
   
 

   
 

Letter to Margaret Woodruff from PCB 11/20/18 

 

 

                                                                                Belgium 

                                                                                November 20th 1918 

          My dear Marg, 

Great time, with so 

much talk of peace in the 

air, for you to forgive 

me, for letting you 

know, long before this 

about Maple Syrup. 

[riches] parcels, and sock 

arriving, many thanks. 

Never have I seen such 

a wonderful pair as 

the white ones with silk  

on them, refuse to wear 

them with anything but 

slippers. consequently  

                   have had many enquiries 

as to the knitter. 

Had a fine time, on 

my months leave to 

         England, stayed the 
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                  whole time, but three days 

in London, although 

I fully intended going 

to the country for a short 

time, to get the odd game 

of golf, but as Mike  

Turnbull and Saunders 

were also on convalescents 

leave, we found it much 

to hard to get away. 

Oliver is looking 

very fit, had two days 

with him at Folkstone. 

Says that I have not 

changed a bit, only older, 

but that is only natural, 

have five grey hairs, if you 

         please. 

         Called on Major McCoy 

         who is in charge of the 

         officers, Canadian Daughters 

         Of the Empire hospital, London. 

         Also saw Harris [Nyland?] 
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         one day on the street, he 

Is looking very fit, although 

still in hospital. 

Mighty sad about 

Sam, have three men 

in my company, who were 

          in his battalion, and two 

of them were in his platoon. 

One is my batman, the  

other the officers mess cook 

and the third the [catliner?] 

Do you know if the 

family received a photo 

of the grave, if not will 

get one, have seen it, 

myself. 

The censor here at last 

loosened up, we are now 

allowed cameras, so sent 

to London for one, as 

could get quite a lot of 

interesting snaps, another 

thing I can tell you were 
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I am. so here goes 

at the present time the 

company are billeted on 

a farm, about 1. km. 

from a place called 

Trieux, the civilians are 

all mighty fine much 

to good hearted for there 

own good.will give you 

anything in the place, 

so have been having 

no less than 3 glasses 

                  of real cows milk each day 

                  Eggs, we can afford very 

         few, as they are a bit 

         stiepe, 30 cents in piece. 

         Sarah should gather 

in a few chickens 

and come over, while 

the going is good. 

Vegetables, we can always 

get enough, for the [Coy?]officer 

we really live very well. 

Taing it all around. 
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Quite a few prisoners 

of war, are now returning 

through our lines, had 

along talk with some this 

morning, they are in a sad 

state for clothing, and seem 

To have had rather, a rough 
time. 

Do you by chance 

happen to know a Mrs. 

[Pattinson?] in St Catharines 

her husband is a bugler 

with the company, he got 

A military medal a short   

time ago, mighty fine fellow 

great football player, best 

in the battalion. 

Going to get my horse after 

its all over. She has been 

out here since the start 

Although nothing to rave 

Over, not so bad to 

look at, and goes under 
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the name of Dolly. 

Was thinking at one  

time about getting my 

discharge in England, 

but do not think it possible 

as they are taking us 

home by divisions, so I 

understand, and if so 

we will be the first to  

leave for home. 

Am not thinking for  

a moment of saying in 

the army, have even gone 

so far as to send for 

samples of civilian clothes. 

Although it has been 

very wonderful and never 

have I been in such 

good health, weigh 

around 180lbs, which 

          Is just about the same  

as when I left. 

Marg what about 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

      Page 7                     the head, or should say 

                                     [stans?], and birthdays, not 

a word have you said 

about it, was it so 

terribly rotten? Or why 

Maude tells me that 

Aunt Addie is staying 

with her, has she been 

in St. Catharines. 

Father is most anxious 

that I should go into 

the Grain business with 

him, although do not 

know about New York. 

As two brothers in the same 

place, is not always of the  

best. 

Would like very much 

to go for about three 

months trip as think 

I will take about that 

time before everybody become 

normal, and when I do 
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settle down will not have  

the opportunity, as I must 

work. Which I honestly 

do not think will be hard 

as between you and me 

although this is a fine 

life, could not stick in for 

ever  not fond enough of 

soldering. 

How is Gladys and 

the child 

Do nothing but play 

bridge, and just as rotten 

as ever. [cant?] not keep 

still long enough. 

Do you know that 

this is absolutly a record, 

so please note the number 

at the top of page. 

Will see you soon, 

  As ever! 

               Perc - 

 

 

 

 

 


