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MESSAGE FROM THE

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN
by Margaret Grove

In an environment where widespread electronic 
publishing and mass digitization have led to a growing 

democratization of information, special collections are 
increasingly important. It is these unique collections 
that play a major role in differentiating and defining the 
character of individual libraries. 

At Brock, our broad-based, research-level Niagara 
Collection represents our most distinctive collection, 
encompassing materials on the earliest settlements, 
military history, agriculture and the unique geography of 
the region. This collection, and other unique materials such 
as the Terry O’Malley Fonds and the Loyalist Collection 
are invaluable sources of information and inspiration for 
scholars, students, and members of the local community 
and beyond.  

The safeguarding and preservation of original manuscripts 
and other unique materials are vitally important functions 
that libraries perform. In recent years, the power of 
digitization has enabled libraries to begin to unlock their 
special collections and reveal previously hidden  treasures 
to the world at large. Digitization of such materials is a 
high priority for the Brock Library. 

For example, our recent grant of $55,000 from the 
Department of Canadian Heritage to digitize artefacts and 

records related to the War of 1812 will make these unique 
materials broadly accessible.  

The Library has also digitized a significant collection of 
journals of early travelers to Niagara Falls through the 
Internet Archive project, and has contributed a number 
of significant digitized items to Our Ontario at http://
images.ourontario.ca/Brock/, including survey maps from 
the mid-1800s detailing the route of the Second Welland 
Canal. All of the Library’s digitized content will be 
accessible through the Brock digital repository at http://
dr.library.brocku.ca/.

Special Collections & Archives has secured funds to 
improve the environmental conditions of the space and 
will be closed from October 22, 2009 until late February 
2010.  The funds come from Cultural Spaces Canada - 
a branch within the Cultural Affairs Sector of Canadian 
Heritage - and total $160,000.  These renovations will 
enable the Library to fulfill its conservancy role and attract 
new collections of national historic significance. We regret 
any inconvenience caused by this temporary closure. 

Digitization enables libraries to unlock their special collections and reveal previously 
hidden treasures to the world at large.

www.library.brocku.ca

Margaret Grove
mgrove@brocku.ca
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Are you looking for images to include in an upcoming book or 
journal article?  ARTstor provides more than 10,000 publication-

quality images available through the Images for Academic Publishing 
Program (IAP).  IAP images include 6,400 images from the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art (such as the photograph included above and the 
painting on the cover of Library News) and 3,900 from the Mellink 
Archive (Bryn Mawr College). 

The Library’s subscription to ARTstor allows Brock researchers access 
to these high-quality images at no charge. To locate the designated 
images, simply add IAP to your search in ARTstor.  Some conditions 
may apply.  Please contact Laurie Morrison, Visual Arts Librarian for 
more information. 

Images for Academic Publishing
by Laurie Morrison, Visual Arts Librarian

C
This fall marks the beginning 

of  the Library’s new Student 
Advisory Committee – part of  our 
ongoing efforts to better understand 
the needs of  students at Brock.  We 
learn a great deal from students and 
strive to align what we offer with 
their academic needs.  

In response to students’ desire for 
additional silent study space; over 
the summer, the Library recently 
renovated the Sound and Video room 
on floor 5 to create 54 additional seats 
for students. The new space has been 
received favourably and is heavily 
used since opening in September.

We are interested in hearing from all 
of  our users!  If  you have comments 
or questions about the Library, please 
visit: 
http://www.library.brocku.ca/
forms/contactus.php

Communicating with 
Students

Autumn Landscape
Designer: Designed by, Louis Comfort Tiffany, 1848-
1933; Maker: Made by, Tiffany Studios, 1902-1918
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SPOTLIGHT ON RESEARCH

THE WOMEN’S LITERARY CLUB 
OF ST. CATHARINES

by Justine Cotton

For many students, 
the treasures held 

in Brock’s Special 
Collections and 

Archives are waiting 
to be discovered. Jody Barnett, a fourth-year History 
student, had never stepped inside the reading room 
during her years at Brock.  Then, on the encouragement of 
her professors, she began an innovative project that drew 
her into the Archives and into a collection that offers a 
glimpse into the experiences of local women from the late 
nineteenth-century and beyond.  

The Women’s Literary Club, founded in 1892 by local 
author Emma Harvey Currie, donated its records to 
Brock University in 1969.  Jody spent hours exploring the 
records of the club, which include minutes of meetings, 
letters, papers, invitations, photographs, and scrapbooks.  
“The women were interested in reading and discussing 
Canadian authors, particularly women writers,” notes 
Jody, “and they were fascinated with Laura Secord, an 
interest that continued throughout the years.”  

Jody’s project evolved through discussions among 
Professors Gregory Betts (English Literature), Daniel 
Samson (History) and Brock’s Head of Special Collections, 
David Sharron.  As part of her assignment, Jody created a 
finding aid outlining the contents and provenance of the 
collection – a resource that will make the records more 
accessible for future researchers.  (Jody’s finding aid is 
available online at http://tinyurl.com/ylxyxbm)

Jody admits that, though she was a History student, 
she had never visited Special Collections before and she 
quickly realised that there was a great deal of intriguing 
local history in Niagara.  “Jen and Edie [Special Collections 
staff] were an enormous help,” notes Jody, “they know the 
history of Niagara and can lead you quickly to different 
parts of the collection.”  Jody was also grateful for the 
opportunity to work so closely with the collection:  “It 
was a new project for everyone involved, but David let me 
learn by doing.”

Jody’s enthusiasm for her research project is unmistakable 
and her interest in local women’s history carries over into 
the Master’s degree in History that she is beginning this 
year.  “I felt like I was handed a gift,” she says thoughtfully, 
“working with the records fit well with my background 
and with my interests.  The 
women were very proud of the 
Club’s early beginnings and its 
longevity, and I felt honoured 
to explore the collection.”

Daniel Samson echoes Jody’s sentiments: “[This] was a 
major success for everyone involved...we now know much 
more about an important facet of the literary and social life 
of 20th century St. Catharines – of the artistic and literary 
issues of the day and of how these were understood by 
ordinary readers.”  Daniel was also pleased to be involved 
in connecting a student with Brock’s Special Collections 
and Archives:  “Special Collections and Archives are 
an important resource for the university, and for the 
community, and it’s good to see the collections being well 
utilised.  It’s critical for our students to get this kind of 
hands-on access to primary materials such as these.”

Curious about what other treasures lie in Brock’s Special 
Collections and Archives? Visit the website for a listing of 
the various records, collections, and digital exhibits that 
are available.  Although Special Collections and Archives is 
currently being renovated, select materials have been made 
available online. 

Jody Barnett spent hours exploring 
the records of the Women’s Literary 

Club of St. Catharines

“I felt like I was 
handed a gift...”
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BROCK IN THE BLOGOSPHERE
by Monica Rettig

In internet terms, blogs are nothing new. Still, the merits 
of this social medium continue to be debated: Will blogs 

have staying power? Is anyone reading all of these blogs? In 
the world of academia, blogs are increasingly being used as 
platforms for professional networking, pedagogical tools, or 
spaces for personal musings. And Brock is no exception. 

A forum for expression
“Make me care about lettuce. Write about something 
mundane, but in a way that makes it interesting.” This is 
a recent writing prompt from Expressive Subjects (http://
expressivesubjects.blogspot.com/), a blogging project 
maintained by Jon Parsons (Writing Rhetoric and Discourse 
Studies) and Maureen Connolly (CTLET). 
The goal is to invite readers to respond creatively to the 
prompts, with the philosophy that it will contribute to a 
student’s critical thinking abilities.
On the subject of blogs as a tool in the academy, Parsons 
sees a natural match: “The main attraction of blogging is 
that it is, on the surface, democratic. While there is seldom 
consensus, most bloggers are welcoming of difference.”

Connecting with readers
“I’ve been really surprised at how many connections I’ve 
made through my blog (http://kericronin.wordpress.
com/),” remarked Keri Cronin, professor of Art History. 
Cronin blogs about a range of topics, often blurring the 
lines between personal and professional. “For instance, I 
write about my garden but I also work on gardens in my 
academic work.” In response to her blogging, Cronin has 
been invited to participate in conferences and review books 
in her field. 
Cronin is enthusiastic about using blogs to share course 
information with students. “I also post news stories or events 
that are relevant to the course topics. I’m always delighted 
when students comment on these.” 

Disseminating ideas 
Charles Burton, a comparative politics scholar, also has 
multiple blogs for multiple purposes. His primary blog 
(http://charlesburton.blogspot.com/) focuses on Chinese 
domestic affairs and foreign policy, and Canada-China 
relations. “From time to time, the blog is quoted in press 
reports.  It is widely read by specialists in universities and 
governments.” Burton occasionally uses this space to post 

English translations of Chinese documents. He also uses blogs 
for communication with students. Recently, a student posted 
a response directed at disruptive peers: “If you’re going to talk, 
don’t come to class!”

A caveat
However, there are differing opinions on the role of blogs in 
the academy.  Matt Clare, Educational Technologies Support 
Specialist, maintains a blog (http://mattclare.ca/wordpress/) 
which he uses to share experiences while allowing a space for 
readers’ comments. “When you don’t know who your audience 
is, when they’ll be interested, or where they’re from, a blog is 
great.”
But in the course context, Clare has a few hesitations about the 
role of blogs. “Structurally, students can only respond to topics 
introduced by the instructor - and even then the comment 
would have to be ‘public internet’ worthy.  A two-way dialogue 
appears unwelcome compared to a discussion board which 
arranges information in a more egalitarian way.” Clare sees more 
potential for course- related communication in a forum like the 
one found in Learning Management Systems, such as Brock’s 
Sakai.

To blog, or not to blog
Here at Brock there’s no shortage of examples of faculty and 
staff experimenting with applications of social media. Even the 
Library is making connections on Twitter (http://www.twitter.
com/brock_library)!  These cases demonstrate success through 
a focus on the underlying goals of open communication and 
engagement with a larger community. 

mailto:mrettig@brocku.ca
http://expressivesubjects.blogspot.com/
http://expressivesubjects.blogspot.com/
http://kericronin.wordpress.com/
http://kericronin.wordpress.com/
http://charlesburton.blogspot.com/
http://mattclare.ca/wordpress/
http://tinyurl.com/ylxyxbm
http://tinyurl.com/ylxyxbm
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The responses to these survey questions, and so much more, 
just became easier to locate and access with the launch of the 
new interface for <odesi>, Ontario Data Documentation, 
Extraction Service and Infrastructure (pronounced ‘odyssey’).  
<odesi> is not only a digital repository for social science data; 
it is a web-based data exploration, extraction and analysis 
tool. Researchers can search for survey questions (variables) 
across hundreds of datasets, perform basic tabulation and 
analysis online, and obtain most datasets for 
further analysis. 
 
<odesi> provides unprecedented access to 
extensive collections of polling and social survey data. Key 
polling data collections include: Canadian Opinion Research 
Archive (CORA), Canadian Gallup, and Ipsos Reid. 
Statistics Canada’s public-use survey data forms the core of 
<odesi>’s social survey data holdings. And new national and 
international data sources are being added daily.
 
“<odesi> has revolutionized the data searching and research 
exploration capacity for researchers, teachers, and students 
alike,” remarks Professor Terry Wade, Canada Research 
Chair in Community Health Sciences and a member of the 
<odesi> External Advisory Committee. “Until now, one had 
to explore each data source individually, looking for specific 
content and questions of interest. It was akin to finding a 
needle in a haystack.” 
 
Wade required students in his fourth year undergraduate 
course Secondary Data Analysis to extract health data from 

<odesi> to manipulate and interpret for a class assignment. Wade 
invited Kevin Manuel, Data and Government Information 
Librarian, to provide instruction on the repository’s data resources, 
search features and analysis functionalities. “The students were 
impressed by the range of available data and the statistical analysis 
features of <odesi>,” notes Kevin, who served on the Technology 
Working Group for the development of the repository. 
 

Wade is enthusiastic about the potential of 
this tool: “<odesi> is moving us to the next 
generation of inquiry, far beyond that of a 
mere data archive. It is a visionary tool that has 

been a boon for me and my students and is certain to liberate 
data access and information gathering for anyone involved in 
evidence-based inquiry.”
 
<odesi> now offers a user-friendly interface that allows novice 
and experienced researchers to browse by keyword, category, and 
survey title.  Using <odesi>, students can be introduced to data 
literacy and data discovery at an early stage in their academic 
careers. At the same time, <odesi> provides the experienced 
researcher the ability to search immediately across hundreds of 
datasets and collections, allowing for faster and more meaningful 
data reviews.
 
If you are interested in learning more about <odesi> or would like 
access to a particular dataset, please contact the Data Librarian, 
Kevin Manuel.

Thinking of your most recent hospital visit, how would you rate the 
quality of care you received?

(Canadian Community Health Survey, 2007-2008)

How often do you usually brush your teeth?
(Health Promotion Survey, 1990)

If you could start your married life all over again and choose to 
have just the number of children you would want by the time you 
were 45, how many would that be?

(Growth of American Families, 1955)

<odesi>  Analyze This

“It is a visionary tool...”

http://www.library.brocku.ca
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http://www.library.brocku.ca/library/subres/selector.php?id=29
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Dr. Karen Bordonaro joined the team of Brock librarians four years ago, bringing her knowledge and 
experience with library instruction, language learning, and international students to the Brock Library.  

As a resident of Tonawanda, Karen crosses the border each day to reach a job that she says has taught her a lot 
about Canada and Canadians and the greater context of librarianship in North America 

Karen is engaged in research on topics involving the intersection of language learning and library use and 
brings the same enthusiasm to her work with students and faculty at Brock.  Her most recent publication 
“Is Library Database Searching a Language Learning Activity?” will be published in the May 2010 issue of 
College and Research Libraries.

How did your interest in languages/language learning emerge?

I’ve always been a language person.  I was a double major in German and Spanish as an undergraduate and 
have a Master’s degree in German.  I won an essay contest as a high school student that resulted in a free trip 
to live with a German family in Munich when I was 16.  Then I spent my junior year abroad at a German 
university after that, and those two experiences just opened up the world to me.  A few years ago I volunteered 
with Literacy Volunteers of America and that experience got me really interested in learning how people 
learn English as a second language.  So one thing led to another and I ended up going back to school for 
TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages).  Now I really enjoy both working in a library 
and teaching ESL part time.  I see a lot of similarities and connections between helping people find and use 
information in libraries and in helping people learn another language.  So my research interests came about 
from wondering why and how those two activities intersect and connect with each other.

What do you enjoy most about being a librarian at Brock?

I like the camaraderie and I like the context. The people who work at the Library are so pleasant and collegial 
to me.  And they are a very smart group of people.  I also like learning about Canadian things – your culture, 
your history, and your workplaces, and how you are different from Americans.  I will admit, I thought I knew 
a lot about Canadians before I took this job, but I was wrong.  I’ve learned a lot here.  I also like this particular 
library context because it seems so poised to me to become something bigger.  I think it’s great that we can 
work with both undergraduate and graduate students here, and I really like that librarians have opportunities 
to have their research supported. Finally, I went to kindergarten in Toronto when my father went back to 
graduate school there years ago and it somehow seems fitting to be working here now at this point in my life.  
Maybe everything really is a circle.

When you are not at work, what do you do to unwind?

I read a lot, I go to my little exercise classes, I walk and bike and canoe along the Niagara River, and I try to 
support Western New York because it is a great place to live.  I probably dote too much on my own children 
(who are basically all grown up now anyhow) and I like to travel.  This past year my family has been to New 
York City, to Maine (where my daughter goes to school) and my husband and I just returned from a trip to 
Iceland.

Karen Bordonaro



Welcome to Monica Rettig, 
OCULA New Librarian Resident
The Brock Library is pleased to welcome Monica Rettig to the position of  Liaison Librarian for 
2009/2010.  Monica joins Brock as a result of  the Library’s successful application to the Ontario College 
and University Library Association’s new Librarian Residency Award Program, which was launched in 
2009 to enhance recruitment of  new librarians to academic librarianship.  The residency program offers 
a new librarian the opportunity to develop a variety of  professional skills and receive mentorship from 
academic colleagues.  

Monica is a recent graduate of  the University of  Toronto’s Faculty of  Information Studies and has a 
Masters of  Arts degree in Comparative Literature (University of  Western Ontario), and a Bachelor of  
Arts (McMaster University).  She brings a strong interest in new technologies and is a dedicated blogger 
(www.monicarettig.com).

Faculty Workshops - December 8, 2009

www.library.brocku.ca

Join us for an afternoon of  workshops in the Matheson Learning Commons this December.  
Choose from 8 workshops aimed at highlighting what the Library has to offer in terms of  

research and teaching at Brock:

Google Earth - A Research and Mapping Tool• 
The Truth about Impact Factors and the h-index• 
Refworks• 
Stats Can 101: How to Find and Retrieve Data from Statistics Canada• 
Exploring Google’s Digital Library• 
Electronic Access and Course Reserves• 
The Latest Model: eBooks @ Brock • 
Publishing, Permission, and Pictures: ARTstor Images for Academic Publishing• 

Sign up at  http://www.library.brocku.ca/faculty_workshops/  or contact your Liaison 
Librarian for more details.

www.monicarettig.com
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Liaison

 Librarians...we’re here for you!

Colleen Beard
Maps, GIS, Geospatial Data, 
Geography

cbeard@brocku.ca

Justine Cotton
English, CPCF

justine.cotton@brocku.ca

Karen Bordonaro
Applied Linguistics, IELP, 
MLLC, Intercultural Studies

kbordonaro@brocku.ca

Carol Gaspari
Child & Youth, Psychology, 
Women’s Studies, Philosophy, 
GBLS, Neuroscience, Applied 
Disability Studies, Neuroscience

cgaspari@brocku.ca

Ian Gordon
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry

igordon@brocku.ca

Monica Rettig
Canadian Studies, Classics, 

History, MARS (interim)

mrettig@brocku.ca

Marcie Jacklin
Biological Sciences; Biotechnology; 
Computer Science; Oenology 
and Viticulture; Tourism and 
Environment; Neuroscience; 
Biochemistry

mjacklin@brocku.ca

Linda Lowry
Accounting; Economics; 
Entrepreneurship; Finance; 
Information Technology/Information 
Systems; Management; Marketing; 
Organizational Behaviour and 
Human Resources; Operations 
Management

llowry@brocku.ca

Laurie Morrison
Visual Arts, Studies in Arts 
& Cultures, Dramatic Arts, 
Interactive Arts & Sciences

lmorrison@brocku.ca

Kevin Manuel
Data; Statistics; Government 
and Legal Information; Political 
Science; Labour Studies; Earth 
Sciences

kmanuel@brocku.ca

Doug Suarez
Community Health Sciences; 
Nursing; Physical Education 
and Kinesiology; Recreation and 
Leisure Studies; Sociology; Sport 
Management

dsuarez@brocku.ca

Jennifer Thiessen
Aboriginal Studies, Education

jthiessen@brocku.ca

David Sharron
University Archivist and Head, 

Special Collections

dsharron@brocku.ca

Pamela Jacobs
(on leave)

Dee Dickman
(on leave)
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