


/ 



.. 

. .. 

\ 





THE WOODRUFFS 
OF NEW JERSEY 







, 

1'1 •. \·1 E .\. FoRD\\ ICII FRO~! TilE STOXE BRIIX;E. 

Reproduced by permission from .. The History of Fordwich." 
(See Note .j..) 



THE WOODRUFFS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

WHO CAME FROM FORDWICH, KENT, ENGLAND, 
BY WAY OF LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS, AND 

SOUTHA~tPTON, LONG ISLAND 

REVISED ASD ESLARGED J'ROM 
"A BllANCIJ Of' •ruE WOODRUJ'J' S1'0CK" 

BY 

FRANCIS E. " ' 00DRUFF, B.A. (YALE, 1864) 
Life Afcnober of the New JetBey Ili•torical S<>ciety, Neto York Hiotorical Society, and Wcuhington JJ8SOCiation of New Jer••11 

THE GRAFTON PRESS 
GENEALOGICAL PUBLISHERS 

NEW YORK MCMIX 



Copyright, 1909, 

BY FRANCIS E. WOODRUFF 



I 

\ 

CONTENTS 

PAOE 

PREFACE .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ix 

ABBREVIATIONS AND AUTHORITIES................ .......... . X1 

TnE .MALE Lt:x E. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

SKETOIIES: 

1-Mn. JotrN Gos~mn................ . .............. 3 
II-.JOHN WooDttUn, TIIE hn.nGRANT.................. 9 

Ill-THE 'J'wo SoNs JouN..... . ....................... 19 
I V-'l'HE WESi'l•'JJH,l) WOODRO.FFS. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 
V-Dn. li EZEKtAH S·ri'rEs WooDRUFF................... 39 

NOTES TO SKETCHES........... ... .. ................ . ...... 50 

A.J.>PEN'DIX : 

A-'l~liE :1\IOTlums.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 

B-liEZEKIA.Jt • TITES WooDRUFF DESOEN'DANTS........... 74 
NOTE TO APPENDIX B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 

0-WESTFIELD \YOODRUFrS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 
ONE: :\IARRL\GES, 1759-1803 
Two: HANNAH WooDRUFF Wma..."s DESCID>"DL"TS 

D-:\IATERN'AL ANCESTORS: 

BLACHLY .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 
C.>cRT\\ RIG liT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 
Coo P~:R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 
CouRsEN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 
X OTf:S TO COURSEN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 
DICKERSON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115 
DRAKE .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 
:1\IARSlt .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118 
i'\EWTON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 
RussELL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 
STTTF.S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 
\VJCK .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121 

~LF.ODI•:LI.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 123 

INDEX '1'0 SKETCHES AND NOTES. ......... .. ............. 127 



I' 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

A-FonDw J CH FUOi\1 THE S·roNE BlllDGE . . . . . . . . . .. F rontispiece 
Reproduced by permission frtm~. "The Il i.story of Ford

wich/' (See Note 4) 
F ACING PAOB: B-A CoRNER OF TRE CounT HALL........ . ....... . . . . . . . . 12 Reprod1u;Cd by permission from 'The IlistMy of Fot·d-

wich" (See Note 4) 
0-MAP OF THE Sou•rJIA)fPTON LANDS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Engraved especiaUy /Qr this book 

D -TnE Oosi\tER W ooDRUI''.F HoMESTEAD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Reproduced by permission fron~ "The Southam~pton Town 

RecQ1·cls" 

E-CHAR'l' oF SouTn,urPTON L.u-TO DIVISIONs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
(See Note 10) 

F-:MAP OF THE WESTFIELD NEIGllBORllOOD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 
G-'MAP OF WASHINGTON CORNER AND MENDRA)C........... ... 41 
H -So:ME OF THE WooDRUJ!'F Ho)rES .. . ................... .. 46 
I-ABSALOi\( WOODRUl•'F, :u. D............................... 80 

A.ccotnpanying note to Appendix B (See Gen. X, 5) 
J -LtEU'l'.-CoL. EowA.nD C. WooDRUFF, U. S. An.MY, AND SoN.... 82 Accompanying note to Appendix B. (See Gen. XII, 39-16, 

and Gen. Xlll, 14-40) 





PREFACE 

THESE papers were originally intended for the "Proceedings of 
the New Jersey Historical Society," and Sketch I appeared in No. 1 
of Part III, Third Series, September, 1898, page 36; but the issue 
of the "Proeet>dings" having been temporarily suspended, the writer, 
to keep rash promises of sending copies, with the Society's consent, 
published them in leaflet form. 

A very little research made plain to the beginner that their chosen 
title, "A Branch of The Woodruff Stock," is misleading; "A Branch 
of A Woodruff Stock" would be nearer the mark. For in the day of 
"wood-reeves" (Woodrecve-Woodruff, Note 14) there were presumably 
some scores at least of men not closely related to each other who were 
alike known as" the Woodreeve," and of these doubtless some 
have been followed down to date by tmbroken male lines of descend
ants, which thus, while bearing similar surnames, are yet of different 
"Woodruff" stocks. So the title substituted in this revised edition 
in book form seems preferable. 

Warned by finding hard and good genealogical and historical work 
made largely unavailable, or even altogether useless, by death, the 
writer has attempted no more than the laying of foundations he could 
complete in his lifetime, and so leave in such shape that others could 
build on them. He hopes, as stated in the Note to Appendix B, that 
all of the descendants of .John Woodruffe, 1604-70, of Southampton, 
Long I sland, will similarl,v make sure that a record for their immedi
ate families is compiled and the result sent to The New Jersey His
torical Society's "Woodruff Collection" (to be), in readiness for the 
coming genealogist, who will weave the separate records into a com
prehensive history. 

At the beginning, while writing for t he more limited space of a 
periodical. thanks deeply felt were not fully expressed to Mr. Pelle
trean and the others; but now are to all who have so kindly helped 
the writer in his 'vork. The Jabot· bas brought him much pleasure, 
both from thrir kindliness, and from the many evidences during his 
visits to the former homes of his people that they are still held in 
warm remembrance. 

F. E. W. 
:MoRRISTOWN, NEw JERSEY, January, 1909. 
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THE WOODRUFFS OF NEW JERSEY 

:MA.LE LINE 

DouBTLEss in this State there are descendants of Matthew Wood-
ruff/0 of Farmington, Connecticut, and even of other Woodruffs 
(Preface), with none of whom we descendants of John Woodruff V 
(Sketch II), of Southampton, Long Island, have any known family /\ 
connection; but we so overwhelmingly outnumber them in the State 
that we may be forgiven for ca.lling ourselves "The Woodruffs of 
New Jersey." 

THE GENERATIONS 

I . Thomas Woodrove, Fordwich, 1508-1552. 
II. William Woodroffe, Fordwi<'h, died 1587. 

III. Robert Woodroffe, Fordwich, died 1611. 
I V. John Woochoffe, I , Fordwich, 1574-1611. 
V . John Woodruffe, II, Fordwich, Southampton, 1604-1670. 

VI. John Woodruff, III, E.; Sonthampton, Etown, 1637-1691. 
(Succession left for Etown descendants to fill in.) 

VI. John W oodruffe, III , So.; Southampton, 1650-1703. 
VII. Joseph Woodruffe, Southampton, Westfield, 1676-1742. 

VIII. Hezekiah Woodruff, Westfield, 1724-1776. 
I X. Hezekiah Stites Woodruff, Westfield, }![orris county, 1754-

1842. 
(N.B.-Succession of writer's immediate family.) 

X. Absalom Woodruff, Morris county, 1791-1850. 
XI. Ebene7.er Blachly Woodruff, Succasunna, Morristown, 1814-

1885. 
XII. Edward Coursen Woodruff, I, Morristown, Glen Ridge, 

living. 
XIII. Edward Coursen Woodruff, II, Glen Ridge, living. 

1 
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MR. JOHN GOSMER 

~ln. J ORN GosMER,' when "1\!fr." was reserved for the few, was 
one of the founders of Southampton, Long Island. His name at :6.1·st 
attracted the attention of the writer because he was the stepfather 
(not father-in-law, as we have long belicved)2 of our ancestor John 
Woodruff, the immigrant; hut acquaintance with his career quickly 
made him inte1·esting for himself. 

As Howell3 has told us, he came (as did John Woodruff) from 
Fordwich (see frontispiece), in Kent, England, a quaint litt.le town 
situated on the right bank of the river Stom·, once far-famed for its 
delicious sea-trout, two or lhree miles below the city of Canterbury, 
of which, in the long ago, it was the port. For now an inland village, 
in Saxon days it was at the head of a tidal estuary; so the ea.rly Kent
ish kings made it a customs station, whose commel'cial importance 
declined as silt made the rivet· less uavigable. 

It was the "little burgh which is called Forewic," when the 
Domesday survey was made in the year 1085. Later it became a 
member of the Cinque Ports' conferlcl'llcy. Some time between the 
:vears 1218 and 1292 it obtained full corporate priyileges (a list of 
its annually elected mayors, beginning with the latter yeat·, has, with 
much labor, been compiled from the existing reco1·ds); but for centu
ries its burgesses had to struggle for their rights against the encroach
ments of their ecclesiastical and other OYerlords. As the times 
changed, and Fordwich became a mere hamlet, the governing body 
gradually outlived its usefulness. Finally, by the Municipal Reforms 
Act of 1883, it ceased to be "at once the smallest and one of the oldest 
of the Kenti~h municipalities.'' 

What the writer has just told abOllt Fordwicb, and is to tell about 
the Gosmer and "Woodruff families, he owes to the Reverends A. M. 
Chichester, R. Hitchcock, and 0. E. Woodruff, of Kent; but chiefly 
to the latter, to whom, fol' his most valuable history of F ordwich, • 
memorials of the Fordwich Woodruffs, 6 and courteous help, all New 
J ersey Wood ruffs are veq dreply indebted. 

5 
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If we may judge from the records, :M:r. Gosmer was the first of 
his line in Fordwich; but whether he came from some other part of 
England, or from the Continent, has still to be ascertained. The 
earliest occurrence of his name that has been found is the signature 
of John Gozmur as witness to a will (proved in Oct., 1611) of 
a John Woodruffe, of the parish of St. Marie's of Northgate (adjoin
ing Fordwich0

), who named in it his wife Elizabeth and young son 
John, our immigrant ancestor. The times were so stormy that women 
and children must have protection, and Oct. 24, 1611, John 
Gosmore was married to Elizabeth Woodru.ffe, widow (both being of 
the parish of St. l\lary, Northgatc7

). He thus became the step
father of our ancestor. 

In 1613, John Gosmer, sidesman (churchwarden's assistant), 
signed (after the vicar and churchwardens) a bill of "Christenings, 
:Marriages, and Burials in the Pat·ish of St. l\Iary, K orthgate." In 
1618, John Gosmer, bachelor, joiner, of St. :Mary Korthgate, mar
ried Ann '1'/if oodruff, widow. 8 As after much kind research no other 
Gosmcr items prior to this year 1618 have been fo1mcl in the records, 
whether Mr. John Gosmer was a widower when he married the widow 
Elizabeth, and whether he was the father hy a first wife of the John 
Gosmer of 1618, and, as has been suggested, of the Anne who mar-
1·ied our ancestor John Woodruff, are matters of conjecture. 

In 1637 it is recorded• that thero was a dispute between the Ford
wich Corporation and l\ir. Gosmer (as a tenant of the Chapter of 
Canterbury) regarding the extent of their respective rights over some 
land: which was referred to arbitration. The result is not known 
to us, but in 1638 1\(r. Gosmer was himself the ~Iayor of the Corpo
l'ation.• All England was then in the throes of the impending civil 
war, and, like other ports, Fordwich resisted King Charles' illegal 
exaction of ship-money. In 1639 the Council in Whitehall demanded 
from 1\fr. Gosmer's successor in the mayoralty the unpaid assessment 
for 1638, "which should long since haYe been paid to the Sheriff of 
Kent or the Treasmer of the Navy."• We know that in 1640 a :Mr. 
Gosmer was in America. 

Efforts made at Sandwich (a p01·t just seaward of Fordwich) 
and Dover in England, and in the United States, have failed to £nd 
any record of his emigration. The item may possibly be buried in 
the unexamined manuscripts of the Public Record Office of England; 
but 1Iotten9 in his Introduction says in effect that only the names of 
those emigrants were tilk<>n who lcgnlly left the shores of England; 
that those who went (as Mr. Gosmer obviously did) to avoid payment 

• 



1IR. JOHN Gos)£ER 7 

of the hated ship-money left secretly; and that of such no record 
would exist. 

Be all this as it may, so far as rhe Wl'iter can ascertain there has 
never been but this one John Gosmer in A.merica; and, with the 
added authority of Howell (2 Ed., p. 427) there can be no reasonable 
doubt that it was the ex-Mayor of F ordwich who is next on record'0 

at L.vnn, :Massachusetts, where already, on March 10, 1639, the found
ing of Sout.hampton, Long Island, had been formally "undertaken." 
By the mutilated declaration of the Company we know that on the 
4th day of the 4th-16-(probably June 4, 1640), ")Ir. John Gos
mere" was "admitted an undertaker." At Southampton, on Dec. 
16, 1640, the name of "Mr. John Gosmee' headed the list of 
the parties of the second part to the "Indian Deed" for the land lying 
eastward "between the foresaid bounds by water" from the place 
"where the Indians hayle their cannocs out of the North Bay to the 
southside of the Island," later known as Canoe Place.10 

On March 7, 1644, it was ordered that "yf by the providence of 
God there shall be henceforth within the bounds of this plantacon any 
whale or whales cast up," certain designated townsmen should attend 
to their "cutting out." In this; in dealing with the Shinnecocks, 
Montauks and other tribes; in dividing the lands among the towns
men; in fencing out the wilderness; in clearing off the forests; and 
in all the varied tasks of a new settlement, the town records show 
that "John Gosmer, Gentleman," took a leading part. For the en
forcem~nt of law and order, magistrates (generally three in number) 
were elected by the General Comt (town meeting), "who were looked 
upon with a degree of venerntion that the modern ocoupants of the 
offic<' can hardly hope to obtain" ;'0 in 1644 hr was already a magis
trate. When> in 164:7, Southampton entereJ into a compact with 
Connecticut, Mr. Edward Howell and he were the first to represent 
the town in the House of Magistrates in the General Court at Hart
ford; and ho continued to serve tmtil 1650.u 

Then, in the midst of his prosperity, a lifelong grief came to him 
in t.he death of his only son, Richard, whose estate be administered 
in the year 1650. 10 As on )farch 7, 1644, the son had been ap
pointed to the whaling sqnadron10

, his presumable ago at that time 
indicates that he was born in England; nnd as he was appointed from 
the 3d Ward, while his father was appointed from the 2d Ward, he 
presumably had a house of his own. Notwithstanding this, Howell 
snys that he appears to have died unmarried; and, whethe1· man·ied 
or not, that his father adopted a son, and that the name of Gosmer 
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dropped O\lt of the record after the death of the survivor, must seem 
sufficient evidence that he died without leaving male issue. 

In 1652 Mr. Gosmer was the P1irn;us of the three Southampton 
magistrates; and he was re-elected several years in succession. 10 Dur
ing 1655-1658 he again rep1·esented his town at Hartford.11 When, 
in 1657, there was an Indian alarm, and "for preservation of ye 
towne" it was voted that all men should "lay downe themselves in 
respect of theit- persons & estates, to bee disposed of by the said 7 
men in a way of righteousness, to attEJnd any means that may in their 
Judgement effect the said ends," he was one of the seven. 3 10 

Already, however, he had begun to set his house in order. In 
1655 he bought p1·operty in Boston, which in 1658 he made over "to 
his kinswoman, Ann, widow of Richard Cartel'.m2 In 1657 his step
son, John Woodruff, succeeded him in the whaling squadron. It is 
probably in the same year that this John Woodruff, Sr., received 
from him the "messuage 01· tenement over against the said :Mr. Gosmer 
his home lot, which said tenement he bought of John Topping" (in 
1657), and "five acres of land"; though the deed was not recorded 
until Feb. 20, 1660-1. On July 29, 1659, he deeded to his 
"adopted sonne, who hath lived with me from a child, all my goods 
and chattells, house and lands" ; to which Elizabeth his wife con
sented.10 No other will has been found. 

Then (after the entry of Feb. 20, 1660-61), he was lost 
from the town records that had so often shown him a masterful man 
of affairs, up1·ight, able, energetic, wealthy, dignified, perhaps just 
a little hit dictatorial. In his "Pmitan Settlers" Hinman has writ
ten : "an examination of the Colony records of Connecticut shows 
that Hon. John Gosmer, :Mr. Edward Rowell, Mr. John Ogden, 
Mr. Young, Captain Thomas Toppin, Thomas Baker a11d Robert 
Bond, were the leading men in the eastern half of Long Island in 
its ea!·ly settlement." Doubtless, John Gosmer lies with his fellow 
pioneers in the old South End blll"ying gJ'ound at Southampton; but 
their tombstones have crumbled into dust/ and, less fortunate than 
others, he has left no descendants of his name to remind men of a 
most worthy life. It rests with the descendants of the stepson to 
keep his memory green. 
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JOHN WOODRUFF, THE IMMIGRANT 

IN the year 1508,13 just at the end of the reign of King Henry 
VII, THOMA.S WOODROVE14 was the first of our Mme 
to appear in the records of the Kentish town of Fordwich (Sketch 
P ');the entry having been to note payment to the churchwardens of 
the rent of his house, due to the church for the preceding year, he was 
evidently then a man grown. That, increasing in age, he became a 
considerable property holder, is indicated by a deed of 1538 (Ford
wich Muniments Chest, 9th, Henry VIII) recording Thomas Wode
roff's ownership of 2 messuages, with 3 gardens, 30 acres of arable 
land, 5 acres of meadow, and 8 acres of wood, in Fordwich. 

As has been told, • 13 the Abbot of St. Augustine's Monastery, 
outside the walls of Canterbury, was Lord of the :i\[anor of Fordwich, 
and claimed many rights within the Libe1·ty (Borough) which were 
at variance with what the Mayor and Commonalty considered to be 
their chartered privileges. One obnoxious claim to which they had 
to submit was that the Abbot's bailiff must be present whenever 
the Mayor held court; and it was to summon a non-resident bailiff 
from his home that, in 1510, our ancestor was despatched with all 
speed to the neighboring I sle of Thanet. A few ;vears after he rode 
on a longer, and in those days a more hazardous, joumey, with a 
therefore needed companion, to \Vestminster. that, as trusted envoy 
of the town, he might pay a fine incurred by his fellow townsmen 
into the King's exchequer. Because in later days such duties were 
almost invariably intrusted to the tom1 <'lerk, while there was then 
no office with that title, he was probably acting in that capacity. If 
so, it would have been in the line of promotion that he was a Jurat1~ 
in 1538, when, during Henry VIII's suppression of the greater 
monasteries, St. Augustine's estates were given over to the rapacity of 
the King and his courtiers. In the following year Thomas Wood
rove sat with his fellow magistrates at Fordwicb to arrange for the 
conveyancing to the favored courtiers of a portion of the possessions 

11 



12 THE \\ooDRUFFS oF KEw JERSEY 

of those against whom the Liberty bad so long struggled for i ts privi
leges. 

Xo other '' Woodruff" was recorded until the mention (1550) in 
the Town Books of his son William. Shortly after this the name of 
Thomas di~appeared from the records, his death occurring about 1552. 

WILUA:\f WOODROFFE, "the elder'' (so called to distinguish 
him f rom his sou William), died in 1587, when Elizabeth was 
Queen. During his lifetime Fordwich, now freed from the restrictions 
imposed by tho Abbot of St. Augustine's, was encouraged to rebuild 
its Court TTall, and the unpretentious little building of timber and 
plaster, on the banks of the Stotll', remains to-day• ' 3 ( it appears in 
the frontispiece, on the hither side of the church) in much the same 
condition, both outwardly and inwardly, as when it was completed 
in 1555. William took an active part in municipal affai1-s, and be
came a J Ul'at.u From his generally :;igning the minutes of the Court, 
he apparently presided, perhaps as senior Jmat, in the frequent ab
sences of the :Mayor. He was also a "Key Keeper of the Town 
Chest," a very honorable office conferred upon "the two best men 
of the Liberty.'m The "Chest" (one of its representatives is shown 
in illustration B) was for the safe custody of deeds and other impor
tant records, fees being charged for the sen'ice. There is little further 
mention of him in the annals other than the ent1·y in the Fordwich 
muster roll of 1573 that "Will yam \\ odruf thelder wt his men Robert 
Woodrufe and Ed,vard Parker wt his furniture'' is credited with 
"one calyve1· fmnyshed one almon rivett furnyshed."'' (The caliver 
was a handgun that was £red from the shoulder, the heavier musket 
of that day requiring a rest; "alman-rivetts," a sor t of light, flexible 
armor, of German origin.) The ~fayor and se,·en others preceded 
him on the roll, twent;y-one followed. 

Besides the son Robert above, his son William was also on the 
roll; of their respective families, that of William became extinct 
in 1673, when the gTandson, Thomas, died without issue. 

ROBERT WOODROFFE, from whose day om descent can be 
verified by the parish register as well as by the town r ecords, figured, 
as did his brother William, in the Town Books as a freeman ( enti
tled to the privileges of the Borough) ; and is on record as a J uratu 
and a Churchwarden (1584 ) . He married, 1572, ./\lice Russell, of 
the parish of St. :Aiary Kortbgate,e had children, John and William, 
and died in 1611, when James I reigned. His son, 

JOHN WOODRUFFE, born in 1574, on coming to man's estate 
took up his residence in Northgate, 0 where his uncle, William Russell, 
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was a churchwarden. He married, 1()01, Elizabeth Cartwright; their 
son John was baptized in 1604; in 1611 he died, at the early age of 
thirty-seven. His will "would not lead tiS to suppose that any increase 
to his fortune had resulted from his removal to Northgate." In it, 
"deliv(-red this (sic) of September, 1611," when he was "very sick 
in bodye," and proved in October, 1611, he, "John Woodrnffe," "hus
bandman" (head of a household), bade that he ''be buried at the 
direction of my well-beloved wyffe"; named minor legacies to his 
young and only son J obn, and others; and left all the rest of his 
"goods nnd <:hnaills" to his wife Elizabeth. The widow married 
1f r. J obn Gosmer7

• 

This thorough search through the records by the Rev. C. Eveleigh 
·woodruff has shown that so far back as 1508 out· ancestors were free
men of Fordwich• and men of standing in the comm\IDity. Appar
(;ntly they were Kentish yeomen18 of, to judge from the surname, 
Sa..'<on blood. Later discovered records and further researches may 
some time carry us back to a still earlier day. 

JOHN WOODRUFFE, baptized 1604, only son of John Wood
ruffe, 1574-1611, of St. ~fary Nortbgate, having by the remarriage7 

of his mother, Elizabeth, become the stepson of :Mr . . John Gosmer, 
of Fordwieh, t·eturned with his mothe1· to that parish, where, at the 
age of 32, he served as churchwarden; but in 1637 his son (John) 
was baptized in the Parish of Sturry, 6 within half a mile of Ford
wich. 17 He married Anne , who was possibly, as has been 
suggested, a daughter of the stepfather by a first wife; but it is also 
possible th:tt when, in 1665, their :;on John spoke18 of Mr. Gosmer 
a!' his ·'grandfather," it was not because of his mother's parentage, 
but because through his father he was a step-grandson. 2 

Thompson, on page 207, named aruong the settlers who arrived 
at Southampton, Long Island, during the first twelve months, 1640-41, 
a "John Gosman" (written ".Tohn Gosmer" on page 208) and a "John 
Woodruffm9

; while the pages of the Southampton Town Records show 
that tbis only one adult John Woodruff of the period in Southampton 
was a member of the Gosmer household. In addition, this John 
Woodruff had a son John and daughters Anne and Elizabeth; names 
o£ Woodruff-Gosmer parents and grandparents. It is, therefore. only 
reasonable to presume that it was the John Woodruff born in 1604 
who accompanied his mother. Elizabeth, and his stepfather on their 
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PLATE C 

TilE SOUTHAMPTON LAKDS 

Tms Map was made especially for this book f1·om the Govern
ment surveys, with additions by Frederick S. Smith, C.E., to· 
show the approximate localities of Gosmer-Woodruff lands; which, 
sometimes an acre or two, sometimes two or three hundred acres, 
were widely scattered (for references, see Notes Nos. 27, 30, 32, 34, 
40, 49, 53, 54, 61, 62, 69, 70, 71, 73, 78, 81, 83, 84, 85) from West 
Hampton to Sag llarbor. The properties within the limits of thi9 
map that have been identified are rottghly indicated by the small 
crosses(+) placed (in order W. to E. and ·~. to S.) at or near the
following places : 

Canoe P lace 
P ine Div. of :Meadows 
Shinnecock Hills 
Beach Div. of Meadows 
Cold Spring 
Sebonac 
Ox P asture 
Great Plain 
Halsey's Neck 
Captain's Neck 
First ~eck 

Southampton Town Lots (3) 
I .ittle Plain 
Old Town 
Ifead of Pond 
Water )fill (:.\fill 1\ eck) 
Towd 
Scuttle Hole Pond 
Long Pond 
Sagg (Sagaponack) 
Brushy Neck (Sag Harbor) 
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JOHN WOODRUFF, THE IMMIGRANT 15 

journey to Lynn and Southampton in 1639-40,20 and so became the 
immigrant ancestor of the New Jersey Wood ruffs. 20 With him came 
his wife Anne and the baby John, destined to later become one of 
the founders of Elizabethtown, New Jersey, so that the baby's d&
scendsnts enjoy the distinction of having two immigrant ancestors. 21 

For years after the founding of Southampton, although the land 
was "honorably purchased of its original owners, yet the settlers never 
saw a moment's rest for fear of their dreaded neighbors. In the field 
a guard was kept; at night none knew at what hour the alarm would 
sound; to meeting, on the Lord's day, they went as men prepared 
for instant war; every male, from 16 years of age to 60. was enrolled 
in the ranks.m2 Under such circumstances it might be expected that 
the stepson and his wife would live with their parents, both no longer 
young,2s and the belief is confirmed by :Mr. Gosmer's statement (in 
the deed that was his will01 ) that their younger son, John, born in 
Southampton, whom he adopted, "hath lived with me from a child.""" 
I n those patriarchal days, even more than now, as a member of Mr. 
Gosmer's household John Woodruff would not have been considered 
one of the "heads of families," and, therefore, would not appear in 
the List of May, 1649.2~ There seems, indeed, to have been no oppor
tunity in the town records until on April 30, 1657 (when he was 
53 years of age), he is named among the arms-bearing men to whom 
gunpowder was served out because of an Indian attack on the town. •o 

On Sept. 17th of the same yeru: Mr. Gosmer ''bought an 
hundred po1md lot of John Topping with the housing and fences and 
all his accommodations, with all the privileges there unto belonging 
in Southampton,""7 which he handed over to his stepson; possibly 
to qualify him as his succes!.'or in the whaling squadron, which he 
became the same year.'8 In that year also (but probably later than 
the above) John Woodruff is on the list of the representatives of the 
town houses, while l\lr. Gosmer's naml:' is omitted ;29 and he is re
corded in the Plan30 as having, in 1659, succeeded the lattP.r in the 
Gosmer homestead. In 1659, also, be is for the first time n1entioned 
as exchanging lancJ.31 On Feb. 20, 1660-61, the 1657 gift of house 
and land to him was registered by }[r. Gosmer/2 after which the 
name of Gosmer disappeared from the records. Apparently, there
fore, John Gosmer, who had retired from active work in 1657, died 
in 1661; and John Woodruff, then 57 years of age, reign~d in his 
stead. In 1661 and 1662 be was only recorded as a successful plain
tiff, as on an important jury, as giving in his "ear-mark,m3 and as 
dealing in land.3

• In 16G3, at the town meeting of May 1st, when 
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new rules were established regarding the keeping up of fences to 
prevent tho trespassing of "cattoll, sheepe, goats and hoggs" that had 
been breeding quarrels and lawsuits, he was elected and "sworne 
impounder.1130 

In 1664 the times suddenly changed. At its foundation a little 
republic in itself, Southampton soon entered "into combinacon with 
the Jurisdiction of Conuecticote.""" The r elation continued practi
cally unchanged until on March 12, 1664, Charles II granted Long 
I sland (and other territories) to his brother James, Duke of York; 
and, against the wish of its people. Suffolk county, with its chief 
town Sottthampton, became a part of the Province of New York.31 

In the following year, under the "Duke's Laws," promulgated at the 
Hempstead convention in ?!larch, 1665, Suffolk county was made the 
"East Riding (court district) of Yorkshire.m8 Townsmen and Gen
eral Courts (Town Meetings) ceased to exist, and a new tribunal was 
established called the "Court of the Constable and Overseers." "All 
the evils anticipated by the people were to be fully realized.. All 
complaints were met in the manner that might be expected from those 
who considered that they were commissioned by Heaven to rule and 
that the people were born to obc.v. Gov. Nicholls was succeeded 
by Gov. Lovelace, whose character as a ruler may be learned from 
his remark, that the only way to keep the people quiet was to lay such 
taxes upon them as should leave no time for thinking of anything else 
than how to pay them."39 

Many good men went into oppoRi tion, and perhaps ,John Wood
ruff was among them. For, excepting such mention in land matters•o 
as would be expected for a large pt·oprietor. he do<>s not appear in 
the records until the final entry of Feb. 22, 1669, when he joined 
in signing a petition to "onr honorable Governor Gen'l Lovelace'' 
that they might not be deprived of "those our 1n·ivilidges which at 
great rate wee have procured wit.h much diiiculty and danger wee 
have soe many years possessed."'., Possibly, also, his absence from 
public life was, at least in part, dne to his having grown older than 
his years; for he was "weak in Body" when, on l\Iay 4, 1670, he 
made the wiJl•2 that was pro,·ed on June 1st. Tie bad died on May 
9th, in the 66th year of his age. 

In his will be gave unto his "Eldest son John 'y OO<h·uff of Eliza
beth Town, one half crowne piece of money in full of all portions 
and Patrimony whatsoever, to he cxpeeted from mee, or out o£ any 
part of my estate"; and to his daughters, Aru1e''3 and Elizabeth, .. 
each £20, to be paid after the widow's death. These small legacies 
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usually indicated that the heirs concerned had already received their 
portions, on their maiTiage or their going Ollt into the world, but the 
peculiar and particular wording in the case of the eldest son may 
perhaps mean that family friction was not entirely avoided when 
t.be younger brother was adopted as son, and made heir, by the step
grandfather. The testator further made the "wife Anne Woodruff 
and ::uy youngest son John Woodruff joynt Executors"; and left "all 
the rest of 1ny Estate both land and chattels and goods and house
hC'ld stuffe to be to ye only proper behoofe and benefitt of my said 
Execs." By the Invent,ory attached to the will we further know 
that there had already been "one half of ye Land Ilowsings and Ac
c-ommodations clearly by Deed of Gift disposed of to his son John"; 
obv1ously the younger son. (Search has failed to find the Deed.) 

This Im·entory, when compared with others of the place and 
period, shows that, fo1· his times, J obn Woodruff was a man of wealth 
and refinement; and a study of the other too scanty information 
within reach has given the impression that had he less unselfishly 
sacrificed himself to the interests of his parents, his family, and his 
town, the man who was Churchwarden at 32 would have taken up 
n1ore room in the records. The little there is, however, is to his honor; 
and from the requirements of the at that time important and difficult 
post of "impounder," to which be was elected, it may be inferred that 
he was upright, of tact and sound judgment, and, generally, of a 
character and standing that commanded the confidence and respect 
of all, both high and low, in the community. Doubtless he, too, like 
John Gosmer,<6 lies with the other fo\mders of Southampton, in the 
old South End burying-ground, and his tombstone, also, bas crumbled 
into dust; but, more fortunate than his !\tepfather, there are ever
increasing generations of direct descendants to keep his name before 
the eyes of men. 
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THE TWO SONS JOHN 

OF the two sons named John by our ancestor John "Woodruff, the 
J mmigrant,<~ the elder was baptized in 16:37, in the parish of Sturry, 0 

in Kent, bngland. lie doubtless accompanied his parents and grand
parents<r on the journey from Fordwicb to Southampton, Long Island, 
in 1639 or 1640, but does not appear in the records of the latter town 
until April 30, 1657, when he (then twenty years of age) was in
cluded in a list of arms-bearing men. •s 

lie was first mentioned as a lando·wner on Feb. 20, 1659-60 ; 
and about the same time he married a daughter of ~\fr. John Ogden, 
of Southampton. His father-in-law added to his land, and later, 
in 1664, gave him the "house and home lot" on :i\[ain street Mr. 
Ogden had bought from his nephew (ot cousin), John Ogden, on 
the latter's departute from Southampton.<0 On Jan. 4, 1660-61, 
"John "'Woodruff, Jun. his daughter Sarah was borne.mo Jie was 
joint plaintiff with Mr. Ogden in an action of trespass of Sept. 3, 
1661, in which the parties came to an agreement. There were deal
ings in land; and at a town meeting on :i\fay 1, 1663, he was elected 
a "Cunstable.m' I n tho burning question of the 'I'opping Purchase 
he testified, on "Feb. 2, 1663-64, that be was present ·'When Waya
combone delivered unto ~[r. John Ogden quite seizen and possession 
of all yc lands" :Mr. Ogden bad sold to the town of Southampton, 
but Captain Topping cbimed; the Court decided against the latte1-. ~2 

It was in 166+ that the bitter discontent began because King 
Charles had granted Long Island (and other tenitories) to his brother 
James, Duke of York and Albany. 

In addition, after John \1 oodruff, Sen., died his younger brother 
would have possession of the homestead that ordinarily would have 
belonged to himself as head of the family; and it is possible, also, that 
death in his own household further made longer residence in South
ampton distasteful to the elder son. So it "·as but natural he should 
join his father-in-law, :Mr. Ogden, in the emigration to New Jersey. 

21 
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Between Aug. 29th and Sept. 7, 1665, he recorded the sales of 
his house to Robert Woolley, the husband of his siste1· Anne/3 and 
of his land to other fellow townsmen. On the latter date "Sarah 
Woodruff yo wife of John Woodruff, Jr., of Southampton" confirmed 
the above sales. 54 How John Woodruff, Jr., could have had a daugh
ter "Sarah," born in 1661, and a wife "Sru:ah" living on Sept. 7, 
1665, and yet on Feb. 7, 1666, or even two or three months earlie1·, 
have arrived in Elizabeth Town, as Dr. Hatfield states/5 with no 
children and a wife "Mary," evidently needs explanation. sc 

At Elizabethtown, on April 2'7, 1691, when only fifty-four years 
old, but "in hazard of life," he made his will, 57 and on :Wfay 25th it 
was proved. His bold signature to the original will at Trenton (Old 
Essex Wills) is character-revealing! Dr. Hatfield (passim) has told 
us much, but not enough, of his gallant career as Ensign, High Sher
iff, Magistrate, and a leading citizen who stood up bravely against 
the arbitrary course of the Prop1·ietors. It is earnestly to be hoped 
that his descendants58 will tell us the story of his life with the fullness 
that is so evidently his due. 

From the dates there can be no doubt that John 'Voodnrff, Jun., 
the second son, was bom in Southampton, but the year of his birth 
is unknown ;50 for genealogical purposes, however, it may be put down 
at about 1650.60 On July 29, 1659, there is the following record: 
~'Be it known unto all that are present and to come that I, John Gos
mer of Southampton upon Long Island in America (Gentleman), 
have given and granted and by this n1y p1·esent Deed have confirmed 
to my adopted sone John Wooclruf whoe hath lived with me from a 
child, All my goods and chattells, howses and lands with all the ap
purtenances, thereunto belonging, and all privileges pertaining there
unto; To have and to hold and to enjoy the above mentioned gifts as 
his owne forever.. Also Elizabeth the wife of ye said John Gosmer 
(gent.) hath consented and confirmed all the above mentioned gifts 
in witness whe1·eof they have boath of them hel'elmto ~et to their 
hands and seals this Day of July 29; in the year of ye nativity of 
our lord Christ one thousand six hllildt·ed fifty-nine." 61 This adopted 
son was presumably the younger brother. 82 

His first appearance by his own act in the town records was in 
June, 1666, when he (then probably about sixteen years of age) ga~re 
in as his earmark (brand for cattle, etc.) "a half-penny ·under the 
left ear.no2 It \vas perhaps not until 16'70, or later, that he married 
Hannah Newton.63 In 1675 he joined in the town agreement to set 
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apart a home and land to "Bee and remain from time to time and 
forever to the use of ye ministry of our said towne, as the providence 
of God shall hereafter dispose ministers of the word successi\'ely unto 
us.nc• On Oct. 26, 1682, and on Jan. 8, 1694, he again recorded 
his earmark, this time when giving in one for "his son .John Wood
ruff, Jun.," which was to be "two half-pennys under the left ear which 
earmark was his grandmother Woodruff's and is by her made over 
to the said John Woodruff, Jun.nes In the same year be was in
cluded, for purposes of taxation, in "The Estemate of the Town of 
Southampton for the year 1683.mo He was a subscriber in 1694 for 
two of schoolmaster :Mr. Mowbrcy's "schollers" ;07 and in 1696 he 
was among the inhabitants of the town assessed fot· a contribution 
to the "defence of the ft·onteer.ms From 1673 to 169 there are 
numerous items, 60 besides those already mentioned, regarding the 
division, dealing in, and management of land. 

By the Lynn agreement of 163970 Southampton land was owned 
by the Proprietors as tenants in common, until it was, from time to 
time, divided by the drawing of lots; the shares being proportioned 
to the amount of money each had contributed to the ·'undertaking.'' 
To provide a convenient unit the town, in 1648, adopted one-fortieth 
of £6,000, £150, as a "lot" ; tQ be subdivided into three ''fifties.'m 
Sha1·es passed by inheritance, and could be purchased; the undi,ided 
land was called "commonage.'' .As the divisions were made at dif
ferent times in separate localities, and as in each division each pro
prietor was entitled to his share of homestead, meadow, \tpland, 
arable, and wood lands, their holdings were necessarily widely dis
persed, and there were naturally very many exchanges between indi
viduals to make their farms better suited to their pm·poses.12 Renee 
it came about that the "swapping of land" seems to have taken the 
place of the "swapping of horses" elsewhere ; and John ·woodruff 
evidently did his sha1·e. 00 

His share ended when, on Jan. H, 1701, he "in health of body" 
made his will/3 and on April1, 1703, it was pro,red. Between the 
death of his father, in 1670, and his own death in 1703, Southamp· 
ton had passed through many 'l'icissitudes. In July, 1673, X ew York 
was captured by the Dutch. In a manly petition, of Aug. 14th, the 
"Inhabitants of the East Riding of Long Island (namely, South· 
ampton, Easthampton, South Roold, Seataukok, and Huntington)" 
surrendered under duress : but, with some aid from Connecticut, and 
one "spirited engagement," they successfully resisted the taking of 
an oath of allegiance until, on Nov. 10, 1674, Governor Andross 
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PLATE E 

TilE DIYISIOX OF THE EASTER~\ SECTION OF THE 

TOW~ OF SOUTHAAfPTOX 

(See Note 70) 

ADAPTED BY F REDERICK s. S:uiTH, C.E. 

X.B.-The figures are in the order of date of division. 
1 Great Plain div., 164()-1648. 
1A Southampton Old Town div., 1640-1648. 
2 Shinnecock ~leadows div., 1648. 
2A Sout.hampton Town Plot, laid out 1648. 
3 North Sea Grant to John Ogden & Co., 1650. 
4 T,i ttlc Plain div., 1651. 
5 Scaponack 11feadows div., 1653. 
5A Sagaponack div., 1653. 
6 J\iccox div., 1677. 
6a Sagaponack div., 1677. 
7 Ox l>astu re cl i , .. , 1678. 
8 F01·ty Ac1·e div., 1679. 
~a Lot grant<>d .John Jessup in (8) div., 1679. 
9 Hog Xeck div., 1680. 

10 Pine dh·. of )leadows, 16 7 and 1737. 
l1 ShinnecO<·k lJ ills, lt>ased to Indians, 1703. 
11A Shinnecock K eck, leased to Indians, 1703. 
12 Xorth Side div., 1712. 
12A Thirty Acres div., 1712. 
13 Great ~orth div., 1738. 
13A Great South div., 173 . 
14 Beach )[eadows div., 1739. 
15 Sag Harbor div., 1745. 
16 Twelve Acres div., 1761. 
17 Little Sot1!h div., 1763. 
18 :Meadows sold by Proprietors, 1846. 
19 Shin11ecock Ilills conveyed by Indians to Proprietors' undivided 

lands. By act of 1859. 
20 Shinnccock Hills sold by Proprietors, 1860. 
20A Shinnecock Neck sold to Indians by Proprietors, 1860. 



•• 

.., 
\J 
"{ 

" ct 

(' 

( ~ 
!1JI 

GREAT ~£CONIC BAYif 

1~"'--.. ------------. ._ ....... 
.. -·-··-··--- 13 ·--·· 
l -- - -

~ 
~5 

\J t l ... 

13A 

I " ... ....._ -··-······ 

SHI f(. ~:fo0:1LLs ··-···-... Tr. .. ~-~-~~---. ·-a·---~··-·;;7···· 12·A·-
, 

(J 

fF~~ 
2A 

:)]1 11 
····4···u 1A 

T I C O C EA N 

PLATE E. 

:-1 
,~,(~ 

·" ,.. 

' 

~ 

' 
9 

\ 
. ' 

' _.'*,., I' ~ 
tC,, 

~ 
1-. ~ .... ~ 

:) 
v ~ V) 

<: ..... .... 
"1: 

tf) 

S: ~ 
Cl ... l... 
..... C> ... 
~ 

~ 1,) 

6 A ~ .... 
"1: C> ... 1--. 
ll 

SA 





TrrE Two SoNs JOliN 25 

replaced the Dutch. Instead of rew:u:ding the East Riding for its 
brave loyalty, the Governor promptly forced the inhabitants to take 
out, and pay for, new patents for land that was already indisputably 
theh own. The later change of their lord's title from Th1ke of York 
to James II only increased the power to oppress, until the revolution 
of 1686 brought relief. 74 

No doubt John Woodruff did his duty as a good citizen, but the 
records do not show that he took a prominent part in public affairs. 
Bom with the silver spoon in the.' mouth that deprives of one incentive 
to exertion, although soon ~tll'passed i}l wealth by many in the gl'ow
ing community, yet still the possessor (as his will shows) of broad 
and scattered acres, now unhappily subjected to grinding taxation and 
extortion, and with ten children to bring up, he was perhaps one 
of those upon whom Gov. Lovelace and his successors had laid such 
taxes as to "leave no time for thinking of anything else than how to 
pay them" ;'s and was what we would, nowadays, call "land poor.'' 

In his will76 he bequeathed his possessions to his wife Hannah, 
his sons Samuel, Joseph, Benjamin, Nathaniel, Isaac and Jonathan, 
and his daughters Sarah (Davis), Hannah, Abigail and Elizabeth, 
of whom, when his will was drawn, in 1701, all, from Nathaniel 
down, were not yet twenty-one years old. To his second surviving 
son, Joseph, who had emigrated to New Jersey, 17 a11d had, theref01·e, 
probably already received a portion in money, he left twenty pounds 
and a remote reversionary interest in lands willed to the younger 
brothers. To the daughters he gave ten pounds each on their coming 
of age, Sarah no doubt having had a portion on her marriage, and 
the others to be similarly cared fo1· by his heirs. To his wife and his 
other sons he bequeathed all his houses and lands, including com
monage.78 

The home lot was on the east side of }lain street (Southampton) , 
ne:ll."t south of the lot cornering on the "Hampton Road" to Bridge
hampton, Easthampton, etc.; 9 its "three acres'' of 1648$0 having been 
later extended eastward "as much as may be," to be made up for by 
surrendering land elsewhere.81 The site of the Gosmer-Woodruff 
homestead is now occupied by the house of Mr. Josiah Foster. After 
the original building had, in 1703, come into the hands of John's 
son, Samuel, it was rebuilt and remodeled to some extent,82 and as 
thus altered is shown in Tilustration D, in \T ol. I, of Southampton 
Town Records (frontispiece) and in :Mr. Howell's History (opposite 
page 148) . On April 12, 1728, Samuel Woodruff and Sarah his 
wife deeded83 this property, that had been eighty years in the Gosmer 
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and Woodruff families, to hlr. Francis Pelletreau. The house, which 
was of some consequence for the time and place, was still standing 
until within a few years. It was the last in Long Island that retained 
the old-fashioned rhomboidal window-panes, once in general use, and 
was for this reason known as the house of the diamond windows. a. 

Samuel Woodruff was on record in Southampton as dealing in 
land on April 16, 1733, and April 8, 1738,SG when he was probably 
sixty-four years of age, and then passed from view. His brothers 
presumably scattered to the farms that had been bequeathed to them 
near the town, as there are tombstones of their descendants in the 
Bridge Hampton (both old and new), Scuttle Hole, and Shelte1· 
Island burying-gTounds, and perhaps elsewhere; but no graves have 
been found of John Woodruff's own sons and daughters. Doubtless 
the tombstones still exist, but possibly are hidden from view beneath 
the soil. 86 There arc occasional records, none indicating residence 
in Southampton,87 down to modem times; but few of the blood, and 
still fewer of the name, of Woodruff, n.ow remain in eastel'll J.ong 
Island. In New J ersey, however, they abound. 

NOTE.-Vol. XI, "New York Wills;• unrecorded, recently published, shows 
(P. 27) that Samuel Woodruff, born about 1674-wiCe Hester-son of John 
Woodruff, 1650·1703, all or Southampton, L. 1., died between 1715 and 1717, 
leaving a son Samuel. It was doubtless this son Samuel-wife Sarah-who 
on April 12, 1728, sold the Gosmer-Woodruff homestead and later conveyed 
lands. 



IV 

THE WESTFIELD WOODRUFFS 







PLATE F. 



PL.\.TE F 

TilE 'WESTFIELD 1\'EIGIIBORHOOD 

}lAP drawn by Mr. 0 . L. P . Meyer (Elizabeth, N. J .) from 
Sheet !\ o. 6 of the Topographic Atlas of New Jersey, and an unpub
lished chart of the 1699-1700 Division prepared by the late Mr. 
Ernest L. )[eyer. 

Roselle (on the )fap) is just west of Elizabeth, Westfield just east 
of Plainfield. 

In revised edition, Lots J48 and 149, plotted by Prof. S. R. 
Winans, :\Iap retraced by Mr. Morgan Morris (Morristown, N. J .) . 





THE WESTFIELD WOODRUFFS 

.A. JosEPrr WooDRUFF (1676-1742) lies buried at Westfield, New 
Jersey, whose existence in his own right has not been recognized by 
modern historians. 1'hese have merged the scanty records of his life 
into that of his Elizabeth Town cousin, Joseph (1674-1746), or some
times into that cousin's son, Joseph; but their error has been the 
more excusable because the cousins were only t,.,.o years apart in 
date of birth, and because not only they, but their fathers and grand
father, all bore the same given names as well as surname. The 
Etown father, J ohn Woodruff (1637-91), was the elder son of the 
Immigrant, John Woodruff (1604-70), while the Westfield Joseph's 
father was the younger son and brother, John Woodruff (1650-1703), 
of Southampton, Long Island; from which town our J oseph emigrated 
to New Jersey.88 

His Westfield tombstone tells us that he departed this life F eb. 
2d, Anno Domini 1741-2, in the sixty-fifth year of his age; so he was 
born in 1676 or 1677. While living at Southampton, and some 
seventeen or eighteen years old, he was quite possibly one of the two 
"schollers" for whom, in 1694, his father subscribed "att twelve shil
lings In cash per scholler for the Terme of Six Months," they to be 
taught "In the hours following viz, from E ight to Eleven a Olocke 
In the forenoone, and from one to five of the olocke In ye after
noone" ;80 but nothing is certainly known, excepting that he was in
cluded as the second son of John Woodruff in the 1698 list of the 
inhabitants of Southampton, and that his father's will, signed on 
the "14 clay of January Anno Dom 1700 alias 1701," treated him 
as one who had already gone from home. There were good reasons 
why the second son should have sought a career elsewhere. His 
father,., although a wealth~' landowner, was, because of extortionate 
taxation, land poor, and there were five brothers and four sisters to 
be provided for; while there were influential relatives in New Jersey, 
where, in 1699, there was to be a. distribution of rich lands; and his 
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cousin, Robert Woolley, of Southampton, was also to become an 
Etown Associate, and draw a Westfield lot. 90 So Joseph transferred 
the hi.story of our line from Long Island to New J ersey. 

Because in 1664 the shifty Duke of York conveyed the terri
tory now known as New Je1·sey to Lord Berkeley and Sir George 
Carteret, while his oversea agent, Gov. Nicholls, was, under the 
Duke's authority, confirming the Indian deeds of the Etown Asso
ciates, there came the century of contest between the "Proprietors" 
of East Jersey (as successors of Carteret) and the "Associates"; in 
which all on both sides co·uld feel they had been wronged. For many 
years neither side thrust home, but in 1693 the Proprietors, in the 
name of James Fullerton, brought an action of Trespass and Eject
ment against one J effry Jones because of his refusal to take out a 
patent from them for his lands (his, under Nicholl's grant) and to 
pay them "Quit Rents." Judgment (on a "special" verdict by the 
Court) having been rendered against him (and against the "geneml" 
verdict of the jury) he appealed to King William in Council, by 
whom, on Feb. 25, 1696-97, the judgment was set aside, and so Gov. 
Nicholl's grant confirmed.01 

Encouraged in this and other ways, the Associates decided to 
distribute hitherto tmdivided lands, and by :M:arch, 1700, the task 
had been completed. The pioneers found their way (Ill. F) by 
blazed trails acl'Oss Crane's ford (now Cranford) to Westfield,92 which 
was long the extreme border of civilization. For the region that 
now, in many parts, has almost the "finish" of the old countries, was 
then a :wildemess, that in 1665 had sold ten acres for a penny, with 
a soil generally of stiff clay or gravelly loam for the wooden plows 
and harrows to gTapple with, and with much heavy timber to clear 
away. Wolves compelled a bounty of thirty shillings, and tl1ere were 
battles to be fought with the Indians, who only ceased to trouble 
when, in the middle of the century, the French war drew them away, 
never to return in considerable numbers. So, like other colonists, 
the settlers long took their muskets to chtn·ch with them.03 The 
"homestead plantation," the 100-acre lot No. 149,0·• of which Joseph 
Woodruff took possession in 1701, lay "a Cros R.away River," at a 
great bend, over a mile downstream from Cranfo1·d, and some three 
miles southeast of the modem town of Westfield . To-day, looking 
at t.he amphitheater from the old Raritan Road that leads t hro·ugh 
the bend, southwesterly, or from the new nor th-mHl-south Walnut 
Avenue that crosses the old road, one sees broad, almost level fields 
of green-with here and there hedgerows, and orchards, and farm-
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houses half hidden in their shade trees-sloping gently toward the 
dark backgTound of woods that fringes and marks the semi-circular 
course of the river. At the southwest the tall smokestacks of the 
American Felt ~Iills show over the woods against the sky. Even 
now a pastoral scene very pleasant to the eye, in its wilder beauty 
it must ha\'e been a home to love that, by 1 '714, Joseph had wrested 
from the wilderness for his wife Hannah and their growing family. 

In Joseph's will the eldest son named (John) was not born until 
1704, but in the beginning of the settlement deaths may have left 
no record. Certainly, because in 1700 Joseph would have been some 
twenty-four years of age, and his wife Hannah perhaps seventeen, it 
would be expected that they came together to New Jersey; and there 
was an abundant choice at Southampton of maidens of her given 
name. ~G Practically, however, nothing is known about the wife and 
mother, excepting that there were ten sons and three daughters to 
mourn when, but a few months after her com1·ade's death, she fol
lowed to a gnve beside him. 

Hannah ye Wife of 
Joseph Woodruff 

Died August the 14th 
Anno Domini 17 42 

In ye 58th Year of her 
Age. 

Their manied life had been one long anxiety. Barely had they 
safely passed the hardships and dangers of the first days of the new 
settlement when they were plunged into the forefront of the battle 
between t.he Proprietors and Associates, defending their home in 
the historic Vaughan Ejectment Suit. 

In 1686 James Emott received from the Proprietors a patent 
for 100 acres each of arable, pasture and wood land (Lot 25) . It 
was claimed that at the time he had work clone on the land, but no 
record has been found that between the 1699-1700 division and his 
death, in April, 1713, he ever disputed Joseph's undisturbed posses
sion of the home his labor was carving out of the wilderness. James 
Emott left his claim to his widow, a stepdaughter of Gov. Carteret 
and later of Col. Townley. The widow, on July 1, 1714, was mar
ried to the Rev. Edward Vaughan; and in that year's November 
term of the Supreme Court the husband brought the action o£ eject
ment. Extracts from the Etown Bill in Chancery (page 46) of 
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1745 and the Answer (page 122) of the Associates state tho two 
sides of the question with sufficient clearness. 

TilE PROPRIETORS. ".And your Orators do further show unto 
"your Excellency ( tbe Governor) That in the Supreme Court of 
11New Jersey in tho Term of November in the first Year of King 
"George tho First (1714) an Action of Ejectment was brought 
"on the demise of Edward Vaughan, as Assignee of Jame:: Emott, 
"for recovery of the possession of that 300 acres of land which 
"had been granted by the Proprietors to James Emott, by Patent, 
"dated the 6th day of April, 1686, .;, l<· ·:.; and of which tract 
" (elsewhere, of a. part of which tract) one Joseph Woodruff had 
"possessed himself under colour of the Clinker I.ot Right (1699-
"1700 division) aforesaid; which oa.me to trial in the Terme of 
"l\Iay in the second year of King George the First (1715) and 
"therein a special verdict was found setting forth the Title of the 
"Proprietors of East Jersey on the part of the Plaintiff, 1md the 
"said Indian purchase by (tho Associates) Bailey and others, and 
"Nicholl's Grant, on the part of the Defendant; which spe<'ial 
"verdict was for sundry terms argued by Council learned in the 
"law on both sides, and afterwards upon mature delibcraLion 
"thereon had, tho said Supreme Court gave judgment fo1· the 
"Plaintiff, to wit, in the term of )Iay in the fomth yea~· of King 
"George the First (1718); which judgement still remains in Force 
"unreversed, tho' a Writ of Error was brought Lhoreon before the 
"Governor and Council." 

THE ASSOCIATES. "In particular that when .Joseph Woodruff, 
"one of Your Majesty's petitioners' ancestors,0° by Writ of Error, 
"brought his Cause before the Governor and Council of this Prov
"ince in the fourth year of Your :Majesty's late Royal Father 
"(1718), in order to obtain a Judgment thence and from thence, 
"if Judgment were given against him, he intended to have appealed 
"to his said Majesty then King of Great Britain -:. * ·X· in 
"Council, the said Governor and Council would never be prevailed 
"upon to give a Judgment in the said Cause, but after ten or twelve 
"years delay and a vast Expense in the Cause, the said Ca.uso dropt 
"without being decided." 

It is evident that in face of King William's adverse decision 
in 1697,01 and of Joseph's stern determination to appeal to England 



TuE WESTFIELD \YooDRUFFS 35 

rather than submit to injustice, there was a gt·ave dilemma confront
ing the Governor and Council. Should they decide for J oscph it 
would be a fatal blow to the entire claim of the Proprietors; if they 
decided against him it could only stave off that evil a little time and 
then bring from England both the fatal blow and humiliation for 
themselves of a second adverse decision. So they naturally welcomed 
delay. 

In 1719 they ordered a transcript of the Supreme Court record, 
and the £.ling of errors by the defendant. Two years later more 
time was granted to the defendant. After another two years, on 
the motion of the defendant, the transcript was returned to the Su
preme Court, "to be examined and amended." Still another twelve
month, and the amended record was "brought up" by Chief Justice 
Trent ;97 but the defendant consented to one more year's postpone
ment. At last, in 1725, a " re-hearing in this Cause" was ordered, 
and on August 19th the "Cause" made its final appearance before 
t.he Governor and Cotmcil; but after all tho long delay, wi th only 
this meager and inconclusive outcome: 

"Councill was re-heard on both sides in this Cause." 
"Ou1·ia advism·e wlt." 
And the Court kept on deliberating lo the end, if it could be 

called an end that was never £.nishe<P8 Already, in 1720, to guard 
against renewed attacks by the Proprietors, the Assooiates had ap
pointed a Committee of Seven."" After 1725 there was furLhor li ti
gation by the Proprietors. The Associates sold lands to provide 
funds for defense. They petitioned the King. The above quoted 
Bill in Chancery and its Answer followed. Then came the Revolu
t.ion, and the issue dropped out of sight. "Such was the end of this 
"famous struggle, continued for a whole century, and resulting in 
"the vindication of the original purchasers of the soil, and the defeat 
"of their opponents."'00 

For Joseph and Hannah, however, tho sword of uncertainty hung 
suspended until t.heir deaths. It was on Jan. 15, 1742, that "Joseph 
Woodruff, Jr., of the Burrough of Elir.abeth,"'01 "Being sickly and 
weakly in Body," made his will / 02 and on Feb. 2d he died. II is 
executors were his wifo Hannah, ft·iend William Miller103 and son 
Thomas. To his "Dearly Beloved Wife" he bequeathed the "Best 
Room in my now (or 'new,' text obscure) Dwelling House" ;9 4 one· 
third of the "Improvement" (apparently, income, usufruct) of all 
his lands; one-third of his "Moveable Est.ato" (personal property), 
and any overplus of the latter after all charges had been met. To 
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the heirs who had already received their portions, viz., John, Jona
than, William, Samuel, and Abigail (wife of John Gold), he gave 
five shillings each, to be paid out of his "Moveable Estate." Between 
Thomas and Hezekiah be divided "all my Homestead plantation 
which I now live on Situate, Lying and Being adjoyning to the west 
side of the Rahaway River," and "Two pieices or parcels of Salt 
Marsh or l\£eadow Lying and being at t he bottom of Tremby's 
Neek.'"04 To Joseph he gave the "House and Laud" bought from 
Daniel Talmage, Dec. 11, 1741. To Nathaniel he gave the "House 
and Plantation bought of Joseph Bird, lately deceased.'' To Isaac 
he gave "my piece of Salt l\Ieadow Lying and Being by ~Iurthes 
Creek"; 105 and Nathaniel was to pay him thirty pounds. To Ben
jamin he gave "my Negro Boy named Lewey"; and forty pounds to 
be paid him (by Thomas and Hezekiab) when "he shall arrive at the 
age of 16 years old." To each of his daughters Sarah and Joanna 
Woodruff he gave sixteen pounds. Surely, he had well pTovided for 
his goodly family! Forced from his boyhood's home by extortionate 
taxation, into a struggle with the hardships and dangers of a wilder
ness, then to be harassed by the long, anxious contest in defense of 
his lands, that he so overcame the obstacles to success and died more 
than ordinarily prosperous for his clay plainly shows that J ona
than's'06 "honored father Joseph" was a brave, strong m;tn.107 

Hezekiah Woodruff was worse off in the matter of records even 
than his father, Joseph. At the time of his birth, in 1724, Westfield 
had begun to have a community life of its own apart from Elizabeth, 
yet has left no annals of that period. A good authority has stated 
that a young man who had sinned burned the earlier chtirch records 
to destroy the minutes of his trial and conviction; and at least, 
although the church was organized in 1727 its records date back only 
to 1759, while the town records do not begin until1794, when West
field was set off as a township. Up to 1759, therefoTe, our chief 
sources of local information are wills and tombstones. 

From the latter we lerun that Hezekiah died Oct. 22, 1776. in 
his 52cl year; and l\Iaq, his wife, on July 21, 1772, in the 44th 
year of her age. In his will (T.-20 : 37), dated Oct. 25, 1776,'08 

Hezekiah named as an executor his "Loving Father J ob11 Stites" 
( 1706-1782) ; whose will (T. 23 : 436, dated Feb. 13, 1781) named 
as daughter "~faq Woodruff, deceased"; while the will (T. 35 : 512, 
dated June 28, 1796) of John's son, Dr. Hezekiah Stites, named 
as nephew, Dr. Hezekiah Stites Woodruff (1754-1842), \Yho was 
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one of the sons of llezekiah and .llarv Woodruff. .As 1-It'zekiah 0 

Woodruff's own father was unquestionably .Joseph Woodruff, as his 
mother died too soon after his father's death to ha•e gi•en him a 
stepfather, and as in early records ''father" often stood for ''father
in-law,112 there can be no doubt that, in accordance with our family 
traditions, IIezekiah's wife )!ary was a daughter of John Stites. 

The lion. J ohn Stites, ancestor of many honored citizens of 
Xew Jersey, was born at Hempstead, Long Island, in 1706, and died 
at Springfield, Xew Jersey, .\pril 21, 17 2. lie was a Chosen Free
holder and Justice of Etown, and a Deputy in the Provincial Con
gress of K ew Jersey in 1775. ' 09 As his tombstone at Springfield tells 
us, he " Ji,·ed beloved and died lamented by Obmch and State." 

Excepting the record of the mcmber:,hip of Hezt'kiah and his 
wife Alary in the Scotch Plains Baptist Church,'0n her father having 
been a prominent Baptist, no other trace bas been found of their lives 
\tp to the date of his will in October, 1776. Crippled by the death of 
the wife in July, 1772, at least at the end "Sick and weak of body," 
and dying at the very beginning of the Hevolutionary 1\'ar, he may 
not have been able to do more than sympathize with the known ardent 
patriotism of his brothers and his sons; but it is quite as likely that 
om ignorance of his share is due to lack of records. From what is 
known of his circumstances it is CC'rtain that he was well born, well 
married, well off, and a respected citizen; to judge from his sons, he 
may have been very much more. 

In his will, after a specia I gift of a team of horsC's, a yoke of 
oxen, etc., to his son Richard, he bequC'athed his property in trust 
to his executors, .John Stites and Abner C01·<'y, for the support., until 
sold, of his family; the net proceeds to then be "put at intrust" for 
five years for the samC' purpose. .\ t the end of the pet·iod ITezekiah 
Stites l•\1oodruff (pro1·icled for by his uncle, J IC'zek iah StitC's, see 
Sketch Y) was to recei1'e £.30, IIannah (Winants) £5, the two chil
dren of .\ bigail (Pack, Paiks or Parks-records obscurC') £5 C'qnally 
divided, :Margaret, ~l ary and Sarnh £30 each. The "remainding 
part" of his C'statt' was to hC' eqn~ll~· di1·idC'd bC'tween hi!.' fi1'e sons, 
Stites, Richard, Hiram, Benjamin and J ohn."0 This provision of 
a "trust" not being customar,l' in that day, was possibly made expedi
ent by the Revolution's disturbance of existing conditio11s. 

It may have been f rom tho same cause that in J 784 the son Stites 
sold the •·homestead plantation"04 and so SC',·ered us drsC'endants of 
Dr. Hezekiah Stites Woodruff from om fi rst Nell" J erscy home, near 
which, however, many cousins still well maintain the family name. 



38 THE WooDRUFFS OF NEw JERSEY 

In the later deeds conveying our ancestors' lands a boundary 
mark quite often named is "Tooker's (Tucker) lane," which (now 

closed) used to be the way from the Raritan Road (Dl. F), near 
where it is crossed by the modern Walnut Avenue, to the late John 
Tucker's attractive old residence (occupied in 1902 by )fr. Joseph 
IIolland) on the banks of the Rahway. This is said to have been 
built as a home and school by Jean and Marie de Yermont Touchem

bert, formerly of the Island of Guadaloupe, who, in 1794, bought the 
land from Jacob Winm1s, who had, in 1784, bought it from Stites 
Woodruff.9

• A short distance to the eastward of this house (see mark 
in X o. 14 , J ll. F), on the land of :i\Ir. and )f rs. ~farx Riefel, 04 

there are still traces of the foundations (and well) of a good-sized 
dwelling-house, that from a knoll looked over the high bank with 

its fringe of trees, across the river to the wooded shore beyond. After 
John Tucker bought the property from the Touchemberts, in 1802, 

this older building was no longer used as a dwelling, but it was still 
standing in the lifetime of the present neighbo1·s: a house built of 
stone for the ground story and above of oak. l?rom the situation 

and the circumstances there need be no doubt that it was the home 
of our ancestor Hezekiah (died 1776), even if not the "now Dwelling 
IIouse" of his father, Joseph (died 1742); so is an additional induce

ment to their descendants to ' 'isit the old "homestead plantation." 
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PLATE G 

WASE:IXGTOX CORNER AXD MEXDHili 

Tms :Map has been reduced and adapted, from New Jersey Geo
logical Survey sun-prints (three inches per mile), by Frederick S. 
Smith, C.E., of Morristown, N. J. Figures 000 denote altitude of 
heights. Such of Nos. 1 to 16, below, as refer to homes, indicate 
sites of dwelling-houses concerned, e. g. the property No. 1 extends 
easterly to Brook A, westerly touches boundary of Property N" o. 2. 
The dotted lines beside No. 1 show course of private road through 
farms and woods. Several of the dates are approximate only. 

A, :Mine Run, B, N ine Brook, Note 118; C, Streams flowing into 
Raritan River. 

1. Dr. H. S. Woodruff, 1776-1782, Note 118. 2. Dr. H. S. 
Woodruff, 1776-1827, Note 118. 3. Dr. Ebenezet· Blachly, 
Note 140. 4. Dr. II. S. Woodruff, 1792-1810, Note 139 and 
text. 5. Dr. Absalom Woodruff, 1835-6, Xote to App. B. 
6. Dr. H. S. Woodruff, 1810-1828, Note 142 and text. 7. 
Dr. A.bsalom Woodruff, 1836-1843, Note to App. B. S. Dr. 
II. 8. Woodruff, 1828-1830-4, Note 142 and text. 9. Dr. 
II. S. Woodruff, Notes 118, 139, 140. 10. Preserve Riggs, 
Note to App. B.; 118. 11. Dr. William Leddell, Note 118; 
App. E . 12. Capt. IIenry Wick, Note 118; App. D. 13. 
Capt. Bettin's grave, Note 128. 14. Camp, K. J. Brigade, 
Note 126 and text. 15. Somerset Inn, a modern landmark. 
16. Logtown, Note 118, at end. 





DR HEZEKIAH STITES WOODRUFF 

fuzEKIAR STITES WooDRUFF, better remembered as "Stites 
Woodruff," was born on the 28th of Jtme, 1754, presumably at West
field, N. J., where his parents, llcr.ekiah and .Mary (Stites) Wood
ruff, were then living.111 .As has been told, his family was of standing 
in the community, but because no local annals of the period remain,'12 

all we know of his yo11th is the family tradition"3 that he was brought 
up by his mother's childless brother, Jiezekiah Stites, of Cranbury, 
in the County of Middlesex, "practitioner of Surgery and Physick," 
as he styled himself in his will."' This ·will sustains the tradition 
in that (while leaving some Long Island lands to his nephew, John 
Stites, Jr., and dividing many of his personal belonging-s by name 
among those near to him) his chief heir was his namesake, to whom 
he bequeathed his "Bonds, Mortgages, Bills, N otcs and Book Debts" 
and "all and every other thing not heretofore given of Household 
Goods, Plate, &c.,"m besides making him co-executor with the brother 
and uncle John Stites and their connection, Jonathan IIampton."" 

Whethe1· or not the uncle hoped for a successor to his own prac
tice, from the fact that the nephew became the first of the multi
tude of physicians in otn· family, it is hardly possible that he did 
not learn something of his profession while still at Cranbury. I t 
may, therefore, have been only to "finish" that our great-g1·anclfathe1· 
later became a pupil of the widely known Dr. Ebenezer Blachly, 
1735-1805, of Mendham, N. J., and, to make the story complete, fell 
in love with the doctor's eldest claughter.m It followed that Heze
kiah Stites Woodruff, :M.D., aged 22, and }frn-y Blachly, aged 17, 
were mal'l'ied on ~fay J Jth of the eventful year 1776, and settled 
beside her parents and relati,·es (Ill. G, 1, 3, 11, 12). 

Their new home was near Washington Comer, in :Mendham 
Township, }!orris County, 118

, thei 1· lands extrnding over the border 
into Bernard Township, Somerset County (of which latter the doctor 
sometimes called himself). Tbe house, still standing (but with an 
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added modern wing), was a two-storied building, creditable for its 

day, near by one of the springs of the little 1Iine Run, that, starting 
from other springs higher up the foothill, swiftly takes its mile-long 
course down the side, through the woods, into the Passaic. Tradition 
doubtless t11.1ly tells of a well-kept establishment, with a. few slaves, 
and a. certain stateliness in keeping with the position and prospects 

of the young couple; but their life in this pleasant home quickly 
ceased to be all joy. In October (1776) grief came with the death 
of the father, Hezekiah \Yoodruff,m and in December the war that 
had been waged for a tweh•emonth drew near their doorstep when 
General lee was captmed at Basking Ridge (a mile from Bernards
ville, Jll. G), and Washington's victories at Trenton and Princeton 

b~o-an the movement that led our wearied soldiers to )forristown and 
the Iowantica \"alley, but a few miles away. That winter a scourge 
of smallpox and other dread diseases in the camp gave urgent need 
for the aid of every physician within call. 

With all of both ihci 1· families ardent patriots, there can be no 
doubt of their anxious interest in tho struggle, even if we cannot 
verify the tradition that just after marriage he tore himself away 

from her to give his medical services to his country. The records 
have also failed to support the more general family belief that he 
was a regularly appointed surgeon in tho army; but there is tmques

tioned evidence that he was so regarded by his contemporaries, and 
that he dressed the wounds of many of our soldiers.ll3 120 At most, 
though, his service could not have been continuous, because he also 
maintained au extensi,,e practice for miles around his home, and 

was retained with an annual fee (probably at that time not unusual) 
as the physician of some of the wealthy families in the neighborhood ; 
and that he was at homo when our army was quartered at :Morris
town is indicated by the fact that Gen. Washington, a.nd doubtless 

other officers, are known to have sometimes spent the night at his 
hous<', which, from its situation (Til. 0, 1, 14), would, in 1780, have 
been a convenient resti11g place.113 Knowing these things, and know

ing that, admirable as is the work already done, returns ft·om many 
( Heitman says one-tenth) of the organizations have not yet been 
found, there seems hope that further r('search may some day bring 
to light his official record, even if only as a Volunteer Surgeon in 

the parts of the army .twice wintering here.121 

The smallpox winter, during which the doctor, no doubt, did 
his duty, at last passed. 'I'hen the British, when withdrawing from 
New Jersey to attack Philadelphia by sea, troubled his childhood's 
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home. On June 26, 1777, they advanced in force from Perth Amboy 
through \Yoodbridge (:Uifap in Sketch IV) to Westfield and Scotch 
Plains (Fanwood), where there was a sha1·p engagement; so must 
have passed near the old Woodruff "homestead plantation" on t.he 
bank of the Rahway. Their attack happily failed, but that day our 
doctor's brother Stites119 was made poorer by "32 Good Sheep" and 
"1 Large four year Bull."uo 122 There was good f01·tune for them
selves, though, when, on Sept. 22d, the first born123 came; but their 
happiness must have been dimmed by the disheartening news from 
B1·andvwine and Germantown . 

• 
Then followed for our army the winter of peril and suffering at 

Valley Forge : cold, starvation, putrid fever, death. "That patriot
ism which rises and expends itself in sudden ebullition is of ordina,ry 
growth--is a feve1· contagious in crowds-whilst that which endures 
under the deprivation of food and raiment, amid the severities of 
winter and the per ils of disease and battle, is as rare as it is estimable; 
but it is not so rare as that which, in the noncombatant, withstands 
the forcible, hourly, hopeless, unremunerated drain of the purse. 
Against the exactions therefol'e of the army even the friendly farmer 
. . . opposed the resources of his cunning; and though he did not 

furnish supplies to the enemy, who tempted him with gold, he con
cealed them from his friends who could pay for them, at best, in 
almost worthless paper, and frequently only in naked promises. . . . 
General Washington could obtain relief only by the strenuous exer
tions of his best of0cers.m24 To their efforts, however, he added his 
personal appeal, and wrote to our doctor (as doubtless to many oth
ers), "For God's sake send me some cattle, my men are starving." 
:h>1ortgaging property to provide the ready money needed to bny the 
cattle, our great-grandfather himself convoyed them on the long mru·ch 
from his home; when not met, as had been arranged, beyond the 
British lines, evaded their pickets, brought the cattle safely into 
camp, and was publicly thanked by General W ashington.12

G 

After the engagement at Monmouth, in June, 1778, excepting 
for the border warfru·e with the Staten Island refugees our State 
had a comparative rest until, toward the end of 1779, the army a 
second time went into winter quarters at Morristown. From the 
town 126 the encampment. extended westerly along the Jockey Hollow 
Road (Westem Avenue) past the Wick house, o-ver the crossroad, to 
where the New Jersey Brigade lay within a mile or so of the docto1·'s 
home (Ill. 0, 12, 14, 1).113 118 The winter was exceptionally severe, 
the district was drained ·almost to exhaustion of supplies, our soldiers 



PLATE H 

SOME OF THE WOODRUFF HOMES 

I. WICK HOUSE, at Washington Corner, N. J. (Ill. G, 12), 
home of our ancestor Henry Wick ( App. D), was so called when 
log dwellings were in fashion. It was built between 1746 and 1775, 
probably nearer the former year, but the exact date has not been 
ascertained. 

II. THE HILL TOP CHURCH, Mendham, N. J. (Ill. G). 
The foregTotmd shows a part of t.he homestead land of our great
gi'andfather, Dr. H. S. Woodruff (Ill. G, 6; Note 142), from 1810 
to 1828. The rank growth covers the ruined foundations of the Ezra 
Fairchild School Building (Note 147). 

The church here shown, built in 1860, is the fourth on the same 
site. The first, e1·ected in 1745, was dama!!:ed by lightning in 1813, 
and in 1816 was replaced by a better one; that was destroyed by fire 
in 1835, as was its successor also, in 1859. 

III. TilE :MENDHA:I\1: HOME (Ill. G, 7), from 1836 to-
1843, of our gnndfather, Dr. Absalom Woodruff (Ill. I; .A. pp. B and 
Note), is not shown just as it was in his day, in that the piazza (in 
place of a porch) and the bow-window are presumably, and the rear 
extension is certainly, modern. Miss Leddell (Note 140) tells us 
that it was built by a :I\ir. Axtell; was bought in 1803-4, and long 
lived in, by Dr. John W. Led dell, and was by him sold to D1·. 
Woodruff. 

It may here be stated that the middle section of the :Morristown 
home (No. 55 South Street) of the latter's son, and our father, Dr. 
E . B. Woodruff (.A.pp. B and Note), built before the Revolution, 
probably by Sheriff Kinney, in 1775, still stands, but is so masked 
by its modern wings that a photograph of it would be misleading; and 
also that, unfortunately, there is no portrait extant of Dr. E . B. 
Woodruff that does him anything like justice. 

IV. PRESEN'I' HOME, Glen Ridge, N. J ., of XII; 39-16. 
V. PRESENT HOME, l\Iorristown, N. J ., of XII; 42-16. 
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suffered terribly, and our doctor was again in urgent demand, of 
which traces might be found by search through the army records of 
that date at Washington. The ice blockade on New York Bay also 
caused the border warfare to flotlrish, so that his old Westfield home, 
and his brothers there, were in constant daJ1ger; but later, when, in 
June, 1780, there were two attacks in force on Connecticut Farms 
(Union) and Springfield, our militiamen greatly distinguishing them
selves in the repulse, Westfield and the "home plantation" were, for
tunately, out of the line of fire, and so escaped dama,"'C. m 12~ 121 On 
Jan. 1, 1781, there came the mutiey in General Wayne's command, 
so near the Washington Corner home that the sound of tho shots that 
killed Captain Bettin must have reached tho ea1·s of its inmates (Ill. 
0, 13, 1).128 In October came the surrender at Yorktown, and then, 
but for lessened border warfare, :Sew Jersey was little disturbed, until 
in 1783 there was peace. 

'Vhether because the shock of the mutiny so near the attractive 
but forest-surrounded home had made village life seem preferable, 
or from whatever cause, in 1782 ' 2~ Dr. Woodruff removed his house
hold to Hopewell Township, Ilnnterdon County, and settled at Pen
nington, possibly J,:nown to him through his journey to Valley 
Forge.'2 5 IJis home was on the main street, and he held, besides, 
other village and farm lands.120 In 1784 he had the pleasure of being 
made a member of the :Med ical Society o£ Now Jersey (Wickes),130 

but money troubles were coming to him. A lawsuit118 130 delaying 
payment for his former )Iine Run home, from which he bad expected 
ready money, he in turn failed to pay a debt on l~is new farm lands; 
so in 1Iarch, 1 i84, had to su l'I'C'IHler the111.' 31 

" 
3 

·• As he owned lands 
in at least two localities, and had an income from his practice, be 
was still, no doubt, a man of means; but equally, no doubt, he, like 
his neighbors, had lost heavily by the war. 

South Carolina excepted, ~ ew J ersey had suffered more than 
any other State from the drain on the rcsomccs of her citi7.ens. m 
The evil results of the rapid depreciation of the paper issues also 
bore heavily on those who had lent money 01· supplied services; they 
received less value than they had given or been promised. As the 
gradual return to the specie standard brought appreciation, the debtors 
in turn felt the pinch; but the creditors again suffered through not 
being paid at all. Of the doctor's fifteen Supreme Court suits, 130 

friendly and unfriendly, scattered between 1778 and 1819, some, at 
least, were plainly to determine a fair equivalent val\le in nuctuating 
currency. No doubt very many more disputes were settled in the 



48 THE w OODRUFll"S OF NEW J ERSEY 

local courts, and many debts were hopeless of collection. Tempo· 
rarily, rich had become poor and the poor more poor. 

At Pennington, as at :iYiine R.un, he did not stay long enough 
to leave more than a faint mark, and all the County History has 
to say of him137 is, "Among the early physicians was Dr. Woodruff, 
who practiced some years.'' The deed'38 conveying his homestead 
to his successor, D1-. Blachly, is dated Sept. 29, 1792, which, no 
doubt, approximately indicates the time of the removal of our great· 
grandparents to a third home; again beside her parents at :iYiendham, 
and apparently to fill a family need. The eldest daughter could best 
care for the mother, who, in grief from the 1·ecent death of a son, 
and herself to die Sept. 18, 1796, may have already needed support ; 
the doctor was to lighten the burden of the father, then 57 years old, 
aud to succeed him in his practice. 139 

As there is no record of their having acquired property on their 
arrival, they perhaps lived on previously owned property,118 or with 
their parents, or in one of the "two other dwelling houses" at the 
Blachly homestead (Ill. G, 9, 3, 4)Y0 Although this had been adver· 
t ised for sale as early as Nov. 1, 1798, some two years after· the 
mother's death, and the father had died April 19, 1805, it was not 
until May 10, 1810, that it was sold," 1 and our great-grandparents, 
on l~Iay 18th, fo·und their fourth home on Mendham Hill Top (Ill. G, 
6) . Northward, the village closed the view; easterly, diagonally 
across the broad street, were the church and graveyard; looking 
southerly, over the rounded hillocks of the green valley, they saw 
Mine ~fountain and the other Somerset hills that have made Ber
nardsville, some four or five miles away, a favored resort . The 
house, in which the doctor made the longest stay of his busy life, has 
disappeared, but the boundaries remain unchanged.142 

During the twenty years from 1810 to 1830 our country, while 
still to suffer from war, and industrial, monetary, political and other 
troubles, yet advanced toward the coming prosperity. The doctor 
was already fifty-six years of age, his wife Mary fifty-one; of their 
five surviving children, the eldest was thirty-three, the youngest 
only ten. He had succeeded to his father-in-law's extensive practice; 
t~eir means had been replenished,_ through inheritance; and for many 
years their lives were happy. Excepting in the matter of real estate, 
and the like, the scanty records show few details; but among them it 
may be noted that as the senior veterans of the Revolution passed 
away the juniors in turn became the seniors, so in 1824 and 1825, 
at least, he was chairman (with Lieutenant R.eed, secretary) at the 
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meetings of th.e patriotic citizens of Mendham to arrange for the 
Fourth of July celebration.143 Tradition furth.er tells us that he 
'vas a man of mark in the commWlity, respected for his high charac
ter, and beloved for his helpfulness and kindly humor. His solemnly 
upbraiding a friend and neighbor, who was having a sleigh painted. 
red and black, for putting it in mourning for the devil, is perhaps 
typical of the latter; because all his jokes known to us were like this, 
just good-natured fun, without a hint of malice. Probably his own 
strong personality has helped to keep them alive, for "as old D1·. 
Woodruff used to say"'H is still heard in the land. 

Grief, and the beginning of the end, came with the death of the 
wife of his youth.145 In 1826 he married Elizabeth, widow of Jacob 
Dufford. u 6 On May 12, 1828, he conveyed his HillTop homestead 
to Ezra Fairchild for his widely known school, u• and probably for 
a time lived in his Main Street house (Ill. G, 8).148 He was now, 
however, well over seventy, and needed rest; so he soon had to give 
up the Mendham. he haclloved from his early married days, in 177 6, 
and where he had been beloved. "He was rough and ready in wit and 
ways, and is affectionately remembered, as all original, natural char
acters are apt to be."'·'g 

The last of his many homes was at Succasunna, not far away, 
where, and at the contiguous Drakesville (now Ledgewood), his sons, 
Ebenezer and Absalom, were in partnership as the practicing phy
sicians. The latter, in 1835, went to Mendham (A.pp. B, Note), and 
it rested with his eldest son to care for him. Although probably with 
too little of his fortune left/50 from the kindly words of his old neigh
bors we know that with wife and children and grandchildren around 
him, and the 1nany new friends he had quickly won, he remained 
cheery to the end, which came, as the tombstone there records, on 
Aug. 16, 1842, in t he eighty-ninth year of his age. Impulsive, 
warm-hearted, much liked, upright, of great ability as a physicia.n 
and as a man, living in times of change and trouble and danger, he 
fought a good fight, and has left an honored name. 



~OTES 

N.B.-Kot.es are numbered conse<:ul.ively, and are referred to by their 
number instead of being repeated. 

When not otherwise specified, wills, deeds, etc., are of j'J onis County 
re<:ord. When any one is known to be living, dates of birth, etc., are 
not given. 

1 Goz-mar, Goth-famous; Goose-mere; written Gozmur, Gosmer, Gos
mere, Gosmore, Cosmore, Gosman. 

2 In early records the terms "-in-law" or "step-" with father, brother, 
son, etc., are sometimes omitted; or one is used in the sense of the other. 

3 H owell (see Abbreviations). 
4 Hist. of the Town and Port of :E'ordwich, of which a few copies are 

still obtainable from the author, the Rev. C. Eveleigh Woodruff, ~L.A.., 
Otterden Rectory, Faversham, Kent (and Editor of the Kent .A.rchroological 
Society), E ngland. 

5 :llemorials of the Family of Woodruff, by theRe''· C. E. Woodruff, 
~LA., for private distribution. Out of print. 

6 The parishes of Fordwich, St. )lary ~orthgate. and Sturry, are 
contiguous. 

7 Register of St. :Mary Bredin, Canterbury. Canterbury :Marriage 
Licenses, edited by J. ~L Cowper. 

8 Canterbury :Maniage Licenses, ttl .~up ri:J,. 
9 R otten's Lists of Emigrants, 1600-1700. 

10 Howell, p. 427; S. T. R., I , p. 7. 
11 Howell. !Tin man's Puritan Settlers : Colonial Records of Conn., 1636-

1665. Plymouth Colony Records, IX, 143, 167. Savage's Genealogical 
Dictionary. 

12 Sa>age's Gen<:>alogical Dictionary. 
It is possible thnt this Ann, widow of Richard Carter, was the Ann 

Woodruff, widow, who, in 1618, married J ohn Gosmer, bachelor (Note 8), 
who, because the sul"!1ame was very rare thereabouts, may be bel ievecl to 
have been a son of Mr. Gosmer by a first wife. Widowed a second time, 
Ann may have mnrricd Richard Carter. A third time widowed, it would 
have been natural for }[r. Gosmer to havo provided something out of his 
wealth for a "kinswoman" who was the widow of his first-born son; and 
natural for him, when made childless by the death of Richard, to have 
chosen the name of t ho dead first-born for his adopted son John. 

13 "What follows has been taken :from the very interesting ":Memorials 
of the Family of Woodruff'' (5) . If the author would reprint and publish 
these Memorials he would confer a great boon on all readers. 

50 
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14 "' oodreeve. In the Saxon period in England a reeve "represented 
the lord of a district, whether township or hundred, at the folkmote (meet
ing or nssembly) of the county; and within his district he levied his lord's 
dues, and performed some of his judicial :functions" (Chamber's Encyclo
predia). A "wood·reeve" was presumably reeve for his lord'$ woodlands. 
Sometimes wri tton: W oodreefe, W ood1·ove, W oodroffe, W oodroufe, W ode
rofe, Woodrofe, Woodrufe, Woodruffe, Woodruff, Woodrow, Woodrop. 

15 The only existing J m·ats (Chanucl Islands) are "judges and legisla
tors appointed for life" (Century Dictionary). In Fordwich the Jurat 
seems to have been Magistrate and :Municipal Councillor in one. 

l(l The Century Dictionary defines "yeoman" as, in recent English use, 
one owning (and usually himself cultivating) a small landed property; a 
free-holder. "There came a country gentleman (a sufficient yeoman) to 
town" (Aubrey. Lives. \\"alter Haleigh). 

17 As, notwithstanding }fr. Woodruff's most careful search of the rec
ords, but one adult "John Woodruff" could be found throughout the three 
parishes,o between the years 1625 and 1640, the John Woodroufe who was 
baptized at St. 1\Iary Northgate in 1604, and was churchwarden at Ford
wich in 1632, was, beyond reasonable doubt, the "son John Woodruffe" 
named in the will of Johu \Voodruffc, 1571-1611, of Northgate; and the 
baby, John Woodruff, baptized in 1637, in tho Parish of Sturry, was pre
sumubly tho son John who accompanied him to Southampton. 

18 S. T. R, II, page 49. 
19 Thompson's "Ilist. of Long Island"; dedicated to the IIonorable 

Silas Wood. For the above facts stated by Thompson, Savage (Gen. Diet.) 
refers us to "'Wood's llistory," in which no mention of the name of ''\Vood
ruff" has been found. 

20 See Xote 10. Genealogists have been unable to establish any con
nection between him and l£atthew Woodruff, of Farmington, ancestor of 
l\ew England family, although both were first on record m America in 
the same yenr, 1640. 

21 Possibly of the party were also Richard and Ann Carter (see Note 
12), who were first on record at Boston, on July 2, 1639 (Drake's !list. of 
Antiquities of Boston, page 245) . This date may throw light on the time 
of tho arrival in America of the Gosmers and Woodruffs; but, of course, the 
Carters may have led the way. 

22 S. 1'. R.; W. S. P ., I, page 3. 
23 The mother, Elizabeth, was first married in 1601. 
24 S. T. R., II, page 237. 
25 Howell, page 31. 
26 S. T. R., I, page 95, Note, and page 155. 
27 Ibid., I, page 136. The lot is on the west side of ~fain Street, nearly 

opposite, and south of west from, the Gosmer home lot. The house on it, 
occupied in 1832 by :Mr. Frederic Howell (S. T. R.. III, Plan), and now by 
Mr. William Ilowell, is the one next south of Enoch's millinery store. 

28 Howell, page 184. 
29 Ibid., page 32. 
30 S. 1'. R., III; Plan of 1\iain Street, Southampton. 
31 Ibid., I, page 131. A comparison with the original has shown that 
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the "John Woodruff" on page 123 of (the published) Vol. I is a misprint £or 
"John Wendall," as, indeed, the context indicates. 

32 Ibid., II, page 205. 
33 Brand to identify domestic animals. 
34 · S. 'I'. R., I, pages 149, 150, 151; II, pages 13, 14, 28, 223, 229. 
35 Ibid., II, page 222. 
36 Rowell, page 51. 
37 Ibid., page 57. 
38 Ibid., page 58. The American "Yorkshire" was made up o£ Queen's 

County; King's Couuty,Staten Island, and Newtown; and Suffoll< County. 
39 S. T . R., II, W. S . P ., pages II and III. 
40 Ibid., I, pages 150, 151, 152, 175, 179, 180; II, pages 41, 251, 314. 
41 Ibid., II, page 350. 
42 New York Surrogate's Office, Liber I, folio 69. 
43 Anne married Robert Woolley; see RoweD, page 408, and S. T . R., 

II, page 215. 
44 Elizabeth married Dayton; pl'obably Robert, son of Ralph. 

See Howell, pages 229, 230. 
45 See Sketch I, end. 
46 See Sketch II, end. 
47 See Sketches I and II. 
48 S. T. R., I, pages 154, 155. 
49 Ibid., II, pages 208, 221, 229, 236. The site of the house is now occu

pied by the residence of Mr. Albert J . Post (Clerk of the '!'own Trustees), 
on the east side of Main Street, tlu·ee doors north of the "Hampton Road" 
to Bridgehampton, Easthampton, etc. 

50 Ibid., II, 218. 
51 Ibid., II, pages 8, 223, 225 ("1653" is "1663" in the original record) 

and 229. The office of constable, even at that time, co11ferred honor on its 
occupant, but it was not until 1665 that it was greatly increased in power 
and d ignity by the establishment of "'!'he Court of the Constable and 
Overseers." S. T . R., II, W. S. P ., page II. 

52 Ibid., I, page 17'7. 
53 Note 43. 
54 S. T. R., II, pages 48, 49 and 236. From a study of the original full 

text it seems apparent that the e."changes (not sales) of land also regis
tered on these dates, while one or two might have been for the younger 
brother of the same name, were, in the main, only the putting on record 
by the emigrant of previous transactions in order to give a good title. In 
1679, when living in Etown, he for this p\lrpose confirmed a former sale 
of land to William Ludlow that seems to have been overlooked at his de
parture from So\tthampton. So. Book C of Deeds, folio 338. 

55 Hatfield, page 105. 
56 The daughter Sarah might have died; and the unmistakable "Sarah" 

in the oJ·iginal record of Sept. 7th may have been incorrectly copied from 
a less legible "Mary" in the deed; it is less probable that he remarried in so 
brief a time. 

57 Trenton, Liber D of Deeds. folio 283. 
58 T he writer is of the Westfield branch of the New Jersey Woodruffs, 
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descended from the Immigrant through his younger son John, and his son 
Joseph, as distinguished from the Etowu branch, descended through the 
elder son Jolm he is now writing about. 

59 IJis tombstone, that might tell us, with little doubt lies buried under 
the turf of the old South End burying-ground. £/fort made to ascertain 
if any of the buried stones of that generation, and later, can be found, 
proved nnsuooessful. 

60 The giving of the name "John" to a yow1ger brother while an elder 
brother nlso named "John" was still living in the same household, is so 
unusual it is only reasonable to believe it was not done until the death, in 
1649-50, of the step-grandfather's only son, Richard Gosmer (Sketch I) had 
become a cause for the adoption and the naming. 'l'hnt the younger brother 
was not included in the arms-bearing list of 1657 is evidence that he was 
then not 16 years old (S. T. R., I, pages 154, 155). His eldest-born son, 
John, died prior to 1694 ;85 the second of his sons, Joseph, surviving when, 
on Jan. 4, 1701, he made his wiU, was not born until 1676 (N. J. fist. 
Society Proceedings, Third Series, Vol. IT, "Xo. 2, page 115); and the will 
shows that of his then living children, seven, including all the daughters, 
were not yet 21 years old. lie is, therefore, not likely to have married 
before 1670, perhaps not until after the death of his father in that year; 
and if, after the fashion of tho times, he married at twenty, or thereabouts, 
he would have been born about 1650. 

61 S. T. R., Orig. Libcr A, No. 1, page 57. 
62 The use of the word "confirmed" clearly indicates that the deed 

merely put on record a pre,·ious family agreement. The only argument 
known to the writer against the contention that this former famiJy ngree
ment referred to the younger of the two sons John is the following: On 
Dec. 18, 1665, Isaac Halsey, in the right as a Proprietor of John Woodruff, 
Jun., claimed a 300-pound lot,'' 72 and Jolm 'Woodruff, Sen., a 150-pound 
lot, of Quagnanantuck (Quaqua, Quogue) land; and on Jan. 19, 1666. they 
were charged for the lots drawn (S. T. R ., I, page 151; II, page 2150). When 
p;trting with this land in 1672, :Mr. Halsey stated (Suffolk Co. Clerk's 
Office, Small Book of Deeds, page 46) that he had purchased it from ".John 
Woodruff, Jr., the adopted sone of John Gosmer. Gent.," and that this was 
reeorded in a deed (that has not been found) of Sept. 7, 1665; that is. of 
the very date on which the elder son was selling all his property, prior to 
his emigration to New Jersey. As, however, Proprietors' rights could only 
be obtained either by inheritance or by purchase (see Notes 70, 71. 72), 
and ns it is very imp1·obablo that either of the two sons had earned money 
enough to b1.1y rights that would have entitled him to claim a 300-pound 
lot (the largest amotmt claimed by any, and by only four, of the Pt·oprie
tors, and double that claimed by their father), it is reasonable to believe
that the 300-pound claim was inherited from )[r. Gosmer. Now, we know 
that while the parents occupied the homestead after :Ur. Gosmer's death, 
and presumably had a life interest. it was the yom1ger son who, after their 
death, possessed the homest~ad, and who willed it, and :Mr. Gosmer's other 
property, to his heirs. Notwithstanding any coincidence of dates, there
fore, this seems to prove beyond question that it was he, and not the elder 
brother, who was the "adopted sone.'' 
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Earmark. S. T. R., I, 149. As his father's earmat·k was "two half
peunys under the left ear," the ''one half-penny" had probably been pre
viously used by the elder brother, and abandoned to the younger brother on 
the former's emigration. 

63 Benoni Kewt.on, in a deed of 1682 (So. Red Book of Deeds, folios 
77, 78) described John Woodruff as his "brother" ; as ho had not married 
either of John's two sisters (Notes 43, 44), "brother" doubtless meant 
"brother-in-law" (see Note 2) through his own sister. .1\lt·. Newton was a 
Town Tr·ustec in 1693 (S. T. R., II, l:llS). "Tl'Ustees" were first estabJjshed by 
Dougan's Patent, Dee. 6, 16 6 (S. T. R .. I, Appendix, but omitted in some 
copies). 

6<1 S. T. R., II, page 63. 
65 Ibid., II, page 275. Orig. Liber A, No. 1, folio 101; also No. 2, folio 

165. This John was apparently a £rst-bom son, who was not named in 
his father's will of 1701, because he had died prior to J an. S. 1693-4: on 
which date "John Woodruff records earmark yt was formerly recorded to 
his son John Woodruff to Samuell Woodruff his son being two half pennys 
under tho left ear'' (Ibid., folio 165). In the will, Samuel is named as the 
"eldest son." 

66 Howell, page 44, refers to Doc. Uist. of N . Y., Vol. II, page 536. 
67 S. T. R., II, pages 360, 361. 
68 i bid., II, pages 361, 362. 
69 Ibid., II, pages 76. 78, 84, 87, 88, 92, 100, 101, 119, 120, 123. 254, 258, 

259, 263, 264, 278, 303. 307, 312, 317, 319, 328, 332; So. Liber C of Deeds, 
folio 3i}'2: So. Red Book of Deeds, folios 338-364. 

70 i bid., I, pages 2 to 6. The accompanying chart, showing the division 
among tho Proprietors of the eastern section of the Town o{ Sou thampton, 
has been adapted f rom a copy of the original map (ldndly loaned by 1\J r. 
Orville B. Ackerly), prepared by :Mr. William S. Pelletreau, for use in two 
important Suffolk County suits, 18 4-89 and 1891-1900. ) lr. Pelletreau's 
map showed the di,,isions in completion westward to the Town of Brook
haven. 

71 Ibid., l, page 50. Note W. S. P. 
72 Tbid., pMsim, H owell, pages 26 and 27. 
73 E. L. I . W ., page 261. 
74 H owell, pages 60-67; S. T. R., IT, W. S. P., pages IV and V. 
75 I bid., page iii. 
76 E. L. I. W., page 261 . 
77 Proceedings, Third Series, Vol. II, No. 2, page 117. lie was the pro

genitor of the Westfield branch of the New Jersey Woodruffs. See Note 58. 
78 His lands were situated as follows: Adjoining a pond called Scuttle 

Hole (about 1}/, miles northwesterly from Bridge ITampton); by Long 
Pond, a string of ponds extending sou therly from the above to a point on 
the "Tiampton Road," just west of Bridge Hampton; and Brushey Neck, 
a part of Hog N eck, lying just west of Sag H arbor's )[a in Street (S. T. R., 
II, 90, Note, and 92) . The neck is now owned and occupied by Dr. )forton. 
There was another "Brushey Keck" west of Westhampton (S. T . R., III, 
page 143). He had lands also adjoining the west side of the Town Pond 
(Lake Agawam, the Indian name of Southampton), continuing westward, 
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in Captain's and Halsey's Necks of the Great Plain, and at Shinnecock ; 
northward also at Sebonnucke (Seponnucke, Sebonic, Sebonac), just north 
of the GoH Grounds. The farm is now in the possession of Captain White. 
Going westward past Canoe Place, he owned on the Aquebauge (or Acca
bog) meadows, along the South shore of Great Peconic Bay, south of east 
f rom Riverhead. He had previously disposed, by exchange or sale, of other 
lands at Quogue ; at Catchaponak (just west of Quogue meadows); at 
Sagaponack (Sagg, two or three miles southeast of Bridge Hampton) ; and 
of a part of his home lot. Fot· all eastward of Canoe Place see C. and E . 

79 S. T. R., III, Plan of liain Street, Southampton. 
80 Howell, p. 26. 
81 S. T. R., I, pages 150, 151. 
82 Letter from Mr. W. S. Pelletreau, of Oct. 19, 1900. 
83 So. Liber C of Deeds, folio 827. 
84 E. L. I. W., page 261. 
85 So. Red Book of Deeds, folio 803, S. T. R., III

1 
page 8. 

86 Formerly, many families living outside the villages buried their 
dead on their own farms, or with their neighbors in a nearby plot. If the 
land \vas kept in the family, the graves have been presened; but in changed 
hands there might be no one to care for them; and existing tombstones 
illustrate all the steps of the change from an upright position until only a 
scrap is still left bare by the ever encroaching sod. In addition, as, for 
example, at Scuttle Hole, in some instances the entire space is fast being 
covered by an undergrowth, and at the present pace, before many years 
have passed, even the memory that it was a bm·ying-ground may be oblit
erated from the minds of all but a few genealogists. 

87 The census of 1776 (S. T. R., III, Appendix) shows that at that 
time John, Daniel, David, David, Jr., Silas and Benjamin Woodruff were 
heads of families numbering 26 souls in all. From the order of the Jist, 
they were Jiving (apparently not very far apart) to the eastward of Water 
liill. The1·e is no evidence that any were living in Southampton or any
where to the west of Wate1· }fill. 

88 See Sketch III, and Proceedings, Third Se1·ies, Vol. II, No.2 (May, 
1900), page 115. In his will, John Woodruff (1637-91), first of Etown, 
named only one son, Joseph. There is abundant evidence (see Hatfield, 
Index, e. g., page 336) that trus son was the Joseph (1674-1746) buried in 
the Presbyterian graveyard at Etown (Inscriptions, No. 1894); so he of 
1676-1742--i. e., hom only two years later-could not also have been that 
J ohn's son. Nor could a Joseph, born 1676, have been his grandson, because 
his eldest son John's fii"st child was not born until1683 (Winans). In West 
Jersey there was a contemporary-a Thomas Woodruff/ of Fenwick's Col
ony-who also had a son Joseph,* of apparently much the same age as 
the two East Jersey namesakes; but that Joseph is on record (N. J . 
Archives, Vol. XXI, pages 617, 629, 632) as a resident of Salem Town, not 
Westfield. In brief, no New Jersey Woodruff of the period has been found 

·*The line ended with Joseph. Thomas "died having no issue besides his 
said son Joseph to survive him .. .. Joseph . . . died ... without issue." 
T . Deeds, D, pages 218, 219 (Winans). 
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who could have been either the father or the grandfather of our Joseph 
Woodruff, Jr., as he was called, doubtless to distinguish him from his only 
slightly senior Etown cousin. Who, then, was J oseph Woodrufi, of West
field? 

In the "List of ye Inhabitants of Southampton, old and young, Chris
tians and Hethen freemen · and ser,,ants, white and black, Anno 1698" 
(Howell, page 34), the family of the Etown John WoodrufF's younger 
brother John includes a "Joseph" as the second son. The father, in his 
will (E. L. I . W., page 261), signed Jan. 14, 1701, bequeathed unto his son 
"Joseph Woodruffe ye sum of twenty pounds current money of sdProvince," 
and also willed that if either of his sons, Nathaniel or Isaac, "shall depart 
this life before they come to ye age of twenty-one years then my will is 
that my son Jonathan W oodrufie shall have his pm·t deceased to him and 
his heirs forever and if all my sd three sons namely Nathaniel, I saac and 
Jonathan shall depart this life without heirs then my will is yt ye aforesd 
three parcels of land given to them as above be equally d ivided between 
my two sons before mentioned namely Joseph and Benjamin and their 
heirs forever." 

Jonathan, who, as above, was to receive (besides twenty pounds when 
he came of age) only a reversionary interest in his father's lands, was the 
youngest son, perhaps sixteen years old. As no later mention of him has 
been found on record, he may have been in ill health, or there may have 
been some other reason why be, too, was made an exception; but, when 
every one of the other brothers was left a portion of the father's only too 
abundant lands, that the second son (Joseph), then over 21, should have 
been left (besides twenty pounds) only a reversion of the reversionary in
tet·ests of younger brothers is strong evidence that be was not to remain in 
his father's neighborhood. That after diligent search no trace of J oseph 
later than the date of the will has been found in Southampton or Suffolk 
County further strengthens the p1·obability. 

In addition, it should be noted that the final "e" of our surname Wood
reeve (14) was retained in Kent down to our emigration in 1639-40. J ohn 
(1650-1703) of Southampton so retai11ed it in the will above for both him
self and his childl'en, including Joseph; and the Westfield defendant was 
"Joseph Woochuffe'' (N. J . Al'chives, Vol. XIV, page 93). Whereas J ohn 
(1637-91) of Etown signed his original will (Trenton : Old Essex \\>-ills) 
"John Woodruff," and his son Joseph also signed \Vithout the "e" (Hatfield, 
pages 247, 284). This later retention (at least until 1719, though afterward 
dropped) of the "e" by the Westfield Joseph points to New Jersey as the 
"far country." We know that in the 1699 (for some unknown reason called 
"Clinker Lot") division many of the settlers of Westfield came from South
ampton (Hatfield, page 251); that a "Joseph Wooclrufe" drew a lot (Etown 
Book B; Hatfield, page 307; but see Note 94); that the Joseph who occupied 
the Westfield lot was, beyond question, tl1e one (1676-1742) buried at West
field; and that, without reasonable doubt, he was neither son nor grandson 
of any Woodruff on record as living at that t ime in New J ersey, but is 
needed to accoun:t for t.he Long I sland son. Taking it by-and-large, there
fore, it is evidently safe to believe that the Joseph Woodruffe of Westfield 
was the Joseph Woodruffe of Southampton. 
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89 S. T. R., II, page 360. 
90 Note 76; H owell, page 4.08 : Jlatfield, page 277. 
91 Hatfield. pages 80, 241, 242. 
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92 ''Westfields," the rich fields west of Etown (County Histories of 
Clayton and Ricord). 

93 See County Histories. The "church" was at Etown or Woodbridge 
until. in 1727, Westfield organized one of its own; the first building, how
ever. a log bouse, not being ercctoo until 1730 (Clayton). Wl1ile there 
are no church records ell.-tant for the period concerned that might give evi
dence. there is reason to believe that our Joseph Woodruff was lUI Elder 
at both Woodbridge and \Tcstfield (where his eldest son J ohn was a Dea
(;on). Dr. Hatfield, page 358, explicitly referring to the J oseph Woodruff 
who was the defendant in tho Vaughan Ejectment Suit (unquestionably 
the Joseph of Westfield), states that he was an Elder, but confuses him with 
his cousin Joseph of Etown, who wns also an Elder (of the Etown church) ; 
just as on page 582 he made tho Joseph of "ten sons" (unmistakably our 
J oseph, Jr.) a son of that cousin. Similarly, in his Tiistorical Discourse, 
the Rev. James ITuntting (on whom Dr. Hatfield doubtless relied). evi
dently not aware that there ever was a Westfield Joseph, names as first of 
their sumame at Westfield J oseph's sons J ohn (1704-68) and J onathan 
(1707-77), both buried near their father. 

One now visiting the well-kept graveyard at Westfield cannot but feel 
surprised that )Jr. IIuntting could have failed to see the tombstone of 
Joseph quite near the front gate; but the surprise vanishes on reading 
Hicord's statement that by 1865 the old cemeter.v had become choked by 
young tl·ees, weeds. vines and ben·y bushes, so that in )Jr. Ilun tting's 
time it was doubtless practically impossible to obtain information from 
the tombstones. 

94 See Ill. F (Map) . Since the leaflets wore published Prof. Samuel 
R \Vinans, of Princeton University. bas made (and most kindly shared) 
ven· ,·aluable researches, that, while confirming the main statements of the 
leaflets, interestingly alter some of the details. 

For example, from an old deed he has found that it was not the event
ual owner, our Joseph Woodruff, Jr., 1676-1742, who, at the 1699 division, 
drew the Westfield lot No. 149 (see E town Book B; Dr. Hatfield's "148," 
on page 307, was doubtless a pen slip. as he places the lot correctly on page 
255), but, instead, his Etown cousin, J oseph Woodruff, Sr., 1674-1746 
(~ote 88). in his right as an Associate. In 1700 Joseph, Jr., was also in 
Etown (N. J. A .. First Series, IT, page 334); and no later mention of him 
there has been found. On Jan. 14, 1701, in good time for his emigration 
in the spring to Westfield, his father, John 'Woodl·uff, at Southampton, 
made his will (bequeathing J oscph £20) while in "health of body." This, 
instead of waiting until compelled by the last illness, was so unusual in 
those days, it plainly indicates a special reason for making the will. On April 
1, 1703, the father died, so the £20 would have become available when, on 
Nov. 15th of that year, J oseph, Sr .. and Mary his wife, for £20, conveyed 
by the old deed to Joseph, Jr., the Lot No. 149, which there is thus reason 
to believe he had occupied since 1701, under a promise to pay, secured by 
his father's will. 
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From two survey maps of 1744, and other old records, Professor Winans 
further finds that (see Map) Lots 149 and 148 were extended easterly to 
the river's edge, the northerly section of the former sold, and the north
erly .section of the latter acquired. So the "Homestead plantation" Joseph, 
J r., bequeathed to his sons Thomas and He::~ekiah was of both lots. They 
juined in selling more of 149, leaving about 130 acres for the 1744 partition. 
Thomas, the same year, sold his share, the lower 20 acres to Hezekiah, to 
add to his contiguous inherited 65 acres of 148. It is of a part of the latter 
that Joseph, Jr.'s ownership (by purchase) has been traced from the 
present (1902) occupants, ~Ir. and ~frs. Marx Riefel, as follows : 

1864. Riefel from Stoddard; Etown; 15; 269. 
1859. Stoddard from Miller; Etown; 5 ; 205. 
1859. Miller from Clark, et als.; Etown; 4; 237. 

(Clark, et ak, heirs of Joseph Tooker (Tucker), heir of 
John Tooker, who died intestate in 1834; see Supreme Court 
Report of Oct. 29, 1834; Trenton, Book of Partitions, page 
281.) 

1802. Tooker from Touchembert, Ne\vark F ; 409. 
1794. Touchembert from Winans, Newark BB; 125. 
1784. Winans from Woodruff, Newm·k F ; 339. 

The wills (both at Trenton) are: 
1776. Stites Woodruff, through Hezekiah Woodruff's will, 20, 37. 
1742: Hezekiah Woodruff through Joseph Woodruff's will; C; 475. 

Pel'haps most satisfactory of all the discoveries is, that on one of the 
two 1744 survey maps there is a sign indicating a house in 148 where the 
+ is placed in Illustration F; so there need be no doubt that the + ap
proximately marks the site, ~\ot only of Rezekiah's home, but also of "my 
new Dwelling Rouse," named in Joseph, Jr.'s will of Jan. 15, 1742, and 
told of at the end of Sketch IV. 

95 In the 1698 List (Howell, page 34) there were some 34 unmarried 
(besides mmTied) of the variously spelled name of "Hannah" in a total 
number of 350 women. 

96 The Woodruffs who signed the "Answer" were Samuel; Samuel, Jr.; 
Thomas; Thomas, Jr.; Cooper; Abner ; Robert; Nathaniel; Jacob; Daniel; 
Abraham; John; John 5th; Joseph; Hezekiah; Jonathan; David; Isaac; 
Ezekiel; Tim, Jr.; Isaac, Jr.; Jeremiah. Of these, Thomas and IIezekiah 
certainly, and several of the others probably, were children and descendants 
of Joseph of Westfield. 

97 In October, 1902, this record had apparently not yet been returned 
to the Supreme Court. 

98 N . J . A.rchh•es, Vol. XIV, pages 93, 112, 194, 199, 243, 273, 275, 288, 
299. 

99 The Joseph Woodruff placed on it in 1729 (Hatfield, page 311) was, 
probably, from his connections with the still unfinished Vaughan Eject
ment Suit, the Joseph of Westfield, and not the cousin of Etown. 

100 Hatfield; pages 307, 318, 364, 372. 
101 Westfield was not set off from Etown as a township until 1794. 
10Z Trenton, C, 475. 
103 Hatfield, page 266. 
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104 Near the mouth of Rahway River. The modern spelling is perhaps 
Tremley; and see "Trembly," in Hatfield, pages 267, 509. Until quite re
cently the inland farmers made annual pilgrimages to the salt meadows by 
the sea to increase their store of hay. 

105 Said to be the modern }forse's Creek, emptying into the Kills near 
Bayway and Elizabeth. In original will, "Marshes" = Marsh's. 

106 Will, Trenton, Liber 18, folio 645. 
107 :Most of the information here given about the children has been 

come upon incidentally, but may help in their researches those more closely 
interested. An asterisk denotes burial in the Westfield gravyard. All 
wills referred to without special mention are on record at Trenton. 

The eldest son (by his tombstone a Deacon), JOHN WOODRUFF,* 
was born in 1704 and died in Sept., 1768. He lived where Mr. Sylvanus 
Pierson was living it\ 1839 (Huntting). Ris will, I, 341, names wife 
Elinor, and children John, Moses .and Cornelius. JONATHAN·''' (1707-
July, 1777) manied, first, Jennet* (1707-50); and second, Prudence·" (1709-
81). His will, 18-645, names wife Prudence,* children Noah, Aaron, Dan
iel, }[ary (Scudder), Anne (Badgeley). In 1750 he was Jiving a mile 
north of the Westfield church, at the four corners on the mountain road 
(County History) . WII.LIAM married Phebe, daughter of the Joseph 
Williams of Etown, who died in 1737 (Will, C. C. Gardner, 31, 7, '03). 
SAMUEL"' (1710-54), in his will, F, 208, names wife Elizabeth and 
daughters (both under 20) Abigail and Rachel. ABIGAIL, wife of John 
Gold, was born Sept. 12, 1712 (Winans) . Of JOSEPH, only what is in 
the will is known. NATHANIEL, also with details in the will, was born 
on Oct. 14, 1719 (}{aj. Charles E. Woodruff search) . THO~rAS (1722, 
June 15-April 2, 1804) married, fu·st, 1l'fa1·y·~ (1714-53). Anna,·:<· by the 
inscription, "wife of Capt. Thos. Woodruff, died April 16, 1762, aged 62," 
it has been found (Winans, Maj. Charles E . Woodruff search) was Ann 
Scudder, widow of Ephraim :Marsh (1700-50), when, on Dec. 6, 1753, she 
became the second wife. He married, third, on January 31, 1763, Rebekah 
(1732-1818), by the clmrch records, Rebecca ~ferry. IIe was a Judge of 
Common Pleas (Newark Deeds, F-339). On Dec. 6, 1774, he was appointed 
a member of the Essex County Committee of Correspondence, or Obser
va tion (Clayton, page 64; Hatfield, page 412), and he was otherwise promi
nent as a patriot. Of HEZEKIAH (1724-76) all that is known is told 
in Sketch IV. ISAAC married ) fary·X· (1722-Dec. 15, 1766), perhaps 
the :Mary Little by the church records manied to Isaac Woodruff, Nov. 19, 
1761, or pe1·haps she was a second wife. The sm·mise in the leailets that 
he might be the Etown Isaac, who died 1803, has been discredited by evi
dence; and while he, too, may have been of Etown, and have been con
fused with the other, nothing more is known of him. BENJ.A.~IIN was 
not yet 16 at his fatheJ~S death. With the Woodruff graves at Westfield 
t.here is a " (undecipherable), daughter of Benjamin and Jane 
Woodruff, died }fay, 1754." By his will (29-533; proved No'' · 27, 1786) 
he was then of Franklin, Bergen County. He names wife Jane, children 
Benjamin, Joseph, Joshua, Daniel, Elizabeth and ~roses. 

By the evidence of the father's will, Thomas, Hezekiah, Nathaniel and 
Joseph were without "JJawfull Issue" on Jan. 15, 1742. 
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N.B.-The references to the Westfield church records have been made 
tln·ough the courtesy of J\!rs. Henry C. Cooke (H. R. C.), of Westfield (see 
App. c, 1). 

In the office of the Secretary of State, Trenton, N. J . (Essex Co., Files 
1730-49) there are copies of Joseph Woodruff, Jr.'s Inventory, dated Feb. 
27, 1742, and "Praised" by the "Prisers" Charles Hole and George Ross, 
respectively Schoolmaster and Wneelwright; and also Executors' Accounts 
of J\{ay 10, 1742. The Accotmts show that of the two younger daughters, 
while Sarah was apparently unmarried (but besides a Sarah Woodruff there 
were also a Sarah Jefferys and a Caleb Jefferys named), Joanna had 
become the wife of Josish Crane. The Inventory includes the "Negro 
Boy Named Lewye," horses, cattle, sheep, swine, implements, furniture, 
gr·ain and food in stock, and other belongings, to the value of £304-5-6, 
which give a glimpse of the household of a well-to-do citizen of the period. 

108 The will is dated Oct. 25th, three days later than the date of death 
on the tombstone, presumably through some enor of carelessness. 

109 Hatfield; Littell's Passaic Valley; Clayton's Tiist. of Union County. 
110 0£ our ancestor, Dr. FIEZEKIAH STITES WOODRUl!'F, some 

account is given in Sketch V. For STITES, see Notes 122, 127, 132, 133. 
For RICIIARD, letters of administration (T., 24-22) were granted to the 
brother, Stites, on Aug. 1, 1780. The will of mRAJ\f was proved in ~lid
dlesex County, :March 8, 1820. In Essex County, 1844, letters were issued 
for a BENJAMIN S. Woodruff, with a widow Ham1ah ; only possibly a 
son of Hezekial1. For JOHN, see Note 122. For HANNAH Winans and 
her husband and children, see Appendix C. The will (T. 33-361, 1793) of 
}fARY names nieces J\fary Woodruff Winans, daughter of Samuel Winans, 
and J\Iary Allwood, daughter of Thomas Allwood, deceased. Of ABIGAIL 
(Pack), :MARGARET and SARAH nothing has been found; but of them, 
and of all the others, fur ther search would doubtless be 1·ewarded with 
much information. 

111 Sketch IV. 
112 Ibid. 
113 Jlfrs. Jacob F . Randolph (Jifaria Louisa Van Lieu), daughter of the 

Rev. John and Anna :Maria (Woodruff) Van Lieu, and granddaughter of 
Dr. E:ezekiah Stites Woodruff, was born Jan. 31, 1831, and died :h{ay 27, 
1904. In a letter of April 28. 1902, she WI'Ote regarding her grandfather 
that he was brought up by his uncle, Dr. Stites, of Elizabeth, for whom 
he was named, and who in his will left him some property. He married 
Ma1·y, dat1ghter of Dr. Ebenezer Blachly. She is buried in ~Iendham. 
His second wife was a wido\v (Note 146), and mother of Dr. Duffo1·d, who 
married Harriet, daughter of Dr. Ebenezer WoodYuff. the eldest son of 
our doctor. During the Revolutionary War the grandfather lived at }\fine 
Brook, where he owned a large tract of land, and had a very extensive 
practice for miles around, including ~[orl'istown. A number of wealthy 
families retained him as their physician by au annual fee. She had heard 
that he a~ted as a Surgeon in our army when at and near Jl:[orristown. She 
had not heard of the incident of his supplying cattle to our troops at Valley 
Forge, but knew that General Washington and General Lafayette had quite 
often spent the night at the Mine Brook house, her mother having re-
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eounted to her how her grandmother (Mary Blachly Woodruff) used to 
tell of their visits, and of thinking them such noble-looking men. 

114 T. 35-512, June 2S, 1796. HEZEKIAH STITES, son of the Hon. 
John Stites, 1706-82, was born about 1730; married a daughter of James 
Patten, who predeceased him, apparently without issue; practiced medi
cine at Cranbury, Middlesex; joined the Medical Society of New Jersey 
a year after its foundation, in 1766; was always an inftuential member, 
and in 1775 was elected its President; on the erection, in 1785, of the 
Presbyterian Church at Cranbury, gave the congregation the bell; and 
died Kov. 17, 1796 (Wickes) . It should be recorded in his honoi· that he 
bequeathed his negro boy Horace only "until he shall an·ive at the age of 
twenty-one, at which time my will aJld desire is that he be set free." 

115 Tho total inventory value was over .£1,600. 
116 One reason for his care of the nephew and namesake may have been 

that the uncle and mother were f ull brother and siste1· by the fil'st wifel 
Abigail Rushmore, while the others were children of the second wife, 
:Margaret Hampton. Littell, indeed, on page 407, iinplies that the daugh
ter by the first wife was named "Sm·ah," but thei r father, John, in his will, 
T. 28--436, put :Mary Woodruff first and Sarah Gano second, while Littell 
also states that Mrs. Gano was a daughter of the second wife. This brings 
back the question, raised in Note 56, whether "Sarah" was not sometimes 
eopied from old manuscript when "Mary'' had been written? 

117 :MARY BLACHLY WOODRUFF was the daughter of Dr. Ebe
nezer and :Uary (Wick) Blachly. Mary Wick was a daughter of Hemy 
and 1\Iary (Cooper) Wicl<. 1\:I:ary Cooper was a daughter of Nathan and 
Mary C\Iiller) Cooper. See Appendix D. 

118 There is no doubt that our great-grandparents lived at "}line Brook" 
(113) and owned a "1\fine Brook" farm (136) . Nowadays, "1\Iine Brook" 
would be taken to mean the Lackawanna station of that name, between 
Bernardsville and Far Hills, or the stream B (Dl. G), and at the end of this 
note) that gh·es the name; but caJ·eful search has found no deed or tradi
tion to connect them with that neigbbo1·bood; while the fact that in the 
19th century their son, Dr. Hezekiah Stites Woodruff (born 1795), for a 
time lived beside the stream at Far Hills (then the Lesser Cross Roads) 
may have caused confusion. On the other hand, there is much to connect 
them with the Washington Corner district and its little "1\fine Run," A 
(Dl. G; apparently also sometimes spoken of as "1\fine Brook"); so known 
from at least as eady as 1746 (H-122), and so named from an iron mine 
(never worked) beside it. 

In 1779 Samuel Lewis bought (A-275) f rom ,Joseph Byram 36~ acres 
in Mendham township. This lot, together with two similm· lots (and the 
promise of a money payment), he, iu 1781, conveyed (W-335, not recorded 
until 1812) to Dr. Woodruff in exchange for the latter's "farm at Mine 
Brook" (see Note 136), the deed for wltich has not been found. A lawsuit 
delayed this 1781 trausact.ion until178~. when it was settled (136) by Lewis 
conveying back the farm, with a lessened money payment, and Woodruff 
conveying back two out of the three lots. 

On Dec. 24, 1791, Dr. Woodruff sold (B-286; recorded Feb. 14, 1794) 
to Dr. William Leddell, his wife's uncle, 105 acres in the township of 
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:;\fend11am, "or near the border thereof." On Sept. 7, 1792, Dr. Leddell 
sold to Japhet Byram 36~ acres in )fendham to., which, from the course!> 
described in the three 1779, 1781 and 1792 deeds being identical, is un
mistakably the Lewis-Woodruff-l,eddell lot. This, subtracted from the 
1791 Woodruff-Leddell 105 ac1·es, would leave 68y,l acres in "\l endham to., 
or "near the border thereof" ; Lhat is, or "over the border in Bema rei," 
to which to. our docto1· was assigned in the Lewis deed and lawsuit. The 
boundaries in the 105 am·cs deed are vague, but "Brogden's line" passed 
through the mouth of "J\Jino Run" (Il-122), and the inherited lands of 
1\[njor Henry Axtell " in the neighborhood" were not far on the other side 
of the J\fendham-Basking Ridge road. shown in the map and the plan oppo
site. All this points to the present )frs. Hannah Coleman, part J\lendluuu 
part Bernard, property (Ill. G) as the (.t y,i acres not accounted for. 

Tier attractive property, now containing 75 acres (B-4--146), in 1833 
(D-3-206) was of "70 acres more or less," which, for those day:>, was near 
enough to the 68y,! figures. Its ow11ership has been traced further back 
(F-3-98; S-2-89) to heirs, in 1823, of Presen·e Riggs (a friend and 
neighbor o£ the two Doctors, both much given to buying and selling land, 
so he may easily have bought i t from Dr. Leddell) ; whose possessions (Ill. G, 
10) touched the Coleman property at the northeast, while the moro south
er ly contiguous Leddell homestead (111. G. 11) lands came up to tho bank 
of "'vl iue Run, which stream (Ill. G, A) forms so much of tho northeasterly
easterly boundary of the Coleman property it would have been natural to 
call that the "Farm at )fine Run," or even the "Farm at )[inc Brook." 
Further. the Blachly lands (Ill . G, 3. 4) then extended southward to parts 
of the northern limits of the farms of both )[rs. Coleman and )[r. Oliver 
Sanders (Ill. G, 2). 

The latter's farm, which is part of the southwesterly boundary of the 
former, and the northerly boundary of the property of Thomas S. 01·miston, 
Esquire, was (together with a piece on the other side of the road) sold 
(V-2-275) by Dr. Woodruff to William Guerin in 1827. The record of 
the successive conveyances down to :Mr. Sanders is complete ; b\lt no record 
has been found o£ the doctor's purchase o£ either of the two properties 
(both may have then been Blnchly lands), although he thus cer tainly owned 
this Oue1·in-Sanders farm, which, as the plan opposite shows, seems to 
have been a fragment from the larger property that had given the )[ine 
Run family needed access to the road leading to the parents' home (lll . G, 
3, 4). 

Considering the above, and what we know o£ the doctor's life during the 
Revolu tion. it seems fair to conclude that the "farm at )fine l31·ook" was 
at the ''}fine Run" brook. In addition. while the "Rig~ hou~e" proper 
( lll. G. 10). built b~· Presen'e Higgs, and now owned by ){iss Denton (APt>. 
E; 5 and 6), is at \Vashington Corner. the one on the Coleman fann was 
so long occupied by membc1·s of the Riggs fami ly, and the Woodruff stay 
was so far back, and so brief, that it. too, is naturally called the "R~gg 
house." For decades, however, it has been known as o£ the "over a hundred 
years" class, and, from its construction, was doubtless standing in 1776, to 
be the fu·st home of the young couple. 

It may be added that from tradition it is likely our doctor owned other 
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lands near by, of which the record has been lost. For example, Mr. Henry 
Sutton (died Oct. 25, 1904), in August, 1903, remembered his fathe1· having 
told him that long ago our great-grandfather lived on the present Mr. and 
}frs. William Thompson fa1·m (ill. G, 9), bounding him both sides of the 
road on the west. The Suttons bought their laud, and built the house 
still standing, in 1796, so it is quite possible that on our doctor's return 
from Pennington to Mendham, in 1792 (139) he occupied the Thompson 
property for some years; but the em·liest record found is that of its sale 
(C-3-488) in 1799 by his brother-in-law, Absalom Blachly. From its 

WDODRliFF
COLEMAN 

WOODRUFF-

SANDERS 

situation it presumably had been Blachly property; it may have been that 
it was presented to the young couple on their marriage, and by them sub· 
sequently sold to Absalom. 

Reverting to the modern Mine Brook (lll. G, B), Gordon's Gazeteer 
(1834) describes it as a mill stream of great force, studded with mills (now 
gone), that rises near Logtown, on the summit of Mine Mount, and runs 
six miles southwest into the Raritan. Logtown (ill. G, 16), later some· 
times called Reynoldsville, or G1·eenville, at that time consisted of a. f ulling
mill on a stream flowing into the Passaic (both the mill and its frame 
dwelling house being now in ruins), and three or four other houses (the 
stone house at the corner was originally the stable of the mill property 
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opposite); and as a matter of fact, the longest branches of Mine Brook 
rise at some distance from it on :lline ..\Lount, but on the way from Ber· 
nardsville (Yealtown) to Logtown there is a noteworthy spring, that, when 
the mountain was less traveled, might have been considered the main 
source of the brook. 

119 Sketch IV. 
120 In a letter of Nov. 28, 1898, to the writer, the late Mr. William S. 

Cary, of Cary's Station, Flanders, ~- J., a very old friend of the family, 
wrote that he had no positi\·e proof that our great-grandfather was a 
surgeon in the army, but as a boy used to hear him spoken of as having 
occupied that station. :Moreover, in 1832, or 1833, in his father's house, 
a surgical operation was performed (by Dr. Jacob Drake Woodruff, a 
grandson, under Dt·. ITczekiah's eye), so light there were lookers-on, includ
ing himself, but sufficient to cause one o£ them to tumble over. Joking 
him for his weakness, Dr. IIezekiah said he would make a very poor sol
dier, but might get over it after dressing the wounds of as many soldiers 
as the doctor had dressed. See also 113 and 143. 

121 For example, his brother-in-law, Dr. Ebenezer Blachly, Jr., 1760· 
1812, appears in the records concerned only as Ebenezer Dlackly, Surgeon's 
~fate on the roll of the 10th North Carol ina for July, 1778; but from the 
recorded knowledge of his contemporaries (see Wickes, page 150) it is 
1.-nown that at least he was also attached as volunteer surgeon to a regiment 
of the Pennsylvania line; wintered at Valley Forge (where bis brother 
Absalom visited him, as by his published notes; Wickes); and served at 
the battles of White Plains, 1776, and :Monmouth, June, 1778. His tomb· 
stone at Pennington, where he died while on a visit from Paterson to his 
brothers, records him as an "officer in t.he war for American Independence." 
See also IIistory of Bergen County, Clayton, page 359, and Note 139. 

122 T. Book 172 of Damages done by the British, 1776-1782, and never 
paid for. '\\Then the return was called for in 1789, Stites Woodruff added 
the item, "1 very good Large Mare plundered 29th July, 1781, £35," making 
his total loss £67. The word "plundered" points to an incursion of "cow
boys" from Staten Island, who were very active in 1781, until Yorktown 
fell (Ilatfteld, pages 501-6). 

From the wording of their father Ilczekiah's will (T. 20-37), and for 
other reasons, this brother Stites has been mistakenly regarded as our 
great-grandfather (also commonly called "Stites Woodruff"), Dr. Hezekiah 
Stites Woodruff; among the "other reasons" being that II. S. W. seemed 
to be considered the head of the family, when, for example, on Aug. 24, 
1787, Gov. William J4ivingston granted him letters of guardianship (T. 
Wills, 29-299), and on April 23, 1799 (1'. Wills, 38-40) he was made ad· 
ministrator of the estate of the youngest brother, John. (See also Notes 
110, 136.) However, a later found record (Dr. Cory, App. C), ,-iz., the 
marriage, at or near New Pro,1dence, N .. J., on June 8, 1774, of a Stites 
Woodruff to a Sarah :1\liller (H. S. W. having married ..\Iary Blachly on 
May 11, 1776), makes the wording of the will more clear, and leaves no 
reasonable doubt that there were two contemporary brothers known as 
"Stites Woodru:ff." That the later found Stites was the elder of the two 
seems probable from the fact that H. S. W. was not born until his father 
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was some thirty years of age, while it was Stites, not H . S. W., who, in 
1780, was made administrator (110) for their brother Richard, and Stites 
and Sarah who, after the division of the father's property, inherited, and 
in 1784 conveyed the Westfield homestead (94). No will or letters of 
administration have been found . Presumably, also, i t was S. W., not 
H. S. W., who was the father (Littell, page 169) of Abigail (Abby) Wood
ruff (1789-July 20, 1836, buried in Springfield, N. J .), married in 1806 
to William Halsey. (See Thomas Halsey and His Descendants in Amer
ica.) 

123 He grew up to be the well-known Dr. Ebenezer Blachly Woodruff, 
I, of Drakesville (Ledgewood) and Succasunna, and to be the son who was 
the stay of the father in his last days. 

124 Gordon's New J ersey, page 263. 
125 The statement rests on a letter of July 7, 1902, from the late Mrs. 

George B. Selden (Clara Drake Woodruff ; App. B), of Rochester, N. Y., 
whose father, Dr. J acob Drake Woodruff, of Brooklyn, N. Y., son of Dr. 
E . B. Woodruff, I, told her that after the death of·Hezekiah Stites Wood
ruff in 1842, the grandsons, Dr. Jacob among them, looked through his 
papers and destroyed those they considered of no value, including this let
ter from General Washington. The sentence, "For God's sake send me 
some cattle; my men are starving," burned itself Oll his memory. He also 
told her of the mortgage and other details in the text; and besides, that 
the claim against our government is recorded at Washington-unpaid. 

126 See Dr. McClintock's most valuable address, before the Washington 
Association of New J ersey, "Topography of Washington's Camp of 1780, 
and its Neighbol·hood," 1894. 

127 Through the courtesy of the Adjutant-General's Office at Trenton 
it is known that there was a Stites Woodruff who served as a private from 
Dec. 3, 1780, to Jan. 1, 1781, in Capt. Benjamin Laing's company of the 
First Regiment, Essex County, New J ersey Militia. It is also stated 
(Newark Evening News Jersey Genealogy, 642) that a Stites Woodruff, on 
June 30, 1776, was on the muster roll of Captain Richarcl Townley's com
pany. He was probably the brother of our great-grandfather referred to 
in Note 122 and the text. 

128 Dr. l\IcClintock's Addl·ess, page 13. General Wayne having accom
panied his mutinous soldiers toward Pennsylvania, his baggage was left in 
care of Dr. Blachly, the father-in-Jaw (Ill. G, 3). 

129 The date of the removal is assumed to have been between the sale 
of his former home, Dec. 26, 1781, and the date, April 12, 1783, when he 
executed a mortgage deed (Flemington records) for his Pennington farm 
lands (131) . The deed conveying to him the new homestead has not been 
found, but f rom his own later deed of sale (T., A T-189) it is known to 
have been of some 23 acres, with a frontage on the main street (to Trenton) 
a short distance south from the Presbyterian Church, and graveyard, which 
at the rear it enveloped, reaching to the cross street (to P rinceton) . Under 
Inter owners the f rontage was widened and part of the land at the rear 
transferred to the graveyard; but the site was substantially that owned 
and occupied in 1902 by l\Iiss ll{argaret Fish. His house was near the 
stl·eet, but when his successor built the fine old mansion, still standing, at 
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a dignified distance back, our doctor's bouse was retired to serve as n sup
lementary building, and bas been long gone. Besides the e\•idence of the 
deed of sale, through the kindness of :Maj. Jno. G. :Muirheid the writer met 
Aaron S. Laning, Esquire, over 80 years old, and devoted to the history 
of the long ngo. His authority for the above statements was confirmed 
by the many others who kindly supplied information. 

130 At Princeton, on May 4, 1784, he was made a member of the :Medical 
Society of New .Jersey; was present at the annual meetings, 1785, '88, '90; 
and in 1787 was appointed one of the examiners to inquire into the quali
fications of licentiates. After 1796 his name does not appear on the rec
ords, perhaps because Mendham was so much farther away from Princeton 
than the com·enient Pennington, and because, with his father-in-law's ex
tensi,·e practice, he was too busy. It may here be added that on June 22, 
1825, he was elected an honorary member of the Morris County 1\ledical 
Society, founded 1816. 

131 On April 12, 1783, he executed a mortgage deed (Flemington rec
ords) to Benjamin Kitchen for some 43 acres of village and farming lands; 
wi th the proviso that if within one year he did not repay the £553 Procla
mation money, received in cash, the deed become absolute. 

132, 183 Contrary to previous belief, it was doubtless the brothc•·, Stites 
'Noodruff (see Note 122), not our doctor, who, to repay the executor con
cerned .£198 he had borrowed from Joseph Jelf (see Note 134), on July 27, 
J'i83, mortgaged (Newark; :Mortgages, A-525) to their uncle, Thomas 
Woodruff, a part of his Westfield inheritance adjacent to the also inherited 
homestead he, on April 4, 1784, sold to Jacob Winans (Newark; Deeds, 
F-339; Note 94). About the time of this sale he repaid the uncle, and the 
mortgage was canceled. 

134 Joseph J elf, in 1757, was of full age, and had been clerk and book
keeper upward of three years for the Jlon. Samuel Woodruff (died 1768) 
of Elizabethtown. Soon after he became his partner in business. (Uat
tield, pages 838-9.) He married a daughter of Jonathan IIampton (116, 
and text). 

135 Gordon, Hist. of N. J., page 301. 
186 Of the suits at the Supreme Court, Trenton, in which Dr. Wood

rufi was plaintiff, the record enclosed in Hunterdon and Somerset County 
Envelope No. 45, 448, tells that in Dec., 1781, he conveyed "his farm 
at J,[ine Brook'' (Note 118) to Samuel Lewis, in exchange for three (Deeds, 
W-885) lots and a money promise of £800. Failing payment, in 1786 there 
was a judgment. also not paid, followed by an arbitration. By this Lewis 
was to pay £450, instead of the £800, and return the farm, and Woodruff 
to return two of the three lots. In 1787 a payment was made. but in 1788 
further action (Hun., 46, 545) was required to complete the settlement. 

Apparently the trouble was to determine a fair money equivalent in 
fluctuating currency, and it was the same, probably, with the (:Morris, 45, 
445) £350 debt of Dr. William Leddell; with the $633 found (!Iun., 44, 
llG) still due on the £1,000 debt of Dr. H enry W. Blachly, and with others 
(Som., 45, 622 ; 48, 919; 44, 755). 

Further suits were (],for. 14, 111) Abel Cary land to be sold for debt 
of £351 (see Note 142); for (Hun., 45, 621) failure to keep harmless from 
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a mortgage, £4,000. After 1800 there were (.ilfor., 44, 379) an ejectment 
suit to protect puxchuser or lessee; one (l\!or. 45, 444) with other plain
tilTs to recove1· $75, apparently in some town matter. Suits were brought, 
in 1792 (Essex, 45, 624) as guardian (Note 122) for his younger brother 
John; and in 1819 (Mor., 45, 623), as executor of ~[ichael Ehle. Envelopes, 
Som., 44, 381; 44, 562; 44, 372; contain too scanty details to be intelligible. 

137 !Iistory of Buxlington and :lrercer, \\-oodward and Hageman, 1883, 
page 825. The History adds that Dr. Woodruff "was followed by Dr. llenry 
W. Blachly, who was very successful, and soon went to New York for his 
brother Absalom, a law student, who dropped Blackstone and took up the 
study of Physic.'' These two brothers of tho doctor's wife, viz., Henry 
Wick, 1763-1813, and Absalom, 1765-1834, remained at Pennington, and 
are buried there. 

138 T., A. T-189. 
139 The eldest son, Dr. Ebenezer Blachly, Jr., 1760-1812, who would 

nutmally have been his father's successor, had been weaned away by his 
army service (121), and his marriage to Elizabeth, daughter of the gallant 
Colonel Spencer, so had gone from home to live in Paterson (B-238, P . A., 
Feb. 24, 1791. to his brother Absalom for his 1\f on is Co. lands, etc.; Note 
140 ; IIist. Bergen Co.). Drs. Henry and Absalom, provided for by our 
Joctor's departure from Pennington, seem to have been unmarried. Will
iam. just when his medical studies were about completed, died on Jan. 
30, 1791, in his twenty-third year. The other children were still young. 
~o the lot fell to our great-grandparents. 

140 ).[iss :lrary E. Lcddell, at the Leddell homestead (Ill. G, 11), has 
kindly told the wt·iter that the Blachly "mansion-house" (Dl. G, 3), within 
a few years still standing. had behind its two ground-floor front rooms a 
large hall, with lofty ceilings, commanding a fine view. The site can sti ll 
he recognized by the yellow lil ies that took the place of turf on the street 
1:ioe. She has also supplied thl:' interesting advertisement herewith: "For 
sale. In a body or in three or more lots, The Farm, late of E. Blachly, 
Senior, of 300 acres in "Mendham. lt has about 50 acres of fine bottom 
Meadow, and 30 more may be made, about 80 acres of woodland-200 apple 
trees besides other fruit trees, a mansion-house, outhouses and two other 
dwelling-houses, etc. 

"The farm is well watered, and in fence, 100 yards from a distillery, 
half-n-mile f rom au academy and church, in a good neighborhood, a healthy 
situation-only 30 miles from New York. For terms apply to E. Blachly 
at Paterson; H. W. Blachly, P ennington; A. Blachly, :Mendham; or C. C. 
Blachly, Succasunna; by whom a good title will be given, and terms of 
pa~'lllent made easy to the buyers." From the New Jersey Journal, "Eliza
beth-town; Printed and Published by Shepard Ilollock, every Tuesday, at 
T wo dollars per Annum. Advertisements of a moderate length inserted 
T hree Weeks for Eight Shillings, and two shillings for each insertion 
afterward~." 

141 The Blachly property was sold to Peter and Ann E lizabeth DeGroot 
(T., 4, 86); DeGroot released t-itle to his father-in-law, Abraham Banker, 
on Sept. 24, 1818 (G-2, 519). 
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142 The IIill Top homestead (Ill. 0, 6) was bought (T-151) from Jona
than Dayton, and can bo traced back (T-284, 292) only to Benjamin and 
Elizabeth Beach (P-217) in 1808, who perhaps inherited it. Its 5 33-100 
acres arc bounded :X. by Prospect St. (once The Lane; later Seminary St., 
from Dr. Rankin's school); E. by Church St.; S. and W. by the property 
of Elisha Beach (perhaps a descendant of Benjamin). The latter is now 
owned by Miss Eliza D. Thompson, who kindly pointed out the boundary 
mm·ks named in the above deeds; all of which, after temporary partitions, 
now coincide with those of the present Dr. La Lasure homestead. 

Our doctor's further dealings in real estate were considerable. On June 
20, 1810, he com·eyed (Y-70) to his son, Dr. W. P . Woodruff, 158 acres in 
Mendhnm to.; a part of the S. \Y. boundary being "tho long line," which 
with surveyors means "Dunstar's line.'' ll.. study of the deeds and the maps 
makes it fairly clear that these 158 acres were a part of 200 acres from 
the Cha1·les Dunstar tract (3,500 acres, Dec. 27, 1721), lapping over from 
Bernard into }[endham to.; which was conveyed in 1778 (A-5) to Abel 
Cary; sold by Supreme Court order (136, :Morris, 44, 111) for debt of 
£351; and in 1791 deeded (Y-307) as 150 acres, for £351, by Sheriff William 
Leddell to our doctor. It passed out of the family when Dr. W. P. Wood
ruff parted with it in Apri l, 1811. 

In 1810, also, the doctor bought (T-276) 83 acres o£ farm land appar
ently starting northwesterly from the high road (near the Blane place), 
between :Mendham and Roxiticus (Ralston), which he sold (Y-2, 556) on 
Jan. 1, 1880. Still in 1810, on July 5, he bought (T-329) 7 17-100 acres 
on the south side of West l\Iain St.; 3 4-10 acres of which, just east o£ New 
St. (Ill. 0, 8) he sold (C-3. 69) on :11Iay 12, 1832 (148). In 1811, 20 acres 
inherit.ecl f rom the mother-in-Jaw, }.[aJ·y Blachly, were sold (V-811). All 
through his stay at Mendham there were dealings in land with John :Marsh, 
Hannah Blachly, Henry Pierson, William Guerin, and many others; as is 
shown by the record, on which, even after he had gone to Succasunna, his 
name still appeared. 

143 The "Genius of Liberty," :Morristown, N . J., 182'1, June 26; 1825, 
June 23. The files at the l\Iorristown Library are not complete, and the 
issues one would most like to consult arc too often missing. 

144 IIis son, Dr. Absalom (with a son also a docto1·), following him at 
:Mendham, "old Dr. Woodruff" came in time to apply to two men, but 
while they were alike kindly, and greatly esteemed, the son was as grave 
and deliberate as the father was cheery and impulsive. So it is easy to 
tell which is meant even when the '\\'TOng name has been given. 

145 :Mtu·.v Blachly Woodruff died between Dec. 18, 1822, and 1826; but 
the exact date is not known. See Appendix D . 

146 Elizabeth Hager was born in 1778; as widow of J ncob Dufford, be
came the second wife of Dr. II. S. Woodruff in 1826, and died Feb. 14, 
1866. Buried first at Schooley's :Mountain, in the Dufford homestead 
burial plot, on the sale of that farm the coffin, with others, was removed 
to Naughright, N. J. Her son, Dr. William Dufford, married Harriet, 
daughter of her stepson, Dr. E . B . Woodruff, 1778-1852.113 

147 The Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D., LL.D., himself a widely known 
and very distinguished graduate of the Ezra Fairchild "!Iill Top" school, 
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wrote of it (Jan. 4, 1904) :hat in the time of Ezra Fairchild's manage· 
mcnt it was 1·egarded by the raculty of Princeton College as one of the 
best of the New Jersey schools, being so thorough in its classical and math
ematical departments that the students it sent to Princeton came there 
more than ordinarily well prcpa1·ed. The school is also well spoken of in 
T. F. Gordon's, and a t>icturc of the school building (and the church) is 
shown on p>lge 3 3 of Ba1·ber's, History of New Jersey . 

• \mong the "Hill Top boys" were Vice-Chancellor Henry C. Pitney, of 
)forristown, who is too well known to need particulars (excepting that it 
may here be said that to anything of interest there may be in Sketch V 
he has kindly added his full share); the lion. H emy }'[. Fuller, o£ Penn· 
sylvanie, who received many votes in Congress for the Speaker's chair; 
Rev. L. n. Potter, President of Glendale Female College, Ohio; Rev. 
Aaron R. \Volfe. of :Montclair, N. J ., author of most excellent hymns; 
_.\I r. H. II. lloward. of Alabama; and several othl'rs who obtained honor· 
able positions in life. 

After :llr. Fairchild removed his scholars to Plainfield. and the property 
passed into the hands of 111 r. Galloway, it soon <·eased to succeed as a 
~chool, and the bt1ilding was the1·eafter used as A dwelling, etc., until it 
was torn down. The foundations can still be seen in the Dr. La Lasure 
grounds. 

148 This property he did not sell (C-3, 69) until }[Ay 12, 1832, although 
the "of Roxbury to .. " equ ivAic>nt to "Succasunna," in the deed (Y-2, 556) 
convc.ving his 33-acre farm (T -276) indicates thAt he had ceased to be "of 
)fendhAm to." prior to Jan. 1, 1 30 (see Note 142). 

149 :'\Iunsell's Histor~· of )forris County, page 245; but see Note 144. 
150 Jli$ will (G-98), after providing Ior his wife, left his lands to be 

sold and divided among his children; but since its writing, in 1833, there 
had been changes, including t.he sAle o£ the Vi 1·ginia lands he therein 
devised. These ten thousand acres on Cheat Jti,•cr, in Randolph County, 
Virginia (now \Vest Vi1·ginia; County Clerk at Elkins), were, on Nov. 0, 
1795, grAnted to RichArd Smyth; who, in 1799, sold them to Dr. Samuel 
Robinson. The latter had been adjudged debtor to Dr. Hezekiah Stites 
(Jl -1, 115. 116) who died before the judgment was satisfied. His executors, 
our doctor being both an executor and a beneficiar~T. accepted the abov~ 
lands as security; and our doctor's son, Dr. E. B. Woodruff, was aPt>ointed 
assi~<nee by the CNu·t. T n 1804 our doctor bought the propert.v at th~ 
public sale; and in 18:37 sold it to ltis son, Dr. E. B. Woodruff. He, aft.er 
the father's death, sold it, in 1845, to his brot.hcr, Dr. ViT. P . Woodruff, 
then of TI1u·bour Co., but so later of Randolph Co., Virginia (Randolph 
Co., W. Va.; 5-324: 5-326; 13-180 ; 1845-T.ibel· and folio not SU(>plied) . 
The latter occupied the place for a time. but it passed out of the fAmily 
when he went West. See Appendix B, where something is told of our great
grandfather's children, And of some of their descendants. 





APPENDIX 

Tms miscellaneous material is preserved here in order that it 
may be useful to the corning genealogist. When any one is known 
to be living, dates of birth, etc., are not given. 





APPENDIX A 

THE 1WTIIERS 

(See page 1) 

GEN. N"tUlE. 
I. Unknown 

ClliEF IIOMES. MARRIAGE. 
Fordwich About 1508 

II. Unknown. 
III. A 1 icc R\1ssel1 
IV. Elizabeth Car twright 
V . Anne---

ETOWN BRANCH. 
VI. Mary Ogden 

\'I. 
VII. 
VIII. 

IX. 

X. 
XI. 
XII. 

WESTFIELD BRANCII. 
Hannah Newton 
llannah --
Mary Stites 
(II. S. W. Branch.) 
]\fa ry Blachly 
(Note to App. B.) 
Eliza Drake 
Elizabeth Sophia Coursen 
Elizabeth :Mills 

" 
" 
" 
" 

, So'ampton 
" 

Southampton, Etown 

Southampton 
So'ampton, Westfield 
Westfield 

Mendham 

Succasunna 

" 1536 
1573 
1601 

About 1635 

" 1659 

" 1670 
" 1700 
" 1744 

1776 

1814 
N. Y. City, Morristown 1838 
Glen Ridge Living 

73 



APPENDIX B 

HEZEKI.AR STITES WOODRUFF'S CIIILDREN"; 

and some of their descendants 

THE members of the family are indebted for what follows to 
Philemon Woodruff, Esquire, of East Orange and Newark, who gave 
the writer his "start" in compiling these sketches. The arrangement 

has been adopted, by memory, from ?.fr. Fred. A. Canfield's Canfield 

Genealogy. 
Trace through figures following name; for example, the descent 

from IX, D1·. Rezekiah Stites Woodruff, of XIII, 14. Edward 
Coursen Woodruff, 40, is through XII, 39-40, Edward Coursen 
Woodruff, 16; XI, 16, Ebenezer Blachly Woodruff, 5; X 5, Absa

lom Woodruff. Asterisks refer to Note at end of this Appendix (B) . 
Additions to original draft are put out of order at end of generation 
concerned; for example, XIII, 22, Henry Rogers Selden, 7, is sepa

rated from XIII, 2, Clara Sayre Selden, 7. 

GENERATION X. 1. EBE1-.TEZER BLACHLY w., ?.LD., b. 
Sept. 22, 1777, at Mine Run (Note 118); m. about 180;3; passed 
his grown life at Dra.kes,, ille (ledgewood), where, and at the neigh

boring Succasunna, he practiced his profession; part of the time in 
partnership with his younger brother, Absalom; the two having m. 
sisters. On July 2, 1816, he was made a mem. of the :Morris County 

:Medical Society (founded June ll, 1816); and on Jul~· 5, 1820, 

was elected its PresidE:nt (presumably he was also a mem. of the 
:Medical Society of Jew Jersey) . He d. June 15, 1852. lie m. (1) 
Clarissa Drake, dau. of Col. Jacob Drake (1\.pp. D), who ga,·e its 

name to Drakesville. The w. was b. Aug. 23, 1783, and d. ::\Jarch 

31, 1837. Both are bur. at Succasunna. 2. RIC'JL\RD "'·· b. Aug. 
21, 1780; d. Jan. 17, 1785. 3. II.\ RRIET 'IV., b. Jan. 18, 1782 ; 

d. in her fifth year. 4. WILLIAU PATERSO?-,T W., ?.LD., b. 
March 23, 1785. Between, say, 1810-20, his home, neighboring New 
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Vernon, N. J., was some 300 yards f rom the present Van Doren's 
:Mills, on the road to Logtown (Ill. G) and Bernardsville. He prac
ticed also at Paterson and Milford (Hunterdon Co.) . In 1840 he tiled 
a certificate with the 1\Ior. Co. l\Iedical Society that his son, Absa
lom B. W., began the study of medicine with him on Jan. 9, at 
German Valley. In 1845 he was described in a deed as of Barbour 
Co., Yirginia; and by the purchase became next of Randolph Co., 
Va. (Note 150). lTe d. at Mount Pleasant, Ohio (Hist. Bergen 
Co., N . J. ) . His wife was Leah V . ·w. 5. AJ3SALO:NI W., M.D., 
m. (1) 5 Eliza D rake; m. (2) 6 El izabeth Riggs; m. (3) 7 Joanna 
Nitel J ohnes:* 8. IIEZEKIAH STITES WOODRUFF, M.D., b. 
J uly 4, 1795; lived and practiced at the I.esser Crossroads (now Bed
minster), Bernard to., before and after 1840; was living in Xewark 
about 1846; later, for a year or so, rented the property ncar Roxiti
cus (Ralston), Mendham to., now the St. John's Church summer 
home for children. He removed to J4afayette, Sussex Co., but a.p
parently ( SnelPs Sussex Co.) d. at N owark, whe1·e his widow was 
living in 1898 (now dcc'd) . He was m. at least twice. !lis (per
haps second) wife was Eliza, dau. of Robert Thompson, judge and 
farmer in Sussex Co. 9. Al\TN A :llARIA W., b. Jan. 2, 1800; m. 
the Rev. John VAN LIEU, of Readington, N. J. 

GENERATION XI. 1. JI.ARRIET W., 1, b. April 23, 1806 (de
ceased); m. D1·. William DUFFORD (Note 146). 2. JACOB 
DRAKE W., 1, 11I.D., b. July 30, 1808; m. Oct. 2, 1837, Harriet 
Tomlinson Sayre, of :Morristown, N.J. (who d. at Drakesville, N . J ., 
l\Iarch 23, 1849); was proposed by his brother John and admitted 
mem. the :Mor. Co. l\Ied. Society, l\Iay 5, 1 :34; on committee to 
obtain names unlicensed practitioners; Jan. 7, 1 36, on committee 
to rovise by-laws; .Jnno 6, 1837, delegate to State meeting lfed. Soc'y 
of N. J. He was lator tho well-known Dr. Jacob W. of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., whe1·e he d. Feb. 12, 1877. 3. ELIZA AN1--TE W., 1, b. 
F eb. 18, 1811 (deceased); m. Charles J . IIOPKINS. 4. GEORGE 
K. DRAKE W., 1, b. :Ma;v 31, 1813; d. Dec. 27, 1887; m. 'Mary 
Green (deceased). 5. ADELI~"E W., 1, b. Jan. 12, 1816 (de
ceased); m. Samuel I. GUSTIN, d. in Georgia in 1873. 6. JOHN 
B. W., 1, M.D., b. April 13, 1818. His father presented certificate 
to l\for . Co. Med. Society that John beg:m the study of medicine with 
him on Nov. 16, 1833; d. March 3, 1903, in Chicago; m. l\fargaret 
Bar tlett in 1840, she d. in 1902. 7. SOPIIIA E . W., 1, b. Sept. 22, 
1821; d. Sept. 8, 1841, aged twenty years. 8. CORNEU US 
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BLACHLY W., 1, b. Dec. 10, 1824; d. in California, April 23, 1861, 

unmarried. 9. MARY BLACHLY W., 1, b. ~farch 10, 1 28; d. in 

Newark, N.J., in 1899; m. Rev. J . Kirby DAVIS (deceased) . 10. 

H EZEKIAII STITES W., 4. 11. YV lLLLDI B. W., 4, left chil

dren, but all traces lost. 12. LEAH .\X.S W., 4, m. Asa CARY, 

brother of Alice aJld Phebe Cary, authoresses. 13. LOUISA W., 

4, m. RUNYON. 14. ABSALOM B. W., 4 (deceased), 

was b. at .Sew ,-m·non, )forris Co., :X. J . (See Clayton's Bergen 

Co. Ilist.), J nly 9, 1819; was in business; studied medicine with 

his father two years; was admitted to the bar, Altorney 1 44, Coun

sellor 1847. On April 26, 18±9, m. 14, I sabella (dan. of Gen. George 

D'Wolf, of Bristol, L. I ., and later Cuba), who d. Sept., 1856; was 

appointed Col. First Regt. Passaic B1·igade; was prosecutor of the 

plens for many years, until made President Judge of Court of Com

mon Pleas. 1 fe was a leader in politics and city affairs, and a man of 

mark. 15. JIENR Y W., 4, a lawyer, of New York Cit.y and Wash

ington, D. C.; m .. \nnie Stickney (See XII, 53, 54, 5S) . 16. 

EBE~EZER BLACHLY W., M.D., 5, m. 16 Elizabeth Sophia 

Coursen:'· J 7. ABSA LO:M BJJACIIJ~ Y W., 5, b. 1816; d. June 25, 

1 -t!J, unmarried. 1 . ABS.U~:U FRA~!{L!N W .. 5, b. 1816; 

d. Oct. 12, 1822. 19. liARY A.SX \\'., 5, b. Feb. H. 1 19; d. 

:March 14, 1819. 20. E LIZA ESTHER W., 5, b. Feb. J 5, 1820; m. 

(1) Oct. 19, 1841, Edward W. WHELPLEY (Chief Jnsticf:: of 

N. J.); m. (2) 1 67, Da\·id Stuart DODGE; d. )fay 25, 1 95. 2 L. 

MALE I NFANT, 7, d. Nov. 24, 1839. 22. ANNA MARlA\\'., 

8, m. Clarkson DRAKE, of Newark, N.J., and d. w. i. 23. JULTA 

W., , m. )fartin B. PROYOST, of Xewark, X. J., and has th•·ee 

children. 24. LOUISA W., 8, m. Robert GRAY, Jr., of Newark, 

N. J ., and has two children. 25. ROBERT T. W., 8, d. 1904; m., 

and left one child. 26. E1DfA W., , m. Ed\\'ard ElXERSOX, 

of Newark, ~. J ., now deceased, and has three children; has recently 

remarried. [Snell's Sussex Co. states that X-8 had fou r sons; one 

of the same name, and also a physician, succeeding him at Lafayette, 

removing to Marksboro', and dying )farch 29, 1 5 .] 27. COR

NE LIUS S. VAl~ LTEU, 9, m. (1) 27, Sarah, dan. of David Oakes, 

of Bloomfield, N. J ., and (2) 28, Susan J\[oore. 29. )fA RIA LOU

ISA VA...~ LIEU, 9, b. Jan., l 31; m. Oct. J , 1 53, .Jacob 'Fitz 

R ANDOLPH (1828-1897); d. May 26, 1004. 30. JO llN NEW

T ON VAN J,IEU, 9, m. Dora Kuhl, and d. about ten years ago 

(1905). 
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GExlmATlox XII. 1. THEODORE DuFFORD, 1, d. in 1898, 
at N"ewark, N. J., leaving a widow, now deceased, but no children. 
2. CLARCSSA DUFFORD, m. (1) James WOODRUFF; (2) 
--- KISSA:i\I; d. at Newark in 1887, w. i. 3. l\[ARY DUF
FORD, l, wife of Thomas J . II AUHJ SON, has two children. 4. 
OlJAHLOTTE TOMLINSON W., 2, unmarried, Rochester, N . Y. 
5. liAJUUET BENEDICT "\Y., 2, b . • \.ug. 6, 1840; d. Jan. 6, 1848. 
5-a. SO.:Ul BEXEDlCT W., 2, b. July 15, 1 -12; d. Feb. 3, 18-15. 
6. S.L\lGEL SAYRE W., 2, b. June 15, l .J:-1; li•ed at Charleston, 
W. \"·a.; d. Brooklyn, L. I., )Jarch 21, 1&77. 7. CL.\.R.\. DRAKE 
W., 2, b. :.\larch 5, 1846; m. Dec. H, 1 71, George Baldwin SEL
DE:Y, of Rochester, X. Y. ; d. Oct. 7, 1903; she knew much, and 
gave much of the history of our family. 7-a. BEXEDI CT W., 2, 
b. :May 13, 1848; d. in Charleston, \\'. \ 'a., in 1879. 8. RIENZI 
H OPKI NS, 3, in war for Union; lawyer; m. and with children. 
9. \ '\'ALTER HOPKINS, 3, in war for Union ; lawyer; m. and 
with children. 10. GEORGE GHKEN 'N., 4, b. Feb. 17, 1843; 
d. Aug. 19, 1844. 11. KA.TllAHJNE TEXEYCK W., 4, un
married. 12. SOPHIA W., 4 (deceased), b. Dec. 27, 1846; m. Dr. 
William II. RJSK, of Summit, N. J. (deceased) . 13. FRANK 
W., 4, b. Sept. 9, 1848; d. June 1, 1 -19. 14. FREDERICK W., 
4, unmanicd. 15. AXX~\. G. W., 4, b. Feb. 15, 1852; d. Xov. 4, 
l · 5:3. 16. PUILE1IOX W., •J., b. in Xewark; m., has had four 
children, of whom only one (:Xlll-4) is li,·ing. 17. W ARREX W., 
4, widower. 18. MARY GREEX \\'., 4, unmarried. 19. HENRY 
GREEX W., 4, b. Dec. 26, 1859; d. }lay 4, 1868. 20. EDMUND 
DRA 1\E W., 4, m., no children. 2J . SOPHIA E . GUSTIN, 5, 
lived at. ) lacon, Ga. ; d. Aug. 8, 1904. 22. GEORGE WOOD
RUFF GUSTIN, 5, for some years a judge and member of the 
Georgia Senate; d. in 1895, at .\I ac·on; unmarried. 23. IIEL EN 
S. G"CSTI:\, 5, ro. George LOG AX, of ~Iacon, Ga. 2-1. WI LLIAnf 
TIE?\RY \Y., 6, in Union army, kill<:'d at Gett;sburg; unmarried. 
25. GEHTRGDE W., 6, m. James )L\RSTIALL, of Chicago, and 
has two children. 26. GEORGT.\X.\. S. \\., 6, is living (1905) 
in )Jinn<:'sota; m. and with childr<:'n. 27 .. JOSEPIDXE W., 6 (de
ceased); m. Ralph PARKER, at Fox Lake, \\is. 28. BEU,E W., 
6 ( d<'<'<'ast.>d) : m . .J. l\L IIE\V1~TT, of Chicago, and left three chil
dr<:'n. 29. CIIARLTON DAYIS, 9; m., no children. 30. ANNA 
DA \'1 S, 9, widow of J . Lester W EU ,S. 31. EUZA 13ETII 
DA \' l S, 9, d. when about seven yea1·s old. 32. SOPHIA E. DAVIS, 

--
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9, d. uruuaiTied, Sept. 8, 1841. 33. ADALINE L. W., 10, m. II. 
RACE, M.D., of Pittstown, N. J. 34. FRA:SK D. W., 10, )f.D. 
35. !IARY EillfA ·w., 10, m. Rev. George IY. TO:l\ISOK. 36. 

HOWARD D'WOJ-'F W., 14, graduated with highest honors from 
the University of N. Y. 37. TIIEODOR.A D. W., 14, m. Thomas 
W. WIIITE, of theN. Y. Herald, and has children. 38. BOUGH
TON W., 14, d. while a sophomore at the U. of N. Y. 39. ED
WARD COURSEN W., 16, m. (1) 39 llelen Chapman, b. July 8, 
1846, d. Feb. 6, 1893; m. (2) 40 Elizabeth Mills:* 41. HELEN 
ELIZABETH W., 16:x· 42. FRANCIS EBEN W., 16:» 43. 

FREDERIC ABSALOM W., 16, m. 43 May Wilder 1\fills:x· 44. 
WILLIE A VERY WHELPLEY, 20, b. Aug. 21, 1842; d. April 
20, 1844. 45. LIZZIE S. WHELPLEY, 20, b. June 20, 1856: d. 
Feb. 14, 1863. 46. SARA ELIZA WIIELPLEY, 20, m. William 
Whelpley THOMAS. 47. EDWINA WHELPLEY, 20, b. April 
18, 1845; d. Feb. 1 1, 1901; m. Rev. Sandford JI. SMITH, w. i. 
48. EDWARD WOODRUFF WIIm,PLEY, 20, b. Dec. 3, 1846; 
d. :March 4, 1887; unmarried. 49. JOJU,TX.\. JOIINES \\HELP
LEY, 20; m. Eugene T. GARDXER. 50. HELE~ VAX LIEU, 
27; m. II. E. RICHARDS, a lawyer, of Kewark, N. J. 51. 
ANNA RAJ\TDOLPII, 29, m. Willard RICHARDS; has a child. 
52. HUGH RA..l~DOLPH, 29, m. and has children. 53. LAURA, 
15. 54. HE:NRY, 15. 55. WARREN, 15. 

GENERATION XIII. 1. LOUISE IIARRIET SELDE~, 7, m. 
Charles Spr~<>ue CAREY, of N. Y. City. 2. CLARA SAYRE 
SELDEN, 7. (See also XIII-22-23.) 3. MARGARET HEN
DERSON RISK, 12, m. Benjamin Vroom WHITE. 4. KATIIA
RINE W., 16. 5. GEORGE D. W., 17. 6. WILUA].f II. W., 
17. 7. LOUISA ADELINE LOGA.1~, 23. 8. GEORGIA LO
GAN, 23. 9. HARRIET PARKER, 27. 10. CLAREXCE 
WELJ.,S, 30. 11. ELSIE WELT-'S, 30. 12. FRANK CHAP
MAN W., 39, b. July 15, 1867; d. Oct. 10, 188!):x· 13. EDITH 
WINIFRED (Dais.v) W., 39, b. June 1, 1872; d. :March 12, 1878:x· 
14. EDWARD COURSE~ W., 40. ~· 15. 1\fARJE ANTOIXETTE 
W., 40.* 16. ELISABETH W., 43;* m. Jesse :l\[ase EDDY. 17. 
WILUAl\1 WHELPLEY THOl\IAS, 46. 18. NATHALIE 
A VERY THO~IAS, 46. 19. ELIZABETH WTIELPJ-'EY 
THOMAS, 46. 20. CIIARI,O'rTE SYD}.'EY TII01IAS, 46. 
21. EDITH BLACHLY THO~IAS, 46; m. Fra11klin Keith TAFT. 
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22. HE::N""RY ROGERS SELDEN, 7. 23. GEORGE BALDWIN 
SELDEN, Jn .. , 7. 

Au-rrroRITIEs.-Philemon Woodruff, Esquire; Mrs. William 
Silliman, Miss Charlotte T. Woodruff, ~liss Clara Sayre Selden, and 
many others. 

NOPE.-Generatlon XII, 37. Thomas Waterman White, husband ot Theo
dora D. Woodruff, was born In New York City August 31, 1850, and died there 
on December 15, 1908. 



NOTES TO APPENDIX B 

As stated in the Preface. this note on the writer's immediate family 

is added in the hope that all of tho descendants of J ohn Woodruff, 1604-

1670, of Southampton, L. I .. will make sure that the example is followed 

for their respecti\'C families; and all, at least, kept safely on record until 

tho one comes who will precis and wea,·e the separate notes into a Gene

alogy of the Long Island-New J ersey Woodt·ufi"s. 1t. will be better if the 

separate notes, preferably made more comprehensive (see App. C, 2), are 

printed or t.YJ)e\\Titten, and sent to the New Jersey llistorical Society's 

"Woodruff Collection" (to be), in readiness for the use of the coming 

genealogist. 
X, 5. ADSALO)[ \\., )I.D., was b. July 1, 1791, at Pennington, N. J., 

but his parents quickly took him to :Mendham. At nineteen he went to 

Succasunna, )for. Co., and for some twenty-five yea•·s was in partnership 

with his eldest brother, Dr. Ebenezer Blachly W., in the Drakesville and 

Succasunna practice, his Succasunna home being on the :Main Street, just 

west from the cross-road-a yellow f1·ame house still standing, in August, 

1900. On Jan. 2, 1814, he m. Eliza Drake, b. 1793 (App. D ). a younger 

sister of the brother's wife. }!other of all his sun•iving children, she d. 

June ll, 1826. On Feb. 11 . 1827, he m. (2) Elizabeth, b. Sept. 24, 1785, 

dan. of Preserve Riggs (Ill. G, 10), neighbor of his father at Mine Run. She 

d. April 18, 1828, and is bur. at )lendham. On ~larch 22. 1831, he m. 

(:3) Joanna Kite! J ohnes, b. )fay 16, 1791, dau. of D•·. Timothy, and grand

dan. of Rev. Timothy, J ohncs, of "\l orristown, N. J ., where the husband 

and the first and third wi\"es are bur. She d. Kov. 22, 1882, in her 92d year. 

As told to the \niter by the late ~Irs. Reynolds ()Iartha .fane )lcDer

mott), of Brookside. who, a;; a gi rl, was a member of the doctor's house

hold, and as confirmed by the records, in 1835 (the year the Hill Top 

church burned down) he had a hurry call to the )[endham practice, to 

take the place of the resident physician, Dr. J ohn Wick Lcddcll, who re

t ired to the Ralston homestead (next the P. 0 . ; no.w occupied by Mrs. 

De)fott, App. E-5), at Roxiticus. Temporarily, he lived in the house at 

the foot of the hill (Ill. G, 5) in 1903, occupied by Assessor ,John Dolan; 

but on A.pt·i11, 1836, bought (P-3, 123) the house C~lap, 7) that had been 

occupied by Dr. Leddell since 1803-4. just across Prospect St. from his 

father's former homestead (Ill. G, 6) . There is a tradition that through 

the fault of others he lost very heavily on an investment, but otherwise 

he prospered. Until married. his son Eben, now an fif.D., joined him in 

the practice; after the son's departure he took Dr. John C. E lmer into 

partnership. On Oct. 24, 1843, presumably no longer able to stand the 

fntiguing life in those da;vs of a country doctor, he sold his practice and 

the house (C-4, 613) to Dr. Elmer (who afterward, in turn, sold it to the 
80 
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late Dr. John S. Stiger, who added the rear extension to the old house, 
still standing in 1905). Dr. Absalom removed his household to :Morris
town, where his dau. Eliza and his wife's family were living. He was a 
ruling elder in the South Street Presbyterian Church, and continued in 
practice until, on }larch 2, 1850, after an acute illness of 48 hours (inflam
mation of the bowels), he d. in the 59th year of his age. An able practi
tioner, he was the more widely known through the medical societies. 
He was a mem. of the )feel. Soc. of N. J., as an elected delegate from 
:Mor. Co.; on the board of censors for ~[orris; the auditing committee, etc., 
etc. }Jade, on July 2, 1816, a mem. of the :Morris District (now Morris 
Co.) )led. Society (founded .June 11, 1816), he was elected its Vice
President in 1822; its President in 1824, '33, '39; its Delegate to State 
meetings: its Counsellor in 1837; and again in 1849, a year before his 
death. Deliberate and dignified. he yet had a quiet humor and kindly, help
ful ways. Like his father, he is still affectionately remembered in his old 
homes. 

XI, 16. EBENEZER BLACHLY W., 5, M.D., was b. Nov. 22, 1814, 
at Succasunna, where he grew up; ed. there and at the Ezra Fairchild 
School (147); began the study of medicine with his father, Absalom, 
Nov. 22, 1831 (as certified to the }{or. Co. Med. Society), and attended 
lectures at the College o·f Physicians and Surgeons, N . Y. C., during the 
sessions of 1833-34 (no published record for 1834-5) and 1835-36, but for 
family reasons did not remain to graduate. On July 17, 1836, he was 
licensed M.D. by the :Med. Soc. of N. J., and joined his father Absalom 
in the :Mendham practice, with promising success. On :Feb. 7, 1838, he 
m. Elizabeth Sophia Coursen (App. D; she was b. Dec. 11, 1817, and, to 
the deep grief of her family, d. Jan. 21, 1881). He then entered the 
business establishment of his father-in-law, Abraham Coursen, iu New 
York City, and remained there until 1845. Largely for the sake of their 
children, the parents removed to 'Morristown, "N. J., and on )[arch 31, 1845, 
bought (F-4, 160) from Israel, son of Caleb Russell, the house on South 
Street opposite the :Morris Academy (now the Library and Lyceum), built, 
trustworthy tradition has it, shortly before the Revolution (at present, 
though, only the middle section remains of the original building. See "The 
)!orris Academy"). 

Here they spent the rest of their lives. Welcomed as a colleague by 
the circle of physicians, he, however, did not practice, except in emergen
cies, or among those who could not pay a fee. He was one of the group 
who, during the great war, made sure that the wives and children of the 
men at the front should not suffer want. Within easy distance of the 
town he maintained a farm, the supervision and improvement of which 
brought him health as well as pleasure ( t.he latter of the two farms thus 
owned, after his death was bou~ht by John D. Ca.nneld, Esquire, through 
whom it has become, ns Normandic Heights, an added beauty to om town). 
Only once in office, when, for special reasons, he was Assessor for a term, 
as "one of :Morristown's oldest and most respected citizens," he yet took 
a useful part in public afl'ait·s. ITe was a Trustee of the "Monistown 
Green" nnd a Director nnd Stockholder of the "lfonis Academy," both 
historic associations for the pttblic good. From May 6, 1872, a Director of 
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the Gas Light Company (organized :May 9, 1859), be was also, from July 12, 1876, annually elected its President until his death. One of the charter mems. who, in 1855, founded the Evergreen Cemetery Association, he was its Treasurer from the start nntil 1874, and its President from 1874 until his death, in the early morning of October 5, 1885. It was w1·itten of him, "he u·as a gentleman of the old school, always kind and courteous, and of fine personal presence"; "a liberal and kind-hearted neighbor, he will be greatly missed.'' Even to-day his children m·e often once more told of his kindly sympathy and help for all who needed it. 
XII, 39. EDWARD COURSEN W., 16,was b. in ~ew York City; he, on Oct. 2, 1866, m. IIelen Chapman (b. July 8, 1846; d. Feb. 6, 1893). Of their two children, Frank Chapman W. was b. July 15, 18!17, and d. Oct. 10, 1889; Edith \Yinifred (Daisy) W. was b. Jnne 1, 1872; d. March 12, 1!l78. The three are buried at :Morristown, N. J . He m. (2) Elizabeth Mills; their childre-n m·e Edward Coursen \\'. and )larie Antoinette W., both nnder eight in 1904. When of proper age, an M. C., an old friend of the family, offered a cadetship at West Point, which be would have liked to accept, but it was thought best he should not. Instead, he was ed. at the Morris Academy and the Poughkeepsie Collegiate Institute, Prof. Bartlett. After a brief trial of business he attended medical lectures at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, N. Y. C., in 1859-60 and 1860-61; but in the latter year fell seriously ill. Then the war came. Hardly ten days up from a sick bed, he took the rating of Drum Maj. and Ilosp. Steward, 2d N. J. In£., May 2 to July 31, '61, and on July 21 was an aide on the staff of Brig.-Gen. Runyon, in the battle of First Bull Rnn. Oct. 31, '61, to April 26, '6~, was 1st Lieut. 5th K. Y. Cav. Appointed 2d Lieut. 7th In£. (regular army), March 24, '62; 1st Lieut., Sept. 10, '68; Capt. 12th Inf., Dec. 30, '64; )laj. 5th Inf., Jan. 2, 'SS; Lt.-Col. 11th In£., April 22, '92. Retired at own request (over 30 years' service) May 4, 1892. Was many times on special duty, or holding staff positions; had nine separatecommands; was in skinnish at Snicker's Gap and battles of First Bull Run, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, being wounded in latter. Is honorably mentioned in "Records of Rebellion," Series I, Vol. XXVII, page 648. Brevetted 1st Lieut. July 2, '63; Maj., )Iarch 13, '65, "for gallant and meritorious ~ervices in the battle of Gettysburg, Pa." He has built a home for h imself and his family at Glen Ridge, N. J. 

XII, 41. HELEN" ELIZABETH W., 16, was b. at Mendham, N. J. ; ed. at Morristown schools and the llisses Green's school, N. Y. C.; lived wi th her parent.<J nntil their deaths; except while abroad, bas always made :Morristown her home. 
XI, 42. FRANCIS EBEN W., 16, was b. in New York City. Like his elder brother, was offered a West Point cadctship it was thought best he should not accept. Was ed. at the lforris Academy and Yale (B.A., High Oration, 1864). Just following graduation passed Maj.-Gen. Silas Casey's Board at Washington for a Second Lieutenancy, U. S. C. T.; but there were so many on the waiting list before him, that the commission did not come until after he had accepted, at the instance of President Woolsey, of Yale, a nomination by Secretary of State William H. Seward to the Imperial Maritime Customs Service of China (U. S. Dip. Cor., '64, '65). 
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On Aug. 15, 1865, he was appointed by the Inspector-General of Customs, 
Mr. (now Sir) Robert Hart, a Fourth Assistant. After promotions became 
Deputy Commissioner, 1868; Acting Commissioner, 1870; Commissioner 
(i. e .. "Collector of Customs," as we would say; relative rank, Consul), 
Nov., 1872; served as Commissioner at Canton and many other ports for a 
quarter of a century; resigned because of ill-health, March 10, 1897. Was 
twice Chinese Secretary to I. G.; in 1877 organized and opened the custom 
house at the then newly added treaty port, Wuhu; was detached on special 
duty in Tongking, April, June, 1885. Conferred by Imperial Decree, 
Civil Rank of Third Class, Feb. 3, 1878; Civil Rank of Second Class, and 
Double Dragon Decoration, Sept. 3, 1885. Is unmarried; has written 
occasional letters to newspapers, etc.; he and his sister have made a home 
together at Morristown. 

XII, 43. F REDERIC ABSALOM W., 16, was b. at Morristown, N. J.; 
ed. }Iorris Academy and Eastman's Business College, Newark, N. J.; 
in his youth sought in Arizona for health; for some years took charge 
of his father's farm. He m. May Wilder }fills (he 1\nd his brother Edward 
m. sisters); dau. Elisabeth W., m. J esse llfase Eddy; residence at Convent 
Station, N. J. 

Authorities : Mrs. Edward W. Whelpley, :h1rs. Eugene T. Gard
ner; }fed. Soc. N. J., Dr. William T. Chandler; Mor. Co. Med. Socy., Dr. 
H. W. Kice; Coli. Physicians and Surgeons, Asst. Registrar E. T. Boag; 
Vice-Chancellor Pitney, H. C. Pitney, J ohn D. Canfield, and many others; 
County Histories; Church Records; }!orris Academy Minutes, etc., etc. 

, 
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APPENDIX C 

THE WESTFIELD \\'OODRGFFS 

In Note 110 it is stated of 1-Iczckiuh and J\Iary Stites Woodruff, 
"For all tho children, search would doubt.less be rewa•·dcd with much 
information." Two illustraLions are given below: 

It is pleasant to add that Dr. A. M. Cory, of X ew ProYidence, 
N. J ., has compiled and !lrranged f 1·om the original records (cover
ing the period 17 50-1835) of Rev. Jonathan Elmer, Dr. Moses Gale 
Elmer (his son), and Hcv. Elias Riggs, an alphabetical index of bap
tisms, marriages and deaths (with names gleaned from church rela
tionships and bu~incss transactions, in all 3,353 cutrics) of early 
residents of Turkey (N cw Providence) and vicinity. This very Yalu
able record, it is hoped, will be published, and meanwhile information 
can be obtained from Dr. Cory. 

·X· ·Y.· 

WESTFIELD \\-rOODRUFF :?llARRIAGES, 1759-1803. 

For the following list our thanks are due to Mrs. Ilemy C. (II. 
R. C.) Cooke, of Westfield, N'. J., who in :.May, 1902, kindly sup
plied it from a copy made by herself of the Westfield P resb. Church 
records. (See Note 107, N.B. at end.) 

Of these, in a letter of Sept. 22, 1 '99, the then incumbent, Rev. 
Newton \\'. Cadwell, D. D., had written, ·'we have a perfect record 
since J 759"; which, on the following day, with the most courteous 
aid of D1·. Cadwell, the writer saw and const1lted. On }lay 12, 1903, 
at Westfield, :Mr. J. T. Pierson, with equal courtesy, showed tho writer 
the reco1·ds banded over to him, as representative of the Westfield 
church, by Dr. Cadwell, on the latter's departure to his present At
lantic City church. :l\11'. Pierson supposed he had a complete set 
of those existing, but the very valuable 1759-1803 ;•olume was not 
there. 

In letters of Jan. (I and 13, 1905, Dr. Cadwell informed the 
writer that the- record conce-rned "seems to be lost"; and authorized 
him to state "That the former Pastor, Re''· X . W. Cadwell, D.D., 
of Atlantic City, has an exact verbatim cop,v of ail the records of 
the Westfield organization bince J 759, which he expects to publish 
in full, when convenient, in a history of the Presb,vtcrian Church 
of Westfield." 
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To be in readiness for the publicatiOn of this re''ised edition, in 
June, 1908, a reward of one hunclred dollars was offet·ed for the 
finding and re~loration to the Presbyterian Church in Westfield of 
its missiug very ,·aluable ~cl'sion Book Xo. 2 (1759-1803) . In the 
Westfield LPader of Oct. 14, 190 , there appeared the following para
graph : '·The lost ~ession Hook has been restored to the archi,·es of 
the Presbyterian Church, never to stray again. it is to be hoped." 

Throughout our ~tat<:' there are too many other valuable old rec
ords held in trust by careless custodians, or e,·en in the hands of those 
who ought to restore them to their lawful possessors. Too often, also, 
they are exposed to the hazard of fire, or ignorance of their value, 
or other cause likely to lead to their loss. In the general interests 
it is suggested that the State authorities initiate a concerted move
ment to gather all such old r<:'cords in a central place of safety acces-
sible to the public. 

TilE WOODRUFF :MARRIAGES WERE : 

Aaron, to Ruth Terry, Nov. 12, 1769 

Aaron, to Polly Clark, Dec. 23, 1802 

Abigail, to Wilber Clark, Dec. 16, 1759 

Asa, to Abigail Robinson, Sept. 8, 1793 

Betsy, to Thomas Baker, Aug. 2, 1794 

Cornelius, to ~f ary Osborn, F eb. 7, 1762 

Daniel, to )fary Pierson, Sept. 23, 1770 

David, to Sabora Clark, June 11, 1765 

David, to Hannah Smith, .ran. 8. 1782 

David, to Johanna Tucker, Dec. 4, 1786 

Denman, to .\bigail \alentine, July 12, 1791 

Elias, to l\fa1·~' ,J oline, Xov. 21, 1761 

Elizabeth, to Ebenez<:'r Br,,·ant, )fay 9, 1759 

Elizabeth, to Samuel )!iller, .Jan. 14, 1767 

Isaac, to :.Mar)' T,ittle, ~ov. 19, 1761 

I saac, to Abigail Stites, Nov. 12, 1766 

Jemima, to William Bake1·, June 10, 1784 

Jonathan, to Snllv Clark Oct. 14, 1795 . ' 
Joseph, to Pna h 'El,v Jan. 17, 1762 

T.Jewis, to IT nnnah TT m·ton, Jan. 19, 1785 

Lydia, to 'rhomas TT aviland, Apr. 13, 1802 

:Mary, to Nathaniel Willis, Ap1'. 16, 1765 
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Moses, to Phebe Woodruff, Jan. 20, 1760 
Nancy, to John Scudder, F eb. 8, 1792 
Nehemiah, to Abigail Denman, June 4, 1769 
Noah, to Deborah Brooks, Jan. 6, 1767 
Noah, to Hannah Hatfield, May 1, 1772 
Noah, to Polly Miller, Oct. 5, 1794 
P olly, to Elias Osborn, Nov. 22, 1801 
Rebecca, to John B. Clark, Feb. 7, 1788 
Hobert, to Jhone High, Mar. 4, 1781 
Ruth, to Joseph Cory, Mar. 1, 1799 
Sarah, to William Clark, Aug. 5, 1762 
Sarah, to Joseph Denman, June 7, 1778 
Sarah, to Matthias Scudder, July 17, 1785 
Thomas, to Rebecca Merry, Jan. 31, 1763 
Thomas, to Sally Scudder, Feb. 8, 1792 
William, to Phebe Ludlum, Jan. 27, 1803·x· 

*"The last entry made by the Rev. Benjamin Woodruff on these church 
records." 

TWO-HANNAH WOODRUFF WIN A.NS' DESCENDA.l~TS 

Fo:a what follows we are indebted to the kindness of Professor 
Samuel Ross Winans, of Princeton University, who is descended (the 
·writer has learned of him) from 

[1] JOHN WINANS, d. 1694 at Elizabeth, N. J . ; m. 1664, 
at New liaven, Susannah Melyn, b. 1643, dau. of Cornelius 1\Ielyn, 
patroon of Staten Island. [2] 001\TRA.D, d. 1727-28 ; m. Sarah 
Palmer. [3] JON.A.THAJ.~, 1710-74; bur. at Rahway, N. J.; m. 
May 4, 1731, Susannah Mills, b. Feb. 11, 1707-08; 8 children. [ 41 
JAl\IES, b. F eb. 20, 1744; d. Nov. 5, 1799; of Rahway, N. J . ; m. 
(1) Elizabeth Clawson; 3 c.!:rildren; (2) Elizabeth Ross, b. 1762; 
6 children. [5] SAMUEL (son of James and Elizabeth Ross Wi
nans); July 22, 1796-Feb. 22, 1887; m. (1) Amelia Zeluff, 2 chil
dren; (2) Ann Woodruff, 2 children. [6] SAMUEL ROSS, son 
of Samuel and Ann Woodruff Winans. [The mother wa!' of the 
Elizabethtown, not Westfield, b1·anch.] It i$ greatly to be desired 
that Professor Winans will presently give to the public the results 
of his study of the family history. 

HANNAH WOODRUFF, as dau. of Hezekiah and Mary Stites 
Woodruff (Sketch IV), was of Generation IX. (See App. A.) 



APPESDJ:X: c 87 

Born June 3, 1749; d. Oct. 29, 1833; she m. Samuel WINASS, b. 
March 20, 174.6, d . . May 6, 1830; who was a son of [3] Jonathan 
Winans above, great-grandfather of Professor Winans. In 1807 they 
moved to Miami Co., Ohio, and took up Government land. Their 
cbildren were : 

GE<'EMTION X. [1) C.1RllA..L~, b. March 15, 1772; moved 
to Ohio; m. Susan Harris, fll-st cousin; 4 clllldren. [2) STE
PHE:X, :March 26, 1774-June 11, 1850; moved to Ohio; m. (1) 
Lottie Marsh, second cousin; (2) Susan , d. 1846; (3) llan
nah Anderson, wid. of Anthony 'Winans, d. 1843. [3] SA"NIUEL, 
b. ·11rarch 12, 1776; ran away to sea and never heard of. [4] JONA
TliA~, b. Mar. 11, 1778; moved to N. Y. City; m. Susan Winans, 
first cousin. [5] RJCHARD, Jan. 3, 1781-Jan. 12, 1863; moved 
to Ohio; m. Sarah \Yinans, first cousin, May 23, 1738-Aug. 26, 
185 . [6] MARY, b. Mar. 16, 1783; m. John Wl)l"ANS, first 
cousin, d. 1306, aged !37; in 1807 was taken by parents to :Miami 
Co., Ohio. [7] SUSANNAH, b. Nov. 15, 1786, no record. [8] 
SARAH, Oct. 2G, 1788-Dec. 3, 1843; m. Rev. David CLARK, 
first cousin, b. Aug. 28,,1776, d. J a11. 6, 1847; bur. in Mt. Pulaski, 
III. [9] FRANCES, Kov. 15, 1791-Dec. 11, 1885; m. Christly 
STATTLER, d. 1840, Ohio; had 13 children. 

GENERATION XI. [1] S.:'L.\IL"EL, 2. [2] WILLL\11, 2. [3] 
BETSEY, 2. [4] FRAZIER (the youngest) and others, 2. [5] 
DA V l D CLARK, 5, b. March 11, l 808; d. 1855, in California; m. 
Amy Rollins Winans (distant cousin), 1811-57. [6] JA~JJ~S, 5, 
b. }\Jay 28, 1810; d. in Cal ifornia; m. Bailey. [7] FANNY 
ELIZA, 5, b. :!\fay 25, 1812; m. (probably) TODD. [8] 
JOII)l" CLA. \\SON, 5, :J\larch, 1822-91; m. about 1870, -
l\faxwell, a wid. [91 II.\XX.ffi WOODRUFF, 5, Oct. 24, 1831-
1859. flO] .JOUN CLAWSOX, 6, Aug. 29, 1803-1862; in 1 07 
taken by parents to Ohio; m. :J\Iary Clark; was "Colonel John W i
nans," "Judge"; had many children. [1 1] SAMUEL, 6; Nov. 21, 
1805-Feb. 29, 1872; m. Sept. 26, 1833, Phebe Ayres; 6 child ren. 
[12] RICHARD, 8 (R.cv'd; Moth. ); m. :Margaret Clark, £rst 
cousin; 8 children. [13] .JOHN, 8, :M.D., 1810-77; m. Eliza Tre
maine; no children. [H] IIA.~XAJT, 8, d. in infancy. [15] 
CAR:1IA..\, 8, b. 1 15: m. 1836, Harriet Crocker, b. 1 17; had 7 
child ren. [16] SARAH II., 8, b. 1817; m. 1834, John RIDDLE, 
of Illinois; 4 children. [17] ELIZABETII, 8, b. 1820; m. 1846, 
Alf red GIDE O "; has one son. 

GENERATION XII. f1] RICHARD, 5, 1\:f.D. ; 1829-82, of Ben-
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ton IIarbot·, ~licb.; m. ( 1) 1852, }lary Isabel Swords, d. 1861; 3 
children; m. (2) 1 63, Sarah Atkinson; 2 children. [2] SARA II 
E., 5; 1 32-59; m. Lewis CORY, of California; 3 children. [3] 
NARY A., 5; b. l 36; m. 1 55, James S. CLARK: had children. 
[4] ,Jfu\IES L, 5; b. 1 3 ; of California; m. 1 61, )fary A .. John
son; son, Lewis F., and probably other children. [5] RIOIIARD 
M., 8; m., and has children. 

Details of recent descendants are obtainable through Professor 
Winans. 



APPENDIX D 

MATERNAL ANCESTORS 

TnE object of these notes is to trace our own direct line, so, al
though collaterals are given in part, their adequate presentation is 
left a task for descendants in the male lines concerned. The maiden 
names of the wives of our ancestors have not been found in the gen
erations (App. A), I, Thomas; II, William; V, John; and 'VII, 
Joseph. 

BLACHLY 

[Mary Blachly, wife of Dr. H. S. 'Woodruff, Generation IX, 
was a dau. of 5, Dr. E . Blachly, III. J 

In Colonial times the spelling was "Blatchley," "Blatchly," 
"Blachly.'' Hemy Barber, in "British Family Names," states that 
"Blatchley" was derived from the village of "Bletchley," in the north 
of Shropshire (Salop), England, a county on the border of Wales, 
whence it is reputed came 
[1] THOMAS, t.he Immigrant; b. 1615, in England; sailed, 

1635, in "Hopewell," from London; 1640, in Hartford; 
1643, New Haven; 1645, Branford, Conn. ; where, and in 
Guilford, he lived as a planter, excepting for a short stay, 
1666, at Newark, N . J . In 1669 h.e was elected one of the 
Branford-New Haven boundary commissioners; 1669-70, 
was a Deputy at the General Court (Hartford), which, in 
1670, granted him 60 acres of land. In 1674 he d. at Bos
ton, probably while on a visit. Of h.is four children by h.is 
wife Susannah, 

[2] AARON, b. 1644; m. Feb., 1665 (1) Mary, dau. of Robert 
(or Daniel) Dodd, and (2), after 1686, Sarah (or Hannah), 
widow of Robert Foote. Of the ten children (all by first 
wife), 

89 
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[3] EBENEZER, J, 1LD., b. 1677; lived at Dix Hill, Hunting
ton, Suffolk Co., L. I. Of his six children, 

[4] EBEXEZER, II, lLD., b. at Dix Hill, Oct. 9, 1709; became 

a resident of 1\forris Co., );". J.; d. at The Ponds, near Pomp

ton; m. (1) Hannah J\filler, (2) J\{ary J\{iller. (3) Mrs. 

Francis, ( 4) :Miss Estill, ( 5) 1\fiss Nichols. Of his eight 
children, 

[5] ER'ENEZER, III, M.D., b. Feb. 13, 1735; m. June 19, 1758, 

J\fary, dau. of Henry Wick (see Wick and Cooper); lived at 

1\frndham, N.J. C~otes 140, 1; Map, 3); and by his tomb

stone there, d .• \ pril 19, 1805. lie was one of the founders, 

in 17 66, of the K ew J erse_v J\Iedical Societ.v, and a widely 

known physician. (See Sketch V.) H is children were: 

[6] 1\IARY, b. 1\[arch 7, 1750 (Note 117); m. J\Ia.v 11, 1776, Dr. 
ITrzekiah Stites WOODRUFF (Sketch \T), and d. between 

Dec. 13, 1822 (when she joined her husband in executing 

a J\forris Co. deed) :mel 1826 (whe11 Elizabeth Dufford be

came his second wife). She was, no doubt, buried in the 

J\fcndham Tiill-Top gra\·eyard, across the street from which 

she had been living, but her tombstone has not been found. 

EBENEZER, IV, 1\LD.; Dec. 26, 1760-Aug. 20, 1812 

(Kotes, 121, 139); m. Elizabeth (:~Iay 5, 1761-April15, 

1 39), dau. of Col. Oliver Spencer. JIE:.t-.""RY WICK, 

1\LD.; 1763-1813 (Sketch V). ABSALOJ\I, M.D.; 1765-

"1834 (ibid.). WILUAJ\1, J\I.D.; 1767-91. DA:.t-.TIEL, b. 

1769. :S.\ TILL\, b. 1771. COID"'"EUUS CX~lDE~, 

l\f.D., b. 1773. HAKXAH, b. 1774. JUDITH, b. 1776. 

PHEBE, b. 1777. TRM:PERAKCE, b. J780. 

[7] For the children of J\Ia1·y Blachly Woodruff, see App. B. 
Among the children (see IIi st. Bergen Co.) of Dr. Ebenezer 

Blachly IY was JOSEPII WARREN", Aug. 7, 1797-.July 

27, 1868; m. (1) Sept. 26, 1822, Caroline Wickh1t111 Tuttle 

(Dec. 22, l 02-J u ly 6, 1823) ; ( 2) April 30, 1828, :Mary 

Coope1· Tuttle (}larch 17, 1790-]/ec. 11, 1871), both daus. 

of Captain William and Tempe '\'"ick Tuttle (see Wick). 

The only child of Joseph and :Mary was 
[8] JOSEPH WARRE~, II; Oct. 19, 1831-April 6, L 60; m. 

Dec. 11, 1 56, Jane Tweedy Wilmot, b. _\.ug. H, 1 35; 

d. in Paris, Feb. 22, 1 76. Their only child was 

[9] ~{AH.Y LOU ISA; m. Judge Enoch KNIGIIT (deceased) . 

In leal'lling our descent, the writer has had most essential aid 
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from Charles G. Blatchley, Esquire, o£ Philadelphia. He comes, 
as wo do, f rom (1) Thomas, 1615-74; but through (2) Moses 
(brother of our Anron), 1650-93; (3) Joshua, 1692-1742; (4) 
:Moses, 1722-91; (5) Aaron, 1750-1826; (6) 1\Iartin, 1770-1847; 
(7) Gilbert; to (8) Charles G., who, it is earnestly to be hoped, will 
some day give us the published result of his extensive researches. 
Other 

Autho1·ities are 1\[rs. Enoch Knight; Conger's Genealogies m 
Newark; Bergen and )!orris Co- Hist. ; Register, etc., etc., etc. 

CARTRIGHT 

E LIZABETH CARTRIGHT in 1601 became the wife of 
JOIIN WOODROFFE, 1574-1611 (Gen. 1V, see App. A); in 1604 
the mother of our immigraJlt aJlCestor JOHN WOODRUFFE 
(Sketch II) ; and when widowed, the wife of ~fr. John Gosmer 
(Sketch I) . As yet, nothing has been learned of her ancestry. 

A1tlhority : The Rev. C. E. Woodruff; Notes 5 and 13. 

COOPER (CHESTER. "'· J.) 

[}fa.ry Blachly, wife of Dr. H. S. Wooch·uff, Sketch V, was a 
grandclau. of 5, Mary Cooper, wife of Henry Wick, q. v., through 
their dan. )(at·y, wife of Dr. E. Blachly, q. v. J 
fl] JOHN; 1574-1692; of Olney, in Buckinghamshire; in 1635 

came in the "Hopewell" with w. Wibroe and 4 children; 
Dec. 6, 1636, made freeman (voter) at Boston, 1\Iass., elder 
Lynn church on organization, and in 1638 owned land there; 
1639 was one of "undertakers" of proposed settlement, 
Southampton, l ,. I . ; in 1640 a signer of its Indian Deed 
(Sketch I) . From the So. Town Records he seems to have 
been a much respected but very strenuous citizen, quite often 
in hot water, but alwa~s coming well out of it. His son 

[2] JOfu,, 1625-1677, was like his father, only more so. It was 
cioubtless this John Cooper who, in 1673, ~'isiting Southold, 
when Dutch emissaries from just recnptured New York were 
there, demanding an oath of allegiance from the people of 
Suffolk Co., warned them to "take care that you come not 
with that Flag withiu range of shot of our village" (South-
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ampton); and they decided that it would "do more harm 
than good" to go. He left a wid., Sarah, and three sons, 
of whom 

[3 J J ilillS, d. about 1722; was a Town Trustee in 1712; and 
as "Justice James Cooper," which he continued to be for 
life, was elected on the Committee "To Enquire into y• 
rights of ffifteys" (N"otes 70, 71 and text) . Among his chil
dren -was 

[4] XATIIAX, I, b. before 1700; m. )lary )!iller, of Easthamp
ton; about 1740 removed to Chester (then Roxbury) to., 
N . J . ; d. bot. July 12 and Aug. 7, 1788; was bur. on the 
Henry Cooper farm (see 6, JJ enry II). 1 I e is still well 
remembered as a man of force, cast in the mould of his 
strenuous forbears. It is often told that once, when he was 
sure all the other church members were in the wrong, and 
the sorely tried parson prayed before the congregation that 
the Lord in His goodness might remove the cause of discord 
to a better world, the old gcntleman shouted back, "I won't 
go!" and his phrase still servcs locally as a handy reminder 
in cases of extreme obstinacy. Of his children, 

[5] ~IARY, b. t\pril •l, 1718; m. Feb. 12, 1735, Henry WICK, 
q. v. ; d. and was bur. at Uendham, July 7, 1787. Raving 
predeceased her father, she was not named in his will ('r. 
31-179), but her descent is proved by an item in the diary 
of her son-in-law and co-executor of her husband's estate, 
Dr. William J.eddell (.\pp. E), viz.: "17 :3. To sundry 
sen7 ices in a trial with Grandfather Cooper" ( i. e. "Grand
father" of his wife--~Iary's dau.-Phebe); coupled with 
the March, 1783, and later Mor. Co. Court 1·ecords of the 
trial, ux a than c~ooper vs. Exe>cutors of IIcn1·_v \\'ick." That 
is, )lary's father was a '·Xathan Coopcr," 1md Xathan I 
was the only "Xathan" old cnough so to ha,•e> been. )fore
over, in the same ~[arch term there was a separate suit of 
"Nathan Coope>r, Jr., and Nathan Cooper, 3rd, vs. James 
Cooper," showing that the "Nathan" witho11t the "Jr." 01· 
"3rcl" meant Kathan I. S.\TH.AX II (i. e. Jr.), b. )larch 
7, 1725; m. 17-!, )lehetableSeward; d. (\Yill; T, 37-470) 
Dee. 10, 1797. He was wealthy (his inventor.; included 
eight slaves, an unusual number) and a man of note. 
ITENRV I; b. Oct. 29, J 73:3; m. (1) 1752, Barbara Dicka
son (b. 1734); (2) 1801, :i\Iary :Boyd (b. 176-1); d. :llarch 
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16, 1819 . . JAMES DAVENPORT. l\URTHA JANE 
(in copy of will ·written "lliary" in error); l!l. Peter CLO-
VER. HANNAH, m. SATTERLY. 

[ 6] For Mary's descendants see Sketch V; App. B and Note; 
Blachly; Wick. The child1·en of Nathan II we1·e NATHAN 
III; m. Elizabeth, dau. of Samuel Wills; d. 1834, w. i., 
their one child, a little girl, having predeceased him. ABRA
HA.:i\1, Feb. 18, 1762-Sept. 13, 1818; m. 1799, Anna Wills 
(sister of above) . SAMUEL. Of Hemy I ; MARTHA, b. 
April21, 1756; m. KELSEY. HENRY II; July 
14, 1767-Feb. 27, 1825 ; m. Rachel, dau. of Stephen 
Thompson. He built the brick (bricks stamped H. C.) house 
now owned and occupied by the Romeo Robinsons, on the 
road between Mendham and Chester, about a mile eastward 
from the Nathan Cooper homestead. MARY, b. June 9, 
1769; m. lllESLAR. ELIZABETH, b. Jan. 26, 
1776; m. WYCOFF. Of :hfru:tha Jane Clover, 
LEWIS PETER CLOVER, b. Dec. 16, 1790. 

[7] The children of ABRA.RA~t( were BEULAH A., NATHAN 
A. (IV); April 20, 1802-July 27, 1879; m. :Mary Henri
etta (b. July 26, 1822, dau. of Dr. John Wick and Jemima 
Wills, sister of above, Leddell, q. v.) . He was a Brig.-Gen. 
N. J . Cavalry, and well known as a public man. Some of 
his children still live at the old mansion referred to in ( 6) . 
Of Henry II, LUCETTA, 1793-1877; m. 1818, Mahlon 
PITNEY (Aug., 1795-April 3, 1863). JA1\TE, m. 
Charles CONKLIN. NANCY, m. GASTON. 
PHEBE ANN, m. ELDREDGE. }LARY, m. 

SIMPSON. LYDIA. DAVID. WILLIA}Il. 
JOSEPH. AARON. Of Lewis Peter Clover, WILLIAM 
C., b. Aug. 14, 1817 (happily still living in 1904). Rev. 
LEvVIS PETER, D.D. Judge HEJ.\'RY ASHLEY (St. 
Louis) . MARTIU'.. JANE, m. TODD. SARAH 
LOUISE, m. POTTER; and three others. 

[8] For children of Gen. Nathan A. (IV) see App. E (5) . Of 
the children of Lucetta Pitney, Vice-Cha.ncellor IIENRY 
COOPER PITNEY, m. April 7, 1853, Sarah L. Halsted, 
1828-May 28, 1899. Among the grandchildren of Lewis 
P eter Clover are Capt. RICHARDSON CLOVER, U. S. 
Navy ; Rev. GEORGE F . CLOVER (St. Luke's Hospital, 
N. Y. C.), son of Rev. Lewis P . Clover, D.D. ; Prof. 

I 
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HENRY A. TODD (Columbia Univer~ity, N. Y. C.); and 
ASHLEY COOPER CJ,OVER (St. Louis) . 

[9.] The children of Vice-Chancellor Pitney are: SA RAII HAL
STED; m. Finley A. JOIINSO~. IIE).TRY COOPER; 
m. Laura G. P. Wood. )[AIILO~; m. Florence Theodora 
Shelton. JOH~ OLIVER llALSTED; m. Anne Roberta 
Ballentine. CATHARINE ,J A)(ES; m. George Ricbstein 
VAN DUSEN. llA.RY BRAYTON. FREDERICK 
VERNON; m. E lizabeth Willard Chadwell. 

Auth01·ities: 1-frs. C. C. Davis, 1-fiss ~f. E. Led dell, Vice-Chan
cellor Pitney, IT. C. Pitney, Jr., 1-fr. William C., Rev. G. F. and 
Mr. A. C. Clover, Prof. Todd, and many others. 

S. T. R W. S. P.; Howell; County Histories, etc. 
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THE COURSENS 

OF SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

ELIZABETH SoPIIL\ CounsEN, wife of Dr. E. B. Woodruff, Gen. 
XI, 16, App. Band :Xotc, was a daughter of (6) Ab1·aham Coursen. 

TmmE is a widespread tradition among both the Sussex "Cour
sens" and the Staten I sland "Corsons" that their respecti•e ancestors 
were refugees from France,' coming, presumably, like most such 
refugees, by way of H olland. Toward this origin the writer, with 
aid, has traced the lineage of om· Sussex fam ily f rom the already 
known .John Coursen (died 1770) upward three more generations. 
In the course of his researches he has found indications (similarit.v 
of recuning gi,·en names in the early generations of the above two 
families, etc., etc. )-but they may be mere coincidences-that we 
'·Coursens," like the "Corsons," are descended from the "Vroomsm 
of Holland. As "Vroom," or "Vroome," or "de Vroome," or "dcr 
Fromme" (meaning, in Dutch, "Pious," "the Pious") is apparently 
a nickname Hollanders have attached to an adult, it may have taken 
tho place of the rightful surname, pe1·haps Coursen, of a French 
refugee. More than two years' correspondence with genealogists of 
standing in Holland, however, has made it evident that to test the 
truth of the~e (and other) possibilities of our lineage some enthusi
astic Coursen descendant, "charged with knowledge" of the history 
of the American families, must make search in person in Holland. 3 

Tl1is is not practicable for the writer, and at his age it would not be 
right to longer hold back the publication of this book for the chance 
of result from the work of others. 

Our family owes )Ir. A. J . F. van Laer, .\.rchivist of the :X ew 
York State Library, a debt of gratitude for much very kind and 
very eflicient aid. Among many other things, he has carried us up 
from John Coursen (1649-1703) to his father. 

l. CIIRISTIAEN J ANSS (Christian, son of JAN 
97 
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WHAT IS TIIE SURNAME?), of Recife, Brazil, S. A. (Recife 

then being in the possession of Ilolland) . Christiaen and J anneken 

(Jane) Christiaens, his wife, are recorded on Aug. 1, 1649, as par

ents, at the baptism of Johannes/ known to be our ancestor. 

2. JOHN COURSEN, I, • thus baptized6 J ohaunes at Recife, • 

on Aug. 1, 1649, on Oct. 25, 1673, as Ian Corszen, of Recife, was 

married7 in New Amsterdam, to ~Ietje (~[athildc) Theunis (i. e., 

daughter of Theunis equals Anthonis, Anthony) Criiy.8 In 1674, 

being then twenty-five years of age, he was acting as steward for 

the Burgomaster in issuing the garrison's provisions,0 and is men

tioned in lawsuits and otherwise. At that time his home was in 

the part of Beaver Street between William and Broad, once called 

Smith Street Lane. 10 

On July 15th of that year their first child, ~fargrietie, was bap

tized," a witness being Theunis Craey,8 and on ~fay 10, 1676, a son 

Kors (Christian or Cornelius), witnesses Jan de Vries and Trijn 

(Catharine) van Campen, wife of Thcunis Craey. There followed, 

on Jan. 9, 1678, a Tryntie, witnesses Hendrick Jilliszen and ~Iar

ritie (~Iary) van Hoboken; and on Aug. 12, 1682, Geertruyd, a wit

ness being Grietie Hendrix. Then, until 1690, no baptisms have 

been found on record. 
In 1686, :Metje Theunis, wife of J au Corsen, was recorded as 

a member of the R. D. Church, residing on the west side of Broad 

Street. 12 On Dec. 13th of that year John bought/3 for "a valuable 

sum of money," a property on the w£'st side of the "Sheep Pasture," 

south of Wall Street. In the deed be is described as a "marriner" ; 

considering the "valuaJ:.Ie sum of money," presumably "master mar

iner." 
On April 6, 1690, JACOBUS was baptized; parents, Jan Cors

zen and 11etje Crii.y; witnesses, Theunis de Key and Catherina der 

Val; and on Sept. 2, 1692, Benjamin; witnesses, Gov. Benjamin 

Fletcher and \vife. d.pril 3, l 695, J ohn Corsen, "maniner," and 

}fetje, his wife, soldu their home beside the "Sheep Pasture"; of 

their further residences no record has been found. On July 14th 

of the same year came the last of the baptisms, Elisabeth; witnesses, 

Johannes Hardenbroeck and :.\Iargarete ~feynders, wife of Colonel 

Ludowyc. On Feb. 29, 1696, and ~Iay 22, 1698, the wife, Metje 

Cray, as witness at baptisms, again appears without her husband; 

but on Oct. 20, 1701, they were together, when, as Jan and Mettine 

(clerical error?) C01·sen, they indentured16 their son Jacob to William 

Dogaert, Turner, of their city. 
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Because of intervals, as shown above, when our mariner, of whom 
we know so little, was apparently away from home, it is uncertain 
whether the absence of his name from the N . .A. Census of 1703'8 

means that he was on a voyage or that he had died. No later men
tion of him or of his wife has been fotmd; and of his children, other 
than our ancestor Jacob, while there are names in the records that 
suggest possibilities, nothing is certainly known. 

3. JACOB COURSEN, I,t7 was baptized (Jacobus) on .April 
6, 1690, in the Reformed Dutch Church of Xew York City. On 
Oct. 20, 1701, when he was some eleven years old, his parents, Jan 
and 1viettine (:Metje) Corsen, indentured him for six years, with 
pro•ision for his education, to William Bogaert, Tul'Iler, of the same 
city; and on April 20, 1702, he acknowledged and approved!6 

When, on April 3, 1717, J1tcob and his wife, Adriacntje Koe
vert, '8 had their first-born child, the founder of our family in Sus
sex County, baptized John (Johannes), they were members'9 of the 
Church of the River and Lawrence Brook, a branch of t;he Raritan 
(Somerville) Church, at Six "fi!ile Rtm/0 near New Brunswick; and 
wert' living at or near ~eshanic,z• in the now IIillsborough township 
of Somerset County. There followed baptisms at Six nfile Run of 
Jannikc (Jane), l\Iarch 27, 1820; nietje (:Mathilde), :March ll, 
1722; }fargrietje, December 20, 1724; Tetmis (Anthony), July 23, 
1727. 

After the latter date Jacob removed his family just across the 
county line into Readington township, IItmterdon County; the Read
ington church records'z showing the baptism there of their daughter 
Geertrug (Gertrude) on "fi!Iay 11, 1732. Here he probably owned, 
and lived near b,v, the mill on the South Branch of the Raritan RiYer, 
beside the road (then crossing the Branch a little lower downstream 
than now), between Flemington and the hamlet of Barley Sheaf.23 

The surrounding country was very pleasin~ to the eye, and there were 
friendly neighbors: Gov. J olm Heading/• Abraham Zutphen, John 
.Aller, witnesses to his will; his son-in-law, Benjamin Cole; Martin 
Ryerson, and other well-known names. On Holland's Brook, ncar 
Readington ''illage, were Douwe and Benjamin Corson, from Staten 
Island.zs 

Of his immediate family, J obn bad struck out for himself and 
gone into :llonis County; Jane, after becoming :llrs. David )fc
Kenney, had died, leaving a daughter Ida; :i\lette (2.Iattc) was un
married; Margaret was Mrs. James Smock; Teunis (Tunis) had a 
wife Hannah and twins, Mally and Metje; Gertrude was :Mrs. Ben-
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jamin Cole. His pleasant surroundings could not be enjoyed for

over. On l\>farch 12, '1756, "being sick a11d weak in body," he made 

his will,'" and before the third day of July following he died, in 

the sixty-sixth year of his age. 

4. JOIIX COUHSEN, II, sou of .Jacob and Arryante C'orson, 

was baptized Johannes, on April 3, 1717 (Somerville-Raritan rec

ords, 1717-27). IIis parents were then living in Somerset Co., N . J., 

but before 1732 were residents of Readington to., Hunterdon Co., 

where, on Aug. 14, 1743,27 Jan Korson and his wife, Geertje,28 had 

a son Jacob baptized, and on June 23, 1745, a son Isaac!0 :Yo 

further record has been found of him until, among the papers filed 

with his father Jacob's original will,"6 his administrator's bond shows 

that on A.ug. 20, 1756, he was of Hoxbmy to., !\{orris Co., N. J.30 

He next appears in Sussex Co.,?\. J., where, on May 14, 1763,31 

he bought f rom Joseph Hull, of New London, Connecticut, a tract 

of about .>0 acres/2 and another of 06 acres/3 in Hardwicke (now 

Stillwater) to., at Coursen's Corners (now Fredon), some four miles 

south of west from Newton, the county seat. On the same day he 

executed a mortgage to Mr. Hull on 750 of the acres,a• pledging ille 

pa~·ment money on or before .Aug. 1, 1764. Two days later :Hr. 

Hull, at Now London, gave a. power of attorney35 for all his remain

ing Kew Jersey lands to his "Trusty and well-beloved friend Mr. 

John Corson of Hardwick," etc., etc. On July 12, 1764, just before 

the abo,·e payment money would fall due, John Corson sold to John 

Roy, Esquire, of Bernard's Town/6 Somerset Co., 220 acres, being 

pat-t of the 806 acres tract. 33 

The wife who joined him in executing this conveyanc<' was named 

Charity; so the wife of his youth, Gertrude van Tuyle/8 had died.37 

As shown by his will/8 made when "very sick and weak in body," 

John Corson30 himself died in January-F ebruary, 1770. \Vhilc from 

the extensive real estate transactions, and from the wording of :llr. 

Hull's power of attorney, he was evidently a man of means and of 

standing, from his death, at the early age of fift,Y-three, and from 

the need of the gallant and successful struggle of the son who fol

lowed him as the head of the household, i t is possible that he suffered 

from the then common fault of buying too much land for his strength. 

The two elder sons ha,ing apparently set up for themselves, and 

Benjamin, who sold part of his inherited lands, perhaps not being 

helpful, the care of the bereaved mother and younger children fell 

on the next in o1·cler of age, 

5. JOITN, TII. Born Sept. 7, 1753, he was thus but a strip-
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ling of hardly seventeen, yet gradually bought all the lands sold by 
Benjamin ; served in the Revohttion as Sergeant, then Ensign in 
the Second Regt. Sussex Militia (Stryker); June 5, 1793 (as J.."Ilown 
to us through the courtesy of Adjutant-General, Trenton), was com
missioned :l\Iajor, Sussex Militia; March 10, 1798, Lt.-Colonel 4th 
Sussex Militia; and in 1805 replaced the first log-house with the 
very attractive homestead still standing in its garden on the knoll. 
He was an ancestor to be proud of! lie d. Jan. 12, 1815, and is 
bur. in the old Hardwicke (now called "Yellow-frame," i. e., yellow
painted frame church) graveyard, 31 miles west of south from the 
homestead, as aro many of his descendants. In 1779 he had m. 
Phrebe Goble (Sept. 21, 1760-:March 22, 1819). Their chil<h·en 
were: 

6. ENOS, Oct. 19, 1780-0ct. 17, 1819; m. l\[ary Green 
(1785-1 63); lived at the homestead. ABRAIIAM, July 10, 1784 
-Jan. 17, 1843; m. Sept. 23, 1813, Mehitabel (Hetty) ~Iarsh, 
q. v. ; of Washington Square, N. Y. C. ; merchant. ANN, Dec. 22, 
1787-A pril 28, 1872; m. Abram BUNTING (d. 1851). ISAAC 
VAKTILE, July 10, 1794-Aug. 4, 1855; m. Phebe Hurd (Aug. 
4, 1800-April 23, 1885); lived at homestead. GERSHO:l\1:, June 
5, 1795-May 19, 1821. SARAH, :May 25, 1797-1852; m. 1821, 
Richard STILLWELL (d. 1861). 

7. Among the children of Enos were AARON, 1808-Aug. 29, 
1828; bur. Hardwicke graveyard. GERSIIOM HAMPTON, 1810 
- Jan. 22, 1886; m. (1) Susan Paul; (2) 1845,. Caroline Higbie 
(1822-)[ay 10, 1883); of Xew York City. Of Abraham: ELIZ
ABETH SOPHIA, m. Dr. E. B. WOODRUFF (.App. B and 
Note) . WILLIAM A., Nov. 21, 1819-Sept. 16, 1895; m. (1) 
Sophia C. Raphael (1821-43); (2) Henrietta 11. Oakley (1820-49); 
(3) Jane Chester. Tie was a graduate of the Unh'ersity of the City 
of New York, and a lawyer in that cit.y. It was written of him: 
"He stood high among his associates in the law"; "as the Mayor 
of Elizabeth he made an enviable record"; "he was twico elected 
. . . each time by heavy majorities"; "his terms of office have often 
been cited as models"; "he was one of the most respected citizens 
of the State." SARAH ANNA, Feb. 23, 1822-Aug. 15, 1868; 
unmarried. ISA.\ 0 OLIVER, M.D., Feb. 9, 1829-}larch 31, 
1873; m. Virginia Calhoun; d. Aug. 20, 1906. Isaac 'r a utile's 
children : JOHN ABRAHA~I, June 27, 1819-July 8, 1837. JO
SEPH II., b. June 4, 1821 (deceased). GERSIIOl\1[ A. S. WHITE
FIELD. L. OSCAR, livin~ at homestead. IJA:MPTON A., mer-
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chant, N. Y. C., living at East Orange, N. J . ; m. Sarah E. Stillwell 
(1832-1901). LOUISA E ., b. Nov. 22, 1829 (deceased) . Ron. 
WILLIAM P., mem. N. J. I.egi<>lature, 1894-96; living at home
stead; m. Emma C. Coursen (July 19, 1 37-June 1, 1877). S. 
AMAl\T])A, m. MANNING. ADDIE N., b. Feb. 13, 1835 
(deceased). EDGAR A., b. June 8, 1837 (deceased). 1SAAC 
VANTILE, b. Aug. 26, 1839 (deceased). Col. IillXRY A., of 
Scranton, Pa.; Sec. Lieut. Oct. 3, 1861, First Lieut. Sept. 5, 1862, 
7th N. J. I n£. ; Capt. March 22, 1863, 23d N. J. In£. The children 
of Sarah Stillwell : WI LLIAM E., 1822-80. JOHN OSCAR, 
1826-58. RICHARD H. . SA 'RAII E., 1832-1901; m. Hampton 
A. COURSEN. 

8. The children of Gershom Hampton and Susan Paul: PAU
Lil\TE, m. Henry S. OSBORN; ?f G. H. and Caroline IIiJZbie, 
GEORGE HAnJPTON, m. Charlotte Potter Higginson (d. Oct., 
1891). CJIAULES, d. in infancy. CHARLO'rTE II TGBIE. 
MARY, d. 1865. ROBERT LEWIS. For the children of Eliza
beth Sophia Woodruff, see Note to App. B. Of William A. and 
Sophia Raphael, Al\TNA RAPITAET,, Jtme 25, 1810-:March 4, 
1877. Of William and Henrietta Oakley, HENRY DE:E, Sept. 
1, 184-5-0ct. 17, 1866. WILLIA~l A., JR., d. aged 6 mos. 2 days. 
1-IEl\"RIETTA OAKLEY, m. Herbert B. ROBESOX (Oct. 20, 
1847-Nov. 23, 1906) . Of William and Jane Chcste1·, FR.\NCES 
BELT .. AT.FHED CHESTER, m. Sophia Johns. EDTTIT C., m. 
J~dward P. THOMPSON. WILUAM A., m. IIani('L VanWyck 
Bennett. JANE C., m. Howard C. LEVIS. Of I saac Oliver, 
FLOREXCE J,ESLIE; No''· 12, 1858-0ct. 11, 1862. VIR
GIXI.A. m. Noble C. \VILLI1UfS; d. June 5,1906. T.UCY (de
ceased), m. Col. James T . WRIGIIT. BERTHA L., m. Col. .James 
T. WRIGITT. Of Hampton A., ET,LA S. FRANK E., m. Jessie 
K Vilas. Of Hon. William P., lVfARIETTA.; d. ~l arch 12, 1875, 
aged 5 mos. 19 days. FRED W., m. Ella 1\1. Johnson. }.TELLIE 
L., m. Hampton ROY; three childrt>n. 

The best authority on the Sus.<>ex Coursens is ~Jr. Jacob Allen 
Coursen, of Branchville, N. J. Ilis own lineage is : ,Jacob, son 
of John II; July 30, 1743-Jan. 5, 1815; m. }far,v Xixon (Aug. 
9, 1742-April 12, 1828). Allen, Dec. 3, 1772-Jul.r 12. 1816; 
m. Nov. 4, 1807, Charity Cummins (d. :Uay 30, 1817). William 
Nixon, b. July 12, 1811. Jacob A., who, it is hoped, will publish 
the results of his successful labors. 

Autho1ities: :Miss Charlotte II., Miss Ella S., Messrs. Jacob A., 
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William P . and Henry A. Coursen. Bergen's King's Count~·, N. Y. 
(Vroom), and Tiist. Bergen Family (p. 128). Weiss, ITist. French 
Huguenots. Femow's N. A. Family Names and their Origin; Half
moon Series, Vol. II, No. 6 (pp. 213-16). Aliases of :i\Iales, Ref. 
Dutch Ch., 1 636-1756, in Holland Society Year Book, 1896 ( pp. 
190-98) . Clute, S. I . 1\Iorris, S. I . Hist. City of N. Y., 1\:Irs. 
~[artha J . Lamb. N. J. Archives, Vol. XXI, First Series. County 
Ilists. Descendants Benjamin Corson, etc., etc., etc. 

NOTE.-GeneraUon 7, pp. 101·2. Hampton Aaron Coursen, born July 12, 
1827, died at East Orange, N. J., on De<:. 19, 1908. 

XOTES OX THE COURSENS 

Abbreviations 
A. N . F .,· Algcmeen Nedcrlandsch Famlieblad (periodical; bound 

volumes at N. Y. II. S. and Astor Library, N . Y. C.) . G and B.; 
.Kcw York Genealogical and Biographical Record. II. 8 . Y. B.; Hol
land Society Year Book. X. A.; Xew Amsterdam. N.J . • 1., Xew 
Jersey Archives. N. Y . II. 8 .; :Yew York Historical Society. 
N.Y. S. 0 .,· New York Surrogate's Office. R. D.,· Reformed Dutch. 
B.,· Sussex County, N . J . '.f.,· Trenton, N. J . 

Genealogical Data 
CORSON (Staten Island, etc.); Jfotes J, 2, 25, 30. COURSE~ 

(Sussex Co.); 1, 4, 23, 30, 3i, 3 . SPELUXG OF DITTO: 1, 
17, 21, 39. CRAEY, de CROY; 8. KOEVERT; 18. T,A KER
l\JfAN; 28. READING; 24. VAN TUYLE; 28, 30. VHOOH; 
2, 4, 30. 

1. FREXCII COURSEXS. In her deli~htful ''Romance of a 
Coursen Quest" (not yet published) )fiss Charlotte H. Coursen 
(Ge11eration YIJI ) has told us ~hat the CoUt·sens had their origin in 
France, in which country was tho place that gave the place-name 
(also written Courson, Cour<;on, CUJ·son, Curzon, etc.); the belief is 
widespread among us. For the similar tradition among the Corsons, 
see "The Corson Family, .\.History of the Descendants of Benjamin 
Corson, Son of Cornelius Cors.c;cn of Staten Jshnd, N. Y." By 
Tiiram Corson, :M.D., of Plymouth ~Ieeting, Pa. Printed for pri
vate distribution, Philadelphia. 11 enry Lawrence Everett, publisher, 
227 South Sixth Street. (No date.) 
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2. VROO:llf. Tl1e earlie>st record of Vrooms in Holland 1...-nown 

to tho writer is of the Haarlem family (se>c the periodical, '·Oud Hol

land," 1900, copy at N. Y. State Librar~', .\ lbany) . I ts fo·under, 

Hendrick, a sculptor, was the father of, among others, Cornelius, a 

sculptor; who was tho father of, among others, Jienc!Joick, a ma1·ine 

pai11te>r of note, who was hom at Haarlem in 1566, and wa~ bmied 

t.herc in 1640. While fmther search may reveal e\'<.'11 earlier dates 

there, or elsewhere, yet the \ "rooms might have been refug<>es from 

F rance, religious persecution having begun in that cotmtry still 

earlier, and there ha>ing been, for example, early \yrooms at Leiden, 

a favored resort of such refugees. 

The first k"llown Yroom in Xew Amsterdam, Cornelius Pietertse 

Vroom (as written by the historian BeTgen), living when e\·erybody 

there knowing everybod_v else, surnames were superfluous, was re

corded only as '·Cors Pietersz" (Cors, son of Peter); but in signa

tures his mark rt"- d i st ingu i ~hed hi m f rom a contemporary 

"Cors Pietersz," a seaman, still li,·ing in 1661, after the former 

had died. That the om itted surname was "Vroom," we know from 

the fact that in the more sophisticated following generation his sons 

were so recorded. 
His initial record, in 163 , referred to an inheritance by his 

wife, Tryntje (Cat.herine) IT<.'ndricks (Carr of Dutch ~[S., pp. 5, 

62; N. Y. Coll. :.\IS., Yol. I, p. 72), and showed that he was born 

about 1611-1612, and was from Langeracr, a hamlet northeast of 

Leiden; but seaJ·ch has failed to find any trace of hi m thc1·e, or in 

the neighborhood, or at Langerak of Schoonovcn, pre>sumabl~- from 

the inadequacy of their records of that early time. H e die>d before 

1657, in which year his widow, Tryntje, when marrying Frederick 

Lubbersen, requested guardians for the three infant sons of '·Cors 

Pietertse," ,·iz., Cornelius. Picter, and IIendrick. (Orphan ;\[asters 

of N. A., pp. 37, 40; X . Y. R. D. C'hurch Baptisms, pp. 19, 29, 36; 

Blm. R. D. Church baptisms, pp. 35, 39.) 

The descendants of the son Cornelius Corssen (son of Cors) 

Vroom, 1645-93, dropping the "Yroom" (perhaps remembering an 

earlier surname), became the "Corsons" of Statc.>n Island, ::'{ ew J er

sey (chiefly from IIunterdon County southward) and Penns.vlvania. 

Pieter Corssen, l 651-96, or later, is supposed (Bergen's "King's 

County") to ha•e had a son, Jacob Corson, who, or whose son Jacob, 

in 1770 left. a widow, Hester, dau. of Jabez Heaton, of :Mount Olivo, 

then in Roxbury to., :llorris Co., X. J . (Trenton \Vilis, K-256), who 
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may ha,·e borne him children, but no trace of their descendants has 
been found. The thi1·d son of Cors Pietertse, Hendrick Corsen 
\,.room (165:3 "to a good old age"), was the ancestor of the Xew 
J er~e;'l' Y rooms. There is material in the records for more detailed 
naiTati,·es of tlwir lives. 

~. TilE llOLL\.J\D CORRESPO:XDR~CE began on :March 
31, 1906, anrl still c·ontinues. With a solitary disappointmrnt ()Ir . 
• \. .. \. ,~ orsterman \'an Oijen) I here has been \'ery courteous willing
ne>s to aid, notahl~· shown in th<' wise and friendly addce of )faj. 
J. G. G.vsberti llodenpijl van Hodenpijl, a retired offiCC'r of the 
Dlilch 1\rmy, who has don<' much good genralogical work. To him, 
and to the other grntlemen who, unprofessionally or profe~sionally, 
have done so much, c\·en though una,·ailingly, the writer's sinc·ere 
thanks are due, and are here cordially tendered. 

The object of the correspond<'nce is to connect our Com,en line 
with Holland (on the way to France) by finding in the rerords the 
J AN ? (see text) who was the fat her of CIIRl STT AEN 
JA:SSS (son of ,Jan), of Recife. A.s a beginning, attempt is being 
made to ascertain whether (as seems possible) this "Jan" was a 
".]an ,~room." Should this fail, there would needs be a wider search 
for any '·Jan" of any surname who so suited in dates and circum
stanc·es as evidently to have been the sought-for father. In either 
case, if one " .J an" is fo·und not to su it, it is OJlly to try another, until 
tho records ha\'e been exhausted, and we have found or failed. A.s 
the father of a Christian who bad a son baptized in 1649 would have 
been born in the generation before, say, 1630, and as Holland's rec
ords for such early days are but scanty, the task is by no means an 
impossible 011<'. Tn the case of Christian's son John, it has been 
accomplished hC're where the old archives are more extensive. l\Iore
over, experience has shown that while following the many w1·ong 
clues, one steeprd in the subject may stumble across the right one. 

At long range, however, the task requires too much time to be 
practicable. Besides the delays inevitable when letters have to cross 
the ocean, even rminent professional genealogists, who have not been 
ablo to make a special study of the subject, when searching the records 
may not see an earmark in an item that would be significant to a 
searcher who. although only an amateur, was charged with the par
ticular kuowled~e. For example, in one long- list of records sup
plied there was an item of the appointment, ?.fay 19, JG17, of a 
guardian for a child, J AX DE VROO?IIE (and his broth<'r !lnd sis
ters). Had this Jan been born not later than, say, 160 , be might 
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have had a son Chr istian born in 1628, who had our ancestor bap

tized in 1649; so his record had to be looked into. But after in

quiry had brought out the fact that he was not born until 1610, this 

obvio\Jsly became too improbable, so it wns 011ly to seek for another 

"Jan Vroom.'' Yet, altholtgh the age was known, and could have 

been stated in the item first sent, it took the writer more than three 

months to ascertain it; the all-importance firsL of the "Jan," and 

then of the "1610" being so late as to make further search for his 

history useless, not having been realized through lack of familia rity 

with the annals of the American Com·sens. 

When an enthusiastic Coursen, charged with special knowledge, 

can sit at the elbow of the eminent genealogist, it sho\1ld be speedily 

determined whether or not we can trace our lineage in the records 

of Holland. Unhappily, wars and catastrophes ha\'C played sad 

ha,·oc with the early archives of that gallant State. 

4. RECH'E YROO)fS ( ?). Recife (The Reef), Pernambuco, 

Brazil, S. A., f rom A. D. 1 G30 to 1654 was in the possession of Hol

land (see an.'· history of Brazil) . After careful search through its 

bnptismal records (A. K. F., Vols. Y, 1888, \I, l889), ~Jr. A. J. F . 

van Laer (sec text) found that the onl.v Jan or Johannes in Lhem, 

whose father's given name could possibly have caused our ancestor 

to be known as I an Corszen (son of Co1·-Christian or Cornelius), 

of Recife, is this son of Christiaen J anss. 
Among the suggestions that this Christian's father, Jan, may 

have been a Jan Vroom arc the following : There was at least one 

,~room at Recife, a Hendrick (like Jan, a recuning Vroom name), 

who was parent at a baptism in 1639, and a witness in 1650, 1651 

and 1652. In the baptismal list on the same date, and immed iately 

following our Christian, a Frederick J anss, apparently a brother, 

and his wife Grietien (:3fargaret) had a son Jan (and a dau.) bap

tized. The given name, "Frederick," is an earl,'· .\',.room name in 

H olland, while "Christian" is found in the cady generations of 

theN. A. Vroom-Corsons; and there is further similarity of recur

ring names in that and our Coursen families. 

5. J OHN'S SURN.A:J\LE was variO\Isly spelled in the records 

as Corszen, Corssen, Korssen, Corsen, Coerson (II. S. Y. B., 1896, 

p. 174), Coursen (N. Y. Reg. Office; Deeds, H-23,.1). 

6. A. N. F ., \ ,..ols. V, 1888. VI, 1 89, Recife Baptismal 

Records. 
7. G. and B., 1902, p. 122. 
8. CRAEY, Craie, Cray, Kray. The wife, }fetje Theunis 
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(G. and B., 1902, p. 122; hereafter in this note, where not other
wise specified, the G. and B. is tho authority), daughter of 'T'eunis 
(Anthonis) Cray, was ba.ptized in the R. D. Church, N. A., on 
June 12, 1650. While in the marriage record she was "~Ietje 
Theunis" (J\Ietje, daughter of Thcunis ), the wife of this 
same .John Coursen was elsewhere mol'e often recorded "J\Ietje 
Cray.'' That the "Metje" was "J\fathilde," not as often "J\!argaret," 
seems probable, because her son Jacob ( q. v.), in 1722, named one 
daughter J\ letjc, perhaps aftel' his mother, and in 1724 named the 
next daughter 1fargrietje, perhaps after an aunt (Note 4). 

In his "Ilist. of the Iluguenots in America" (Vol. I, pp. 149, 
167, 175, 352, 354) Baird tells tiS that-besides other French refu
gees from as early as 1546-immcdiately after the Massacre of St. 
Bartholomew. on A11g. 24, 1572, large numbers fled to Holland 
from the "·alloon country, on the borders of France and Belgium. 
At lei den, on April 12, 1613, nnd again on J\Iarch 28, 1621, Jean 
de Croy had a child baptized in the Walloon church. In 1622 he 
joined with others of the Leiden refugees in a petition, later granted, 
to be permitted to emigrate to America; and, with a wife and five 
children, was one of those who had arrived in Xew Amsterdam 
as early as 1626. 

Baird adds that of these were some "whose names may be recog
nized more or less readily in spite of the Batavian disguises in 
which they appear beyond the gap of fifteen or twenty years in the 
records of New Amsterdam. Such are the names of (many others 
and) de Croy." 

Apparently, then, it was a de Croy who, as Theunis Cray, skip
per, witnessed a baptism in 164:0. The records of the time also show 
a presumably other de Croy in a Theunis Cracy, wife Tr~·ntje van 
Campen, whose multifarious activities ashore preclude the idea of 
a seafaring life in add ition. Innes ("N. A. and Its People") writes 
of his bmy and troubled career. He was fit-st on record in 1639. 
Between 1642 and 1648 he had four chil<h·en baptized, viz., .Talmeke, 
Grietie, T,ysh<.>tb, and Gcrrit. The authorities having called in ques
tion his sale of a ho·use to a Jew in 1655 (the first arrival of Jews 
was in 1654), on :March 14, 1656, he told the Council that he was 
then about to sail for the Fatherland. In April, 1657. Theunis 
Craey, wife and four children, arrived at :Xcw Amsterdam from 
\" <.>nlo in Upper Geld<.>rland. Both husband and wife had d icd before 
1682. 

The Anthonis (Teunis) Cray who had om· ~Ietje baptized in 
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1650, while none but this baptismal record has been found regard

ing him, is apparently not the same de Oroy, because there were 

still but four children on the retum from \ enlo. There seems to 

have bc>c>n still another de Croy in the Teunis GeUI·tl~cn Oraey who, 

on l\Jarch 16, 1653, had a daughter T,ysbeth baptized, and in 1654 
leased Long Island lands (H. S. Y. B., 1900, pp. 176, 177) f rom 

Tennis Craey. It should be noted that the baptismal dates of the 

children above named all fall within the brief inten'al between 1642 
and 16:53. In addition, there are other Oraeys of the time on record 

with gi,•en names different from lhose alread.Y mentioned. From 

the number of these separate individuals apparently related other 

than as father and son it seems possible that more than one of the 

five de Croy children of 1626 left issue; but because of the gap in 

the records we have no means to trace from which of them we came. 

The most that can be hazarded as to the lineage of ?If athilde, wife 

of John Coursen, is that she was a descendant of the Huguenot J ean 

de Croy. 
9. N. Y. Docy. Hist., II, 722. 
J 0. IT. S. Y. B., 1896, 174. 
11. For record of this and following baptisms see G and B 

Indexes, R. D. Church of K. A. ; List of Baptisms. 

The witness Theun is Craey is mentioned in (8) . Of the othet· 

witnesses, Bergen's "1\ing's County" tells us that Genet Jansen van 

CA)fPEN bought a house and lot in Flatbnsh on Dec. 27, 1678. Ben

jamin FJ,ETCJIER was Governor of New York from Aug. 28, 

1692, to 1698-99. He was a man of note, about whom much. both 

for nnd against, may be fotmd in tho histories. .Johannes R.\ R
DENBROECK, wife and four child ren, were immigrants Jan. 20, 
1664 (TI. S. Y. B., 1902-27) . J nn HENDRICKS was one of the 

first settlers in Busbwick, and a magistrate in 1663. ilfarritie van 

H OBOKEN' married Jan Gillis. Hendrick JILT~ISZE~ was a son 

of Gillis de )fandeville. Theunis de KEY, born in Xew York, mar

ried IIclcna van B rugge in :Aiay, 1680. Charles T,UDOWICK was 

first captain, then colonel, of militia, and is prom inently mentioned 

in the histories. Jan Jacob de VRIES was a resident of Brooklyn 

in 1667. 
12. )fern. Hist. N. Y., I, 449. 
13. N. Y. Reg'r 0. ; Deeds; 13-234. 
14. Albany; Deeds; 9-648. 
15. N . Y. H . S. CoiL, Vol. XVIII. App., April 28, 1702. 

Original record in office of City Clerk, N. Y. 0 . As the few facts 
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known indicate that the parents were in good circumstances, the 
apprenticing is not likely to have been caused by pecuniary need. 
While there may have been special reasons, such as the father's in
tended absence on a long voyage, or failing health, it is more pt·ob
;able that it was simply because the times were different. Even much 
later budding physicians, for example, were similarly indentured : 
and Jacob apparently preferred «turner" to «yeoman" when pre
sumably qualified for the latter. (See Note 23.) 

16. O'Callaghau's Documentary Hist. of New York ; Vol. I, 
p. 395. 

17. G. and B., 1880, p. 140. His surname was variously writ
ten Corssen, Korssen, C01·sen, Corson, Corse, Korse, Corser. 

18. KOEVERT, Koevers, Coevers, Kuvers ; Adriaent.je (also 
written Arryante, etc.) 'vas a daughter of Jan and Jane (Boka, 
Bragon) Koevers of :Millstone, Somerset Co., N. J. (N. J . A., 
Vol. XXIII, p. 277.) This Jan ]{oevers, yeoman, who died be
tween 1719 and 1723, was on l'Ccord in Brooklyn, 1677-87, and in 
New Jersey as early as 1705. He was a son of Teunis J anse Koe
vers (or Coeve1·s) , of Brooldyn (and his wife Barbara Lucas) ; 
immigrant in 1651 from Heemstede in Nor th Holland (Bergen's 
«King's County") . 

19. Steele's Hist. Discourse, App., pp. 178, 209; Messler's 
Notes, p. 208. 

20. F rom 1872, «Frauldin Park," on the joint boundary of 
Somerset and Middlesex Counties. 

21. Snell's Hist. of Somerset Co., pp. 785, 788. The earlier 
Coursens, near Neshanic, spelled their name "Coerson." (See 
Note 5.) 

22. Original Baptismal Record of the Readington R. D. 
Church ; once the «Nor th Branch" division of the Raritan (Somer
ville) Church. 

23. The first clue to the previously unknown, but now proven 
by the records, parentage of John Coursen II, 1717-1770, was found 
among papers (with Col. H. A. Coursen, of Scranton, Pa.) left by 
him as administrator of his father Jacob's estate, in a deed of Dec. 
21, 1755, in which John Reading, yeoman, of .Amwell to., Hun. Co., 
conveyed to Jacob Corsen, turner, of Reading to., Hun. Co., 3i 
acres of «3d dividend" land in the latter tovm.ship, having as its 
northwesterly bonnda.ry the "King's Road." The «3d dividend," 
«Reading to.," and "King's Road," taken together, limit the locality 
to the southerly side of the road leading from Flemington to Barley 



llO T.u:.e WooDnuFFs OF NEw JERSEY 

Shea£, easterly of the South Branch of the Raritan, which that road 
then c1·ossed a little lower downstream than now. Diligent search 
has made it seem probable that the lot has become a part of a tract 
of i 7 85-100 acres that has been traced upward from John Voorhees 
(and later owners) to a conveyance, of Feb. 13, 1798, from David 
and Deborah Barton, or Bartron, to John Huffman (see "Assign
ment of Dower" to widow Rebecca Huffman; copy kindly S"Llppl ied 
by heirs), where the records fail. This tract is near the present mill 
on the Branch where the Flemington road crosses it, a p1·edecessor 
of which was long known as the highest upstream of John Reading's 
three mills, but later as :Mettlar's, Stover's, and many others. 

Jacob having been a resident of Reading to. since 1732, was not 
likely to have needed the little lot for himself; but as the elder of his 
two sons, John, had gone to Morris Co., might have wished it, when 
nearing his death, to keep his younger son, Teunis, and wife Han
nah, still close to him after their first-born (twins), baptized on 
Aug. lOth, only a few months before, had made a separate residence 
for them desirable. Moreover, Jacob was a turner. His son John 
had an interest in the mill adjoining his Sussex property. John's 
son Jacob owned the mill. This Jacob's so11s were able, widely 
known machinists and wheelwrights, building many mills. Taking 
it all in all, tberefo1·e, it has seemed reasonable to assume in the text 
that the Jacob of 1690-1756 owned, and had his homestead near by, 
the mill on the Branch, beside the King's Road. 

24. JOHN READING was a son of John and Elizabeth Read
ing, of England, who, prior to 1685, settled in Gloucester, N. J ., 
where the son was born on June 6, 1686. He was educated in 
England, and married Mary, daughte1· of Col. P. Ryerson. Be
ginning as a surveyor at Gloucester, he removed to the part of Am
well now Raritan to. Here he became owner of an extensive tract 
of land, and built himself a mansion, still standing, on a hill west
ward of and overlooking the Branch, near the present Chamberlin 
mill, a mile or so downstream from the Barley Sheaf road. He 
became one of the prominent men of the State : was a member of 
the Colonial Council from 1728, and vice-president for ten or twelve 
years. Upon the death of Gov. Hamilton in 1747 the government 
devolved upon him until the arrival of Gov. Belcher. Again, on the 
death of the latter official, in 1757, he became the chief magistrate 
of the colony until the coming of Gov. Bemard in 1758. He died 
Nov. 7, 1761. 

25. J acob Corssen, son of Captain Cornel is Corssen (Vroom), 
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both of Staten Island (Bergen's "King's County," etc., etc.) , in his 
will (N.Y. S. 0., 21-51), signed 1742, bequeathed lands in Hunter
don Co., in or near "Reding" to., that he had purchased from John 
Bud, to his sons Douwe and Benjamin, both of whom appear as 
fathers in the Readington Church records from 1740 on. In a deed 
of .June 1, 1721 (Burlington, D-18; N. J . A., Vol. XXI), John 
Budd, of Philadelphia, conveyed to Jacob Corssen, of Staten Island, 
525 acres in IIunterdon Co., "near a branch of Raritan river, called 
Hollan's Brook." Holland's Brook rises a few miles west of the 
village of Readington, and perhaps a mile southeast of it leaves 
IT unterdon Co. 

26. In his will (T. 8-399; orig'l in IIunterdon files, 1753-60) 
he left the uso for life, of both real and personal estate, to his "Lov
ing \vife .A-riantz," the personal estate, after her death, to be equally 
eli ,•ided among the heirs. To John, in addition to the share of the 
personal estate " in full demand of his Birthright or Primogeniture," 
he devised only three shillings, the amount presumably denoting that 
John had already received the equivalent of his share of the real 
estate. This was left to Tennis, on condition of a prescribed money 
payment to his sisters. In default, it was similarly to go to J ohn; 
but if he also did not comply with the conditions, the property was 
to be sold and the "nett produce" equally divided among the heirs. 
Sons-in-law James (Jacobus) Smock and Benjamin Cole were named 
executors, but in view of these conditions not unnatura11y declined; 
so John was appointed administrator. 

27. Readington Church records. 
28. Geertruyd van TUYLE (as spelled for a son thus named 

in her husband's original will) was baptized (G. and B., 1905-1906) 
at Pol't Richmond, Staten Island, on April 6, 1724; the date of her 
death is not known.31 Her parents were Isaac and Sara (Lakerman) 
van Tuyl. 

As stated in the Introduction (p. 11) to the "History of the 
Bergen Family," the van Tuyles (van Tuyl, van Tuil, van Thull, 
ot.c., etc.) of Holland are recorded among the armor-bearers in the 
"Genealogical Chart of the Netherlands Race" ; and their coat-of
arms is displayed in that and similar authorities. Our immigrant 
ancestor is believed to have been Jan Otto van Tuyle, who, with wife 
and two children, came to New Amsterdam on April 16, 1663. At 
Port Richmond, S. I., there were the following baptisms: Oct. 2, 
1705, (parent) Abraham van Tuil, ( dau.) Geertruyt, who married 
Gerrit Croesen, (a witness being) Isaac F . van Tuil; Sept. 20, 1709, 
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(parent) Isaac van Tuil, ( dau.) Catharyntie, (witnesses) Abraham 
van Tuil and :M:a1·ia Lakerman; May 1, 1720, (parents) Isaac and 
Sara van Tuyl, the parents of our Geertruyd, ( dau.) Catharina, 
(wit.uesses) Abraham Lakerman and Antje van Tuyl; Jan. 2, 1734, 
(parent) Abraham, son of Isaac van Tuil, (son) Jan. Evidently 
the "Abraham" and "Isaac" came to the Coursens from the van 
Tuyles, and to the van Tuyles they perhaps came from 

LAKER~IA.l"\!' (Lake, Leek, Leuck; Bergen's "King's County," 
p. 179). Jan La kerman, wife Ann Spicer, was at Gravesend by 
<>r befoTe 1656, and on its Assessment Rolls as late as 1683. Graves
end having been settled as early as 1640, by immigrants chiefly from 
Massachusetts (Thompson's "Long Island," II, 168, 177), Lady 
Moody coming in 1643 (Leslie's "Greater New York," I, 36, etc.), 
Jan may have been a John Lake, of English descent. Daniel Laker
man, of Gravesend, wife Elizabeth Sutvin, bad removed to Staten 
I sland before Dec. 1, 1696. ABRAHAM Lakerman, son of this 
Daniel, was on record at Gravesend in 1691, and from the Port Rich
mond baptismal list, doubtless accompanied his father to Staten 
Island. 

29. Accidentally omitted from "A Branch of the Woodruff 
Stock," Part III, Appendix D. 

30. In 1756 "Roxbury township" included the Chester, Wash
ington and Mount Olive townships, and parts of the Roxbury, Mend
ham and Randolph townships of to-day. There are indications that 
John Coursen's Roxbtll'y home was in the neighborhood of the pres
ent village of ~Iount Olive. First, while it may be a me1·e coinci
dence of similar surnames, there was another Corssen of that period 
settled there. As this Jacob Oorssen (died about 1770) had a daugh
ter "Hester" baptized on Staten I sland in 1701, he may be taken 
as the corresponding Jacob, son or grandson of Pieter, son of Co1·s 
Pietertse Vroom of N . A./ and as the husband of Hester Heaton 
Corsen, who •vas granted letters of administration (T. Wills, K-256) 
for his estate. Now the father-in-law named therein, J abe'.t Heaton, 
lived close to the village. Second, Abraham van Tuyle, from the 
giv-•m name presumably a relative of John's wife/8 in 1790 bought 
(Mor. Co. Deeds, L-2, 270) lands in Roxbury, and the Van Tuyle 
house is still (J 906) standing, two or three miles northeasterly from 
the village, at the place where the road from Budd's Lake to Drakes
ville (Ledgewood) crosses that from Flanders to Stanhope. 

Whether or not John Coursen, in 1756, was living in this neigh
borhood could probably be decided by reference to the early records 
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of the :Mount Olive Church, founded in 1753, and it was hoped that 
so:ne of them had passed with other papers to :Mr. John :M. D . Barnes, 
of Dover, N. J., as nephew of t.he executor of Deacon Cozad of that 
church; but Mr. Barnes has been unable to find in his collection any
thing of dates 1753-1 00 that relates to )fount OJi,·e or its church. 

31. Sussex Deeds, B-275, Abraham Coursen and 'vife, grantors. 
32. Proprietors' Grants, Burlington, :.\I-107. 
33. Proprietors' grants to :Mary (Jobson) Lowell and Catherine 

Jobson, from whom to Joseph Hull. Burlington, B-109; EF-259. 
The number of acres varies in the successive surveys. 

34. T. }fort., \V-371. This mortgage of May 14, 1763, in 
which no wife joins, describes him as of IJ ardwicke, so he may base 
been living there prior to that date. 

~5. Original, now with Col. H. A. Coursen, of Scranton, Pa. 
1'het·c are other papers lrft by John II with him and with his brother, 
Hon. W. P . Coursen, of Fredon. 

36. T., AK-455. The wording of this conveyance of July 12, 
17 64, in which a wife joins, indicates that the Bernardsville of to
day, known in Revolutionat·y times as V cal town, was then called 
Bernard's Town. 

37. ..As no wife joined John in executing the mortgage of )[ay 
14, 1763,S• apparently Gertrude had died prior to, and Charity was 
maJTied later than, that date; but the latter had become the second 
(so far as known) wife before July 12, 1764, when she joined in the 
convoyance."6 'Whilo a wife or wives tmknown to us may, of cou rse, 
have intervened between the two, Gertrude was probably the mother 
of his children born down to 1763. Benjamin being mentioned first 
in the father's will,3s was presumably older than John III, who, thus 
the fourth son, by our family records was bom in 1753. The eighth 
of tho nine sons, \"~'antuyle/8 died Nov. 11, 1829, aged 64; that is, 
he was born in 1765-6; so he and Richard, the ninth son, and per
haps the seventh son, William, were borno by Charity. 

38. T., 15-36, signed Jan. 7, prov. Feb. 27, 1870. Original in 
"Old Wills" at Ne,vton, Sussex Co. Contemporary copy with Col. 
II. A. Coursen, Scranton, Pa. In his will J ohu Cotll'Sen authorized 
the completion, after his death, of the sale (T., AK-459) made on 
June 21, 1772, of 16 -10 acres (Hull purchase) to Casper Shaver .. 
To his "Beloved wifo" (Charity ) he left the usufruct of his 
homestead and movable estate, the fo1·mor, after her death, to be 
divided among the five youngor children, Peter, Abraham, William, 
VanTuyle and Richard. To his eldest son Jacob, who had already 
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been set up for himself, he gave the forty acres "where his new 
house now is," that is, he was then occupying, adjoining the home
stead lands (Sussex Deeds, D-309, 315) . Isaac, who evidently had 
also bad a portion, was bequeathed five shillings. Benjamin and 
John were ultimately to share the fathees lands, excepting Jacob's 
40 acres and the homestead, on payment of £5 each to the five younger 
brothers on their coming of age. 

Of these five younger brothers much might be found in the Sussex 
and W an·en Co. records, but for two only has attempt been made. 

ABRA.El.Allf, the sixth son, settled in Wantage to., Sussex Co., 
some time prior to 1800 (Snell, p. 290). IIe was already a resi
dent when, in 1790, his wife Jemima joined him in a deed (S. B., 
275) conveying some of his late father John's lands near Newton. 
His homestead (now, 1907, owned by ~Ir. Ford Margerum) was 
situated a couple of miles southerly from Deckertown (now "Sus
sex"), at the more modern "Perry's ~lills," between the "Pond" 
schoolhouse and the "Two Bridges." He established a large and 
successful tannery (afterward owned by Thomas Teasdale) ; was 
ahead of his times in comreying water by aqueduct from a spring 
to his house; and is reco1·ded in the books of the First Baptist 
Church of Wantage (commonly known as the Papakating Baptist 
Church), between his homestead and Deckertown, as a member in 
J 796, his wife's name appearing as present at meetings. In his will 
(S. A., 349, 1814) he named his wife Jemima, and, among his chil
dren, David, Sarah, George, William, Richard. Search through all 
neighboring graveyards has failed to discover his tombstone, and it 
is perhaps one of those fallen, with inscription underneath, in the 
Papakating (now Deckertown) cemetery, where the contemporary 
members of his church were buried. 

VANTUYLE, the eighth son, arrived in Frankford to., Sussex 
Co., about 1800 (Snell, p. 392), and founded the hamlet of Cour
senville (near another "Papakating," or "Pellettown") , where he 
resided during his lifetime. Not far away, in the grave~'ard of the 
deserted Beemer Church (Congregational), his tombstone shows that 
Vantile Coursen, a "Deacon of the Congregation," died Nov. 11, 
1829, aged 64. Here, too, lie his wife Sally, died Jan. 16, 1847, 
aged 81 ; and his sons, Henry D., June 27, 1789-0ct. 3, 1866, and 
Samuel J., died Nov. 13, 1874, aged 71-3-17, with Hannah A., his 
wife, died May 14, 1893, aged 86-11-8. Samuel's son, Isaac Vantile 
Coursen, wife Mary, removed to Colesville, Wantage to., where his 
family still resides. Of JOliN and his descendants something is 
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told in the text. Of BENJ A:MIN it is only known that on Oct. 15th 
·of the year of his father's death he conveyed (deed with lion. W. P . 
Coursen) pa.rt of his inherited lauds to William Scholey, and that 
by sheriff's deed this reached Casper Shaver's estate in 177 4, and 
by his heirs was conveyed back to John Coursen III on Jan. 14, 
1793 (T., AK-463); and that on June 20, 1778, Benjamin released 
to his b1·other John his share of 180 acres of other inherited lands 
(deed with H.on. W. P . Coursen). ISAAC is probably the Isaac 
Coursen of Sussex Co. (township not stated, perhaps Hardwick, now 
in Warren Co.) for whose estate letters of administration were grant
~d, Feb. 5, 1810, to :Mary Coursen, presumably his wife. J .A COB, 
baptized at Readington on August 14, 1743, was the Jacob of the :Mill 
Qf the County Histories. He was born July 30, 17 43 ; married 
Mary Nixon (Aug. 9, 1742-.A.pril 12, 1828); and died June 5, 
1815. These dates have been supplied by his descendant, Mr. Jacob 
Allen Coursen, of Branchville, N . J., who could give much informa
tion abottt the Sussex Coursens, especially his own branch. (See 
text.) 

39. The spellings, "Coursen" and "Coerson," are found in the 
record of John I, 5 and the latter in the early days of Jacob Corson's 
home, Neshanic (Snell's "Somerset County," p. 785)2\ while the 
"son," instead of "sen," was common among both the Staten Island 
and Sussex families. The present "Coursen" seems to have been 
revived just after Col. John's time. Like the Staten Island "Corson," 
it may be now regarded as the established form. 

DICKERSON 

[Eliza Drake, wife of Dr. Absalom Woodruff, Apv. B and Note, 
was a g1·ancldaughter of Peter Dickerson II, through his dan. Esther, 
wife of Col. Jacob Drake, q. v.] 

The family history during the Long Island period is especially a 
field for further research. 
[1] PHILE~WN, b. England, 1598; d. bet. 1665 (will) and 1672 

(pxob.); m. llfary (1611-7'7), dau. of Thomas Payne, or 
Paine, of Salem, :Mass. ; was freeman of Salem, 1641; re
moved to Southold, L. I ., 1646-50; freeman of Conn. (while 
prest1mably still of L. I .) 1662. Of their children, 

[2] PETER I, 1648-1721; m. Naomi Mapes (1648-1725) . Of 
their children, 
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[3] THOMAS, 1672-1725; m. Abigail Reeve. Of their children: 
[ 4] PETER II, b. 1724, at Southold, L. I.; d. ~1ay 10, 1780 ; re

moved 1745 to Morris Co., N . J ., in company with bros. 
Thomas, Daniel, Joshua, and sister Elizabeth (see tombstone 
at Morristown); m. (1) Oct. 20, 1745, Ruth Coe (1729-
Feb. 14, 1763); (2) Nov. 7, 1763, Sarah .A.rmstrong (1729-
98), wid. of John O'Hara. In a paper read before the 
Washington Association of N. J., the late Hon. Edmund 
D. Halsey (Drab, Gen. IX) wrote of him : "He was an 
ardent patriot, and his house in Morristo·wn was, from the 
beginning of the difficulties with Great Britain, a gathering 
place of those of kindred mind. He took an active part in 
awakening and organizing the opposition to the acts of the 
British Crown, and on the 7th day of January, 1775, was 
appointed one of the 'Committee of Observation' for ~lorris 
County. On the 1st day of May following he was elected a 
delegate to the Provincial Congress of New Jersey, which 
met in Trenton the same month. F eb. 7, 1776, he was com
missioned Captain of a company (Fifth) in the third bat
talion of the First Establishment (of the Continental Army), 
and on the 29th of the November following Captain of a 
company (First) in t he third battalion of the Second Estab
lishment (his men re-enlisting in a body) . Both companies 
he commanded were equipped at his private expense, and 
the money he so advanced stands to his credit t.his day at 
Washington, unpaid." 

[5] Of his eight childten by his first wife (of whom Jonathan was 
the father of Governor and Senator Mahlon Dickerson), 
ESTHER, :M:arch 22, 1757-0ct. 30, 1819; m. (1) Oct. 
2, 1774, George KING (1745-80), of Morristown; (2) Dec. 
13, 1781, Col. Jacob DRAKE. [For him and their dau. 
Eliza, w. of Dr. Absalom Woodruff, see Drake and App. B.] 

Autho1ities: As above; Mrs. Edward W. Whelpley (App. B; 
Gen. XI, 24); Mrs. Eugene T. Gardner (Gen. XII, 49); Savage's 
Genealogical Dictionary; Early Germans; Stryker ; Register; County 
Histories, etc. 

DRAKE 

[Eliza, w. of Dr. Absalom Woodruff, App. B and Note, was a 
dau. of 6 Jacob Drake.] 
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For Generations 1-5 further research is needed. 
[1] ROBERT, b. Devonshire, England, 1580; d. Jan. 4, 1668; 

mo\·ed from Exeter, Xew England, in 1650, to Hampton, 
K. IT., where, in 1654c, he was a selectman. 

[2] FRAKCIS; Savage says "(supposed to be a son of Robert, 
although not named in his will), at Portsmouth, N. H., 
1661, where he is found on the grand jury, 1663; probably 
removed to X. J. soon after." Died about 1687 ()!iddlesex 
Wills) . Sept. 29, 16 7, called "Captain" Francis D. of 
Piscataway (N.J. Archives, \ ol. XXIII, p. 182); m. :Mary 
---,. Their son 

[3] JOHN; m. (1) Rebecca (and two others, names not 
known) ; was a civil magistrate; pastor Baptist Church, Pis
cataway, N. J., until he d. in 1739. Uis son 

[4] ABRAIIA).I I; m. Deliverance ; in 1751 bought land 
at Drakesville, ~Ior. C'o.; his will is elated 1759, "Roxbury" ; 

(the to. of Drakesville); he d. perhaps 1763. His son, 
[5]ABRAllA}.I II, d. before the date of his father's will of 1759. 

His son, 
[ G] J ACOH, b. Piscataway, April 21, 1732; d. Sept., 1823; 

m. (1) Charity Young (1744-76); (2) Esther Dickerson, 
q. v. He lived at Drakesville, where he owned a large tract 
of land. The late Hon. Edmund D. ITalsey wrote of him 
(:Munsell's Monis Co., p. 25): "At the breaking out of 
the war be took at once a leading part. lie is described as 
of handsome physique, quick and active in his movements, 
and of very popular manners. Ilc was Colonel of the West
ern Battalion of }.fonis Militia, and resigned his commis
sion to represent the County in the first State T.egislature." 
In 177!-5 he, like his father-in-law, Captain Dickerson, had 
been appointed one of the "Committee of Observation" (or 
"Correspondence"), and was a Deputy, ) l ay and Sept., 
1775, in the Provincial Legislature that was prorogued in 
n ecember, to be replaced in 1776 b,Y the convention of the 
"State of New J ersey." His and Esther Dickerson's chil
dren were: 

[7] CLARISSA H.; m. Dr. Ebenezer WOODRUFF (App. B; 
Gen. X, 1). J .\ C'OB B., b. )fa.v 5, 17 6. GEORGE 
KI :rG; Sept. 16, 1788-hlay 6, 1 37; m. Oct. 1 '~, 1815, 
}.[ary Alling Halsey (Feb. 13, 1795-April 18, 1872) . 
SILAS, b. April 10, 1790. PETER, b. April 9, 1792. 
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ELIZA; m. Dr. Absalom WOODRUFF (App. B, Gen. 
X, 5) . 

[8]. The children of George King Drake: EDMUND BURKE; 
Dec. 3, 1817-March 26, 1836; unmarried. ELIZA HAL
SEY; May 26, 1819-May 23, 1898; m. 1l!l:ay 25, 1839, 
George K. HOWELL (d. Sept., 1851). ANN MACKEN
ZIE; Sept. 19, 1821-Sept. 21, 1880; m. May 25, 1841, 
Henry Gray DARCY (July 17, 1814-Dec. 19, 20, 1892). 
MARY LOUISA; Nov. 30, 1823-Jan. 20, 1898; m. May 
23, 1847, Judge Edward Wallace SCUDDER (Aug. 12, 
1822-Feb. 3, 1893). 

[9] The children of Ann :Mackenzie Darcy: MARY; m. Hon. 
Edmund Drake HALSEY (Sept. 11, 1840-0ct. 17, 
1896). ELIZA GRAY; m. Edward Q. KEASBEY. AN
NIE. HENRY 1lf.; m. Helen Barklie. JOHN STEV
ENS. Of :Mary Louise Scudder : WALLACE MciL
VAINE; m. (1) Ida Quimby (deceased); (2) Gertrude 
Witherspoon. MARY; m. Alexander J A:MIESON. 
I,OUISE; m. Capt. Hemy J>. PERRINE; and three others. 

Auth01i6ies: As above, and for Dickerson; and "The Combined 
Registers," First Presb. Church, Morristown, N. J., ~t[ay, 1883. 

MARSH (MENDJUM, N. J .) 

[Elizabeth Sophia Coursen, wife of Dr. E. B. Woodruff, Gen. 
XI, App. B and Note, was a dau. of 5, Hetty :M:arsh.] 

It is an open secret that Mr. John Edward :Niarsh, of Rahway 
and N. Y. C., after long and thorough research, has prepared a gen
ealogy of the Marsh family of N. J. that will in due time be made 
accessible to the public. It would, therefore, not be right to waste 
time in attempting a duplicate search, so the following is merely a 
stop-gap for local needs tmtil the standard work appears. 

Presumably the Marshes of n-reudham are descended from John 
Marsh, of Hartford, Conn., b. 1618, in Eng., d. 1688, and his wife 
Ann, dau. of Gov. John Webster; but we h,ave traced back only to 
[1] JOHN MARSH I, of Woodbridge, N. J., who was possibly 

a son of Samuel Marsh, Sr. (d. 1683), of Elizabethtown. 
He m. Sarah Clat·ke. Of theh children, 

(2] DANIEL; m. :M:ary Rolph. Of their children, 
[3] JOHN II, who lived near the mouth of the Rahway River, 
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J:\. .J. ; d. :March 9, 1775; m. Elizabeth Dunham. Among 
their children were 

[4] ISAAO; and L\.MOS, who removed to :lllendbam and m. Sophia 
Oliver. 

(5] The children of Amos were : FREEMAX. IIETTY (21fe
hitabel); m. Abraham COURSEN (see Coursen, 3; App. 
B and Note) . An old friend of the family has told the 
writer that when the young gallant from Sussex won he1· 
she was the acknowledged ''beauty of the county," and any 
one who remembers her, even in old age, must ack-nowledge 
that the judgment was doubtless correct. EPHRAIM; Oct. 
J, 1796-Aug. 28, 1864; m. Lavinia, dau. of Joseph W. 
Heath; an eminent and much respected citizen. JOHN; 
Oct. 28, 1801- ... ; m. Caroline IIudson (June 27, 1805 
-July 27, 1880). OLIVER. 

[6] The grandchildren of (4) Isaac were : JOHN EDWARD. 
WILLIAM LAWRENCE. KATHARX:N1~; m. William 
Garrett BIBB (deceased) . CORDELIA; m. Wilson Cary 
BIBB (deceased), (son, William Garrett Bibb) . For (5) 
Hetty's children see App. B. Ephraim's were JOSEPH 
TIEATH; Oct. 3, 1819-Feb. 29, 1852; m. Elizabeth 
(:March 26, 1827-}farch 30, 1892), dau. of Ross Crane. 
:MARY HEATH, b. Aug. 20, 1821; m. Theodore LITTLE; 
d. w. i., June 15, 1842. JOHN OLIVER; Nov. 2, 1823-
J une 10, 1852; unmarried. WILLIAl\f WALLACE; 
182( ?)-Aug. 30, 1892; m. Ida, dau. of Andrew Reeder. 
John's were : \"VILLI!U\1 IIUDSON; }{arch 11, 1826-
1842; unmarried. HAMPTON OLIVER; July 23, 1831 
-Sept. 22, 1894; m. Mary Dayton (Feb. 11, 183'7-Sept. 
27, 1884); a leading citizen of ]lforristown. A dau. of (5) 
Oliver m. Lambert STIGER. 

[7] For (5) IIetty's grandchildren, see App. B and Note. The 
children of (6) Joseph Heath were : ~fA.RY HEATH; d. 
Jan. 27, 1872. :MARGARET CRAJ\TE. Of William Wal
lace : CORA LAVINIA; m. Edward J . FOX : two sons. 
JEl\~IE AMALIA; m. Dudley IRWIN; four childrf'n. 
EPIIRABI (RAY) REEDER ETHEL PENN-GAS
KELL; m. Eugene IIenr.v BASKERVILLE. Hampton 
Oliver's: CAROLil\TE IIUDSO~"· WILLIAl\f DAY
TON. JOHN; m. Edith Conyngham; one son. :MARY 
HAMPTON; d. Dec. 28, 1875. HELEN OLIVIA; m. 
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George Jerome WESLEY. :1Irs. Stiger's : MARY S. ; m. 
-- WJLI.I.A1\rS; - children. OLIVER :MARSH: 
m. Angeline ; two children. 

A ulltorities: Rolph C., son of Christopher :Marsh, of Concord, 

Penn., through Will iam W. :11arsh, Aug. 15, 1872, and, 7, Miss 

Margaret C. :Marsh; 7, Miss Caroline II. Marsh ; Sav~o-e ; N. J. 

Archives; Hatfield; John )Iarsh, of Hartford, etc., etc. 

NEWTON 

HAN":KAH NEWTOX was the wife of John WOODRU.FFE, 

1650-1703 (Gen. VJ, App. A), of Sot1thampton, T .. I. (Sketch III ) . 

Her brother Benoni was a Town Trustee of that place in 1693 (Note 

63) . Xotbing has been learned of their parentage;. 
i"lutho1·ities: Howell, p. 434; Southampton Red Book of Deeds, 

folios 77, 78. 

RUSSELL 

ALI CE RUSSET~; m. in 1573, at St. Mary Northgate, Canter

bury, Eng., Robert WOODROFFE (d. 1611; of Gen. III), Church

warden of Fordwich, and Jurat (see Sketch II, Note 15). Nothing 

bas been learned of her descent. 
Autho1·ity: Rev. C. E. \Voodruff, Notes 5, 13. 

STITES 

[MARY, wife o£ llezekinh Woodruff, 1724-76 (of Gen. VIII, 

Sketch I V), was a da u. of 4, John Stites II.] 
[1] JOl [:K I, b. in England in Cromwell's time; emigrated from 

london to New England, finally settling on Long Island. 
(Littell. ) 

[2] RICHARD I; 1640-1702; lived at Hempstead, L. I . 

[3] WILLIAM, b. Hempstead, 1676; d. Springfield. X. J., 1727. 

Of his seven children, 
[ 4] JOHN II, b. at Hempstead, 1706; d. at Springfield, N. J., 

17 2. As already told (Sketch n~), he was a Chosen Free
holder and .Justice of Elizabethtown, and a Depnty in the 

Provincial Congress of New J ersey in 1775. His tombstone 
at Spr ingfield tells us that he "l ived beloved and died Ia-
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men ted by Church and State." Tie m. (1) Abigail Rush
more; (2) Margaret Hampton (1715-84) . His children 
were : 

(5] By (1 ), IIEZRKIAJI (~otes 114, 116). }fA.RY : m. Jieze
kiah WOODRUFF (Sketch IV). B.v (2), SA.RA.IT; m. 
Re\'. John G.\XO. }L\RG.\'RET : m. Rev . . James )L\.X
XIXG, Prest. Brown "C'niversity, Providence, R. I. XBI
OAIL; m. I saac WOODRUFF (Note 107) . .JOIIX: m. 
in ~. Y.; returned to Elizabethtown: went W!:'st. RICII
ARD II was b. 1747; m. Sarah Dennis (Littell says Sarah 
Thompson) ; Captain F irst Battalion, Somc•·sc-t, F<>b. 9, 
1776; Captain, Colonel Ilunt's battalion, .. Heard's Bri
gade, '' July 5, 1776; resigned Jul,v, 1776; Captain, Col. 
Thompson's battalion ((Detached :Mili tia" (Stryker ) ; d. 
(from wounds received Aug. 27th at the battle of J.ong 
I sland) on Sept. l 6, 1776, as by his tombstone, remoYed 
from St. John's Church, Elizabethtown, to }.fonistown, 
N .. r. Having d. first, his father's will (T. 23-426) does 
not name him, but as umy grandson Richard Stites," does 
name his son. 

[6] RIOJI ARD ( I II) :MONTGO:J\IERY, b. 1777; d. in Savan
nah, Ga., about 1 1:5. I! is son, Judge 

[7] RICHARD (IY) \Y.\Y).""E, b. in S:l\'annah, Ga., Xov. 24, 
1802; removed to 1\lorristown, "'· J . lie and the father of 
the writer more than once talked in the latter's hearing 
of the connection between our two families. through the 
marriage of Hezekiah and (5) }.far.Y. He m. Elizabeth 
Cooke (April 6, 1806-Feb. 29, 1 96), and d .. July 2, 1777; 
the ancestor of many honored citizens of our , tate. 

Autho1·ities: :i\frs. William B. Beckman; Cortland Parker, ,Jr., 
Esquire ; J,ittell; Hatfield, etc. 

WICK 

r:Mar:v wife of Dr. H. S. Woodruff, Sketch\~, was a granddaugh-• I 

ter of H enr,Y Wick, through his dan. )fary, wife of Dr. E. Blachly.] 
[1] JOIIN; 1661-J an. 16, J 719; was first recorded in the South

ampton, L T., Town Records at date of .\ pril -1, 1693, when 
he was granted a site for a fulling mill on the '·Streame of 
the Li tt.le River called by tho name of pcaconnuck" ; and 
thereafter "Mr. J ohn \\"'ick," or "Justice Wick,'' Sheriff of 
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Suffolk Co., 1699-1700 and 170t-2, and a magistrate until 

his death, had a fair share of mention as a "man of impor

tance in his day" (Pellctreau S. T. R., ,~ol. III, p. 27) . He 

removed to the neighboring Bridge Hampton, where he d., 

and at his own request was bur. on his own land. No evi

dence has been found to connect him with Joseph Wickham, 

of Sagg (Howell, 441), or to imply that, as has been alleged, 

his 11ame was "\Vickham," not "Wick." He hnd a wife 

Tempcrance, and children, Job, John (Yale, B .. \., 1722), 

Henry, Samuel, Daniel, James, Temperance, Ann, Phebe, 

Edith. 
[2] HEXRY; Oct. 23, 1707-Dec. 21, 1780; m. 1725, Mary 

Cooper, q. ,., ; and in 1737 was living near Bridge Hamp

ton, on the wny to Sagg (S. T . R, III, p. 63) . In 1746 

Kathan Cooper, of Roxbury (Chester ) to., and IIemy Wick, 

of '·Suffolk Co., L. I.," jointly bought 1 ,11-! acres on the 

Passaic, and in 1748 Cooper released his half to Henry 

Wick, of "Morristown, N. J." (:Mor. li-122, B-142) , so 

he doubtless came here between the two dates. With later 

purchases the " '\Vick tract" came to measure O\'er 1,400 

acres, and has become widely known through the wintering 

(17 0-81) on it, and near by, of our Re,·olutionar_Y army; 

while :Miss Tempe's rescue of her pet saddle horse has added 

interest to the old ho\lsc (still standing in 190 ) in which 

she so successfully hid i t. [Ill. G, 12, J 1; Ill. fi; it was 

nearly in front of Dr. Leddell's house that she refused to 

gi''e up her pet to otn· disorderly soldiers and galloped away 

from them.] The fat.her was Captain of a company of 

:Morris Co. ca,·alry that did good sen·ice in the war, and en

gaged in at least one sharp fight, though f requently detailed 

as guard fo1· Gov. Livingston and the Priv,y Council (JI{un

sell's :Mor. Co., p. 35; search fo1· fmther eddencc is kindly 

being made at the Adjutant-General's ofliee, Trenton) . 

"Daniel" "John" m1d other \•Vicks recorded in the Pres-
' ' ' byterian Church Register here, would seem, from their 

names, to ha,•e also been descendants of Henry's father. 

Henry's children were: 

[3] HEXRY; :March 9, 1737-Sept. 10, 1781 ; m. Feb. 7, 1760, 

Elizabeth Cooper (174:6-Feb. 1, 17 2); children, :Mary 

(Tuttle) a.nd Chloe. :MARY; Aug. 13, 1739-Sept. 18, 

1786; m. June 19, 1758 (5), Dr. Ebenezer BLACHLY 
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III, q. v.; ancestress of many Woodruffs, Blachlys, and 
others. J A..l\IES; Dec. 19, 1741; not nt. PTIE13E; Nov. 
9, 1746-Jtme 15, 1806; m. April 5, 1770, Dr. William 
LEDDELL II (App. E). TE:.\IPE; Oct. 30, 1758-April 
28, 1822; m. Captain William TUTTLE (previously pri
vate in Capt. Dickerson's company, Third Battalion, Second 
Establishment, Continental Army; Nov. 5, 1760-Jan. 11, 
1836). As well as her sister Phebe, she was an ancestress 
of Blachlys. Sec (7) J osrph \\ arren Blachly. 

Authorities: 1\{iss 1\{ary E. l ed dell; :l\frs. C. C. Davis; Howell; 
S. T. R. ; Register; Munsell's Mor. Co., etc. 
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~ED DELL 

[Note 118; )I ote to App. B; Sketch V; Map 11.] 
Although not in the direct line, as neighbors, friends, and kin 

(through Phebe, dau. of Henry and :Mary Coope1· Wick, App. D), 

the Leddells were of the family group at Washington Corner. 

[1] WIJ, T..IAM I, M.D., was a French naval surgeon "of the high 

seas" (by tradition from Alsace), stationed at Ouba, who 

resigned from the sen·ice and settled in New J erse~' 

(Wickes). lie m. (1) Louise (son John; nothing 

known of him); (2) Esther Nightingale. Mrs. 0. C. (Sara 

Leddell) Davis (5), who has been very kind in supplying 

valuable information, writes that in the four old deeds in 

her possession, dating from Feb. 15, 1751, to Feb. 10, 1761, 

his naine is given as William Leddel, Gent., "Dr. W. L., 
and W. L., Physician; his residence as ]If orris Co. and the 

Borough of Elizabeth (he is believed to have O\vned lands 

near New Providence). He d. in June, 1762. On :May 5, 

1767, his son, 
[2] WILLIAl\I II, M.D. (1747-Aug., 1827), by the advice of 

his guardian, John Oarl, Esquire, became a pupil of Dr. 
Ebenezer Blachly, of :Mendham, "to leam the art of physic 

and surgery." On Thursday, April 5, 1770, he m. Phebe 

(Nov. 9, 1746-June 15, 1806), dau. of Henry Wick (App. 

D); was energetic and distinguished: a skillful botanist; 

successful in his large practice and in business, ha,,ing helped 

supply the Re,·olutionary soldiers camped nea1· by; was one 

of the first Sl1eriffs of Morris Co., serving two terms; is re

corded (Stryker, p. 663) as a private in the )forris Co. 

militia; was a Major in the "Whiskey Insurrection" (1794:), 

and a Captain of cavalry in the War of 1812 : his military 

papers are with the N. J. IIist. Society. Their children 

were : 
[3] WILLTAl\{ III (Sept. 2, 1772-:Mar. 23, 1780) . 1\IARY 

124 
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(Feb. 3, 1774---~Iay 5, 1780). HENRY, M.D. (Sept. 16, 
1776-Jan. 30, 1799); m. Margaret McVicker (dau. Phebe, 
m. George Dayton; one son) . TEMPERANCE (Aug. 25, 
1779-J an. 18, 1810); m. Dr. Philip ){cOREA ( dau. 
Tempe, m. Geo. H . Thompson) . ELIZA (Oct. 11, 1781-
Dec. 23, 1803); m. Dr. Wil1iam HAMPTO~ (1781-1816), 
w. i. MARY TAILOR (Nov. 20, 1786-Sept. 7, 1857); 
m. John LATHAM [dau. Caroline, m. (1) Dr. FrPd'k 
PERRY, 2 children; m. (2) Halleck VA.l~OE]. JOHN 
WICK, M.D. ; Oct. 25, 1783-April 15, 1865; ed. Ezra 
Fairchild School (Note 147); studied med. with his father, 
and licensed at 18; at 21 m. Jemima (June 1, 1780-Feb. 
25, 1866), youngest dau. of Samuel Wills (see Cooper); 
practiced very successfully at Washington Corner, Mendham 
(until1833) and Ralston (or Roxiticus; see Note to App. 
B, Absalom Woodruff), where he bought the farm and mill 
of John Ralston, now occupied by Mrs. Del\{ott ( 5) . He 
was highly esteemed as physician, business man and citizen. 
His children were : 

[4] WILLIA~I, b. Nov. 20, 1806; m. Mary Emily Halsey, who 
d. Aug. 22, 1888. FRA.NOES, b. Aug. 27, 1808; m. Rev. 
Jonas DENTON (1807-88) . SAMUEL WILLS, l.LD.; 
Aug. 9, 1810-J uly 15, 1875; studied med. with his father, 
but preferring business and farming, did not practice; Union 
College, B.A. about 1831; m. (1) :Margaret Horton, who 
d. 1847; (2) Emma Louisa Halsey (May 5, 1817-Sept. 
6, 1891) . TEMPE, b .. Sept. 30, 1812; d. Oct. 18, 1848; 
m. George W. SEW A.RD. SARAH E., b. April 30, 1815; 
m. Charles STARR l\fARY HENRIETTA, b. ,July 26, 
1822; m. Gen. Nathan A. COOPER (April29, 1802-July 
22, 1872) . 

[5 and 6] William's children were : JOHN. JOHN WICK; m. 
Caroline Sergent (two children); d. Mar. 13, 1892. :M.ARY 
ELIZABETH. CHARLES STARR; m. Lizzie Murphy. 
Frances Denton's children were : .AUGUSTA. JOHN L. ; 
m. Jennie Melick. l\!A.RY. SARAH; m. Hamilton ROD
DIS (two children) . Samuel Wills and Margaret Horton's 
children were : :MARGARET :HARIA; m. Pete1· DE
~WTT. WILLIA:t\I JOHN; m. Ida .Alexander (two chil
dren) . Samuel and Emma Louisa Halsey's children were : 
SA.RA TEMPE; m. Calvin C. DAVIS. SAMUEL FRED-
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ERICK; m. l\farian W. :Maxwell. Tempe Se'''ard's chil
dren were: 'VILT.IJUf HE}.TRY; never married. SARA 1I 
C. ; d. a missionary in India. Rev. S.A..\fUEL S. ; m. Chris
tiana :Kimber (deceased) . GEORGE FREDERICK (late 
our Consul-General at Shanghai, and :Minister at Peking, 
China; President, Fidelity and Casualty Co., X. Y. C.) ; 
m. Katharine Sherman. JOHN L.; m. Lydia Kimber. 
Sarah E. Starr's children were : LOUISA; .AUGUSTUS; 
NARY ET.LE;\. :llary Henrietta Cooper's children were : 
.ANNA E. BEULAH; m. Henry D.AYTO::Y. :MARY ; 
m. E. Irvin S)liTII. TILLIE R LAURA H.; m. Oscar 
BABBITT. N A TITAN; m. Fisher. ABRAITA.M; 
m. l\fary Turner. 

Autho1"ities : :Miss }f. E. Leddell (5); :hlrs. C. C. Davis (5); 
and others; Wickes; County Histories, etc. 
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Abigail, 25, 36, 37, 59, 60, 65 
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Absalom, Dr., 1, 41, 46. 49, 68 
Alice, 12 
Ann, G, 8, 50, 51 
Anna, 59 
Anne, 13, 15, 16, 17, 52, 59 
Benjamin, <!5, 36, 37, 55, 59, 60 
C. Eveleigh, 5, 13, 50, 51 
Cooper, 58 
Cornelius, 59 
Daniel, 55, o8, 59 
David, 65, 58 
Ebene'6er, Dr., I; 49, 60, 65, 68, 69 
Ebenezer, Dr., II; 1 
Edward, Lt.. Col., I; 1 
Edward, II; 1 
Elinor, 59 
Elizabeth. I; 6, 8, 13, 22, 51 
Elizabeth, 13, 16, 25, 52, 59, 68 
Ezekiel, 58 
Hannah, 22, 25, 33, 35, 37 
Harriet, 68 
Hezeklah, IV, l, •13, 44, 58, 59, GO, 64 
Hezekiah S .. Dr., V, 1, 36, 37, 46, 60, 

61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69 
Hiram, 37, 60 
Isaac, 25, 36, 56, 58, 59 

Jacob, 58, 64, 65 
Jane, 69 
Jennet, 59 
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Joanna, 36, 60 
John I (1574-1611); 1, 6; 12, 13, 51 

John n (1604-70); rr, 1, 5, 6, 8, 31; 
51, 52, 53 

John UI, E; JH, 1, 13, 16, 17; 31, 51, 
53, 55 

John m, s; III, 1, 13, 17, 31, 53, '64 
John, 23, 33, 36, 37, 54, 55, 57, 58, 59, 

GO, 64, 67 
Jonathan, 26, 36, 56, 57, 58, 59 
Joseph (1676,1742), IV, 1, 25, 53, 65, 

56, 57, 58, 60 
Joseph (of Salem), 55 
Joseph, 31, 36, 55, 56, 57, 59 
Joshua, 59 
Margaret, 37, 60 
Mary, 22, 36, 37, 43, 48, 52, 57, 59, 60. 

61, 64, 68 
Matthew, 1, 51 
Moses, 59 
Nathaniel, 26, 36, 56, 58, 59 
Noah, 59 
Phebe, 59 
Prudence, 59 
Rachel, 59 
Rebecca, 59 
Richard, 37, 60, 65 
Robert, 1, 12, 58 
Samuel, 25, 26. 36, 54, 58, 59 
Sarah, 21, 22, 25, 36, 37, 52, 60, 64 
Silas, 55 
Stites, 37, 38. 45, 58, GO, 64, 65 
Thomas (1508-52), 1, 11, 12 
Thomas (of Salem), 55 
'J'bomas, 36, 58, 59. 66 
Timothy, 58 
William (d. 1587), 1, 12 
William, 12, 36, 59, 68, 69 
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Beach, Benj. and Ellz., Elisha, 68 
Bettin, Capt.. 41, 47 
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Blachly, Dr. E. B., 41, 43. 60, 61, 67 
Blachly, Dr. E. B., Jr., 64, 67 
Blachly, 43. 48. 61, 62, 63, 66. 67, 68 
Bond, Robert, 8 

12!l 

Byram, 61, 62 
Carter, Ann and Richard, 8, 50. 51 
Carteret, Sir George, 3 2, 33 
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Cartwright, Elizabeth, 6, 8, 13, 22, 51 
Cary, 64, 66 
Clark, 58 
Coleman, Mrs. Hannah, 62 
Cooke, Mrs. Henry C., 60 
Cooper, 61 
Corey, Abner, 37 
Crane, Joanna and Josiah, 60 
Cuyler, Rev. Theodore L., 68 
Davis, Sarah, 25 
Dayton, 52, 68 
DeGroot, 67 
Dufford, 49, GO, 68 
Dunstar, 68 
Ehle, .Michael, 67 
Emott, James, 33 
Fai rchlld, 46, 49, 69 
Foster, Josiah, 25 
Fuller, Hon. Henry M., 69 
Fullerton, James, 32 
Galloway, Mr., 69 
Gano, Sarah, 61 
Gold, Abigail and John, 36, 59 
Gosmer, Elizabeth, 6, 8, 13, 22, 51 
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53 
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Guerin, William, 62, 68 
Hager, Elizabeth, 49, 68 
Hollock, Shepard, 67 
Halsey, 53, 65 
Hampton, 43, 61, 66 
Ho•e, Charles, 60 
Holland, Joseph, 38 
Howard, Mr. B. H., 69 
Howell, Mr. Edward, 7, 8 
Howell. 51 
Hunttlng, Rev. James, 57 
.Jefferys, Caleb and Sarah, 60 
Jelf, Joseph, 66 
Jones, Jeffrey, 32 
Kitchen. Benj., 66 
Laing, Capt. Denj., 66 
Laning, Aaron S., 66 
LaLasu re, 68, 69 
Leddell, 41, 61, 62, 66 
Lee, Gen., 44 
Lewis, Samuel, 61, 62, 66 
Little, Mary, 69 
Livingston, Gov., 64 
Lovelace, Gov., 16, 25 
Ludlow, Wllllam, 52 
Marsh, Ephraim, John, 59, 68 

Merry, Rebecca, 59 
Mlller, 35, 58, 64 
:Mowbrey, Schoolmaster , 23, 31 
Newton, Hannah, Mr., 22, 25, 54 
Nicholls, Gov., 16, 34 
Ogden, John I., 8, 21 
Ogden, John (nephew). 21 
Ogden, ~fary and Sarah, 21, 22 
Parker, Edward, 12 
Parks (Pack, Paiks), Abigail, 37, 60 
Patten, James, 61 
Pelletreau, Francis, 26 
Pierson, Henry, 68 
Pierson, Sylvanus, 69 
Pitney, Vlce.Cbancellor Henry C., 69 
Post, 52 
Potlo!r, Rev. L. D., 69 
Randolph, GO 
Reed, Lieut., 48 
Rlefel. Marx, 38, 58 
Riggs, Preserve, 41, 62 
Robinson, Dr. Samuel, 69 
Rushmore. Abigail, 61 
Ross, George, 60 
Russell, Allee, William, 12 
Sanders, Ollvf>r, 62 
Scudder, Ann, Mary, 59 
Selden, 65 
Smyth, Richard, 69 
Spencer, Col., 67 
Stites, Dr. Hezeklab, 36, 37, 43, 61 
Stites, Hon. John, 3G, 37 
Stiles, 36, 43, 61 
Stoddard, 58 
Sutton, Henry. 63 
Talmage, Daniel, 36 
Thompson, 63, 68 
Topping, Capt. John, 8, 15, 21 
Touchembert, 38, 58 
Townley, 33 
Tucker (Tooker), 38, 58 
Van Lieu, GO 
Vaughan, Rev. Edward, 33 
Washington, Gen., H, 45, 60 
Wayne, Gen., 47, 65 
Wenda!!. John. 52 
Wick, 41, 46, 61 
Wi ll iams. Joseph and Phebe, 59 
Winans. 37. 38, 57. 58, 60 
Wolfe, Rev. Aaron R., 69 
Woodruff, see special Index 
Woolley, Robert I and Anne, 22, 52 
Woolley. Robert II. 32 
Young, Mr., 8 
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Brogden's Line, 62 
Cranbury, 43, 61 
Cranford, 32 
Dunstar's Line, 68 

East Riding of Yorkshire, 16 
Elizabethtown, Eltown. 29, 32 
Fordwich. 1. 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 50 
Isle of Tbanet, 11 
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Logtown, Ill. G, 63 
Long Line, 68 
Lowantica Valley, 44 
Lynn, 7 
Mendham, 111. G, 43, 48, 67, 68 
Mine Brook, 60, 6L. 63, 66 
.Mine Run, 44, 47, 61, 62 
Morristown, Ill. G, 44, 45 
Morse's, l\furthes, .Marsh's, Creek, 59 
New Jersey, 31, 32, 47 
Northgate, 50 
Pennington, 47, 65, GG, 67 
St. Augustine's Monastery, 11 
St. Mary Northgate, 50 

Southampton, Ills. C, E, 7, 15, 16, 
21, 23, 24, 25, 54, 55 

Stuny, 60 
Succasunna, 49, 65, 68 
Su!'folk County, Ill. C. 
Thanet, Isle of, 11 
Tremby's Neck, 59 
Tucker's (Tooker's) Lane, 38 
Valley l<~orge, 45 
Washington Corner, 111. G., 43, 61, 62 
Westfield, 111. F., 29, 31, 32, 36, 57 
West Virginia, 69 
"Yorkshire," 16, 52 
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Answer to Bill in Chancery, 34 
Army service, 44, 47, 60, 64, 65 
Army supplies, 45, 65 
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Commonage, 23 
Connecticut Compact, 7, 16 
Constable, 16, 21. 52 
Court Hall, Ill. A., 12 
Clinker Lot Division, 56 
Currency Troubles. 47 
Duke's Laws, 16 
Earmark, 15, 22, 23, 52, 54 
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"Proprietors" 
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General Court, 7. 16 
Graveyards, 8, 17, 26, 53, 55, 57, 68 
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Homestead, So., Ills. C. D. 15, 21, 25, 

26, 52 
Homestead. Westfield, Ill. F, 32, 33, 

38, 57, 58 
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G, 43, 44, 60, 61, 62, 63 
Homestead, Pennington, 47, 48, 65, 66, 

67 
Homestead. Mendham, Jll. G, 46, 48, 

49, 67, 68 

Husbandman, 13 
Impounder, 16 
I ndlan Deed, 7 
"In·law," 50 
Jurat, 11, 12, 51 
Key-keeper , 12 
Land dl visions, Ill. E. 23, 32, 54 
Lynn Agreement, 7, 23 
Medical Society, 47, 66 
Municipal Reforms Act, 5 
Mutiny, 47, 65 
Overlords, 5, 11, 12 
Overseers, 16 
"Proprietors" (Etown), 32, 33, 34, 35 
Riding, 16, 23, 25 
Scotch Plains Dap. Ch. membership, 

37 
Ship-money, 6, 7 
Sidesman, 6 
Suppression of monasteries, 11 
Supreme Court Suits, 47, 66, 67 
Topping Purchase, 21 
Town Chest, Ill. B, 12 
Town Trustee, 54 
Two Sons John, III, 6, 7, 8. 1G, 17, 21. 

22, 23, 50, 53 
Undertaker. 7 
Vaughan Ejectment Suit, 33, 34, 35 
"WesUield." 57 
Westneld Records, 36 
West VIrginia Lands. 69 
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"Woodruff," 51 
Yeoman, 13, 51 
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