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CHAPTER I 

THE FIVE NEW ENGLAND GENERATIONS 

This is an account for my son, Laurence David Woodruff and my 
daughter, Madelon Minerva Laidler and any members of the family who 
may be interested. 

It is my hope that my children, or their children, may find it interesting 
if and when they attain that age at which at · least some of us evince 
a curiosity about our ancestors or the degree to which we are native 
to this land. 

Most of us are prone to picture ourselves as the architects of our 
destiny or as the victims of our environment, according to our nature. 
But to me there has always been an arresting fascination in the thought 
that who, and what we are today, is surely and simply the result of the 
judgments and decisions made long ago by the men and women of whose 
Jives we have this fragmentary glimpse. A veritable amateur in the field 
of genealogy, I have been amazed to discover the wealth of recorded 
detail concerning bygone times and bygone people, to be garnered by 
a li ttle patient effort. 

Unprecedented in our times, this decade is witnessing another infusion 
of peoples from the Old World that is rapidly changing the complexion 
and character of our country. So the time seems opportune for an attempt 
to preserve the story of one of the many families intimately connected 
with her early history. From these pages there will emerge to greet 
you no great or noble figures- just people, your people and my people 
and I, for my part, am humbly grateful to know this much about them. 

While many family and official records of historical interest have 
been lost, it is fortunate that so much authentic data has survived the 
years. Though this account suffers from omissions, at no time has it been 
necessary to depart from known facts into the realm of smmise or 
speculation. The only inferences drawn are the obvious ones manifest 
from the evidence available. 

Origin of the name WOODRUFF 

From : ·wood - reeve, the governor or keeper 
of a wood; a forester or bailiff. 
-"English Surnames" by Charles \V. Bardsley. 
-"Surnames of the United Kingdom" by Henry 

Harrison. 
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Coat of Arms nnd Crest 

Both appear or are mentioned in family records but whether 

authentic to our branch of the fami ly is not known definitely since the 

link to the Woodruffs of England has not been established. One attempt 

to do so proved an expensive disappointment but not before some erroneous 

information had been included in Vol. III of the "Colonial Families of the 

United States'' by Georg<' 0:. :'-!acKenzic. Curious!}' enough, the person 

who furnished the data was apparently an enterprising imposter who 

claimed England as his home and Norris \\'oodruff as his name. This 

hoax is referred to in a note appearing as a preface to the ''Woodruff 

Genealogy" published in 1925 by Frederick 0. Woodruff of Lexington, 

Mass. 

The Woodruff Arms and Crest with the motto "Sit Dux Sapienta'' 

(Let wisdom be our guide) are depicted and described in the various 

hooks of Heraldry. The crt'st is a mailed arm holding aloft a sprig of 

what is officially designated as honeysuckle. Our family has always 

maintained that it is Sweet \Voodruff, an aromatic herb {Asperula 

Odorata) still to he found in some old fashioned gardens and that the 

motto is "Sweetest when crushed". 

In New England in America there was, of course, no regular Post in 

the 17th Century. Letters were written on paper made by laborious hand 

methods from linen rags. The pen was cut with a small blade (hence our 

word "penknife") from tlw quill of a goose or wild turkey. 1t was dipped 

in ink, homemade from vinegar and ox gall or from tea and iron filin gs. 

L<'llers were not then, or for years afterward enclosed in enve lopes. 

Instead the sheets wer<' folded so that none of the writing could he seen 

and were sealed with a large blob of hot wax into which the writer 

impressed his seal with his signet ring or with a die mounted on a wooden 

handle. The familr rings arc no more but we still have an old die of 

the Arms and Crest. It is fashioned of lead or pewter, mounted on a 

small block of walnut. The scroll bears the name "Woodruff" instead 

of the motto, indicating that it was probably used as a book plate. We 

know this die to be over a century old since it belonged to my great 

grandfather William and we think it was brought to this country from 

::\ew England by his father, Ezekiel. It is still in sufficiently good condition 

to make the imprint on the frontis page of this book. 

MATTHEW I 
The Woodruff families of America appear to have derived from two 

main somces: John \<\'oodruff who settled in Southampton, Long Island, 

New York in 1610 and whose descendants are the subject of a history by 

Francis Eben \\"oodruff - 'The \Voodrulfs of ew Jersey"o and our 
• - See Appcndt~ ltt'm No. 22 
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progenitor, Matthew Woodruff who appears first at Farmington, Con­
necticut, in 1640. It is known that he went there from Hartford so he 
probably landed in 1636 as some records indicate. 

Certainly he had no ticket for the Mayflower's voyage in 1620 for 
he was no Scrooby Sectarian whose descendants are venerated in the New 
England of today as the Pilgrim Fathers. He escapes the label "Puritan" as 
well for lvlatthew \vas a Protestant of the officially sanctioned middle of 
the road path to righteousness. It must be borne in mind that the word 
"religion" has undergone a radical modification in the course of three 
centuries. In his time it was practically synonymous with politics, a very 
vital human statistic, more important than race, sex or color. 

For further background you will recall that at the beginning of the 
17th century, England was suffering from what the authorities professed 
to believe was over-population. And so a considerable segment of the 
people came to be looked upon as undesirables except as emigrants for 
the Colonies. This mass of unfortunate humanity, was the ammunition 
which England considered expendable in her efforts to subdue and 
conqt1er the rugged lands across the seas . As far as America is concerned, 
but few survived the rigors of their involuntary adventure. The next 
great effort at colonization was the work of the London Company, a private 
enterprise whose profit motive no doubt contributed much to its efficiency 
and success. The London Company had just the right sales pitch for the 
times and its offers proved too alluring to resist. Many thousands of 
artisans, blacksmiths, whitesmiths, carpenters, brick-masons, ploughmen 
and others subscribed as indentured servants with their gaze firmly fixed 
upon the distant goal of land and freedom as the promised reward for 
their term of bondage. 

These were the people who made the first great break in the dykes 
of the wilderness. Without doubt they were made of better stuff than 
their predecessors, the rogues, beggars, vagrants and convicts who had 
been drafted for the same ordeal but whose mortality rate was so appalling 
they could leave but little trace upon the beachheads of the continent. 

Both groups were aided by a birth rate that today would be truly 
astonishing but the subscribers to the London Company had the benefit 
of a little better planning and so they did not fare quite so badly. 

This was a period of tremendous religious upheaval in England which 
had its culmination in the Revolution led by that vicious fanatic, Oliver 
Cromwell. Religious sectarianism provided the motive power for the 
next invasion in force - the Pilgrims, the Quakers, the Puritans and the 
Catholics. It is often asserted and freqttently accepted that these groups 
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were seeking religious freedom and so they were, each for itself alone! 
To a large degree they were bigoted fanatics to whom a doctrine of 
religious liberty or the separation of Church from State was abhorrent. 

Following these migrations or sandwiched in between there came 
to our shores a few "gentlemen of quality'' from whose infinitesimal number 
so many families prefer to believe they owe their descent. There came 
also some merchants accompanied by their worldly goods and not a few 
adventurers who possessed at least sufficient initiative to gamble that life 
in the cw World might prove a more palatable alternative to their lot 
in the Old. 

The 17th century was a highly significant one for the world in general 
and England in particular. Church and State were one and all-powerful. 
Religion was of grave importance to every individual. It was said of 
Cromwell's army that every private could preach for two hours at a 
stretch and with but small provocation would do so! Certain it is that 
he and his followers threw the switch that shunted the monarchial train 
from the main line to the siding where it has been puffing inoffensively 
ever since. 

Under Elizabeth the landless were officialh· classified as ''sturdv 
' ' 

beggars," ideal Colonial fodder whose export meant fewer mouths to feed. 
But as the last remnants of feudalism were collapsing, a new and radical 
concept of economics was rising from the ashes. As the doctrine of 
lllercantilism met growing acceptance, it magically transformed these 
same unfortunates from Expendables into Indispensables. Mouths to feed 
became Hands to work and their loss to England a thing to be deplored. 
The authoritative brow now frowned upon the recruiting of able bodies 
for the Colonies and a judicial order was revised. _ ow only "Fellons" 
and "Rebells'' were to be exported. Previously the quaint language of the 
order had included all rogues, vagabonds, minstrels, jugglers, pedlars, 
persons fayning themselves to have knowledge in physiognomye, palmestrr 
or other crafty scyence, common players of Enterludes (other than p layers 
of Ent"erludes belonging to any Baron of this Healme), persons wandering 
about pretending losses by Fyre (insurance companies maintain that some 
of these are still with us), persons pretending to be Egipcyans or wander­
ing about in the habite, form or attyre of counterfayte Egipcians, petty 
chapmen et al. 

This remarkable reversal of attitude was fu rther nurtured by the 
Great Plague of London. As the infection spread throughout the Kingdom, 
it spawned a new distemper to affiict the ''House of Have"-the not so 
modern phenomenon that today we call a labor sh01tage. This had a 
selective effect upon English emigration after the first third of the 17th 
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century. Excluding convicts, the bulk of those who now went overseas 
were no longer thrown out. They had either to be coaxed or impelled by 
personal reasons of which there could be no scarcity for it was a time of 
savage persecution of all minority groups, religious, political or social. The 
prosperous had no incentive, the unimaginative no impulse. So the new­
comers came to be drawn more and more from the rank and file of the 
active and ambitious. The colonies saw arrivals in increasing volume of 
people equipped with household goods, implements, livestock and 
occasionally a pouch well filled with gold c~ins. Some had made a deal 
with one of the promoters for a particular area who viewed the colonist 
as a prospect for the sale of a piece of real estate in which he had an 
interest or represented someone who did. Others, under no such 
sponsorship, made their own arrangements with an individual shipmaster, 
singly or in groups. These latter are not catalogued in the official archives 
so if our ancestor was one of them, which could easily be, it will be a 
difficult task to trace his English connections. A task for someone more 
fortunately endowed than I. 

And so with this digression, we are now back to Matthew I who 
appears upon the scene, hand in hand with Hannah, at Farmington, 
Connecticut, in 1640. (See Appendix Item No. 5, "The Connecticut Towns") 

Vol. III, page 620, of the "Colonial Families of the United States" 
gives his birth date as 1612 and says that he bxought Hannah with him. 
It is possible and even probable that he did but as has been mentioned, 
an effort to verify these facts met with failure. Matthew I may have found 
Hannah in the new land and if so it was most likely in Hartford, Connecti­
cut, where they are first recorded as a couple in 1636. 

No matter where he got her, !vlatthew I had found an able and willing 
helpmate who performed her wifely duties at least nominally for those 
days. Hannah presented Matthew I with three sons and three daughters 
at nicely spaced intervals averaging considerably longer than the two year 
period prevailing in their time. 

Keeping house and raising a family was a rugged experience in those 
days and left little leisure fo1· anything else. However, by the time her 
second daughter, her fifth child, was born in 1654, Hannah had things so 
well organized that she had time for a little church work. She was 
admitted as a member of the church at Farmington on April 2nd, 1654. 
Apparently just in time for Mary (who unfortunately died young) to be 
baptized! At that time no one with any stature in the community cou ld 
maintain it without a chmch affiliation for the ministers dispensed both 
privileges and punishments to their flocks and the latter with a heav~· 
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hand. Since Hannah didn't join until she had lived there fourteen years 
and Matthew I for thirty-two, there is little doubt but that they had been 

members of some oth<'r Connecticut congregation during this period. 

\Vhat we can fairly assume about Matthew I is that he was an active 

and ambitious man whose efforts were crowned with success. The Hartford 

Probate Court records are the source for his description as a man of 
considerable wealth for those days. Since the process of acquiring riches 

in the interval has remained a conundrum to most of us, we can fairly 
credit him with rare business acumen. 

As one of the eighteen Proprietors of the Town of Farmington in 1672, 
having been admitted as a Freeman in 1657, he would be set apart by 

that distinction alone. New England's was a Town government, each a 

separate entity and each granting its own lands and administering to its 
own needs. Such an honor was not to be lightly come by. First Matthew 

I had to be a certified grade A product of the times, in a prime condition 

of respectability. He had to be an adherent of the true faith and a 
conformant to the prevailing restrictive view as to what constituted good 

conduct and preferably a man of substance, which he was. There was no 
scat in the chamber except for pious church members who were all-around 

exemplary characters, loyal and helpful to the authorities, acting accord­

ing to prescribed rules and thinking along approved channels at least so 
far as could be outwardly observed. On top of all this he had to swear 

some prodigious oaths! (See" Notices concerning Early Freemen in New 
England" and ''The freeman's Oath" as reproduced in the Appendix, 

Items No. 1 and To. 2). 

An old map of Farmington shows that ~latthew I had acquired 

extensive land holdings along the beautiful farmington River but in 
addition he had amassed a sum of cash money quite impressive for those 

times. It must be remembered that in the 17th and early 18th Century, 

the great obstacle to trade was the shortage of hard coin. The theory 
of Mercantilism which was behind England's colonial policy demanded 

an accumulation of gold in the national treasury in London. To get hold 

of some cash they could keep, the colonials dealt preferably with any 
country but England even if it was illegal which was usually the case. 

The law saw it as outright smuggling, but it was universall>' practised by 
the most upright men in the colonies with the knowledge and approval of 

their fellow townsmen. What coin did circulate was mostly Spanish or 
Dutch silver dollars, .. pieces of eight" which had the value of their actual 

weight though invariably this had been reduced by a bit of judicious 

clipping that was hard to detect with the scales then in usc. This scarcity 

of money is further attested by the fact that as late as the 1720's, a man 
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could be hanged for the stealing of a sixpence. From this evaluation of 
coin by weight there evolved a favorite and useful practice for keeping 
tl1em. They were melted down for conversion into silverware or "plate" 
as it was called. In utensil form the silver could be displayed to impress 
the neighbors and at the same time if someone made off with a piece, 
it could be readily identified. As a result of the desire to own handsome 
plate that came with increasing prosperity, the silversmiths were kept busy 
hammering from dawn to dusk in all the principal centers of the colony. 

A digest of Matthew I's will (nuncupative) from early Connecticut 
P robate Records is as follows: 

"vVoodruff, Matthew Sr. of Farmington, Connecticut. 
Inventory: £.252-05-00. Sept. 6, 1682" 

"To his son Samuel is bequeathed a large portion 
of the estate upon condition that he maintain his 
mother. He gives to sons John and .Matthew, lands 
and to his daughter Hannah Seamore (Seymour} £.5, 
to be paid by her brother John. Court Record, will 
proven 14th December, 1682. Administration to 
Samuel. One daughter (Elizabeth) not being mention­
ed in the will, this Court orders paid to her what the 
rest of the daughters have had and the remainder to 
be distributed according to the will." 

A home, a wife and family, spiritual and material success and the 
respect of his fellow citizens. VVhat venturesome spirit could have asked 
for more? For one adventurer at least, the big gamble had paid off! 

MATTHEW WOODRUFF I 
From the ·woodruff Genealogy compiled by George N. t-.'facKenzie, 

L.L.B., GeoJ·ge S. Stewart, A.B., assisted by Frederick 0. Woodruff and 
published by the Everett Print at Boston, Mass., in 1925. (The Boston 
Public Library has a copy and there is one in my possession). 

".MATTHEW WOODRUFF (I) and wife Hannah, came from Hartford 
to Farmington in 1640-l. He was one of the eighteen proprietors of the 
Town of Farmington in 1672, having been admitted as a freeman in 1657. 
(History of Southington, Conn., Page CClVII.) He died at a very old 
age in 1682. He was a man of considerable wealth for those days. He 
joined the church March 1st, 1672. His will probated Dec. 13th, 1682, 
mentions his wife, Hannah, who was admitted to the church in Farmington, 
April 2, 1654, also his will mentions tlu·ee sons and a daughter named 
Hannah, wife of Richard Seymour, 2nd, but the Probate Court supplies 
the name of another daughter, Elizabetl1, wife of John Broughton of 
Northampton, Mass." 
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"~v1ATTHEVV AND HANNAH WOODRUFF had children as 
foll ows: 

"John - b. 1643; d. 1692. 
Matthew - b. 1646; d. Nov. 1691 at Farmington, Conn.; m. Mary 

Plumb• at lvfilford, Conn., June 16, 1668. She was 
born D ec. 23, 1653. He married 2nd wife, Sarah 
Nmth in 1686. She was born Dec. 23, 1653; d. 1692. 
She was the daughter of John and Mary (Bird) North. 
Matthew lived in Milford, Conn., until death of his 
first wife, then re turned to Farmington, Conn. 

Hannah - b. 1648; m. Richard Seymour .. 
E lizabeth - b. 1651 ;m. in 1678 John Broughton of Northampton. 
Mary - b. r ov. 1654; (died young). 
Samuel - b. Farmington, Conn., Aug. 26, 1661; d. Jan. 8, 1742." 

•-Milford Vital Records ("The American Genealogist" by Donald 
Lines Jacobus) record this marriage as follows: 

"vVood Houffe, Matthew, married by !vir. Senn, 
16 June, 1668, to Mary Plumb." 

This disposes briefly of a ll six of Maithew I's and Hannah's children. 
The third son, Samuel, remained in Farmin~;ton until the birth of his sixth 
child when he removed to the South part of the Town which is now 
Southington, Conn., where he was the first white settler. H e married 
Rebekah Clark and his descendants are traced to the present day Woodruffs 
of Boston in this genealogy. Samuel was the grM t-great-great-great grand­
father of Frederick 0. Woodruff, the author. 

The 1914 edition of "Armour)' and Lineages of Canada" traces the 
lineage of the family from i'v{atthew I. to date of publication. The infor­
mation was furnished mostly by Thomas Adams Woodruff from fam ily 
records and the previous studies by Woodruffs of Connecticut and others 
quoted in the pages following. 

MATTHEW WOODRUFF II 

So now we are concerned with Matthew I's second son, i\llatthew Jr. 
or Matthew II, a solid chip off the old block who, according to the record, 
died at forty fhre which was probably no early age for the time. Within 
that span of years he found time to father seven children by his first love, 
Mary Plumb (Plum). We do not know when Mary passed to her reward, 
only that she certainly left ~vlatthew II in no small predicament for he had 
seven teen-agers to cope with and vvas no doubt at his wit's end. Turning 
forty, he couldn't have been considered a great "catch" so he must have 
had either a rather nice personality or something more concrete to offer. 
Having lived all his married life in iVlilford so that Mary could be near her 
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folks , he most likely decided that since his neighbors were only too welJ 
acquainted with his brood, the situation there was hopeless! So .Matthew 
II put on his best Iinsey-woolsey, tied his new sleeves to his doublet and 
sallied back to Farmington to scan the prospects. Either he couldn't fin d 
a young belle there who could be inveigled into shouldering the load or 
else he sought someone who might have a more mature and competent 
approach to the problem of seven youngsters, the eldest still in his teens. 
At any rate, success crowned his efforts for he found there a!ld married 
in 1686, Sarah North, age thirty-three. 

The 1 orths were a prominent family for whom there is a welJ­
established Connecticut genealogy. Jvlatthew II and Sarah set up house­
keeping, this time in Farmington and probably for the same reason his 
fu·st home was in ivlilford. ?vlatthew II and Sarah, daughter of John and 
lvfary (Bini) North were destined to spend six years together and to die 
within a year of each other but not before Sarah had produced two more 
som for lvlatthew II. For only three of his nine children could ivlatthew II 
think of any finer names than his own which he gave to his first born 
(Matthew III), his mother's and those of his brothers and sisters. The three 
seeming))' irrelevant names were no clo-ubt in the fami ly traditio11 as was 
the custom. Laudable certainly, but very confusing historically. 

Of Matthew Il's short life in Farmington there is but little trace. 
OnJ~, the record of a Town meeting in 1690 which shows }.1[atthew and 
011e of his wife's relatives, Samuel North, being chosen "Hawards" for the 
community. This was an ancient office having to do with rights to the 
commons and line fence disputes. 

But there is one illumi11ating sidelight. Whether Matthew II was 
ever tempted to chuck his cares and stray from the straight and narrow 
paths of Colonial virtue we shall never know. But it is a fact that either 
local justice went astray or else he had a mis-informed and malicious 
neighbol' in the person of one John Rue. At this late date we can do no 
better tl1an to accept the judgment of the competent authorities for 
Matthew emerged unscathed from tl1e vicious persecution of a scandal 
that must have rocked Farmington and led to no little discomposure in 
his own household. Here are the facts from the "Public Recol'ds of the 
Colony of Connecticut, Oct. 1706 - Oct. 1716." 

"May 13, 1686. John Rue having appealed the Judgment of the Cowt 
of Assistants wherein they freed Matthew Wooclrofe from being the 
reputed fatl1er of the child that Hannah, the now wife of sayd Rue, 
brought fortl1 next aftel' hel' marriage witl1 Rue, the Cowt having beard 
what hath been presented to them, see no reason to alter or vary from 
what the Court hath done." 
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About lvlatthew II's first child, Matthew Ill there is an interesting 
mention in Payne Kenyon Kilbourne's "Litchfield History". Whether or not 
.Matthew Ill subscribed to the then popular belief that the only good 
Indian was a dead Indian is uncertain but not so the fact that he did make 
claim for one scalp taken in the llne of duty. Even in 1756 there were 
only 1366 people in Litchfield so in 1725 the legislature could not have had 
too _many weighty matters on the agenda because we find one Nathaniel 
Watson of Windsor and Matthew Woodruff of Farmington apl)earing 
before it with a petition for the bounty for having shot an Indian during 
the preceding summer while on the King's service. 

Matthew III apparently inherited the family propensity for acquiring 
additional land. One such transaction is mentioned in the "Public Records 
of the Colony of Connecti.cut" where he bought a piece from John Judd, 
late of Farmington, for £3 paid before his (J ucld's) death and the 
remainder £ 7 to his widow. 

:\•latthew III who lived to the age of 84, lies in the old cemetery on 
the main highway of Farmington along with 39 other vVoodruffs whose 
stones can still be deciphered. 

lvlatthew ll's third child, John Woodruff also moved to Litchfield 
where he fill ed a number of Town offices such as townsman, fence-viewer, 
chiL .. ·mey-viewer, etc. 

VVhile ~vlatthew II died quite young and in fact only nine years 
after his father Matthew I , he too amassed a considerable estate. Here 
is the Probate 1\ecord and it is interesting to note that daughter Mary 
was left £16 mme than her sisters because "she is infirm in her leggs" 
which is scarcely sufficient data upon which to base a medical diagnosis 
at t!1is late date: 
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"VVooclroofe, Matthew, of Farmington. 
Inventory: £ 334 - 08 - 02. 18 Nov. 1691. 
The children, Matthew 23, John 19, Samuel 14, 
Nathaniel5, Joseph 20 , Mary 21 (infirm in her leggs), 
Sarah 17, Hannah 10, EJjzabeth 12. To the widow, 
i of the Real Estate £ 72 - 06 - 00 during her life 
and £43 - 00 - 00 of the Personal Estate. 
To }datthew, eldest son, £60 - 12 - 00. 
To the other 4 sons, each £30 - 06 - 00. 
To Mary because of her infirmity £40 - 00 - 00. 
To Sarah, Hannah and Elizabeth, each £24 - 00 - 00. 

MATTI-lEW WOODl\UFF IT 

From the Woodruff Genealogy by George N. MacKenzie: 
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"Matthew II b. 1646; d. Nov. 1691 at Farmington, Conn., 
m. Mary Plumb at Milford, Conn., June 16, 1668. He m. 
2nd wife, Sarah 1 orth in 1686; She was the daughter of 
John and .Mary {BiTd) North. Matthew lived in Milford until 
death of his first wife, then returned to Farmington. He was 
a freeman in 1671. Adminish·ation of his estate granted 
Dec. 3, 1691 (See Hartford Probate Comt Hecords) 
Hannah . .. .. 
E lizabeth 
Mary . 
Samuel ..... . 

From Gad Andrew's WOODRUFF .YlSS. GENEALOGY 
(Copy in possession of the Connecticut Historical Society 
at Hartford, Conn.) there is fuller information: 

"~viATTHEW II (Matthew I) \VOODR LJFF, born say 1646; 
he married 16 June, 1664, l\•lary, daughter of Robert Plum 
of ~Milford to which place he removed, where he remained 
until after the death of his wife about 1684, when he returned 
to Farmington and there married for second wife in 1686, 
Sarah, daughter of John North . She died in 1692, aged 39 
years; he died in Farmington, Nov. 1691, aged 45 years. 
His children were: by M. (I): 
lvlatthew, b. 1668; d . 1751. 
Mary, b. 1670. 
John, b. 1672. 
Sarah, b. 1674. 
Samuel, b. 1677. 
Elizabeth, b. 1679. 

All the foregoing were by wife 1, an.cl b. in Milford. The two 
following were by second wife and were born in Farmington: 

lathaniel, b. 1687; d. 1758. 
Joseph, b. 1689; d. 1737. 

As you may have noted, the above record omits the daughter Hannah, 
born in 1681 as disclosed by the Probate Court Reco1·d as ~1'1atthew IT's 
last child by his first wife, Mary PllUllb (Plum). 

OuT concern is now with Nathaniel I, the eighth child of Matthew IT, 
born in 1687 in Farmington by Matthew IT's second wife, Sarah (Bird) 
North. As a demonstration of the old adage that love is engendered by 
propinquity, we find young Captain Nathaniel selecting for his bride a 
Captain's daughter, Thankful (Woodward) Wright. Her father, Captain 
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Benjamin Wright of lorthfield, Mass., had married Thankful Taylor, a 
Captain's daughter as was her mother before her. (See Appendix, Item 
l'\o. 3 for the genealogy of this family). 

With the military tradition so firmly established in her famiiy, the 
mother of the bride could no doubt look up011 the )'Ollthful Nathaniel 
with favor. 

In a book descriptive of early American furniture which has been 
preserved in various Connecticut homes and museums, the "Hadley Chest" 
by Clair Franklin Luther, there is a pictLU·e and description of Thankful's 
chest which is now in the Suffield Historical Society's collection. 

The Wrights were a pioneer famil>' of great distinction . Captain 
Benjamin devoted a long and active life to the service of his country and 
his king. A positive and colorful character, he became the hero of his 
home town and a top ranking scout for the Colonies. One of the ever 
recurring threats from the French in Canada found Captain Benjamin 
in his sixtieth year, again offering his services to the Governor. The 
interesting story of Captain Benjamin and his fa mily is related in "A 
Puritan Outpost" by Herbert G. Parsons, some pages of which are 
quoted in the Appendix, Item No. 4. 

Because it is contemporary, there are inserted he1·e some notes from 
the histoYy of the First Church of Christ Congregational in Farmington: 

A bronze tablet in the Church is inscribed:-

In Memory of 
Judah Woodruff 

Resident of Farmington 
Member of this Church 

Architect and 
Builder of this 
Meeting House 

in 1771 

"Colonel Fisher Gay and Capt. Judah \."\'oodruff in 
obedience to the vote, went to Boston for timber which was 
brought from the Province of Maine and was of the choicest 
quality. The Church was organized in 1652." 

It was not until 1824 that stoves were introduced into the Church. 
Previous to this period foot stoves were the sole substitute, for the filling 
of which the people from a distance were dependent on the liberal 
fires which were kept burning at the hospitable houses in the vicinity." 

12 
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"TilE SEVEN PILLARS OF TilE CHURCH" 
"The seven Pillars of the Church who laid the foundations 

of the Church were among the most eminent of the early 
settlers and deserve such passing notice as the dim records 
of their time will allow. Whatever can be gleaned of Mr. 
Mather will be given in the future pages of this history 
His associates i!1 the work have not been inappropriately 
termed the Seven Pillars of the Church. Comparatively 
little can \;e learned about them. The simple statement 
that they were chosen year after year to fill certain town 
offices and to perform many other public duties is nearly 
all that the records afford, a slender background on which 
to outline even the most incomplete sketch of their lives, 
yet sufficient to show in some degree the character of the men. 
Their names which stand first among the signatures to the 
Covenant were: David Wilton, William Clark, John Strong, 
Henry Cunuffe, Henry Woodward and Thomas Rule." 

Henry ·woodward was Thankful (Wright) Wooclrulfs great grand­
father. 

Captain Judah \Vooclruff, born in 1720 and died in 1819 was the 
youngest son of Captain 1athanicl l's brother, Joseph. He lived at the 
North end of the village of Farmington, near the home of Noadiah 
Woodruff. He served as lst Lieutenant in the French War, fought at 
the Bat tle of Ticonderoga and again entered the army during the 
Revolutionary \ Var. 

Captain Judah was an architect and master builder, self-taught and 
ranked among the best in all ew England. Between the wars he found 
time to build many of the fine houses of the Town and except for two, 
all arc standing and in such excellent condition they should last another 
century. His crowning achievement was, of course, the Church which .is 
still in use and is among the most beautiful of all New England churches. 
This Church is still a meeting house in plan but the old pews and the fine 
carved high pulpit with its sounding board were removed in 1836. This 
is unfortunate for the fine carving of the pulpit capitals and the vine 
ornament of the sounding board were likewise attributed to Judah's 
skilled hands. The extremely delicate white wooden steeple of the Church 
he built in Farmington is referred to in the Encyclopaedia Britannica as one 
of the most outstanding examples of Rennaisance Gothic architecture in 
America. 

While no doubt the congregation was pleased with Captain Judah's 
work, that did not excuse in official eyes a degree of religious laxity on 
his part which had been observed and duly noted. Apparently Captain 

13 
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Judah was so absorbed in the prob.lems of building soundly with dry 

timbers that he found it expedient to skip a few dry sermons. In those 

days it was a serious matter to become a backslider and after tallying his 

absence on several occasions, he was formally charged and proceeded 

against but with what results there is no record. It is doubtful if this 

petty tyrrany had much effect on Captain Judah. A good craftsman knows 

the value of his own work and Captain Judah must have known that his 

creation of classic grace and enduring beaut>' which people sti ll admire, 

would find him favor with his ~Iaker. 

And now back to Captain ~athamel I who lived just over the alloted 

biblical span of three score years and ten. We do not know for certain 

that Nathaniel I was in the Army at the time of his marriage. It is most 

probable that he was but his military duties at that time cou ld have 

involved no long campaigns in distant parts that kept him from his hearth 

and home for untoward int<'rvals because Thankful bless<'d this fruitful 

union with nine children during the first nineteen years of their marriagc. 

\\'e do know definitely that Nathaniel I was in the Army, most likely 

for the second or third time, in 1733 when the Assembly at Hartford 

appointed him as Ensign in the lst Compan>' or Trainband of the Litchfield 

Begiment. The militar)' records disclose further that on October 14, 1736-

"at a general assembly holden at :\cw Haven in His ~lajcsty's English 

Colony of Connecticut in :'\cw E:1gland in America, this Assembly do 

establish and confirm Mr. 1athanicl Woodruff of Litchfield to be Lieutenant 

of the lst Company or Trainbancl in the Town of Litchfield and order that 

he be commissioned accordingly.'' This was followed by his appointment 

as Captain in the same regiment by the Assembly - ··holden·· at Hartford 

on ~lay 11, 1738. This quite rapid military progress may well have been 

founded upon his previous military experience. 

By this time you have no doubt noticed that there was no colonial 

counterpart for l\,largaret Sanger to encourage the frustration of Nature's 

design. Had there been Thankful would probably have had nothing to 

do with her anyway. As a woman she was aware that an immutable 

biological phenomenon would eventually release her from the b·avail of 

what she no doubt considered her wifely duty. By Divine Compensation 

she was granted an additional thirty years to enjoy life with Nathaniel 

after the birth of her last son, with al l of her children but one living and 

for the most part happily married about her. Within a year of their Golden 

Wedding Anniversary she lost l\atbaniel I at 72 but she herself lived 

to the ripe old age of 88. 

Nathaniel l's regard .For his wife is evidenced by the naming of their 

third daughter in her honor. Evidently baby Thankful (2) died in child­

hood for her memory is commemorated with t.l1e birth of their fourth 

14 



THE FIVE l\EW E NGLAND GENERATIONS 

daughter, Thankful {3), eight years later. 

Captain Nathaniel I and Thankful raised this brood in Farmington but 
they moved to Litchfield during its early settlement at which time 60 adult 
males with their families comprised the population. Being primarily 
agricultural communities, these early villages were planned on a generous 
scale. Everyone acquired as much elbow room as he could afford. A 
plan of the village as laid out A.D. 1720-1725 which is annexed to the 
original deed, shows Nathaniel I located on one of the largest lots (20 
acres) on orth Stxeet at the corner of Highway. The same map shows 
Eben (Ebenezer) Woodnlff with a lot (5 acres) on Middle Street at the 
corner of Town Hill Street. Both are listed as among the original proprietors 
and early settlers of the town. 1athaniel I appears in the records of 
1728 as one of the Listers (Assessors) of the Town. A century later another 
Nathaniel appears as a constable in 1830. 

Among some of Nathaniel l's descendants who became prominent may 
be mentioned General 1vlorris Woodruff and his son, the Honorable George 
C. Woodruff, a lawyer in Litchfield, who became a member of Congress. 

Nathaniel I and Thankful arc buried side by side in Litchfield's West 
Cemetery. lathaniel's stone is of an excellent quality of red sandstone 
as were many others of that period. The incised inscription is almost as 
clear as if it had been cut two years ago instead of two centuries. By the 
time Thankful died, stone of this kind was appaxently no longer available 
and in comparison the grey stone used for her marker has not weathere(\ 
well though it can still be deciphered. 

Litchfield is a lovely place today (Sec Appendix, Item No. 5 "'The 
Connecticut Towns") and this old c<'mctcry is well cared for. At the time 
L photographed these graves in 1957, I found a bronze marker carrying 
a small Stars and Stripes flying beside Nathaniel I . I believe this service 
is performed by the American Patriots Society and there were mnny of 
these little flags scattered throughout the burying ground. As far as 
Nathaniel I is concerned, this is an error since his service was for the King. 
Such a flag should fly beside the grave of his son J'.:athaniel Jr. or Nathaniel 
II but his resting place I could not discover. 

These are the inscriptions: 
.. In :\{emory of 

:\I r. Nathaniel Woodruff, 
Cap' t. who 

died November 
the 13 A.D. 1758 
in the 72nd year 

of his age" 

.. Here lies the Body 
of :\Irs. Thankful Woodruff 

The wife of Nath'l \\'oodrulf, 
Cap' t. She died 

.J an 31, 1774 in the 
88th year of 

I " 1er a"e 
"' 
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Some years ago the State of Connecticut recorded all of the old 

Probate Court documents of the County of Litchfield on micro-film. 

Through the assistance of the State Library the Court records relating to 

both Nathaniel I and Nathaniel II were located and photostatic copies 

of these interesting papers prepared. 

Nathaniel I was certainly a rich man for those days. His will disposes 

of £493 - s. 5 - d. 00 (old tenor) which presumably includes the value of 

the inventor~· of household goods and farm equipment of £60- s. 14 - d. 02 
but the house and real estate are in addition. This is the will in his own 

JJandwriting: 

16 

''In the Name of God Amen, the sixteenth Day of June 

in 28th Year of his Majesty's Heign George the second, 

AD 1755, l l\athaniel \\'oodruff of Litchfield in the County 
of Litchfield & Colony of Connecticut in New England, being 

of sound Mind & Memory Thanks be to God therefor, calling 

to Mind the Mortality of my B()cly knowing it is appointed 

for all Men once to die, do make and ordain this my JaEt 
\\'ill & Testament . Firft of all I Give & Bequeath my Soul 

to God who gave it & my Body to the Earth to be buried in a 

decent Christian manner nothing doubting but that I shall 
receive the same again at the resurrection by the mighty 

Power of God. And as touching such worldly Estate where­

with it hath p leafed God to blefs me, after my just Debts are 
paid I dispose of in the following manner. Imprimis, I give 

and Bequeath to Thankful Woodruff my beloved \\'ife one 

third Part of my Personal Estate and the use of one third 
Part of my real Estate during the whole Term of her natural 

Life. 

Item. l Give & Bequeath to my beloved Sons Benjm. 
Woodruff, Jacob Woodruff & Charles Woodruff four hundred 

Pounds in or as Yloney, old tenor•, to be equally Divided 

between the 3 and Bcnjm., Jacob & Charles to be paid over 

the space of the Year next after my Deceafe. 

•-In produce or goods nt market value at the 
old rate of exchange. 

Item. I Give to my beloved Son Benjm. Woodruff my 

walking Cane. 

Item. l Give to my beloved Daughters Eunice Gibbs, 
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Wife of Zebulon Gibbs, Dinah Gibbs, \\life of Benjm. Gibbs, 

Sarah Harrison, Wife of Gideon Harrison, Nine ty Pounds 

Money, old tenor, to be equally divided be tween them. 

Item. 1 Give to my be loved daughter Thankful Thomson, 

Wife of Alex Thomson, five Shillings ~Ioney, old tenor, and 

it is my wifh that the Legacys given to my Daughters should 

be paid over the space of 2 Years after my deceafc. Item. I 

Gh·e & Bequeath to my Grand Son Ezekie l Shepard the Gun 

which was his Fa the r's & three Pounds :\Ioney, old tenor. 

Item. 1 Give & Bequeath all the remaining Part of my 

Estate bo th Real & Personal to my be loved Son Nathanie l 

\\"oodruff always pnwided tha t Na thl. pa)' my Debts & above 

mentioned Legac>'S. Item. I conftitute Thankful vVoochul:l 

my beloved Wife and my son Nathl. Woodruff Execrs. of this 

my \\ 'ill & I do hereby breakc & disallow all former Wills & 

Teftam ents, ratifying & Confirming this and no other as my 

)aft \o\1ill & Teftam c11t. Published, Penned & Declared by & 

of i athl. Woodruff the Day & Year above mentioned as his 

laft \\'ill & Teftament before Signing & Scaling I a lso 

bequeath to my three Daughters Eunice, Dinah & Sarah to 

he equally Divided between them afte r my \·Vifr's Deee;lfc, 

a ll my Beds. Beding. Pots, Pans. Linen. 

Signed Scaled Published & Declared 

in Prefenee of 

Timy. Collens 

Hhoda Kide 

John Collcns 

Da ted 

Dec. 11, 1756 

(Signed) 

1 athanie l Woodruff 

& Sea l." 

;\o doubt as their sons and daughters married, ;\a thanic l I and 

Thankful gave each some of the household and farm be longings, leaving 

only enough for the two of them to carry on hut that was plenty. The 

inventory as orde red br the Court reveals a vivid picture of life on a 

prospr rous farm 200 years ago. 
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THE INVENTOHY 

"Litchfie ld, Dcceml:e r 19, L758. \\'e the Subtscrihrrs 

being appointed & sworn to apprifc the Esta te of Capt. 

;\athanirl \\ 'oodrufl late of Litchfield, Dc<.·rafcd. have 

apprifcd .1'1<1 taken an Inventory of thC' same as follows. vi.t. ... 



THE FIVE NEW ENGLAND GENERATIONS 

CLOTHS 
£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 
One Beaver Hat 0000 oooooo• 1 10 0 
Ditto ·oo·oooooooooooo oooo 2 0 
One Camblet Coat• (1) 1 10 0 
Great Coat OOoooooooooo oo oo 1 0 0 
One blue coat oooooooooooo•· 1 15 0 
One black waiftcoat 00 00 0 5 0 
One old coat ooooo oo oo .... . oo 0 1 6 
One old waiftcoat 0 1 6 
J Pr. of Leather Breeches 0 12 0 
2 Pr. of Shoes at 2/ each 0 4 0 
J Pair of Boots 0 4 0 
4Yds. & a Half of Cloth 0 18 0 
I P;~ ir of blue Stockins 0 2 0 
I Pair of gray Stockins 0 2 0 

8 
BEOINC 
Bcdftcd & Cord• (2).... 0 
Bed with Striped Tieken 0 
Feat her Bed .......... 000000 0 
D.i.'lto .......... oo..... 0 
2 Woollen Sheets . .. .. .. 0 
Bolftcr & Pillow 0 
Shagg Blanket• (3) ....... 1 
Striped Coverlet .. oo ... oo.oo 0 
I Pillar Cafe .. 00. oo ... oo... 0 
Ditto ... oo .. .. .. 0 
I Towd 0 
13 Run of Woolen Yarn• 

(4) 
I Cheft 
2 Knives & 2 Forks 
PEUTE R 
3 Pcnter Platters 
4 Plates 
3 Ditto 
I Quart Ba lin 
1 Pint Cup 
1 Quart Cup 
Look in!-( Cbfs ......... .. 
5 Barrels 
5 Ditto 
I ll o!-(fhcnd 
I \Vater Pail 
I Chccfe Tub 
I T nbl<' 
l HON 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

7 

6 
3 

12 
6 
8 
8 
4 
2 
1 
0 
0 

19 
4 
2 

5 
4 
2 
1 
2 
2 
5 

10 
5 
2 
1 
1 
5 

Oral-(!-( T eeth• (5) .. 0 7 
Ornnj!ht Chain 00 .. 0 11 
Jiorfc Plow & Coulter 0 4 
llorfc Chains, Clevey & 

I Pin• (6) 0 5 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
9 
0 

6 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
8 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
0 

0 
0 
0 

6 

£ s. 
Iron Fetters ... ...... ... 0000 00 0 4 
Stilliards• (7) ... ·oo oooo.. 0 3 
One Hoe ............ 00.00 0 2 
Dlong Fork .... oooo ..... oooo... 0 3 
Tongs & Peat .... 00. oo... 0 3 
Iron Crow Bar ..... oo....... 0 3 
Frying Pan oo .......... 0000 0 3 
Warming Pan .. ........ 00 .. 00 0 7 
Tramel ................... oo.... . 0 6 
Dit to .oo .... .. . oo .... oo .. oooooo 0 1 
1 ron Ke ttle 00 000000 000000 .... • 0 5 
Skclet .. ... oooo, .. , ..... ·oo 0 2 
lo on Pot .. . .......... .. ... 00 0 5 
Brafs Kettle . .. . .. 00 .oo... 0 10 
Inch Auger . .. 0 1 
Six old chairs .. .. 0 4 
lletchel• (8) 0 8 
1 T ee Pot ........ .. 0 4 
3 Trays ... oooo,.. • ........ 0 2 
One meal bag ... . . .. .. 0 2 
llandfaw 0 2 
STOCK 
One Horfe .. .. .......... 00. ... 4 0 
One Cow of Years old 3 0 
011e Ditto of Years old 2 16 
I Yoke of 3 Year old 

Steers• (9) 
I Yoke of 1 Year old 4 0 
One Yearling Heifer 1 10 
8 Sh<.-cp at 6/ s per head 2 8 
2 Fatted Swine 3 0 
l Sow 0 14 
2 Barrows 1 4 
CHAL'I 
6 Bufhels of Rye 0 18 
3 llufhcls of Peas 0 12 
8 Load of Hay 5 4 
BEDS 
I Feather Bed ... 1 2 

Straked Bolfter• (10)00 ... 0 1 
Pillow ................... ...... 0 1 
Hofe Coverl et ........... oo... 0 8 
Plad ditto .... . ......... oo... 0 1 
5 linnin Sheets .......... .... 1 5 
2 woollen Sheets 0 10 
2 Napkins at l/d each 00 0 2 
2 Ditto at 9/ d each . 0 16 
I Pillow Cafe . .. .. . ..... 0 1 

Sum total 60 14 
(Signed ) 

Supply Strong 
Ezra Plum 
Abraham Goodwin 

d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2 

• ( I) or Cnmlt•t. originally the nnme o f n costl>~ enstcm f•lbric but s ubse <ttiCntl)• for substitutes mndc 
of comhinAiiOI'lS of wool. hair o r line n. 

(2) Tlw cord w::as the ''bedsprinSt', to s up[lOrt the com husk or fe~ther n'ln.ttrcss. It wns mndc of 
rop<·. lnccd back and forth across the ht•d frnmt• in !!'nc contmu~~~s strand. \Vh('n it Sfi~)L('d 

it could b<' tightened with n woodcm d<'vico cnllcd n bed wrench . 

(3) a conrst• cloth hnving a nnp on on<" sid<'. 

(l1) nun,, knots and Ske ins are mcnsur('m(•nt-.: o f ICO$!lh o£ ynrrl i r1 spinnin~. 

(.5) n t ) pc.• of hnrrow usuall>• a ~hnplc woocll·n frnnw with inserted teeth of wood or iron. 

19 



THE FIVE Nt::W ENGLAND GENERATIONS 

{6) (1'0"' Clevis) nn iron bent to tht• fonn of nn ox-how with the two ends perforated to receive 
a pin, used to hold the drau~ht chain to the plow or wns,:on . 

..- (7) now stcelynrd) n. J.(rnduated lever and fulrf\uu with moveable wci~ht fo r weighing. 

(8) (nlso hatchcl) n nlnny tootht·d instrument thru which the fl nx fibre wns dnwm, n l1nndfull at 

n Hmc. to S<'l)nrntc the Jon~ Rbrcs ftom the short. 

~9) It took about four years to fully train a yokt• o f steers and usunll)l th<->' were not rc (e rred to 

n< oxen until thRt n~c. 
(10) s triped. 

NATHANIEL WOODRUFF I 

From Julius Cay's Copy of Farmington Records: Genealogical Records, 

Vol. 1, Page 315 (From Town Records of Farmington) and-

From the GENEALOGICAL REGISTER OF THE lNHADlTAt TS 

OF THE TOWN OF LITCHFIELD, CONN .... by George C. Woodruff, 

Hartford; press of Case, Lockwood & Brown; 1900; page 255. 

WOODRUFF, NATIIANIEL I, Capt., of .Matthew II (Matthew 1), 

from Farmington; b. 1686/7; d. Nov. 13, 1758; m. Thankful Wright, b. 1686, 

daughter of Benjamin and Thankful (Woodward) \\-right of l\ortharnpton, 

Mass. She d. Jan. 31 ,1744. Children: 

Eunice -
Dinah 
Thankful 
Benjamin 
Jacob -
Charles 
Thankful 
Sarah 
Nathaniel 

b. 1710; m. Zebulon Gibbs; d. Dec. 29, 1793 

b. 1712; m. Benjamin Gibbs; d. Sept. 13, 1796 

b. 1714 
- b. 1715; d. Mar. 9, 1782 

b. 1717; d. Dec. 21, 1790 
b. 1720; d. Sept. 13, 1802 

b. 1722; m. 1st Shepard; 2nd Alex Thomson 

b. Dec. 27, 1725; m. Gideon Harrison; d. Jan. 17 

- b. ~lay 3, 1728: m. 1st Nov. 5, 1749 .Mary Kil­
bourne; m. 2nd ~lartha U mberfield (widow); 

d. 1807. 

NATHANIEL WOODRUFF II 

This brings us to the ninth and last child of Captain Nathaniel I and 

Thankful, Nathaniel Jr. or Nathaniel II about whom unfortunately not too 

much is known. Apparently he was a strong and vigorous man who 

inherited the family fertility gene. lie married at twenty one, two years 

younger than his father and he died at seventy nine, seven years older. 

This early start enabled him to father two more children. 

Nathaniel II and his bride, ~lary Kilbourne (b. Jan. 17, 1730) who 

was the second daughter of Samuel and Mary (Garritt) Kilbourne ol 

Litchfield, had eleven children. The eight girls and three boys bear many 

of the names with which we are already familiar; another . 1athaniel III 

of course, another Thankful, another Sarah, another ~lary and another 
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Hannah. Ezekiel, the tenth child was probably the source for the infor­
mation comprising his biography as given in Dexter's Yale Biographies 
and Annals where he is listed as the tenth of eleven children of Nathaniel 
II and Mary (Garritt) Kilbourne. There is a paucity of birth and death 
dates for these children but the order in which they are listed suggests 
that Mary was the eleventh child and most likely Mary (Garritt) Kilbourne 
was her mother. This speculation is due to the fact that Nathaniel II may 
have been faced with the same dilemma that confronted his grandfather, 
Matthew II, - a houseful of motherless children. vVe do not know when 
Mary died but we do know that Nathaniel Il married for the second time, 
a widow, Martha Umberneld (or possibly Humphreville). 

It is doubtful that Martha bore Nathaniel II any more children. The 
only possibility is that she was the mother of his eleventh child, Mary. If 
she was, then at least we know Martha for a broad-minded woman. 

The Kilbournes were a large and prominent fami ly of Litchfield and 
many of them are buried in the West Cemetery including Samuel and 
Mary (Garritt) KilbolU'ne, the panmts of Nathaniel II's wife. 1 athaniel 
II's first child, Sarah, who married Ezra Plum Jr. (or Plumb) is also buried 
here and nearby are the graves of Ezra Plum Sr. and his wife who were 
among the first settlers. Yon may have noticed that the signature of one 
of the men who certified the Inventory of Nathaniel I is that of Ezra Plum. 

You may recall that Nathaniel II's grandfather, Matthew II, married 
a lvlary Plum (Plumb) at Milford, Connecticut for his first wife but it has 
not been possible to establish her as of the same family. A history of 
Litchfield County by J. W. Lewis (1881) has this to say: 'The first of the 
name Plumb (Plum) in America of whom we have any knowledge was 
Ezra who was one of the early settlers in Litchfield County. He had two 
sons, Ezra and Ebenezer. Ezra II was born in Litchfield and married 
Sarah, daughter of athaniel Woodruff and had a son John." 

Nathaniel II followed in his father's footsteps for we find him also 
commissioned as Ensign on June 5, 1767, by the General Assembly at 
Hartford in the same Litchfield regiment. 

The only other record of Nathaniel II uncovered has to do with the 
political situation of his time. The pro-revolutionists and the Government 
they established was a one-party organization Jed by violent Whigs. Their 
Committees ran the country and furnished the delegates for the Colonial 
and Continental Congresses. Among the most important of these Com­
mittees was the Committee of Safety which had many local branches. 
One of its principal duties was the conscription of men for the army but 
another was the surveillance of fellow citizens suspected of Loyalist 
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sympathies. Connecticut Records list Nathaniel II as a member of the 

Litchfield Committee of Safety so it is apparent that athanicl II forswore 

his allegiance to the King and decided to become an "American.'' 

No doubt Nathaniel II is buried in the \Vest Cemetery of Litchfie ld 

like his father and mother. ~!any old stones have fallen or become 

unreadable . This presumption is based on the fact that a search of the 

Probate fil es 011 deposit at the State Library disclosed a bond, dated July 

10, 1807 granting administration to the widow ,\lartha as well as an 

Inventory, 2 Returns to Court and an Account. These papers all refer 

to Nathaniel as 'of Litchfield.' 

Fortunately the papers from the Probate Court of Litchfield County 

relating to athaniel II with the exception of the will which has not been 

located , are on microfilm a t the Connecticut State Library. For the 

further light these records shed on the times and customs of long ago 

they have been reproduced from photostats as follows: 

RET UHN TO CO URT 

·· ~vl artha \\'oodrulf Admsx Account against 

:-\ath-1 Woodruff, late of Litchfield dee-d" 

To expense of Coffin 
To the Appraisers & Commisfioners 

To ITI)' time & trouble 
To the Court of Probate 

Litchf-d lan-\· 25, 1808 . ' 

the Estate of 

H25 
12. 
4.11 
7.00 

~27 .36 

(signed) 1vla rtha Woodruff 

Evidently l'vlartha was in just a little doubt as to the amount she 

should claim for her time and trouble. She first asked $4.46 and then 

with heavier strokes of her quill, changed this to 84.11. 
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RET URN TO COUHT 

"Agreeably to an o rder of the Court of Probate for the 

District of Litchfield, I have sold that part of the late dwell­

ing House of l':ath-1 Woodruff late of Litchfield which was 

inventoried in the Estate of the dec. to i\Iorris Seymour Esq. 

of \V. Litchfield, for the sum of Twc11ty Dollars & r have 

execu ted a conveyance thereof. - L itchllcld Jan.y 25th 1808. 

(signed) Martha Woodruff 
Administratrix 
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It is difficult to envisage the hardships so cheerfully shouldered by 
our pioneer ancestors. \\'ringing a living from a refractory soil with 
scant knowledge and crude implements, many of which they had to fashion 
for themselves, was a laborious way of life. To go hungry was the only 
alternative to the long hours of unremitting toil from dawn to dusk that 
faced every able-bodied member of a farm household. The only 
abundance achieved lay in the multiplicity of tedious and never ending 
tasks which were allored to the very old and the very young. 

The ever fluctuating value of money makes it hard to relate the prices 
shown in these farm inventories to values of today. Probably the best way 
is to keep in mind tJ1at a skilled man's labor then brought him a shilling for 
a long day's work, about two cents an hour! By the early part of the 19th 
century wages had crept up to $.50 per day and the cost of goods in like 
proportion. 

THE I NVENTORY 

The Inventory, the goods & Estate of Mr. Nathaniel Woodruff 
Late Deceased of Litchfield is as follows (Viz.) 

Page 1st 
one old bevcr hat .......... ... ............. $ 1.25 
one loose coat ...... ................ 3.00 
two pr. Small Gloathes ................ .25 
two old V c>ts .. .. ... .... .25 
one yellow under Vest . .. ... .. ... . . .. .l7 
one pr ;\littens . ....................... .12 
one old straight bodied Goat . . .. .50 
one pair of old Boots ............. . .. . 1.00 
one pr Shoes . . . .. ... . .. .. .50 
one l'r blue woolen Stockings .50 
one do. white Cotton . . . ...... .... ...... .25 
one do. black worsted ............. ...... .12 
two old linen Shirts ........ ..... ...... .25 
5 yds full Cloath• (1) ... ... .. ........... . 5.85 
J4 yd Striped linen Cloath .. .. .... ... . .50 
one bed quilt ........ ..... .... ... .... .. .... .. 1.25 
one do. Calico . .... ...... .. .... ..... .. 1.00 
one wool & toe• (2) Coverlet ...... 1. 75 
one Rose do. - do - do -............. .. 2.00 
3 old bed quilts ... ....................... 1.00 
one pr I incn Sheets . ...... ...... ..... .. 2.00 
one old pr. do. do. do. .. .............. .75 
one pr do hcmpans• . ... . . . . . .50 
one linen & toe Sheet ........ ........... . .75 
one diaper• (3) table Cloath .. .. ... .5Q 
one do. do. do. do. do. . ... ... ...... ... .67 
one do. do. do. do. ... .. . . .... . ... .. . ... . .50 
two towels . . ... ...................... .50 
two old do. do. do. do. do. ............ .25 
3 pillow Cases . . . . ... . . ... . . . . . . ... .. . . . ... . 75 
one pr. pillow cases . . . ... .. . ... .. . . .. .. .8•1 
one old under bed• (4) & pillow .25 
one undcrbcd .............. ............. .... .31 
Bedstead & Cord . . . . . . .. .. . . .... . ... . .. .. 1.34 
one old Do. & Do. ... . ..... ........ ... .34 

one featherbed .. ...... ............ ........ 5.00 
one old straked • ( 4a) featherbed 

& boulsters ... .... ..... 5.00 

41.78 
2nd 
2 Dry Casks with Covers 
one old haU Bushel 

$ .25 

one Chest & drawers .. .. ... .. 
one Breakfast tabiP ... .. ...... . 
one small do. do. do. do. .. . ..... . 
5 Bed (or Reed) Chairs ........... .. 
.5 old do . ....................................... . 
2 old Winsor Chairs .................. . 
I Create Chair ............. .. ......... .. .. 
I Coarse hetchell• (5) .. ............. . 
1 fine do. do ...... ...... ...... ..... ... ..... .. 
1 water pail ....... ..... ... .. ............. .. 
L Sauce• (6) barrell with cover .. 
13 old barrels ........................... .. 
two old tubs ............................. .. 
one old churn .... ........ ... .. ...... .. 
one bible . .. ......................... . 
5 knives & forks ... . .......... .. 
one Iron Candlestick .......... . 
·I blue Edged Plates .. .. .......... . 
-1 do. white . . . . .. .. ......... .... . .. 
I small blue Edged do . .......... .. 
2 toe cloath towels .................... .. 
I ovil Soup plate .... .................. .. 
2 white do . ........................ ......... .. 
I Earthen qt. bole ............. .. ....... .. 
l do. & one do. floured .............. .. 
one Cream pot .. .......................... .. 
one pt. mug ..... ... ............. .. ....... .. 
one qt. do. do. .. ........ .... ... ..... ... .. . 

.20 

.75 
1.73 

.17 

.67 

.60 

.23 

.25 

.25 
1.00 

.17 

.42 
2.17 

.12 

.60 

.50 

.12 

.06 

.17 

.08 

.08 

.17 

.17 

.04 

.06 

.04 

.04 

.04 

.06 
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I black tea pot 
3 lea Cups ~ !>aucers ... ........ . 
1 ltn canister 
1 Vinegar cru<•lt 
1 half Gill Grecss• (7) 
l puler platter 
3 table Spoons & 3 Small do . .. 
1 tin Skimmer 
1 pr of Sheer' 
1 Choping Kn1le 
3 old Jugs 
1 qt glats Bollle 
3 :'llilk pans 

3rd 
one pr of Stillyards• (8) 
orw \\\trming pan 
on<· brafs Skimmer 
on<• Gridiron 
two flati~ons 
one Copper tea Kittle 
onc frying pan 
two Bushel Baskets 
one homin)•e Iron pot 
o1w fire Shovd & 2 pr of tongs 
one pr handirons• (9) 
one br:tfs Kittle 
on<· small do. 
on<:> CranP. hooks & trammels• (10) 
on<· Small do. do. do. do. 
orw large loom quill wheel & 1 reel 
orw Great wheel & one double 

Small do. & reel 
one Brcacltrec 
old l•on 
onc Small Crowbar 
onc Salt ~lortar 
one Dung fork 
two Smnll Tron pitch forks 
onc Broken DrnuJ;!h Chain 
thc hnlf of an old plow 
one old mens Saddle & bri<lle 
horse trac<.>ys & coller 
one ~ale hnmn1cr 
one old grey horse 
onc Sow & 2 pigs 
one ha If of four acres of R ve on 

ll lr. E lnathan Mitchells Land 
one Basket I ron hooecl 
one open Cupboard 

.06 

.06 

.03 

.06 

.02 
.20 
.04 
.02 
.08 
.00 
.12 
.50 
.17 

$12.63 

$ .25 
.75 
.06 
.50 
.75 

J.50 
.34 
.50 
.25 
.50 
.50 

3.00 
1.00 
2.00 

.30 
3.25 

1.50 
.12 
.25 
.92 
.25 
.42 
.30 
.75 
.83 
.50 

1.17 
.12 

5.50 
8.00 

3.50 
.50 

1.25 

41.33 

Taken by us (signed) } 

Ozias Lewis 
Ebcn·r Bolles 
Thomas Trowbridge 
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4th 
Three wcvcrs RcNis• (11) 
one pair wool Cards• (12) 
one old one: 25, & one laf cboner 

.$ 1.00 
.17 
.29 

(?) 4 
one Rotting hook 
one old brc·d ba fkct 3, one 

Earthen Crecmpot 8, 
one JapJl:ln molases Cup & 

JX'pperbox 
one tin flower Du,ter 
one Small bagg 
one Hun & 7 knots whitened 

to<· yarn• (13) 
3 Run< & 16 Do. Course Do. Do. 
12 lbs. lk-sc 1.40 & lO lbs. corsc 

10(' 40 
one womans Saddal 
one grnne been or box 
Six pil(lh Sold for 
one Do. given to Nath l Browns 

Son worth 
one vcr)' old flaxbrake• (14) 
Six Ch(•sctnut poles 
one oid lnddor 
4 lodes of old Dry wood 
ten hens 
one wood Sled for one hors(' 
30 lbs. Chc<'s 2.50; 6 lbs. buttor 

I Dollar 
4 Do. hogs lard .50: 3 Do. 

Sopcgrccs 17 
2 barils Cycler 2.67 
half a baril vineger 
2 hams 1.50: & 25 lbs. pork 2.50 
one pound Shushonj:! tea • (15) 

(a prefente) 
3 D<> !of<· Shugger (Do) 
12 Do. whcet Rower (Do.) 
2 buflwls Rye 
25 lbs mastcn flower• (16) 

.12 

.11 

.08 

.02 

.06 

.20 

.31 

l.80 
.25 
.25 

6.67 

1.00 
.06 

1.00 
.25 

2.00 
1.25 

.06 

3.50 

.67 
2.67 

.75 
4.00 

.91 

.66 

.48 

.67 

.75 

Carried forward 837.04 
.')th brot forward 
one bufhcll of poorc cars of Corn .25 
12 quarts Dry becns .34 
one Iron Wedge (at prefent loft) .25 
the north parte of the ho~rsc where 

th<' widow now lives 20.00 
three bun1dls potntoes .88 
three hundreds of hay 1.50 
a pare of plow Irons .58 
7 lbs Drydc Appels .50 

apprifors 
Under Oath 

$24.15 
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Litchfield July 
22nd • 1807 

41.78 
12.63 
41.33 
37.04 
24.15 

::-lathanicl Woodruff 
Inventory 
Accepted J ul)• 22nd. 

1807 

156.93 
20. 

136.93 

THE CREDITORS 

··we the Subscribers Being appointed by the Hon. Court 
of Probate for the District of Litchfield Commisoners to 

Examine and adjuft the Clamcs of the Creditors to the Estate 
of l\lr. :"\'athaniel \\'oodruff late of Litchfield Deceased 
Find Due as follows (viz) 

to Amos Galpin on Book 
to Elnathan Mitchel on Do. 
to Doct Samuel Buell for laft Sicknefs .... 
to Nicholas Ritch on Book 
to Wm Kinfsell Do. Do. 
to Levi Coe Do. Do. 
to Doct D. Sheldon for laft Sicknefs 
to Julias Demming Esqr 
to Frederick Demming 

on Book 
Do. Do. 

(signed) Ozias Lewis 
Ebenr Bolles 
Thomas Trowbridge 

Litchfield }any 6th 1808 

$ 2.18 
2.50 
4.14 

12.00 
4.25 
6.25 
2.00 

21.73 
3.29 

$58.34 

Commisoners 
Under 
Oath 

• ( 1 ) M0\1 of llw hOit'll')'))\.Jn Wft$ l.lM'd "" ic ('olllW from tht• loom but by this time- thrr<' h nd SJlrung 
up mnnv ~mnll !ullinJ: milh "ht rt· llw doth c:ould be improved. The hot wntcr. soap nod 
fullt'r·~ t•arth togcrhcr with vis:coro\" bt•.l.UnR. oht•n wuh mec-hAnical pO\\'Cr, c::au~<"d the.• fibres to 
felt ur rnnt lOJ:ctber. At tht .same.• llmt• tht• tloth ~hronk in dimension-s but b«amo Snncr 
nnd heavit•r nnd thoroughly (')(';ln nnd, of to\lrw. much more- expensive. 

l ~ ) The.· A~ Abf'(' was drown :1. handful! at ,\ tunt" throm.:h vdrious sizes or man)·~toothcd .. llntcbrl$" 
to clean and comb at into Jon~ stt.lnd\. The short nnd broken fibre left was leu vnluoblo 
but could tM: rou~thl)· spun nnd found ~1 plncc.• M fillins: or woo£ in the POOrer fabrics. the 
''"rp b<'lng supplied by the ton'-! R.1~. It ''a' calle-d tow. 

(!!:n) Both the nnhvc.~ hemp a.nd the lmJ>Orh:d Rbn• wc.•rt• used ns early as Anx. 
( 3) c.•mbroidcrcd or woven to produce.• n pJ.rticulnr kind of surface pattern. 
( 4 ) nlso trundle bed. A low child"s bed which could be pushed under no adult's bed. 
(4n) Striped. 
( 5) Sec (Z) 
( 6 ) prohnhly for kcc\>ing apple snuec which wns mndc by boiling down c ider until quito tbJck: 

Rlld ndding npp c.s during tho JlrOCt"l~\. This wns uh:o cnllcd npplc·buttcr ond WM stored 
for Jon~: periods. 

( 7 ) jltcn«·. n carefully honrdcd by-product. 
( 8 ) Stcclynrds. A hnnd bnlnncc for woit:hin". 
( 9 ) old rom• o r nodi.rons. 
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( 1 0) 1 h<.' Cr;_tne c:on~htt•cl of ,\ vt:rtu:al iron support h.wirlJ: a horizontal ~winJrin~ot ann from which 
"5 11 shaped ii'Ot\ hookli ht.•ld ~t<.•wpots nbov~ tht• Art•. The trammel was the •n•:ct improveme nt. 
nctunlly an adju..;tnhlt· pot hook. It consisted d n plain rod havinJ( n hook nt the top for 
the crnne nnn and :\ ,,\,•inJ,thlg sti«up whiC"h linkt•d h where selected to n notched rod 
tt:rmi•latin~ot in n hook £or tlw t>ot so thnt th£- di,.tnr\cc between the hook..; CO\tld b<.' vnried to 
suit the intensity of tlw Rrt·. 

(11) a w eaver's in.stn.anwnt for M,'pllr:tling the threads of the warp. 
(12) n hnnd device in tht.· n.Hurt.• of a comb which w~h drawn thru Onx or ·wool so the fibres 

would lie p:unlkl nnd C.'Ould then be drawn out .1nd twisted into yam on th(• 'pindlc. 

(13) measurements ol len~th ol )'am. 
(14) A ht"avy wooden lwam hinstt'd to another b-.•am SUI)J)()rted saw horse fashion. The upper 

bc;.ttn was lifted nnd dropJ)("d on a handful of An"C to crush and 1oo~en thl• non fibrous 
portion and scpar;UC' it from the true fibre. 

(15) Undoubtedl)' "SouC'hon~". from Taiwan (Fonnn:.l) .Hut \ till n favorite of connOh\l'UN. 

( 16) m:\de from hc(.>ch nuh or acoms. 

NATH ANIEL WOODHUFF II 

From George 0. Woodruff's GE:-II~ALOGICAL HEG LSTER, 
page 257: 
··woodruff, :\athanicl Jr. , of :\athanicl : b. 1728; d. J ulr 1807: 
m . .\lary Kilbourn, :\ov. 5, 1749. Ile m. 2nd, .\lartha Umber­
field (widow). Children: 
Sarah b. July 13; d. 1781; m. June 8, 1775 Ezra Plumb Jr. 

Issue: John, David and Elizabeth. 
Hannah b. Dec. 8; m. Pierce. 
Samuel (Capt.) b. Aug. 9, 1753. 
Anne b. m. Abel Darling 
Thankful b. m . .:\athaniel Brown and had among 

others, Hev. Solyman Brown, A . .\1., 
M.D., (Yale, 1813) and Augustus 
\~'oodrufr Brown, M.D., both of 

Nathaniel h. 
Sybil b. 
Hhoda b. 
Asenath b. 

Ezekiel b. 

Mary b. 

Ill. 

New Y()l·k City. 
d. age 14 

Levi Graniss 
d. 1838, unmarried. 

m. Jas. Buel (b. June 16, 178-1) and 
Josiah Grant (d. ;:\ov. 15, ! 789) of 
Poultney, Vt. 
m . Sail>' Hall of Middletown, Conn., 
June 30, 1782. 

m. John Russell of l\!idclletown, Conn., 
and settled in Windham, Bradford 
County, Pennsylvania. 

This genealogical register is not very comple te and a few details have 

been added which were obtained from the "Kilborn Genealogy", by P. K. 
Kilbourne which shows also the following data for the ninth child, Asenath: 

"Asceneth - m. (l ) James Buel of Litchfield 
(2) Josiah Grant of Poultney, Vt. 

Issue by m. (1): 
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Ursula m. Peter Wheeler and lived in 
New Haven, Conn. 

Polly m. - Ranney and settled on 
banks of Susquehanna, Pennsyl­
vania. 
Ezekiel b. Oct. 27, 1775 in Litchfield; 

m. Sept. 20, 1798 Sally Thomp­
son of Goshen and settled in 
Castleon, Vt. 

Issue by m. (2): 
Chauncey 

So now we know Ezekiel, my great-great grandfather, the founder of 
the Upper Canada \Voodru£fs, who is buried in St. Davids. 

From: DEXTER'S YALE BIOGRAPHIES AXD AN;-..!ALS, 
1778-1792; page 134. (Ten descendants of ~Iatthew Wood­
ruff I in the male line, are listed as Yale graduates in the 
College Records from 1778 to 1836). (See appendix, item 
No. 20). 

EZEKIEL 'VOODRUFF, B.A., YALE 1779 

'"Ezekiel ""oodruff was the tenth in a family of eleven children of 
Nathaniel Woodruff, of Litchfield, Connecticut and grandson of Captain 
Nathaniel and Thankful (Wright) Woodruff. He was born on July 29, 1763. 

His mother was ivlary, second daughter of Samuel and Mary (Garritt) 
Kilbourn of Litchfield. 

He is said to have served as an adjutant in the Revolutionary Army 
during the later part of the war, but certainly resigned in season for his 
marriage, in ~liddletown, Connecticut, on June 30, 1782, to Sarah, sixth 
child of Captain Giles and Anna (Lord) Hall, of that town. She was 
born on May 23, 1761. 

He studied law and began practice in Litchfield, but within a few 
years removed to Middletown, where he followed his profession, and 
also served as City Clerk from 1786 to his resignation in 1789. 

In July, 1795, he removed with his family to Newark, now l iagara­
on-the-Lake, Ontario, Canada, at the mouth of the Niagara River. He 
died at iagara Falls on January 7, 1837, in his 74th year. His wife died 
on November 26, 1836, aged 71~ years. 

He left five sons and two daughters. Two of the sons were leading 
merchants and prominent in public affairs; both were members of the 
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Assembly of Upper Canada. The eldest daughter married Samuel De 
Vcaux, who founded De Veaux College at 1 iagara Falls." 

ln the Colonies sentiment was about equally divided at the outbreak 
of the War of the American Revolution but the dissident elements quickly 
gained the upper hand, re-inforced as they continually were by the stupid 
acts of an uncomprehending British Parliament. To the concommitant 
horrors of war, this bitter struggle for self government engendered the 
disruption of families and the destruction of life-long friendships and not 
infrequently pitted father against son, brother against brother. 

Ezekiel is said to have served with the Revolutionary Army as an 
adjutant during the latter part of the war, at which time he was barely 
nineteen. Since it was written later, it is easy to understand the somewhat 
petulant remark in Dexter"s Yale Biographies to the effect that he certainly 
resigned in season for his marriage. As a matter of fact, the major battles 
had been long over and the Army itself was disbanded by the following 
year. Dexter's does not, of course, mention that had Ezekiel stayed in the 
Army to the bitter end, all he would have to show for it would he a larger 
bundle of the dubious script with which the officers were dismissed in 
lieu of back pay owed them by a bankrupt government. Since he was in 
a hurry to get married and set up his law practice he seems to have done 
the discreet thing. 

Ezekiel's choice of a profession may have been influenced by the 
fact that his home town of Litchfield was the site of the first school of law 
in America. He may have received some preliminary training there but 
a check of the only records available docs not disclose his name. No list 
of students or graduates prior to the year 1798 has survived. In that year 
the Law School entered on its second and most important phase. Hereto­
fore Tappan Reeve had administered the school alone. He held it in the 
little building adjoining his South Street house, later the properly of Judge 
Lewis B. \Voodruff who donated it to the Litchfield Historical Society. 
Aaron Burr, the brilliant military and political leader who graduated from 
the College of New Jersey (now Princeton) in 1772 began studying law in 
this celebrated school conducted by his brother-in-law, Tappan Reeve. 
Burr, you may recall, became Vice President under Thomas Jefferson but 
his quarrel with Alexander Hamilton whom he killed in a duel practically 
ended his career. 

Another man considered among the most brilliant of his time was 
Uriah Tracy, a native of orwich, Connecticut, who settled in Litchfield 
in 1680 and practised law there. It may have been that Ezekiel and Tracy 
formed a law partnership for they are identified together in the Public 
Records of the State. When the Listers {Assessors) published the list for 
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the year 1782 of those whose names had been omitted or whose assessment 
had been deemed too low, included were ''Ezekiel Woodruff and Uriah 
Tracy, Attorneys at Law". Of course it is possible that their names were 
so linked because they were the only two men of the same profession on 
the list. Uriah Tracy rose to the rank of l'vlajor General of the ~Hiitia, 
served Litchfield as Hepresentative for nine sessions, became a member 
of Congress for three years and United States Senator for eleven. At some 
period both he and Ezekiel must have decided that ~liddletown offered 
wider scope for their abilities. They arc found there together again, Uriah 
as Hepresentative for the County of Litchfield and Ezekiel as a practising 
lawyer as well as the Town Clerk. (The Middlesex Gazette of May 23, 
1789). 

On June 30th, 1782, Ezekiel married his boyhood sweetheart, Saran 
Hall (See Appendix, Item No. 6 for the ancestral line of Sarah Hall) upon 
whom he had been casting admiring glances for at least four years. 

Another reason for Ezekiel to transfer his practice from Litchfield to 
Middletown is that it was Sarah's home and that seems to have been the 
custom of the times, at least for the Woodruffs. 

Of Ezekiel's early spiritual life in Middletown, a few facts and some 
plausible conjectures can be drawn from Edwin Stearn's "~Iiddletown, Ct. 
Records of First Church (Congregational), Vol. V: 

His little daughter Sally was ill and though sLx years of age, she had 
never been baptized. A li ttle child's sickness could be a terrifying thing 
for the young parents. So besides the doctor, a hurry call undoubtedly 
went to the minister as well and the worthy reverend appeared to perform 
the ceremony-

P.208 "5 Aug. 1789 bp. Sally Woodruff, dau. Ezekiel, 
sick at her father's house." 

Ezekiel and Sarah were not full-Hedged members of the church so 
the occasion was opportune for some pointed admonition by the minister 
which promptly produced the desired result-

ibid "6 Sept. 1789 Ezekiel Woodruff and Sarah, his wife, 
owned the covenant" 

The arrival of a new baby the following year, Henry Augustus, 
reminded the family that they were still remiss in their duties so this 
event was seized upon to rectify matters-

P.210 "1 Aug. 1790, bp. Maria, dau. Ezekiel Woodruff; 
Richard Hall, son Ezekiel Woodruff; Augustus, 
son Ezekiel Woodruff." 
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While in Litchfield, Ezekiel entered the ~vl asonic Order. His certificate, 

though now lost, was in the possession of Edward Haynes \Voodruff and 

is quoted in the latter·s diary as follows: 
"From a :'\lasonic Certificate in my possession, the bearer 

thereof, our true and well beloved Brother Ezekiel Woodruff 

of 1 ew Hartford, Connecticut, hath been regularly entered 
an Apprentice, passed a Fellow Craft and raised to the 

sublime degree of a ;\laster 1\Iason. Given under our hands 
and the Seal of St. Paul's Lodge in said Litchfield, this 3rd 

day of Feb., A.D. 1785, of :'\Jasonry, 5785." 

Kilbourne's LITCHFJELD HiSTORY S:l)'S that "to this goodly 

company were soon added Oliver \~'al cott Jr., Ashbel Baldwin, Ezekiel 

Woodruff (etc.) who all became residents here before the close of the War." 

But Litchfield was still a very small place and Ezekiel must have felt that 

it did not offer sufficient latitude for a rising young .lawyer of his talent. 

In 1\liddletown he could at least augment his income by the appointment 

he had obtained as City Clerk, which office he held for three years until 

he resigned. 

The bitter aftermath of the \\·ar led to much persecution of those 

with any Loyalist sympathies who had not already fled the country. 

Apparently Ezekiel \\·as becoming more and more dissatisfied with 

conditions as they were developing under the Continental Congress. (Sec 

In Retrospect - The United Empire Loyalists). 

In July, 1795, at the age of thirty two, Ezekiel came to a momentous 

decision. Once again he determined to place himself and his family under 

the protection of the King against whom he had fought. By his choice 

of Newark, now the peaceful village of Niagara-on-the-Lake at the mouth 

of the Niagara Hiver, is clearly demonstrated the evolution of his sentiments. 

(See In Retrospect-Niagara). 

Accustomed as we are to the many and varied means of rapid transport 

available today, it takes some reflection to envisage the trials and tribula­

tions of such a journey for Ezekiel and Sarah. They were burdened with 

nil the worldly goods that could be managed and five children. Of these, 

the youngest (my great grandfather William) only two years of age was 

carried in the hand-made walnut cradle which still exists. The eldesl: 

child, Sarah, was only twelve. 

No doubt the family spent many anxious hours that Spring of 1795 

in the preparation and outfitting for this adventure. The Mohawk Trail 

was the natural escape route for all Loyalist because the Mohawks were 

England's loyal allies. From family records and an old newspaper 
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published after William's death and containing an account of his life, we 

know that they boarded a sloop (The Connecticut River is tidal and was 

navigable from Middletown) for Long Island Sound. The way then Jay 

up the Hudson River to Schenectady, New York. A smaller craft would 

take them from Schenectady up the .:vlohawk River to Fort Stanwix (now 
Home, New York). Then a portage to \\'ood Creek which would carry 

them toward Oneida Lake which was reached by another portage. Then 

via the Oswego River to Oswego on the shore of Lake Ontario. This route 

has been historicall)' described as requiring a haul of boats by land of 
approximately thirty miles. While this territory was still in British hands, 

it left the whole shore of Lake Ontario to be traversed in an open sailing 

vessel. After findin g a boat and making arrangements for the last stage 

of this Odyssey, it is easy to picture Ezekiel with his family on the beach, 

leading them in prayer and asking the Lord for clear skies and a fa ir 

breeze. But not too much of the latter ! 

Compared to the relative civilization of J ew England, this new land 

was a veritable wilderness. At that time Buffalo, 1 ew York, was a small 

collection of huts and York (Toronto) a recently established but tiny 
military post. In the whole of Upper Canada, even with the influx of 

Loyalists and settlers, there were not fifty thousand people counting the 

mili tary. ::\'ewark, Queenston and Stamford were small clearings in a 
dense forest with much low lying swamp land between and connected 

only by mil.itary roads or Indian h·ails. There was much to cope with 

;\nd but few amenities of life available. Not the least terrifying must have 

been the dread of sickness for there were few physicians and their services 
of doubtful value. In the face of cholera, tuberculosis and malaria, people 

W<'re completely helpless. And malaria was endemic to the whole of the 

1'\iagara Peninsula. It masqueraded under many names - Ague. Swamp 

Fever, Lake Fever and Hiver sickness. 

Ezekiel soon found that being an American law)'er gave him no 

standing under the regulations which the British barristers had succeeded 
in having established. Neither legal cntdition nor a degree from Yale 

could prevail against the Tory prejudice. So unable to practise as he had 

doubtless planned, he turned to school teaching for which there was a 
great demand and but few applicants with any quaiifications at all let 

alone a University degree. But as has been customary for many years, 

that field was not as remunerative as its importance warrants so in his 
spare time Ezekiel took up surveying for which there was an even greater 

demand in connection with the land grants and the rapid growth of 

pioneer communities. 

Within two years of his arrival, Ezekiel had applied for and received 
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land grants in Walpole and \Vainfleet, totalling six hundred acres. During 

the next decade he acquired very much more but apparently by outright 

purchase and it was these holding upon which he built what must have 

beeu a substantial fortune for those days. 

By this time he had left Newark, moved to Queenston for a short 

period and then settled in Stamford. Here, as the man best qualified for 

the work by virtue of his legal training and by his having held a similar post 

at }.fiddletown, Connecticut, he became Stamford's first Town Clerk. 

In the Papers and Records of the Ontario Historical Society (Vol. XXV) 

it is recorded that the Freeholders of Stamford held a meeting in 1798 and 

adopted a resolution that spoke of his qualifications for the work and 

recommended in a prayer to the Lieutenant-Governor that he be confirmed 

in the appointment. Evidently Ezekiel liked the work and the Freeholders 

liked Ezekiel for there were no more prayers to the Lieutenant-Governor 

until twent~· two years later when Ezekiel resigned the post! 

In the appended notes in which this information appears is this 

description of Ezekiel: 

"Ezekiel \\"oodruff was a Loyalist from Connecticut. He 

settled in Stamford Township and followed the occupation of 

school teacher, conveyancer and Town Clerk, holding the 

latter office for twenty two years. He died on Jan. 7th, 1837, 

aged 73, and is buried in the }.lethodist Church Burying 

Ground at St. Davids. Ezekiel was enrolled in Grant's 

Company of the 2nd Lincoln Militia in 1812. 

Shortly after coming to l'\iagara in 1795, Ezekiel continued with his 

Masonic activities. Robertson's History of Freemasonry in Canada 

preserves the records of St. John's Lodge of Friendship, No. 2, at Niagara, 

U.C. for the years 1795-1822 and the Roll of Officers show Ezekiel as 

Secretar)' in the year 1799. 

Ezekiel and Sarah had five sons and two daughters. Ezekiel himself 

at 49, and three of his sons were destined to take up arms against the 

land of their birth to secure and defend their new homes against the 

hostile depredations of the bulging Colossus to the South. Two of the 

sons became officers in the Lincoln Militia and one in the British 19th 

Dragoons and all won their promotions for services in the field. The 

other two boys, Samuel and John were too young to take their part in the 

bitter hostilitities which raged along the border. 

As mentioPed earlier, Sarah was Ezekiel's boyhood sweetheart and 

at her death tlwrc was found among her treasured effects a quaint, old-
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fashioned acrostic love poem dedicated to her by Ezekiel and preserved 
for us by Edward Haynes Woodruff in his diary. Nearly two centuries 
have rolled by but from out that fast dimming past, comes clear and 
strong the romantic voice of young Ezekiel as he courted his beloved: 

"Sweet as the strains the bright 
plumed songsters sing 

Awakening Nature and saluting Spring 
Like the fair flowers that gild the 

smiling field 

Lavish their beauties and their 
fragrance yield 

Your charms and converse with such 
splendor shine 

Herein crowns your Face and beams 
a Power Divine 

Alluring pleasures in your bosom rise 
Love darts his arrows from your 

lowering eyes 

Lures cv'ry youth and swells 
mild glowering Sighs" 

\liddletown, April 28, 1778 

Two of EzekieJ"s sons, Richard and William, became leading merchants. 
Both were men of liberal opinions and took a prominent part in public 
affairs, contributing their full share to the struggle for responsible govern­
ment. Both married sisters of a pioneer Loyalist family, the Clements. 
(See Appendix, Item No. 7 for the Clement family history). 
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EZEKIEL'S SI·:VEN ClllLOHI::l\ 

EZEKIEL WOODRUFF 

b. July 29, 1763 
d. Jan. 7, 1837 
m. June 30, 1782 

Sarah (Lord) Hall 
b. .May 23, 1765 
d. :-.: ov. 26, 1835 ° 

Both arc buried in St. Davids. 

•-You will have noted there is a discrepancy concerning Sarah's 

birthdatc. Dexter's ''Yale Biographies" says ~lay 23, 1761 but gives her 

age at death on :-\o\·. 26, 1&'36 as 71,0 }'Cars, an obvious error. But it does 

refer to her as the 6th ch ild of Capt. Giles and Anna (Lord) Hall and 

according to Edwin Stearn's '':'\lidd letown, Connecticut Families" she was 

the sixth child, horn on ~lay 23, 1761. 

If shu was two years older than Ezekiel she may have, woman-like, 

decided to rectify that condit ion by pre tending she was two years younger, 

born in 1765, the date shown on her tom bstonc. Ezekiel lived a bil lon~er 

but he may have decided to go along with this little family secret. \\'hat 

lends this credence is Ezekie l's love poem .. . "Alluring pleasures in your 

bosom rise.'' The exigenci<'s confronting an amateur and enamored poet 

must be many hut that line does seem a little more appropriate when 

addressed to a maiden approaching her sevc11teenth birthday than it does 

to one a lmost hut not quite thirteen. 

Their Seven Children 
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1. Sarah Woodruff, 1st child of Ezekiel. 

b. 1783 
d. 1861 
Sarah married first in 1803. James \laitland and 2nd. 

Judge Samuel De Veaux (Sec Appendix, No. JO) founder 

of De Veau>. College at Niagara Falls, N.Y., which 

institution is still functioning. 

'2 Richard WoodrufT, (The Honorable) 2nd child of Ezekiel. 

h. Apr. 10, 1784 
d. June 1, 1872 



EZEKIEL'S SEVEN CIIILDRE:\ 

Richard married Ann Clement 
during the \Var of 1812-1814. 
Davids. 

(b. 1788) and served all 
Richard is buried in St. 

Hichard was a Sergeant in the 1 iagara Light Dragoons and fou6ht 
under General Brock in the capture of Detroit. He was later an officer 
(Ensign) in the 1st Battalion of the Lincoln Militia and was at the Battle 
of Chrysler's Farm. Many years later he was awarded a medal with bar 
''Detroit" for his services. The medal has been lost but it is mentioned 
in military records for the time. 

Richard !·egan his training as a merchant in James Secord's store at 
Queenston. This James Secord was probably Laura {Ingersoll) Secord's 
husband but in that family James and David were favorite names so it is 
difficult to be sure. One of the Davids became .\lajor David after whom 
St. Davids was named. (See In Retrospect - St. Davids). 

When the War was over, Hichard formed a general partnership with 
his younger brother \\lilliam. They were very successful as merchants 
and among other ventures they buill and operated the first steam powered 
grist mill in Upper Canada. This mill was across the main road from 
"\\'uodbourne" and has since been torn down but as a boy l remember 
it well. lt was a ~arge, four-storey stone buikling and my cousin \Vilfrcd 
and I spent many happy hours exploring it and operating the rope geared 
elevator which carried the process<?d grain from floor to floor. An old 
indenture drawn by Ezekiel and dat<?d .\lay 2nd, 1824 shows that the 
partners acquired the site for their first water power mill from David 
Secord who evidently was much in favor of the project for he leased 
them the mill pond and stream for nine hundred and ninety nine years, 
for an annual rent of twenty five shillings. This document bears the 
signatures of David Secord, Hichanl and William and two witnesses, 
ll<'njnmin Middaugh and Christian T. \Varner. Another document cov<'rs 
the outright purchase of a little over an acre of land for the mill site for 
which George Shaw was paid the sum of ,1:-66. There was another old 
water powered mill in St. Da,·ids op<'rated by Hichard's son, James Counter 
\ Voodruff, which still stands almost intact but is now serving as an inn. 

Richard built the fine old Ce:.>rgian brick house now occupied by 
Paul Woodruff whose son, Richard, is the fifth generation \\'oodruff to 
live there. This is the house described in the "Picture Callery of Canadian 
History'' by C. \V. Jefferys. (Sec In Retrospect-St. Davids). 

Richard's son-in-law, Samuel Zimmerman, founded the Zimmerman 
Bank (Sec Appendix, Item No. 8) in J 855 and Richard was one of the 
incorporators together "vith his nephew, Joseph A. \~7oodruff. It was the 
custom of those days to call successful business men "Kings... Major 
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David Secord was known throughout the community as King David and 

Richard as King Dick. 

Richard was a man of liberal thought, unalterably opposed to the 

arbitrary and arrogant machinations of that cruel and venal group of 

constitutional bandits, the Family Compact, who worked hand in g love 

with an avaricious established Church to mis-govern the country. He was 

e lected to the Assembly of Upper Canada and served as the Lincoln 

Count>' representative in the Thirteenth Parliament. This was during the 

period of the Rebellion of 1837-1838 and Richard worked and voted con­

sis tently for the reform measures which had been so long denied the 

people. A le tter from Richard to \1\liJ Jiam Hamilton Merritt, censuring 

the conduct of certa in members of the Legislature is reproduced in the 

Biography of the latter by his son, J.P. ~lerritt. The Thirteenth Parliament 

was a notable and notorious one under fi rst S.ir Francis Bond Head and 

later Sir George Salter f01· it legislated the union of Upper and Lower 

Canada and sentenced, among others, for their part in the Rebellion, two 

men, Lount and Matthews. Over 10,000 signatures were gathered petition­

ing the authorities for their reprieve without avail. The l\lerritt biography 

relates that one of these \\'as carried to Parliament by the Hon. \\'. H. 

Merritt, the man who conceived the Weiland Canal, signed by himself, 

Richard \;1,7oodruff and six other Members or Justices of the Peace. 

Richard received a land grant of 200 acres for his services during the 

war and was able to amass a considerable fortune for that era. \Vcalth in 

tl1osc days resulted largely from the accumulation of land. Many of the 

generous grants \\'ere eventually forfeited and then re-offered for sale by 

the Crown. Richard was apparently on the lookout for these bargains. 

The Journals of the Legislative Assembly for the year 1828 alone record 

him as the buyer of 450 acres in the London District and another 350 

acres in Thorold Township, at prices ranging from $ .65 to $4.00 per acre. 

Richard was one of the incorporators of the Zimmerman Bank founded 

by his son-in-law Samuel Zimmerman and a Director of the t iagara 

Suspension Bridge Bank. One of the bank notes of the latter institution 

is in my possession. It is dated 1840 and bears his signature and that of 

William Hamilton of the prominent Hamilton family (after whom the 

City of Hamilton was named) which had its beginning in Queenston. Up 

to this time the growing commerce of the region had been dis tinctly 

hampered by the lack of banking facilities , and particularly of those which 

were free of political control. Evidently Richard was aware of the need 

and took a prominent part in the organization of these pioneer financial 

institutions. A notice of election of local Directors to the Board of the 

Bank of Upper Canada, dated at Niagara, on the 20th of June, 1835 
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includes Richard along with nine of his neighbors and relatives-Lewis 
Clement, R. W. Crysler, William H. Merritt, Alexander Hamilton and 
others. 

It is interesting to note that two of Richard and Anne Clement's grand­
sons again found their brides in the Clement family, Henry Augustus 
Woodruff marrying Teresa Clement and James Richard Woodruff marrying 
Elizabeth Jessie Clement. 

A copy of Richard's will from the Surrogate Court of Lincoln County, 
C. Badeau Secord, Registrar, disposed amorig his heirs several lots, two 
large farms and more than $70,000.00 in mortgages, stocks and bonds. 

3. Maria Woodruff, 3rd child o.f Ezekiel 
b. 1786 
d. 1805 
m. Samuel De Veaux. Maria died shortly thereafter, 

probably in childbirth and Samuel (later Judge 
Samuel De Veaux) married his wife's eldex sister, 
Sarah Woodruff. 

4. Henry Augustus Woodruff, 4th child of Ezekiel. 
b. July 6, 1790. 
d. Sept. 30, 1864 
m. Feb. 29, 1811 to Olive Edwards 

5. William Woodruff (The Honorable), 5th child of Ezekiel 
b. Oct. 1, 1793 
d. June 27, 1860 
m. Margaret Clement 

b. Mar. 29, 1794 
d. Dec. 2, 1882 

William's careex parallelled that of his elder brother in many respects 
and evidently approving of Richard's judgment he even chose for his bride 
a sister from the same household. 

My great grandfather William was two years old when his parents 
made the journey over the Mohawk Trail to Upper Canada. My great 
grandmother Margaret outlived him by twenty years. Both are buried 
in Victoria Lawn Cemetery, St. Catharines. 

'William served throughout the War of 1812-1814, having enlisted at 
the beginning as a private in Crook's Company. At the Battle of Queenston 
Heights he was under Capt. i'vlcClellan who met his death in that engage­
ment. William was promoted to Ensign in the 1st Regiment of the 
Lincoln Militia then under the Colonelcy of the Honorable VVilliam Claus, 
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on :-\<wcml:er 5th, 1815. On August 13, 1824 \\'illiam was promoted to 

Lieutenant and while that certificate has been lost, the one commissioning 

him as Ensign has been preserved by William Alfred Woodruff of Toronto 

and is reproduced in the Appendix, Item 1 o. 13. 

William's description of the Battle of Quccnston Heights is contained 

in a letter to David Thorburn of Quccnston. (See ''In Hetrospect"-"Thc 

War of 1812-1814'') 

\\'illiam's editorial obitum')' in the "St. Catharines journal" of june 29, 

1860, contains some further information concerning the disastrous :>attle 

that followed the American landing at Niagara on l\•Iay 27th, 1813 when 

the Lincoln :'llilitia was practically destroyed by forces superior in both 

numbers and guns. 

Jt re lates how Capt. McClellan fell against \ViiJjam, exclaiming : ''I 

have got my fatal shot'', and how the Army was ordered to retreat hut 

\\' illiam and a fifteen-year-old youth named ~latthews remained to fire 

at the American heads as they appeared over the bank. They had just left 

a stump behind which they were sheltering when it was struck by a 

cam~on hall. 

Another who fell wounded in this engagement was \\' illiam's Lieuten­

ant, George Adams, my cousin 'vVilfrcd's great-great grandfather. (See 

Appcndi.\, Item f\ o. 21 for a b-ief ac<:ount of the Loyalist Adams family 

anr1 for George Adam ·s letter to his eldest son, written on the eve of this 

b<Ht!e and dictated by his apprehension and foreboding of its direful 

consequence. 

Like Richard, his sCr\'iCes were rewarded with a 200 acre Land Grant 

from the Prince Hegent. After the \\'ar he was Hichard's business partner 

and became one of the leading merchants of the district, taking a prominent 

part in public affairs. William, of course, belonged to the Heform party 

and he was elected a member of the Assembly of Upper Canada, serving 

in the lOth Parliament under Sir John Colbornc as the representative for 

the 1st and 2nd Hidings of Lincoln County. He served for two sessions 

in 1829 and 1830. 

\Vc are sometimes prone to think of our modern codes of law and 

ethics as having been with us for a long time. So it is enlightening to 

Bnd that two of the first Bills introduced in the lOth Parliament and 

supported by \\'illiam were: 
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"A Bill to repeal an act authorizing the whipping 

of females in this Province." 
and 

"A Bill for the abolition of imprisonment for debts." 
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(This was otherwise referred to as the Indulgent 
Creditors Act.") 

William served as Chairman of many of the Select Committees and 
he introduced the petition of the village of St. Catharines when that place 
sought incorporation as a Town. In connection with his work on the 
Select Committee appointed to report on the management and expenditures 
of the \\'elland and Burlington Canals, \\'illiam was asked by the House 
for an expression of his views and the quotation which follows is indicative 
of his keen prescience, the more so since many regarded these ventures 
as visionary and of <.lubious merit: 

"My opinion is that it will ultimately succeed if means can be found 
to carry it on. The works stand very well, much better than l had expected. 
I think it will not materially benefit the :.'\iagara District except in respect 
to water power for machinerr. It will injure the Frontier as much as it 
will benefit the line of the canal but l believe it will prove of material 
advantage to the upper parts of the Province, perhaps more so than is now 
anticipated. I think, however, its advantages would have been much 
greater to the country in general had it been located in the interior." 

During this period William was appointed by the Government as 
one of the Directors of the Weiland Canal which was destined to so 
radically affect the economic importance ot the older trading communities 
along the Niagara River. As they declined, St. Catharincs grew so some 
of the merchants acquired land or businesses there including several of 
the Woodruffs. 

\Villiam was a staunch supporter of the Church and in the Museum 
in connection with the restored Fort George at liagara there is displayed 
a lovely pianoforte from his home. But he did not hold with some of 
the narrow clericalism then prevailing as is shown by an incident related 
in "History of the Crysler Family" and concerning John Crysler who 
incidentally also married into one of the Clement families, which is 
quoted as follows: 

"In his youthful days John was fond of music. He played the violin 
and banjo. When living in St. Catharines he belonged to a private Minstrel 
Club got up by the young men of the town who spent their winter evenings 
in practice and entertaining in the town and vicinity. A tea meeting was 
being held at the ~lethodist Church, St. Davids, and the club was invited 
out to entertain. After giving the first selection the Minister ruled that 
style of entertainment out of place and objected to any further selections 
being given in the Church. Mr. 'William Woodruff, the leading merchant 
at St. Davids, thought the Minister's ruling was harsh and invited the boys 
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over to his home where the remainder of the evening was spent with 
pleasure both to host and guests." 

In William's time the people were forced to take politics very 
seriously because of its impact on their daily lives. Because the vVoodruffs 
and other men of liberal thought who represented the Niagara District in 
the Assembly opposed the tyranny of the Family Compact government, 
St. Davids earned the nick-name, "Rebel Hole." The Woodruffs knew and 
sympathized with the aims of .i'vlackeozie and Gomlay but they never 
countenanced rebellion or sedition. The attempt of the authOJ·ities to 
institute a reign of terror to subdue the opposition of Reform Members 
is illnstmted by incidents concerning William in the "Story of Laura 
Secord" and in a "Memoir of Colonel James Kerby." 
From: "The Story of Laura Secord", Chap. XI. 

"That portion of the 1 iagara District which was represented in the 
Assembly of Upper Canada had sent men of liberal opinions. Major David 
Secord at the time of the rebellion was an aged man. (It was customary at 
that time to call successful business men "kings". Major Secord was called 
"King David", and Mr. Richard VVoodruff, "King Dick". The pxeceding 
pages have shown the sacrifices made by himself and relatives, the loyal 
services they gave and were willing to give as subjects o.f the English 
Government. The arbitrary measures of the Family Compact previous 
to 1837 met his disapprobation, and he took the only legitimate way of 
condemnation, by voting as a member of Parliament for reforms." 

"~1lr. ·william ' ;'\'oodruff was also a Reform member, and voted as he 
believed for the best interests of Canada. He had been in the Battle of 
Queenston Heights, and served as a volunteer throughout the war of 1812." 

"As the regulars and volunteers passed and re-passed on their way to 
and from Chippewa, many thTeats were made, and the hope expressed 
that the place (St. Davids) would be destroyed. In the Spring of the 
year 1838 Mr. William Woodruff's father died at liagara Falls, ew York, 
and was buried in St. Davids. His son-in-law, Judge De Veaux, at whose 
home he died, was at the funeral. He was a small man, and how or 
when the story originated that he was MacKenzi.e in disguise was never 
known. But so it was. A detachment from Queenston was sent to St. 
Davids. Mr. Woodruff's servants were first interrogated, and he was then 
taken from his bed to Queenston for examination. Fortunately for him­
self, he was able to prove that he was not harboring a rebel." 

"Another incident of that period may be given. A young man, on 
the 4th of July, rode on horseback through the village, dressed in a pink 
cambric jacket, and carrying a lance with pennon, in imitation of the 
Lancers which were stationed in Queenston. It was evident that it was 
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the foolish prank of a young man who had taken too much of Canada's 
curse. He rode up and down the street more than once. It enraged an 
old pensioner who went to Queenston and informed the officers stationed 
there that the people of St. Davids were celebrating the 4th of July. The 
officer took some men and marched to the place. His men were halted in 
front of the Methodist Church, and scouts sent forward to reconnoitre, 
and see what was going on. Mr. William Woodruff had heard of their 
approach. vVhen the scouts arrived every house was dark, and the 
streets quiet, but from behind the curtains many anxious hearts were 
watching for the outcome. Mr. Woodruff took the officers to his house 
and treated them, and they returned to Queenston satisfied that their 
march had been unnecessary." 

From: "A Memoir of Colonel James Kerby". 
The Honorable James was in command of the Queen's Niagara 

Fencibles who policed the iagara Frontier. He appears from his letters 
to have been an irascible and highly suspicious character. On one occasion 
he really got the "wind up" and through his zealous efforts on behalf of 
the Government managed to strike a happy medium between "getting there 
fustest with the mostcst" and some of his modern counterparts who arrived 
with too little, too late. The Lieutenant Governor and Colonel Halkett 
had just reviewed the troops and were returning to Toronto with Kerby's 
assurances that all was quiet along the Niagara when he sent the follow­
ing dispatch: 

"Last evening shortly after your departure from the Falls, I 1·eceived 
further information that a person or persons of Very Suspicious character 
were said to have crossed over from Lewiston or thereabouts and were 
concealed at William Woodruff's at St. Davids. Licut.-Col. Creighton 
immediately proceeded there with about Sixty Men and I followed him 
shortly after, at the same time giving information to Capt. Palmer at 
Queenston of our advance toward St. Davids." 

"We surrounded the house at St. Davids but made no discovery 
further than to have been told by the said Woodruff that he had received 
one Thomas Darling in his house the night before, in company with 
another person from Lewiston unknown to him. And the latter person 
had left St. Davids about two hours before we arrived there & every 
circumstance attending this information gave us strong reasons to suspect 
that sometl1ing was brewing of a Very Suspicious kind; still we have not up 
to this moment been able to make any discovery. We have all resumed 
our stations and All is perfectly quiet." 

Colonel Kerby believed in letting the boss know that he was on the 
job. One of his cohorts of the same stripe, Major Anstruther at Queenston, 
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appears to have had the fidgets also. He was convinced that he could 
employ part of the Fort York arsenal to better advantage if they would 
only ship it to him quick so he fired a brm1dside at the Quarter Master 
General's Department in Toronto, as follows: 

"1 have the honor to inform you that -1 companies of the 1st Frontier 
L ight lnfantry were all last night scoul'ing Short Hills, (Fonthill) St. Davids 
and other places in consequence of information rec'd late }'esterday even'g. 
1 have only time to say that they (the rebels) arc reported to have 4 small 
pieces of ordnance and one 9 pounder. ~lay 1 suggest you be so good as 
to send us the two sixes employed on Younge St. 

l'.S. If the two sixes are to be sent, could they be sent tonight." 

The insufferable intolerance of the governing clique was exemplified 
as late as July 30, 1810, when a notable meeting was held on Queenston 
Heights to discuss ways and means for the rebuilding of the monument 
erected to honor the gallant General Brock. The previous April it had been 
destroyed by a gun powder charge planted by an Irish-born settler, 
Benjamin Lett who had been compelled to nee to the United States for his 
part in the Hebellion of 1837 and who perpetrated this outrage in revenge. 

This was a memorable occasion, attended by military and government 
officials and over 800 people from all parts of the Province. A public 
holidar had been declared in York and all stores and offices were closed. 
William's name was on the list of speakers but he was not permitted to 
address the meeting. I t must have been a bitter pill for William! On that 
memorable day when Sir Isaac fell mortally wounded, \ \'illiam was there 
und('r General SheaiTc whose forces, mostly Lincoln ~vli l itia, s11atched us 
the ,·ictory. That da>' he was a private but since 1824 he had carried 
the sword of a Lieutenant though it proved impotent against the pens 
wirldcd by the servile minions comprising the Government's Committee. 
(For \\' illiam's eye-witness account of the battle, see the chapter "In 
Hetrospect'' - ''The War of 1812-1814"). 

This incident is referred to in "The Story of Laura Secord" but is 
more ful ly described in the "Biography of the Hon. \V. H. Merritt, M.P." 
lt took place on June 23rd, 1840 and was presided over by Sir Allan Mac­
.:-.Jab. The purpose of the meeting was to solicit subscriptions to defray 
the cost of the work. William had furnished the desk upon which the 
Secretary kept the minutes. It was a fitting one for the occasion since it 

was the desk used by Governor John Graves Simcoe when he first held 
Court in Old Niagara. Although he wouldn't allow \Villiam to speak, Sir 
Allan's objections evidently did not extend Lo the use of vVillian1s fum iture 
nor to the accepting of his donation! This historic desk and oil paintings 
of William and Margaret in o,·al gold frames, are in the possession of 
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Percy Carruthers Band of Toronto. Percy married Margaret Julia Wood­
ruff, a daughter of Hamilton Kilally WoodrufF of St. Catharines, a son of 
Samuel DeVeaux Woodruff, William's first child. 

As the man best qualified for the post, William was appointed 

Magish·ate at St. Davids and became well known throughout the Peninsula 

for his fair and just decisions and for the sound advice and counsel which 
he freely gave to the many people who sought his guidance for their 

business or personal problems. 

In 1856 William's constituents were verr dissatisfied with the conduct 

of their ,\lcmber in the Legislature. Being well acquainted with \Villiam's 
forthright views, they ·'requisitioned" him to run again but this time his 

supporters were unable to overcome the opposition forces and the 

scoundrels captured the scat. E lectioneering techniques were certainly 
different in those clays and this "'Requisition .. is a quaintly clignifiecl docu­

ment. (Sec Appencli.x, Item 1'\o. 12 where it is reproduced). 

If }'Ou have an opportunity to visit the restored Fort George at 

Niagara-on-the-Lake. yon will find displayed there a very interesting 

collection of military equipment and authentic pioneer relics of every 
description, together with an impressive exhibition of historical paintings, 

prints and documents. ,\luch of this material came from the Servos­

Snider estate at Palatine Jlill , near Niagara and one thing you will sec 
is a large walnut piano-forte manufactured by James Neilson of New 

York. This beautifully ornate instrument and the little music stool with 

its handworked cover, belonged to \·Villiam. They were acquired by 
John C. and ~Iargaret Fry Ball, paid for by war debentures of the War of 

1812-14 and have been loaned by ,\Jr. Herbert Aikins. Unfortunately there 

is none of William's china bearing the family arms, which he had made 
for him by Min tons of England. In fact but few pieces of this have survived 

as treasured possessions of the fam ily. 

Among the framed documents you will discover the Pay List of the 

Staff and Regimental officers of the First Regiment of the Lincoln Ylilitia 

at the time when it was commanded by Colonel John D. Servos, Lieut.­

Col. John Clark and Major Adam Brown. 

Both Richard and William maintained their military connections for 

many years and both became Captains in the First Lincoln dw·ing this 
period as you will see from the document which list the Captains of that 

time as follows: 

CAPTAINS-!. 
2. 
3. 

Courtland Secord 
Joseph Clement 
Peter Warner 
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4. \\"illiam Woodruff 
5. John Clendenning 
6. \\'alter Butler 
7. Richard Woodruff 

\Vill iam's sash and sword as well as his certificate of commission in the 
War of 1812-1814 are still in the family's possession and it is to be hoped 
that they will eventually be donated to the Museum at Fort George. 
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6. John Woodruff, 6th child of Ezekiel. 
b. 1797; d. 1827; m. joan ... from l\ew York State. 

Nothing else is known of John except that his widow 
married November 20, 1829 William S. Chittenden, 
a merchant of Youngstown, N.Y. 

7. Samuel Woodruff, 7th child of Ezekiel. 
b. 1800; d. 1824. 

All we know of Samuel is from the cryptic and some­
what incongruous notation in the diary of Edward 
Haynes Woodruff ... "131own up by gunpowder. l o 
issue. He was a physician." 
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TilE UPPER CANADA DESCENDANTS 
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5 EZEKIEL WOOD HUFF, b. ]t\ly 29, 1763; d. jan. 7, 1837; m. june 30, 1782 Sarah 
Hall (b. May 21, 1765; d. Nov. 26, 1835). Issue: (7). 

1 Sarah Woodruff, (1st child of Ezekjel) b. 1783; d. 1864; m. Judge Samuel De-
Veaux. No issue. 

2 Richard Woodruff, (2nd child of Ezekiel) b. Apr. 10, 1784; d. June 1, 1872; 
m. Anne Clement (b. Aug. 9, 1788; d. Mar. 30, 1873). 
Issue: (8). 

1 Joseph Clement Woodruff (lst child of llichard and Anne Clement). 
b. Dec. 9, 1808; d. Nov. 30, 1899; m. Sarah Shaw. 
Issue: (5) 

1 Geoq;;e Well ington Woodruff, b. Aug. 31, 1832; d. Feb. 10, 1895; 
m. Rachel Close. No issue. 

2 lUchanl Henry Woodruff, b. Feb. 3, 1834; d. jan. 29, 1836. 
3 William Walter Woodruff, b. 1-.lay 1, 1836; d. Mar. 23, 1907; m. Susan 

Backillstone; Issue (2): 
1 ]essie Woodruff; d. age 12. 
2 Gertrude Woodruff, d. age 9. 

4 Theodore Woodruff, b. Oct. 6, 1840; d. - ; m. May 23, 1878 a 
~!iss Campbell; No issue. 

5 Sarah DeVeaux Woodruff, b. Dec. 29, 1844; d.-- ; m. Oct. 19, 1871 
William 1-.lcKay; No issue . 

. ~ Sarah Margaret Wooch·ull (2nd child of Richard and Anne Clement). 
b. 1811; d. Feb. 9, 1834; m. a mao named Swan; No 
issue. 

3 William Henry Woodruff (3rd child of Richard and Anne Clement). b. 
Sept. 3, 1814; d. Aug. 7, 1897; m. in 1841 1-.lary Secord• 
(b. Dec. 27, 1818; d. Dec. 21, 1895; Issue: (7) 

1 Margaret Elizabeth Woodruff {1st child of William Henry); b. Sept. 5, 
1842; d -- ; m. Oct. 24, 1865 josia Packard. Issue: (8) 

1 Elizabeth Packard, b. 1868; m. in 1901 C. C. Wheeler; Issue: (2) 
1 Henry A. Wheeler, b. --
2 .Mary Elizabeth Wheeler, b. --

2 ~ary Secord Packard, b. 1869 
3 Ambrose Packard, b. 1870; m. in 1902 Helen Imbrie. 
4 Josiah Woodruff Packard, b. 1872; d. 1883. 
5 Rhoda Packard, b. 1875 
6 Samh )>ackard, b. 1881 
7 William Packard, b. 1883; d. an infant. 
8 Kirke Packard, b. 1886 

2 Henry Augustus Woodruff (2nd child of William Henry); b. Oct. 6, 
1844; d. 1909; m. Teresa Elizabeth Clement (b. May 
22, 1849; d. June 2, 1919); Issue: (4) 

1 Robert Henry Woodruff. b. 1876; m. Florence Goring; Issue (1) 
1 Roberta i\ lildred Woodruff, b. 1915; d. 1956; m. Wilfred 

Sears; No issue. 
1 Robert Lester Scars (adopted) 

2 Mabel Mal')' Woodruff, b. 1878; m. Charles Anderson; Issue: (1) 
1 Lenore Anderson. b--: m. George Durham; Issue: (1) 

l Lenore Anderson Durham, b. 1932; d. 1956. 
3 William Edwin Woodruff, b. 1883; d -- ; m. Nellie Pendergast; 

Issue: (2) 
1 Laura Woodruff. b. 1913; m. William Irvin. 
2 Edwin Woodruff, b. Nov. 20, 1916. 

• -Mary Secord wns the daughter of Maior David Secord whose brother 
James Secord rnnrricd Laura Ingersoll (Secord), Canada's illustrious 
he oin1 (S~e appen~ix, Item No. 9, The Secord Family). 

4 Ailgusr· Catherine Woodruff, b. 1885; d. -- ; m. Chas. Sanders; 
Issue: (2) 

1 Arvid Clement Sanders, b. 1908; d. 1911. 
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2 Dorothr ~lac Sander., b. 1910; m. Chn>. Clemens; h,uc: (l ) 
1 l'r.tricia jean Clemens, b. 1942 

3 Hichard Edgar Wooclnatl {3rcl child ol William llcnry), b. Mar. 11, 
1&17; d. --; m. Aug. 11, 1875 j ane ~anunons; Issue: (l ) 

1 Helen:\ Woodrull, b. HS77 
4 David Will iam Wooclrutl {4th child of William Henry). b. 1849; 

m. Uec. 4, 1875 Josephine Woodrun; Issue: {2) 

1 Frederick Woodnall, b. 18Tt 
2 Archibald \'Voodrull , b. 18!lU; m. 1909 lela Sanders; Issue: (1) 

1 Nova Helena Woodrull, b. --; d. --
5 Anne Helena Woodruff (5th child of William Henry) b. Dec. 28, 1850. 
6 l\larion Caroline Woodrulr (()th chald ol William Henry), b. l\lay 23, 

1854; m. Oct. 9, 1885 jmnes jones; Issue: (2) 
1 Victor Jones, b. 1887; m. 1909 Edith Groom; Issue: (1) 

1 Naomi jones, b. 1\:HO 
2 l\larion jones, b. Oct. 7, 1890; m. T. H. Ward; No issue. 

7 Ella Victoria Woodruff (7th child ot William I lenr)•) b. Sept. 15, 
1857; m. jnn. 1886 Oliver Pew; No issue. 

Richard Napoleon Woodrun {4 th chikt ol Hiehard ;md Anne Clement), 
b. 1815; d. 1866; m. 1838 Deborah Field; Issue: (9). 

l George Duffel \Voodrull, b. l\lay 24, 1840; d. Nov. 23, 1900; m. 
llannah Lowery; :"o as,ue. 

2 John Woodruff, b. Feb. 7, 1841; d. --
3 Richard Wooclnalf, b. l\lay J, 1843, d. --; m. Georgina Hogers; 

Issue: (2) 
1 l\J:.'ludc Woodrufl , b. 1876; m. Franklin Lowery; Issue: {4) 

1 Vern Lowery, b. 1901; d. 1922. 
2 Dr. Stanley Lower)', b. 1907: m. Hilda White. 
3 Dr. Arthur Lowery, b. 1910; m. :'- largaret Devlin Mc-

Donough; Issue: (2) 
1 Philip Lowery, b. 1942. 
2 ~lark Lowery, b. 1948 

4 Katharine Pauline Lowery, b. Sept. 9 1915; m. Robert D. 
Fraser; Issue: (2) 

1 :. lary Elizabeth Fraser, b. Oct. 2, 1952 
2 Douglas Woodrulf Fraser, b. l\ lny 29, 1958 

2 Ethel !lO<'f\ Wooda·111l, b. 1879; m. --- Thurston. 
4 Maria Woodnafll, b. Nov. 22, 1846; d. 1906; m. Gro. Pelley; Issue: (1) 

1 Curtis Pelley, b. 1876. 
5 Gilbert Woodruff. b. Jnn. 11, 1849. 
6 Aame Woodruff b. Feb. 15, 1852; d. Oct. 16, 1874. 
7 Sarah Woodruff, b. l\ lar. 4, 1857; m. Wellington Kennedy. 
8 Willinan Woodna!f, b. Feb. 2, 1859. 
9 Francis Woodruff, b. July 2, 1862; d. l\lar. 9, 1936; m. IJnltie May 

Lowery (b. Aug. 15, 1869; d. Dec. 6, 1951); hsuc: (2). 
1 Paul Vernon Woodruff, b. June 8, 1903: m. Nov. 21. 1942 Helen 

Greig Hunter (b. Sept. 12, 1906) Issue: (1). 
I Richard Jackson Woodruff b. Aug. 16, 1945. 

2 Nora DeVeaux Woodruff, b. Oct. 9, 1911; m. 1932 John Green-
hill Walker: Issue: (3) 

1 :-.lorri< Woodruff Walker, b. Aug. 27, 1933 
2 David Franklin Walker, b. Dec. 3, 1934 
3 John Greenhill Walker Jr., b. Apr. 11, 1939 

John Woodruff (.5th child of Richard and Anne Clement); b. 1819; d. 
1856: m. l\larv Goll:ud; Issue: (2) 

1 Mar!(aret Woodruff, b. 1852; m. Bruce Kennedy; Issue: (4) 
1 William Kennedy, b. - -
2 Rose Kennedy, b. -
3 Bertha Kt'nnedy, b. --
4 Claudo Kennedy, b. --

2 Richard Woodruff. b. 18.55; d. --: m. Janey C{)ok; Issue: (9) 
1 John Sears Woodruff. (1st child of Richard and Nancy Cook); 

b. 1879; m. 1st Carrie Thompson; Issue: (3) 
m. 2nd Emily Jackson; Issue: (5) 
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1 Clarence Earl Woodruff, (by 1st wife Carrie Thompson); b. 
1906; m. Mabel Rayment; Issue: (3) 

1 Jack Woodruff, b. - -
2 Lillian Woodrult, b. --
3 Paul Woodruff, b. -

2 Richard Edwin Woodruff, (by 1st wife Carrie Thompson); b. 
1907; m. Laura Smith; Issue: (2) 

1 Richard C. Woo<lrufl, b. 1926; m. Joan Pratt; Issue: (1) 
1 Hichard Edwin Woodruff, b. 1948 

2 Donald George Woodruff, b. 1\131; m. Anita Anderson; 
Issue: (2) 
1 Wendy Woodrufi, b. 1952 
2 Laura Woodrulf, b. 1953 

3 Bertram Kenneth Woodruff, (by 1st wife Carrie Thompson); 
b. liHO; m. Phyllis Betts; Issue: (5) 

1 Betty Woodruff, b. 1936 
2 Doris Woodruff, b. 1\137 
3 Robert Woodrull, b. 1\138 
4 Evelyn Woodrul~, b. 1939 
5 Edward Woodruff, b. 1941 

4 John !-f.erbert Woodruff, (by 2nd wife Emily Jackson); b. 
1?~3; m. Pamela Marshall; Issue: (3) 

1 David john Woodruff, b. 1942 
2 Stephen Philip Woodruff, b. 1948 
3 Irene Pamela Woodruff, b. 1949 

5 Milford Heginald Woodruff, (by 2nd wife Emily Jackson); b. 
1920; m. Patricia Price; Issue: (1) 

1 Ga'il Patricia WoodrufF, b. --
6 Mrytle . Ruth Woodruff, (by 2nd wife Emily Jackson); b. 

1920; m. Jack Racey; Issue: (6) 
1 Jack Racey, b. 1\141 
2 Wayne Racey, b. 1943 
3 Hobert Racey, b. 1946 
4 Carol Racey, b. 1948 
5 13a1Ty Haccy, b. 1950 
6 Cqorge Racey, b. 1952 

7 Margar,et [rene Woodruff, (by 2nd wife Emily Jackson); 
b. 1925; m. George Duncan; Issue: (1) 

1 C<iorginn Duncan, b. 1953 
8 Willian) Theodo•·e Woodruff, (by 2nd wife Emily Jackson); 

b. 1933; m. Doris Leeman; Issue: (1) 
1 Wllliam Woodruff, b. 1952 

Richard Ed~vin Woodruff, (2nd child of Richard and Nancy 
Cook); b. 1882; m. lela Bayne; Issue: (4) 

1 Edna Margaret Woodmff, b. 1909; m. Harold Dickson; 
Issue: (1) 

1 Elizabeth A1111 Factley, b. 1957 
1 Lira Dickson, b. 1940; m. Allan Factley. Issue: (2) 

2 Allan Dickson Factley, b. 1958 
2 Robe,·t ayne Woodruff, b. 1911; m. Mary Slo~ne; Issue: (3) 

1 Ropert Frank Woodruff, b. 1938 
2 l'vl<)ry Lynn Woodruff, b. 1941 
3 Karen Agnes Woodruff, b. .1946. 

3 Olive lJeona Woodruff, b. 1916; m . Albert Hardwick. 
4 Joseph Clement Woodruff, b. 1923; m. Barbara Tumilty; 

Tss,ue: (1) 
1 Josevh Richard Woodruff, b. 1951 

M, ude WoQdmff, (3rd child of Richard and Nancy Cook); b. 
18$3: m. Martin Fraser 

Carrie Woodruff, (4th child of Richard and Nancy Cook; b. 
1885; m. Augustus Thorne; Tssu.e: (7) 

1 William Augustus Thorne, b. 1910; d. 1944; (Killed in 
action); m . Laura Jamieson; Issue: (2} 
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1 Sharon Thorne, b. 1938 
2 Anne Thorne, b. 1944 

2 Ethel ifhorne, b. 1911; m. R. T . Jackson; Issue: (3) 
1 Robert Thomns jackson, b. 1942 
2 James J lcrhcrt Jackson, b. 1946 
3 Hose Ellen Jackson, b. 1948 

3 Percy Burton Thorne, b. 1913; m. ~Iurie! Hunter; Issue: (2) 
1 ~(arilyn Thorne, b. 1940 
2 Janice Thorne, b. 1946 

4 Hc!rbdt T horne, b. 1914; m. ~linerva Campbell; Issue: (2) 
1 Sllidey Thorne, b. 1939 
:l llcrbert 'J horne, b. J U5l 

5 Anne Victoria Thorne, b . 1916; m. William Huggins; Issue: 
(3) 

1 'v'filliam Huggins, b. 1940 
2 Betty Huggins, b. 1943 
3 Judith Huggins, b. 1946 

6 Nancy Thorne, b. 1922; m. jack Terrabcrry; Issue: (3) 
1 Nuncy Terrabcrry, b. 1941 
2 Douglas Tcrraberry, b. Hl<l7 
3 R\>bert Tcrraberry, b. 1949 

7 Dorothy Thorne, b. 1922; m. William Hunter; Issue: (5) 
1 Oorothy I luntcr, b. 1939 
2 William llunter, b. 1941 
3 P:).tricia Hunter, b. 1943 
4 Joan Hunter, b. 1948 
5 llhrbara Rose II unter, b. 1948 

5 George Woodruff, (5th child of Richard and Nancy Cook); b. 
1887; d. 1910 

6 Joseph Woodruff, (6th child of Richard and Nancy Cook); 
b. 1889; d. 1917; m. Catherine O'Co•tner. 

7 Burton Woodmff, (7th child of Hichard and Nancy Cook); b. 
Hl92; m. 1st Irene Winncrton; Issue: (2) 
m. 2nd Ella Haycroft ; Issue: (2) 

1 George Woodruff, (1st child of Burton and Irene Winner-
ton); b. 1916; d. 1945; m. Rose ~Iango; issue: (3) 

l !re ne Clair Woodruft, b. 1935; m. W. ]. Windsor 
2 Frederick George Woodru lt, b. 1939 
3 Larry Jay Woodrull, b. 1941 

2 Bmcc Woodrull , (2nd child ot Burton and Irene Winner-
ton); b. I 922: m. Irene Douglas 

3 June Woodrull, (1st child ol Burton and Ella Raycroft); b-
4 Diana Woodru ll , (2nd child of Burton nnd Ella Raycrott); 

b.-
8 Nancy Woodruff, (8th child of Richard and Nancy Cook); b. 

1896; m. Roy Whitney; Issue: (1) 
1 Mnud Whitney, b. 1915; m. Arnold Courts; Issue: (3) 

1 Ronald Courts, b. 1941 
2 Wayne Courts, b. 1943 
3 Adenc Courts, b. 1945 

9 Frank Woodruff, (9th child of Hichnrd and N:1ncy Cook); b. 1899. 
James Counter Woodruff, (6th child of llichard and Anne Clement); b. 

Apr. 2, 1826: d. Sept. 29, 1866; m. Elizabeth Thomp­
SOil; Issue: (9) 

1 Anne Woodruff, (1st child of James Counter); b. Dec. 28, 1850; d. 
Aug. 28, 1933: m. 1st Stephen Bell ; Issue: (2); m. 2nd 
Robert Robinson; Jssuc: (2) 

1 William Bdl. b. --
2 Leila Bell, b. ---: 111. L. I I. Pike; Issue: ( I) 

1 Robt•rt Pike, b. 
3 Alice Robinson, b. 1 8~ 1 
4 Robert Robinson. h. 18~)4 

2 Josephine Woodruff, (2nd child of James Counter): b. 1851; d. 
1921; m. Dt·(•. I. lSi.') ().tvid \\'illiam \\'oodruff (b. 
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I 1849; d. 1904); Issue: (2) 
1 Frederis;lc Woodrulf, b. 1877 
2 l Archibald Woodrulf, b. 1880; m. 1909 Ida Sanders; Issue: (1) 

1 
l Nova Helena Woodrulf, b. - -

M . y ..Wce~Woodruff, (3rd child of James Counter); b. 1852; d. --; 
m, 1876 Pete r Hume; Issue: (2) 

1 Mamie Hume, d. an infant 
2 Je~sie ume, b. --; m. Or. Charles Duggan; Issue: (4) 

1 Hume Duggan, b. 1913; m. Muriel Bowles; Issue: (3) 
1 Nancy Duggan, b. 1941 
2 Fr~derick Duggan1 b. 1943; d. 1952 
3 Marilyn Duggan, o. 1946 

2 Da·. Richard Duggan, b. 1917; m. Edith Elizabeth Sinclair; 
Issue: (3) 

1 Riphard Charles Duggan, b. 1943 
2 George Edward Duggan, b. 1947 
3 Barbara Joy Duggan, b. Jan. 25, 1954 

3 Frederick Duggan, b. 1920; d. 1943 (Killed in action) 
4 D~'vid Duggan, b. 1923; d. 1938 

Albert James Woodruff, (4th child of James Counter); b. 1854; (died 
in Cold Rush). 

Ursen Haa·vey Woodruff, (5th child of James Counter); b. 1856; m. 
Edith Wadsworth; Issue: (2) 

1 Ernest Woodruff, b. 1885; d. 1956 
2 Edith Woodruff, b. 1889 
Julia Woodruff, (6th child of James Counter); b. 1860; d. an infant. 
Emma i\. Woodruff, (7th child of James Counter); b. 1862; d. 1947. 
Caroline Woodruff, (8th child of James Counter); b. 1865; d. 1949. 
Jm1)es Richard Woodruff, (9th child of James Counter); b. Jan. 18, 

1867; d. Aug. 25, 1922; m. Eli1~1beth Jessie Clement 
(b. Apr. 29, H!65); Issue: (11) 

1 George Albert Woodruff, b. 1890; d. Jan. 13, 1959; m. Charlotte 
1\1. Masters; Issue: (2) 

1 .laa11eS Frederick Woodruff, b. Sept. 14, 1933 
2 George Keith Woodruff, b. May 18, 1937; d. !Via)' 29, 1937 

2 James Cecil Woodna lf, b. Mar. 4, 1893; d. Jan. 31, 1954; m. 
Marian Wiletta Btu·ch; Issue: (1) 

l Harriet Eliz:>b2th Woodruff, b. 1921; m. Russel Cushman; 
Issue: (1) 

1 Douglas Albert Cushman, b. - -
3 Jessie Elizabeth Woodruff, b. May 3, 1894; m. Walter Samuel 

Field: Issue: (l ) 
1 Walter Woodruff Field, b. July 28, 1927; m. Joan Ings; 

lss\te: (2) 
I Nancv Field, b. Aug. 4, 1955 
2 Larry Field. b. Dec. 17. 1956 

4 Ursen Clement Woodruff, b. J 897: m. Helen E. Cusik; Issue: (5) 
1 Helen E lizabeth Woodruff. b. 1936; d. 1936 
2 Harvey Ursen Woodruff, b. 1937 
3 Hav.cl Rossela Woodruff, h. 1940 
4 Ri<lhard Peter Woodruff. h. 1944 
5 j Dermis Ronald Woodruff. b. 1946 

5 H dson Usher Woodruff, b. Jan. 9, 1900; m. Mary Campbell 
Crosbie; Issue: (1) 

1 Marion Campbell Woodruff; b. Nov. 12, 1935; d. July 15. 
19110 

6 Ed,ith I?obinson Woodruff, b. Sept. 23, 1901; m. John Bruce 
1 Gordon 

7 Peter Lester Hume Woodruff, b. Feb. 21, 1904. 
8 Her berl Ne/son Woodruff, b. Apr. 9, 1905; an. L. Wilhelmine 

Sn)ith; Issue: (1) 

I 1 Do ale\ Edward Woodruff, b. Apr. 12. 1946 
9 Riqhar~ WqodrufT, b. Feb. 11, 1908; d. Feb. 26, 1908. 
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3 

4 

5 

10 John Thompson Woodruff, b. :\o,·. 19, 1909; m. Frieda Sturn; 
Issue: (4) 

1 llow:'lrd Edward Woodrufl, b. Oct. 1, 1936; d. Sept. 1944. 
2 Lavelle 1\oslyn Woodruff, b. - -
3 Wright Thompson Woodrufl', b. --
4 Virginia Lois Woodruff, b. --

11 ~largnret Eli7-~bcth Woodruff, b. Dec. 14, 1910; m. Albert Lyle 
Rusk; Issue: (1) 

1 Charles Richard Rusk, b. Sept. 5, 1946 
7 Mm·garet Anne Woodruff, (7th child of Richard and Anne Clement); 

b. 1828; d. Apr. 24, 1851; m. Samuel Zimmerman; 
Issue: (2) 

1 John Zimmerman, b. --
2 Richard Zimmerman, b. --

8 Samuel Woodruff, (8th d1ild of Richard and Anne Clement); b. 1829; 
d. 1889: m. Jane Cooper; Issue: (6) 

1 Richard t-1. Woodruff, b. 1848 
2 James Woodruff, b. 1849; d. 1852 
3 John Woodruff, b. 1849; d. 1849 
4 Sylvester Woodrun·, b. 1856 1 v 1 5' 
5 ~l argar<:t L. Woodruff. b. 1857 
6 Emma R. Woodruff, b. 1858; m. Charles F. Peters 

Mnrin Woodruff, (3rd child of Ezekiel); b. 1786; d. 1805;"01. Samuel DeVeau~; 
No issue. 

H cmy ~ugustus :Woodru(T. (4th child of Ezekiel); b. July 6, 1790; d. Sept. 30, 
1864: m. Feb. 29, 181 1 Olive Edwards: Issue: (1 1) 

l Wellington \VoodruiT, b. 1816: d. 1823 
2 Richard Hall Woodruff, b. 1818: d. 1854; m. Rhoda Smith 
3 ~la,ria DeVeau~ Woodruff. b. Sept. 4, 1821: d. --: m. Sept. 15, 1848, 

D. C. Haynes; he died in 1875. 
4 William Edward Woodruff; b. Dec. 10, 1824; d. Feb. 12, 1899; m. 

Caroline (Ely) Jl ubbard (b. 1836; d. Mar. 7, 1871); 
Issue: (I) 

1 Edward ]Jaynes Woodruff. b. Apr. 4, 1859; d. Jan. 16, 1933. 
5 John Woodruff. b. 1827: d. 1827 
6 Henry Au,~:u<tus Woodruff Jr., b. Jan. 17, 1828: d. :-lay 26, 1864; m. 

Virginia Rachel Peters (b. Jan. 1, 1839; d. May 18, 1912) 
He was :1 surgeon in the United Stntes Army nnd was 
killed ;,, the B~ ttlc of the Wilderness, ~ l ay 26, 1864. 

7 Olive 1'- l:1ry Wood miT. h. 1831 : d. 1831. 
Will inm Woodruff. (.5th child of Ezekiel), b. Oct. 1. 1793; d. June 27, 1860: 

m. \lnrg:Het Clement< (b. ~far. 29, I 79-1: cl. Dec. 2, 
1882): Issue: (7) 

1 Samuel DeVeaux Woodruff• . Ost child of William and ~l:~rg:-oret Clement) 
b. ~lnr. 28, 1819: d. Oct. 28, 1904; m. Jane Caroline 
Sanderson (b. Aug. 19, 1827; d. Feb. 15, 1912); 
Issue: (4) 

1 Alfred Sanderson W<'oclru/T. 1st rhild of Snmucl DeVeaux): b. Dec. 
30. I 8.').5: cl. ~far. 20. 1926: m. Georgina Ross: Issue (3) 

1 Gladys Caroline Woodruff. (I st child of Alfred Sanderson); b. 
Apr. 21 1891: m. 1st Jnn. 28, 1914 D'Arcy Fowles 
Hil ton: Issue: (1): m. 2nd Aug. 4, 1925, Dr. William 
J aln<'S Chapman: Issue: (2) 

1 William D<'V<'aux Woodruff Hilton. b. }.f:w 17, 1916: d. 
ov!'rs!'a<: m. Aug. 3. 1940 Errol L<'one Groch: 'o issue 

2 William Tames Lloyd Chnnmnn. b. Scot. 2, 1926: m. Tunc 
14. 19.')2 Vnlcrie Ann Rose Ashwell (h. :'llnr. 15, 19281: 
Tssue: (I) 

I Anne Cnrolin<' Esine Chapman, b. --
3 Nancy Cco",~:inn Elizabeth Chapman. b. 1\lar. 15. 19211: 

m. June· 28. 19.51 F•<'CI<'rick Alan Gr<'cnwood (b. D<'c. 
27. 19271: Tssue: (3) 

1 Susan Caroline Stephani<' Greenwood, b. Apr. 10, 1953 
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2 Alan William ChapJnan Greenwood, b. Feb. 13, 1955. 
3 Sarah Ellis Ross Greenwood, b. May 9, 1956. 

2 Samuel DeVeau.x Woodruff (2nd child of Alfred Sanderson); b. 
Nov. 3, 1893; d. 1918 (KJJled in action) 

3 William Alfred Woodruff, (3rd child of Alfred Sanderson); b. 
Aiug. 19, 1899; m. Feb. 6, 1924 Margaret MacBeth; 
Issue: (2) 

1 Margaret Jane Ashton Woodruff, b. Feb. 13, 1925; m. Sept. 
19, 1953 James Caldwell Corkery; Issue: (1) 

1 Kiirke Woodruff Corkery; b. June 15, 1954 
2 Samuel DeVeaux Woodruff, b. Nov. 13, 1929; m. June 

5, 1954 Nancy Aileen Blundell; Issue: (2) 
1 Samuel DeVeaux Woodruff, b. Mar. 18, 1955 
2 Catherine Elizabeth Woodmff, b. July 11, 1958 

2 Hamilton Rillaly Woodruff, (2nd child of Samuel DeVeaux); b. Dec. 
22, 1857; d. Nov. 3, 1932; m. Nov. 21, 1894 Julia 
Cleveland; Issue: (1) ,...,..~.,.~ 

1 Margaret Julia Woodruff, b. AJ?r . 28, 1896; m. Nov. 25, 1919 "" ' '"1 

Percy Carruthers Band; Issue: (3) d . A Ptll'- 1'S 1 <'15'1-
::/ , 1 Charles Woodruff Band, b. Nov. 9, 1921; m. Dec. 28, 1946 

Elizabeth Martin; Issue: (2) Jil : ~" l tl"" ~ . 
1 Martin Woodruff Band, b. Oct. 17, 1949 
2 Jennifer Band, b. Aug. 19, 1951 Nev . '2. '>- \G\<''c:! 

2 Margaret Elizabeth Band, b. June 6, 1924; m. May 1, 1948 9 N<> v 
£ric Walter Taylor; Issue: (3) 2-i IV\': 

1 Christopher Eric Taylor, b. Feb. 25, 1951 
2 Margaret Julia Taylor, b. May 4, 1954 
3 Eric Burk Taylor, b. Jan. 14, 1958 

3 R(i>bert DeVeaux Woodruff Band, b. Sept. 11, 1927 
3 W'elland DeVeaux Woodruff, (3rd child of Samuel DeVeaux); b.Apr. 

30, 1861; d. Dec. 13, 1920; m. 1st lsobel Price (b. 
Sept. 7, 1862; d. Jan. 16, 1902); No issue; m. 2nd 
Nne 23, 1915 Anne Leslie Wallis (b. Oct. 6, 1874; 
d. Feb. 9, 1934); Issue: (1) 

1 W.lelland DeVeaux Woodruff (2nd), b. July 4, 1917; m. Sept. 10, 
1~41 Helen Clair Alice i\htrdoch (b. Sept. 26, 1918); 
Issue: (.'3) 

1 'Weiland DeVeaux Woodruff (3rd), b. Nov. 3, 1942. 
2 A11ne ~htrdoch Woodruff b. Aug. 28, 1946 
3 James Murdoch Woodruff. b. l\•lar. 26, 1949 

• -)'Ie vas educated 'in Lewiston, N.Y., and the Grantham Academy in St. Cathar· 
ine~ O~tariq. lie studied engineerint:: and began his profession in Lockport, N.Y. but 
shortly mo'o!ed to St. CathariQ<'S and ent<:>rcd the emnlovment of the Government as 
Assjstarlt Engin~er of. the Weiland Canal. Later he became Superintendent. which 
post he held for twenty-eight year . 

4 Thoma;s Adams WoodrufF, (4th child of Samuel DeVeaux); b. Jan. 

I 4, 1865: m. Feb. 7. 1914 Mrs. Mabel Oirden. 
2 Joseph !Augustine Woodruff• (2nd child of William and Margaret Clement) 

I I b. 1820: d. 1886: m. ,Tulia Claus; Issue: (2) 
1 Arhy Augusta \foodruff, h. 1851: m. Henry Miller; Issue: (4) 

1 Hblen E thel 1--•liller. b. 1877: d. 1879 
2 A f Y Oonst.'\nce Miller. b. 1880: d. 1949 
3 1 N~talie Chlus Miller, b. 1881: d. 1943 
4 ~-T nry !Eduard Miller, b. 1883; d. 1884 

2 M rga et Julia Woodruff, b. 1857; m. William Marston: Issue: (2) 
1 lilliarh ' . i\hrston. b. 1881 
2 Pi rce ~farston, b. 1883: m. 1st Marjorie - - - ; Issue: (1); m. 2nd 

I 
Tonn J. _ _ , No issue 

l ,~?illiafu Marston. b. ---
3 Riehar< W odruff••l (3rrl child of William and Margaret Clement); b. 

I 1$22: d. 1887; m. Cornelia McCrumb; Issue: (6) 
1 Arthur Mc<frunl> Woodruff, b. 1855; d. 1857 
2 Jokcph August s Woodruff, h. 1856; d. 1901: m. Elizabeth Kelly; 

1 l Is ue: (4) 
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1 J~mes ;Richard Woodruff, b. 1880 
2 George Albert Woodruff, b. 1883; m. Ruth Wigg; Issue: (2) 

1 )O$cph Woodruff, b. ---
2 Eva Woodruff, b. ---

3 Ashen! Howard Woodruff, b. 1885 
4 Olive Henry Woodruff, b. 1891; m. Charles Class; Issue: (2) 

1 llclen Class, b. ---; m. William Kirby 
2 Frederick Donald Class; b. ---; m. Arlene Bums 

3 ~lnrietta Woodruff, b. 1858; d. 1905; m. Frederick Self; Issue: (1) 

4 
5 
6 

1 Winifred Self, b . ---
Id~ Woodruff, b. 1860; d. 1939 
Albert Woodruff. b. 1861 
Helen Atki•1son Woodruff, b. 1866; d. 1924; m. George A. Hamilton; 

Issue: (1) 
1 Do.rothy Woodrut'F Hamilton, b. ---; m. 1st John Claus; m. 

2nd Hayden llolden 
4 Julia A. Woodruff, (4th child of William and ~largaret Clement); b. Apr. 

3, 1825; d. july 12, 1870. 
5 Helena Woodruff, (5th child of William and ~largaret Clement); b. 1828; 

d. ~lay 21, 1892; m. j oseph Patterson Boomer (b. 1825; 
d. Dec. 9, 1872); Issue: ( I) 

1 \ViUiam \Voodr11 fl Boomer, b. ---
6 Dr. William Woodruff, (6th child of William and ~ larl(aret Clement); b. 

Aug. 15, 1830; d. Aug. 11, 1908. 
7 Hel)ry Countc•· Woodruff, (7th child of William and Mar~arot Clement); 

b. Jan. 12, 1833; d. Aug. 16, 1916; m. Mar. 12, 1865 
Emma Eloise Osgood (b. Sept. 22, 1835; d. Oct. 31, 
1928) Issue: (4) 

1 Heury !toward Woodruff, b. Apr. 7. 1866; d. ~far. 1·1, 1868 
2 Wminm Emmason Woodruff, b. ~lay 8, 1870; d. Apr. 5, 1953; m. 

Feb. 6, 1897 ~lincrv~ Beatrice ~fills (b. Dec. 7, 1871; 
d. ~lay 18, 1952); Issue: (3) 

1 Osgood ~fills 'Woodruff, h. Dec. 13, 1897; d. :'.far. 29, 1906 
2 Norris Counsell Woodruff. h. Oct. 20, 1901; m. Apr. 4, 1923 

~label ~ ( arion Fleming (b. Oct. 12, 1903); Issue: (2) 
• - He was a sheriff of Lincoln County and on<' of the original incorporators of 

the Zimmerman Bank, Founded in 1855 by Samu<'l Zimmerman. 

;"( 

00- He was a merchant in St. Davids. 
1 Laurence David Woodruff. b. Feb. 20, 1924: m. May 23, 

1947 Elizabeth :O..Iunro Wilcox (b. Feb. 15, 1924); 
Issue: (2) 

James L:\urcncc Dudley Woodruff, b. Apr. 3. 1951 
2 :-!orris David Woodruff. b. ~tar. 20, 1953 

2 Madelon ~Iinerva Woodruff, h. Oct. 26, 1926; m. Mar. 30, 
1946 Lt.-Cclr. Robert Arthur !..~idler (b. Nov. 14, 
1924); Issue: (3) 
Ernn Louis<' Laidler, b. Sept. 29, 1947 

2 Francine Elb-.abeth Laidler, b . Apr. 9, 1950 
3 Robert Brant Laidler, b. May 9, 1955 

3 Lillian Beatrice Woodruff, b. Feb. 20, 1904; d. ~IM. 2, 1904 
3 Emma Eloise Woodruff, b. 1872; d. Apr. 2, 1944; m. fl enry David 

Symmes; Issue: (2) 
1 Henry Woodruff S· mmcs, b. 1897; d. 1946; m. Anne Robertson; 

No Issue 
2 Paul D:tvid Symmes, b. ---; d. 193.5 

4 Hugh Malcolm Woodruff, b. Feb. •I. 1876; d. Feb. 27, 1952; m. June 
29, 1898 Mar>' Wilhelmina Adams; Issue: (2) 

1 Wilfred Adams Woodruff, b. Apr. 30, 1899; m. June 21, 1934 
Marion M ncPherson; Issue: (2) 

1 Bruce Anthony Woodruff. b. Sept. 15, 1936 
2 ll lary Caroline Woodruff, b. J..•lay 7, 1941 

2 Julio Eloise Woodruff, b. June 28, 1902; m. Warren Perry; 
Issue: (2) 
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1 ~Jn<--. PHr), b ~o, , 21, 1929. m. Lt:slw Denung; lmoc; 2 ) 
I \\ oru n l>enunJ.:. b June.- 21, 1951 
2 Su olo I>< "' h \on::. 1956 

2 Su on l'trn , lo J) c 21 193.1, m . 1956 S.l\"' Ct-orgiou, 
.. tlo• 11 C:ro • ('!.• 
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CHAPTER IV 

IN RETROSPECT 

History is not hard to find in Upper Canada. \Vherever one goes, 

there is not far away some fort or shrine, some weathered building, some 

battle field or brooding monument where history hangs with an almost 

visihlc presence. Such places bring back memories of the spirit and high 

resolve of a people who cherished freedom enough to fight and die for it. 

The LO)'nlists and the Pioneers carne this way in a turbulen t time. 

Hardship and danger were a way of life and security was unknown. l3ut 

the>' came to stay. The privations and sorrows of frontier life they bore 

with dignity and quiet courage. Here they made their homes and raised 

their families. Here they toiled and fought to win a free life for them­

selves and a brighter future for their children. And here they built a 

new Nation. 

THE UNITED E~tPIRE LOYALISTS 

There have been many fine books about the Loyalists but none has 

rendered thcm more justice than is their due. They suffered much for 

their convictions - confiscation of thcir land and wealth, imprisonment. 

calumny and inh~1man abuse. An easy decision could have alleviated their 

persecution hut their loyalty to the Crown held them steadfast and they 

chose to endure the further hardships involved in hacking out new homes 

for theiT families in the Canadian wilderness under conditions that would 

quell all but the stoutest hearts among them. They arc justly venerated 

in Canad<l for the blood they shed and the lives they gave that changed 

the course of our history. llut for the Loyalists and the like thinking 

settlers who followed quickly in their footsteps, this country might for all 

time have been peopled and dominated by a French speaking Catholic 

race. And later, but for these same men and women, the whole of Canada 

might have become the fourteenth American State. On the Centennial of 

the settlement of Upper Canada by the United Empire Loyalists (1784-

1884), celebrations were held at Adolphustown, Toronto and Niagara. The 

Committee published a record of the proceedings in 1885, including a 

speech by Ht. Hev. T. B. Fuller, a former Bishop of Niagara, from which 

the following is an excerpt: 

"I have ever admired the noble body of men who sacrificed their all­

their comfortable farms and everything they had accumulated-for a 

principle, that of loralty to the British Crown. There wcre other colonies 
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in the British Empire whose first settlers were convicts, viz.: Botan>' Bay 
and Van Dieman·s Land, but such was not the case with our country. lt 

was settled by men of principle-by men of education. There arc men 
little removed from the beast that perishes-who have no principle, who 
arc satisfied to live under any Government so long as their bodi ly wants 
are satis6ed. Such were not the early settlers of Upper Canada-such were 
not the men who settled in the Niagara district, the Butlers, the Balls, the 
Swayzes, the Seroopes, the Whitmores, the \'Voodruffs, the Stalls, the 
Gregories, the Nelleses, the Pettits, the Lundys, the Kerbys, the Warrens, 
the Macklems, the Rykmans, the Ryersons and the thousands of United 
Empire Loyalists." 
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CHAPTER V 

NIAGAHA (Newark) 

The first capital of Upper Canada where, in 1792, the first Parliament 

of Upper Canada enacted a constitution that gave us our first real laws of 
freedom and the right to trial by jury. 

:\iagara at her zenith was the rail ring place for U .E. Loyalists and 

all who sought a just and liberal way of life under the protection of their 
king. 

Jf we can remember nothing else of Niagara, le t it l·c enshrined in 

the heart of every Canadian that it was here our enlightened forefathers 

enacted a statute abolishing negro slavery - the first such net b)' any state 
or nat ion in the world! \\ 'hi!e statesmen of the great nations, including 
our neighbor to the South, were still groping in the dark, this beneficent 

infant government held aloft a torch for all mankind. 

The end of the \\"ar of 1812-18H left the once beautiful town of 

Newark a scene of utter desolation. Every house had bcC'n burnt. The 
thick wails of St. J\1lark"s, the two forts and the batteries were a ll that 
broke' the dead level of rubbish and ashes. othing more discouraging 

could be imagined than the prospects before the townspeople who came 

back to start life anew. But come back they did. The Journals of the 
Legislative Assembly for 1828 reveal a total of 1262 people in the town 
and 161-l people in what then constituted the Niagara District. And some 

of the more enterprising of these were prepared to provide their neighbors 
with either the necessities of life (21 shops) or a flagon of spirits for their 

solace (86 Inn Keepers). And these solid citizens did not welcome itinerant 
competition. There were only 3 Horse Pedlars and 1 Foot Pedlar, their 

number discouraged by the intentionally punitive license fees of £.10 for 

the huckster who could afford a horse and of .£.5 if he couldn't. 

Because l'\iagara lay under the guns of the enemy across the river, 
York (Toronto) was chosen for the new scat of Parliament. Jn 1829 William 

Hamilton Merritt and his associates began the Weiland Canal. These two 

factors led to 1 iagara's rapid eclipse for the old trade route by portage 
around the Falls was killed by the new rival. Many interests in the towns 
of Niagara, Queenston and Chippewa were ruined. Niagara's trade with 

the interior was cut off and many of her people moved either to York or 

to the new town on the canal, St. Catharines. 

Historic old St. ~Jark"s Church, built originally from bricks brought 
overseas as ballast in sailing ships, contains many valuable records of 

early life in the community. During the Rector's incumbency circa 1829, 
the money to build the Rectory was partly collected by two sisters, Mrs. 
\V. II. Dickson and :1\lrs. Woodruff. This is mentioned by Janet Carnochan 

in her "History of Niagara"' but there is no further identification. 
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CHAPTER VI 

ST. DAVIDS 

"Mr. Richard Woodruff made the first settlement of this place in the 
year 1800," says the ''Historical Atlas for the Counties of Lincoln and 
Weiland". But the village takes its name from Major David Secord of 
Butler's Rangers, who built a mill there about 1786 at the head of Four 
Mile Creek. William Henry Woodwff, second son of Richard (who was 
my great grandfather William's brother) married Mary Secord, the daughter 
of Major David Secord who was the third son of James and Laura 
(Ingersoll) Secord. 

St. Davids was wantonly burned by the American forces in 1814, led 
by Colonel Stone of the New York Militia who was dismissed from the 
services of his country for the crime. The circumstances arc vividly des­
cribed by Mrs. David Secord and her daughter, Mrs. William Henry Wood­
ruff in Chapter IX of "The Story of Laura Secord" by Emma A. Currie, as 
follows: 

The burning of St. Davids by the American forces, July 19, 1814, was 
another of those unjustifiable and indefensible acts which added to the 
cruelties of the struggle and increased the hatred towards the invaders. It 
was never defended by the Americans, and the officer at whose command 
the torch was applied was court-martialcd and dismissed from the service. 
The circumstances, as related by Mrs. Secord, wife of .Major David Secord, 
were verified by her daughter, Nlrs. Woodruff and her husband tvlr. Wood­
ruff gave additional information." 

"A picket of Canadian volunteers was stationed under the command 
of Cornet Henry \\ 'oodruff near the place now owned by ;\lr. Fairlie. 
This point was on the direct road leading to Shipman's Corners (now St. 
Catharines). Another road leading to the same place, striking the main 
road at the Ten Mile Creek (now Homer). A few rods from Mr. Fairlie's 
was the road leading to Short Hills, called the Thorold Hoad, and another 
road leading to the township of Stamford. An American scouting party 
attempted to pass through the line, but was warned not to make the 
attempt, as it would be fired upon. No one was injured but the horse of 
the commanding officer was killed. He made terrible threats of vengeance, 
upon which Cornet Woodruff told him he should be thankful that it was 
his horse instead of himself." No one thought anything serious would 
result. Two days after, in the afternoon, notice was given to the people 
to leave, as the place was to be bw·ned. One cannot describe the surprise 

57 



ST. OA \"IDS 

and terror with which these tidings were received. The women were 

husy a t their usual avocations. Their husbands and brothers were awa>'· 

Hurriedly the children were sent to a place of safety, .\Irs. Secord directing 

them to go to her brother's, .\lr. Thomas Page of Pelham. Few had horses, 

wagons or conveyances of any kind; mostly a ll had to go on foot. .\Irs. 

Secord placed some of the more valuable articles of furniture in a wagon, 

hoping to save them, but she was unable to get away. Then collecting her 

own cows and those of her neighbors, she drove them to Lewis Smith's, 

a farm about a mile from St. Davids. 1t was ncar 6 p.m. when she left, 

and she could sec the gleam of bayonets as the Americans came on the 

Qucenston road. She said: ·· During the evening we could sec the smoke 

and flames rising from our burning homes. The road was filled with 

people, and I had hard work to find my children. The next morning my 

husband was on patrol duty with anothrr officer. As he saw the crowd, 

'That looks like my flock," h<.' said to his companion, and rode rapidly 

forward to sec what \\'aS the cause. He soon heard thr dreadful story, 

that his home, thr mills and other buildings were nothing but a heap of 

ashes. \~lc stayed some days in Pelham , and when I came back I found, 

in pure wantoncss. they had cl<.'stroycd a number of young pigs and burned 

them in the ruins of our house. This at the time seemed m>' greatest loss, 

for J had depended upon these for winter usc." 

So apparently this ruthless act was precipitated by Cornet Henry 

\\'oodruff in pursuit of his militar)' duties. This was most probably Henry 

Augustus \Voodruff, brother of Richard and \·Villiam, who according to 

family records was given a commission in the British 19th Dragoons. The 

British 19th was stationed in th<.' :-\iagara District in 1814 and they enlisted 

many Canadians but thei r names, even the ofllcers, were nev<.'r transferred 

to Canadian 1\lilitary Records which embrace only the .\lilitia and other 

Canadian Units. 

The Niagara Historical Society in Pamphlet No. 27, lists buildings 

burned and ckstroyed in St. Davids by General Brown's Arm)'· 19t11 July, 

1814, including the following: 

David Secord, 3 houses, barns, mill 
Richard \Voodruff, house, shop 
\Viclow Clement, house, barn 
David Secord, house, etc. 
\\'idow Secord, house 
Timothy Street, houses, shop 

£224 
........... £300 

£ 600 
£375 
£500 
£430 

Though condign punishment was swiftly administered to the enemy 

as Youngstown, ?.lanehester, Lewiston and Buffalo were put to the torch 

by our troops, St. Davids never recovered her former importance for the 
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same reasons that affected :1'\iagara. 
At one time St. Davids boasted a brcwen·, a tannery, a dist illery, a 

furniture factory and several grist mills. St. Davids had, in fact, become 
the centre of the miiling industry and was first designated as ''Four l\Jilc 
Creek ~dills." 

For a short time Will iam Lyon l\ lacKenzie published his newspaper 
in St. Davids. T here was another press, the "Spectator" ... "Printed and 
Published for the Proprietors at St. Davids, Upper Canada; Every Friday 
morning at fou r dollars per annum (one half payable in advance; less than 
one year payable in advance). Elijah Secord, Secretary; Richard Cockcrall, 
Editor." This press later removed to :\iagara where it continued for a 
number of years. T\\'o issues of this paper are in the collection of Percy 
C. Band of Toronto and arc of interest for advertisement notices which 
they carry concerning the partnership of H enry Augustus \\'oodruff (1790 

1861) with Timothy Street, a prominent merchant of the community and 
arc q uotcd as foHows: 

From Vol. 1-No. 14 of Feb. 2, 1816 

Street & Woodruff 
Saddlers 

Respectful ly inform thei r friends and the public in 
general that they have eommenced the Saddlery & 
Harnessing Business, in all its various branches, in 
the village of St. Davids, and Ratter themselves from 
the knowledge they have of their business, to give 
general satisfaction and hope to receive a share of 
the public patronage. The)' keep constantly on hand 
or make on short notice all kinds of 

Saddle Caps 
Brid les 
Portmanteaus 
Valices 
Trunks & etc. 

N.B. Cash paid for Deer's Hair, Coarse Wool and 
Se,ving Thread 

(The Deer's Hair referred to the hides with the hair left on which 
were used for the making of trunks). 

It seems that the partners found that being "in harness" together was a 
little too confining for thei r personalities since this confident venture proved 
short lived. In Vol. l -I o. 18 of the "Spectator" elated May 3, 1816 appears 
a notice of dissolution of the partnership with the advice that the business 
would be carried on by Timothy Sb·eet alone. 
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During the War of 1812-1814, the British held St. Davids seven times, 

the Americans six and in between there were periods when it was virtually 
;\ "no man's land". During the campaign, the Government of Upper 

Canada was moved to wherever the Lieutenant Governor made his head­
quarters and St. Davids bore the distinction of becoming the Capitol of 

Upper Canada for several months under De Rottenberg and Drummond in 
1813 and again for a short time under Drummond in 1814. 

St. Davids next short burst of fame (or infamy) came during the 

Rebellion and was due in part at least to the same Major David Secord 
who sheltered Robert Gourlay there when he was sick and fr iendless and 

no one else dared to do so. Thereafter St. Davids was known to some as 
the ''Rel;el Hole". 

An old l'\iagara newspaper advertisement evidences the formation of 

a limited company whose object was to sink a test well for petroleum or 
salt. A Henry Woodruff is listed as one of those interested but there is 

no record of the results of this enterprise. 

Defore the burning there were many fine substantial homes but not 
many were rebuilt on their former scale. ''\Voodbotu·ne" where my grand­

parents lived was a large and dignified place with spacious landscaped 

grounds and as a }'Outh r spent many happy homs there, espcciall r in the 
cavernous (and forbidden, of course) attic where were stored family 

records and remnants of Lincoln Militia equipment including uniforms 
and a sword which a Woodruff had carried against the Yankees and the 

Yankee inspil'ed Fenian rabble. My grandfather, Henry Counter Wood­
ruff built \;l,'oodbournc and the next house to the North was built by my 

great grandfather William. At first we thought \\"illiam's house was clap­
board but investigation disclosed hand made bricks between the inner 

and outer walls. Either it was recovered at some time or more probably, 
the bricks were used to fill the wall space for insulation and weather 

proofing a custom prevalent in New England. There arc four Adam 
period fire places in the four front rooms in a good state of preservation. 

Each is carved different!>' and has been much admired. The kitchen still 
has the huge brick fireplace with the bake oven attached. The bake oven has 

separate Hues from the main fireplace. Examples of this construction have 

become quite rare. The Boor beams of this house are of walnut. 

Another fine old red brick house of Georgian period is "Locust Hall," 
the home of Paul Woodruff, son of Francis, grandson of Richard Napoleon 

and great grandson of Richard (King Dick) who was Ezekiel's eldest son. 
Paul is the 4th generation \'Voodruff to live in this house whose white 

dining room mantel is listed in the Royal Ontario Museum. The doorway 
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with its fan and sidelights is sketched in "The Picture Callery of Canadian 
History" by Canada's famous historical artist, C. W. Jefferys, R.C.A., and 
is described as follows: 

·'Locl:St Hall;' St. Davids, was bui' t in 1820 and has been owned and 
occupied by the Woodruff family for four generations. They have appre­
ciated the fine architectural qualities of their house and it has been left 
intact and in harmony with its period. The walls are built of brick (smaller 
than those of today) laid in F lemish bond fashion, i.e., alternate "headers" 
and ''stretcher," sides and ends; with stone quoins at the corners and stone 
lintels and sills for the windows." 

Among this family's many treasured possessions is General Brock's 
jewel box, left there when the General stayed at the house for a time during 
the campaign of 1812-1814 and a beautifully hand written ledger from 
"King Dick's" general store. 

lvlajor David Secord owned the land adjoining that part of my grand­
father's property (which was to become my father's farm) and which is 
now the St. Davids Golf Cou1·se. Major Secord donated that portion 
where the old ~ lethodist Church used to be in order to provide a local 
burying ground and here rest many of the \Voodruffs, the Clements, the 
DeVcauxs and the Secords. Originally this was the St. Davids Wesleyan 
Chapel. An old document dated September 5, 1820 and drawn by Ezekiel 
Woodruff describes the purchase of the one acre of land from David 
Secord for the sum of five shillings. This document names the stewards of 
the church and lays down some strict rules for the conduct of its affairs 
particularly with respect to any visiting ministers who might feel inclined 
to deviate slightly from the published doch·ines of John Wesley. The 
founders who all signed the document were: Ezekiel \\'oodruff, \Yilliam 
Woodruff, Richard Woodruff, David Secord, Timothy Street, the Rev. 
Henry Pope, George Shaw and Josiah Brown. 

Among other social activities of the early days in which the Wood1·u1fs 
took their part, were the local Library, The Mechanics Institute (for the 
promotion of the Arts and Sciences) and the Benevolent Society. The last 
named was organized to look after the needy in the district but each case 
was investigated by a visiting inspector and Richard Woodruff was listed 
as one of these while his brother William was a member of the "Collectors" 
committee. ("History of iagara" by Janet Carnochan). When news of 
the great suffering in lreland resulting from the potato famine was received, 
the "Mail" published a list of contributors and Richard is shown as donat­
ing £25 and William £10 which were sizeable amounts for the time. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE WAH OF 1812 - 1814 

Though the \\'oodruffs, the Clements and the Secords fought in other 

ba,tles of this war, they are particularly identified with the great victorr 

won at Qucenston Heights. 

For some unfortunate reason now buried in the dim past, most of the 

accounts of that Battle stress the valor of the York Volunteers and the 

British Regulars who, as a matter of fact, took a bad beating on the morn­

ing when the action began. Engaged were tlwee Battalions of York 

Volunteers from the North shore of Lake Ontario and four Battalions of 

Lincoln ~Jilitia from the South shore. The 1st Battalion of Lincolns in 

which Richard and \\'illiam served, was drawn from Niagara and Gran­

tham Townships. 

Lt.-Col. E. A. Cruikshank in "The History of the 13th Battalion" 

states that it is not surprising that as the Count)' of Lincoln as it was then 

constituted, formed the principal area of the war, that its ~lilitia should be 

called to arms more freql•entl)' than any other in actual defence of its 

homes. 

~len whose homes and families lay directly in the path of the menace 

were inspired to their utmost. The Yorks and the British were far from 

theirs and though most official accounts stress the part they pla)'ed, the 

fact remains that this was a purely local victory. 

When General Brock fell assaulting the Heights, command fell to 

General Shcaffe who led his men by a route near St. Davids (which now 

bears an historical marker designated: ''Sheaffe's Path to Victory") and 

struck the surprised enemy on their Aank. It was a complete rout and those 

who did not surrender beat an ignominious retreat. American forces out­

numbered ours by four to one but when they heard the war cries of our 

loyal Indian allies, some of their militia reserves refused to cross the river 

to help their hard pressed comrades holding the Heights. 

Eight of eleven companies under General Sheaffe were Lincoln ~!ilitia 

and it was their char~c that saved the day. Of eleven officers cited by 

Sheaffe, eight were Lincoln ~!ililia men. These are all facts which you 

can verify and then assess for yourself the validity of our official histories 

which arc so lavish in their praise of the Yorks and the British Regulars. 

Outnumbered and out-gunned, our pioneer forefathers administered 
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forgotten. 

T il E \\'AR OF 1812-1814 

the enemy which most of her historians have convenient~\-, 

My great grandfather \\'illiam gives an eye-witness account of the 
battle in a letter to David Thorburn of Queenston, a prominent merchant 
who later represented the County in Parliament. The original le tter is 
in the collection of Percy C. Band of Toronto, but it is reproduced in 
"The Story of Laura Secord" as follows: 

Dear Sir, 

St. Davids, 
July 29, J 8-!0. 

As you may be in want of somt' historical knowledge respecting the 
Battle of Queenston Heights, etc. On tlw morning of the 13th of October. 
1812, a little before da}•light, the American army commenced crossing the 
river. 

Our forces consisted of the Grenadier and Light Company of the 49th 
Hegiment (the whole before General Brock arrived was commanded by 

Capt. Dennis of the 49th Reg.) Two companies of the York Flanks, two 
from the head of the lake, the two flank companies of the 1st. Hegiment 
L.~l., also two from the Forty .\file Creek. lay at :\'iagara. \\'e were put 
undt•r arms about daylight. 

I sa'' the late Gen. Brock start from the Government House at ~iagara . 
followed h) his aide. the late Col. \l aedonell. He left orders that a~ soon 
as tlw troops and militia could he ~ot into line, to march to Quccnston. 

\\ 'c left :-- iagara about sunrise, and arrived at Durham's soon after. 
\Ve made a small halt, and tlwn marched up the hill to about wlwrc .\Jr. 
Steplwns now lives; but before we got there we saw a small llring on the 
hill ahout the place where the hustings are erected, wlwn we were 
informed that, after the death of Gen. Brock, the gallant Col. ~lacdondl 
had led up a small force to oppose the Americans, where he ret·civcd his 
death wound. \\ 'e then met our small force on retreat. Gen. Shcaffc 
arriH•d about this time and assunwd the command. \\'e then deployed 
throu~h S. \'room an's. .\I r. llamilton·~ ,mel Philip .\I iddeau 's llclds. and 
~ained the hills without any opposition through the fields where James 
\\'ill iams now lives. \\ 'c marclwd b' old :'\l r. Chisholm's house, and 

' 
formed a line in which are now l)r. llamil ton 's fields, the ,\ mericans 
occupying the point of the moun tain with a front of about a quartt•r of a 
mile, it being covered with brush and t imber, we being wholly without 
t·overing of any kind. \Ve lwrc waited eyc•ing each other for about an 
hour, waiting for the two flank companies of the 2nd Hcgiment ~ l iliti a, 

and the Grenadier Company of the ·llst Hcgiment. The former arrived . 
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\Ve were then ordered to advance. Our little field pieces commenced 

firing. It was returned by the Americans, with a six-pounder masked in 

the brush. A rapid advance was ordered, without firing a musket shot on 

our part, until a short distance from the enemy under cover of the woods 

and underbrush. We were then ordered to halt and fire, which was done. 

About this time the company of the 41st joined us on our extreme right. 

\Ve stood still but a short time, until , 1 supposed, we were ordered to 

advance with a double quick time. {this is certainly a modest description of 

the bayonet charge of the Lincoln Militia). The musketry made such a noise 

I heard no orders, but as others moved we all followed. The object, I 

supposed, was to dislodge them from their cover, and, if possible, take 

their field-piece, for without knowing or seeing (for the smoke was dense), 

we, our company, came smack against their field-piece, which when we 

advanced, I suppose they had abandoned. 

The General and his aide, no doubt, as they ought to do, had a 

position where all was clear to them, but as the wind blew from the enemy 

we had their smoke and ours in our faces. To be more brief, the Americans, 

not being under discipline, would not be brought up again after they broke, 

but sought concealment under the bank . Our regulars and militia forces 

numbered about eight hunch·ed and perhaps from eighty to one hundred 

Indians. I must observe that the most severe and destructive part of the 

engagement to our people was in the morning before and a little after the 

death of General Brock. The prisoners after the engagement numbered 

about nine hundred, exclusive of the dead and wounded. 

Sir, all this is from personal observation by myself. I may err in some 

minutiae, but it is correct in the main featttres. 

I have written a great deal without conveying much intelligence. 

David Thorburn, 
Queens ton. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

SOME MORE RECENT PORTRAITS 

Henry Counter Woodruff (my grandfather) as a young man of twenty­
five, held a commission as Ensign in the 1st Battalion of the Lincoln Militia. 
The certificate from Sir Edmund Walker Head is addressed to "Henry 
Woodruff, Gentleman" and is dated April 29, 1859. 

Henry Counter was thirty-two when he married Emma Eloise Osgood 
at the bride's home in "Williamsville, N.Y., on March 12th, 1865. Their 
marriage certificate is very quaint, having an engraved wedding scene 
and an embellished border. The witnesses who signed it were Julia A. 
Woodruff, his sister and Horatio A. Osgood, Emma's brother. Both of 
these documents were in Mr. Percy C. Band's collection and he has been 
kind enough to give them to me. 

Henry Counter was a tall, spare man of abstemious habits who took 
great pride in his agricultural and horticultural achievements. The Wood­
ruff red grape and the Woodruff Gage plum, Hsted in nursery catalogs until 
a few years ago, were introduced from stock which he had hybridized. 
My cousin Vlilfred Adams \~'oodruff has the two Gold Medals which Henry 
Counter was awarded for having the best farms in Lincoln County in the 
1880's and a bronze medal awarded to him by the Agriculture and Arts 
Association as third prize for the best Lincoln County farm in 1887. Later 
he became a noted b1·eeder of Short Hom Cattle and the Short Horn Herd 
Books of that period mention him frequently. 

Grandpa farmed over four hundred acres which necessitated employ­
ing help particularly since he devoted much of his time to the large general 
store which he operated on the prominent corner where the roads from 
St. Catharines, Niagara Falls and Queenston meet. This building is still 
there and still in use. 

Grandpa was a pillar of the Presbyterian Church, having made a large 
contribution toward its erection and he donated the land on which its 
Manse was built. 

In the family's possession is a beautiful colored daguenotype of Sarah 
Empey, his wife's mother and a photograph of David Ross Osgood, her 
father. David Ross Osgood was born in Portland, Maine, and he went to 
school there with the poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow whom he knew 
well and was fond of quoting to his child1·en. My grandmother Emma had 
a great interest in her people, the Loyalist Empeys, the Osgoods and the 
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Ross's and fortunately much of this data has been preserved. (Sec Appendix, 
Items 15 and 16). 

WILLIAM EMMASON WOODRUFF, B.A., L.L.B. (my father) 

·when he had to sign his middle name, my father wrote it Emerson. 
Actually it was Emmason, which his mother (Emma Osgood) chose to 
mark him especially hers. 

His scholastic brilliance became apparent at a very early age and his 
parents sent him to hi~h school at St. Catharincs. Strange to relate, he met 

and knew there. David Fleming of Port Dalhousie who many years later 
was to become my father-in-law. Although he had qualified for University 

at sixteen, University College of the University of Toronto, would not 

admit him until he had attained the required age of seventeen in 1887. 

In 1889 he was awarded a Blake Scholarship. He graduated in 1890 
with the degree of Bachelor of Arts when he was nineteen and in 1891 he 

received his L.L.B. In Arts he won first class honors in every subject and 
the first Gold :\fedal to be awarded in the Science of Political Economy. 

He followed the practice of law in partnership with Alexander Fraser 

at Niagara Falls for a number of years. Subsequently he did legal work 

and accounting for the Chatham Natural Gas Company, the Dominion 
Canister Company of Dtmdas and J'vlacKenzie, Mann & Company oF 

Toronto. On this latter assignment we lived for two years in .Monterey, 
~le-.:ico, where 1 contracted typhoid and malaria and the doctor advised 

our return to a temperate climate which was effected with difficulty in 

1908 due to political unrest within the country. 

So my father took over his fruit farm in St. Davids and we lived 

there until I was ready for high school. This farm is now the St. Davids 

Golf Course. Our home was a quarter of a mile away, on the main high­
way, a split level design of poured concrete with the main walls almost a 

foot thick. On the lower level adjourning the dining room was a small 

conscrvatorr where mother started annuals for the garden. I can recall 
the tourists of those days stopping to admire our place with its honeysuckle 

covered verandah, the iV)' covered walls, the perennial beds and ;\[other's 

special pride, her June roses, tea roses and hybrid perpetuals. 

The house was very modern for that time. The living room and 

drawing room on the first floor which also had four bedrooms, were divided 
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slightly by a lace-like archway of finely carved white oak finished in a 
light golden tone. There was a huge hot-air furnace that would burn any 
kind of fuel. In the attic was a lead lined tank to which soft water was 
pumped from a cistern beneath the floor of the large downstairs storage 
room at the back of the house. At first the pumping was done by hand and 
it was quite a chore but later we had a gasoline engine to do the work. ·well 
back from the house was another concrete building which housed an 
acetylene plant where gas was generated for lighting but when electricity 
became available we were provided with a much safer form of illumination. 
So actually we had central heating, soft water for washing and a bathroom 
and kitchen with the same basic fixtures as used today which not many 
countr)' homes could boast at that time. Our drinking water, however, 
came from a well on the property. In 1914, so they could provide a home 
for me while l was going to high school, we moved to 42 Beulah Avenue 
in Hamilton where your mother and I are still living. The old home in 
St. Davids was destroyed by fire and never rebuilt to its former size. 

MINERVA BEATRICE (MILLS) WOODRUFF 
My mother on her father's side, came of a distinguished pioneer 

Loyalist family intimately connected with Hamilton's early history. Her 
great grandfather James Mills (1) came to Upper Canada from Newark, 
New Jersey, in 1793. Her grandfather was the Honorable Samuel Mills 
who sat in the Legislative Council of Canada as a life member from 1849 
until Confederation when he was appointed a Senator. He built and 
donated to the congregation the beautiful stone Gothic Church (All Saints) 
at the corner of King and Queen Streets and he donated a large tract of 
land to the city adjoining Dundurn Park and now known as Harvey 
Park. Her father, James Holton Mills, graduated in law and devoted his 
time to the management of his properties. 

For further interesting history of the i\lills family in addition to the 
extract genealogy given in the Appendix, Item No. 11, you can refer to 
the genealogy compiled by Stanley Mills and published in 1926. ff you 
have no copy you can find one in the Hamilton Public Librar>'· It is 
entitled, "The ~~Iills, Gage and Smith Families." 

Mother was very beautiful and as a girl had many suitors when she 
was attending Loretto, a Catholic convent in Hamilton and later Bishop 
Strachan College for girls in Toronto. She loved the theatre and as a 
belle of her day, took a prominent part in amateur theatricals which were 
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then much in vogue. She met and married my father when she was twenty­

five and he twenty-sb:. 

They celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary in 1947. Mother 

lived to know three of her great grand children, Dad to know about the 

fourth and in this they found great pleasure before dying within a year 

of each other. 

So my grandchildren are the seventh generation Canadian, the 

eleventh generation Colonial English of the family and can reflect with 

pride upon their United Empire Loyalist heritage and Pioneer ancestry. 

(See appendix, Item No. 19). 

Mother was named after her father's sister, Minerva Margaretta Mills 

who married Col. Robert Dillon. The children of this marriage inherited 

the Holy Roman Empire Baronetcy of Lismullen Park, County ?.Ieath, 

Ireland. 
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CHAPTER IX 

SOURCES AND REFERENCES 

I would like to gratefully acknowledge the help given to me in the 
gathering of this material by various members of the family and particularly 
to Wilfred A. Woodruff of St. Davids, Jack H. Woodruff of Niagara Falls 
and Mr. and Mrs. Percy C. Band of Toronto. 

In addition to family records, the following is a list of the sources 
from which this information has been gleaned, each of which contains one 
or more direct references to some member or connection of the family. Many 
of the titles quoted are to be found now only in the Canadiana or Americana 
collections of our libraries or historical societies. There is no doubt further 
data to be found, both from Canadian sources and particularly from the 
records of the State Library in Connecticut. I hope it may be possible for 
some member of the family to pursue this task and for that purpose this 
list should be helpful. 

1. "Colonial Families of the United States" by George N. MacKenzie, L.L.B. 
2. "Woodruff Genealogy" by Frederick 0. Woodruff·, the Everett Print, Boston, Mass., 

1925. 
3. "Genealogical Register of the Town of Litchfield, Conn." by George C. Woodruff, 

I Jartiord press of Case, Lockwood and Brainard, 1900. 
4. Timlow's "History of Southington, Conn."; Hartford, 1875. 
5. "Sketches and Chronicles of the Town of Litchfield, Conn." by Payne Kenyon 

Kilbourne, 1\I.A., Hartford, Conn., 1859. 
6. Cad Andrew's "Woodruff :\ISS. Genealogy" (Connecticut llistoric:tl Society) 
7. julius Cay's copy of "Farmin~ton Hecords" (Genealogical Re<:ords, Vol. 1 from 

''Town Records of Farmington · (Connect icut Historical Society) 
8. "Dexter's Yale Biographies and Annals, 1778-1792". 
Sa. Edwin Stearns' "Middletown, Connecticut Families." 
8b. Edwin Stearn's "Middletown, Conn. Hecords of First Church". 
8c. !'. K. Kilbourne's "Kilborn Ccncalof.(y" (New Haven, Durrie & l,eck, 1856) 
8d. "Genealogy of the Descendants of Thos. Lord" by Kenneth Lord, New York, 1946. 
9. "New England Historical and Genealogica l Hegister". 

10. "Directory of Ancestral Heads of New England Families" by Holmes. 
1 I. "The Centennial of the Settlement of Upper Canada by the United Empire 

Loyalists" published by the Committee. 
12. "Ontarian Families" by Edward N. Chadwick. 
13. "Armoury and Lineages of Canada, 1914". 
14. ''The Province of Ontario, A llistory" (Vol. III) 
15. "The Surrogate Court, County of Lincoln, Records" 
16. R<'co·ds of the Registrar, University of Toronto 
17. "The Simcoe Papers" (Oiltario Jlistorical Socie~) 
18. "lli~toric and Ccntenarv Review, jubilee Ccle >rations, St. George's Pnrish and 

Chur('h. St. Catharines." 
J9. 
20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 
24. 

lllorgml's "Canadian )lien and \ '/omen of Our Time". 
"History of the Niagara Peninsula and the New Weiland Canal" by A. E. Coombs. 
" llistOr)' of the 13th Battalion of Infan try" by Lieut. Col. E. A. Cruikshank, 1899. 
"Chronicles of Canada and its Provinces, Inscriptions and Craves in the Niagara 
Peninsula" (Niagara Historical Society) 
"Landmarks of Canada" a Guide to the J. Ross Robertson Historical Collection. 
Records of the Roval Ontario !11luseum. 
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25. "The J>icturc Gallery of Canadian History" by C. W. Jefferys, R.C.A., L.L.D. 
26. "Proceedings and Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada." 
27. "Scobie's Canadian Almanac" 
28. "Historical Atlas of the Counties of Lin<.-oln and Weiland" by II. R. Page; Toronto, 

1876. 
29. "Crysler and Other Early Settlers in the Township of 'iagara" by J. M. Crysler, 

1936. 
30. "Mills, Gage and Smith Families" by Stanley Mills, 1926. 
31. "The llcnd of the Lake" by C. M. Johnson, 1958. 
32. "The Story of Hamilton" by ~label Burkholder. 
33. "The Story of Laura Secord & Canadian Rt:miniscences" by Emma A. Currie, 19L3 
34. "History of Niagara" by Janet Carnochan. 
35. "Annals of l\ingnra" bY William Kirby, F.R.S.C. 
36. "A .\lemoir of Colonel the llonorable Janlt·• Kerby" br Brig. Gen. E. A. Cruik-

shank. 
37. ''Historic Niagara Falls" by james C. 1\lordcn. 
38. "History of the Campaign on the Niagara Frontier'' by Lieut. Col. E. A. Cruikshank 
39. "The Documentary History of the Campaign on the Niagara Frontier" by Capt. 

E. A. Cruikshank. 
40. "Biography of \V. H. Jllerritt. M.P." 
11. "A Puritan Outpost" by llcrbcrt C. Parsons. 
·12. "The American Loyalists or Biographical Sketches of Adherents to the British 

Crown" by Lorenzo Sabine, Boston, 1847. 
43. MSS Diary of Edward llayncs Woodruff. 
44. Files of the Portland Maine Gazette. 
46. "Canadian Military lnstitutC'-Oillccrs of the British Forces in Canada During the 

War of 1812-1814" by L. l lomfmy Irving, \>Velland Tribune Print, 1908. 
47. " lliston• of the Province of Onta· io" bv William Canniff, F.R.C.S.E. 
48. "Jom nnls of the Legislative Asst·mbly of Canada'' 
49. The Public Archives of Canada. Ottawa . 
.50. Bureau of Archives. Province of Ontario, tlw published reports. 
50a. "Loyalist 1\'arratives from Upper Canada" by James J. Talman. The Chnmpl,lin 

Society, Toronto. 1946. 
51. "Lincoln at Bay" by Ernest Green. 
52. "Statistical A<·cmmt of UPJwr Canada" bv Robe· t Gourlay {London, L822). 
53. "Pioneer Banking in Ontario. the Bank of Upper Canada, 1822-1866" by Edwin 

C. Guillet, JII.A. 
54. ' 'Historv of the Can:~dian Banking Svstem" bv R. M. Breckenridl(c {189.5) 
:>.5. "The Railway Builders" by O;.car D. Skelton (Toronto, 1916). 
56. "Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut." 
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CHAPTER X 

APPENDIX 

Item No. 1 
Notices Concerning the Early Freemen in New England 

Before a member of society could exercise the right to suffrage or 
hold public offi ce, he had to be made a Freeman by the General or 
Quarterly Court. To become such he was required to produce evidence 
that he was a respectable member of some Congregational Church. This 
regulation was so far modified by 1\oyal Order in 1664 as to allow individuals 
to be made Freemen who could obtain certilicates of their being correct in 
doctrine and conduct, from clergymen acquainted with them. In 1631 a 
tes t was devised which required all Freemen to be Church members. This 
was upon the first appearance of a dissent in regard to religious opinions. 
But even this tes t, .in the public opinion, required great caution, as in 1632 it 
was agreed that a civil magistrate should not be an elder in the Church. 

Item No.2 
The Freemen's Oath was the first paper printed .in New England. 

It was printed at Cambridge by Stephen Daye in 1639 upon a single 
sheet, in the manner of a handbill, and without date. It was in the 
following words as established in 1634: 
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"I, being by God's providence, an Inhabitant, and Freeman, 
within the jmisdiction of this Commonwealth, do freely 
acknowledge myself to be subject to the Government thereof. 
And do therefoJ·e do so swear by the great and dreadful 
name of the Everliving God, that I will be true and faithful 
to the same, and wiU accordingly yield assistance and support 
thereunto, with my person and estate, as in equity I am bound; 
and will also truly endeavor to maintain and preserve all 
the liberties and privileges thereof, submitting myself to the 
wholesome Lavvs and Orders made and established by the 
same. And fmther that I will not plot or practice any evil 
against it, or consent to any that shall do so, but will timely 
discover and reveal the same to lawful authoi·i ty now so 
established for the speedy preventing thereof. Moreover, 
I do solemnly bind myself in the sight of God, that when I 
shall be called to give my voice touching any such matter of 
this State, in which F reemen are to deal, I will give my 
vote and suffrage as I sJ1all judge in my own conscience 
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may best conduce and tend to the publik weal of the body, 
so help me God in the Lord jesus Christ." 

Item No.3 
THANKFUL (WRIGHT) WOODRUFF 

b. 1686 d. 1774 
Capt. Benjamin Wright 
b. 1660 - d. 1743 
Samuel Wright, Jr. m. 

Ill. 
1680 

E liznbcth Burt 

T hankful Taylor 
b. 1664 - d. 1701 

b. 1654 - d. 1675 1653 
Killed by Indians 

Deacon Samuel Wright 
d. 1665 
Freeman in 1648 
Nathaniel Wright 
of London, England 

H enry Burt ~ 1. Eulalia 
b. 1662 - d. 1690 
Came from England prior 
to 1638. Ex-President Grover 
Cleveland descended from 
one of Henry Burt's daughters. 

m. ~fargaret 
d. 1681 

Capt. John Taylor m. Thankful Woodward 
b. 1641 - d. J 704 1662 
Killed by Indians 

Capt. Henry Woodward m. Elizabeth 
d. 1683 d. 1690 

(Capt. Henry \ Voodward came from 
John Taylor m. a widow England in the "James" among most 

eminent of early settlers) 
~ote: Capt. Bcnjamin Wright and Thankful Ta>•lor had seven children: Benjamin 

Jr. (b. 1681), Thankful (b. 1686), :\ lindwdl who married Stephen Belding, Jacob and 
four others. When Thankful died in 1701, he married :\lary Baker of Springfield and 
three more children were added to his household, William, ll lary and E.\perience. 

Item No.4 
Paragraphs from 

"A P URITAN OUTPOST" 
(By Herbert C. Parsons) 

"In the year of peace, 1743, just when the long period of calm was 
coming to an unforeseen end, the greatest hero of the valley's struggles, 
New E ngland's most resolute scot•t, Capt. Benjamin \\1right, went to his 
reward. His 83 years covered the entire period of the Colony's Indian 
Wars, save only the las t French and Indian incmsions. The year of his 
birth was the one in which the death of Massasoit, fa ithfu l friend of the 
Pilgrims, signified to an extent not then sensed, the end of the comity 
between the native and the invading races. He was the !,Trandson of 
Samuel, the early emigrant from London who was among the first of the 
settlers at Springfield, and again at Northampton, and he could remember 
the day, when he was five years old, on which that founder of the family 
died sitting in his chair as if asleep. Ilis mother was of that family of 
l3urt which had p layed a leading part in the flrst centmy of the Connecticut 
valley's stirring pioneer history.'' 
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Leaving Northampton, where Benjamin was born July 13, 1660, Samuel 

Wright and his family were among the first white people to find a home 

at Northfield in 1673. There were seven children : Samuel 19, Joseph 16, 

Benjamin 13, Ebenezer 10, Elizabeth 7, Eliczcr 5, and Hannah 2. They 

were gathered into the stockade that frightsome day, September 2, 1675, 

when the Indians fell upon the little settlement: all but the father, who was 

in command of the com!Jany that had been provided for defense and who 

fell, first victims of Indian bullets on ;\'orthficld soil. Only Samuel, the 

oldest son, suffered physical harm, receiving into his bod>' a bullet to 

remain there all the ··c.:;;: of his eighty years. But into the heart of each of 

them was carried a wound that would cause it to pulsate in resentment all 

thei1· days. They shared the unspeakable terror of the nights and dars of 

imprisonment in the little fort, heard together the distant shots of the 

battle, suffered as one the awfu l s ilence that fol lowed it and joined in the 

journey down the valier which left the town of their pioneer hopes a 

desolate waste. 
Benjamin's years from fifteen to an early matured majority were 

spent in Northampton. He was among the first in the re-occupation in 1683, 

and of the last to leave when the village had dwindiNI to a handful. 

Through the quarter century of :'\orthfield's existence only in name, he 

served in every soldierlr adventure, began his scouting career in 1688, 

when pursuing the red men after a11 attack up011 Deerfield had rescued the 

two boys from their Jndian captors at the then Far northern point, opposite 

the mouth of the Ashuelot River, and was in the thick of adventures and 

the defences of the eleven rears of Queen Anne's war. In 1708 he had led a 

ranging part}' far up the Connecticut, the first of those ventures which 

came to mark him as the premier ranger of the Colonies, and the next 

year, with his few men, had crossed the Green Mountains to Champlain 

countr}', boldly attacked the enemy, killed eight of them, destroyed a small 

Beet of canoes and thus shut off one of those French-sent invasions of the 

valley, to what saving of lives and homes is only to be guessed. 

In 1709, then in his sixtieth year, he had written the letter, immortal 

in the frontier annals, with its offer to the Govern01· of the Colony, "Here 

am I. Send me.'' (Following is a copy of the letter): 
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"~.Jar it please your Excellency: 
'"' ith submission and under correction, I would offer my 

service to your Excellency, if that in wisdom you send forces 

to Canada from our parts by land, that ''Here am I, send me." 

This year I have done service and hope I may again, not 

that I would trouble your Excellency, but am willing to go. 

1 ot else, but in dut}', I subscribe. 
Your Excellency's most humble servant." 

(signed) Benjamin Wright. 
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Again he was first in :'-iorth6eld pioneer, when the permanent foothold 
was gained. At t11e second settlement, he had brought his young wife, 
Thankful and their little Benjamin, born in 1681. Thankful was the daugh­
ter of Captain John Taylor, who was killed while leading the pursuit 0f 
French and Indians after they had wiped out the hamlet at the base of 
.l'vlount Tom. She had died in 1701, leaving him seven children, and he, 
with the celerity that marked al l his conduct and was not unseemly even 
in this event, had within four months married Mary Baker of Springfield. 
William, Mary and Experience had been added to the household, and 
there were ten, not to mention the Thankful, Rachel and Martha, his son 
Bc11jamin's children, and the first baby of his son Remembrance. In his 
ripe years he had the gratification of seeing his own spiri t animating his 
much younger brother, Benoni, who was born ten days after that fateful 
attack on the village in which his father was killed, and his own sons, 
Benjamin, Remembrance, Daniel and \Villiam holding commissions in the 
fighting militia. Of the girls, Thankful married a Connecticut Woodruff 
and Mindwell was the wife of Stephen Belding, the new Miller of the town. 
One son, alone, Jacob, had left the home country and was settled in fa r­
away South Carolina. 

Item No.5 
THE CONNECTICUT TOWNS 

F AR~HNGTON 

On the sparkling Farmington Hivcr is a lovely community with many 
beautiful homes, a number of which were designed and built by Captain 
Judah Woodruff who also built the First Church of Christ Congregational 
with its slender sl..'Y piercing spire. This Church is considered one of the 
most beautiful examples on the continent of the Hennaissancc Gothic 
architecture inspired by Christopher Wren. (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
Fourteenth Edition) 

Since Matthew I Woodruff was one of the earliest settlers and one 
of the original proprietors of the Town, it is but natural that many of 
his descendants lie buried there. In just one of ilie old cemeteries I 
counted (in 1957) ilie tombstones of thirty-nine WoodruHs and of course 
there were many of the North family (~ !atiliew II's second wife) as well. 

LITCHFIELD 
Litchfield is sw·ely one of the most beautiful towns in Connecticut, 

situated as it is in a region of picturesque scenery including Mt. Prospect 
and Lake Bantam, the largest in the State. Captain Nathaniel Woodruff I 
was among the first settlers when the town was laid out in 1720 after 
purchase of the land from the Indians for £15. He and Thankful are 
buried there as are many other Woodruffs and those of the families into 
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whi('h they married such as the Plums and the KiJbomnes. In the time of 
the \\"ar of the Revolution, 1775-1783, an Honor Roll of Litchfield County 
listed twelve Woodrulfs, equalled in number only by the Smiths but by 
the time of the Civil \\'ar, none appear in the records. 

It was here in July 1776 that the statue of George III which had been 
dragged from Bowling Green in lew York City, was melted down to 
make bullets. Litchfield "vas the site of the first law school in America 
which Ezekiel Woodruff may have attended since it was his boyhood 
home. The old Public Records for Litchfield and Farmington give the 
names of many Woodrulfs in the Army Lists for the period as well as 
those who held town offices. Ten held commissions in the Army, three 
were Assembly Representatives, two Selectmen, four Justices of the Peace, 
three Town Clerks, si.x Listers (Assessors), six Grand Jurors, five Constables 
and nine Lawyers, the latter all graduates of Yale. 

Item No.6 

JOH N HAL L 
b. 1584 
d. 1673 
Hichnrd Hnll 
b. 1620 
d. 1691 
Ca1>t. j ohn Hnll 
b. 1648 
d. 1711 
Giles llnll I 
b. 1680 
d. 1750 

m. 

m. 

m. 
1874 

m. 

Estheo· 
d. ill England 

Mnry 
d. 1691 

Elizabeth Cornwell 
b. L6.51 
d. 1689 
Esther Hamlin 
b. 1695 
d. 1751 

Cnpt. Giles Hall II 
b. 1720 

m. 
July 29 

1748 

Anna (or Annah) Lord, 2nd 
b. Aug. 30, 1728 

d. D~c. 9, 1783 

Giles (ill) 
Esther 
Hi chard 

John Stocker 
James 

SARAH0 

Jnmcs 

Anna (TI) 
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d. Aug. 17, 1805 
Dau~htcr of James Lord, b. Sn)•brook, 
Conn., Jnn. 23, 1695; d. Nov. 6, 1742; 
m. Dec. 21, J 725, Sarah Goodrich, b. 
ll•fay J 2, 1703; d. Nov. 5, 1784, daughter 
of Col. David and Prudence Churchill 
Goodrich of Wethersfield, Conn. (Sec 
"Genealogy of the Lord Family, Des­
cendants of Thomas Lord" by Kenneth 

b. Xov. 6, 1749 
b. :'\ov. 26, 1751 
b. July 1, 1754 
d. at sea; age 18 yrs. 
b. Feb. 3, 1757 
b. Feb. 3, 1759 
d. July 2, 1760 
b. ~lay 23, 1761 
d. Nov. 26, 1835 
m. June 30, 1782 

EZEKIEL WOODRUFF 
b. May 7, 1763 
d. at sea; age 21 yrs. 
b. Aug. 24, 1765 
m. Sept. 22, 1794 

Abijah Hoyt 

Lord, :-.lew York, 1946). 



~lnrtha 
Jnbez 

bp. 1768 
bp. 1770 
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•-See 
d. July 14

1 
1773 

Edwin St<:arn s ''/lliddletown, Connecticut Familil's", Vol. ·1, P. 152. 

Item Ko. 7 

THE LOYALIST CLEMENTS 
The Clement sisters, Anne and \ largarct. who married the \\'oodrulf 

brothers, Hichard and \\'illiam, were daughters of Colonel Joseph Clement 
and ~lary 1\ la rgaret Duffel. The history of this family of Huguenot 
ancestry is well portrayed by the Following quotations: 
From: "The Story of L aura Secord" by Emma A. Currie 

Excerpt, Chapter V - "St. D avids and Vicinity." 
"In the burying-ground rest many of the Secords, Clements and 

\ \'oodruffs; Judge DeVeaux, the founder of DeVeaux College a t Niagara 
Falls, ~.Y. , and his wife arc buried there. \Irs. De\'cau\ was the sister ot 
Richard and William \\'oodruff. There were three brothers in the 
Clement fam ily- Joseph, ''John the Hanger'' and James. Their lands were 
a ll in this neighborhood. \\'hen ~ I rs. Joseph Clement died in L842, con­
siderable of the estate of Joseph Clement was purchased by his nephew, 
~ lajor Joseph Clement. 1\Jrs. Clement gave to each of her daughters, 1\ lrs. 
Lowell, 1\lrs. Duntcm, ~·Irs. Hichard \Voodrufl' and ~ I rs. William \\'oodruff, 
building sites on the main road." 

Excerpt , Chapter XIX. - ··rv.l:rs. j oseph Clement" 
"Among the U.E. Loyalists who settled in St. Davids and vicinity 

were the three Clement brothers - Joseph at St. Davids, and "John the 
Hanger" and James who took land below the ridge. All had large 
families, and their descendants of the flfth and si.\th generation arc the 
men and women of today. \ Irs. Clement was a French Canadian, whose 
maiden name was J\ largaret Duflct, born in J\ lontreal during the F rench 
regime, educated at the Hotel Dieu Ntmnery. and always retained the 
French accent. She "'as a small person with k<:'t:m black eyes, and stron~ 
individualil)' · Her father was a surgeon in the French military service. 
J\ lr. Clement was in the English Commissary• Department du1·ing the war 
and also the American Re,•olution. serdng in the Rangers. Tltc Clement 
brothers were all in the English service. Dr. Duffel strongly objected to 
the attention paid his daughter by Joseph Clement. In those days medical 
men went to their duties on horseback. \\'henever Dr. Dulfet went a 
letter was carcfull}' concealed in the padded part of the saddle, and an 
answer returned in the same way. An elopement and marriage (l\,fay 9, 1784; 
sec Crysler Genealogy) was the result of this correspondence, and a home 
in Upper Canada. 1\Irs. Clement visited 1\lontreal but once afterwards. 
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Her only brother some years after settled in Michigan. On a map of 
Michigan there is a small stream called Duffet's Creek. This brother 

visited her on his journey to Detroit. This story was told by her and is 
a true milk-pail story. As she was going to her evening duty to milk the 

cow, her brother clad in knee-breeches, silk stockings, shoes with buckles 
like the gentlemen of his time, accompanied her. As he saw the hardships 

of her life he put his head on the rail fence and wept. This was the only 

time they met. In her house were Majolica plates, brought by her ancestors 
from France that are now treasured heirlooms of her descendants. :Mr. 

Clement's life ended before the \\"ar of 1812. She reared a large family 
and possessed remarkable business ability. In her later years she became 

a Methodist. She always carried a large-type black velvet covered hymn 
book with gil t clasp. She is the "Widow Clement mentioned in John Ross 

Robertson's '' IIistory of Masonry in Canada" which shows she had colored 
slaves. The oldest .\Iasonic document in Upper Canada tells that Brother 

Joseph Clement was in the Eighth Regiment." 

Joseph who wielded the persuasive quill that won him Mary Margaret 

Du1fet for his bride also succeeded in amassing considerable wealth, based 
originally on the land grants which the Loyalist Clements received for 

services rendered to the Crown. Included in these are the Petitions listed 

on July 6, 1796 in the "Simcoe Papers" as follows: 

No. 39 Catherine Clement, 2,000 acres recommended 
to the heirs of the late Lt. Lewis Clement. 

No. 41 Joseph Clement, J. P. Clement and James 
Clement, sons and heirs of Lt. Lewis Clement, 
recommended, 2,000 acres. 

For most of his life Joseph was an officer of the Lincoln Militia, having 
gained the rank of Major by 1794 which in those days was the second in 

command of a unit and around the turn of the century, he held the com­
mand. 

Joseph and Mary Margaret had six daughters and four sons and the 
old homestead is still in use at St. Davids. Mary Margaret is buried in 

the private Warner Burying Ground near St. Davids, just East of the 

Queen Elizabeth Way, which is now maintained by the Niagara Parks 
Commission. Her stone is within a brick fenced enclosure but there is 

none for her husband Joseph whom she outlived by many years and who 
lies buried beside her. Joseph is several times referred to in contemporary 

records as having "disappeared from the scene just prior to the outbreak 
of the War of 1812-1814." When he vanished there naturally followed a 

wave of speculation which thru the years finally resolved into a rational 
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explanation. It came to he generally believed that Joseph had found 
himself the victim of a dreaded disease (probably cancer) which would 
soon end both his life and his suffering. Not wanting to become a burden 
to rus family, he composed his affairs, made his will and then took his own 
life. In those days suicide was considered a great disgrace and so it was 
whispered that Joseph had been buried under the floor of his barn and 
then secretly re-buried in the fami ly plot when the intensive search for 
his body had been given up. Suffice it to say that the story is substantially 
correct. The true facts have always been known to the Clements and the 
Woodruffs and they reflect nothing but credit on the courage of this old 
soldier. For over a hundred and forty-five years this family secret has 
been handed down to the oldest member of each generation of the two 
families. 

There are many references to the Clement family in books devoted 
to that period from which the following have been selected: 

From: "The History of Freemasonry in Upper Canada" 
(By John Ross Robertson) 

"The first record we have of lvlasonry in Upper Canada is the original 
:MS certificate of Bro. Joseph Clement, of Free and Accepted ,\lasons, 
from the grand constitution of England, and held in the King's or Eighth 
Regiment of Foot, dated 1780." 

(A fac-simile of the certificate of Bro. Joseph Clement appears opposite 
page 252, Vol. 1). 

Another item of interest in this history is the following notice which 
appeared in the Upper Canada Gazette: 

"For sale. The negro man and woman, the property of Mrs. (widow) 
Clement. They have been bred to the business of a farm; will be sold on 
highly advantageous terms, for cash or land. Apply to Mrs. Clement, 
Niagara, January 9th, 1802." 

Unfortunately it has not been possible to positively place this widow 
in the Clement family. 

Robertson's history of Freemasonry is the source also for an interesting 
story concerning Capt. John P. Clement, brother of Bro. Joseph. In the 
War of 1812-1814, during the fighting at Chippewa, his interference saved 
the life of one of the captured Americans who was about to be scalped by 
one of our Indian allies. Some months later Capt. John was himself taken 
prisoner and lodged in a jail in New York State where next day to his 
great surprise he found that his custodian was the man whose life he had 
saved. Out of gratitude his ex-prisoner informed him that he would 
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arrange for his escape that night and provide a horse and wagon to take 

him to the frontier. 

From: "History of Niagara" 

(By Janet Carnochan) 

"Jan. 9th, 1867, Died, Colonel Joseph Clement, aged 76. He was one 

of the oldest, most wealthy and respectable residents of the Township, one 

of the old stock of United Empire Loyalists who first settled this part of 

Upper Canada. He was one of the veterans of 1812, and during the "Trent 

Affair'', sick and feeble in strength, turned out to take command of the 

lst Battalion of the Lincoln ~Jilitia, ready to die in harness." (This is 

not the Col. Joseph Clement who married ~lary \largarct Duffct. The 

Clements were a very prolific family and they repeated the family names 

with each generation. This Colonel Joseph was a son of James, our 

Colonel Joseph's brother). 

From: "Annnls of Niagara" 

(By William Kirby, F.H.S.C.) 

"The \Vhitmores, Clements and Lawrenccs were prosperous wealthy 

farmers. John Clement, who took up a large tract of land in the Town­

ship, had been a most conspicuous and active leader of the Northern 

Confederate Indians, an embodied force whose services in scou ting and 

hunting down the rebel bands of partisans and Sons of Liberty were a 

striking feature of the wnr. Captain John Clement caught and destroyed 

a large body of partisans under a noted rebel leader, Capt. Bu ll. He 

acquired the name of "Hanger John'' and as such is referred to in the 

Canadian epic poem, "The {.;.E." (By William Kirby). The old hero is 

buried in St. .ldark's Churchyard." 

There is listed also in the chapter from whkh the foregoing was 

quoted, the names of a group of young ladies representing twentr sLx of 

tl1c prominent families who, in the author's words, "gave tone to polite 

society and spread refinement and good manners to the rest of the 

Provinces." Among the decorous belles of the day so recorded were three 

\Jisscs Secord, one ~liss :\dams, one ~Jiss Claus and two ~lisses Clement. 

From: "The Story of Laura Secord" 

(By Emma A. Currie) 

"The battery at Vrooman's Point was two miles from where the 

Americans landed. Lewis Clement, eldest son of "John the Ranger" was in 

char~e of this battery." (This was the Vrooman farm, near Queenston. The 

battery was on the river bank commanding the ferry crossing. A suitably 

inscribed stone has been placed there to commemorate the site.) 
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A very complete record of the Clements may be found in the genealogy 
published in 1936 by John Morden Crysler, entitled "Crysler and other 
early settlers in the Township of liagara." It starts with a widow 
Clement's two sons, Joseph and Peter. Joseph married Anna Peake and 
had five children; the youngest, Lewis Cobes Clement, was born in 1725 
and was a Lieutenant in the King's Royal Regiment of New York. Lewis 
Cobes Clement married Catherine Putman and they had six daughters and 
five sons of whom three sons, Joseph, John and James settled in the Niagara 
district and are referred to so ofte11 in the a.nnals of those days. 

This genealogy has fac-similes of many Clement documents and it 
traces over 450 of the descendants. "John the Ranger" Clement referred 
to in so many accounts, married for his second wife Mary Ball. A copy of 
the original water color portrait of her by Hoeppner Meyer is in the J. 
Ross Robertson historical collection. 

It is interesting to note that two of Richard \'\loodruff's and Anne 
Clement's grandsons married Clements; James Richard Woodruff married 
Elizabeth Jessie Clement, a grand daughter of Joseph Clement and Henry 
Augustus Woodruff married Teresa Elizabeth Clement, a grand daughter of 
James Clement and Catherine Crysler. 

Item No.8 
Samuel Zimmerman 

A hundred years ago (1842) this enterpJ·ising Pennsylvanian contractor 
settled in the Iiagara Peninsula and soon became its leading entrepreneur. 
His first contract, the construction of four locks and an aqueduct fo1· the 
Weiland Canal laid the basis for the fortune he amassed. Following this 
successful venture, he turned his attention to railways, bridges across the 
Niagara, steamships and other major ventmes. 

Two politicians of the top echelon of that time were Allan MacNab 
and Isaac Buchanan, both proponents of the proposed Great Western Rail­
way which was to run from Niagara Falls to Hamilton. Through Ius 
association with these men who got themselves elected to the Legislature 
in order to carry out their plans, Zimmerman was awarded the $600,000.00 
contract for building the line. 

His next major project was the suspension bridge across the 1 iagara, 
a double deck structure carrying a railway on the top level and horse and 
buggy traffic on the lower. Within a short time a straggling settlement 
known as Elgin sprang up at the Canadian end of the bridge. Later Samuel 
was joined by his two brothers, Martin and James, and they proceeded to 
attack this area with their customary vigor. New broad sb·eets were 
opened, schools and churches built and other facilities provided to develop 
the area which later was welded tluough their efforts into the community 
we now know as Niagara Falls. 

81 



APPE:\DIX 

After his marriag<' in 1848 to l\largarct Ann, daughter of Richar<l 

Woodruff he bought 52 acres of land on the cliff directly opposite the 
American Falls and proceeded to lay out the most elabora te residence 

and grounds ever seen there up to that time, even including fountains, one 
of which was said to have cost over $15,000.00. He also acquired and 

rebuilt the "'Clifton House'' which soon became a fashionable rendezvous 
for visitors to the Falls and one of the best known hotels of the entire 

district. 
Zimmerman built railroads in other parts of the country, he built and 

operated the steamer "Zimmerman" and was part owner of the "Peerless" 

which became a celebrated blockade runner in the civil war of the 
United States. 

Samuel Zimmerman was himself a money lender and the rapid growth 

alon~ the ::\iagara Frontier made the need for a bank imperative. He was 

gencrallr credited with being the power behind the scene in the Legislature 
and since the people looked upon him as their leader and patron, he pro­

ceeded to establish the Zimmerman Bank. A bill providing For its incor­
poration with a capital of one quarter of a million pounds Sterling was put 

through Parliament on .\lay 19, 1855. The officers and backers of this 

institution were his father-in-law Richard Woodruff, Richard's nephew 

Joseph Augustine \\'oodrulf, John Ranner. James Oswald, Luther Holton 
and the Hon. John J I. Cameron. 

Samuel Zimmerman's brilliant career was ended when he was only 41 

in the tragic Desjardins Canal accident of March 15, 1857. Ile was a 
passenger on the ill-fat ed traLn from Toronto which dived oiT the bridge 

into the waters of Hamilton Bay. 

There very shortly followed a business depression which soon spread 

throughout the country. Unlike many of its contemporaries, the Zimmer­
man Bank had been soundly financed and conservatively managed but it 

soon found that it could not collect its debts and was forced to close 

though thru its short lifetime it had been the most influential financial 
institution in the district. All of the bank's notes and debts wore redeemed 

by Samuel's executors and later an unsuccessful attempt to revive it was 
made under the name of the "Clifton Bank" but its charter was finally re­

pealed in 1863 along with those of sevo?ral other unfortunate banks. One 
of the $20.00 notes which I have, is very nicel)' engraved (on one side only) 

with a view of the Xiagara bridge suspended from four large masonry 

towers. Two wood burning locomotives are depicted pulling trains on the 
upper level and a stage coach crossing on the lower and with a view 

of the Clifton Hotel set off in the left hand corner. 
By the time of his demise, among other assets Samuel Zimmerman 

had acquired property in Niagara Falls valued at 8400,000.00; in Toronto 
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$500,000 and in Hamilton, $100,000.00 in addition to 18,000 acres of land 
throughout the Province. The stately residence he had planned was 
completed only as far as the landscaping and the foundations of the house. 
Part of his grounds has now become the lovely Niagara Falls Victoria 
Park. The house where he had been living was itself the finest there­
abouts and was rented by the Government for the Prince of \•Vales and 
his suite when he visited Canada in 1860. 

After the death of Margaret Ann, Samuel built a vault and erected 
a monument to her memory in the burying ground at St. Davids. Although 
he married again, he and his younger sister are buried in St. Davids beside 
his wife. 

Item No.9 
The Secord Family 

The story of Laura Secord with which all Canadians arc now familiar 
Ia>' dormant for many years. It was largely due to the efforts of Emma 
A. Currie, .Mrs. Curzon and others who l a!~ored so indefatigably that she 
was restored to her rightful place as our most celebrated heroine. 

The Secords were of Huguenot ancestry and the fami!y is quite fully 
documented in Mrs. Currie's book. The I iagara District Sccords begin 
with James Secord of New Hochcllc, N.Y., and his wife ~ladclainc Badeau 
who had eight children. The eighth child, James II, married Laura Inger­
soll, the heroine of the War of 1812-1814. The third son. David (later 
~lajor David) after whom St. Davids was named, married three times 
leaving a total of fourteen children. His third wife, the widow Dunn (Polly 
Page) bore him two sons, Hiall and Elijah and two daughters, l\lary and 
Elizabeth. In 1841 Mary Secord married William Henry Woodruff, the 
son of Hieharcl. Their second daughter was named Mary Secord Woodruff. 

The Loyalists Secords received large grants of land for their services 
to the Crown. Seven members of the family are listed in the ·'Simcoe 
Papers" as having been allotecl 200 acres each. 

Item No. 10 
Judge Samuel DeVeaux 

Judge DeVeaux was widely known and respected as a man of culturai 
attainments and great learning. lie is mentioned in the story of the 
hermit of Niagara Falls, which has been preserved by Andrew Collard in 
"Canadian Yesterdays." The "hermit" whose real name was Francis Abbott 
had intrigued and mystified the local populace ever since his appearance 
at Niagara Falls on a June day of 1829 when he presented himself at the 
local library. He was a well-educated man, a world traveller and cosmo­
polite of some means but the mighty Niagara was apparently his undoing 
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fGr it cast upon him a spell of complete and utter fascination. From that 
time on he could not bear to venture beyond the area that encompassed 
either the sight or sound of the mighty cataract. So that he might feast 
his eyes and ears upon one of Nature's great spectacles, he built himself a 
cabin on Goat Island ncar the brink of the chasm. At that time a 
small wooden bridge had been built connecting the Island with Terrapin 
Rocks to pro,·ide a viewing platform for the more venturesome tourists. 
From this \;ridge a single piece of timber projected over the rushing 
torrent and here tho Hermit could frequently be seen pacing slowly back 
and forth. Since this manoeuvre did not bring him quite close enough to 
eternity, he would occasionally peh·ify any chance onlooker by lowering 
himself into space where he would hang by his arms from the very end of 
the timber. It docs not appear that this eccentric conduct was motivated 
in any way by exhibitionism but was rather some form of compulsion under 
the spell of which he was helpless. If anyone understood him it was Judge 
DeVeaux who seems to have been his very good friend, perhaps his only 
one. Upon those occasions when his mind emerged from iagara's hypnotic 
spell, he would seek out the Judge and the two of them would exchange 
theological arguments by the hour. 

Item No. 11 
THE ~llLLS FAMILY 

The record begins with John ~vlills and his second wife Anna Marcellas. 
They lived on Staten Island during the American Revoluti011 but were 
strongly attached to the Loyalist cause. Their only son, James Mills, was 
horn at Newark, 1.)., on l\·lar. 10, 1774 and came to Upper Canada as a 
Loyalist in 1793. James l\lills was a fur h·ader and he established a 
thriving business with the Indians, but :'\iagara's best beaver days were 
already a phase of the past as the trade moved steadily westward. So 
James turned to agricultural pursuits and began his accumulation of land, 
mostly in the vicinity of Hamilton where at one time among other h·acts, 
he owned from the mountain to the bay, all the land bounded by the 
present Queen Street on the East and by Dundurn Street on the \Vest, 
some of which is still in the famil y's possession. He married Christina 
Hesse whose Rhineland ancestors had emigrated to Pennsylvania where 
she was born in Upper .\lount Bethel Township. TJ1eir son who became 
the Honorable Samuel Sylvester .\lills married Aurora Holton and the 
fifth child of this union, James Holton ,\!ills who married Grace orris, 
was my matemal grandfather. l'vly mother was the third child of this 
marriage and I was christened Norris in honor of my grandmother. You 
will find a very full account of the Mills family and its descendants in a 
history by Stanley .\!ills, "The .\!ills, Gage and Smith Families". 
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Item No. 12 

(All of the foregoing was printed on one large sheet or broadside of 
which I now have a copy but apparently it was to no avail. \Vi~liam 

received the nomination but the scoundrels who represented the opposition 
were one jump ahead and this time they captured the seat.) 
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Item No. 15 

The Osgood Family 

ABRAM OSGOOD m. Bathsheba Mayberry 

b. Amesbury, England, 1729 
d. Portland, Maine, Dec. 23, 1816. 

b. 

Came to Falmouth (now Portland) 
in 1763; ·prominent merchant of 
Portland who owned a tannery; 
a Selectman in 1777; Member of 
the Committee of Safety; Recipient 
of first Masonic Degree conferred 
in State of Maine, May 8, 1769. 

d . Windham, Maine, sometime 
after the Revolution to which 
place she and her children 
had been removed for safety. 

Francis 
Osgood 

(Brigadier) 

Abram 
Osgood 

(III) 

Thomas 
Osgood 

No issue 

Thomas 
Osgood 

Bethia 
Osgood 

m. Gould 

Emma 
Osgood 

Mary 
Osgood 

m. Little 

Francis 
Osgood 
Lost at sea 
1855-1856 

? ? ? ? ? 
m. Robey 

Abram Osgood Jr. 

b. 1782 
d. Dec. 29, 1872 
m. Abigail Ross• 
Abram was initiated into 
his father's Lodge, Nov. 
17, 1819. I •-see Appendix 

Item No. 16 

David Ross Osgood 
b. Sept. 5, 1807, Portland, Me. 
d. Sept. 11, 1885, St. Davids, Ont. 
m. Dec. 1, 1832, Aultsville, Ont. 

Sarah Empey• . 
b. May 17, !812, Aultsville, Ont. 
d. Aug. 20, 1875. Buffalo, N.Y. 
• -See Appendix, Item No. 17. 

Children of David Ross Osgood and Sarah Empey 

Horatio Abram Osgood 
b. Aug. 11, 1833 
d. Feb. 24, 1917 
m. Jan. 13, 1858 

Anne Williams 
b. 1831 
d. 1921 

T 
1. David Victor 

b. Oct. 28, 1858 
d. Oct. 1943 

2. Horatio Francis 
b. Nov. 28, 1861 

3. Charles Emerson 
b . Aug . 25, 1864 
d. Nov. 1943 

4. Ross Reverdy 
b. June 17, 1867 
d. 1946 

5. Anna Maria 
b. Nov. 29, 1869 

6. Jerrold 
b. Jan. 10, 1873 
d. Aug. 24, 1874 

Emma Eloise Osgood 
b. Sept. 22, 1835 
d. Oct. 31, 1928 
m. Mar. 12, 1865 

Williamsville, N.Y. 
Henry Counter \Voodruff• 
• -See W oodruff genea­

logy, page No. 52 

1. Edna Osgood Meade 
b. July 30, 1870 
d. Aug. 17, 1940 
m. Walter Kestin 

Helena Augusta Osgood 
b. Apr. 30, 1847 
d. Jan. 14, 1933 
m. Jan. 27, 1869, 

Williamsville, N.Y. 
Edgar Nathan Meade 

b. Dec. 20, 1841 
d. Sept. 25, 1935 

I 

Issue: l. David Kestin, died in infancy 
2. Emma Helena Meade 

b. Nov. 6, 1874 
d. Feb. 13, 1955 
m. William L. Pelton 

Issue: 1. William lv!eade Pelton 
b. Apr. 19, 1904; m. Helen Abu! 

2. John Edgar Pelton, b. June 13, 1906; 
m. Margaret Humes; Issue: 1. Carol. 
2. John; 3. Douglas. 

3. Sarah A. Meade 
b. Apr. 5, 1877 
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7. Joseph Arthur m Howard C. Woodbridge; Issue: 
l. Paul C. Woodbridge, b. l\lar. :!2, 1907; m. Janet 

Alexander; 2. Thomas Ross Woodbridge, b. 
Feb. 18, 1913; m. Eva Mac Ball; lssue: 

b. Aug. 18, 1875 

l. Martha, b. Nov. 15, 1943. 
4. Marion Meade 

b. Dec. 20, 1878 
d. l\1ar. 1, 1~ 

5. El~nor Meade l (Twins who died in infancy) 
6. Elo1se Meade 5 
7. Charles Osgood Meade 

b. Oct. 8, 1882 
d. Dec. 18, 1904 

8. Helena Stockton Meade 
b. Jan. 4, 1889 
d. Feb. 25. 1941 

Item No. 16 

Dnvid Ross 

The Ross Family 
m. Emma Larrabee 

b. Mar. 14, 1754, Fort Augustus, 
lnvernesshire, North Britain; 
came to Portland, Maine in 1774. 

d. Dec. 29, 1841, Portland, Maine. 
Educated in the doctrines of the 
Kirk of Scotland; he was a 
direct descendant of the Scottish 
Ross Clan. 

Abigail Ross 
b. 1774 
d. 1872 

b. 1752 
d. May 25, 1822 

m. Nov. 27, 1806 
Abram Osgood Jr.• 
•see Appendix, Item No. 15 

Item No. 17 
The Empey Family 

Philip Empey 
Loyalist of Bauman's Kill, Tryon County, 

(now Montgomery County) N.Y. 
Served in the Roval Regiment of New York 
William Empey 
Served in the Royal Yorkers, a Grenadier 
Company; settled at Farran's Point, Ont. 

I 
Richard Empey, U.E.L. m. 

I 

Adam Baker 
A Loyalist from New York State; 
served in the Royal Regiment 
of New York; m. Catherine Louisa 
Schwartz; settled at Coteau 
Landing and later Osnabruck on 
the St. Lawrence where he 
raised a large family 

I 

Hannah Baker 
2nd daughter of Adam 

2. Sarah 3. Charles 4. Nancy 
1. Catherine b. 1810 

d. 1883 
m. ? ? ? m. Jacob Loucks 

m. Shaver 
Issue: 11 m. Jan. 12, 1829 

David Ross Osgood• 
•sec Appendix, 

Item No. 15 

Issue: 8 Issue: 6 

Note: The regimental data above is from Loyalist military records which also show 
numerot•s descendants of Philip Empey with the Canadian Forces in the War of 
1812-1814, many as officers. 
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Item No. 17 

"The S. D. Woodruff" and the "Jane C. Woodruff" 

Samuel De Veaux Woodruff as Superintendent of the Weiland Canal, 
took a great interest in shipping and was a business associate of another 
ship owner, John Battle of Thorold. Both these ships were owned by John 
Battle but named in honor of Samuel and his wife, Jane Caroline Sanderson. 

The older of the two, the "S. D. Woodruff" was a barquentine built at 
Quebec in 1850 by DuBord. It is listed in an 1866 shipping register but 
not in the one for 1873 so must have retired from service between these 
dates. 

The "Jane C. Woodruff" was also a barquentine, built by Lewis 
Shikeluna in his shipyard at St. Catharines in 1866. She was a sizeable 
vessel for those days. An old shipping register in the Public Archives of 
Canada give her dimensions as 139.0 length, 24.0 breadth, 11.3 depth and a 
registered tonnage of 337. 

From other old records we know that she was originally in the square 
timber trade, probably before the time that she was converted to a 3 masted 
schooner. In the spring of 1878 the "Jane C. Woodruff" and the "]\l(arr 
Battle" were in Georgian Bay headed for Collingwood to pick up timber. 
Bad snow squalls arose and both ships being light, heeled over so far that 
they were hard to steer. The snow reduced visability and while close 
reefed and working to windward on opposite tacks, they met head on and 
were badly damaged but were later towed to port. 

The last record of the "Jane C. Woodruff" shows that she passed into 
the hands of John B. }.Iiller of the Parry Sound Lumber Company. She 
was at this time in use as a tow barge behind the company's steamer 
SEGUIN which was scrapped only about ten years ago as the Canada 
Steamship Lines' freighter ARVIDA. The ''Jane C. Woodruff" last 
appears in the 1901 Shipping Register indicating that she llnally passed 
out of existence in 1902. 

Mr. Percy C. Band of Toronto has an architect's water colored sketch 
of her. 
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~IATTHEW WOODRUFF (1) and Wife HANNAH 
Landed in America, 1636 
Xlatthew died 1682 

Children 

John 
1643-1692 

Children by Mary Plum 

Matthew (3) Mary 
1668-1751 1670-

Matthew (2) 
1646-1691 
Ill. 1664 
(l) Marl Plum 
m. 168 
(2) Sarah North 

I 
John 
1672-

Hannah 
1648-
m. 
Richard Seymour 2nd 

Sarah Samuel 
1674- 1677-

Elizabeth 
1651-
111. 
John Broughton 

Elizabeth 
1679-

Hannah 
1681-

. Mary 
1654-

Samuel 
1661-1742 
m. 1685 
Rebekah Clark 

II 
Children by Sarah North 

Nathaniel (1) .. .. 
1687-1758 

Joseph 
1689-1737 

Ill. 1709 
Thl nkful (Woodward) Wright 

II 

Eunice Dinah Thankful Benjamin Jacob Charles Thankful Sarah .'lathaniel (2) 

1710-1793 1712·1786 1714-=--- 1715·1782 1717-1790 1720-1802 1722 1725-1799 1728-1807 
m. m. m. 1st m. m. 1749 . 
Zebulon 13enjamin Shepard Gideon Ma..y Kilbourne 
Gibbs Gibbs m. 2nd !Iarrison m. 2nd 

Thomson Martha Umberfielcl 

Children by Mary Kilbourne 
II 

Sarah Hnnnnh Samuel 
m. m. 1753-
Ezra Pierce 
Plum Jr. 

Anne Thankful Nathaniel (3) Sybil Rhoda · Asennth Ezekiel Mary 
m. Ill. d. age 14 m. 1838- 111. 1763- 1837 m. 
Abel Nathaniel Levi James m. 1782 john 
Darling Brown Gran iss Buell Sa~·ah Hall l{ussell 

& ll Josiah 
Grant 



<0 ..... 

Sarah Richard Maria Henry Augustus William 
1783-1864 
m. 
Samuel 
DeVeaux 

Samuel DeVeaux 
1819-1860 
m. 
Caroline 
Sanderson 

Henry Howard 
1866-1868 

Osgood Mills 
1897-1906 

Laurence David 
1924 
m. 1947 
Elizabeth ;\funro 
Wilcox 

1784-1872 1786-1805 1790-1864 
m. m. m. 
Anne Samuel Olive 
Clement DeVeaux Edwards 

Joseph Augustine Richard Julin 
1820-1886 1822-1887 1825-1870 
m. m. 
julia Cornelia 
Cbus McCrumb 

William E mmason 
1870-1953 
m. 1897 
Minerva Beatrice 
Mills 

Norris Counsell 
1901 
m. 1923 
Mabel Marion 
Fleming 

Madelon Minerva 
1926 
Ill. 1946 
Robert Arthur 
Laidler 

Emma Eloise 
1872-1944 
m. 
Henry David 
Symmes 

Lillian Beatrice 
1904-1904 

James Laurence Dudley 
b. 1951 

Ernn Louise 
b. 1947 

:\'orris David 
b. 1953 

Francine Elizabeth 
b. 1950 
Robert Brant 
b. 1955 

1793-1860 
m. 
~fargaret 

Clement 

Helena 
1828-1892 
m. 
Joseph P. 
Boomer 

Hugh Malcolm 
1876-1952 
m. 1898 
~lary Wilhelmina 
Adams 

John 
1797-1827 
m. 
joan 

William 
1830-1908 

Samuel 
1800-1824 

, 

Henry Counter 
1833-1916 
m. 1865 
Emma Eloise 
Osgood 
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Item No. 20 

But we know of one whose intransigence and general hell-raising as 
an undergraduate led .first to his "rustication" and finally to his expulsion. 
This story which is too long for full quotation here, is contained in an 
am~tsing article entitled "A "Dust" at Yale and a "Blessing" for President 
Clapp" which appears as a conh·ibution by Kenneth Scott in the Connecticut 
Historical Society's Bulletin, Vol. 23, No. 2, of April, 1958. It is bas~d 
chiefly on material from the Minute Books and Files of the Superior Court 
Connecticut State Library and in the Judgments of the President and 
Tutors of Yale College, Yale University Library . 

By 1765 Thomas Clapp, who had held the presidency for twP:1ty 
years had become extremely unpopular. 

"The year had been marked by disorders, mischief of all sorts, general 
absence from chapel, while there was underway an organized attempt to 
force the president out of office on the ground that he was in his dotage 
and therefore showed partiality. Matters were made worse by the 
inefficiency of some of the tutors, and the institution was almost in a state 
of anarchy." 

Om concern is with "Simeon Woodruff of Litchfield. the son of 
Benjamin and Eunice 'Woodruff of that town, where Simeon had be.m 
born in January, 1744." The Benjamin Woodruff referred to could readily 
be Capt. Nathaniel I's first son (see table P. 19) and thus the first indication 
of his marriage to someone named Eunice. 

The crux of the story is that Simeon and some fellow conspirators on 
the night of July 30th, 1765, disturbed a pre-commencement consultation 
being held in the president's residence by hurling stones and cattle horns 
at the windows and tearing off the gates. The affair was too flagrant to 
escape the attention of the law and eight of the culprits were haled to 
court l:efore Justice Sherman. They all p!eaded guilty and were sentenced 
to pay full costs and charges of prosecution as well as fines. The College 
authorities were thoroughly incensed and proceeded to enforce their own 
discipline. 

"Of the three (particularly) undergraduates involved, Woodntff, Kim­
berly and Lockwood, one Woodruff, was considered a "principal actor". 
His p1·evious record was not such as to recommend him: in 1763 he had 
been fined three shillings for cleaning the yard in defiance of a regulation 
forbidding the same, on another occasion three shillings four pence for 
playing cards, and in February, 1764, six shillings for bad conduct; it was 
noted that between June 4 and July 26, 1763, he had been absent from 
prayers eleven times and tardy seven; on December 10 the President and 
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tutors learned that three lotteries had been run by students in about a 
week, in one of which books valued at £6, Woodruff and another student 
had jointly purchased one of the twelve tickets. Woodruff was promptly 
put on probation but since then, although on probation, young ·woodruff 
continued to be absent from or late to prayers or egressed from them and 
continued "to board at the Tavern" and assigned to the President very 
trifling reasons for so doing . In addition it was ascertained that the culprit 
had obtained, contrary to law, "very great quantities of Rum and Wine", 
so that on July 7, 1764, Woodruff was ordered rusticated until January 20 
next, to live with and be under the instruction and government of the 
Reverend lvlr. Boardman of Middletown as his tutor. His case was by 
no means helped by the fact that John Lothrop, B.A., had sold great 
quantities of strong drink to Woodruff and Jacob White and to Woodruff 
a copy of the "Earl of Rochester's Poems", .. a book greatly tending to 
debauch the Minds of Youth". 

Now, because of his prominent part in the riotous actions and because 
it was ascertained that it was he who broke the glass which wounded the 
President, Woodruff was forthwith expelled on September 11." 

Kimberley was rusticated for a year but "Stinker" Lockwood turned 
King's evidence and was restored to grace after his humble confession 
made publicly in the chapel. 

"The 'dust' raised at college doubtless contributed to the president's 
decision to tender his resignation, and it may be surmised that irate 
parents were responsible for the fact that Adams, Pomeroy, Burr, Nichols 
and Alcock apparently withdrew from Yale and certainly were not 
graduated." 

Item No. 21 
The Adams Family 

This loyalist family, was prominent in the development of the St. 
Catharines locality. Their intermarriage with many of the early families, is 
illustrated by the following record . 

(Years shown in parentheses, are those taken from 
St. Mark's Church marriage records) 

WILLIAM ADAMS, U.E.L., born, Londonderry, Ireland. 
A surgeon in the British Army. Settled in Genesee Valley of 
New York Colony. In Revolutionary war, he brought his "vife 
and family to Canada. He and his wife Ann, are buried under 
the Boor of a church in Geneva, N.Y. 

Children of William and Ann Adams. 
THOMAS (known as Squire) ADAMS, built the first tavern 
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in St. Catharincs, at the com er of St. Paul and Ontario Streets. 

The present firm of Thomas Adams, Distillers, dates from the 

distillery, which he established at iagara. 

He married Margaret Disher (1794). 

ANN married Libius Porter (1799). (The American military 

family). 

JAN E married John Wilson (1794). 
GEORGE, 1774-1844, m. Phoebe Smith. Daguerreotypes of 

George and his wife, are preserved by the family. 

ELIAS S:MITH, U.E.L., came from Holland with his wife, 

Catharine. Settled at Cortlandt l\lanor, Duchess County, N.Y. 

ln the Revolutionary \iVar he recruited men for the King's 

Loyal Americans (Jessup's Regiment). The Loyalist List credits 

him with 27 recruits in one day. His family accompanied the 

Regt. to Canada in 1783, where Elias became a magistrate in the 

Newcastle District. 

Children of Elias and Catharine 

ELIAS married Catharine Secord (1802). 

ELIZA married Duncan Clow (1802). Quartermaster of .\Ierritt's 

Dragoons in War of 1812. 

A. '1'\ married Capt. Ceo. Turney who was killed at Battle 

of Chippawa. 

lvlAHY married John Clement (1816). 

ELLE:\ married Gilbert Field. 
IIAHRIET married Sgt. A. Thorn of 41st (1811). 

PHOEBE married George Adams (1774-1854) 

Prior to the \\'ar of 1812, George Adams owned a tannery on the 12 

Mile Creek. During the war he was a lieutenant in McEwan's Flank 

Company of the 1st Lincoln Hegimcnt. The following letter, which he 

wrote to his eldest son, William, then a lad of sixteen, is stiJI preserved 

by the famil y. 
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Mr. William Adams 
12 l\Iile Creek. 

Dear William, 

Niagara, May 21st, 1813. 

I wrote a letter to your mother, yesterday expecting Mr. Ship­

man to have been the bearer of it. There are 14 sail of vesfels 
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in sight. They have landed their troops. We expect to be attacked 
every hour. I intended to see you on Saturday night, but 1 am 
fearful the present appearance of things, will not admit of. I have 
just spoken to Mr. Dickson about bark. He says you can peel 
the black oak. Fell the timber and peel the timber clean. Do 
not peel any white oak, but peel all the black oak you possibly 
can. 

M.r. Vlm . Merritt told me he would assist you, should any 
accident happen to me. Carry on the bassing in the yard, as long 
as you can, for the benefit of your mother, brothers and sisters. 
When you think proper; after you <\rc of age, jf you follow the 
businefs, I would advise you to sink a yard in the white house lot. 
You can get your hay, pasture and firewood from the farm. 
Endeavou1· to get the lot of land behind your uncle's, and that 
will support you all with timber. You will have cash enough on 
hand next fall, to pay all the debts 1 owe, with the money coming 
from Long Point, but the farm 1 bought from James Secord at the 
head of the lake, is yours. Obtain it from him. The will, I made, 
I broke open. Intended to make some alterations; it is only res­
pecting your sisters, 1 intended to add a little to their part, such 
as a mare, saddle and bridle, a couple of milk cows, with some 
household furniture, which I leave to the judgement of your 
mother, brother and yourself. 

It it can be spared, put away the cash you have on hand, in a 
safe place. You will charge George Hainer with $15, John 
Robertson with, I think, $5, Robertson will tell you. David Hainer 
with some wheat 1 am to take from him, I paid him $4 on oats, 
I do not know that 1 have charged it, I was to have the oats at $4. 
I will enclose an order from James Secord on Robt. Brown for $21, 
which Jas. Dittrick is to offset against $50 coming to him on the -!00 
Dis. Bill, that 1 charged for him. 1 have nothing on busincsf, more 
to write you. 

I have one particular charge ~o leave you, your brothers and 
sisters; THAT is: that you will be honest in your dealings, 
affectionate for each other, tender and thoughtful to your mother, 
and always implore mercy from Cod, who gave you all existence. 
I do not, my son, write this letter because I am the least intimi­
dated, or that I foresee the approaching end, but l think it my 
duty to give you these little instructions, which I hope you will 
be able to fulfill. After you have read these lines, give them to 
your brothers and sisters. 

Your affectionat<' father, 
George Adams. 
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As a sequel to this lettt'r, we refer to .. Notes by Capt. (later the Hon­

orable') \V. H. 2\Jcrritt' which arc published in the Documentary History 

of the Campaign on the 1 iagara Frontier. Describing the awful 27th of 

i\Jay, when the Lincoln .Militia suffered such grievious losses, he says: 

·· .... They were met by the advance of Col. 2\Jyer's Division, in the most 

gallant manner. l\lr. Adams was dangerously wounded, report mentioned 

his being killed ... still 1 never was more hurt than on hearing of his 

death, knowing whi\1 a large and affectionate family he had; and I could 

not have fdt more hurt, on hearing of the death of my own father. Ther 

were obliged to retreat ... etc." 

Though 2\ l r. i\lerritt was twenty one years old at this time, and i\lr. 

Adams nearly twcnt)' years his senior, the close friendship of these near 

neighbours, always endured. 

George Adams was prominent in Cht•reh and l\Iasonie affairs, being 

one of the founders of St. George's Church in St. Catharincs, and the first 

Grand i\las ter, for Upper Canada. 

Children of George and Phoebe Adams: 

ELl AS married Susan Merritt, sister of \ \'illiam Hamilton, and 

daughter of Thomas Merritt, a former olllcer in the Queen's Rangers, who 

raised 1\lerritt's Dragoons in the War of 1812. 

THOMAS married ~vlary Anderson. 

ELIZA married Henry i\Iittleberger. 

SARAH married John Clark (later Colonel), Adjutant, the 1st Lincolns, 

1812. 
CA TH ERI l E and ~viARY who were unmarried . 

T he Adams Family (4) 

\VILLIAl\1, the eldest son, 1797-1874. Also known as Squire Adams, 

was baptised at St. Marks Church, Feb. 22nd, 1797. Married ~Iary Smith. 

daughter of 1icholas Smith, who was on the original muster roll of Butler's 

Rangers, and lieutenant in the 2nd Lincolns in the War of 1812. 

Children of William and Mary Adams: 

ELIZA married Pickard. GEOHGI~A married \letler. 

~IAHY married Oillc. HAHHIET married Cave. 

SAHA II married Alex Junkin. 

Sl'SA:-\ married Stephen Beattie. 

FRANCES. unmarried. 

PHOEBE married i\letler 

JULIA, unmarried. 

\V ILUAivJ m. Eliza Chellew 

CEOHCE died in infancy 

ELIAS PORTEH married Georgina Oliver. 

Elias Port<'r, eleventh child of \\"illiam Adams, was born in 1846 and 

died in 1921. He married 1873 Georgina (18-18-1935), daughter of James 
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Oliver who was born in Hawick, Scotland, and whose wife, Wilhelmina 
Telfer, brought to Canada, the bible, still in the family possession, which 
traces her family for two hundred years. 

Elias was the proprietor of Spring Farm, near Queenston. The De­
partment of Agriculture records him as the first commercial grape grower 
in Canada. 

Children of Elias Porter and Georgina Adams: 
MARY WILHELMINA, born 1875, married Hugh Malcolm Woodruff. 

(See Woodruff geneology) 
PORTER OLIVER, born 1884, married Matilda Emmett. Their 

daughter Cathrine married William Bailey. 

Item No. 22 
"The Woodruffs of New Jersey" by Francis Eben Woodruff, starts the 

record as follows: 
1. Thomas Woodrove, 1508-1552, Fordwich, Kent, England. 
2. William \~'oodroffe, died 1587. 
3. Robert Woodroffe, died 1611. 
4. John vVoodroffe, 1574-1611 
5. John Woodroffe, 1604-1670. This John moved from 

England to Southampton, Long Island, N.Y., 1640. 
6. John Woodruffe, younger son, 1650-1703. 

Now, according to "A Branch of the Woodruff Family" by Stephen 
Albert Woodruff, John Woodruffe (5) had a son, John, who became one of 
the proprietors of Elizabethtown, N.J. Then he had another son whom 
he also named John, referred to as the younger son John. In the book of 
wills of Suffolk County, 1 ew York, is the will of John Woodruffe (6), the 
younger and it records in order of their age, first his sons, Samuel, Joseph, 
Benjamin, Nathaniel, Isaac, Johnathan and then his daughters, Sarah, 
Hannah, Abigail and Elizabeth. 

I could find no evidence to establish a relationship between these 
two branches of the family. It is possible, of course, that John Woodruffe 
(5) and Matthe·w Woodruff (1) were brothers. They were of an age and 
both carne to New England about the same time. This would make John 
(6) the younger's ten children enumerated above, cousins once removed 
of the eight children of Matthew Woodruff (II). Now what is interesting 
is this- five of John the younger's ten children bear the same given name as 
five of Matthew II's eight children-Samuel, Joseph, Nathaniel, Sarah and 
Elizabeth. And two of these five, Samuel and Elizabeth, were names 
used by Matthew I for two of his children. Another of the ten, Hannah, 
is also the namesake of one of Matthew l's children. You must draw your 
own conclusion as to whether this happened because of an effort to pre­
serve family tradition or by pure coincidence. 
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