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       Department of War,

       30th January,  1818.

       SIR,

       In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, * instructing the Secretary of War to furnish a statement, showing the names of the several persons to whom land warrants have issued, and extra pay been allowed, sub  -sequent to the 3d March, 1817, under the act, entitled " An act granting bounty in lands and extra pay, to certain Canadian volunteers," and the act supplementary thereto; together with the names of the agents or attorneys to whom said land warrants were delivered, and the money paid; particularly noting such, if any, as were connected with the public offices; and also to state whether any, and, if any, what information he may have received relative to impositions practised on claimants, by persons pretending to be agents authorized by the government," I have the honor to render reports marked A and B. and to accompany them with copies of letters which have been addressed to the Paymaster General, and with copies of his answers, which contain all the information in possession of this Department, on thr subject.

       I have the honor to be,

       With very great respect,

       Your obdt. servant,

       J. C. CALHOUN.

       To the Honorable the Speaker of

       the House of Representatives of the U. States.

      

       (Copy.)

       Paymaster GeneraVs Office,

       City of Washington, Dec.  23, 1816.

       SIR,

       I have the honor to inclose you the following documents, relative to the claims of Canadian volunteers, (so called) agreeably to your request. You will observe, sir, that some of these papers have been addressed directly to me, whilst others have been transmitted and referred to me, which were originally addressed to other persons.

       No. 1. Copy of a letter from John C. Spencer, postmaster at Canandaigua, to the Secretary of War, dated June 6th, 1816.

       No. 2. Copy of a letter from S. Tracy to John C. Spencer, dated June the 5th, 1816, and postmarked " Batavia, June 6th "

       No, 3. Copy of a letter from me to S. Tracy, dated 31st July, 1816.

       No. 4. Copy of a letter from the Hon. Micah Brooks, a representative in Congress, from the state of New York, to the Secretary of War, dated August 2d, 1816.

       No. 5. Copy of a letter from Samuel Lake, to the Hon. M. Brooks, dated " Batavia, July 18, 1816."

       No 6. Copy of a letter from S. Tracy to me, dated " Batavia, Genessee county, New York, Aug. 21, 1816 "

       No. 7. Copy of a letter from S. Tracy to me, dated from  u   Batavia, Sept. 13, 1816."

       No. 8. Copy of a letter to me, from Justus Ingersoll, dated " Batavia, Oct. 12, 1816."

       No. 9. Copy of a memorial from E. Crosby to the Secretary of War, dated Washington City, Aug. 2d, 1816.

       I am, very respectfully,

       Sir, your most obedient,

       (Signed)   ROBERT BRENT,

       Paymaster General.

       To the Hon. George Graham, Acting Secretary of War.

       15

      

       (Copy.)

       DEAR SIR,

       I feel a delicacy in troubling you on this subject, but I know of no other method to obtain the desired information.

       Be pleased to inform me what sums of money Benajah Mallory received for each of the following persons belonging to captain Frisbee's company, in the Canadian corps, viz. Stephen Petton, John Bennett, William M'Carty, James MGee, James McLaughlin; also, for Cary Maeellus, and if you can find the muster roll of captain Hamilton's rifle company, and inform me if Elnathan Thrasher appears thereon, you would do me a great favor; said Thrasher died at Sack-rtt's Harbor in the summer of the last campaign. Please inform me if said Mallory received his (Thrasher's) back pay; he had a power for that purpose, and letters of administration. Says " he did not receive the money, and has lost the papers." Major Mallory was at Washington, last wh ter, with the claims of the above persons, and does not give a satisfactory account. II he has dealt honestly, there can he no impropriety in making the inquiry; if he has acted the knave, he will probably be brought to justice. I once caught him incog, bv the side of a widow, and cheated her out of S100, beside s the discount on southern money. Please also inform me the amount he received for the widow of lieutenant Israel Willeox, of the twelve months volunteers, who died on the Niagara frontier, and what kind of money he received.

       Sir, if you have a clerk in the office that will write an answer to the abuve inquiries, 1 will inclose any sum that shall be mentioned.

       Sir, your obdt. servant,

       SAMUEL LAKE. Batuvia, QcL 6th,  IS 17.

      

       (Copy.)

       Paymaster GeneraVs Office,

       Washington, Oet.  23, 1817.-

       SIR,

       I have received your letter of the 6th instant, asking to be informed what sums of money Benajah Mallory received for persons (named in your letter) at this office.

       It will afford me pleasure to answer the inquiries of each, or all, the individuals you mention, provided the application comes from them either conjointly or separately, but I feel both an indelicacy and an impropriety in giving the information you request, to a third person, unless so directed by proper authority.

       In declining this request to you, I beg it to be understood, both by yourself, as well the persons whose names you mention, that it does not proceed from a desire to withhold from them, or either of them, any information which this office will afford, that may be of service, in the just settlement of their respective accounts, whether against the government or against individuals, in whom they may have confided.

       I am, sir,

       Your obdt. servant,

       ROBERT BRENT,

       Paymaster General.

       I do not rightly comprehend your last paragraph; the clerks of this office, I trust, are not in the habit of receiving pecuniary reward from any individual for performance of the legitimate duties with which they are charged; I trust they would revolt at any proposal to do any duty that would be improper.

       R. B. Mr. Samuel Lake,

       Batavia, New York*

      

       (Copy.)

       Batavia, Nov. 7th,  1817.

       SIR,

       I have received your obliging letter of 23d October, and return thanks for the same.

       In my letter of the 6th October, I beg to be understood, th.it by offering a pecuniary compensation, I did not wish to obtain any improper information; or calculate that it Wuuld be accepted for the performance of any legitimate duties of the office. 1 did not know that answering inquiries of this nature, made by individuals, belonged to the duties of the office with which you are charged, which was the reason of my writing as I did.

       Sir, your obdt. servant,

       (Signed)   SAMUEL LAK&

       Robert Event, Esq.

       (Copy.)

       Washington City, Dec  16, 181

       Honorable Robert Brent, Paymaster General,

       SIR,

       Daniel Kinsley, jun. and others, of the town in which I  reside, and its vicinity, have claims upon the government for land and extra pay, as Canadian volunteers, under the act of Congress, passed March 5, 1816, and the acts supplementary thereto, and granting bounties in land, and extra pay, to certain Canadian volunteers, and have preferred their claims through the agency of Dudley Frink, Benjamin W. Hopkins, and Moses Jeyyett, upon the government, for the

      

       ttd and amount of pay, which has been generously award' to them. Those gentlemen, under the pretence of being untenanced and employed by the government, very  patrh Ically  traversed the country for the purpose of assisting (he aimants to establish their claims, and promised when the me should be established, to account with the several claim-its for the sums received by them, deducting from the nount, a sum only sufficient to pay them for their trouble id for moneys expended in establishing the same These aimants, sir, have made fruitless inquiries of those gentle-en, respecting their claims, but could only learn, that they id not been established. For the three years  last past,  I ive been the collector of direct tax and internal duties, for e district in which most of these claimants reside, and am rsonally acquainted with most part of them. In conscience of the  numerous  and  urgent  applications of these aimants to me, for assistance in this business, I am induced, r, in their behalf,  respectfully  to submit their case to your insideration, and if not incompatible with the rules of ;>ur office, do request that such information may be given e or them, as will enable the several soldiers to ascertain e amount received on each of their claims, and by whom ceived. I am, sir, interested  in a trifling degree,  in ascer-ining the amount received on these claims, as 1 have fur-shed money to some of these claimants  for the subsistence their families,  on the supposition that their claims would 5 established, and when established, to receive only the nount lent. I have been able, sir, to ascertain that those aims in which I had a personal interest, have been esta-ished. It is therefore, at the particular request of the seve-I claimants, and with a view to aid them in obtaining their 1st rights, that I have interfered myself in their behalf. I r ill refer you, sir, to the honorable Samuel H. Smith, Com-lissioner of the Revenue, for any information relating to ly character, standing, &c. &c.

       I am, sir, very respectfully,

       Your obdt humble servant,

       (Signed)        ASAIIEL LANGWORTI1Y.

       On the original, of which this is a true copy, the fol->wing was endorsed:    " In consequence of this letter, Robt.

      

       Brent had a personal interview with Mr. Langworthy, and stated to him, that on an application of the individuals interested, I would with pleasure furnish the account of what had been paid to these agents; but that I did not feel myself authorized on the call of third persons, without having written authority to furnish the transactions of individuals at this office; but that I would furnish this information on the call made by proper authority, or the individuals interested.

       ROBERT BRENT."
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