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       Most Ex. Comp. Maurice Arthur Searle

       Grand First Principal

      

       BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH  .  .  .

       MAURICE ARTHUR SEARLE

       Most  Excellent Grand   First   Principal

       Born—

       Croydon, England, (i November, 1898, came to Canada as a boy

       in 1911. Parents—

       William   <uu\  Kate Scarlc.

       Married-Wife's  name,   (May) Mary.

       Religion—

       Member of Eglinton United Church, Toronto.

       War Record—

       Enlisted at the age of 161,4 years, December, 1915, soon after he went to France with the 18th Battalion, 2nd Canadian Division. 25th of May, 1917, he was wounded at Merricourt on the Lens Front, and was invalided in France for some time. Later he saw action in several capacities and remained in France until December, 1918. On New Year's eve, 1918-19, he returned to England. He returned to Canada and received his discharge at the Exhibition Grounds, Toronto.

       Business—

       After his discharge from the army he took advantage of the educational courses provided by the Department of Soldiers Re-establishment. Later he was posted to the accounting department of the Soldiers' Aid Commission. In 1924 he became assistant supervisor in the Pensions Claims Branch, September, 1930, saw another change in the Pensions Department of Canada, and our Grand Z. was appointed Pensions Advocate with the Department of Pensions and National Health. The 1st of September, 1939, saw another change for him by being appointed District Pensions Advocate, a position he still maintains (to quote from The Veterans' Advocate, a monthly magazine) "and fills admirably." In 1953 the Ontario government honored him by appointing him a Commissioner of the Soldiers' Aid Commission in Ontario.

       Masonic Record

       Initiated, Passed and Raised in Alpha Lodge No. 384, G.R.C., A.F. & A.M.. in 1922, became Worshipful Master in 1938, elected D.D.G.M., Toronto District D, 1950-51. Received Honorary Rank as P.M. in Ulster Lodge No. 537, G.R.C. and Remembrance Lodge No. 586, G.R.C., Toronto. Exalted in the St. Patrick Chapter No. 145, G.R.C., in 1926, became First Principal 1942, elected Grand Superintendent 1948, elected to Grand Chapter Executive Committee 1951-5, elected Grand J. 1955-6, and Grand First Principal, April 25, 1957. He has served Grand Chapter in many ways and at the present time is the representative  of the Grand Chapter of Delaware, near the Grand Chapter of Canada. He served Royal Arch Masonry in the Toronto District's Principals' Association and was elected President. Past Thrice 111. Master of Adoniram Council No. 2, Royal and Select Masters of Ontario, and Past Grand Inspector General; Past Commander Noah Royal Ark Mariners of Ontario, he is a member of Geoffrev de St. Aldemar Preceptory No. 2 Knight Templars, a Kt. Comp. of the Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant Orders.

       Other activities: Our Grand Z. in his younger days was one of Canada's well known soccer football players and was highly rated. Now his chief recreation is golf, being a member of the Islington Golf Club.

       F.J.J.
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       R. Ex. Comp.

       Bruce H. Smith

       Grand H.

       R. Ex. Comp.

       Maurice A. Searle

       Grand  Z.

       R. Ex. Comp.

       Charles W. Emmett

       Grand J.
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       M. Ex. Comp. Frederick W. Dean

      

       GRAND SCRIBE E CENTENNIAL YEAR
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       R. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson

      

       SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

       TO MARK THE ONE  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY OF

       THE    GRAND   CHAPTER    OF    ROYAL    ARCH    MASONS

       OF CANADA

       Sunday, April 27th, 1958

       at 3.00 p.m.

       Concert Hall, Royal York Hotel

       Toronto, Canada

       ORGAN PRELUDE   BRO. EDGAR GOODAIRE, Organist.

       CALL TO ORDER   M. EX. COMP. MAURICE A. SEARLE, Grand Z.

       GOD SAVE THE QUEEN -    -    - AMERICA INVOCATION       -    -       R.   EX.   COMP.   REV.   HAROLD   W.   POINTEN,

       Grand   Chaplain.

       0 God our Great and Eternal Companion, whose face all generations have sought, and whose will all ages have desired, we lift up our hearts to Thee, invoking Thy blessing and benediction  upon  this Service of Thanksgiving.

       Thou hast made us one in our need of Thee, one in our desire for Thy fellowship, one in our common hope of life Everlasting; and we beseech Thee now to unite us as one in the bond of worship, that we may worship Thee in the beauty of holiness.

       Be pleased to impart Thy Holy Spirit to all here assembled, and so manifest Thyself to us that all that is best in us may be called forth to render due thanks for all Thy mercies, and to praise Thee, who art the health of our countenance and our God. Amen. HYMN    -    -    -

       Unto the hills around do I lift up my longing eyes.

       ADDRESS OF WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  OF SPEAKER    -    -    -

       M.E. COMP. MAURICE A. SEARLE, Grand Z.

       It is my great joy and privilege to welcome you to this service of Thanksgiving. It is. of course, naturally consistent with Masonic teachings and Masonic fundamentals that on such occasions as this, the Centenary of our Grand Chapter, that the commencement of the celebration should be a service of Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the blessings that he has vouchsafed to us over this century of time.

       1 have been, yes. uplifted during the past few days, in the great joy that has been mine in officially welcoming to this Centenary celebration these our guests who have travelled many miles in order to share with us, to enrich this great occasion, guests from England, Scotland and Australia, so many from the sister jurisdictions of ours in Canada and those, our great friends from the United States. It has been a distinct pleasure for me, an experience I shall always remember, but, nothwithstanding the joy that we have experienced in the past few days in welcoming these distinguished guests, I want to say a special welcome to the Companions of our Grand Chapter and their families who have gathered here today to join in this great service of Thanksgiving. I am sure that our distinguished guests will understand me when I say that this service of thanks would have been negligible in value and of no significance actually for us if the Companions and their ladies had not gathered with us in such large numbers, and this, of course, will be, in my life, the milestone of my Masonic career in that I had the very distinct honour and very great pleasure of extending to all a cordial welcome and best wishes.

       I feel sure that we will all leave this service of Thanksgiving, not only uplifted, not only enriched spiritually, but with the firm resolve of re-dedicating ourselves to the service of God and to the service of this great institution of which, rightly so, we should be proud.

       It is also a very great honour to present to you the speaker, I say present

      

       because the program says "introduction". Rev. Dr. Harold W. Young needs no introduction to a Masonic gathering not only in Canada but internationally. He is not only in demand internationally, but he has made his mark wherever he has been and we in Canada are extremely proud of this great Canadian. He has, of course, as you are aware, had a distinguished career. He is a graduate of McGill University, he has been honoured by the Union Theoretical College of New York, Victoria University (here in Toronto) and Mount Allison University in Sackville. I can spend much time telling you of the tremendous contribution he has made in all spheres of the United Church, not only of the church but of every agency that exists throughout Canada for the good of people and consequently, it is with more than ordinary pride I present to you this notable Canadian and a great Mason, Doctor Rev. W. Harold Young. ADDRESS    -    -    -

       BRO.  THE   REV.  W.   HAROLD   YOUNG,   M.A.,   B.D.,   D.D.,   L.L.D.

       Most Excellent Companion Searle has been more than generous and kindly in his words of welcome here this afternoon. I have no words at my command to say how much I appreciate his generosity and even more, the privilege which has been made mine in having a part in this most significant service in connection with this most significant celebration. I think any man might well consider it one of the crowning privileges of his life to have such an opportunity as you have given me, and I do want everyone to know something at least as to how greatly I appreciate it.

       This is a Sunday afternoon. This is a service of worship and thanksgiving. On such an occasion, surely a sermon is in order. A sermon, to be in a genuine sense a sermon, must have a text. In my text and what I want to say this afternoon, you will find in words which are not unfamiliar to many of us here, in the 4th verse of the ninth chapter of the book of the prophet Ezekiel. "Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof." And naturally the first word that should be spoken today, is one of humble and reverent thanksgiving to the great Architect of the universe, the Giver of all good, for the hundred years of life and service which this Grand Chapter of Canada just now is celebrating. As I have the tale, Royal Arch Masonry was introduced into Canada, Upper Canada at least, in the formation of a Chapter in the city of Kingston in the year 1797 and by 1857 and 8, the number of Chapters had risen to seven. Of these seven, three were represented at the meeting in the City of Hamilton at which the Grand Chapter Canada was organized. In short order, recognition was secured and the others joined, but even at that, it must have been but a small and relatively insignificant total of membership in those days which in faith and courage prompted men to take so bold a step. The years, however, have rolled by, a hundred of them, and they have brought a tale that must move our hearts to gratitude and we remember how, from that tiny beginning there has come by slow process of solid growth, this great and splendid and prosperous and significant organization under the auspices of which we are met to give thanks here today.

       Surely no man can recall that story even in outline and in barest suggestion without being moved to feel that God's blessing has rested upon this Order, without being moved that we have been the recipients of God's favour and that to Him this day, our hearty gratitude should properly be given and so it is from every heart and in those hearts too, the prayer that his continued favour will be ours through all the expanding opportunities and the multiplying difficulties perhaps of these troubled and difficult days in which we live. And it is about that last aspect, I want to say a word or two quite directly to the members of the Royal Arch and their families who are here today, because I am convinced that there is a distinctive and particular witness which Royal Arch Masons may make in these really difficult days through which we now are passing. A witness which can be of genuine significance as mankind takes up the burdens of weight in the present human situation. A witness without which, life for ourselves and for our fellows may well be poor. My text of course, was in one of the strange

      

       visions of that strange prophet Ezekiel, who in, I suppose a trance,  heard  the voice of ('cnl saying to his messenger, "Go and set a seal upon the foreheads of upright men. that the\ ina\ be recognized for what thev are." The rest of the Story doesn't need to detain us. In that one central point, there is enough Suggestion for us in this hour today. It is. I think, a part of the challenge  which every Arch Mason and its ever) member,  that  thev should be men upon whom there  is a distinctive mark. A mark not on their foreheads, but in  their  hearts and souls. A mark  which  may not be known merely to one another, but also to all men who have to do with them, and if anyone should ask what the nature of that distinctive mark is. it would occur to me that there were at least three aspects of its distinctiveness upon each of those I want to dwell for a brief moment today, and then we shall be done.

       First of all. the mark that properly belongs in the heart and life of the Roval Arch Masons is surely the mark of reverence. I shall not need to remind anyone here today, how large a part reverence occupies in the ritual and the life of chapters of the Roval Arch. It begins with reverence for that which is above. For those high spiritual values that are beyond sense and sight, by which light is most truly enriched and which have their consummation and their climax in that supreme being in whom all spiritual excellence is gathered and summed up, that mercy omnipotent, which lies at the heart of the surrounding vastness and for which we have no other name than Goci. In an age in which so many find it impossible to speak with emphasis on even a trivial matter without dragging in the name of God profanely. In an age in which so many tend to ignore His worship and to flout His laws. There surely is an auspicious influence possible for men who go out into the life of our age stamped unmistakably with the mark of reverence for that which is above. And having begun with reverence for that which is above, the reverence it seems to me of a Royal Arch Mason passes on into reverence for that which is about us and by that I mean reverence for human personality. I remember reading years ago a story of one of the great Scottish Divines, Doctor John Kearne who is principal of one of the great colleges in Edinburgh. Before he went to Edinburgh to assume a place in the world of education, John Kearne spent many years as Minister of the  little  East coast seaport town of Berwick and after he had gone to Edinburgh and had attained his greatness there, he used to come back regularly to Berwick somewhere about once a year and spend a Sunday in the pulpit which he had graced and dignified in his earlier days. Those were great occasions in the life of that whole community, for he was a great man and had a great place in their hearts.

       One Monday morning, when he was about to return to Edinburgh after having spent the previous day in Berwick, he was driven to the station by an ostler. An ostler who was well known as one of the town's most notorious ne'er-do-wells. John Kearne knew him well. It may even be that some people were concerned about the spiritual welfare of this ne'er-do-well and suggested to John Kearne that he. having his complete confidence, would speak to him. In all events, when they got to the station John Kearne spent the interval between the time of his arrival and the time of the departure of the train by walking up and down the platform with this ne'er-do-well, taking this last opportunity to urge him to mend his evil ways. Up and down the platform they walked, the tall dignified form of the great man with his massive face bending over to speak to the wastrel who shuffled along by his side. They got down to the end of the platform where they were alone and when they got down there, they turned to face one another and suddenly John Kearne did a most unusual thing. He took off his hat and stood looking down at this poor evil doer who confronted him and there, with the wind from the sea blowing through his  flowing   white  locks, he gazed upon him. Why did John Kearne do that thing? John Kearne had reverenced God for a long time and he reverenced him now in the presence of that erring, sinning wastrel. Mv brethren, that kind of emphasis we greatly need in our world today, emphasis on the significance and eternal value of the individual. Reverence in the presence of that in which God dwells, the human personalities by which we are surrounded and is so often denied. Hitler denied it in  his doctrine of the

      

       individual as merely the tool of the ambitious state. Stalin denied it and after him Kruschev denied it still in their doctrine of the individual's value only as he may contribute to the advancement and well being of the party. It is likewise denied in aspect after aspect of the operating of the grinding systems that take their sometimes hideous ways over the whole field of human living in our time.

       What chance has decency got in a world in which the snuffing out of the lives of a million or two of half dozen million men, women and children in New York or London by an inter-continental ballistic missile is considered as only of secondary importance compared with the carrying through of the plans of some ambitious dictator. What chance has decency got in a world like that. Reverence for God, reverence for human personality, these are the very corner-stones of our democracy and if they go, everything goes. I say then today in this presence, in one of the significant contributions that every Royal Arch Mason can make to the life of his time, is that wherever he goes and bv what he is and does, he should bear unmistakably the mark of reverence. In so doing, he may help to bring it alive again in this world of our time. Likewise central in the teachings of Royal Arch Masonry there is something else which comes into the foreground as a second aspect of the mark that every Royal Arch Mason may well bear. Upon his brow and upon his life may well surely be the mark of work. There is an old legend which some of us here know well, about three men who discovered a treasure, a treasure that had long been hid from human sight and the discovery of which was one of the important events of their time. And if you think back to that old tale and ask yourself what things contributed to make the success of that attempt to make the discovery. You can evade the fact that one of the things that most contributed to it was their willingness of those three men to work. To apply vigorously the pick, the shovel and the crowbar. To tear down old masonry that has been cemented in its place for centuries and hardened there and the removal of which meant I suppose, bleeding hands and sweat of brow. To shovel away the accumulated rubble of the centuries which has elapsed since that treasure has been seen by man. In short, the discovery of the treasure was entirely due to the fact that there were men willing to work and had there been no hard work done,  there would have been no treasure found.

       Now I suggest to you and myself today that the old tale so familiar to us is a tale which has considerable meaning for the age in which we live. An age in which not all men to put it conservatively, are deeply interested in the possibilities of hard work. So many of the people about us in our Western world are intent, above all other things in getting as much as they possibly can in return for giving as little as they possibly can get away with. So many of the people in our Western World not content with the forty-four hour week are bringing it down to forty, now talk about a thirty-two hour week in our Western World. So many of the people about us have learned to look easily and with equanimity to the welfare state to provide them with security that their fathers had to earn by the sweat of their brow.

       It seems to me that the Royal Arch Masons who know that lesson and pondered its meaning we should recognize a challenge to ourselves to go out with the recognizable and unmistakable mark upon our lives that distinguishes those who are willing to put their best into the tasks and bear their full share of the struggle and the toil that alone can win the better world of dreams. I've talked about the mark of reverence, the mark of work. There is one more mark of this aspect that I believe should be unmistakable in every life of every Royal Arch Mason and it is of course the mark of the keystone. Have you not read the Scripture, the stone that the builders rejected has become the head of the corner and in that Royal Arch Masonry comes to the very threshold of that Divinest masonry that was born long years ago in the sorrowing human world in Bethlehem. I heard not long ago a story that comes out of Sweden and out of the remote past in Sweden up in one of the Northern villages in the earlier days of Swedish history when Charles was king of that country, a parish priest was electrified to be told one Sunday morning that his king was to attend service in his village church. Completely  flustered he made what last

      

       minute arrangements he could, welcomed the king and greeted his companions when the\ came, had them shown in  the  front seal and then nervousK and completely jitter) went through the service and it came time to preach the sermon, hut  thinking  it the proper  thing  to do he put aside completely the sermon  which  he had prepared tor  his  congregation thinking the service would he an ordinal*) one and in place of  that  gave a twenty  minute  discourse on the marvellous virtues  which  marked the king, lie- told the assembled congregation what a great man King Charles  was.  how wise in his counsel, how great a hero in battle, how strong and Ear-sighted in dealing with problems that came, how sympathetic to all the needy and the weak, lie told them in eloquent words what a great man they had as king and how they could honour him in all things. The service came to its end, the king went out, the day passed and then there came to the excited hands of the parish priest, a parcel. It was obviously, because it was so stamped, from the king. Excitedly he opened it and there was something  which  \ou can  still  see on a pillar just across from the pulpit in that church. Still see it today. It was a gift from the king. It was a crucifix. The crucifix was of gold. The figure on the cross was most exquisitely carved. The hair upon his head was real human hair. The crown of thorns was again of gold. Visitors to that church today say that it is one of the handsomest  crucifixes  that their eyes have ever seen, as they look upon it there in this so different time. The priest picked it up, held it admiringly at arm's length and rejoiced at having it for himself and his church. And then he noticed a card in the hox under where the crucifix had been. He picked it up — this was what was written on the card — "You will hang this crucifix on the pillar in your church directly opposite the pulpit, that he who enters there to preach may know what is his proper subject." The stone that the builders rejected, the keystone of the Royal Arch of life indeed, the keystone of the Royal Arch of redemption, the keystone of the Royal Arch of human brotherhood through which and which alone mankind might pass to this discovery of that better world of dreams, the hope of which still haunts us despite the frustration and the disappointments of these times. The mark of the true keystone may that indeed be upon us all.

       APPRECIATION   ME.    COMP.    MAURICE    A.    SEARLE,     Grand     Z.

       HYMN   -   -   -

       O God. our help in  ages past. TORONTO   MEN   TEACHERS'  CHOIR -

       CONDUCTOR   BRO.   ELDON   BRETHOUR,

       Director  of   Music,   Toronto   Schools.

       ACCOMPANIST        MR.   WILLLIAM   WARWICK.

       PROGRAMME

       WITH A SONG OF SINGING MARTIN SHAW

       BREAK FORTH O BEAUTEOUS HEAVENLY LIGHT    -    -    -    J. S. BACH

       CELTIC   HYMN       ROBERTON

       RIDE THE CHARIOT       WILLIAMS

       EIGHT BELLS

       OLD  MAN  NOAH  >       SEA     CHANTEYS   Arr.     M.     BARTHOLOMEW

       ;oah  >

       THE  MUSICAL TRUST       CLOKEY

       THE TIDE RISES       CARSE

       DE GOSPEL TRAIN         Arr. NOBLE CAIN

       DOWN  IN  THE  VALLEY GEO.  MEAD

       GOD OF OUR FATHERS DC. ROBERTS

       BENEDICTION    -    RT.    EX.    COMP.    REV.    HAROLD    W.    POINTEN,

       Grand Chaplin. •.Vow      unto    the   King   Eternal,    Immortal,    Invisible,    the    only wise    God,   be   honour   and   gloi~y,   for   ever   and   ever.   Amen.

      

       GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       PROCEEDINGS AN   ESPECIAL   CONVOCATION    OF   THE   GRAND    CHAPTER   OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF CANADA WAS HELD IN THE MASONIC TEMPLE,  STOUFFVILLE,  ONTARIO,   ON  TUESDAY,  THE  FOURTH DAY OF JUNE, A.D. 1957, A. INV. 2487.

       PRESENT

       M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle Grand  Z.\  r        ,

       R.  Ex. Comp. Bruce H. Smith Grand H.Vg™ 1 ^

       R.   Ex. Comp. Charles W. Emmett Grand J.J

       M. Ex. Comp. John L. House I. P. Grand Z.

       R.   Ex. Comp. Rev. George H. Thomas as Grand Chaplain

       R.   Ex. Comp. Andrew F. Tannahill as Grand Treasurer

       R.   Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson Grand Scribe E.

       R.   Ex. Comp. Basil C. Damude Grand Scribe N.

       R.   Ex. Comp. Charles E. Morgan Grand Principal Sojourner

       V.   Ex. Comp. Arthur Otis Grand Sr. Sojourner

       V.   Ex. Comp. John A. Wilson Grand Jr. Sojourner

       R. Ex. Comp. Fred Schytte District Grand Superintendent

       R.   Ex. Comp. Reginald A. Lewis as Grand D. of C.

       R.   Ex. Comp. William H. Meldrum Grand Registrar

       V.   Ex. Comp. David S. MacLachlan Grand Organist

       Comp. Walter Wakefield Grand Outer Guard

       and the following assisting: R.   Ex. Comp. Geo. Sheard   R.   Ex. Comp. C. A. Batt

       R.   Ex. Comp. John R. Parrott   R.   Ex. Comp. William Johnston

       R.   Ex. Comp. John W. Frey   R.   Ex. Comp. James E. Girven

       R.   Ex. Comp. Robt. N. McElhinney   R.   Ex. Comp. Roy   M.  Anderson

       R.   Ex. Comp. J. Lew. Hewson   R.   Ex. Comp. Percy Eagles

       R.   Ex. Comp. C. W. Martin   R.   Ex. Comp. F. D. Lacey

       R.   Ex. Comp. Chas.  T.   Palmer   R.   Ex. Comp. Fred Edwards

       R.   Ex. Comp. J. A. Robinson   R.   Ex. Comp. Lester G. Jackson

       R.   Ex. Comp. Elmer M. Woolcock   R.   Ex. Comp. Harry Grant

       V.   Ex. Comp. D. V. Watson   V.   Ex. Comp. W. Pomeroy

       Ex. Comp. G. K. Johnston   Ex. Comp. D. H. Ford

       Ex. Comp. J. F. Cornish   Ex. Comp. E. Bradbury

       Ex. Comp. B. K. Bell   Ex. Comp. H. Bourne

       Ex. Comp. W. Wyllie Grand Chapter was opened in Ample Form at 8.50 p.m. when the Grand First Principal announced that the Especial Convocation had been called for the purpose of Consecrating Tyrian Chapter, No. 258, Royal Arch Masons of Stouffville, Ontario, and Dedicating the Chapter Room.

       The   Ceremonies,   being  concluded,   the   Most  Excellent   the   Grand   First Principal closed Grand Chapter at 10.30 p.m.

       GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       PROCEEDINGS AN   ESPECIAL   CONVOCATION    OF   THE   GRAND    CHAPTER   OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF CANADA WAS HELD IN THE MASONIC TEMPLE, CORNWALL, ONTARIO, ON FRIDAY, THE FOURTH DAY OF OCTOBER, A.D., 1957, A. INV. 2487.

       PRESENT

       M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle Grand  ZA  r         ,

       R. Ex. Comp. Bruce H. Smith Grand H.>££^ n

       R. Ex. Comp. Reg. J. Lewis as Grand J.J

       R. Ex. Comp. Robert M. W. Armstrong Grand Superintendent

       Ex. Comp. Rev. F. Eaton as Grand Chaplain

       R. Ex. Comp. Harvey Milne as Grand Treasurer

      

       R. Ex. Comp. Fred  I- Johnson        Grand Scribe E.

       R. Ex. Comp. George  i'hilips  Jr as Grand Scribe N.

       R   Ex. Comp. Charles E.  Morgan    Grand Principal Soj.

       R   Ex. Comp. Fergus A. McDiarmid    as Grand Senior Soj.

       R   Ex. Comp. Colin   McDiarmid     as Grand Junior Soj.

       R   I \   Comp. S.  Marked as Grand D. of C.

       \    Ex. C:om|).  M. W. Zearn       as Grand Pursuivant

       and  the following assisting

       R   Ex. Comp.   Roy  Anderson   R. Ex. Comp. Alex Mitchell

       V. Ex. Comp. J. Silk   Ex. Comp. G. B. Stidwell

       EX. Comp. Scott  McLennan   _      _   _   .  _,     . .

       Ex. Comp. C. E.  Blair   Ex     Com P-  Samuel   Rankm

       Ex. Comp. F. Lagden   Ex. Comp. Eady  McKillican

       and others. Grand Chapter was opened in Ample Form at 9 p.m. when  the Grand Z.

       announced  that  the Especial Convocation had  been called  for the purpose of

       Dedicating   the   Chapter   Room   for   Covenant   Chapter   No.   113   Royal   Arch

       Masons of Cornwall, Ontario.

       The   Ceremony   being   concluded   the   Most   Excellent   the   Grand   First

       Principal closed Grand Chapter at 10.30 p.m.

       GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       PROCEEDINGS AN    ESPECIAL   CONVOCATION    OF   THE   GRAND    CHAPTER    OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF CANADA WAS HELD IN THE MASONIC TEMPLE.   PORT   HOPE,   ONTARIO,   ON   TUESDAY,   THE   TWENTY NINTH DAY OF OCTOBER, A.D., 1957, A. INV. 2487.

       PRESENT

       M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle Grand Z. )  r        ,

       ,R. Ex. Comp. Bruce H. Smith Grand H. V^ 1 " 3 ™.,

       R. Ex. Comp. Charles W. Emmett Grand J. J  Counci1

       R. Ex. Comp. Rev. Harold W. Pointer Grand Chaplain

       R. Ex. Comp. Lloyd B. Gillespie as Grand Treasurer

       R. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson Grand Scribe E.

       R. Ex. Comp. George Philips Jr as Grand Scribe N.

       R. Ex. Comp. Z. A. Gilkinson Grand Superintendent

       R. Ex. Comp. Charles E. Morgan Grand Principal Soj.

       R. Ex. Comp. W. H. Meldrum as Grand Senior Soj.

       V. Ex. Comp. Arthur Otis Grand Junior Soj.

       V. Ex. Comp. Dave MacLachlan Grand Organist

       R. Ex. Comp. Reg. J. Lewis as Grand D. of C.

       V. Ex. Comp. William Pomeroy as Grand Pursuivant

       and the following assisting R. Ex. Comp. John Frey   R. Ex. Comp. Fred Schytte

       R. Ex. Comp. G. Sheard   R. Ex. Comp. Harold  Flintoff

       R. Ex. Comp. H. Inch   R. Ex. Comp. P. S. Conibear

       R. Ex. Comp. H. Ewing   R. Ex. Comp. E. Edmonson

       R. Ex. Comp. H. Freeman   R. Ex. Comp. L. Hewson

       R. Ex. Comp. L. Colling   Ex. Comp. J. Poulton

       Ex. Comp. W. Baker   Ex. Comp. D. Rowe

       Ex. Comp. W.    L. Houston   Ex. Comp. B. Bennett

       Ex. Comp. A. Blanchard   Ex. Comp. M. Bickle

       Comp. Walter Wakefield Grand Chapter was opened in Ample Form at 8.30 p.m. when the Grand Z. announced that the Especial Convocation had been called for the purpose of Dedicating the Chapter Room for Victoria Chapter No. 37 Royal Arch Masons of Port Hope, Ontario.

       The Ceremony being concluded the Most Excellent Grand First  Principal closed Grand Chapter at 9.45 p.m.

      

       GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       PROCEEDINGS

       AN ESPECIAL CONVOCATION OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF CANADA WAS HELD IN THE MASONIC TEMPLE, KITCHENER, ONTARIO, ON WEDNESDAY, THE ELEVENTH DAY OF DECEMBER, A.D., 1957, A. INV. 2488.

       I Grand

       PRESENT

       M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle Grand Z.

       M.Ex. Comp. Bruce H. Smith  Grand H. V]

       R. Ex. Comp. John W. Frey as Grand J./

       R. Ex. Comp. Harold Shannon as Grand Treasurer

       R. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson Grand Scribe E.

       R. Ex. Comp. Neil A. MacEachern as Grand Scribe N.

       R. Ex. Comp. Charles E. Morgan Grand Principal Soj.

       R. Ex. Comp. J. Leeth as Grand Senior Soj.

       V. Ex. Comp. J. A. Wilson Grand Junior Soj.

       R. Ex. Comp. R. J. Lewis as Grand D. of C.

       Comp. Walter Wakefield Grand Outer Guard

       Comp. J. W. Pratt as Grand Organist

       and the following assisting

       R. Ex. Comp. Allan Mason   R. Ex. Comp. A. S. Martin

       R. Ex. Comp. S. L. Bartja   R. Ex. Comp. Fred Schytte

       R. Ex. Comp. George Sheard   R. Ex. Comp. J. Marr

       R. Ex. Comp. Lew Hewson   V. Ex. Comp. I. Tucker

       V. Ex. Comp. W. H. Sargent   V. Ex. Comp. Dave MacLachlan Ex. Comp. R. Perry   Ex. Comp. G. McKecknie

       Ex. Comp. G. R. Cook   Ex. Comp. G. Smith

       Ex. Comp. H. Woodley   Ex. Comp. M. C. Watson

       Grand Chapter was opened in Ample Form at 9.00 p.m. when the Grand Z. announced that the Especial Convocation had been called for the purpose of Dedicating the Chapter Room for Kitchener Chapter No. 117 Royal Arch Masons of Kitchener, Ontario.

       The Ceremony being concluded the Most Excellent the Grand First Principal closed Grand Chapter at 10.45 p.m.

      
        [image: picture4]
      

       j^^JjA^^^'

       Grand Scribe E.

      

       GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       PROCEEDINGS

       IHK ONE HUNDREDTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF CANADA. HELD IN THE ROYAL YORK HOTEL, TORONTO, ONTARIO, ON APRIL 28TH AND 291 H. L958.

       M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle Grand Z. /

       R. Ex. Comp. Bruce  H. Smith  Grand  H.<   ' r '      ..

       R. Ex. Comp. Charles W. Emmett Grand J. v

       Past Grand Z's. M. Ex. Clomps.  John  M. Burden.  Reginald V. Conover, Fred W. Dean, Clarence

       M.  L.    Pitts,   Alexander  G.   N.   Bradshaw,  John  A.   M.  Taylor,

       John L.  House.  Melville S. Gooderham

       R. Ex. Comp.  Rev. Harold W. Pointer Grand Chaplain

       M. Ex. Clomp. Fred W. Dean Grand Treasurer

       R. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson Grand Scribe E.

       R. Ex. Comp. Basil C. Damude Grand Scribe N.

       R. Ex. Comp. Charles E.  Morgan Grand  Principal Sojourner

       V. Ex. Comp. Arthur M. Ottis Grand Senior Sojourner

       V.  Ex. Clomp. John A. Wilson Grand Junior Sojourner

       Y.  Ex. Comp. Arthur E. Johnson Grand Director of Ceremonies

       Ex. Comp. Lance Morrison Assistant D. of C.

       R. Ex. Comp. Yictor L. Mutton as Grand Pursuivant

       \ .  Fx. Comp. W. J. Stewart Grand Outer Guard

       GRAND SUPERINTENDENTS

       St. Clair District No. 1  R. Ex. Comp. Peter Leslie Lalonde

       London District No. 2 R. Ex. Comp. Roy Ratz

       Wilson District No. 3 R. Ex. Comp. William Johnston

       Wellington District No. 4 R. Ex. Comp. John William Frey

       Hamilton District No. 5 R. Ex. Comp. John Albert Atkinson

       Huron District No.  6  R. Ex. Comp. James Wellington Crich

       Niagara District No. 7 R. Ex. Comp. George Oldfield

       Toronto East District No. 8 R. Ex. Comp. H. A. Fred Schytte

       Toronto West District No. 8A R. Ex. Comp. George Robert Sheard

       Georgian District No. 9 R. Ex. Comp. John Ross Parrott,

       Ontario District No. 10 R. Ex. Comp. Lawrence Arthur Gilkinson

       Prince Edward District No. 11 R. Ex. Comp. Charles Albert Batt

       St. Lawrence District No. 12 R. Ex. Comp. Robert McWhirter Armstrong

       Ottawa District No. 13 R. Ex. Comp. Roderick Ferguson Fraser

       Algoma District No. 14 R. Ex. Comp. David Harcus

       New Ontario District No. 15 R. Ex. Comp. Percival Stanley Jannison

       Temiskaming District  No.  16 R. Ex. Comp. Howard Thurlow Beaton

      

       GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       GRAND CHAPTER OPENED

       A Constitutional number of Chapters being represented by their qualified officers, the One Hundredth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada was opened in Ample Form at ten o'clock a.m.

       DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

       The following distinguished guests were introduced by the Grand Director of Ceremonies V. Ex. Comp. Arthur E. Johnson and assistants: COLORADO

       M. Ex. Comp. Gordon Merrick — Grand High Priest, the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Colorado. CONNECTICUT

       M. Ex. Comp. J. E. Erickson — Grand High Priest.

       Ex.   Comp.   B.   W.   Clark   —   Grand   Secretary,   Most   Excellent   Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Connecticut. DELAWARE

       M. Ex. Comp. C. P. Davidson — Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Delaware. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

       Ex.   Comp.   Joseph   C.   Richmond   —   Grand   Principal   Sojourner,   Grand Chapter of the Royal Arch Masons of the District of Columbia. FLORIDA

       M. Ex. Comp. Dr. H. J. Wendland — P.G.H.P. and our Grand Representative. M. Ex. Comp. J. B. Phelps — P.G.H.P., Grand Secretary and General Grand Master of Royal & Select Masters of U.S.A., the Most Excellent Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of the State of Florida. IDAHO

       Ex. Comp. C. Hartung — our Grand Representative, near the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Idaho. ILLINOIS

       M. Ex. Comp. H. E. Freeland — Grand High Priest, the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Illinois. INDIANA

       M. Ex. Comp. R. K. Becker — Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of the State of Indiana. MARYLAND

       M. Ex. Comp. G. B. Wells — Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Maryland. MASSACHUSETTS

       M. Ex. Comp. E. P. Carver, Jr. — Grand High Priest, Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Massachusetts. MICHIGAN

       M. Ex. Comp. O. J. Myers — Grand High Priest. M. Ex. Comp. Roy Andrus — P.G.H.P. and Grand Secretary. M. Ex. Comp. P. F. Naylor — P.G.H.P. and Grand Treasurer. M. Ex. Comp. J. F. Smith - P.G.H.P.

       M. Ex. Comp. A. M. Burke — P.G.H.P. and our Grand Representative near Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Michigan.

       NEBRASKA

       M. Ex. Comp. L. V. Sylvester — Grand High Priest.

       M.   Ex.  Comp.   C.   R.   Greisen  —   P.G.H.P.   and   Grand   Secretary,   Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska.

       NEW JERSEY

       M. Ex. Comp. Oram E. Henry — G.H.P., the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, State of New Jersey.

      

       NEW YORK

       M. Ex. Comp. 1". C. Breithaupt —  (.rami  High Priest.

       M   Ex. Comp. (.. A. Lambert — P.G.H.P, and (.rami Secretary.

       \1   Ex. Comp. W. J. Burley - P.G.H.P.

       R. Ex. Comp. C. A. McDonald — our  (.rand  Representative.

       I lie (.rami Chapter of the  State  of New  York. Royal Arch Masons. Ex.  Comp.   H.  A.  Clark  —   Masonic   Relief  Association  of  the   United States  and Canada.

       NORTH CAROLINA

       M. Ex. Comp. C. L. Taylor — Grand High Priest.

       M.  Ex. Comp.   J.  H.  Parker —  P.G.H.P. and Grand Secretary,  the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina.

       NORTH DAKOTA

       M. Ex. Comp. C. E. Miller — P.G.H.P. and Grand Secretary, Grand Chapter Ro\ a I Arch Masons of North Dakota. OHIO

       M. Ex. Comp. C. E. Nulsen — Grand High Priest.

       M. Ex. Comp. J. A. Gorham - P.G.H.P. and our Gr. Rep.

       Ex. Comp. R. E. Petersen — Past High Priest, Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Ohio.

       PENNSYLVANIA

       Ex. Comp. W. D. Fence — M. Ex. Grand High Priest.

       Ex. Comp. A. L. Miller — M. Ex. P.G.H.P. and our Gr. Rep. near the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania. RHODE ISLAND

       M. Ex. Comp. G. E. Cheek — Grand High Priest.

       Ex. Comp. G. A. Southworth — Grand Capt. of Host and our Gr. Rep near Grand   Royal  Arch  Chapter of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and Providence Plantations. VERMONT

       M. Ex. Comp. M. Lionel Burdick — Grand High Priest, Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Vermont. VIRGINIA

       M. Ex. Comp. S. C. Churn — Grand High Priest.

       R. Ex. Comp. W. T. Casteen — District Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Virginia. GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH MASONS

       M. Ex. Comp. Roscoe R. Walcutt — General Grand Secretary.

       ONTARIO

       R. Ex. Comp. R. M. Burnett — M. Ex. Grand President, Grand Council of the Order of High Priesthood of Ontario.

       ONTARIO

       R. Ex. Comp. R. W. E. McFadden - M. 111. Grand Master, Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario.

       CANADA

       M. Ex. Comp. Lome Johnson — Supreme Grand Master, Sovereign Great Priory of Canada Knights Templar.

       CANADA

       M. Ex. Comp. J. A. M. Taylor — Past Grand Sovereign, Masonic and Military

       Order of Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine. M. Ex. Comp. C.  M.  Pitts —  Past  Sovereign  Grand  Commander,  Supreme

       Council 33° Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the

       Dominion of Canada.

       ALBERTA

       M. Ex. Comp. B. C. Jakeman — Grand /.

       M. Ex. Comp. George Grieve —  P.G.Z., Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Alberta.

      

       BRITISH COLUMBIA

       M. Ex. Comp. E. B. Baker - P.G.Z. and Grand Scribe E., Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of British Columbia. MANITOBA

       M. Ex. Comp. H. Eakin — Grand Z., Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Manitoba. NEW BRUNSWICK

       M. Ex. Comp. Rev. D. C. MacKenzie — Grand Z., the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Brunswick. NOVA SCOTIA

       M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Hogan — Grand High Priest.

       M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Harris — P.G.H.P., Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Nova Scotia. QUEBEC

       M. Ex. Comp. J. H. A. Morecraft — Grand Z. M. Ex. Comp. H. Pickering — P.G.Z. and Grand Scribe E. M. Ex. Comp. H. Moffatt - P.G.Z. M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Waller - P.G.Z.

       M. Ex. Comp. A. J. Osgood — P.G.Z. and our Grand Representative near the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Quebec. SASKATCHEWAN

       M. Ex. Comp. L. J. Chase — Grand Z., Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Saskatchewan. VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

       Eminent Comp.  W.  H.  Sweeting —  Past  Principal  Grand  Sojourner,   the Supreme Grand Chapter of Victoria, Australia. SCOTLAND

       Comp. The  Right  Honourable  Randolph Algernon  Ronald  Stewart,   12th Earl of Galloway,   12th  Baron  Garlies;  6th  Baron  Stewart of Garlies, 11th Baronet of Corsewall; 9th Baronet of Burray;  late Captain The Scots   Guards;   late   Lt.-Col.   and   Hon.   Colonel   King's   Own   Scottish Borderers, Justice of the Peace and Lord Lieutenant of the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, Most Excellent First Grand Principal of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, Right Worshipful Past Grand Master Mason of Scotland. Comp.  Cecil  Stewart  Field,   Bachelor  of  Commerce  of  the   University   of Edinburgh, Most Excellent 3rd Grand Principal of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland. Comp.   William   Alexander   Laird,   late   Captain   The   Royal   Scots,   Most Excellent Grand Scribe E. ENGLAND

       Ex. Comp. Sir George Boag — K.C.I.E., C.S.I., Past Grand Supt.,  Madras, India.   President,   Committee   of   General   Purposes,   Supreme   Grand Chapter of England. ONTARIO

       M. Wor. Bro. and R. Ex. Comp. Harry L. Martyn — Grand Master.

       R. Wor. Bro. and Comp. Ewart G. Dixon — Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge

       A.F. and A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. Most   Excellent   Comp.   Maurice  A.   Searle,   Grand   Z.,   extended   a   warm, friendly, and cordial welcome to all his guests, he also announced:

       "All Royal Arch Masons, in good standing, and properly vouched for, will be made welcome during the Convocation."

       MEMORIAL SERVICE

       By the Grand Chaplain, R. Ex. Comp. Rev. Harold W. Pointen.

       The delegates joined in singing the Hymn "O God Our Help in Ages Past,"

       "God Save the Queen" and

       "My Country 'Tis of Thee."

      

       INVOCATION

       "() Nfost High. Almighty and Everlasting God, to Thee belong all praise, glorv and honour: we invoke I hv blessing and sanction at the opening session of this  Centennial  Convocation.

       Guide we pray, all those to whom has been committed the leadership of this Assembly and grant to them special  gifts  of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and strength, in the  fulfillment  of  their  duties.

       Overshadow this Convocation  with   the  canopy of Thy Divine presence. Unite all companions in the bond of fraternal love. Direct us in all our deliberations, with Thy most gracious favour, and further us with Thy continual aid: that in all our works begun, continued and ended in Thee, we may conform to Thy  Divine  precepts and worthily magnify Thy Holy Name. Amen."

       Selection  from "The Volume of  the  Sacred Law" — Wisdom 5:1-10. I he souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them.

       In the eves of the foolish thc\ seemed to die, and their departure was accounted for  their  hurt.

       And  their  going from us was taken to be their ruin; but they are in peace.

       For though in the sight of men they be punished yet is their hope full of immortality.

       And  having  borne a little chastening, they shall receive great good, because Cod made trial of them, and found them worthy of himself.

       As gold in the furnace he proved them, as a whole burnt offering he accepted them.

       Thev that trust in him shall understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love.

       Because grace and mercy are to his chosen, and he will graciously visit his holy ones.

       For in the Lord is their reward, and the care of them is with the Most High.

       Therefore shall they receive a glorious kingdom, and a crown of beauty from the Lord's own hand."

       MEMORIAL PRAYER

       "O Lord our God, in whom we have comfort and peace in this life, and hope in the life to come, our hearts at this hour are deeply conscious of being compassed about by a great cloud of witnesses,

       Although we come to pay our tribute of remembrance to those Companions whom Thou hast called from our visible presence, we are not unduly cast down in heart or spirit; but rather we rejoice that we have been permitted these main vears to know and respect them, who have revealed in their manner of life, the ennobling and enduring principles of brotherly love, benevolence and truth.

       We give Thee thanks O God, for their Companionship of other days; for the main blessings that have come to us through them; and for the enriching memories, they have bequeathed to us.

       We feel the distinct loss of their strengthening fellowship and helpful counsel, but we give Thee high praise and hearty thanks, O God. for their fidelity to the trust of life. We pray Thee, to grant them safe lodging in heavenlv mansions and a holy rest.

       In these days when the broken cord of love and companionship is being woven together in a new spiritual relationship, grant to those of the inner familv circle a double portion of Thy sustaining grace. Fill their hearts with a comforting trust, and an expectant hope. As we follow our departed Companions with  faith  and love, grant, O Almighty God, the spiritual discernment for us to walk in the way of Thy Holy Laws, so that at last, we may pass safely through the Valley of the shadow of death, into the fellowship of the Life Immortal, and into the Companionship of the Grand Chapter Triumphant.

       To Thee we ^hall ascribe all the glory, now and forever more. Amen."

       HYMN:  "Abide with  Me". A PERIOD OF SILENCE.

      

       PRESENTATION OF LIVING PAST GRAND Zs

       The Grand Z., Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle, requested the Grand Director of Ceremonies, V. Ex. Comp. Arthur E. Johnson, to present the living Past Grand Zs. The following were present:

       M. Ex. Comp. John M. Burden, Z.C., Grand Z., 1943-1944.

       M. Ex. Comp. Col. Reginald V. E. Conover, OB.E., Grand Z., 1945-1946.

       M. Ex. Comp. Frederick W. Dean, Grand Z., 1947-1948.

       M. Ex. Comp. Clarence McZ. Pitts, Grand /.., 1949-1950.

       M. Ex. Comp. Alexander G. N. Bradshaw, Grand Z., 1951-1952.

       M. Ex. Comp. John A. M. Taylor, Grand Z., 1953-1954.

       M. Ex. Comp. John L. House, Grand Z., 1955-1956.

       M. Ex. Comp. Melville S. Gooderham, Hon. Grand Z., 1957.

       M. Ex. Comp. M. A. Searle extended a very sincere and cordial welcome to the Past Grand Zs and Grand Honours were accorded.

       M. Ex. Comp. J. M. Burden, the Dean of the Past Grand Zs., spoke on behalf of the Grand Zs.

       TORONTO DISTRICTS EXTEND WELCOME

       To The Most Excellent The Grand First Principal, Maurice A. Searle, Officers and Members of The Grand Chapter-Royal Arch Masons of Canada THE COMPANIONS OF TORONTO DISTRICTS No. 8 AND No. 8A EXTEND TO YOU AND GRAND CHAPTER, SINCERE FRATERNAL GREETINGS   ON   THE   ONE   HUNDREDTH   CONVOCATION   OF

       ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF CANADA. MOST EXCELLENT COMPANION MAURICE A. SEARLE, GRAND Z, WE ARE DEEPLY CONSCIOUS OF THE MANY SACRIFICES YOU HAVE MADE IN THE INTEREST OF CAPITULAR MASONRY THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE JURISDICTION AND THE PREEMINENT   MANNER   IN   WHICH   YOU   HAVE   FILLED   YOUR

       EXALTED POSITION AS OUR GRAND Z. DURING THE PAST YEAR ROYAL ARCH MASONRY HAS BENE FITED BY YOUR WISDOM AND GUIDANCE AND WE WHO HAVE KNOWN YOU SO INTIMATELY HAVE FELT A PERSONAL PRIDE

       IN YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS.

       WE EXPRESS TO YOU OUR LOVE AND ESTEEM AND TENDER

       OUR RESPECT TO YOU AS A MAN, A CITIZEN, AND GRAND Z

       OF THIS GRAND BODY.

       NOTE:

       The foregoing Citation formed the centre of a framed Illuminated Address. It is a work of Art, done in many beautiful colours.

       It was presented to our Grand Z by the two Grand Superintendents of the Toronto Districts No. 8 and 8A, R. Ex. Comps. H. A. Fred Schytte and George R. Sheard. The outer space of this picture contains the names of all the Chapters of the two Districts, the First Principals of the years 1957 and 1958, the two Grand Superintendents and their Secretaries.

       CONFIRMATION   OF   MINUTES,   1957

       The Grand Scribe E. commenced reading the minutes of the Proceedings of the Ninety-Ninth Annual Convocation, held in the City of Toronto, when it was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. C. W. Emmett.

       Resolved—"That as the Proceedings of the last Annual Convocation, held Wednesday and Thursday, April 24 and 25, 1957, have been printed and copies thereof sent to all the Chapters in this Jurisdiction, the recorded Minutes be considered as read, and the same is now confirmed."

      

       ORDER OF BUSINESS It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, and seconded by R. Ex. Comp. C. \V. Emmett, and—

       Resolved—"Thai the Order of Business of this Grand Convocation be changed at the discretion of the (.rand Z."

       COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS

       R. Ex. Comp. James W. Woodland, Chairman of the Credentials Committee, reported that there are 157 Warranted Chapters, and 2 Under Dispensation, on the   Rolls   of   Grand   Chapter   of   which   Chapters   were   represented   by   the

       following:

       Chapter

       No.      1-L. N. Armstrong. T. N. Clarke. H. J. Milne. P.Z's.

       No.      2-J. Dewar, H.: A. W. Fuller,  J.; J. Leith. Proxy, S. H. Dolman, E. M.

       Marshall.   R.   Cocks.  J.   H.  Smith,   W.  J.  Craven,   W.  Wilton,  A.

       Miller. P.Z's. No.      3-E. S. Gale, Z.; R. Coon. H.; J. W. Gough, H. T. Down, W. H. Parker.

       PZs. No.      4-R.  E.  Cain.  Z.;   H.  Sayers,  H.;  G. A.  Rider, J.;   R.  W.  McElhinney,

       E.  W. Parker, H. J. McCaw. L. G. Jackson, C. F. Tye, W. Eccles, R. Deardon. H. B. Pickerell, ,V. L. Mutton, G. G. Sheppard, P.Z's.

       No.      5—D. Smith, Z.;  R. W. Morris, L. N. Allen, A. W. Ayre, A. Cavanagh,

       A. C. Folmer. P.Z's. No.      6-J. Brownlie. H.; F. Scott, Proxy, H. W. Hewett, K. C. Ridge, P.Z's. No.      7—J. L. Diamond, Z.; H. E. Payne, P.Z. No.      8-S. Sleeman. Z.; J. Keillor, H.; R. Willmot, J.; F. J. Johnson, W. Kewn,

       A. L. Tinker. F. McNeill, H. Carr, D. Reid, A. Carwithen, A. Otis,

       S.   F.   Hutchinson,   W.  J.   Lowe,   G.   McConnell,   W.   R.  Shaw,   F.

       Hollidav,   C.   W.   Sawyer,   D.   L.   Munro,   W.   Holywell,   E.   M.

       Woolcock. P.Z's. No.    15—L. C. Ewenter, H.; W. E. Eldridge, A. W. Jordan, P.Z's. No.    16—J. F. Markev.  /.;  C. Vickers. H.;  F. A. McDiarmid, N. F. H. Bright,

       L. Gillespie,  H. A. McCallum,  H. W. Burmaster, G. F. Garrioch,

       J. Gray, F. G. Smith, P.Z's. No.    18—A. Wishart. Proxv, G. S. Murray, A. E. Thurlow, P.Z's. No.    19-W. S. Coolin, Proxv, C. M. Porter, P.Z's. No.    20-E.   L.   Townson,   Z.;   R.   W.   E.   McFadden,   S.   B.   O.   Valentine,   A.

       MacGregor, P.Z's. No. 22-G. R. Drummond, Z. No.    23-D. R. Butter, Z.; L. O'Connor, H.; K. C. Bannister, J.; W. Johnston,

       F.  M. Reid. O. P. Richardson, D. H. Ford, P.Z's.

       No.    24-F. G. Heard, Z.; J. Swatridge, H.; G. Smith, R. H. Davies, J. Barr, P.Z's.

       No.    26—H. Burke, Proxv, N. M. Sprague, P.Z's.

       No.    27-R. A. Barker, Z.; F. C. Melton, H.; B. M. Conron, D. Mclntyre, J. E.

       Hughes. R. H. Davidson, P.Z's. No.    28-W. E. McKinstry, H.; G. H. Taylor, J.; W. L. Houston, H. O. Flintoff,

       A. G. Coppin, J. H. Connor, D. W. Ives, T Hopkins, J. R. Wheeler,

       N. W. Purdv. P.Z's. No.    29—O.  M.  Krick.  Proxv. A. W. Dayman, E. C. McCullagh,  R.  R. Reece,

       F. R. Martin, C. I. Lundy, D. R. Murphv, A. Rigg, W. A. Farr,

       C. A. Brown, P.Z's. No.    30-B. C. Straughan, Z.; C. E. Laithwaite, H.; W. H. Roope, C. McDonald,

       R. T. Pfummer.  P.Z s. No.    31-D. Huff, Z.; F. R. Greatrix, H.; E. R. Hodgson, W. T. Havery, P.Z's. No.    32-F. Kitchabaw, H.; R. Perrie, F. C. Ackert, G. J. Johnson, D. J. Marriott,

       \\     \. Crawford. W. S. Boyle, T. Forrester, P.Z's. No    34-L. F. Churchill,  /.,  G. A. R. Cowan, J.; G. O. Smith, R. H. Stewart,

       (..  M.  Lindsay,  A. T. McCullough, H. J. Lougheed, A. J. Bowie,

       F. D. Shannon, P.Z's. No.    35-E. R. Stafford, Z.; J. E. Sandison, J.; F. J. Gale, P.Z.

      

       No.    36-R. B. Pitchford, Z.; W. E. Bannon, H.; R. Matthews, J.; J. E. Girven,

       F.  M. Warren, E. W. Edmondson, B. H. Pammett, A. W. Watkins, J. Dishart, P.Z's.

       No.    37-R.  Yearwood,  Z.;  E.  McKeever,  H.;  H. J. C.  Beatty,  C. P. McElroy, J. Cornish, W. H. Meldrum, E. J. Barrowclough, C. E. Stephenson,

       G.  N. Taylor, P.Z's.

       No.    40-K. M. Clarke, Z.; J. A. Robertson, Proxy, W. J. Van Norman, J. W.

       Frey,  C. E.  Morgan,  M.  C. Watson,  T.  Holbrock, G.  Moss, J. F.

       Marr, C. T. Palmer, P. Mercer, C. D. Van Norman, P.Z's. No.    41-E. A. Webber, Proxy, L. L. Mansfield, H. R. Nagle, P. V. L. Pedolin,

       E. C. Johnson, L. D. Barrett, P.Z's. No.    44-A. V. Roy, Proxy, E. Zeran, L. P. Mellow, P.Z's. No.    45-J. A. Page, P.Z. No.    46-R. Bradford, Z.; F. May, R. F. Stewart, F. Huff, N. Johnston, D. C.

       White, H. Alberts, A. K. Campbell, J. W. Durr, P.Z's. No.    47-T. J. Quinton, Z.; L. H. Veale, F. Simmonds, P.Z's. No.    48—W. L. Andrews, Z.; T. Forester, W. Baker, F. L. Searancke, A. Bowman,

       P.Z's. No.    53-R. Steward, Proxy, P.Z. No.    54-R.   Graves,   Z.;   W.   Cowie,   H.;   G.   C.   Schweitzer,   F.   Fisher,   K.   S.

       Woodward, P.Z's. No.    55—J. C. Gordon, J.; F. L. Thompson, W. E. Brown, C. A. Larson, P.Z's. No.    56-J. G. Cruickshank, Z.; D. P. Low, H.; J. R. Garen, J.; C. J. Baxendale,

       P.Z. No.    57-R. White, Proxy, D. H. McCracken, P.Z's. No.    59-T. S. Young, Proxy, P.Z. No.    61-K. Beaton, Z. No.    62-R.  Wells,   Z.;   A.   H.  Gray,   H.;   H.  J.  C.  Sinclair,  J.;   J.  Shield,  W.

       Grierson,  O.  B.  Young,  S.  Tonkin,  C.  Platten,  R.  Sandoz,  C.  F.

       Brooks, P.Z's. No.    63-F. E. McPherson, Z.

       No.    64-E. Haley, Z.; C. E. Griffin, J. G. Frame, R. H. Dilamarters, P.Z's. No.    65-W. Gruer, J.; H. B. Lane, C. C. Kilner, M. S. Gooderham, W. Addison,

       C. P. Parker, H. G. Robb, P.Z's. No.    66-W. J. Bell, Z.; F. Case, H.; J. E. Crich, J. M. Neilans, J. Back, J. B.

       Higgins, M. E. Clarke, P.Z's. No.    67-L. Morphy, Z.; F. B. Johnston, H.; A. McCugan, D. Cox, A. R. Smith,

       P.Z's. No.    68-G. J. Purcell, H. D. Hyndman, P.Z's.

       No.    69-A. Jarvis, Proxy, G. A. Oldfield, H. V. Betzner, G. B. Lipsitt, P.Z's. No.    71-B.   Armstrong,   Z.;   T.   Weaver,   H.;   D.   Wilson,   N.   Walford,   R.   C.

       Brushett, P.Z's. No.    72-B. Woodbeck, Z.; C. F. Davidson, I. Caldwell, P.Z's. No.    73-P. R. Lalonde, A. Overfield, P.Z's. No.    74-A. W. Holt, Proxy, P.Z. No.    75-W. Gould,  Z.; J. A.  M. Taylor, E. H. Zimmerman, R. J. Hamilton,

       E. Harrop, L. Bird, P.Z's. No.    76-C. H. Sheppard, Proxy, C. L. Dill, J. H. Hughes, P.Z's. No.    77-G. W. Cleverdon, Z.;  M. Holditch,  H.;  P. Helm, J.;  C. W. Emmett,

       J.   M.   Burden,   F.   P.   Wratten,   W.   Shearer,   A.   Green,   E.   K.

       Hogaboom, S. E. Solley, D. Falkoner, J. A. Prince, S. Bustard, S.

       Newdick, H. Smith, A. R. Cripps, W. R. Brankston, P.Z's. No.    78-R. Ratz, H. C. Walper, P.Z's. No.    79-A. J. Moxon, Z.; H. F. Myers, H.; W. L. Hyatt, J.; W. Scott, G. Jones,

       A. O. Cook, J. A. Hearn, A. H. Jones, L. L. Querie, C. Winney,

       L. Bramwell, A. H. Smith, P.Z's. No.    80-W. H. Bates, Z.; H. B. Porter, G. I. Smyth, F. Pithie, W. E. Trengenza,

       P.Z's. No.    81-H. P. Grant, Proxy, B. Damude, P.Z's. No.    82-C. Seal, Z.; G. Neill, F. S. Foote, P.Z's. No.    83-D. R. Oerton, Z.; W. J. McCall, H.; A. W. Gillespie, P.Z.

      

       N 0<     84-S. Scott. /.: J. Mair. H.; T. Burke, J. McLean, P.Z's.

       No    88-E. H. Logan, H. M. Dunlop, 1). J. McCaughrin, J. H. Smith, P.Z's.

       No.    90-A. Barkley,   1 . J.  Thomas.  P.Z's."

       No.    91—J. Short, /.:  H.  Plunkett,  H.; G. Wood. J.; A. F. Tannahill, J. Silk,

       C.  Howes. S.  Donnan,  I.  Danhower,  \\. J. Stewart,   J.  Bailey, S. Manuel.  P.Z's. No.   94—P. A. Hall, /.: (.. K. Johnson, H.: L. A. Gilkinson, G. McCombe, P.Z's. No.    95—R. E. Bryson, /.: (.. Shute, E A.  Martin,  E. T. Querney, P.Z's. No.  102—P. S.  Jannison.  Proxy, \V. F. Lett, F. W. Colloton, E. C. Price, W. L.

       Wright.   l\/\. No. 103—A. S. Hayley, /.: (.. L. Henderson, H. E. Ward, W. L. Brown, P.Z's. No.  104—W. (..  Russell.  /.: W. Thomson. J.; W. Edwards, C. Sherry, G. Brown,

       H. Barrett, P.Z's. No.  110-H. E. Ewing, Prow. C. B. Plant, P.Z's. No.  112-D. H.  Robertson,  P.Z. No.  113-M.   M.   Matheson.  Z.;   R.   M.  Armstrong,  G.   McCutcheon,   H.  Meadd,

       A.  Mitchell.  P.Z's. No. 114—M. A. McKay,  /..;  R. F. Fraser, J. Slingerland, H. W. Mayhew, P.Z's. No. 115-R. W. Spicer, H.; J. L. Churchill, Proxy, P.Z. No.  116-H. M. Monis. /.: W. H. Edwards, H.; A. A. Wright, P.Z. No. 117—G.  H. Shannon,  Proxy, A. C.  Mason,  W.  R.  Cooper, A. Shoemaker,

       G. H. Carthy, F. Hoodless, P.Z's. No. 119-R. C. Overholt/Z.;  D. A. Robinson, J.;  E.  H.  Brennan, A. S. Cree,

       R. A. Willett, P.Z's. No. 129-W. J. Isaac, Z.; S. L. Earl, H.; E. W. Brunk, I. Benson, P.Z's. No. 130-F. Wrightson, Z.

       No. 131—L. Mckenzie. Z.; P. Spears, J.; G. Bell, O. Greig, P.Z's. No. 132-A. L. Wheeler, P.Z. No. 133-W. J. Carpenter, Z.; G. A. Phillips, C. A. Armstrong, W. McCollum,

       G. P. Marshall, G. W. Morrison, R. B. McCreary, P.Z's. No. 134—E. L. Jackson, Z. No. 135-C. Goldstone, Z.; M. Veitch, C. S. Flasby, W. E. Bradbury, H. Watson,

       P.Zs. No. 138-A. Watson,  Z.;  B. Spencer, H.;  P. James, J.;  C.  H. Swanston,  H. O.

       Hughes, E. H. Hughes, H. Huggins, J. C. Spencer, R. R. Parsons,

       J. Benson, E. E. Dobson, J. Marr, A. W. Cook, R. Ackerman, C. V.

       Elliott, C. E. Wells, P.Z's. No. 140—D. Harcus, Proxy, P.Z. No. 143-S. W. McKay, H.

       No. 144-R. S. Nesbitt, Z.; J. C. Soloman, H.; K. A. McQuoid, P.Z. No. 145-T. R. Tompkins, Z.; B. F. Forward, H; I. C. Skudder, J.; M. A. Searle,

       E.  E.  Reid,  W.  C. Johnston,  R.  L.  Carr,  R.  H. Dee, J.  Rainey,

       L.   B.   Morrison,   E.  Hewitt,  D.   P.   Collins,  A.  J.   Martin,   W.  E.

       Pomerov, R. J. Lewis, P. W. Rogers, G. M. Gordon, J. R. Legacy,

       E.  A. Colwell, P.Z's.

       No. 146-F. Day. Z.; O. Thompson, H.; F. Hay, J. A. Wilson, A. Dodds, P.Z's.

       No. 147—K. Cameron, Z.; J. W. Stewart, J. Boyle, P.Z's

       No. 148-W. McCaskell, Proxy, L. Mooney, P.Z's.

       No. 149-G. McNeill, Proxy.

       No. 150—J.  B. Carson,  H.;  A. G.  N.  Bradshaw, J. W.  Carson, J.  Bell,  D. A.

       McDonald, R. A. Fulton, P.Z's. No. 151—K.  Hamilton,  Z.;   L.  W.  Brumm,   H.;  T.  Hale,  J.;  D.  Burns,  A.  R.

       Fraser, R. Childerhose, E. T. Wood, P.Z's. No. 152-1. W. Smith, Proxy, P.Z. No. 153-M.   Holling,    /.,    E.   K.   Rupert,   T.  MacNally,   K.   R.  Colwell,  J.   M.

       Burnett, P.Z's. No. 155—J. C. Cesar, H.; A. S. Martin, W. E. Dorr, J. H. W r oodley, P. Revell,

       P.Z's. No. 161—J. Atkinson, Z.; J. R. Bristol, T. Lloyd, E. T. Nayler, P.Z's. No. 163-W. Brown, Z.; W. E. Bath, H.; T. Middleton, E. W. Bath, F. Spracklin,

       F.  F. Mills, A. J. Stringer, H. Perkins, S. A. Griffin, E. E. Ritcey, L. A. Woolger, J. V. Scrimger, F. L. Meisner, P.Z's.

      

       No 167—C. P. Eagles, Proxy, J. J. Robins, J. R. Parrott, K. E. Morrison, P.Z's.

       No. 168-H. Pierce, Z.; W. H. Brady, T. H. Burgis, J. A. Poulton, P.Z's.

       No. 169-W. R. Garbutt, Z., W. S. Laverv, P.Z.

       No. 175-E. Hudson, Z.; F. C. Whiskin, H.; F. W. Dean, W. J. Shaw, B. C. Tebbs,

       J. R. Dunbar, D. L. Ewing, P.Z's No 184-R. E. Gardiner, Z.; J. Jones, H.; H. W. Stouffer, H. Winkworth, C. S.

       Boyd, J. A. Bell, P.Z's. No. 195-G. Cotton, Z.; J. Lamb, J.; J. H. McClure, R. V. Conover, E. A. Hay,

       H. Spratt, W. G. McClure, O. T. Walker, F. W. Richardson, R. W.

       Hall,  F.  Kline,  N.  L.  Powell,  W. T. Sanderson, J. A.  McCleane,

       H. C. Snyder, T. W. Fereday, P.Z's. No. 198-D. C. Patmore, F. C. Conley, P.Z's. No. 205-G.  A.  Gardner,  Z.;   D.  E.  Allen,   H.;   C.  W.  Martin,   H.  J.  Bourne,

       A. Haines, E. Andrews, P.Z's. No. 210-C. P. Laushway, J. No. 212-M. Gottleib, Z.; S. Bederman, H.; L. Ritter, J.; F. Weinstock. S. Sword,

       A. Fox, S. Perlman, L. M. Singer, P.Z's. No. 213-F. F. Martel, Z.; C. P. Ramsay, J. M. Martin, H. W. Poole, P.Z's. No. 214-T. C. Smith, Proxy, P.Z. No 215-G. W. Ostrander, Z.; W. B. Angst, H.; S. Kennedy. J.; T. B. Rogers,

       W. H. Danter, P.Z's. No. 217—J. J. Mahaffey, Z.; W. J. M. Lloyd, J.; J. L. House, H. A. F. Schytte,

       C. R. Kincade, J. Turnbull, H. E. Walker, W. J. Raeburn, W. J.

       Webber, J. A. Mackie, W. Wyllie, P.Z's. No. 218-M. Deller, Z.; W. Newell, S. Patterson, P.Z's. No. 219-H.  L.   Kesteven,   Z.;   G.  W.  Sheard,   R.  A.   Boddy,   R.   E.   Storey,  J.

       Bremner, G. Anthony, A. Napier, H. Kesteven, W. H. Hiett, D. S.

       MacLachlan, J. L. Hewson, L. J. Colling, T. H. Barker, P.Z's. No. 220-J. Christenson, Z.; A. R. McDougall, H.; S. J. Smith, J.; A. R. Jefferson,

       W.   H.   Carr,  W.   F.   Leuty,   G.   H.   Horner,  A.  E.  Sharpe,  J.   H.

       Dicken, W. M.  Creech,  W. A.  McKague, J. Austin Evans,  R. N.

       Carr, J. B. Richardson, P.Z's. No. 221—J.   N.   Edwards,   J.;   H.   McKechnie,   J.   E.   Evans,   P.   Ramage,   F.   O.

       Abbott, P.Z's. No. 222-W. C. Carson, Z.; C. M. Pitts, H. T. C. Humphries, J. R. Howie, J.

       Sinclair, E. D. Berry, P.Z's. No. 223—J. C. Kincade, Proxy, H. T. Beaton, G. L. Cameron, F. A. Righton, P.Z's. No. 224-J. H. Williams, Z.; J. H. Creasey, H.; J. A. Atkinson, J. S. Drysdale,

       F. Eastwood, W. J. Britton, H. D. Falkiner, P.Z's No. 225-C. F. Carter, Z.; F. H. Carter, W. Pendleton, F. Welkem, J. C. Day,

       J. Alcorn, J. Gray, A. Spalding, J. Winton, J. Pickard, R. Wilson,

       S. W. Alexander, E. Woodstock, C. L. Carter, P.Z's. No. 226-L. V. Wood,. Proxy, P.Z. No. 227-C.  McMullen,  Z.;  R.  H. Godden, J.;  B.  H. Smith, M. R. Anderson,

       C. Batt, R. D. Adams, P.Z's. No. 230-J. W. Arnold, Z.; K. Denison, H.; J. Parke, J.; A. R. Jamison, R. H.

       Jamison, C. M. Lobban, R. Young, D. J. McKee, P.Z's. No. 231-B. Settle, Z.; A. W. Johnson, H.; J. M. Yates, J.; G. E. Henry, J. R.

       Corner, E. C. Hanson, D. S. Moncrieff, W G. Davey, W. K. Herd,

       A. E. Johnson, D. Calder, H. L. Martyn, E. Sager, J. W. Woodland,

       P.Z's. No. 232-E. A.  Mayes, Z.;  A. G. Sullivan,  H.; J. S. Cobb, J.;  W. F.  Roberts,

       R. Fick, W. D. Harrison, W. W. Lester, J. A. Marchment, E. M.

       Grose, E. H. Stanners, P.Z's. No. 233-B. C. Alford, Z.; W. W. Burr, J.; A. McD. Hannah, W. Burton, M. M.

       Scrimger,  E.  Sproule,  J.  Burns,  W.  E.  Gardner,  A.  E.  Hayward,

       C.   F.   Bolton,   C.   E.   McClocklin,   S.   Carlile,   E.   Mealing,   E.   W.

       Humphreys, P.Z's. No. 234-C. R. Renwick, Z.; E. Noble,  H.; F. Wilson, L. Tracey, J. Addy, C.

       Sinclair, P.Z's. No. 235-G. M. Donovan, Z.; W. F. Boaks, R. H. B. Cook, P.Z's. No. 236-W. Williamson, Z.; J. Aldridge, H.; E. Reid, E. Burke, F. Brown, P.Z's.

      

       No. 238—C. Hanna, /.: H. Fleming, H.: W. A. Thomson, J.: B. S. Scott, E. W.

       Mitchell, I . E. Fortner, W.  (-.  Chapman, W. L. Davies, H. I. Orr,

       C. B. Morton. P./s. No.  239-1.  E. MtCouncil. /.: R. Nudds, H.: G. Monkhouse, P.Z.

       No. 240—R. I .  Jackson. /.:  I .   1. Packham, S. Madger, G. Jackson, J. N. Davis,

       P./s. No. 241-J. Buckingham, /.: O. R. Roberts, H.; J. E. Young, J.; R. G. Pollock,

       H. S. Biggs, I'./'s. No. 242-R. Preston. /.:  J. B. Lawrence, D. B. Allan, H. Lipsit, P.Z's. No   243-E. Boden, /..: W. H. Warden. H.; E. T. Spear, Proxy, L. F. McDougall,

       I. A. Lee, R. Hill. W. M. Clark. J. H. Lee, E. Cross, H. Boden, G.

       Boden. R. Boden. P./s. No. 245—W. F. Dix, /.: C. Rittcnhouse. J.; C. Schmiedendorf, L. R. Hertel, P.Z's. No. 246-J. M. Bremner. Z.; D. M. Bremner, J.; A. F. Nesbit Jr., J. R. Johnson,

       H. J.  Rees. H. E.  Harrison.  E. E. Clarke, A. F. Nesbit Sr., F. S.

       Fordham.   R.   H.  Taylor.  D.  McLean,  M. S.  Clark,  W.  G.  Gunn,

       S. Totten, S. Alexander, P.Z's. No. 247-T. E. Porter, /..: L. J. Gent. P.Z. No. 248-G. R. Clarke, P.Z. No. 249-C. J. Allin.  '/..;  E. F. R. Osborne, H.; H. B. Tink, J.; A. L. Blanchard,

       N.  A.   Wilkins,   H.  G.   Freeman,  J.   Baker,   E.   H.   Brown,   L.  W.

       Dipped, H. Ferguson, C. W. G. Northcutt, W. H. Gibson, J. H. Jose,

       H. W. Pointen, P.Z's. No. 250-J. W. M. Gourlev. /..; J. W. Dickens, P.Z. No. 251—R. A. Belbrough. Proxy, H. S. Rood, L. W. Goombs, P.Z's. No. 252-P. H. Coleman, Proxy, F. P. MacFarlane, P.Z's. NO. 253—R. L. Hazen. Z.: W. C. Long. H.; A. E. Williamson, P.Z. No. 254-R. M. Schultz, Z.; C. Fotheringham, P.Z. No. 255-G. E. Cartwright. Z.; W. T. Jeffrev, J.; C. H. Swatridge, W. G. Kelly,

       P.Zs. No. 256-J. P. Roche, Proxy. P.Z.

       No. 257—N. C. Somerville. Z.; J. F. Boucher. A. J. Morrison, P.Z. No. 258-C. S. Feasby, Z.; C. A. Vanzant, H.; J. F. Mehaffey, J.; F. Conley, G. H.

       Thomas, P.Z's. No. 260-W. A. McKague, Z.; H. Carr, F. Leuty, J. S. Bremner. P.Z's. The following 5 Chapters were not represented.

       Pembroke   No.   58,   Klondike   No.   154,   Lome   No.   164,   Cobalt   No.   203, Quetico No. 259. 154 Chapters represented.

       5 Chapters not represented. 159

       There were 832 Registered Delegates, having a total vote of 1039. All of which is fraternally submitted.

       JAMES W. WOODLAND, Chairman. JOSEPH BENSON, Vice-Chairman. It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. J. W. Woodland and —

       Resolved—That the report of the Committee on Credentials be received and adopted.

       GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

       The Most Excellent, the Grand Z. directed the Grand Scribe E. to call the roll of Representatives of Sister Grand Jurisdictions when they assembled before the Altar. The following Grand Representatives answered their names:

       R. Ex. Comp.  Robert N. McElhinney, Toronto  Alabama

       M   Reginald V. Conover, Brampton  Alberta

       V.   Percy W.  Rogers, Toronto   Arizona

       R.   G. Howard Coleman, Sarnia  Arkansas

      

       GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       John A. Mackie, Toronto  British Columbia

       D. Calder, Toronto  California

       Dr. C. B. Parker, Toronto  Colorado

       Harvey J. Milne, Kingston  Connecticut

       Maurice A. Searle, Toronto  Delaware

       Bruce H. Smith, Belleville  District of Columbia

       M. S. Gooderham, Toronto  Florida

       E.  T. Querney, Sudbury  Georgia

       F.  A. McDiarmid, Ottawa  Idaho

       J. W. Woodland, Toronto  Illinois

       A. L. Tinker, Toronto  Indiana

       R. W. McFadden, Brantford  Ireland

       Rev. A. S. H. Cree, Leamington  Kentucky

       J. Carson, London  Louisiana

       M. Roy Anderson, Belleville  Maine

       A. J. Stringer, Toronto  Massachusetts

       Fred W. Dean, Hamilton  Michigan

       F.  Carl Ackert, Gait  Minnesota

       H. T. C. Humphries, Ottawa  Mississippi

       C. P. Eagles, Midland  Missouri

       A. Cavanagh, London  New Brunswick

       N. M. Sprague, Trenton  New Hampshire

       G. H. Shannon, Kitchener  New Jersey

       F. J. Johnson, Long Branch  New SouthWales

       John M. Burden, Toronto  New York

       J. Austin Evans, Toronto  New Zealand

       Benjamin S. Scott, London  North Carolina

       L. Hewson, Toronto  North Dakota

       C.  M. Pitts, Ottawa  Nova Scotia

       A. G. N. Bradshaw, London  Ohio

       A. F. Tannahill, Toronto  Oklahoma

       Wm. E. Tregenza, Windsor  Oregon

       John L. House, Toronto  Pennsylvania

       Charles W. Emmett, Port Credit  Philippines

       J. A. M. Taylor, Hornby  Quebec

       E.  H. Brennan, Leamington  Rhode Island

       James E. Girven,  Peterborough   Saskatchewan

       Alex McD. Hannah, Toronto  Scotland

       D. C. Patmore, Orillia  South Dakota

       Chas. Fotheringham, Perth  Tennessee

       Lloyd B. Gillespie, Ottawa  Utah

       Chas. H. Sheppard, Niagara Falls  Vermont

       F.  G. Smith, Ottawa  Virginia

       Sydney G. Newdick, Toronto  Victoria

       Reginald J. Lewis, Toronto  Washington

       Wm J. Shaw, Hamilton  Western Australia

       S. Perlman, Toronto  Wisconsin

       Geo. Shute, Sudbury  Wyoming

       Most Ex. Comp. M. A. Searle extended a warm welcome to the Representatives and asked all to keep in contact with their respective Grand Chapters and to try to strengthen the fraternal bonds of union with our Sister Jurisdictions. Grand Honors were then given to the 52 Representatives. R. Ex. Comp. L. B. Gillespie spoke on behalf of the Representatives.

      

       GRAND Z'S ADDRESS

       To the Officers and Companions of the Most Excellent, The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada. M\ Companions:

       On this great milestone in the history of The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada — the occasion of its ONE HUN^ DREDTH CONVOCATION - I am reminded of the words of the Immortal Bard, Shakespeare, "O Lord! that lends me life, Lend me a heart replete with thankfulness." Thus, as their first duty on this memorable occasion the Companions assembled yesterday in a Service of Thanksgiving to express their earnest and heartfelt thanks to the Great Jehovah, for the manifold blessings he has vouchsafed to this Grand Chapter during the period of One Hundred Years of service and accomplishment in the noble institution of Royal Arch Masonry.

       It is in this atmosphere of thankfulness and remembrance that I extend to you a most cordial welcome to this momentous occasion. We rejoice that we are today honoured with the presence of Most Wor. Bro. and Rt. Ex. Comp. Harry L. Martyn, the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, particularly so because he is a member of this Grand Chapter, having served as Grand Principal Sojourner from April 1952 to April 1953. We voice our congratulations on his preferment in July of last year and reassure him of our fervent allegiance and loyalty to him as the Grand Master, and to Grand Lodge. We are also most happy that he is accompanied by the Grand Secretary, Rt. Wor. Bro. and Companion Ewart G. Dixon, M.C., Q.C., whose counsel and advice have been of immeasurable value to us, and may I in a personal vein, as a beneficiary of his kindness and guidance, tender him my deep appreciation.

       Since our last Convocation Grand Chapter has been further honoured in the election of one of our Past Grand First Principals, Most Ex. Comp. Clarence McLeod Pitts, to the high and important office of Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario. Following the Communication of Grand Lodge last year I wrote him expressing congratulations both personally and in behalf of our Grand Chapter. May the Great Architect of the Universe guide and direct him in all his undertakings.

       This Grand Chapter is especially honoured with the presence of so many distinguished Royal Arch Masons representing various Grand jurisdictions, and while time precludes making reference to all, we rejoice exceedingly that we have with us: Sir George Boag, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., representing Most Ex. Comp. Rt. Hon. The Earl of Scarborough, K.G., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., G.C.V.O., T.D., 1st Grand Principal, and the Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons

      

       of England, also the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England; Most Ex. Comp. Rt. Hon. The Earl of Galloway, L.L., J.P., First Grand Principal; Most Ex. Comp. Cecil S. Field, Third Grand Principal, and Most Ex. Comp. W. A. Laird, Grand Scribe "E", of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland; Eminent Comp. William Henry Sweeting, Past Grand Principal Sojourner, representing Most Eminent Comp. D. W. Kennedy, First Grand Principal, and the Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Victoria, Australia. We are also more than ordinarily proud to extend a warm welcome to the Grand First Principals, or their representatives, of all our sister jurisdictions in Canada. We recall with pride that the Grand Chapters of Quebec, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and British Columbia, stemmed from the Grand Chapter of Canada, and express our congratulations to them on the marked progress they have since made. We are also again delighted to have with us so many Grand High Priests or their representatives, and others, representing various Grand jurisdictions of the United States. The friendly relationships existing between us over the years have constantly inspired and encouraged us to greater endeavours in the great institution of Royal Arch Masonry.

       I would be negligent if I failed to make particular reference to the representatives present from the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Michigan, remembering as we do the special part played by that Grand jurisdiction at the institution of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, in that the then Grand High Priest, Czar Jones and his Officers installed M. Ex. Comp. William Mercer Wilson, the first Grand First Principal of our Grand Chapter, and his Officers.

       We extend the warm hand of friendship also to other Masonic bodies, namely, the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; Sovereign Great Priory Knights Templar of Canada; the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Cryptic Rite; the Order of High Priesthood, and the Masonic and Military Order of the Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant Orders.

       It is well that we should at all times reflect and gain added inspiration from those great pioneers of Royal Arch Masonry in this Grand jurisdiction, from whom we have received our proud heritage. For instance, our original Grand First Principal, M. Ex. Comp. William Mercer Wilson, stated in his Grand Master's Address at the Grand Lodge Convocation of 1857:

       "I have much pleasure in officially announcing to you, that on the 2nd day of April last, the Grand Officers who had been previously elected at a Convention of Royal Arch Masons, hailing from a constitutional number of Chapters, were duly installed, and the Grand Chapter of Canada proclaimed and established by competent authority and accord-

      

       ing to ancient practice. The establishment of a Grand Royal Arch Chapter in Canada is a matter of gratnlation to every true Mason and affords to every lover of sublime Masonry a pleasing subject of contemplation; for, as it has been well remarked, it is that which alone enables the possessor to acquire that knowledge so indispensable to a proper understanding of ancient Masonry, and to a due appreciation of the beauties of the Craft. The defective link in symbolic Masonry is restored in capitular Masonry, the mysteries and impressive word lost in the catastrophe of the First Temple, is herein brought to view and the whole chain of sequences following therefrom is a study deserving the profoundest attention, as it not only amply rewards the earnest investigator, but must also add much to the knowledge of the devoted Mason. The character for intelligence which is justly accorded to the Masons of Canada, causes me no room to doubt the general spread of Royal Arch Masonry amongst us, or that ere many years elapse, each lodge under your jurisdiction will have a Chapter attached to it. I may add also, that the influence of sublime Masonry has always proved favorable to the best interests of symbolic Masonry." The Twenty-fifth, or Silver Anniversary, of our Grand Chapter was held in London, Ontario, on July 14th, 1882, and I quote, in part, from the Address of the Grand "Z" M. Ex. Comp. Donald Ross:

       "One beholds a great empire opening into existence — the future home of millions of the human race, where, in the course of a few years, thousands of Lodges of good and accepted Masons will dot the prairies — where before but the Lodge of the wild Indian and the trail of the buffalo were to be seen. The grand temple under whose roof we now meet — perfect in its arrangements and so beautiful in its simplicity—testifies to the generous impulses of the brethren who contributed their means towards its erection.  May it long stand as an example of their devotedness and their skill as practical Masons." The Fiftieth Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter was held in the City of Toronto, on January 22nd,  1908, at which time M. Ex. Comp. John Leslie of Winnipeg, Manitoba, was the Grand "Z". It is significant that he then stated:

       "On such an important occasion as our Fiftieth Anniversary, one's thoughts naturally turn to our small beginnings and the strength of which we today boast. May we not with fitting gratitude humble ourselves to the All Wise and Ever Present, who has watched over and blessed us for so long a period, express what we feel for what we are, and appeal for Divine support in our labours for the years to come?"

       Finally, he said:

       "We have lived for fifty years, we have grown almost out of

      

       recognition during that time, what have we accomplished as a result of the years that are gone? We do not live for ourselves alone. Each one of us is a centre, however humble, from which influences radiate for good or evil. Has each individual Companion, has each Chapter, has this Grand Chapter, so acted that the good has gone forth in ever-widening circles? I shall not attempt to answer. This is a question that each must answer for himself. Shall we not, at this Convocation, having ever present with us the memory of the great and good ones who have passed away, dedicate ourselves anew to the service of Masonry?"

       The Seventy-fifth Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter was held in London, Ontario, on February 22nd and 23rd, 1938, when M. Ex. Comp. Charles W. Haentschel, M.D., was Grand "Z". It is encouraging to observe that he then stated:

       "Companions, we have completed seventy-five years on our journey. Those of us of the present day know little of the trials, of the difficulties and of the discouragements of those noble Companions of our early history. But we do know that they builded and builded well. In those early years, with a small membership, there was no opportunity to advocate much save that of placing our Order on a safe, sound, and stable foundation. Times and conditions have changed. World conditions have made it possible for us to accept into our organization a goodly membership, and to place ourselves on a stable and sound financial position. May it not be well, therefore, that we look about for some other field of endeavour, to the end that we may leave something to those who come after, some evidence of activity along humanitarian lines, really worth while."

       Surely, therefore, as we pause, even for a short while, to recall the tremendous contribution made by those who have laboured long and well over the past century, we must, more than ever, be aware of the sublime heritage which is ours, and be proud to be a part of this great Fraternity. No one can estimate its worth, much less measure its power — its unguessed, undreamed-of possibilities — for the organization and expression of that practical brotherliness in which the race will find its true destiny. Our mission is, surely, none other than to exalt and ennoble humanity, to bring light out of darkness, to make every hard-won inheritance more secure, every sanctity more sacred, every hope more radiant. We should all recognize our individual responsibility to the Craft, with the knowledge that each is aware of its purpose and mission. I believe that it is only when we find the spirit of our Fraternity inculcated in the hearts of all, that society will be a vast league of sympathy and justice; business, a system of human service; law, a rule of beneficence; the home will be more holy, the laughter of children more joyous. Evil and injustice, bigotry and greed, and every vile thing

      

       tint defiles humanity, will then be unable to endure the light of a juster, wiser, more merciful order. All industry will be upright, education prophetic, and religion not a shadow but a real presence, when man has become acquainted with man and has learned to worship Cod by serving his fellows. No more worthy purpose can inspire any Order than the earnest, active endeavour to bring men — first the individual man, and then, so far as possible, those united with him, to a deeper, richer fellowship with spiritual reality; that our Chapters be centres of light in a dark w T orld, where men of all races, ranks, parties and creeds, meet in the name of a better humanity, a simple faith, a wiser justice, and a creative good-will. Therefore, my Companions, now that we are on the threshold of a second century, I give you this challenge — that we as individuals, and Royal Arch Masons, use the present in a most worthy manner — that every dawn inspire us to use each new day in a way most pleasing to God and beneficial to our fellowmen. With a full realization and appreciation of our heritage, may we make such a contribution that future generations will be proud to include us in their heritage.

       NECROLOGY

       Let us meditate and recall to mind those of our Companions who have passed into the care of a loving God since our last Convocation, remembering that of all the awe-inspiring events that the mind can conceive, death is the most solemn and irrevocable. May the memory of those who have passed from our midst ever inspire us to so live our lives that when we depart from this world it can be said — "These Companions could not have left a greater epitaph than that of service rendered to their fellowmen. By their passing, vacancies have been left which shall be filled well because of their splendid accomplishments and the standards they raised."

       To those upon whom the burden of grief falls most heavily, we tender our heartfelt sympathy.

       The Committee on Fraternal Dead, under the Chairmanship of R. Ex. Comp. L. B. Gillespie, will present its report during this Convocation.

       "They were our Companions.

       Short days ago we gave them speech,

       We heard their voices,

       Walked with them in busy streets;

       Mayhap, like us, they had their faults;

       Mayhap, like us, they erred;

      

       If so, we do not now remember. We only call to mind That they were just and true and kind. They were our Companions."

       VISITATIONS

       During the past term I devoted much time to visitations, particularly in our jurisdiction. Wherever I proceeded, loyalty to Grand Chapter, and faith in capitular Masonry were abundantly found. I have been greatly impressed with the sterling character contained within the rank and file of our institution. However, may I make reference to the following occasions which were of especial significance. First, the invitation extended by M. Wor. Bro. William L. Wright, the Grand Master, to attend the 102nd Annual Convocation of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, accompanied by R. Ex. Comp. F. J. Johnson, the Grand Scribe "E". We were most graciously received and the cordiality of our welcome will long be remembered. Secondly, the District Meeting held in Algonquin Chapter, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, when accompanied by Grand Chapter Officers, I installed M. Wor. Bro. Wright as an Honourary Past "Z" of that Chapter. Finally, the Grand Chapter Night held by St. Paul's Chapter, Toronto, on October 9th, 1957, for M. Ex. Comp. Melville S. Gooderham, when he was presented with his Regalia as an Honourary Past Grand "Z".

       Some visitations to our sister jurisdictions in the United States were declined only because they conflicted with previous commitments in our Grand Chapter. However, I express personal thanks to M. Ex. Companions F. W. Dean, and J. A. M. Taylor, who represented me and Grand Chapter at the Grand Chapters of Michigan and Virginia, respectively.

       It was also most enjoyable and educational to visit the Grand Chapter of the State of New York, at Albany, accompanied by M. Ex. Comp. John M. Burden, our Representative to that Grand jurisdiction.

       It was a great privilege to make these visitations and I expressed unbounded appreciation for the courtesy and hospitality which was extended to me at all times.

       The following is a list of visits made during the year: Date   Chapter, Lodge   Location   Occasion

       1957   or Event

       MAY-

       1-3—Grand Chapter of Illinois 7-Mount Sinai Chapter 212 9-Grand Chapter Office

       10—District Meeting 14-Shekinah Chapter 138 17-The St.  Patrick Chapter 145 21-Grand Chapter Office 24-Humber Chapter 246 29-St. Alban's Chapter 217 30-Alpha Lodge 384
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       31

       UNI 4-

       14-

       Tvrian Chaptei   258 Grand Chaptei   Vdvisorj Com.  it  Council Meeting RAM. Golf   l ournament

       I-i I  \ 6-18—Grand Lodge

       U ■(..-9-0-1

       Grand  Imperial Conclave -Session — Sovereign Great

       Priory of Canada

       EPT.

       17-20-27-M  I

       Durham Chapter 221

       The St. Patrick Chapter 145

       Corinthian Chapter :>t>

       -St. Clair Lodge ">77

       4—Covenant Chapter 113 5—Covenant Chapter 113 9—St. Paul's Chapter 65

       11-Occident Chapter 77

       17—Mount Horeb Chapter 20

       21-Georgian District 9 2-23-Grand Chapter of Ohio 25—London District Meeting 2 26-Ark Chapter 80 28-Madoc Chapter 161

       29-Victoria Chapter 37 30-Grand Chapter Office 31—King Solomon's Chapter 8 ,OV-

       2—International Night 9-Mount Sinai Chapter 212 12—Canadian Masonic Research

       Association 14-Succoth Chapter 135 16—Algonquin Chapter 102

       Stouffville

       Peterborough

       Aurora

       Toronto

       London London

       Durham I oronto

       Peterborough

       Toronto

       Cornwall Cornwall Toronto

       Toronto

       Brantford

       Midland

       Cleveland

       London

       Windsor

       Madoc

       Port Hope

       Toronto

       Toronto

       Buffalo, N.Y.

       Toronto

       Toronto

       I'xbridge Sault Ste. Marie

       18— Shuniah  Chapter 82,  Port Arthur,Fort William

       and Fort  William  Chapter 140 19-Golden Chapter 90   Kenora

       20-Alberton Chapter 152   Fort Frances

       28-Waterloo Chapter 32   Gait

       29-Quinte Friendship Chapter 227        Belleville )EC-

       4-Grand Holv R.A. Chapter of Pennsylvania. 11 —Kitchener Chapter 117 20-The St. Patrick Chapter 145

       Dedication.

       Official Guest.

       Annual Assembly. Annual Assembl)

       Special Convocation.

       Reception to Grand "Z".

       Presentation  Fifty and  Twenty-five Year

       Jewels.

       Reception   to   M.   Wor.   Bro.   Harry   L.

       Martyn, Grand  Master.

       Dedication Chapter Room.

       International Night.

       Grand   Chapter   Night.     Presentation   to

       M.E. Com p. M. S. Gooderham.

       Reception to R.E. Comp. C. W. Emmett.

       Investiture V.E. Comp. S. Bustard.

       District Meeting.   Presentation Fifty Year

       Jewels  to  five Companions.

       Reception to Grand First Principal.

       141st Annual Convocation.   Official Guest.

       Reception to Grand First Principal.

       International Night.

       Fiftieth Anniversary.   Reception to Grand

       First Principal.

       Dedication Chapter Room.

       Advisory  Com.  & Council  Meeting.

       One Hundredth Anniversary.

       Guest.

       Ladies' Night. 21st Meeting.

       Visitation.

       District   Meeting.    Installation   of   Archbishop    W.    L.    Wright   as    Hon.    First Principal. Joint Meeting.

       Visitation.

       Visitation.

       Presentation Fifty Year Jewels.

       Reception to Bruce Smith Grand "H".

       958

       22-

       23-

       L'4-

       29-

       EB.

       5-7

       10-

       11-

       12-

       16-

       27

       -St. Alban's Chapter 217

       -Special Meeting -The St. Patrick Chapter 145 -Grand Chapter Office -Centenary Ladies' Com. Meeting -Wellington  District 4  Meeting -Grand Chapter Office -Principals'  Association

       -Grand Chapter, State of New York -Centenary Ladies' Com. Meeting -Lebanon Lodge -Principals' Association,

       Hamilton District -Toronto Districts 8 & 8a -Ottawa    Distric   t   1 3  Meeting

       -st. Clair  District   1   Meeting

       Philadelphia, Pa. Quarterly Communication. Plane grounded

       at Rochester, N.Y.

       Dedication of Chapter Room.

       Presentation    of    Hon.    Membership    to

       Grand "Z". Toronto   Reception to Grand Supt.

       Kitchener Toronto

       Streetsville

       Toronto

       Toronto

       Toronto

       Guelph

       Toronto

       Toronto

       Albany I pronto Oshawa

       stnne\ Creek

       Toronto

       Ottawa (  liatham

       Purpose of Forming R.A. Chapter.

       Installation.

       Advisory Com. Meeting.

       Centennial Com. Meeting. Annual Dinner.

       161st Annual Convocation.

       Royal Arch Night.

       Reception to Grand First Principal.

       R   \.M.  Welfare  Committee Meeting. Reception to Grand First Principal. Reception to Grand First Principal.

      

       Date

       GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       Chapter, Lodge or Event

       MAR.

       9-

       12-

       15-

       17-

       21-

       26-27-

       ■Toronto Districts Divine Service ■Metropolitan Lodge

       Hiawatha & Port Huron Chapters Ionic Chapter 168 The St. Patrick Chapter 145 -Convocation — Grand Chapter of Quebec

       APR.—

       2-Grand Chapter Office

       7-The Beaches Chapter 163 8-Shekinah Chapter 138

       9-Grand Chapter Office

       11-York Chapter 62

       14—Centenary Ladies' Com. Meeting 15-Grand Chapter Office

       Location

       Toronto Toronto

       Occasion

      

       Port Huron, Mich Campbellford Toronto Montreal

       Toronto

       Toronto Toronto

       Toronto Toronto

       Toronto Toronto

       Reception & Presentation to R.E. Comp. A. Tinker. International Day. Anniversary Convocation. Irish Night.

       Grand Chapter Centennial Sub-Committee

       Meeting.

       Grand Chapter Night.

       Special Convocation. Conferring of H.R.A.

       Degree.

       Grand     Chapter    Advisory    Com.     and  I

       Council Meeting.

       Presentation Hon. Membership to Grand

       First Principal.

       Final Meeting Grand Chapter Centennial Sub-Committee.

      

       HONOURS

       I have long held ail earnest conviction that it is a great honour to be selected bv the Companions of any Chapter to become an Honourary Member thereof. It is, therefore, with pride that I report Honourary Membership has been conferred upon me by the following:

       The (.rami Chapter of Illinois,

       Corinthian Chapter No. 36, Peterborough,

       King Solomon's Chapter No. 8, Toronto,

       Succoth Chapter No. 135, Uxbridge,

       The St. Patrick Chapter No. 145, Toronto,

       York Chapter No. 62, Toronto,

       The Beaches Chapter No. 163, Toronto.

       I have already expressed to the foregoing my deep appreciation and obligation to them, but again record sincere and grateful thanks.

       GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

       During the year it has been my pleasure to recommend the following for Grand Representatives near our Grand Chapter, and I am happy to report that these have been confirmed by the respective Grand High Priests, and necessary Commissions received and presented:

       Republic of

       Philippines  — R. Ex. Comp. Charles W. Emmett, Port Credit, Ont.

       Maine   — R. Ex. Comp. M. Roy Anderson, Belleville, Ont.

       Missouri   — R. Ex. Comp. C. Percy Eagles, Midland, Ont.

       North Carolina    — R. Ex. Comp. Benjamin S. Scott, London, Ont.

       Oklahoma   — R. Ex. Comp. Andrew F. Tannahill, Toronto, Ont.

       Utah   — R. Ex. Comp. Lloyd B. Gillespie, Ottawa, Ont.

       Washington   — R. Ex. Comp. Reginald J. Lewis, Toronto, Ont.

       Furthermore,   the  following  distinguished  Companions  have been nominated and accepted to be our Grand Representatives near their respective Grand Chapters: Republic of

       Philippines  — M. Ex. Comp. Antonio Gonzales. Delaware   — Ex. Comp. Elmer S. Howell.

       Vermont   — Ex. Comp. George E. Cummings.

       Washington   — Ex. Comp. Albert Jensen.

       New Brunswick     — V. Ex. Comp. Fred. E. Mallory.

       ANNIVERSARIES

       It gave me a great deal of joy to visit Madoc Chapter on October 28th, 1957, the occasion of its Fiftieth Anniversary. I left with the firm impression that notwithstanding its accomplishments and, yes, even adversities, during the first half century of its existence, this Chapter will go forward and make marked progress in the years to come.

      

       On October 31st, 1957, I visited King Solomon's Chapter, No. 8, on the important occasion of its One Hundredth Anniversary. A large gathering of Companions celebrated the event in a most fitting manner and an excellent history of the Chapter was presented by V. Ex. Comp. Frank MacNeill. This was a most inspiring Convocation and all in attendance experienced not only the joy of achievement, but pride of membership in our Fraternity.

       VETERANS OF MASONRY

       No duty has been more pleasing or gratifying than the presentation of Jewels, emblematic of Fifty Years' Membership and service in Grand Chapter. It has been a signal honour to present so many during the past year, and in this our One Hundredth Anniversary year, I have more than ever been forcibly reminded that these Companions have made a tremendous contribution during half the century of the existence of our Grand Chapter, and we have been the beneficiaries of their zeal and fidelity to the Craft. It was a further inspiration to learn that despite their advanced years, many are still active in their respective Chapters. Surely, here is another challenge to all of us to emulate their splendid example.

       Likewise, it has been a privilege to present the Twenty-five Year Past Principals' Jewels, or the Bars which have replaced them. I may say, with profound respect, that I cannot convince myself that the Bar presently in use is suitable recognition for the marked interest these Excellent Companions have displayed over the twenty-five years since they became First Principals of their respective Chapters. Many Chapters, and some Principals' Associations, have expressed similar opinions, and I trust that Grand Chapter, at this Convocation, will institute action to restore the Twenty-five Year Past Principal's Jewel previously awarded. In most instances I found that the recipient had continued to manifest marked interest in the affairs of his Chapter and thus, as a result of experience gained, has proved to be of invaluable assistance in the administration of his Chapter, and particularly to the Officers in their progress to the Chair of Zerubbabel. We must, rightfully, pay deserving tribute to these Past Principals of our Grand Chapter, who have well and truly followed the instruction given at the time of their installation, namely, to set an example that the Companions need not hesitate to follow.

       It is our fervent prayer that the Great Jehovah will bless these veterans of our Craft with health and strength, so that we may continue to be enriched by their guidance and leadership.

      

       The following is a list of those who received proper recognition From Grand Chapter during the past year:

       PRESENTATION OF JEWELS

       For Fifty Years a Royal Arch Mason Chapter

       St. Johns. No. 3—Comp, W. Manness.

       St. Andrew & St. John. No. 4—Comps. F. S. Buck. P. Leadley, W. B. Stringer. I he Moira. No. 7—Ex. Comp. A. Schryver. Mount Horeh. No. 20—V. Ex. Comp. A. C. Barnett, Comps. H. E. Chittenden,

       W.   H.  Dredge.  S.  M.  Mill.  T.  E.  Holmes,  H.  Lee,  C. T.  Hay, J. W.

       Milne. \\ . J. Mnii, E. A. Notman, C. Page, Ex. Comp. W. Wylie. Ezra. No. 23—Comp. A. Harvey, R. Ex. Comp. T. J. Hicks. Waterloo, No. 32-Comps. R. J. Spalding, A. E. Willard. Keystone, No. 35—Ex. Comp. W. M. Pringle. Corinthian. No. 36—Ex. Comp. D. D. Brown. Bruce. No. 53-Comp. R. S. Code. Georgian, No. 56—Ex. Comp. W. Sherriff. Occident, No. 77—Comp. W. W. Legate. Lebanon, No. 84—Ex. Comp. W. A. Campbell. C.olden, No. 90—Comp. C. L. Galloway. Midland, No. 94-Ex. Comp. A. M. Fulton. Bonnechere, No. 114—Comp. A. H. Box. Brant, No. 115—Comp. W. A. W. Woolner. Kitchener, No. 117—R. Ex. Comp. M. H. Cook, Comps. V. S. Mclntyre, W.

       M. O. Lochead. King Cyrus, No. 119—Comp. M. G. Brown.

       Fort William, No. 140-Comps. A. Bruce, W. R. Coslett, J. A. Walker. The St. Patrick, No. 145-Comp. W. F. Guthrie. Lucknow, No. 147-Comp. W. W. Hill. London, No. 150—Comp. A. Sheere. Alberton, No. 152—Comp. G. A. Stethem.

       For Twenty-five Years Installed First Principal Chapter

       Ancient Frontenac & Cataraqui, No. 1—V. Ex. Comp. F. R. Farley.

       St. Andrew & St. John, No. 4-R. Ex. Comp. R. N. McElhinney.

       St. John's, No. 6—Ex. Comp. S. G. Long.

       King Solomon's, No. 8—Ex. Comp. A. V. B. Jackson.

       Ezra, No. 23—Ex. Comp. A. B. Jackson.

       St. Mark's, No. 26— R. Ex. Comp. H. Sager.

       Manitou, No. 27—Ex. Comp. F. H. Beynon.

       Pentalpha, No. 28-Ex. Comp. R. J. McConnell.

       Waterloo, No. 32—R. Ex. Comp. R. D. Law, Ex. Comp. D. Bowie.

       Corinthian, No. 36—Ex. Comp. G. Davies.

       St. John's, No. 48—Ex. Comp. J. G. McNab, R. Ex. Comp. H. O. Taylor

       Bruce, No. 53—Ex. Comp. J. M. Cunningham

       Havelock, No 63—Ex. Comp. R. J. Kincaid.

       The Malloch, No. 66—Ex. Comps. R. N. Bissonette, J. E. Keating.

      

       Chapter

       The St. Clair, No. 75—Ex. Comp. J. C. Cunningham. Mount Nebo, No. 76-R. Ex. Comp. C. L. Leys. Ionic, No. 83-Ex. Comp. W. A. Clowes. MacNabb, No. 88-Ex. Comp. J. H. Doney. Midland, No. 94—Ex. Comp. W. L. Richman.

       Algonquin, No. 102—R. Ex. Comp. E. G. Drew, Ex. Comp. A. W. Lomas. Bonnechere, No. 114—Ex. Comp. K. McDowell. Brant, No. 115—Ex. Comp. A. S. Dunton.

       Kitchener,  No.   117—R.  Ex.  Comp.  N.  A.  MacEachren,  Ex.  Comp.   P.   L. Sheridan.

       Leeds, No. 132-V. Ex. Comp. B. J. Davis.

       King Darius, No. 134—Ex. Comp. M. Horner.

       The St. Patrick, No. 145-R. Ex. Comp. T. S. Westcott.

       Lucknow, No. 147—R. Ex. Comp. W. A. Porteous.

       London, No. 150-R. Ex. Comp. T. Welch.

       Laurentian, No. 151—Ex. Comp. E. T. Woods.

       Ancaster, No. 155—Ex. Comp. A. Henry.

       Lome, No. 164—Ex. Comp. C. N. Irwin, V. Ex. Comp. J. L. Atkinson.

       Kichikewana, No. 167—Ex. Comp. George Ross.

       Temiskaming, No. 169—V. Ex. Comp. T. S. Armstrong.

       Hugh Murray, No. 184-Ex. Comp. C. C. Butler.

       Ottawa, No. 222-Ex. Comp. J. R. Meldrum.

       Beaver, No. 225-V. Ex. Comp. C. E. Woodstock.

       Quinte Friendship, No. 227—Ex. Comp. F. Chapman.

       Port Credit, No. 230-Ex. Comp. F. A. Maas.

       Smithville, No. 240-R. Ex. Comp. J. N. Davis.

       St. Paul's, No. 242-V. Ex. Comp. G. C. Harris.

       Nilestown, No. 247—V. Ex. Comp. W. Smale, R. Ex. Comp. W. E. Summers.

       Palestine, No. 249—Ex. Comps. J. Baker, E. H. Brown.

       ROYAL ARCH MASONS WELFARE COMMITTEE TORONTO DISTRICTS 8 AND 8A

       It was my extreme pleasure to attend the Annual Meeting of this Committee, held at the Y.M.C.A., Eglinton Avenue East, on February 16th, 1958. Ex. Comp. P. R. Helm of Occident Chapter retired as Chairman and was replaced by Ex. Comp. John Webber, of St. Albans Chapter. Too much praise cannot be given to the comparatively small number of Companions who comprise this most important Committee, for the outstanding work they have accomplished in many fields of endeavour. Here we find one of the greatest practical demonstrations of Masonic fundamentals, namely, charity in its true sense, to all.

       The work accomplished by this Committee is most impressive. For instance, it makes itself responsible, during the summer months, for the transportation of mothers and under-privileged children from the Toronto Missions, to its Camp at Bronte, Ont. The Hospi-

      

       tal Visiting Committee under the Chairmanship of R. Ex.  Comp. Elmer M. Woolcock,  visits  Royal Arch Companions conl'ined to hospitals in the metropolitan area of Toronto. No Companion who is a patient in hospital, and of whom R. Ex. Comp. Woolcock has knowledge, is ever neglected, and this applies particularly to out-of-town Royal Arch Masons. I would urge the Scribes "E" of the various Chapters to acquaint R. Ex. Comp. Woolcock, 91 Castle Knock Road, Toronto 12, when any of their Companions are hospitalized anywhere within the confines of the metropolitan area of Toronto.

       Splendid work is also done by the members of this Welfare Committee in the entertainment of patients at Divadale Hospital, where aged veterans receive domiciliary care through the Department of Veterans Affairs. Recently this form of endeavour has been enlarged in that a similar service is rendered to aged folk — inmates of Laughlin Lodge.

       Finally, during the past few months this Committee, under the direction of Comp. Murray Levinter, of Mount Sinai Chapter, has become profoundly interested in a new project — the Metropolitan School for Retarded Children, at 186 Beverley Street, Toronto. Here we find a small group of Royal Arch Masons devoting themselves wholeheartedly to the welfare of unfortunate retarded children, bringing to them much needed comfort and joy, the nature of which thev have never experienced before. The Chairman of the Committee reports that the results of its program have brought a first smile to many, and have built hope and trust in the everyday life of these children. Too great tribute cannot be paid to the Companions of this Welfare Committee, who have dedicated themselves in a very practical manner to the service and interests of the less fortunate. May I suggest that this excellent work may well be emulated by other districts, and that they earnestly consider such an enterprise.

       It is also worthy of note that the finances of this Committee, in the main, are obtained by its own efforts, and it is gratifying to learn that its financial position is very sound.

       May I express our sincere thanks and appreciation to the Royal Arch Masons' Welfare Committee of the two Toronto Districts, for the magnificent service it is rendering, and may the future endeavours of its great humanitarian undertakings bring forth even greater success.

       RECOMMENDATION

       In  keeping with the foregoing, it is significant to observe that the late M. Ex. Comp. Charles W. Haentschel, M.D., in his Address presented to the Seventy-fifth Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter, stated, (in part): "May it not be well, therefore, that we look about for some other field of endeavour, to the end that we

      

       may leave something to those who come after, some evidence of activity along humanitarian lines, really worth while." I believe such a thought is more than ever applicable at this time — the occasion of our One Hundredth Anniversary, and that we should express our thankfulness in a tangible manner. I have, therefore, given this matter very careful study, and consequently recommend that Grand Chapter set aside the sum of $1,500.00, for the purpose of awarding Bursaries of $300.00 each, to the following:

       CARLETON COLLEGE        - OTTAWA QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY        - KINGSTON TORONTO UNIVERSITY   - TORONTO McMASTER UNIVERSITY - HAMILTON UNIVERSITY OF

       WESTERN ONTARIO      - LONDON

       The recipient should be any student of Senior Matriculation standing, who, in the opinion of any of the Faculties' Principals, or Presidents, requires financial assistance to complete the first year.

       MASONIC LIBRARY

       I  would be remiss if I failed to express the appreciation of Grand Chapter, to the Grand Lodge Librarian, R. Wor. Bro. and Companion, A. E. MacGregor, for his kindly co-operation and the splendid work he has rendered to Royal Arch Companions who have found the study of our Craft both educational and profitable. I would urge more Companions to take advantage of the facilities offered at the Grand Lodge Library, Masonic Temple, 777 Yonge Street, and I know the Librarian will welcome the opportunity of assisting any Companion interested in Masonic study.

       MEMBERSHIP

       This important phase of our activities has given me considerable concern. Indeed, I have become alarmed at the lethargic attitude taken by so many of our Companions in this field. The net increase reported by the Grand Scribe "E" as of December 31st, 1957, was only 56. During the past year we have lost 536 Companions by death; 150 by Suspension; 242 by Demit.

       I cannot over-emphasize the significance of the foregoing figures and the importance which must be attached to the number of Companions lost year after year because of Suspensions and Demits. It is certainly deplorable to observe that the number of Demits granted during the period under review is greater than in the preceding seven years.

       In my visitations throughout the jurisdiction I have emphasized that no Suspension should be made until an investigation into the

      

       circumstances of the Companion so affected has been completed; furthermore,  similar  procedure should be applied in cases of Demits,  notwithstanding  that, constitutionally, an application for Demit  cannot  be denied. While I have learned that such practice has been adopted by many Chapters, I would urge that all in the jurisdiction  consider seriously this vital problem. We must bear in mind that while stressing the need for additional members, it is equally important to retain the membership we have.

       It surely must be conceded that the number of applications for Exaltation received during the year, namely, 879, is exceedingly disappointing, and an indication to all that our individual and earnest attention to this matter is essential. Statistics make it abundantly clear that a great reservoir for membership has remained untapped and only requires the active endeavours of all Companions to produce results. This prompts me to urge that members of respective Chapters become active both in attendance and participation in all phases of the work of their Craft Lodges because I believe it is only there that those earnestly seeking further light in Masonry will be found. Good Membership Committees are necessary in every Chapter but these will be completely useless unless composed of active Craft Masons, and those profoundly interested in capitular Masonry and the future progress of their respective Chapters. We must, however, never forget that individual effort on the part of every Companion is of paramount importance. It has always been my firm conviction, and I have often so stated, that membership is not the only yardstick which shoidd be used to measure the progression or value of any institution; nevertheless, none can deny that without increased numbers its effectiveness will be lost and its fabric and foundations ultimately crumble.

       Grand Chapter in its wisdom has prepared a Pamphlet on Membership, particularly for the information of prospective candidates, and my experience during the past year leads me to say that this is not utilized extensively enough; indeed, some Companions are not even aware of its existence. Copies may be readily obtained by contacting the office of the Grand Scribe "E", and I would earnestly request every Companion to procure one for his study and use.

       I am constrained to say that the field of membership is often retarded due to Chapter Convocations not being thoroughly planned — Chapters not opening at the stated time, and the work of the Officers not up to accepted standards. The period of refreshment and social activity is also an important phase of our Craft, and I find too little time devoted to this aspect of Chapter Convocations. Thus Companions lose interest, and, as a consequence, there is a lessening in attendance. These matters require the serious and practical attention of all Chapters, and if rectified, should reawaken enthusiasm for capitular Masonry and result in increased membership.

       Therefore, as we are about to write the final chapter of our

      

       first century, and enter the second, let us accept the challenge which exists in the field of membership and resolve, as individual Royal Arch Masons, that we will make a determined effort to not only influence those eligible to become Companions of our Chapters, but thoroughly acquaint them with the philosophy and symbolism of Royal Arch Masonry.

       The Special Grand Chapter Committee on Membership, under the Chairmanship of R. Ex. Comp. A. F. Tannahill, is deserving of the highest commendation for its outstanding work and endeavours, and will make a full and comprehensive report at this Convocation. I would earnestly request all Companions to study this report and act accordingly.

       NEW CHAPTERS

       Despite the small increase in membership, I am exceedingly proud to report that two new Chapters are working under dispensation, namely, Quetico, at Atikokan, and Centennial, at Streetsville. These were instituted under dates of November 27th, 1957, and February 24th, 1958 respectively. Interest abounds in the Companions of these Chapters as evidenced by the fact that Quetico had five applications on its first Summons, and Centennial twenty-three, and this should be great encouragement for future progress. I trust it will be the pleasure of Grand Chapter to grant their Warrants at this Convocation.

       May I, in behalf of Grand Chapter, express appreciation to all who have been instrumental in the formation of these two new Chapters, also the wish that they will have an abundance of prosperity and satisfaction in their future endeavours.

       DEDICATIONS

       It  is pleasing to report that, accompanied on each occasion by a splendid representation of Grand Chapter Officers, I officiated at the following Dedications of Chapter Rooms:

       June    4th, 1957-Tyrian Chapter No. 258, Stouffville.

       Oct.     4th, 1957—Covenant Chapter No. 113, Cornwall.

       Oct.   29th, 1957-Victoria Chapter No. 37, Port Hope.

       Dec.   11th, 1957—Kitchener Chapter No. 117, Kitchener.

       DISPENSATIONS

       One hundred and fifty-two Dispensations were issued as follows:

       Attend Divine Service     19

       Change Day or Hour of Opening     57

       Advancement of Officers as required by Constitution   16

       Permit Installation of Officers on a day not prescribed in By-Laws   10

       Meet in another Hall     5

       Permit Social Functions     26

      

       Permit the change of Degree Work when insufficient Notice given

       in Summons                2

       Dispense with Regular Convocation                 12

       Permit an Amputation to be  Initiated       2

       Permit all  Degrees  to be conferred in one day   (2)  M.M.M. and

       M.F.M. in the afternoon;  H.R.A.  in evening     1

       Permit Election of Officers on a day not prescribed in By-Laws ....   1

       1  Dispensation not used      1

       Total   152

       I also approved the interchange of fifteen (15) Chapters in our jurisdiction with Chapters outside our jurisdiction. In most cases a Degree was exemplified.

       It is gratifying to observe the number of Dispensations granted for Divine Services, most of which were at District level. The importance of such Services cannot be overestimated and I would urge that the Companions lend their support by being present on all such occasions, remembering that the public reputation of our great institution is adversely affected by small attendances.

       CHAPTER BY-LAWS New By-Laws Approved:

       Chapter   No.   Chapter   No.

       Minnewawa         78      King Cyrus     232

       Amendments to By-Laws Approved:

       Chapter                                                No.           Chapter   No.

       Pentalpha       28   Couchiching        198

       Mount Nebo       76   St.  Albans        217

       Warkworth      110   Prince Edward     218

       St. John's     112   Halton     234

       King Darius      134   Aurora     235

       Fort William    140   The St. Andrew     238

       Alberton     152   Palestine      249

       Peel        195

       DORMANT CHAPTERS

       Pembroke Chapter  No. 58, Mattawa

       Klondike Chapter  No. 154, Dawson City

       INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

       It was my great pleasure to attend four of these events during the past year: Saturday, October 5th, 1957, at Cornwall, Ontario, under the auspices of Covenant Chapter No. 113, Cornwall, and Massena Chapter, Massena, N.Y., which was honoured with the presence of M. Ex. Comp. H. Randall Kreger, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of the State of New York; Saturday, October 26th, 1957, at Windsor, under the auspices of Ark Chapter, Windsor, and Findlay Chapter, Ohio, when M. Ex. Comp. Fairborn

      

       Smith, Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of the State of Michigan, was the main speaker; November 2nd, 1957, at Buffalo, N.Y., arranged by the Past Principals' Associations of that area, together with those of our jurisdiction — Niagara Falls and Hamilton — where again M. Ex. Comp. H. Randall Kreger, Grand High Priest of the State of New York, was present; Saturday, March 15th, 1958, I attended the Tenth Annual International Night, held under the joint auspices of Hiawatha Chapter, Sarnia, and Port Huron Chapter, Michigan. Most Ex. Comp. Orlow Myers, Grand High Priest of the State of Michigan, was present; moreover, extended to me the courtesy of an invitation to attend a session of his Grand Chapter Line Officers on Sunday morning, March 16th, which I accepted. This was both profitable and educational.

       The foregoing were most inspiring gatherings and I believe did much to foster and cement the excellent relationships which exist between this Grand Chapter and other Grand jurisdictions.

       COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

       The Constitution of Grand Chapter requires that all nominations for election at Grand Chapter must be in the office of the Grand Scribe "E" no later than March 15th, and opened by a Committee appointed by the Grand First Principal. This duty was properly exercised by a Committee appointed by myself, namely, M. Ex. Comp. John M. Burden, Q.C., Chairman, and M. Ex. Companions, R. E. Conover, and J. L. House, Members.

       JOINT INSTALLATIONS

       In accordance with the recommendation made by M. Ex. Comp. J. L. House in his report of last year, a Committee was appointed to consider this subject, under the Chairmanship of M. Ex. Comp. F. W. Dean, with M. Ex. Companions John M. Burden and J. A. M. Taylor, as Members. While no definite conclusions have yet been reached, a Progress Report will be submitted at this Convocation.

       INVESTMENTS

       Grand Chapter Investments have remained unchanged during the year, and a comprehensive report will be presented at this Convocation by R. Ex. Comp. F. Carl Ackert, Chairman of Committee on Investments.

       FINANCES

       Grand Chapter is again indebted to M. Ex. Comp. Fred W. Dean, Grand Treasurer, and R. Ex. Comp. James E. Girven, Chairman of the Finance Committee, for the very efficient manner in which they have discharged the responsibilities of their respective

      

       Offices. They will be submitting to this Convocation, reports containing   detailed  information regarding our Financial position. It is, however, worth) ol note, that while Grand Chapter did last year budget for ;i  delimit  of $3,201.00, I am pleased to report that by diligent control over expenditures the original figure has been reduced to S6.53.

       PAST RANK

       Excellent Companion Allen H. Miller, was regularly installed as the FiiM Principal of Minnewawa Chapter No. 78, but after serving tor some live months, developed a severe heart condition, which caused him to be inactive for the balance of his term.

       A request has been received from the Chapter that he be given Past Rank, and it is worthy of note that the Chapter reports to me: All through the Offices he has held, he has shown skill, interest, and  ability  in the work of the Chapter." It is undoubtedly in the best interests of Minnewawa Chapter, and Royal Arch Masonry generally, that he be given Past Rank, and I so recommend accordingly.

       GRAND CHAPTER HISTORY

       When the Grand Chapter Centenary Committee was formed some four years ago, it was the unanimous opinion that a Grand Chapter History, marking its century of progress, should be available for publication some time after completion of the Centenary celebration. M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Conover kindly agreed to assume this tremendous responsibility. He has spent countless months in research and preparation of material so essential for this important recorded history. I know of certainty that it will prove valuable, interesting, and informative, not alone to students of Masonry in general, but to all Companions. It will be obtainable at a minimum cost, and I would urge the Companions of this Grand jurisdiction to procure a copy, because a study thereof will not only reveal events leading up to the formation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, but will give further proof of pride in our noble institution and magnificent heritage. I cannot speak too highly of the work undertaken and accomplished by M. Ex. Comp. Conover, and 1 find it most difficult to adequately express admiration and appreciation for his valued and notable contribution.

       APPRECIATION

       May  I  express thanks on behalf of Grand Chapter, to the Principals' Association of the two Toronto Districts, and its Immediate Past President, R. Ex. Comp. Donald Calder, for the invitation extended to hold this One Hundredth Anniversary Convocation in the City of Toronto, the Capital of the Province of Ontario.

      

       Moreover, I acknowledge with thanks the efforts put forth by its membership, which, coupled with those of the Grand Superintendents of the two Toronto Districts, R. Ex. Companions H. A. F. Schytte, and George Sheard, have been a marked factor in completion of the arrangements necessary in connection with the Centennial celebration.

       The Centenary Committee, organized some four years ago, has given most generously of its time, and its direction and wise counsel have been of immeasurable value in the planning of this most auspicious occasion. We acknowledge with deep appreciation the excellent foundation laid by this Committee, and record our thanks accordingly.

       The planning and arranging of this Centennial celebration has been an immense undertaking, and no one can estimate the time, thought, and energy, given by R. Ex. Comp. Charles W. Emmett, General Chairman of the Centenary Committee, and the Chairmen of his Sub-Committees, who have met constantly so that nothing would be left undone to insure the success of this most important Convocation.

       Personally, I tender to them my sincere thanks, also those of Grand Chapter generally. They are deserving of the highest commendation and, I hope, will experience the great joy of achievement.

       To the Past Grand First Principals, I tender my sincere appreciation for their counsel and guidance, which is available at all times. A greater amount of time has been demanded of them because of the Centennial Year and this has been given unstintingly by reason of a marked sense of their responsibilities and obligations to Grand Chapter. I also cannot speak too highly of the co-operation extended by the members of Council, R. Ex. Companions, Bruce H. Smith, and Charles W. Emmett, both of whom have applied themselves with diligence and industry to their duties, and given me encouragement and able support.

       Furthermore, I would like to voice my deep appreciation to R. Ex. Comp. R. J. Lewis, the Grand Lecturer, for his untiring efforts not only in his particular sphere of activity, but for his many personal services.

       The Grand Chapter Officers and Grand Superintendents are to be commended for their loyalty and the earnest manner in which they have devoted themselves to the discharge of their responsibilities. To them I extend my personal thanks, and those of Grand Chapter.

       Many opportunities have presented themselves to observe the faithful and loyal service rendered by R. Ex. Comp. F. J. Johnson, the Grand Scribe "E", also his Secretary, Miss Gwen Moore, and to them I express my profound thanks, together with those of our jurisdiction.

      

       Finally,  the co-opt  'ration  and enthusiasm displayed by  the Officers and Companions of the constituent Chapters towards the Centennial celebration is worthy of special mention, and thanks are expressed accordingly.

       CONCLUSION

       Companions, one year ago when you bestowed upon me the highest gift within your power, I rededicated myself to the tenets and principles of our Craft, also pledged to discharge the manifold responsibilities of the position in a manner worthy of my predecessors, and with the firm resolve to bring honour upon your choice. I say very sincerely that, to the utmost of my capabilities, I have administered the affairs of Grand Chapter impartially, but with determination to rule and work unselfishly, motivated only in the best interests of capitular Masonry. May I quote:

       MY CREED

       "To live as gently as I can; To be no matter where, a man; To take what comes of good or ill, And cling to faith and honour still, To do my best, and let that stand The record of my brain and hand; And then, should failure come to me, Still work and hope for victory.

       I have no secret place wherein I stoop unseen to shame or sin; To be the same when I'm alone As when my every deed is known;   . To live undaunted, unafraid, Of any step that I have made; To be without pretense or sham Exactly what men think I am."

       As we contemplate our glorious achievements, we must realize that we cannot rest on the laurels of the past, but be awake to the beckoning future and the opportunities it will afford. May I impress upon you the words of M. Ex. Comp. John Leslie, the Grand "Z" at the time of our Fiftieth Anniversary, when he stated: "Shall we not at this Convocation, having ever present with us the memory of the great and good ones who have passed away, dedicate ourselves anew to the service of Masonry." This, surely, is the great challenge as we approach our second century. What has transpired over the years, culminating in this Centennial Convocation, must have left an indelible impression upon the minds of all and greatly enriched

      

       our lives. Thus, as we go our separate ways let us leave with a firm determination that, seeking the guidance of the Great Jehovah, we will rededicate ourselves to those great principles and tenets upon which this noble institution has withstood the vicissitudes of time and season, and resolve to make a more impressive and individual contribution in every phase of our activities, Masonic or otherwise, so that our priceless heritage, in an improved state, may be transmitted to the Companions of tomorrow.

       Respectfully and Fraternally submitted,

       Maurice A. Searle,

       GRAND Z.

       Moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. C. W. Emmett and—

       Resolved—That the address of the M. Ex., the Grand Z., be referred to the Committee on the Grand Z's Address, to report thereon during the present Convocation of Grand Chapter.

      

       GRAND SUPERINTENDENTS' REPORTS

       To   the  Most   Excellent   the   Grand   /...   Officers   and   Members   of   the   Grand Chapter Of Royal Arch Masons of Canada

       ST. CLAIR DISTRICT No.  1 R. Ex. Comp. P. L. Lalondc As   m\   term   of  office  draws   to  a   close  it   is   with   great   pleasure   that   I submit   my   report   on   the   condition   of   Capitular   Masonry   in   Saint   Clair District No. 1.

       I wish  first  to express tnv sincere appreciation and thanks to the principals, past and present, of St. Clair District No. 1 for the honour conferred on Erie Chapter and myself in electing me to this high office, and to the Grand First Principal. Most Ex. Comp. M. A. Searle, for confirming my election.

       My first duty was to appoint Ex. Comp. Alfred W. Overfield as my secretary To him I wish to extend my sincere thanks for his loyal assistance throughout the year, accompanying me on my official visits and inspecting books of the constituent chapters.

       I would also like to extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to Rt. Ex. Comp. H. B. Porter, Ex. Comp. L. B. Boyle, and all the other companions who assisted me in making my year a most pleasant one.

       On Saturday June 22nd a meeting of Principals of each Chapter was called. All ten chapters were represented.

       My  official visits as Grand Superintendant were as follows: June 17—Ark Chapter No. 80 Windsor Oct.    4—Prince of Wales Chapter No. 71 Essex Oct.    9-Thos. Peters Chapter No. 250 Windsor Oct. 21—Erie Chapter No. 73 Ridgetown Nov.    4—Sombra Chapter No. 153 Wallaceburg Nov.    6—Blenheim Chapter No. 239 Blenheim Nov. 13—Ring Cyrus Chapter No. 119 Leamington Nov. 14—Wellington Chapter No. 47 Chatham Nov. 15—Lome Chapter No. 164 West Lome Nov. 26— MacNabb Chapter No. 88 Dresden On  each occasion on  my visits of inspection  as  the representative of the Most  Ex..   the  Grand  First  Principal,  a  most cordial  and  warm  reception  was extended and degree work was presented. The degrees on each occasion were conferred   in   a   creditable   and   impressive   manner.   Where   musical   facilities were available colour, variation, and beauty were added.

       During my term in office I have visited each Chapter twice. I attended all installations and I am very happy to report a splendid attendance at each occasion, with a good number of visiting companions present.

       The membership shows a decrease of 38 in the district, demits and suspensions being the main reasons. I have reason to believe this decrease would have been a slight increase had it not been for labour and financial conditions being subnormal.

       On May 17th I  visited  Lome Chapter No. 164, when King Cyrus Chapter No. 119 paid them a fraternal visit and conferred the M. E. M. Degree in the usual excellent and proficient manner.

       On Sunday Sept. 22nd, Divine Service was held in Trinity United Church, Walaceburg. with a good attendance.

       One of the highlights of the year was on Oct. 26 when Ark Chapter No. 80 sponsored an International day. Findlay Chapter No. 58, Findlay, Ohio, exemplified the H. R. A. Degree in the Ohio form, a very interesting event which was enjoyed by a large number of companions from the district. Most Excellent Comp. M. A. Searle, Rt. Ex. Comp. F. J. Johnson, Rt. Ex. Comp. C. W. Emmett and Rt. Ex. Comp. B. C. Damude honoured us with their presence at this meeting. There were also a number of Past Grand Chapter Companions from Michigan and Ohio in attendance.

       On Feb. 28, 1958, St. Clair District is holding a Reception for the Most Excellent Comp. M. A. Searle at the William Pitt Hotel in Chatham and we are looking forward to this occasion.

      

       Finally I would like to express my thanks to all the Chapters in  the district for the support and co-operation extended to me, and to pledge my support to my successor during his term of office.

       LONDON DISTRICT No. 2 Rt. Ex. Comp. Roy Ratz

       As my term of office as Grand Superintendent draws to a close, I take much pleasure in submitting my report on the condition and activities of Royal Arch Masonry in London District No. 2 for the current Grand Chapter year.

       I wish to express to the Principals and Past Principals of the District my appreciation for the confidence placed in me and the honour bestowed in electing me to the office of Grand Superintendent. My sincere thanks to M. Ex. Comp. M. A. Searle for confirming my election.

       I wish also to express my thanks to Ex. Comp. Harold Walper who very capably filled the office of District Secretary. He was able to accompany me on most of my official visits.

       On May 3, 1957 I had the pleasure of attending Ladies' Night of Aylmer Chapter No. 81. There was a good attendance of Companions and their ladies and a very enjoyable evening was had by all.

       On May 17, 1957 I attended Ruling Principals' Night at Wawanosh Chapter No. 15 Sarnia, when the ruling Principals of the District conferred the Royal Arch Degree on a class of candidates in a very impressive manner before a group of ninety companions.

       On June 12, 1957 a Chapter of Instruction was held in the Masonic Hall, Parkhill, when forty-seven companions representing the various Chapters in the district were present. R. Ex. Comp. Ben Scott, V. Ex. Comp. George Portice and Rt. Ex. Comp. Teasell, exemplified the Mark Mason, the Most Excellent Master and the Royal Arch Degree respectively, and helpful discussion followed.

       On June 15, 1957, I attended St. George's Chapter No. 5 London when that chapter was host to Quinte Friendship Chapter of Belleville. The visitors conferred the Royal Arch Degree in a very impressive manner. Rt. Ex. Comp. Chas. A. Batt, Grand Superintendent of Prince Edward District was present and gave a very instructive address.

       The outstanding event of our year for Chapter Masons in District No. 2 was the visit on the evening of Friday Oct. 25, 1957 of the Most Excellent, the Grand First Principal Maurice A. Searle to the companions of London District No. 2.

       In response to various requests from the Companions of London District, a meeting of the Principals' Association of District No. 2 was called to make necessary arrangements for the visit of the Most Excellent Grand First Principal.

       To avoid unnecessary travelling the main committee consisted of the Ruling Principals of London Chapters, together with the Grand Superintendent and officers of the Principals' Association and Rt. Ex. Comp. B. S. Scott. The committee under the able chairmanship of Ex. Comp. W. L. Davies were able to arrange a very satisfactory night with the Most Excellent. At 6:30 p.m. a sumptuous banquet was served in the Masonic Temple with the usual toasts and appropriate music. Most Ex. Comp. Searle replied to the toast to Grand Chapter in an inspiring and entertaining address, which did much to stimulate the interest and enthusiasm of Royal Arch Masons in District No. 2.

       Following the banquet the companions retired to the Red Room where the reception and presentation to the Grand First Principal took place. Again appropriate remarks were made by the Most Excellent, old friendships were renewed and many new friendships were initiated to maintain that Friendship which should ever actuate all Royal Arch Masons.

       My official visits were as follows, with the degree conferred shown after the name of each chapter.

       Sept. 19—Nilestown No. 247 Nilestown M.M.M. Sept. 26-The St. Andrew No. 238 London M.M.M. Sept. 27—St. George's No. 5 London   M.M.M.

       Oct.    1—St. Paul's No. 242 Lambeth   M.M.M.

       Oct.    3-Aylmer No. 81 Aylmer   R.A.M.

      

       Oct.    7—Beaver No. 71 Strathroy   M.M.M.

       Otc. 10--Palestine No. 54 St. Thomas   M.E.M.

       Oct. II—Wawanosh No. 15 Sarnia   H.R.A.

       Oct. 1 4—Vimy No. 214 Inwood   R.A.M.

       Oct. 21-Minnewawa No. 78 Parkhill   R.A.M.

       Oct. 23—St.    Johns   No. 3  London   M.E.M.

       Nov.   4—Hiawatha No. 252 Sarnia   R.A.M.

       Nov.  19—London  No.  150 London   M.E.M.

       Nov. 20-Bruce No. 53 Petrolia   M.E.M.

       At Nilestown Sept. 19. 1957, I had  the  privilege and honor of presenting .i 25 year Past Principal's Jewel to Ex. Comp. Walter Smale.

       On Nov. 20. 1957, I had the special privilege of presenting a 50 year Past Principal's Jewel to Richard C. Code, a life member of Bruce Chapter in Petrolia.

       On Nov. 26, 1957. I joined with the Companions of Aylmer Chapter No. 81 to attend the funeral of a highly respected and much revered Companion, Leopold Brown, who passed away on Nov. 24, 1957 in his 100th year. Companion Brown was exalted on August 12, 1892 and will be sadly missed by the companions of Aylmer Chapter.

       On  January  6,   1958  I  attended   the joint  installation  of Sarnia  Chapters,

       Hiawatha   and   Wawanosh.   Several   Companions   from   Michigan   were   present.

       also  attended   on   Jan.   13,   1958   the  joint   installation   of   Bruce   and   Vimy

       Chapters held in Inwood lodge rooms. On each of these evenings the companions

       enjoyed a delicious banquet and a social period together.

       On January 9. 1958 seven chapters of Royal Arch Masons met in the Temple Red Room in London to install and invest their elected and appointed officers for the year 1958. These seven chapters were:— St. John's No. 3, St. George's No. 5, Minnewawa No. 78, London No. 150, The St. Andrew No. 238, St. Paul's No. 242 and Nilestown No. 247.

       The installing Board, under direction of Chairman Rt. Ex. Comp. Ben Scott, was chosen as usual by rotation of Past Principals nominated by each chapter. In this way each participating officer has in turn experience in investing all the officers from Veilsmen to Past Principal. The general address was given by M. Ex. Comp. A. G. N. Bradshaw in his usual inimitable manner. London Chapter opened the convocation which was closed by St. Paul's.

       The installation was followed by a banquet at which Companion Rev. Morse Robinson gave an inspiring address. A musical highlight was the accordion numbers contributed by the ten year old daughter of Ex. Comp. Reg. Norris. This annual joint installation does much to impress upon the companions the strength and efficiencv of Roval Arch Masonry in London District No. 2.

       I regret having to report the sudden death, due to an accident in the fall of 1957, of V. Ex. Comp. George Portice, who was for several years Scribe E. of Minnewawa chapter No. 78 of Parkhill. He was a Mason of high calibre and his passing is a loss not only to Minnewawa chapter but to the District as a whole.

       The District Divine Service will be held in Grand Bend United Church, Sunday April 20, 1958 at 7:30 p.m. Rev. A. E. Holley will conduct the service. Special music will be a feature with Companion Fred Newman at the organ.

       My duties have been made lighter and more pleasant by the ready assistance lent me by the Past Principals of the district and those who accompanied me on mv various visits.

       In conclusion, I extend my sincere thanks to one and all for the assistance given me and for the cordial reception tendered me on all occasions during my term of office. Special thanks to the Grand Scribe E. for his assistance.

       To my successor I pledge my whole-hearted support and trust that he will receive the same co-operation, generous support and courtesy that I have enjoyed during my term of office.

       WILSON DISTRICT No. 3 Rt. Ex. Comp. William Johnston

       I have the honour and pleasure to submit my report on the condition of Capitular Masonry in this District during the past year.

      

       I would like to first thank the Companions of the District for the honour conferred on Ezra Chapter No. 23 and myself in selecting me as their Grand Superintendent, and Most Ex. Companion Maurice A. Searle for his confirmation of the same.

       My first and pleasant duty was to appoint Ex. Comp. O. P. Richardson as my District Secretary. He accompanied me on all my official and unofficial visits.

       I also had the pleasure of a goodly number of Companions who accompanied me on all my visits, this was very encouraging, "Thank you Companions". Several Companions and myself had the pleasure to attend an Especial Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, at Stouff-ville, Ont. on Tuesday, June 4th, 1957, for the Consecration and dedication of Tyrian Chapter No. 258, G.R.C. It was a wonderful night and a very enjoyable and profitable occasion.

       My official visits as the Grand Superintendent were as follows: June 14th, 1957—Harris No. 41, Ingersoll June 18th, 1957-Tillsonburg No. 255, Tillsonburg Sept. 16th, 1957-Brant. No. 115, Paris Sept. 19th, 1957-Mount Horeb No. 20, Brantford Sept. 27th, 1957-Oxford No. 18, Woodstock Oct. 9th, 1957-Regal No. 253, Port Dover Oct. 10th, 1957-Ezra No. 23, Simcoe

       On all my official visits I was received with dignity and respect as the representative of the Most Ex. the Grand First Principal. All the Chapters conferred degrees with great credit to their officers and Companions taking part.

       Capitular Masonry is in good condition in this District, while there are no large increases in membership, there are good reasons to believe that the Companions in the respective Chapters are very anxious to increase their membership.

       The high light of the year was the night of October 17th at Mount Horeb Chapter No. 20, when the First Grand Principal, Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle presented fifty year jewels to five Companions. After the presentation a District reception to our Grand First Principal was held in the banquet room. It was a splendid opportunity for the Companions to meet Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle.

       Another high light was on Friday, December 20th, at Oxford Chapter No. 18, Woodstock, when the First Principals of Wilson District No. 3 conferred the Royal Arch degree, it was a very interesting and pleasant occasion. Companions from all the Chapters in the District were present, many taking part in degree.

       The District Divine Service was held on Sunday, October 20th, at Trinity Church, Simcoe at 7 p.m. A good representation of every Chapter in the District I am delighted to state attended, after the service we adjourned to the Parish Hall, where the Ladies of the Simcoe Companions served a light lunch.

       To my secretary I wish to express my sincere thanks for a job well done, and to my successor I extend my congratulations and assure him my wholehearted support.

       WELLINGTON  DISTRICT,  No. 4 R. Ex. Comp. John W. Frey

       In presenting my report on the condition of Wellington District No. 4, as Grand Superintendent, I look back over a year which has added many fine companions to my circle of friends. I trust that during my term of office I may have in some small measure rendered a service of value to Capitular Masonry.

       I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Chapters of the District for the honour they have conferred upon me in electing me their Grand Superintendent, also to the Most Excellent the Grand First Principal for   confirming   same.

      

       M\ first duty was to appoint Ex. Comp. Win. Van Norman as my District Secretary, and I extend to him niv sincere thanks for the capahle manner in which  he performed his duties. I would also like to thank and express my appreciation to R. Ex. Companions. James A. Robertson. Charles T. Palmer and Dr. Charles E. Morgan and to all who assisted me, during my tenure of office, by  their  counsel and presence on niv  visits.

       Most Excellent Companion J. A. M. Taylor visited Guelph Chapter No. 40 D May  10th.  1937. when he invested R. Ex. Comp. Dr. C. E. Morgan, Grand Principal Sojourner with his regalia of office. Mv visits of inspection were as follows: Kitchener   Chapter   No.   117 Enterprise   Chapter  No.  67 Guelph   Chapter   No.   40 Durham   Chapter   No.   221 Ionic   Chapter   No.   83 Waterloo Chapter No.  32 Prince   Edward   Chapter   No.   218   Nov. 14th Preston Chapter No. 245   Nov. 19th

       Halton   Chapter   No.   234   Nov. 20th

       I was received most cordially on all my visitations as the representative of the Most Excellent the Grand First Principal, Grand Honours were given, and in every Chapter the companionship that prevailed was an inspiration to those present.

       On September 17th, 1957, our District was honoured with the presence of the Grand First Principal, Most Excellent Comp. M. A. Searle and the Grand Scribe E, at the regular meeting of Durham Chapter, No. 221. An encouraging and inspiring address by the Grand First Principal was given to   the  Durham   Companions.

       A District Church Service was held Oct. 27th, 1957 at St. George's Anglican Church, Guelph. The Ven. S. A. Kirk, Archdeacon of Trafalgar delivered the sermon. There was a good attendance from various points of the   District.

       On November 28th, 1957, our District was again honoured with the presence of the Grand First Principal and the Grand Scribe E. at the regular meeting of Waterloo Chapter No. 32, Gait. Two 50 year jewels were presented. The address of the Grand First Principal climaxed the enjoyable social hour spent at the banquet table.

       On December 11th, 1957, an Especial Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada was called, for the purposing of Dedicating the  Chapter  Room   of   Kitchener  Chapter,   No.   117,   G.R.C.

       On January 24th, 1958, a District Reception for the Grand First Principal was held in Guelph Masonic Temple. The Grand First Principal and Grand Chapter Officers were welcomed by a capacity gathering of the companions from all the Chapters of the District. It was one of the most impressive Masonic gatherings in the history of Guelph Chapter No. 40, under whose auspices the Reception was held.

       Responding to the Toast to Grand Chapter the Grand First Principal said, "the splendid District meeting was encouraging and stimulating. If interest in Masonry is lost it would be unhealthy for the community for it enriches the lives of members through its concepts, precepts, and principles. Too many people were inclined to take for granted the privileges and blessings which God has vouchsafed to us, but the man who practiced Masonry in his regular life actively recognised his duty to his church, and declared a spirit of tolerance, interest and brotherhood is needed now. People should reach out for greater things; a nobler concept of human relationships and a realistic application of the Golden Rule."

       To those Companions who assisted me in my work in preparing for this Reception, my heartfelt thanks to you all.

       For some years it has been the findings of the Grand Superintendents that the District would benefit with the forming of a Principals' Association. I   have   therefore,   asked   Ex.   Comp.  Amos   Shoemaker  who   has   consented   to

      

       commence to lay the ground work in forming such an Association. The support of each Chapter in the District is requested.

       I had the pleasure of forming an installation Team composed of the Past Principals of Guelph Chapter No. 40, and at their request installed their officers on Jan. 10th, 1958, and the officers of Durham Chapter No. 221, on Jan. 21st, 1958 at Hanover Masonic Temple, and the officers of Preston Chapter No. 245, on Jan. 28th, 1958.

       In conclusion I would like to express my deep feeling of gratitude to all the Chapters in the District for their many kindnesses to me and their hearty co-operation which they have so graciously extended to me. I wish to say that the past year has been one of the brightest in my  Masonic life.

       To my successor, may he be accorded the same courtesies that were extended to me. I offer him my support.

       HAMILTON DISTRICT, No. 5 R. Ex. Comp. J. A. Atkinson May I express my sincere thanks and appreciation for the honour conferred on Keystone Chapter No. 224 and myself on being elected by the Past and Present Principals of Hamilton District No. 5 to the office of Grand Superintendent and to the Most Grand First Principal Maurice A. Searle in confirming my election.

       My first pleasant duty was to appoint Ex. Comp. W. H. Pace as District Secretary who has been a great help to me. To him I offer my sincere thanks. We paid several visits to all the Chapters in the District during the year. The following schedule of Official Visits was arranged and completed as follows: Sept. 17—Hamilton   No.   175,   Hamilton M.M.M. Degree Sept. 27—Hiram No. 2, Hamilton   M.M.M. Degree

       Oct. 7—Keystone No. 224, Hamilton M.E.M. Degree Oct. 8-White Oak No. 104, Oakville M.E.M. Degree Oct.   17—St.  Clair No.  75,  Milton   M.M.M. Degree

       Oct.   24-Caledonia No. 236, Caledonia    M.E.M.   Degree Nov. 12—St.  John's  No.  6,   Hamilton       H.R.A.    Degree Nov. 13—McKay No. 243, Stoney Creek    M.M.M. Degree Nov. 19—Ancaster   No.   155,   Ancaster       M.M.M. Degree Sunday, Oct. 20th, held District Church Service at Trinity Baptist Church with  Rev. Dr.  Priddle officiating,  assisted by Ex.  Comp. D. Falkner and  Rt. Ex. Comp. J. S. Drysdale.

       On my official visits I was received with dignity and respect befitting the representative of the Most Ex. The Grand First Principal. I found the Officers of the Chapters very capable in the Ritual.

       June 23, on behalf of Ancaster Chapter, I visited Ex. Comp. Alex Hendry and presented him with his 25 Year Pin as a Past Principal.

       One of the highlights was the Reception to the Grand First Principal, Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle which was under the auspices of the Principal Association and was held in the New Masonic Hall at Stoney Creek with McKay Chapter as Hosts.

       This was an outstanding event with a large attendance and every Chapter in the District was well represented to do honour to our Grand First Principal who gave us a very instructive and inspiring address.

       Most Ex. Comp Maurice A. Searle was also accompanied by several Grand Chapter Officers amongst whom was the Grand Rt. Ex. Comp. G. W. Emmett, Rt. Ex. Comp. R. J. Lewis and Rt. Ex. Comp. F. J. Johnson, Grand Scribe E.

       On behalf of McKay Chapter I had the pleasure of presenting 25 Year Pins to Ex Comp. Henry Blake Lobb, First Principal 1932, Ex. Comp Clarence J. C. Smith, First Principal 1933.

       During my term of Grand Superintendent I have stressed deeply on the matter of new members. I was hoping that District No. 5 would have shown better results, and I still hope that when all the returns are compiled that there will be an increase over last year.

       To me it has been a very pleasant year which I have appreciated. I have met many old friends and made many new ones.

      

       In conclusion ma\ I express my sincere thanks to all companions Eoi their  loyal support. It has been an outstanding year in m\   Masonic  life  which

       1   owe-   to    the   companions  of  Hamilton    District    No.  5.

       \1m>  I once again express my  sincere  thanks to all Grand Chapter Officers both Past and Present and particularly to Re. Ex. Comp F. J. Johnson, Grand Scribe  K.  for   their   help.

       1 o m\ successoi 1 wish and hope for him the same support I have received  Mn\  offer him an) assistance I can give for a pleasant and successful \car  of   office.

       HURON DISTRICT,  No. 6 R.   Ex.   Comp.  James   Wellington   Crich

       Ma\ 1 express m\ most sincere thanks and appreciation to the Principals, Past Principals and Companions of Huron District No. 6 for the great honour which  they conferred upon me in electing me to the high office of Grand Superintendent.

       On behalf of all the Companions of Huron District I wish to express grateful thanks to Most Excellent Companion Maurice A. Searle for his confirmation of m\ election as his personal representative in the Huron District.

       It was my good fortune and privilege to have Ex. Comp. John Brown Higgins accept the office of District Secretary. He served me faithfully and conscientiously. For his untiring efforts, advice and valuable assistance I am most  grateful  and  I  offer  him  my sincere  thanks and  appreciation.

       I had the honour and pleasure to visit Bernard Chapter No. 146, Listowel on May 10. 1957. The occasion was the presentation to V. Ex. Comp. John Wilson with his Grand Chapter Regalia, the presentation ceremony being performed by Rt. Ex. Comp. Dr. Fraser Hay.

       The presence of Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle and Rt. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson gave the occasion much added pleasure.

       At a regular Convocation of Malloch Chapter No. 66, Seaforth on May 21, 1937 I had the pleasure to present Rt. Ex. Comp. J. E. Keating with a 25 year past Principal jewel. I made two official visits in June. The first one was on June 10th at St. James Chapter No. 46, St. Mary's and the second at Havelock Chapter No. 65, Kincardine on June 19, 1957. The M.M.M. degree was conferred in a very impressive manner by the officers of St. James' Chapter. Havelock Chapter were in the unfortunate position of not having any candidates so this gave me a splendid opportunity to emphasize the necessity of putting on a plan to induce candidates to come forward for Capitular  Masonry.

       The Centennial year of Grand Chapter was another message which I endeavoured  to impress on  the companions of the chapters very forcibly.

       On Sept. 3rd I paid my  visit  to Bernard Chapter No. 146, Listowel, where the officers conferred the M.M.M. degree.

       Chantry Chapter No. 130, Southampton was visited on Oct. 1, 1957 where no degrees were conferred.

       Lucknow Chapter No. 147 at Lucknow was visited on Oct. 8, 1957 where I had the great honour to present Companion W. W. Hill with a 50 year long service jewel. The M.M.M. degree was very impressively conferred. Following the degree a banquet was held in honour of my visit in the banquet hall where toasts were proposed to the Queen and Grand Chapter, after which I gave an address on the need of Capitular Masonry as the world needs it today. Music was supplied   by  the Chapter orchestra.

       Lebanon Chapter No. 84, Wingham was visited on Oct. 15, 1957 when I presented Ex. Comp. \V. A. Campbell with a fifty year jewel. No degrees being conferred at this convocation, I endeavoured to impress on the Companions the effort needed by all the chapters and Companions to make the Centennial in  April a success also the necessity to secure new members.

       I was to have  visited   Elliott  Chapter No. 129 at Mitchell on Tuesday, Nov. 4 but I had to postpone this  visit  due to  illness  but was pleased to be able to pay my  visit  at their regular convocation held on Dec. 3, 1957, and was privileged to see the R. A. degree put on in a verv impressive manner.

      

    

  
    
       On Nov. 18, 1957 I paid my official visit to my home Chapter Malloch No. 66, Seaforth and the dignified and cordial manner in which I was received impressed me very deeply. I was fittingly introduced by Rt. Ex. Comp. Dalton A. Reid, a Past Grand Supt. of Huron District No. 6 and who had represented Malloch Chapter as such. I was very warmly welcomed by The First Principal Ex. Comp. E. Kyle. He and the officers conferred the M.M.M. degree in a manner beyond criticism. A great number of visiting companions were present representing  the  majority  of   the  chapters  in   the  district.

       I next visited Huron Chapter No. 30, Goderich where I was very fitting introduced by Rt. Ex. Comp. Wm. Roope in his usual impressive manner. The M.E.M. degree was conferred on five candidates and they must have been very much impressed by the efficient manner in which the degree was conferred. The Past Principles being word perfect and very impressive in manner. I was very pleased at the large attendance not only from Huron Chapter but from several visiting Chapters.

       My last visit was Tecumseh No. 24, Stratford where I was royally received in a manner that was very dignified being escorted by a Companion who piped me to the altar and the dais. I was very formally introduced by Rt. Ex. Comp. Adamson was also a Past Principal of Malloch No. 66 having been first District No. 6 in the year I was First Principal of Malloch Chapter. Rt. Ex. Comp. Adamson was also a Past Principal of Malloch No. 66 having been first initiated into Capitular Masonry at that Chapter. I was very much impressed with the manner in which the officers conferred the H.R.A. for my Inspection.

       At the regular Convocation of Malloch Chapter on Dec. 20 I had not only the honour but the privilege to present V. Ex. Comp. R. Neill Bissonette with a 25 year Past Z's bar. V. Ex. Comp. Bissonette was to have been presented with the Past Z's bar on my official visit to Tecumseh Chapter No. 24 at Stratford but felt that it would be more fitting to receive the Bar at Malloch Chapter where he, like Rt. Ex. Comp. Adamson, had first entered Capitular Masonry and where he also held the office of First Principal later officiating with Tecumseh Chapter. V. Ex. Comp. Bissonette was accompanied to Malloch by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. Adamson  for  the  presentation.

       On Oct. 25, 1957, Malloch Chapter held a ladies' night at the Little Inn at Bayfield where a very pleasant evening was enjoyed by all who were in attendance.

       It was my privilege to visit several different Chapters in the district for the installation of officers and was pleased in the efficient manner in which the ceremony was performed.

       A district divine service is planned for April 20, 1958 at the North Side United Church Seaforth where the pastor Rev. Hall will be assisted by Rev. Ex. Comp. A. Campbell and Rev. V. Ex. Comp. Norton.

       In summing up I feel Huron District had a very successful year but this was overshadowed by the great number of faithful Companions who were called to the Grand Chapter above. About 26 in all.

       In conclusion, I would like to say that this year has been a year of service to me, I have learned much about Royal Arch Masonry, and am convinced that it has a bright outlook in Huron district. There is a spirit of optimism and a feeling of fraternal friendship that augurs well for Capitular Masonry. Again expressing my thanks to all who contributed to making the past year a pleasant one for me, and to my successor, my best wishes and my whole hearted support.

       NIAGARA DISTRICT No. 7 Rt. Ex. Comp. Geo. Oldfield

       In presenting my report I wish to thank those who attended the Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter in Toronto, last April, and who honored Grimsby Chapter No. 69 and myself with their confidence and esteem. I also wish to express my appreciation to the Grand First Principal, Most Excellent Companion, Maurice A. Searle, for confirming my election to the office of Grand Superintendent of Niagara District No. 7.

       I was ably assisted in all my visits by Ex. Comp. H. V. Betzner, as my secretary, which proved to be a popular appointment throughout the district.

      

       I appreciate very highly his valuable help not only as secretary but in looking after  transportation   tor all  who wished   to accompany us on   the official    \isits. Our  \isits  to the various chapters in the District were made on the following dales.

       Oct. 8th-Hugh Murray, No. 184, Fort Eric Oct. 18th—Mount \el>o, No. 76. Niagara Falls Oct. 28th—Smithvillc No. 240, Smithville Nov. 1st —Niagara No. 55, Niagara-on-the-Lake Nov.  7th —king  Hiram.  No. 57,  Port  Colborne Nov. 18th—McCalhnn. No. 29, Dunnville Dec. 4th—Wilson No. 64, Welland Dec. 13th. Mount Moriah, No. 19, St. Catharines Feb. 3rd—Grimsby, No. 69, Grimsby I regret that  I was unable to be present on one of my inspection visits on account   of    illness    and   at   this   time   may   I   express   my   gratitude   to   Rt.   Ex. Companion J. Nickle Davis of Smithville Chapter, No. 240, who on very short notice performed this duty for me at Hugh Murray Chapter, No. 184, Fort Erie. I  was  very  pleased  with  the  attendance  and  interchange  of visits.  In  all chapters  but  one. degrees were conferred on  candidates.  I  find  that  the  Past Principals are assisting with the lectures and work which is very commendable as  this  helps  to  keep  their  interest  in   their chapters.  The officers  did   their work in a very creditable manner.

       There are still two chapters who are finding it very hard to obtain candidates. In regard to the committees formed in the chapters, I have stressed as essential to the welfare of the chapters and the results of the workings of these committees will be seen in the increased membership and attendance at chapter convocations. After all we get our members from the Blue Lodges and I feel that a little work on their part and visitations and attendance at their own lodge will result in many good members being found.

       On my official visits I have at all times been received in a manner conforming with the wishes of the Grand First Principal with accent on formality, yet underlying the formality there was at all times a feeling of companionship which was appreciated by myself.

       In conclusion may I offer my sincere thanks to the Officers and Companions of Niagara District No. 7 along with visiting companions of surrounding chapters. To my successor, may I extend my best wishes. I know Niagara District will accord him the same wonderful co-operation and kindness that have been extended to me during my term of office.

       TORONTO DISTRICT No. 8 Rt. Ex. Comp. H. A. F. Schytte

       Mav I first extend my sincere thanks to the Present and Past Principals of my own Chapter St. Alban's No. 217 G.R.C., for sponsoring me to the office of Grand Superintendent.

       To all Principals and Past Principals in District No. 8 who elected me to this High and Important Office, my sincere thanks, also to the Grand First Principal Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle for confirming my election.

       I had great pleasure in appointing Ex. Comp. James Turnbull as Secretary. He was a source of help and assistance to me at all Inspections — going over the records of each Chapter.

       In accordance with the instruction of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, a meeting of the Principal Officers of the various Chapters in the District was held. The affairs relating to Capitular Masonry and the dates for Official Visits were arranged at this time.

       On all Official Visits we were received in a courteous manner and a welcome extended befitting the Office. The degree work was conducted according to instructions as laid down by Grand Chapter. The records of the various Chapters were kept in excellent condition. All Candidates were of a calibre that will be a credit to their Chapter.

       Through circumstances beyond my control I was unable to inspect Victoria Chapter and University Chapter; however, R. Ex. Comp. Cecil Martin inspected

      

       these two Chapters on my behalf, and the reports were most gratifying. I have since visited these two Chapters.

       We enjoyed the social hour at the banquet table and had the pleasure of meeting all the companions. When called on for some remarks, I directed these mostly to the Candidates. Explaining the degree they had just received; The furnishing in the Chapter Room and what it stands for, the moral lesson to us and the hidden meaning in the lectures. A few Chapters have adopted this method to create more interest by having time set aside for explanations and I might add with excellent results.

       RECOMMENDATIONS:-

       (1)  I would like to suggest that the attendance committees exercise their influence a little more on the Companions, in order to get them out. I was sorry to see that some Chapters did not have the attendance in accordance with their membership. I would suggest a survey be taken to ascertain the reason.

       (2)  That Chapters be opened promptly. The business of the Chapter discussed in the Executive Committee, and the reports be dealt with in open Chapter in a prompt and efficient manner; Thus having more time for the reception of visitors and the conferring of degrees.

       (3)  In many Chapters they have a Supt. of Work; This I believe is good. Rehearsals in the degree work, and showing the officers the correct way of interpreting the Ritual laid down by the Grand Chapter. Further serious study of the By-Laws of the Chapter and the Constitution of Grand Chapter, should make for an efficient and harmonious Chapter.

       (4)  The Banquet hour should be planned before the meeting. If possible a speaker or entertainment should be provided, and arrange the programme that the banquet be concluded at a reasonable hour.

       SCHOOLS OF INSTRUCTION - were arranged as follows: -

       February 3rd, 1958-St. Andrews & St. John No. 4 M.M.M. degree February 14th, 1958-St. Alban's No. 217 H.R.A. degree March 17th, 1958-Beaches No. 163 M.E.M. degree.

       CHURCH SERVICE:—One of the outstanding highlights of this year was the culmination of the combined Church Service of the two Toronto Districts, held in The Cathedral Church of St. James, Toronto, on March 9th, 1958.

       The Grand First Principal, Maurice A. Searle, together with his Council, were very proud indeed to head a column of 280 Royal Arch Masons who with their ladies totalled 576.

       The Very Reverend C. E. Riley, Dean of Toronto, assisted by the Grand First Principal, conducted the Service; The Dean extended a most hearty welcome to the delegation and voiced the suggestion that this be an annual event.

       MEMBERSHIP:— The Statistical Report indicates, that through Deaths, Demits and Suspensions, we have lost more members than we gained by Exaltations. Suspensions and demits should be thoroughly investigated before any action is taken by the Chapter and I believe, if this method is put into practice, these two items will show considerable improvement.

       25 Year Jewel: —

       It was my great pleasure to present Ex. Comp. Wm. Cassie with a 25 Year Past Principal Jewel in Succoth Chapter No. 135, Uxbridge.

       On my Official Inspection of Orient Chapter No. 79 G.R.C., I presented R. Ex. Comp. Geo. Jones with his 25 Year Past Principal Jewel. This indeed was an honour as R. Ex. Comp. G. Jones was Grand Superintendent in 1937, when I was First Principal of St. Alban's Chapter No. 217.

       VISITATIONS:- May 11th, attended Beaver Chapter No. 225 G.R.C., Annual Ladies' Night accompanied by Mrs. Schytte.

       May 14th, accompanied the Grand First Principal, M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle to a meeting held by Shekinah Chapter No. 138 G.R.C., when the H.R.A. degree was exemplified by a team from Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Preceptory.

      

       Ma) 23rd, I accepted ail  invitation  to be present at King Solomon Chapter No. 8 G.R.C.. when V. K\. Comp. A. Otis was presented with his Grand Chapter Regalia.

       Ma) 29th, I arranged for a Grand Chapter Night at St. Alban's Chapter No. L'17 G.R.C., when we were honoured  with  the presence of the Grand First Principal M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle who presided.

       June 4th, an especial Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada was held in Stonffville, for the purpose of Consecration and Dedication of 1 Mian Chapter No. 258 G.R.C.; The Grand First Principal with his Council and many Present and Past Grand Chapter Officers, also Ruling and Past Principals of various Chapters together with their Companions were in attendance.

       June 21st, I he Annual Golf Tournament of the Principals' Association took place at Highland Golf and Country Club. A splendid outing was enjoyed by all.

       Sept. 21st, I accepted an invitation to attend The St. Patrick Chapter No. 145 G.R.C., when they honoured M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle with an Honorary   Membership.

       Oct. 9th, It was a pleasure to accept an invitation from St. Paul's Chapter No. 65 G.R.C., for their Grand Chapter Night. The Grand First Principal was present together with many Present and Past Grand Chapter Officers, at this meeting the) presented Honorary M. Ex. Comp. M. S. Gooderham with the Regalia of his Office.

       Oct. 11th. It was a privilege to attend Occident Chapter No. 77 G.R.C., for the Reception honouring R. Ex. Comp. Charles Emmett, Grand Third Principal; At this meeting V. Ex. Comp. S. Bustard was presented with his Grand Chapter Regalia.

       Oct. 15th, Rt. Ex. Comp. G. Sheard and myself had the opportunity of addressing the Principals' Association on the condition of Capitular Masonry in the two Toronto Districts.

       Oct. 28th, Attended the Reception for R. Ex. Comp. George Sheard held In his own Chapter,  lister  Chapter No. 219 G.R.C.

       Oct. 29th, I accompanied the Grand First Principal to Port Hope for the purpose of Dedicating the Chapter Room of Victoria Chapter No. 37 G.R.C.

       Oct. 31st, King Solomon Chapter No. 8 G.R.C; Celebrated their One hundredth Anniversary; It was my pleasure to be present on this memorable occasion.

       Nov. 12th. I attended a meeting of the Canadian Masonic Research Association, when M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Harris and M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Conover presented papers on the Ancient History of Capitular Masonry in Canada.

       Dec. 11th, I accompanied the Grand First Principal to Kitchener for the purpose of Dedicating the Chapter Room of Kitchener Chapter No. 219 G.R.C.

       Dec. 27th. My own Chapter St. Alban's No. 217, held a Reception for me. The Grand First Principal, M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle honoured me with his presence and accompanying him were many Present and Past Grand Chapter Officers. M. Ex. Comp. J. L. House on behalf of the Chapter presented me with an Honorary Membership in St. Alban's Chapter. This was a great honour conferred on me by my Companions. I can only say Thank You and God Bless You. I will always strive to live up to this great honour and wish for St. Alban's Chapter continued success.

       I had the pleasure of attending most of the Installations in the District. To the New Officers I offer my sincere congratulations on the honour conferred upon you. The responsibilities you have assumed are many and on your integrity rests in a great measure the success of the Chapter.

       In attending the meetings of the Royal Arch Welfare Committee and learning of the extensive work put forth by the Companions of the two Toronto Districts, I offer my sincere congratulations.

       A few years ago, the Ruling Principals formed a Committee, calling themselves "The Ruling Principals of District No. 8". They hold several meetings through the year, together with the Gr. Supt; At these meetings various problems are discussed. At the same time, they become better acquainted not only with  the Gr. Supt.,  but, also with each other. It helps  the Gr. Supt., on his

      

       visits as he already knows the Council and they in turn know him. This is very important as it tends to take the tension away from his Official Visit. If more of these District Clubs were formed, it would greatly help to increase the feeling of good fellowship and understanding.

       I would, before concluding my report again thank all Companions for your friendship, kind understanding and generous support during my tenure of office. It has been a great honour to serve M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle as his representative. Sincere thanks to R. Ex. Comp. Fred Johnson, Grand Scribe E and to R. Ex. Comp. Reg. Lewis, Grand Lecturer for their wise council.

       I wish for my successor the same kind consideration extended to me and offer my assistance in any way possible to carry out the duties of his office.

       TORONTO WEST DISTRICT No. 8A Rt. Ex. Comp. George R. Sheard

       On April 24th, 1957, the Companions of District 8A elected me to the Office of Grand Superintendent for the following term. My election was subsequently confirmed by Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Most Ex. Comp. Searle for confirming my election and the Companions of the District for the honour which they have conferred upon me and the confidence which they placed therein. I have enjoyed serving the district, as representative of the Grand First Principal, to the fullest. This fact was established by my relationship during the year with Most Ex. Comp. Searle who was always available with friendly advice the wisdom of Solomon and an inspiration at all times, Rt. Ex. Comp. Eldridge K. Hogaboom, my predecessor proved to be a tower of strength and was willing to assist me whenever I called upon him. Rt. Ex. Comp. Fred Schytte, Grand Superintendent of District 8 with whom I enjoyed complete co-operation and the best of fraternal bliss. The Grand Chapter Officers with whom I associated during the year and the members of District 8A have all contributed to the pleasure I have, and the pride I take in presenting this report of the conditions in District 8A.

       My first act in the district was to appoint Ex. Comp. James Bremner as my secretary whom I know had served his chapter well over a period of years and would devote his time and ability to the new position. To Ex. Comp. Bremner I convey my thanks for his co-operation, untiring efforts and devotion to duty.

       I wish to thank the Grand Scribe E who so generously gave his valuable time to assist and guide me during my term of Office as Grand Superintendent through many of the problems which arise during the year.

       I called a meeting of the Principals and Past Principals of the district on Tue., May 21st, 1957 at the College St. Temple. The dates of the official inspections and schools of instruction were established. We also discussed the businesss of the district with respect to what was expected by Grand Chapter regarding the work.

       Dates of official visits were as follows:

       Sept. 10—Shekinah Chapter, West Toronto Temple No.  138

       Oct.    1-Mount Sinai, College St. Temple No. 212

       Oct.    2-Oakwood, Eglinton Temple No. 233

       Oct. 10-The St. Clair, College Temple No. 231

       Oct. 16-Lebanon, Lambton Mills No. 220

       Oct. 18-Humber, Weston Temple No. 246

       Oct. 21—Toronto Antiquity, College Temple No. 91

       Oct. 22-Port Credit, Port Credit No. 230

       Nov.    5—Peel Chapter, Brampton, Ont. No. 195

       Nov.    6—Mimico, Mimico Temple No. 215

       Nov.    8—Occident, College St. Temple No. 77

       Nov. 20—King Cyrus, Eglinton Ave. Temple No. 232

       Nov. 28-Ulster, College St. Temple No. 219 Schools of Instruction were as follows:

       M.M.M. Degree at Mount Sinai on Feb. 4th 1958 M.E.M. Degree at King Cyrus on Mar. 19th, 1958 H.R.A. Degree at Ulster on Mar. 27th, 1958

      

       On Ma\ 2:> Ulster Chapter held a reception in honour of V. Ex. Comp. David Mac  l.achlan.  who is a member from the earliest class of candidates in the chapter. He is a very active member of the chapter and well deserving of his appointment of Grand Organist.

       On Ma\ 50th I attended a meeting of the Royal Arch Welfare Committee and wonld like to commmend the committee on the good work they are doing in  their  field of endeavour.

       June 4th I attended the consecration and dedication of Tyrian Chapter No. 258 at  Stouffville  and District No. 8. This affair was well attended by (.rand  Chapter Officers as well as Principals and Companions from both Toronto  Districts.

       June 21st the  Principals'  Association held their Annual Golf Tournament at Aurora at  which  I met many of the Grand Chapter officers as well as Principals of the two  districts.

       Oct. 9th St. Paul's Chapter No. 65 held a reception for Most Ex. Comp. Melville Goodcrham at which I was one of the many present for this great occasion.

       Oct. Ilth Occident Chapter honoured our Grand Third Principal Charles W. Emmett with a reception. The arrangements for this affair were in the capable hands of Rt. Ex. Comp. Hogaboom. who put an immense amount of work into his task. The result of which was very gratifying no doubt by reason of the large attendance and success of the evening.

       Oct. 28th  lister  Chapter held a reception in my honour for which I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the chapter, the companions of Ulster Chapter and all the visitors who were able to be present.

       Oct. 29th. I motored to Port Hope. On this date the temple was dedicated bv the Grand First Principal accompanied by the Grand Second, and Third Principals as well as many other Grand Chapter officers. It was during the banquet time that the Grand First Principal gave one of his very inspiring lectures on the membership of the Royal Craft and our Responsibilities to the Craft.

       Oct. 31st I was present to see King Solomon's Chapter celebrate their 100th anniversary.

       Nov. 9th Mrs. Sheard accompanied me to Beth Tzedec Synagogue for the honour of attending a Ladies' Night, which was held by Mount Sinai Chapter. The evening proved to be a most enjoyable one.

       Dec. 11th I witnessed the dedication of the Chapter Room of Kitchener Chapter No. 117 in Kitchener, Ont., along with numerous other members of Grand Chapter.

       Jan. 24th, 1958 I found myself once again in the Chapter room of Guelph Chapter which I have visited on so many previous-occasions. On this date they were the host of Wellington District No. 4 for the purpose of receiving Most Ex. Comp. M. A. Searle. Guelph Chapter is a very active and friendly chapter and have exchanged visits with some of our Chapters on previous occasions.

       There have been many other occasions on which I have carried the fraternal greetings of our district to sister districts and chapters but I would like to turn your attention to our own district. I was well received by the chapters on my official  visit  in every instance. The degree work which was worked throughout the district was of an excellent quality and the chapters have a right to feel proud of their work and should strive to maintain this position. While the present officers deserve much credit for the manner in which their chapter does its work it is also true that those who have passed through the office of Grand Superintendent before me and the Past Principals of the district cannot be praised too highly for the interest and effort that they have put into Royal Arch Masonry; otherwise the District would not have been able to reach the fine condition that it is in. The finances of the individual chapters seem to be quite healthv.

       During the year I continually stressed the need for membership and the importance of our Grand Chapter Centennial. In respect to membership I am happy to report that there have been 140 initiations, restorations and affiliations. Deaths and suspensions or withdrawals offset the increase by 99 leaving a net gain of 41.

      

       One of the highlights of the year was when I received a petition for dis-pensatioa to form a new Chapter to be known as Centennial Chapter. It was my pleasant duty in February of this year to institute the Chapter and on March 24th I was present for the purpose of inspecting the work in the M.M.M. degree.

       Late in January I held a meeting of the Principals of tke District for an informal discussion of any problems which they might have had. At this meeting I stressed the importance of the members of the various chapters visiting other chapters with a view to helping each other. As a result of this the principals of the district plan to work the H.R.A. degree at Centennial Chapter in May.

       Finally, I would like to thank the officers of Grand Chapter and the Principals of the district both past and present for their support and for the opportunity of serving them in the capacity of Superintendent as well as for the many kind considerations which they have extended to me. I would also like to pledge my support and give my best wishes to my successors.

       GEORGIAN DISTRICT No. 9 Rt. Ex. Comp. J. R. Parrott

       My first thoughts in presenting the Grand Superintendent's report of Georgian District No. 9, in this Centennial Year 1957-1958 is to express my sincere thanks to the Past Principals of the District for supporting my election and particularly to the Past Principals and Companions of Kichikewana Chapter; to the Grand First Principal, Most Ex. Comp. Maurice M. Searle for the confirmation of my election I feel a deep sense of gratitude, also to other Grand officers from whom I received instruction and inspiration.

       An early sign of co-operation in the work of the District was the acceptance of the appointment of Ex. Comp. Karl Morrison to act as District Secretary, and that of Rev. Comp. Leonard Self to act as District Chaplain. Both appointees were extremely faithful in their duties and accompanied me on all official visits. To them and the many Companions who accompanied the official party, and especially those who assisted in the speaking at the banquet period, and also to those who provided transportation, I feel very grateful for all they have done.

       My home Chapter Kichikewana at the regular convocation following Grand Chapter received me with a display of cordiality and enthusiasm which carried many expressions of good wishes and congratulations. It was made more impressive by the visitation of several Past Grand Chapter Officers from nearby Chapters. My first official duty at this Convocation was to present Ex. Comp. George Ross with his 25 year Past Principal's Jewel.

       Manitou Chapter, Collingwood, was the host Chapter for the gathering of the district representatives in May. At this Convocation some general instructions were given to the officers of the Chapters and some literature distributed. An agenda for the official visitations was agreed upon, which was later printed and distributed. It was also agreed that an invitation be sent to M. Ex. Comp. Maurice M. Searle, Grand First Principal to visit the district in October.

       On Monday, October 21st a banquet was served at the United Church Hall, Midland, to about 90 Companions of the District, who had gathered to do honour to our Grand First Principal, and were in turn treated by our honoured guest to an exceptionally fluent and inspiring address on Royal Arch Masonry. The meeting was further honoured by the attendance of Rt. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson, Grand Scribe "E", and Rt. Ex. Comp. Reginald J. Lewis, Grand Lecturer, by Rt. Ex. Comp. John McGuire who had previously received his 50 year Jewel, and also by Comp. W. R. Benson of Penetanguishene, one of the two surviving charter members of Kichikewana Chapter.

       The official visits were as follows: —

       1957   CHAPTER   LOCATION   1958   CHAPTER   LOCATION

       Oct.    8, Signet, No. 34,   Barrie.   Jan. 21, Amabel, No. 131,        Wiarton.

       Oct. 11, Couchiching, No. 198, Orillia.   Feb. 10, Kichikewana, No. 167 Midland.

       Nov. 19, Georgian, No. 56, Owen Sound.   Feb. 12, Manitou, No. 27, Collingwood.

      

       \t all of these  visits  I was given a cordial and  enthusiastic  reception, at the same time it was dignified and according to ancient custom. The ceremonial work performed by the officers, and also hv some Past First Principals, and, occasionally l>\ companions was commendable. The officers in all cases were familiar with  the  ritual   and  followed closely   the prescribed procedures.

       It is absurd to even  intimate  that in Georgian District the practice of R. A. Masonry has reached  perfection.  A Grand Chapter Officer having seen the operations of several chapters, and being in a position to compare them, should have some constructive suggestions to offer.

       To this end. I suggest the following: That Past Grand Chapter Officers and Past First Principals in the Chapters, who are skilled in business procedures instruct and assist the  ruling  First Principals in carrying out the routine affairs of the Chapter. A general streamlining of the business of the Chapter Avould allow more time for the ritualistic work and an earlier hour for refeshments.

       All of the Chapters have good regalia and paraphernalia, but in most cases it is loosely guarded and inadequately insured. Attention has been drawn to this matter in all the Chapters and the 3rd principals instructed to see that inventories are prepared and safely kept on file.

       The Scribes "E" of the Chapters are all skilled, conscientious and hard working. Generally, too much work is left in the hands of the Scribes. The ruling  First Principals should give their Scribes "E" more assistance with the summons, and detail committees to assist with routine matters such as calling on Companions in arrears, etc.

       Since the musical part of the ritual in some Chapters is difficult to carry out properly it would be helpful if Grand Chapter would make available to the Chapters, on records or on tape, suitable music for the degrees.

       In this honourable and responsible position of Grand Superintendent the itrong pulse of Grand Chapter activities was keenly felt, and for all Grand Chapter Officers I carry a very high regard. To the former Grand Superintendents who have left a valuable heritage of service and example, I offer my thanks and kind regards. To those of the future on whose responsibility will rest the continued progress of our great Fraternity I offer my best wishes, and continued  support.

       ONTARIO DISTRICT No. 10 R. Ex. Comp. L. A. Gilkinson In presenting my report on the condition of Capitular Masonry in District No. 10, may I first express my thanks to the Past and Present Principals for the honour conferred upon me and Midland Chapter No. 94 Lindsay for allowing me to serve as the Grand Superintendent. I would like to convey my thanks to Most Excellent Companion Maurice A. Searle for confirming my election.

       Mv first pleasant duty was to appoint Ex. Comp. Geo. McCombe as my secretary. To him I wish to extend my sincere thanks for his loyal assistance and ready co-operation throughout the year. His attendance at all visits with me. with the exception of one due to an injury while at his work, and his willingness to help in every respect, lightened my duties.

       It was unfortunate that my plans to hold a Chapter of Instruction did not materialize, but, as a substitute, I have been present for the conferring of degrees at each Chapter, and at some I have seen all three degrees conferred. After the degree I instructed them in those points which Grand Chapter had asked to be brought to the attention of the constituent Chapters. By following this procedure I found out things that would not have been disclosed in a Chapter of Instruction.

       Soon after my appointment I called on each Chapter in order to personally thank  them  for their support  in  my election and  to arrange for their Official visit.  The following schedule was arranged and completed: June 4th—Pentalpha, No. 28, Oshawa Sept.  16th—Ionic,   No.   168,   Campbellford Sept. 18th—King Darius. No. 134, Cannington Oct.    9th-Warkworth. No. 110, Warkworth Oct. 1 lth—Victoria, No. 37, Port Hope

      

       Oct. 17th-Midland, No. 94, Lindsay

       Oct. 21st—Palestine, No. 249, Bowmanville

       Oct. 22nd-St. John's, No. 48, Cobourg

       Nov.    1st—Excelsior, No. 45, Colborne

       Nov. 11th—Keystone, No. 35, Whitby

       Nov. 22nd—Corinthian, No. 36, Peterborough

       On every occasion I was received most cordially as the representative of the Most Excellent, The Grand First Principal. The "Work." was most impressively demonstrated. I would not attempt to praise any individual Chapter as I believe that each and every Chapter in this District, in its own particular way, is playing its part in upholding the dignity and decorum of our order.

       On June 21st, I was invited, along with my Secretary, to attend the Annual Picnic of Corinthian Chapter No. 36, Peterborough, which was held at Youngs Point. There were approximately 95 members present comprised of members of the Craft Lodges as well as those of the Chapters. It was quite evident that each and every one enjoyed the several games of skill and chance, also the lovely repast at the nearby Inn.

       One of the highlights during my term of office was at Peterborough, Sept. 27th, when a District reception was tendered Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle, Grand First Principal, Rt. Ex. Comp. Bruce Smith, Grand H., and Rt. Ex. Comp. Chas. Emmett, Grand J. They were accompanied by Rt. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson, Grand Scribe E., and Rt. Ex. Comp. Reg. A. Lewis, Grand Lecturer.

       Corinthian Chapter No. 36, Peterborough, acted as host to the distinguished visitors. Each Chapter in the District was well represented. At the banquet, prior to the Chapter meeting, the Grand First Principal gave a very inspiring address which was well received by all.

       Following the banquet, Chapter was opened and the Grand Z. and his Grand Council, along with other notables of Grand Chapter, were officially received with great dignity and solemnity by Ex. Comp. B. H. Pammett, First Principal, Corinthian Chapter. Most Ex. Comp. Searle then presented a 50 year Jewel to Ex. Comp. A. M. Fulton, of Midland Chapter No. 94, Lindsay.

       The M.M.M. degree was then conferred on seven candidates under the capable direction of Ex. Comp. W. E. Bannon, Third Principal, Corinthian Chapter. After the completion of the degree, Rt. Ex. Comp. Reg. A. Lewis gave a very informative talk on the M.M.M. degree.

       Another of the high lights during my term was the Dedication at Victoria Chapter No. 37, Port Hope on Oct. 29th. Those attending were Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle, Grand Z, Rt. Ex. Comp. Bruce Smith, Grand H., Rt. Ex. Comp. Chas Emmett, Grand J., Rt. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson, Grand Scribe £., supported by a very large group of Past and Present Grand Chapter Officers.

       At the sumptuous banquet which followed the ceremony, the usual toasts were proposed and responded to. Most Ex. Comp. Searle, in replying to the toast to the Grand Chapter, gave a very interesting and forceful talk on Capitular Masonry, its purpose and aims, which was not only well received but will long be remembered by those who were fortunate to be present. The Grand First Principal also congratulated those Masonic brethren who had given so liberally of their time and energy to make Port Hope Temple the magnificent structure it now is.

       On a fraternal visit to Keystone Chapter No. 35, Whitby, on Jan. 13th, it was my privilege and pleasure to present Ex. Comp. W. N. Pringle with a 50 year Jewel on behalf of the Grand First Principal. As Ex. Comp. Pringle was unable to attend Chapter, due to his advanced age, the presentation was made at his home. He was most appreciative of this gesture on our part.

       With regard to membership, we again show a small net gain. While I feel the District as a whole is to be congratulated, it is unfortunate that some Chapters have lost or retain the same membership. During my visits I have stressed the importance of new membership, that we should make a concerted effort to induce our brethren of the Craft Lodge to come into the Royal Arch Fold, and explain to all M.M. that they have not completed the M.M. degree until they have received the H.R.A. The new First Principals have been urged

      

       to appoint onl\ members to the membership committee who are workers and who will organize membership drives in their respective Chapters.

       In conclusion, ma\ I once again express my thanks to all the Grand Chapter Officers, Past and Present, and particularly to Rt. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson. Grand  Scribe  K.. lor  their  wonderful assistance dining my term of office.

       1 would like to pa\  special   tribute  to those unsung heroes of the Constituent Chapters — the Scribes E. — who give so much of their time and patience, and for the innumerable ways they serve their Companions, and also for the invaluable assistance they render their First Principals. I am convinced that without their efforts and loyalty to duty no Chapter could operate very successfully.

       My year has been an interesting one. I have learned much more about Renal Arch Masonry. The many pleasant duties which fell to my lot will leave memories indelibly imprinted on my mind, which I shall cherish in years to come.

       To my successor I extend good wishes and support. May he be accorded the same courtesies that were extended to me. May he have the same measure of co-operation and that thereby, this District may continue its progress for [he good of Capitular Masonry in this Jurisdiction.

       PRINCE EDWARD DISTRICT No. 11 R. Ex. Comp. Charles A. Batt It is an honour and certainly a privilege to present my report of the condition of Capitular Masonry in Prince Edward District No. 11.

       I wish to thank the Companions of the district for the honour conferred both on Quinte Friendship Chapter and myself by electing me as their representative of the Grand First Principal, and Most Excellent Companion Searle for confirming the election.

       It proved to be my very good fortune to have Ex. Comp. Robert D. Adams consent to act as District Secretary. He accompanied me on all my official visits; took upon himself many of the finer details of the office and was constantly a source of encouragement and inspiration to me.

       The whole-hearted support of the District Principals' Association, which was evident throughout my whole term of office, first became apparent when they invited me to hold a School of Instruction in conjunction with the regular meeting of the Association on May 31st, 1957. All the suggestions of Grand Chapter were received with enthusiasm by the Principals and it became apparent throughout the year that they were acted upon and carried out by the chapters without exception.

       The following schedule of Official Visits was arranged and completed:— Madoc, No. 161, Madoc, June 24th Presqu'ile No. 144, Brighton, Sept. 17th Keystone, No. 72, Sterling, Sept. 26th St. Marks, No. 26, Trenton, Oct. 15th Prince Edward, No. 31, Picton, Oct. 21 Moira, No. 7, Belleville, Nov. 5th Mount Sinai, No. 44, Napanee, Nov. 20 Quinte Friendship, No. 227, Belleville, Dec. 9 Divine Service, Holloway St. United Church Sunday, Sept. 22nd, at 11.00 a.m. Eventually all  visits were  made as planned,  and  at every chapter I  was received   with   dignity   and   respect   as   the   representative   of   the   Grand   First Principal. Each chapter conferred a degree and, without exception, with such excellence as to be a credit to the officers. I was particularly impressed by the uniformity of the work in all the chapters of the district.

       It was gratifying to find that the books of the Scribes E., and Treasurers were well kept up to date and in only one instance I found that the Book of Marks had been let lapse a few years ago but this is being brought up to date as speedily as possible.

       At my official visit to Mount Sinai Chapter No. 44 in Napanee, I was honoured to invest Ver. Ex. Companion E. Zeran, on behalf of the Grand First

      

       Principal, with the regalia of his office as Grand Master of the Second Veil.

       Besides the official visits of the above schedule, it was my pleasure to accompany, on June 4th, Rt. Ex. Comp. Bruce Smith, (Grand H.), Rt. Ex. Comp. Roy Anderson, and Ex. Comp. R. D. Adams, to Stouffville, where Grand Chapter Officers dedicated and consecrated Tyrian Chapter and Chapter room.

       On June 15th I was invited by Rt. Ex. Comp. Roy Katz, Grand Supt. of London District No. 2, to accompany Quinte Friendship Chapter when, with other Companions of the district, they visited St. George's Chapter No. 5 in London to confer the R. A. Degree.

       A District Divine Service was held in Belleville at Holloway Street United Church, on Sunday, Sept. 22nd. The chapters were well represented and such a service is heartily recommended to all chapters as an added encouragement and a stimulant to the companions.

       It was indeed a pleasure to be with Madoc Chapter No. 161, when they celebrated their fiftieth anniversary by receiving the Most Ex. Comp. Maurice Searle, Grand First Principal, Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Canada. The Grand Z. was accompanied by the Grand H., Rt. Ex. Comp. Bruce Smith; The Grand Scribe E., Rt. Ex. Comp. Fred Johnson; and several other present and past Grand Chapter Officers.

       One of the highlights of the Masonic year for our district, was the reception and dinner on November 29th, in honour of Rt. Ex. Comp. Bruce Smith, Grand H., Most Ex. Comp. Maurice Searle, Grand Z., several Past Grand Z's, and many past and present Grand Chapter Officers attended the reception and dinner, along with almost 200 companions and a goodly number of craft brethren.

       Rt. Ex. Comp. Smith, who was exalted in, and is a Past President of Quinte Friendship Chapter No. 227, has long been a source of inspiration to the companions and we are humbly grateful for the honour he has brought to Prince Edward District because of his efforts.

       It was my privilege to hear a particularly instructive and thought provoking address by Rt. Ex. Comp. Reg. Lewis, Grand Lecturer, in Belleville on January 7th. Rt. Ex. Comp. Lewis was the Guest Speaker at a banquet following the joint installation of Moira and Quinte Friendship chapters.

       During the year there has been a number of our companions pass to the Grand Chapter above, to receive "the reward promised by the G. G. O. T. U., to all His faithful craftsmen". We regard the memory of them with respect and love.

       It is only natural that we would have our own little problems in the district, but I am forcibly impressed by the direct approach the chapters and the companions take towards these difficulties. By this well-balanced attitude most of the chapter problems are overcome; with a resulting high morale in the district.

       I am sure that, as the chapters adjust themselves to the fast-changing times, the District is in for a period of new awakening and further growth. I am sure, too, that, with me, all the Companions of Prince Edward District No. 11 are humbly grateful to the G. G. O. T. U. that we have the privilege of being a part of this Great Institution.

       As this one hundred year period of Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons in Canada draws to a close, we regard with appreciation the lessons taught by all those that were before us and pray for the same spirit of devotion in all those who are to come.

       May the blessing of the Great Jehovah be forever with us.

       ST. LAWRENCE DISTRICT No. 12 R. Ex. Comp. R. M. Armstrong

       I have the honour and pleasure to submit my report on the condition of Capitular Masonary in this district for the past year.

       I would like to thank the Companions of St. Lawrence District, for the honour conferred on me in selecting me as their Grand Superintendent, and to Most Excellent Companion, Maurice A. Searle, for his confirmation of the -same.

       My first duty was to appoint as my Secretary, Excellent Companion George

      

       K. McCutcheon, the duties of  which  office he has  carried  out in a most gratifying manner and to him, I am greatly indebted.

       I would also like to thank Excellent Companion, Frank Lagden. who accompanied me on all  visits  and for  his  good advice and wise counsel, I am deepl) grateful.

       A Chapter of  Instruction  for the Principals and Companions of the district was held in the Masonic Temple, Brockville, on June. 14, 1957. at which the majority  of the Chapters were represented.

       The annual Church Service, of the District, was held at Prescott, on Sunday, October 13th, 1957. when all Chapters with the exception of two were represented.

       On the occasion of my \  isits  of Inspection to the Chapters in the District, 1 was  received  cordially, with appropriate respect as the representative of the Grand Z.

       These  visits  were made on the following dates:

       Oct. 7th. 1957—Sussex-St. Lawrence Chapter No. 59, Brockville

       Oct. 10th. 1957—Maitland Chapter 68, Kemptville

       Oct. 22nd, 1957—Leeds Chapter No. 132, Gananoque

       Nov. 15th, 1957—Ancient Frontenac & Cataraqui No. 1, Kingston

       Nov. 18th, 1957—St. John's Chapter No. 112, Morrisburg

       Nov. 20th, 1957—Covenant Chapter No. 113, Cornwall

       Dec. 10th, 1957—Grenville Chapter No. 22, Prescott

       On each occasion with exception of two, a degree was conferred in a very dignified and capable manner.

       On all these visits I have stressed the importance of an energetic membership committee and an increase in membership.

       I am of the opinion that these talks are bearing fruit and I have every confidence that an increase in membership in St. Lawrence District, will be forthcoming during the next year.

       The highlight of the year was the dedication of the Masonic Temple at Cornwall, and the consecrating of the Chapter Room by the Grand First Principal. Most Excellent Companion, Maurice A. Searle, assisted by Right Excellent Companion. Bruce H. Smith. Grand H., Right Excellent Companion, Fred J. Johnson, Grand Scribe E., Right Excellent Companion, Reginald A. Lewis, Grand Lecturer.

       This was a very impressive ceremony and was much appreciated by the Companions in attendance.

       On October 5, 1957, "International Night" was held in Cornwall, when I had the pleasure of introducing our Grand Council, The Grand First Principal of the Grand Chapter of Quebec, and the Grand, High Priest of the Grand Chapter of the State of New York. A most delightful and interesting evening was enjoyed by the large number present.

       In January, I had the pleasure of installing the officers in Grenville Chapter, St. John's Chapter and Covenant Chapter.

       In conclusion, Capitular Masonary in St. Lawrence District, is indeed active and I would be remiss in my duties if I did not voice a vote of thanks to the Scribes of the different Chapters who are doing excellent work, and I hope that they will continue their duties with the same energy and interest as they have done in the past.

       OTTAWA DISTRICT No. 13 R. Ex. Comp. R. F. Fraser

       May I first express my deep appreciation for the honour conferred on me in being elected Grand Superintendent of Ottawa District No. 13.

       It was my good fortune to have as my Secretary, Excellent Companion H. \\ . Mayhew — a Companion well skilled in both Craft and Capitular Masonry, and whose assistance was invaluable to me.

       On all my official, (and unofficial) visits, I was received with dignity and a spirit of warm and gracious hospitality, so befitting the representative of the Grand First Principal.

      

       Official Visits Kitchener, No. 210-Russell, Sept. 6th Carleton, No. 16—Ottawa, Sept. 18th Laurentian, No. 151—Pembroke, Sept. 19th Glengarry, No.  143—Maxville, Sept. 27 th S.t John's, No. 148-Vankleek Hill, Oct. 4th Granite, No. 61—Almonte, Oct. 19th Prince of Wales, No. 226-Perth, Oct. 17th Dochert, No. 248—Arnprior, Nov. 4th Maple, No. 116-Carleton Place, Nov. 6th Ottawa, No. 222-Ottawa, Nov. 28th Bonnechere, No. 114—Renfrew, Nov. 18th St. Francis, No. 133-Smiths Falls, Nov. 22nd In every Chapter the Work was presented in a very fine mannner; impressive and dignified,  with every evidence of understanding on   the  part  of the officers.

       It was a great pleasure to witness such splendid work.

       A very encouraging and distinctive feature is the large number of younger companions in the various chairs. They are able, willing, and enthusiastic, keen and efficient; supported by a goodly number of Past Principals, who willingly give valuable assistance at all times.

       Capitular Masonry in the district is making a steady advance. Applications for membership show that the various Chapters are in vigorous hands, and as a result constant progress is being made.

       Two Chapters of Instruction were held, one in Ottawa and one in Renfrew — both well attended.

       On all my official visits I was ably supported by past Grand Superintendents, especially by Rt. Ex. Companion F. A. McDiarmid of Carleton Chapter, and Rt. Ex. Companion Dr. Woods, of Laurentian Chapter.

       On Feb. 27th, the Grand First Principal, Maurice A. Searle, accompanied by Rt. Ex. Companion Bruce H. Smith and Rt. Ex. Companion Chas. W. Emmett, Grand H. and Grand J., the Grand Scribe E., and Grand Lecturer, paid an official visit to our district, at which Ottawa Chapter were our gracious hosts.

       The Convocation was preceded by a noon luncheon at the Royal Ottawa Golf Club, attended by the Grand Council, and about twenty other guests.

       At six p.m. a dinner was given in the Ottawa Masonic Temple, attended by about two hundred Companions of the District.

       The Grand Z., at the conclusion of the dinner, made a very forceful and informative speech, enjoyed by all.

       At eight p.m. the officers of Ottawa conferred the degree of the Holy Royal Arch in a manner which was as near perfection as possible. As this was the first time which they had conferred this degree, they are to be highly commended for the excellence of their ritualistic work. Not only the candidates, but all the companions were deeply impressed with the high quality of the work.

       Ottawa Chapter are to be warmly commended for their meticulous arrangements   for   this  very  successful   District  Convocation.

       St. John's Chapter, Vankleek Hill, is very old, its records extending back

       for well over a century. It is strong and vigorous, and its officers well skilled

       and  highly  efficient.  The  artistic  furniture  is  ancient,  a  delight  to   the  eye.

       It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  history  of  this  splendid  Chapter will  soon  be

       written.

       There must be a great wealth of Masonic history in those long years behind   it.

       Dochert Chapter, Arnprior, is still experiencing difficulties, but let us hope   that  it  may  again  resume  its  activities.

       It is a high privilege and honour to have filled the office of Grand Superintendent.

       In conclusion, I must pay tribute to the Companions of my own Chapter

      

       for   the   great   assistance   so   willingly   and   cheerfully   given   during   my   term of office.

       I seem to have been carried on  the  shoulders of many Past Grand Superintendents, and Past Principals, who have made my position one of great  pleasure and companionship. I  pledge my  loyalty  to my successor.

       We may all feel a justifiable pride in   Ottawa  District. Freemasonry   is   more   than   a   social   club,   more   even   than   a   philanthropic lociety. It  is  the keeper of a deep and ancient wisdom, wrought out   through ages   of  discovery   and   insight.

       The more companions who join our order, the more this wisdom will diffuse through our communities and country, and greater numbers will partake of the sublime and eternal truths which are so beautifully and symbolically expressed  in  our ceremonies.

       On the last analysis, this is the true and final objective of our great institution.

       ALGOMA DISTRICT NO. 14, ONTARIO

       Right   Excellent   Companion,   D.   Harcus

       It is with pleasure that I submit my report on the conditions and activities of  Royal Arch   Masonry in Algoma District  No.  14.

       To the Principals and Past Principals, who honoured and entrusted me with the high and responsible office of Grand Superintendent of District No. 14. May I offer my sincere thanks to the Grand First Principal Most Ex. Comp.  Maurice A. Searle, for confirming my appointment as such.

       My first duty was to appoint Ex. Comp. Walter F. Shapton, of Fort William Chapter No. 140, as my district secretary. I offer my sincere appreciation to him for his able assistance, whole hearted cooperation, and his good companionship on our long trips throughout the district. May I also thank Rt. Ex. Comp. Tom W. Love, who also travelled with me on my first official visit    to Fort  Frances.

       I have made an Official visit to all Chapters in my district on their regular Convocation night. I attended all meetings with the exception of two (2), at Shuniah Chapter No. 82, Port Arthur, and all meetings at my Mother Chapter, Fort W'illiam No. 140. It is distance alone that prevented me from visiting the other Chapters more than once, as it would necessitate being liway from home two (2) days at a time to visit either of them. As this is the largest territorial district in Ontario, it embraces 15,000 square miles and 3.048 miles by road.

       I was unable to have a district school of instruction, but I imparted instruction to each individual Chapter within the prescribed sixty (60) days of taking office.

       Official Visitations were made on  the following dates.

       June 11, 1957—Alberton Chapter No. 152, Fort Frances, Ontario June 17, 1957—Golden Star Chapter No. 254, Dryden, Ontario June 20, 1957—Atwood Chapter No. 149, Rainy River, Ontario June 26, 1957—Golden Chapter No. 90, Kenora, Ontario Oct. 7, 1957-Fort William Chapter No. 140, Fort William, Ontario Oct. 16, 1957—Shuniah Chapter No. 82, Port Arthur, Ontario Jan.   25, 1958—Quetico   Chapter,   U.D.,   Atikokan,   Ontario

       All three degrees have been worked in each chapter with the excepuun of one, that owing to lack of candidates. I witnessed the Royal Arch Degree in Alberton Chapter, and all degrees in Shuniah Chapter, and Fort William Chapter, and in all cases the work was efficiently done.

       On each of my Official Visits of inspection, I was given a very warm reception with all the respect due to the representative of the Grand First Principal. During the evening in each Chapter, I was afforded the opportunity of   speaking   on   Capitular   Masonry.

       There were many highlights during my year of office. On October 5, 1957, I attended an emergent and joint Convocation of Shuniah and Fort William Chapters in the Masonic Temple, Port Arthur, Ontario. They being host to the Vbrk   Rite   Association   Royal   Arch   Masons,   Duluth,   Minnesota,   U.S.A.   The

      

       Royal Arch Degree was conferred on several companions from Shuniah and Fort William Chapters, by a special degree team from both chapters. This is likely to become an annual event, by alternating our visits, which will no doubt strengthen and foster good friendship with our companions from across the border. A fine turn out of both Chapters greeted the honoured guests. A splendid banquet and entertainment was indulged in during the evening for all companions and their ladies.

       November 18, 1957, was another very special event, as it isn't very often that we are favoured with a visit from our Grand First Principal. A joint emergent convocation was called by Shuniah Chapter No. 82 and Fort William Chapter No. 140, in the Masonic Temple, Fort William, for the purpose of honouring our Grand First Principal, Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle, accompanied by the Grand Scribe E. Rt. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson.

       A banquet was held at 6.30 p.m. in the banquet room of the Temple, where the Grand Z. and Grand Scribe E. were introduced to the gathering. They had the opportunity of meeting with many of the companions who were present   for   the   dinner,   but   were   unable   to   attend   the   meeting   afterward.

       The Chapter opened in the Royal Arch Temple at 8.00 p.m., and the Grand First Principal was received in due form and accorded Grand honours. After regular routine business, the Grand Z. delivered a very inspiring address, which  I  know  was  thoroughly  enjoyed   by  all  members  present.

       There is no doubt that the Grand Z's visit to our district was very inspiring to the companions. It no doubt gave the Grand Z. a fair idea of the fastness of this district, and the long distances that many companions travel to attend chapter meetings.

       January 6, 1958, I had the honour of being Installing Principal of the officers of my Mother Chapter.

       January 15, 1958, I attended the Installation and investiture of Officers at Shuniah Chapter No. 82, Port Arthur, Ontario.

       January 25, 1958, was a very important milestone in our district. I had the honour of journeying to Atikokan, 130 miles from here, along with twenty-seven (27) other Companions from the Lakehead to Institute Quetico Chapter U.D., which is a welcome addition to our district, and may they have the good luck to prosper, and further enrich Royal Arch Masonry in our district.

       In closing, may I say that I think there is a general improvement in the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in our district and that enthusiasm seems to be high, and I believe all Chapters show an increase in candidates for the year. I am sorry to report that our death rate has been much higher than average.

       To my successor, I extend my heartiest congratulations, and may he gain the same beneficial experience and make many lasting friends in his year's work.

       May I again extend my personal thanks to all who assisted me during my pleasant year of office.

       NEW ONTARIO DISTRICT, No. 15 R. Ex. Comp. P. S. Jannison

       For the privilege and honour of servicing the Companions in this district during this Centennial Year, I am grateful to them for electing me and I am most grateful to Most Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle for confirming my election.

       Ex. Comp. William J. Hazelwood graciously assumed the duties of District Secretary and rendered invaluable service throughout the term and accompanied me on all but one of my official visits.

       On Tuesday, October 8, 1957, accompanied by District Secretary W. J. Hazelwood, I visited Tuscan Chapter No. 95 at Sudbury. I was officially received as the representative of the Most Excellent Grand Z. by Ex. Comp. Len Atkinson in the chair. The M. E. M. degree was impressively conferred by Ex. Comp. R. E. Bryson on two candidates, Bros. Stewart and Morgan. Tuscan is the senior chapter in the district; the younger members are encouraged to participate in the work; degree teams have been formed under the guidance of the Past Principals. This is a splendid method of developing officer material.

      

       \t the banquet hour a toast to Grand Chapter was proposed hy Ex. Comp. Walker, to  which  I responded directing my remarks to membership, Centennial gear and symbolism of the M. K. M. degree.

       On Thursday, October 10, the District Secretary and I visited Espanola Chapter No. 257 in Espanola, Ontario. I was officially received in the R. A. by F\. Comp. A. Newton. Following the business meeting which was conducted in a thoroughly business like manner bv Ex. Comp. Newton. The M. E. M. degree was conferred most impressively and effectively with Ex. Comp. N. Summerville "H" in the chair. Following this degree Chapter was reopened in the R. A. and a thirty minute discussion period followed, which was most interesting and informative. While this is the youngest Chapter in the district their interest and enthusiasm augurs well for future success of this energetic Chapter. During the refreshment hour I responded to the toast to Grand Chapter and sj>oke on the M. E. M. degree.

       On Thursday, October 17, I made my official visit to St. John's Chapter No. 103. Ex. Companion George Henderson, a member of St. John's now living in Sault Ste. Marie, acted as District Secretary on this occasion. I was officially received bv Ex. Companion A. S. Haley in the chair. The M. E. M. degree was most effectively and impressively conferred. The Past First Principals took a sincere interest in this Chapter and gave their loyal support to all its endeavours. St. John's Chapter is fortunate in having a beautiful Hammond organ, and on many occasions it contributes greatly to the solemnity and beauty of the ritual.

       Ex. Companion Haley presided as toast master. V. Ex. Companion Les Brown proposed the toast to Grand Chapter. I responded and gave a talk on the symbolism of the M. E. M. degree.

       On Tuesday, December 13, it was my pleasure to officially visit my home Chapter Algonquin No. 102. I was introduced by R. Ex. Companion Davidson and welcomed by Ex. Companion George Cameron.

       The M.M.M. degree was conferred on four candidates, Bros. W. McKay, Ian McKay (father and son) C. R. Eaid a 33° Mason, and C. Taylor. The candidates were greatly impressed and Bro. Eaid spoke on their behalf.

       It was my very great pleasure and privilege to present R. Ex. Companion Drew with his twenty-five year Past First Principal's Bar.

       During the refreshment hour Toast to Grand Chapter was proposed by Ex. Companion W. Lett. The Companions most graciously received this toast. Toast to visitors was proposed by Companion Reg. Bizley, toast to candidates proposed by Companion W. E. Morley, a 33° Mason recently elevated at the November 16th, District Meeting.

       It was also my very great privilege and pleasure to install the officers of Algonquin Chapter on January 24th.

       It has been most gratifying to have the privilege of serving my Companions and Grand Chapter. I have throughout the District received every courtesy and sympathetic understanding. I am pleased to report that all the Chapters are in a flourishing and healthy condition. Capitular Masonry, will, I believe, continue to expand with the natural growth and prosperity of the north country.

       EXCERPTS FROM MINUTES OF DISTRICT MEETING -

       On Saturday. November 16,  1958,  the largest and most important District

       Meeting in  the history of New Ontario District No.  15 was held at Sault Ste.

       Marie. The meeting was graced by the presence of Most Excellent Companion

       Maurice R. Searle and other senior officers of the Grand East, including M. E.

       Comp. John A. M. Taylor, M. E. Comp. John L. House, Rt. Ex. Comp. Charles

       \\.   Emmett,  Grand  J.,   Rt.   Ex.  Comp.   Fred  J.  Johnson,   Grand  S.E.,   Rt.  Ex.

       Comp. Robert N. McElhinney, and Rt. Ex. Comp. Reginald  H. Lewis, Grand

       Lecturer.

       The meeting opened at 2 p.m. under the sceptre of Ex. Comp. J. George

       Cameron.  At  2.30   p.m.,   the   Mark   Master   Mason   degree   was   conferred   on   a

       c lass of 21 candidates by officers of Espanola Chapter No. 259 with Wor. Bro. A.

       B. Newton occupying the chair.

       At 4 p.m. the Most Excellent Master degree was conferred on 22 candidates

       bv the officers of St. John's Chapter, North Bay, Wor. Bro. A. S. Haley occupying

       the chair.

      

       At 6 p.m. a sumptuous dinner was served to approximately 200 companions, at the conclusion of which a most inspiring address was delivered by the Grand First Principal, Maurice A. Searle, on "Some Ideals of Capitular Masonry". The inspiration of this address and the co-operation and helpful presence of the other Grand Chapter officers, did much to enhance the prestige of Capitular Masonry in general.

       At 8.30 p.m., the Chapter was re-opened, and the Royal Arch degree was conferred in exemplary manner on 35 candidates by officers of Tuscan Chapter, Sudbury, under the sceptre of Ex. Comp. Leonard Atkinson.

       The new members included many past Masters of Craft lodges and others who have served with distinction in other branches of Masonry. All expressed their appreciation of the impressive content of the degrees and the effective manner in which they were presented. Many of the new members in virtue of their interest in Capitular Masonry and of their own inherent ability and experience, will likely make commendable contributions to the progress and well being of Chapter Masonry in future years.

       The following conclusions were drawn from this District Meeting —

       (1)  If all interested Craft Lodge Masons were aware of the relationship in basic content between the historic background of Capitular Masonry and Craft Lodge Masonry, we would likely experience a decided increase in effective membership.

       (2)  The presence of Senior Grand Chapters officers, and especially that of the Grand First Principal, can add an atmosphere and contribute to the inspiration of a District Meeting in such a manner that the resultant effect will not be contained only by those present, but will be communicated to those who are potential future members.

       (3)  There is enthusiasm in numbers, and we should utilize for our common good, that natural human emotion of enjoying any experience more fully when in association with other kindred spirits.

       At the conclusion of the degree work, Most Worshipful Brother William L. Wright, a Companion of Algonquin Chapter who had been elevated to the position of Past First Principal by Grand Chapter was installed successively as Third, Second, First, and Past First Principal of Algonquin Chapter by the Grand Chapter officers present, in a very impressive ceremony which contributed much to the interest and inspiration of the day.

       TEMISKAMING DISTRICT No. 16 Rt. Ex. Comp. H. T. Beaton Now that I am nearing the end of my term of office I must acknowledge to all and sundry a profound feeling of gratitude to the Past Principals and Chapters of Temiskaming District No. 16 for having elected me to, and supported me  in,   the  office  of  District  Superintendent,  and   to   the  Most  Excellent  Z., Maurice A. Searle, for having so graciously confirmed my appointment. Official Visits: Abitibi Chapter No. 223, Iroquois Falls, Oct. 30, 1957, M.M.M. Degree Temiskaming Chapter No. 169, New Liskeard, Nov. 14, 1957 Kirkland Chapter, No. 251, Kirkland Lake, Nov. 27, 1957, M.M.M. Degree Northern Lights Chapter No. 213, Timmins, Dec. 4, 1957 Unofficial Visits:

       Northern Lights Chapter No. 213, Timmins, Nov. 20, 1957, H.R.A. Degree Cobalt Chapter, No. 203, Cobalt, Jan. 19, 1958 On all official visits  throughout  the District I was received with  the cooperation and dignity due the office and a delightful spirit of fraternal good will was exhibited everywhere.

       As the year passes before me in retrospect I am conscious of many errors of omission and commission. Many of these might have been avoided had I been able to associate more closely with my predecessor Rt. Ex. Comp. A. F. McDowell. Unfortunately, for me in particular and for the District in general, a very serious illness to our Past Superintendent intervened, rendering close association impossible. The loss of V. Ex. Comp. Frank Bean, Scribe E. of Abitibi Chapter who passed on to the Lodge above was also keenly felt for he was a tower of

      

       strength for many years in Ahitibi Chapter and throughout the District in general.

       Early in nn term of office Ex. Comp. S. E. Farrell of Abitihi Chapter kindly offered to act as in\ secretary and I was happy to accept his kind services. He has been a constant companion and guide in all our travels throughout the District,   for which  I  am e\er grateful.

       The M.M.M. Degree in Kirkland Lake Chapter and in Abitibi Chapter, the work was done  efficiently  and with dignity.

       On November 20th the Holy Royal Arch Degree as exemplified by Rt. Ex. Comp. F. Wills. Past (.rand Superintendent of District No. 16 and the Past First Principals and Officers of Northern Lights Chapter, Timmins. This was undoubtedly the highlight of the year as it honoured a highly skilled Companion, a longtime friend and a gentleman prior to his departure to a new home in England.

       A pleasant duty at Temiskaming Chapter at New Liskeard was that of presenting Comp. J. T. Hicks with his Holy Royal Arch Certificate.

       My observation is that while we should do everything in our power to maintain and promote the welfare of our individual Chapters, we should also be willing to lend a helping hand to other Chapters in the District if such a need is apparent. It is truly said that he who would aspire to mastership must first learn how to serve.

       A District as a whole is not completely healthy if even one of its constituent Chapters is in difficulty. Inter-chapter visits, exchange of work and interesting talks by local and imported speakers are all highly recommended as means of creating and maintaining interest and enthusiasm in the great work.

       To my successor, whoever he may be, may I offer my wholehearted cooperation, assistance and loyalty and may his term of office be eminently satisfying, as truly it can be.

      

       EXCERPTS FROM ADDRESS OF MOST WORSHIPFUL BROTHER

       HARRY L. MARTYN, GRAND MASTER OF THE GRAND LODGE

       OF CANADA, IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO A.F. & A.M.

       Most Excellent the Grand First Principal, members of the Grand Council, Distinguished Guests and Companions of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masonry of Canada, it is a very significant privilege to be the one who has the opportunity to extend felicitations and congratulations to the craft at the time of your Centennial Convocation. All Masons in this Grand Jurisdiction wish you well and wish you continued success and prosperity in the second century such as you have enjoyed in the past. Brave and courageous Masons formed this Grand Chapter over 100 years ago and down through the years that followed in times of prosperity and sadness they did not and could not lose the. fine sense of balance that kept the Grand Chapter upon an even keel and along the traditions of the Royal Arch. From times of discouragement and trouble they never wavered in their confidence, they never wavered in their faith. They maintained a determination to build for us the treasure and heritage that is ours to enjoy, ours to use and ours to pass on in a better state than we received it from our predecessors.

       My Companions, we are but the remnant of all those Royal Arch Masons who knocked at the doors of our Constituent Chapters and sojourned for a time with them there and then moved on through the midst of the mists of Eternity to that Grand Chapter that is above. So, my brothers, we are here as that remnant, that probable 20%, of those who are privileged to celebrate this Centennial at this time. We want to express our thanks, our appreciation and our honour to those who nurtured this Grand Chapter in this infancy and those who laid the roots of the Royal Arch that these roots could bring forth a tree and the tree could bring forth the fruit for you and I to enjoy. So, my Companions, from this wonderful celebration and the wonderful observance and Thanksgiving Service, that we attended yesterday, may we carry back to the constituent chapters to which we belong, the encouragement and the great sense of belonging to a wonderful institution that will inspire them to move to greater heights. May we carry back the mark of reverence, the mark of human personality, the mark of greatness, and as such we may fulfil and follow what the Prophet, Isiah, said to King Hezikiah of Judah, when he was delivered and the people were delivered from expansion and persecution of the Assyrians, as it is recorded in the second Book of Kings, 19th Chapter, 30th verse, "and the remnant that is escaped of the House of Judah shall again grow roots downward that they may bear fruit upward."

       May we, Companions, contribute our share of the roots to Masonry that those who are to follow us may enjoy the fruits of masonry in their day and generation, as we did in ours. Companions, we salute the past and those that formed this branch, we honour the present and those that administer the affairs of Royal Arch Masonry now and we look forward with hope and confidence to the future and all the future will bring. Thanks very much.

       REMARKS OF SIR GEORGE BOAG, REPRESENTING THE SUPREME GRAND CHAPTER OF ENGLAND

       Most Excellent Grand First Principal, Excellent Companions and Companions, it is my very proud privilege today to bring you from the Supreme Grand Chapter of England, and from the Grand Lodge Mark Master Mason of England, their greetings and their congratulations to the Grand Chapter of Canada on this very happy occasion.

       When your courteous fraternal invitation reached us last year, the Committee of General Purposes, for which I have the honour at present to preside, determined at once that, if humanly possible, the Grand Chapter of England should be represented on this occasion.

       Unfortunately, none of our three Grand Principals of the Supreme Grand Chapter was able to make the journey, nor was the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons. But our First Grand Principal, Most Excellent Companion Lord Scarborough and the Grand Master of the Mark Grand Lodge,

      

       Most Worshipful Brother Lord Harris, have entrusted to me, Most Excellent, persona] letters to you in which they convey  their  regret for not being able to be present personal'lv on this occasion and send you the  felicitations  of the body over  which  the) preside. 1 will now hand these letters over to you. that is from the Firsl  (.rand  Principal and the Grand Master of Mark Master Mason Grand Lodge.

       I feel. Most Excellent First Grand Principal, that what our Grand Principals and Grand Masters have lost in not being able to be present on this occasion, and what you have lost, where you have lost in not seeing them and hearing them. I have gained, because this celebration of yours has certainly been one of the most interesting and most inspiring Masonic occasions which it has ever been my fortune to attend.

       It has been a great joy to me to meet Companions of the Grand Chapter of Canada and Companions from so many other jurisdictions in Canada and the United  States,  and from other parts of the world to share in the joy and the legitimate feelings of pride at the achievements of the Grand Chapter of Canada as realized over the past hundred years and to join also in the confident expectations that this Grand Chapter will continue to give in the years to come, to flourish as it has been in the past and to grow ever stronger and wielding ever a greater influence.

       We are glad. Most Excellent, in the Supreme Grand Chapter of England to think that our relationship with your Grand Chapter has been so friendly and cordial for many, many years in the past, and we are confident that these friendly fraternal relations will continue in the years to come, to be the happiest and if, by my visit, I have been able to in any way contribute to those friendly relations nothing would give me greater pleasure.

       We are most grateful to you, first for the opportunity you've given us to be here and to join with you on this very happy occasion. We are grateful to you for the privilege you've given us of sharing in the celebration with you and we offer you our most heartiest congratulations on the Anniversary. We express the confident hope that the future may bring you even greater success than you have achieved in the past. We greet you well and we wish you well.

       REMARKS FROM THE ADDRESS OF MOST EX. COMP., THE RT. HON.

       THE  EARL OF GALLOWAY,  THE  FIRST  GRAND  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE

       SUPREME GRAND CHAPTER OF SCOTLAND

       Most Excellent First Grand Principal and Companions, as you know I've come here to represent, and to bring you the greetings, the congratulations and the good wishes of the Royal Arch Masons of Scotland. I come also, as it were, in a dual capacity for having the great honour and privilege of being your representative with the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland and so it is, as you can imagine, a double delight to me to be here this afternoon in the presence of you all now. When we got your invitation, I think it must have been about a year ago, it was couched in such a manner that it made it absolutely impossible for us to decline.

       Well, I can assure you Companions that the very last thing we wanted was to decline, in fact to this minute, Companion Laird and I have been looking forward to it for months and now that we are here, it has indeed come up to our expectations.

       Like my colleague from England, I have been deeply impressed by the beauty and the reverence of the ceremonies which we have so far witnessed, and it has been a very great joy and pleasure to me to meet so many delightful, charming and absolutely very sincere companions from all parts of Canada and from all parts of the United States.

       Companions, I understand that I have to inflict myself upon you again later on this evening and for that reason I will not detain you very much longer at the moment, but, before I leave the rostrum, I have a little ceremony to perform, which I hope will give as much pleasure to you as it does to myself and my colleagues from Scotland.

       Most Excellent First Grand Principal, I am going to ask you to receive on behalf of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, this token of our

      

       esteem and our affection which we feel for you personally and for all the Companions of Canada under your command. May I just read the inscription which we have had placed upon it.

       "Presented to the Grand Chapter of the Royal Arch Masons of Canada, by the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, to mark a century of fertile relations, 1858-1958" with a facsimile of the signature of the Most Excellent First Grand Principal.

       Most Excellent First Grand Principal, this is a typically Scottish object. I hope you'll like it but may I be allowed to give you one little tip and that is that I think, indeed I am confident, that you will admire the beauty all the more and you will contemplate with even greater pleasure, should you fill it to the brim with that beautiful yellow liquid of which our country is so justly proud.

       REMARKS FROM THE ADDRESS OF R. EM. W. H. SWEETING, REPRESENTING THE M. EM. FIRST GRAND PRINCIPAL OF VICTORIA,

       AUSTRALIA

       Most Excellent First Grand Principal Searle, Most Excellent Companion Past and Companions, the first whisper I heard was at lunch time. I just slightly overheard your Most Excellent First Grand Principal say something about Australia.

       I so want to say first what a great pleasure it is for me to be here representing the Most Eminent, the First Grand Principal, Wm. D. Kennedy, at this very auspicious occasion, your Hundredth Anniversary.

       I might say, in the first instance, that several months ago when the message came from Canada that this hundredth Convocation or this Hundredth Anniversary was to be held, I became a very strong advocate that somebody should represent Victoria, Australia at this very important occasion, and there were two or three coming, including our Most Eminent, who, unfortunately, at the last moment could not attend.

       Just a month before I left Australia a meeting was held and they said, "Well, Bill, you've been a very strong advocate, what about you?" and so I said to my wife, or at least I phoned my wife and said, "How would you like a trip to Canada?" At first she said to me, "Well, I'll bet it's something Masonic", and I said "Yes, my dear, it is", and she said, "Well, that's alright with me." And so here I am with this wonderful celebration of the Grand Chapter of Canada.

       I first want to say thanks to your Most Excellent First Grand Principal and for his wonderful courtesy and kindness in receiving us on arrival. Somehow, I had an immediate impression of this wonderful organization that has gone on for so many months here in Ontario.

       At the station, at least on the train, the guard knew who I was but he didn't say anything to me. The passenger agent was at the bottom of the platform as I stepped down and said "Now don't worry about your luggage, we've got a porter fixed," and it was wheeled across the road, and as I walked up the steps your Most Excellent First Principal walked down and received me. I didn't know who he was and he said, "Welcome to Canada," and I want to say how I immediately felt at home.

       It has been a very great privilege and a great honour to represent my jurisdiction, and I have enjoyed immensely the fellowship, not only with the Companions in this Grand Chapter but on my route through America wherever I have received fraternal greetings quite beyond my expectations. I hav been made to feel at home where I have been and since I have been here as your guest. It seems as if the Committee have been most untiring in their efforts to make us feel at home and to make us comfortable.

       I have not seen the completion of your organization but I do want to say this, that it is the best organized convention I have ever attended. There is somehow a spirit of Fellowship that is most uplifting and I'm going to go home feeling very humble and very gratified for the opportunity of having fellowship with Companions of this Jurisdiction.

       We in Victoria move very strongly on the English principle of the spiritual

      

       side of the Royal Arch Masonry, and it now will he very pleasing to m\ Eminent, who is a wonderful Royal Arch Mason, for me to take hack tidings of the wonderful  spiritual  atmosphere that exists in the Grand Chapter of Canada. I think that what has impressed me most in mv observation is the type of men that have been attracted to take office, not only in Canada hut in the various Jurisdictions that I have been through in the United States of America.

       It is very pleasing that you see men that are of high distinction in civil life that are prepared to give themselves to the service of God and the Holy Royal Arch Chapter, because, after all. we are men gathered together humbly, in the light of God. all trying to walk in His footsteps, and I want to say to you thai I have received a tremendous great thrill in being present here on this, your hundredth anniversary, because I was so uplifted hearing the wonderful address on Sunday afternoon and another stirring address at our luncheon today. My only regret was that it could not be heard by all the Companions present.

       I did not expect to speak to you, really, but I want you to know I bring the happy good fellowship to you Companions here today and I know that when I go home I'll feel stronger and better for this experience.

       You know, we travel around the world. I have been to a lot of conventions and I have seen a lot of organizations. But what appeals to me most and I think what has marked your hundredth anniversary is that wonderful spiritual feeling that you have brought into the assembly here to-day.

       Most Excellent Grand First Principal, I want to thank you for the honour of being with you, for the courtesy extended to me by you and your organization, for the wonderful work of your good lady for looking after my wife. All I can finish and conclude by saying is, from the very bottom of my heart, thank you very much.

       SUPREME GRAND CHAPTER OF ENGLAND

       Dear Most Excellent Companion,

       I regret I am unable to attend in person the celebration of the Centenary of the Grand Chapter of Canada (Ontario) which is to be held in Toronto on the 28th April, but I have authorised E. Comp. Sir George Boag, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., Past Grand Superintendent of Madras and President of the Committee of General Purposes of Supreme Grand Chapter to represent me and to convey the congratulations of our Grand Chapter on this important occasion and our good wishes for the future prosperity of the Grand Chapter of Canada.

       Yours sincerely and fraternally,

       SCARBROUGH,

       First Grand Principal My dear First Grand Principal,

       On behalf of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and Wales and the Dominions and Dependencies of the British Crown, I should like to send to you and to all Members of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada our very cordial greetings and sincere good wishes on the celebration of your Centenary.

       Your Centenary follows very closely after our own which was held only two years ago and we have therefore all the more a great fellow feeling for you in having attained one hundred years of existence.

       I do very much regret that I, personally, am unable to be with you on this occasion, but I have entrusted this personal message to the Right Worshipful Brother, Sir George Boag, to deliver to you. He is a Past District Grand Master of Madras in our Constitution and I believe is also personally known to you.

       On behalf of myself and all Mark Master Masons of our Grand Lodge, I do trust that your future will be as successful as your past and that the happy relations which have existed between us for so long may continue into the centuries ahead.

       Yours fraternally,

       Harris, Grand Master.

      

       GRAND TREASURERS STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

       April 5, 1958.

       To the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Canada: Most Excellent Grand Z. and Companions:

       I submit herewith statement of Receipts and Disbursements for the period March 1, 1957 — February 28, 1958:

       GENERAL ACCOUNT

       RECEIPTS

       Balance-February 28, 1957    $ 7,277.44

       Received from Grand Scribe "E":

       Rebate of Executive Committee Expenses      $       40.60

       Receipts from Chapters     20,775.66

       Grand Convocation Receipts     198.00

       Transfer from Life Membership Fund    3,382.00

       Transfer from Chapters' Life Membership Fund     40.00

       Interest on Investments     2,702.50

       Sales to other Grand Chapters     536.75

       Bank Interest     4.40

       Transfer from Centennial Fund     26.25

       Sales to Sundry Individuals     5.18 $27,711.34

       $34,988.78

       DISBURSEMENTS

       Grand Scribe "E" Office:

       Compensation  ..     $ 4,800.00

       Assistant   *    3,000.00

       Rent     1,380.00

       Miscellaneous     1,275.45

       Printing:

       Proceedings       1,658.30

       General     474.55

       Travelling:

       Grand "Z"     2,000.00

       General     569.05

       Expenses:

       Grand Convocation     3,652.98

       Grand  Executive      1,700.00

       Grand Historian and Reviewer     300.00

       Audit Fee     400.00

       Jewels, Medals and Engraving    753.85

       Education   and   Instruction       351.27

       Masonic  Library       125.00

       Transfer to Centennial Year Fund     1,215.79

       Transfer to Chapters' Life Membership Fund     3.83

       Grand "Z" Regalia     485.00

       Grand "Z" Testimonial     350.00

       Sundry Office Equip    70.25

       Canadian Masonic Research Association     50.00

       Expenditures Chargeable to Centennial Fund     1,784.21 $26,399.53

       BALANCE-as at February 28, 1958:

       Bank Balance    8,065.91

       Cash in Transit     523.34 $ 8,589.25

      

       ANNUAL CONVOCATION,   rORONTO, 1958 VICTORY THANKSGIVING BENEVOLENT FUND

       RECEIPTS

       Balance-February 28, 1957  

       Received From Grand Scribe "E":

       Interest on Investments       $1,989.75

       Donations     51.20

       Bank Interest       20.95

       77

       $   670.72

       $2,061.90 $2,732.62

       DISBURSEMENTS

       Benevolent Grants      $1,550.00

       Bank   Exchange       .15      $1,550.15

       BALANCE-as  at February 28, 1958     $1,182.47

       GRAND CHAPTER LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND

       RECEIPTS

       Balance—February 28, 1957  

       Received from Grand Scribe "E":

       Commutations          $680.00

       Interest on Investments     875.00

       Bank  Interest      32.87

       DISBURSEMENTS

       Transferred to General Fund 

       BALANCE-as at February 28, 1958 

       $2,052.44

       $1,577.87 $3,640.31

       $3,382.00 $  258.31

       CHAPTERS' LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND

       RECEIPTS

       Balance-February 28,   1957   

       Received  from  Grand  Scribe  "E":

       Transferred from General Fund  

       Bank Interest   

       DISBURSEMENTS

       Transferred to General Fund  

       BALANCE-as at February 28, 1958  

       $ 3.83 10.93

       $492.06

       14.76 506.82

       $ 40.00 466,82

      

       CENTENNIAL YEAR FUND

       RECEIPTS

       Balance-February 28, 1957     $2,263.93

       Received from Grand Scribe "E":

       Transferred from General Fund     $1,215.79

       Interest on Investments     125.00

       Bank Interest      33.43

       Expended by General Fund on Centennial Fund Account   1,784.21        3,158.43

       $5,422.36

       DISBURSEMENTS

       Centennial Expenditures       $1,784.21

       Transfer to General Fund     26.25     $1,810.46

       BALANCE-as at February 28, 1958     $3,611.90

       Examined and Verified:   Respectfully submitted,

       J. D. LEWARS, C.A.,   FRED W. DEAN, P.G.Z.,

       Auditor.   Grand Treasurer.

       Moved by R. Ex. Comp.  B. H. Smith, seconded by M. Ex. Comp. F. W. Dean, that-Resolved—That the report of the Grand Treasurer be received and adopted.

      

       REPORT OF THE GRAND SCRIBE E.

       To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Members of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada.

       I  present herewith the Annual Report of Cash Receipts and Ledger Balance for the  fiscal  year ending February 28th, 1958.

       ANNUAL STATEMENT

       REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR

       March 1st, 1957, to February 28th, 1958

       Balance Balance

       No.   Name of Chapter   Amount   Debit     Credit

       1.  Ancient Frontenac and Cataraqui      $232.34        $    6.00

       2.  The Hiram         130.93   $   .35

       3.  St. John's. London     200.61   119.06

       4.  The St. Andrew and St. John         160.65

       5.  St.   George's       200.40   2.50

       6.  St. John's, Hamilton         132.31   12.17

       7.  The   Moira       231.50   12.00

       8.  King Solomon's     213.30

       15.  Wawanosh           222.01   10.00

       16.  Carleton         565.48   1.82

       18.  Oxford           188.50   5.15

       19.  Mount Moriah         242.38   2.07

       20.  Mount Horeb         108.65   2.98

       22.  Grenville           88.20   .43

       23.  Ezra          130.86

       24.  Tecumseh         217.94   17.54

       26.  St. Mark's     118.25   .85

       27.  Manitou       135.00   20.85

       28.  Pentalpha     192.40   9.63

       29.  McCallum     128.18   3.47

       30.  Huron      127.86   3.33

       31.  Prince Edward      189.21   .85

       32.  Waterloo    :    149.57   10.92

       34.  Signet     104.43   3.00

       35.  Keystone, Whitby     94.55   1.78

       36.  Corinthian       308.20   2.50

       37.  Victoria     103.86

       40.  Guelph           188.28   .4?

       41.  Harris           124.41   29.15

       44.  Mount Sinai, Napanee    127.78   15.47

       45.  Excelsior     34.85   .85

       46.  St. James     63.43   .42

       47.  Wellington     155.28   87.56

       48.  St. John's, Cobourg     110.30   3.98

       53.  Bruce           65.65

       54.  Palestine, St. Thomas     230.84   3.88

       55.  Niagara           88.06   .25

       56.  Georgian          84.86   1.70

       57.  King Hiram     128.20   9.00

       58.  Pembroke (inactive)  

       59.  Sussex-St. Lawrence     274.61

       61.  Granite             98.88

       62.  York         120.43   53.43

       63.  Havelock           74.70   2.78

      

       Balance Balance

       No.         Name of Chapter   Amount   Debit     Credit

       64.  Willson      128.77   .58

       65.  St. Paul's, Toronto     108.01

       66.  The Malloch     91.73   2.50

       67.  Enterprise     82.95   .85

       68.  Maitland        102.67   .91

       69.  Grimsby       59.97   .43

       71.  Prince of Wales     158.75   .33

       72.  Keystone, Stirling     68.50   3.00

       73.  Erie     118.81   4.43

       74.  Beaver     79.46

       75.  St. Clair, Milton     79.48   .43

       76.  Mount Nebo     83.20

       77.  Occident     303.78   122.83

       78.  Minnewawa       98.95   4.20

       79.  Orient      86.40   3.87

       80.  Ark     210.33

       81.  Aylmer       107.35   .43

       82.  Shuniah     223.30   25.10

       83.  Ionic, Orangeville     92.40   .85

       84.  Lebanon      101.22   4.00

       88.   MacNabb     89.78

       90.  Golden     154.51   2.19

       91.  Toronto-Antiquity     143.41   10.72

       94.  Midland       74.11   5.52

       95.  Tuscan     321.63   3.00

       102.  Algonquin       353.96

       103.  St. John's, North Bay     124.18   .85

       104.  White Oak     105.80   .15

       110.   Warkworth     64.83                                   .33

       112.  St. John's, Morrisburg     167.58   5.23

       113.  Covenant  ,    271.40

       114.  Bonnechere       101.83   1.78

       115.  Brant     116.30

       116.  Maple     94.53

       117.  Kitchener      187.39   2.71

       119.   King Cyrus     128.58                               1.27

       129.  Elliot     87.31   36.08

       130.  Chantry     62.73

       131.  Amabel      100.48   .42

       132.  Leeds     88.23   .05

       133.  St. Francis     168.26

       134.  King Darius     100.73

       135.  Succoth      57.63   1.00

       138.   Shekinah     253.15

       140.   Fort William     138.38                                3.00

       143.  Glengarry     50.28   1.00

       144.  Presqu'ile      50.13   .42

       145   The St. Patrick     298.00                                3.40

       146.  Bernard     109.98   1.90

       147.  Lucknow     70.55

       148.  St. John's, Vankleek Hill     89.68   .85

       149.  Atwood      46.75

       150.  London      120.15   2.15

       151.  Laurentian     139.46   3.21

       152.  Alberton     189.98   1.27

       153.  Sombra       123.03   1.27

       154.  Klondike   (inactive)     74.85

       155.  Ancaster       96.98
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       Name of Chapter   Amount

       Madoc           157 -°i

       The  Beaches     100.33

       Lome                      75.35

       Kichikewana       ?«"52

       Ionic.  Campbellford     98.76            2.93

       Temiskaming       69 88

       The  Hamilton       140.50              3.12

       Hugh Murray    88 41

       p cc l                    170.80

       Couchiching       169.01

       C .halt           .   41.66                                3 00

       Victoria   8 0-97              -27

       Kitchener      72.41              1.70

       Mount Sinai. Toronto     359.50              6.42

       Northern Lights     114.15

       Vimv                     8 0.00                                  2.40

       Mimico   157.61           10.20

       St. Alban's     151.03

       Prince Edward      57.68                                   .85

       Ulster                                       102.13             4.85

       Lebanon     :    140.28              4.20

       Durham     49.20              1.28

       Ottawa       298.60                              13.65

       Abitibi     79.93

       Kevstone, Hamilton     101.12                               1175

       Beayer     110.33

       Prince of Wales, Perth     170.48              1.70

       Quinte   Friendship       193.58            11.00

       Port Credit    98.43                               2.12

       The St. Clair, Toronto     185.36                               19.17

       King Cyrus     109.02                                   .43

       Oakwood     92.40

       Halton     114.71

       Aurora     96.68

       Caledonia      70.21                .43

       The St. Andrew     282.79              6.00

       Blenheim       92.90           53.80

       Smithville  :    46.30

       University       105.41               .50

       St. Paul's, Lambeth     74.06

       McKay     71.95               .85

       Preston       53.56                                 1.27

       Humber       186.98                                   .50

       Nilestown      143.43              1.85

       Dochert     36.98

       Palestine     114.47              4.27

       Thomas Peters     222.55                                 3.00

       Kirkland     130.45                                 1.40

       Hiawatha       165.88              2.65

       Regal     85.60              1.28

       Golden Star     91.01                                   .42

       Tillsonburg      83.78               .85

       Yukon       94.68                .85

       Espanola     85.18

       Tyrian     59.08              3.00

       Quetico       114.40              3.00

       Centennial       45.00

       Grand Chapter of Alberta     103.00

      

       Balance Balance

       No.         Name of Chapter   Amount          Debit     Credit

       Grand Chapter of British Columbia     206.75

       Grand Chapter of Manitoba    52.50

       Grand Chapter of New Brunswick     84.00           15.50

       Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia     3.00

       Grand Chapter of Saskatchewan     103.00

       Sundries     5.18

       Rebate on Mileage & Per Diem     40.60

       Convocation Receipts     198.00

       Bond Interest Received    2,702.50

       Bank Interest     4.40

       Received from Life Membership Fund     3,382.00

       Received from Centennial Fund     26.25

       $27,836.79       $818.09     $193.54

       CASH RECEIPTS For the  Year  Ending February 28, 1958

       Credits to Constituent Chapter Accounts:

       Receipts from Chapters   $20,775.66

       Transfer from Chapters' Life Membership Fund              40.00   $20,815.66

       Credits from Sales to other Grand Chapters     536.75

       Credits from Sales to Individuals     5.18

       Rebate of Executive Committee Expenses     40.60

       Grand Convocation Receipts     198.00

       Transfer from Life Membership Fund     3,382.00

       Transfer from Centennial Fund     26.25

       Interest on Investments     2,702.50

       Bank Interest    4.40

       Examined and Verified,   $27,711.34

       JOHN D. LEWARS, C.A.

       To the Scribes E. of this Grand Chapter, please accept my sincere thanks and appreciation for your very kind co-operation during the past year.

       In my last report I quoted figures concerning the improvement over the preceding year. For the fiscal year just ended 1957-1958, you gave me almost one hundred percent annual returns within the prescribed time, January 31st, 1958. Only one Chapter failed to come in before the 28th of February, the end of Grand Chapter year.

       I am very happy to state that of the accounts outstanding only a very small amount remains unpaid at March 31st, 1958.

       Once again that big question mark (?). The last day for filing the annual return is January 31st of each year, not February 28th. Respectfully submitted,

       zfU^'

      
        [image: picture5]
      

       Grand Scribe E.

       Moved by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  B.  H.  Smith,  seconded by R.  Ex. Comp. F. J. Johnson, that—

       Resolved-That the report of the Grand S. E. be received and adopted.

      

       AUDITORS FINANCIAL STATEMENT

       Most Excellent Companion, Maurice Arthur Searle, Grand First

       Principal, Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Canada,

       Temple Building, Toronto, Ontario.

       March 22, 1958. Most Excellent Sir:

       I have made my regular examination of the books of account and supporting records of the Grand Scribe E. and Grand Treasurer of Grand Chapter of the Royal Arch Masons of Canada for the fiscal  year ended February 28, 1958. From this examination, I have prepared the statements listed below and I now present together with my comments thereon:

       Exhibit  "A"-Balance Sheet as at February 28, 1958.

       Exhibit  "B"—Comparative Revenue and Expenditure Account

       for the year ended February 28, 1958. Schedule  "1"—The Victory Thanksgiving Benevolent Fund as

       at February 28, 1958. Schedule  "2"—The Life Membership Fund — Grand Chapter

       as at February 28, 1958. Schedule  "3"—The Centennial Fund as at February 28, 1958. Schedule  "4"—The   Chapters'   Life   Membership   Fund   as   at

       February 28, 1958.

       COMMENTS

       The Petty Cash Fund, shown in Exhibit "A", was counted from time to time during the fiscal year ended February 28, 1958 and again on March 21, 1958 and found to be in order on each occasion. The cash in transit was deposited in the proper respective accounts subsequent to February 28, 1958. The bank Balances of the several accounts and funds, as set out in Exhibit "A" and Schedules "1", "2", "3" and "4" were verified by the certificate of your bankers as at February 28, 1958 and all the bank transactions in these several accounts during the fiscal year then ended were examined.

       The Accounts Receivable from the various Chapters were reviewed in detail and appear to be proper charges. In my opinion, the Reserve for Uncollected Accounts, in the amount presently provided, should prove adequate to cover probable losses.

       I would recommend that the Grand Scribe E. be authorized to transfer the amount due from the Life Membership Fund of Grand Chapter to the General Fund as soon as possible. The undipped bond coupons were examined on March 21, 1958 when the investments were counted. At that time, these coupons were still attached to the bond. They have since been clipped and deposited in the proper account.

      

       The computation of the accrued interest in the several funds was checked and found to be in order.

       The investments of the several Funds are set out in detail in Exhibit "A" and Schedules "1", "2", and "3". They were counted on March 21, 1958 in the presence of Grand Scribe E. and the Grand First Principal and were found to be in order. They continue to be held in the place and custody authorized by the Grand Chapter.

       So far as I was able to ascertain, from due inquiry of the Officials concerned, and from the information presently available, all known liabilities of the various Funds were taken up in the books of account as at February 28, 1958 and are reflected in the attached statements. The Deferred Income, shown in Exhibit "A", represents the net proceeds from the sale of banquet tickets for the 1958 Convocation. This money has been deposited in a special temporary account, as noted amongst the assets on this statement.

       Details of the operations of the General Fund for the fiscal year ended February 28, 1958, as shown by the books of account of the Grand Scribe E., are set out in Exhibit "B" and compared with the Budget for the fiscal year under review, as approved by Grand Chapter. The year's operations resulted in a Net Expenditure of $6.53 which was charged against the accumulated General Reserve Account in Exhibit "A".

       As in preceding years, interim examinations were made of the books of account of the Grand Scribe E. and Grand Treasurer and tentative interim reports were submitted under date of August 31, 1957 and November 30, 1957. I have tested the annual returns from the constituent Chapters and I have obtained all of the information and explanations which I have required. My examination included a general records review of the accounting procedures and such tests of the accounting records and other supporting evidence as I deemed necessary under the circumstances.

       In my opinion, the attached Balance Sheet and related statements are properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the financial affairs of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada as at February 28, 1958, and of the results of operations for the year then ended, according to the best of my information and the explanations afforded to me, and as shown by the books of the Grand Chapter.

       All of which is fraternally  submitted,

       J. D. LEWARS, C.A.,

       Auditor.

      

       BALANCE SHEET AS AT FEBRUARY 28, 1958 ASSETS

       Exhibit "A" Current Assets:

       Petty Cash Fund      $    61.46

       Cash in Transient — Genera] Fund    523.34

       — Banquet Account  ....   411.56 Cash in Bank       - General Fund     8,065.91

       - Banquet Account  ....   2,100.00    $11,162.27

       Accounts Receivable — Chapters       624.55

       Less: Reserve for Uncollected

       Accounts     100.00   524.55

       Due from Life Membership Fund —

       Grand Chapter  

       Undipped Bond Coupons  

       Accrued Interest on Investments  

       Investments:

       Dominion of Canada   — 3    %   — 1960

       Dominion of Canada   — 3    %   — 1966

       Province of Ontario   — 23^%   — 1968

       Province of Ontario   — 3    %   -   1977

       H.E.P.C. of Ontario   -  $i/ 2 %   -  1979

       H.E.P.C. of Ontario   - 4    %   - 1974

       Canada Permanent Mtge. —  $i/ 2 %   ~  1 ^ 61

       Toronto General Trusts      — 3%   — 1960

       Less: Unamortized Discount

       Furniture and Fixtures  

       Less: Reserve for Depreciation  

       Grand Chapter — Library  

       Grand Council — Regalia  

       Special Funds:

       The Victory Thanksgiving Benevolent Fund

       The Life Membership Fund

       The Centennial Fund

       The Chapters' Life Membership Fund

       LIABILITIES Current Liabilities:

       Unexpended   Reserve   for  Education   Expenditures    

       Unexpended    Reserve    for    Library    Expenditures    

       Deferred Income — Sale of 1958 Convocation

       Banquet Tickets  

       Reserve for Special Funds  

       General Reserve:

       Balance - March 1, 1957  

       Deduct   — Net Expenditure (Exhibit "B")

      

       GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       COMPARATIVE REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE  ACCOUNT

       REVENUE

       Estimated Revenue        Actual

       Fees         $ 2,900.00 .

       Dues           16,289.00

       Life Membership Dues           2,800.00

       Dispensations and Warrants     150.00

       Interest Earned:

       Investments       $2,792.08

       Bank Deposits     4.40

       $ 2,700.00 Sale of Supplies (Net)  

       Total Revenue         24,839.00

       Total Expenditure         28,040.00

       Estimated Net Expenditure ....        3,201.00 Net Expenditure   

       Revenue

       $ 2,677.00

       16,353.64

       2,697.90

       272.00

       Exhibit "B"

       Balance

       Over*

       or Under

       223.00

       ♦64.64

       102.10

       •122.00

       2,796.48 2,180.40

       26,977.42 26,983.95

       6.53

       ♦96.48 ♦2,180.40

       ♦2,138.42 1,056.05

       3,194.47

       EXPENDITURE

       Balance Estimated   Over #

       Expenditure   Actual Expenditure   or Under Grand Scribe E.:

       Compensation        $ 4,800.00    $4,800.00

       Office Assistant          3,000.00      3,000.00

       Rent             1,380.00      1,380.00

       Miscellaneous       700.00        780.04   # 80.04

       9,880.00   $ 9,960.04

       Foreign Correspondence — Reviewer 300.00   300.00

       Audit Fee     400.00   400.00

       Printing

       Proceedings        $ 1,650.00    $1,658.30   # 8.30

       General           1,200.00        474.55   725.45

       2,850.00   2,132.85

       Travelling

       Grand Z        2,000.00     2,000.00

       General        700.00        740.71   # 40.71

       2.700.00   2,740.71

       Expenses - Executive Committee ....        1,700.00      1,823.90   # 123.90

       Education     125.00   125.00

       Convocation              3,200.00      3.560.06   ♦SeO.Oe

       5,025.00   5,508.96

       Jewels and Engraving     1,000.00   753.85          246.15

       Grant to Masonic Library     125.00   125.00

       Contennial Fund     3,000.00   3,000.00

       Grant to Can. Masonic Res. Assoc.   50.00   50.00

       Chaptets' Life Membership Fund .."   10.00   3.83               6.17

       Purchase of Office Equipment     100.00   70.25            29.75

       Regalia      450.00   485.00            # 35.00

       Testimonial for Grand Z     350.00   350.00

       Liability Insurance      1,800.00   1,103.46          696.54

       Total Expenditure    $28.040.00   $26,983.95     $1,056.05

      

       THE  VICTORY THANKSGIVING BENEVOLENT FUND

      

       CENTENNIAL FUND

       Schedule "3"

       Balance - March 1, 1957     $5,774.97

       Add        — Bond Interest   $   125.00

       — Bank Interest       33.43

       — Transfer from General Fund       3,000.00      3,158.43

       8,933.40 Deduct    — Centennial   Expenditures       1,784.21

       Balance - February 28, 1958    $7,149.19

       ASSETS

       Cash in Bank     3,611.90

       Accrued Interest on Investments     37.29

       Investments

       Toronto  General  Trusts   Corporation —  Si/ 2 % —  1959    1,500.00 Canada Permanent Mortgage   -  $i/ 2 %  - 1958    1,000.00

       Canada Permanent Mortgage   —  Si/ 4 %  — 1958    1,000.00     3.500.00

       "$7,149.19

       THE CHAPTERS' LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND

       Schedule "4"

       Balance - March 1, 1957     $492.06

       Add        - Bank Interest        $10.93

       — Interest Transferred from General Fund         3.83        14.76

       506.82 Deduct   — 1957 Chapter Dues Transferred  to General Fund

       and Credited to the Chapters' Account     40.00

       Balance - February 28,  1958      $466.82

       ASSETS Cash  in   Bank       $466.82

       Moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by M. Ex. Comp. F. W. Dean, that-Resolved—That the Auditor's Report be received and adopted.

      

       April 9th, 1958.

       REPORT OF THE PRINTING COMMITTEE

       To  the Most   Excel lent,  the  (hand  First  Principal,  Officers and Members of the Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Canada.

       Your Committee on Printing has received the expenditures for the year ending February 28th, 1958, and submits the following analysis in support thereof:

       Printing Proceedings and Postage           $1,658.30

       General Printing    474.55

       $2,132.85

       It is respectfully requested that the following monies be placed at the disposal of the Printing Committe for the fiscal year of 1958-59:

       Printing Proceedings and Postage          $2,100.00

       General  Printing      600.00

       Printing for resale — History of Grand Chapter ....   4,000.00

       •Printing for resale     2,200.00

       $8,900.00

       •The cost of this item will be liquidated before the next request for a similar expenditure.

       Fraternally submitted,

       R. EX. COMPS. JAMES C. LEITH, Chairman; GEO. R. SHEARD, BASIL C. DAMUDE.

       Moved by R.  Ex.  Comp.  B. H.  Smith, seconded by R.  Ex. Comp. James C. Leith, that-Resolved—That the report of Printing Committee be received and adopted.

      

       REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INVESTMENTS

       To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Members of the

       Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada

       Your Committee on Investments reports the following:

       GENERAL ACCOUNT

       Dominion of Canada, 3%-6th V.L. June 1, 1960, registered     $20,000.00

       Dominion of Canada, 3%-6th V.L. June 1, 1960, registered     5,000.00

       Dominion of Canada, 3%-9th V.L. Sept 1, 1966, registered     2,500.00

       Province of Ontario,  2y 4 %                  July 15, 1968, registered     4,000.00

       Province of Ontario, 23/ 4 %                 July 15, 1968, registered     2,000.00

       Province of Ontario, 3%                    Oct. 15, 1977, registered     4,000.00

       Hydro Electric Power Commission 3i/£% Oct. 15, 1979, registered     28,000.00

       Hydro Electric Power Commission 4% July 15, 1974, registered     6,000.00

       Canada Permanent Mortgage Corporation  Si/ 2 %  Jan. 15, 1961, bearer   10,000.00

       Toronto General Trusts Corporation 3i/£% Jan. 27, 1960, registered ..   1,500.00

       ""$83,000.00

       VICTORY THANKSGIVING BENEVOLENT FUND

       Dominion of Canada, 3%-9th V.L. Sept. 1, 1966, registered     $16,500.00

       Dominion of Canada, 3%—9th V.L. Sept. 1, 1966, bearer     200.00

       Province of Ontario 3%                 April 15, 1965, registered    9,000.00

       Province of Ontario 3%                     Nov. 1, 1966, registered     3,000.00

       Province of Ontario 2%%                  July 15, 1968, registered     1,000.00

       Province of Ontario 3%                      Nov. 1, 1969, registered     9,000.00

       Province of Ontario 3%                      Oct. 15, 1977, registered     8,000.00

       Hydro Electric Power Commission 4i/£% Nov. 1, 1967, registered    6,500.00

       Hydro Electric Power Commission 3i/£% Oct. 18, 1979, registered    2,000.00

       Toronto General Trusts Corporation  3i/ 2 %  Jan. 27, 1960, registered ..   7,000.00

       "$62,200.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP City of Metropolitan Toronto,  Si/ 2 %,  May 2, 1975, bearer       $25,000.00

       CENTENNIAL FUND Toronto General Trusts Corporation, 3^%, Dec. 1, 1959, registered ..    $1,500.00 Canada Permanent Mortgage Corporation, 3i/£%, May 1 1958,

       registered ....     2,000.00 $3,500.00

       Your Committee on Investments has had a meeting with the Grand Scribe E.

       The assistance and advice given by the members of the Finance Committee, the Grand Scribe E., the Grand Treasurer and Most Excellent Companion Searle, is sincerely appreciated and gratefully acknowledged.

       All of which is fraternally submitted,

       RT. EX. COMP. F. CARL ACKERT,

       Chairman.

       Moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. F. C. Ackert, that-Resolved—That the report of the Investment Committee be received.

      

       REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WARRANTS AND DISPENSATIONS

       To the Most Excellent The Grand First Principal, Officers and Companions of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch  Masons  of Canada

       Your Committee on Warrants and Dispensations is pleased to report that two new Chapters have been instituted and presented with Dispensations during the period 1957-58, namely Quetico Chapter at Atikokan, Ontario, on November 27, 1957. and Centennial Chapter, at Streetsville, Ontario, on February 2, 1958.

       The books and records of Quetico Chapter and Centennial Chapter have been submitted to the Committee prior to the 100th Annual Convocation on April 28, 1958 and have been found in good order, neatly and correctly kept and we recommend that Quetico Chapter be granted a warrant to be numbered 259 on the register of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, and to be placed in Algoma District No. 14; and that Centennial Chapter be granted a warrant to be numbered 260 on the register of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, and be placed in Toronto West District No. 8A.

       We note with pleasure that Tyrian Chapter No. 258 which was recommended for Warrant by last year's Committee and approved by Grand Chapter, has been dedicated by our Most Excellent Grand First Principal on June 4, 1957.

       We are confident that there is room and opportunity for many more Chapters to be instituted within our Grand Jurisdiction and that they could render a great assistance to the better understanding and practice of our Masonic heritage.

       We offer our very best wishes for the prosperity and success of these most recently formed Chapters and that their future may be bright with success and fruitful companionship.

       Fraternally submitted,

       R. F. Fraser

       H. A. F. Schytte

       H. T. Beaton

       J. W. Crich

       C. M. Pitts   (Chairman)

       It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by M. Ex. Comp. C. M. Pitts, and—

       Resolved—That the report of the Committee on Warrants be received and adopted.

       REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE GRAND Z's ADDRESS

       To the Most Excellent Grand First Principal, Officers and Members of The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada

       A century ago, building as free men and with faith in the future despite the uncertainties of their time, a small group of men founded our Grand Chapter and helped to build Canada's future. They founded a structure that has stood firm against outward pressures and inner stresses of dissension. The men of that group were yesterday's men of to-morrow. To-day our Grand Chapter, looking back on the achievement of a hundred years, moves forward to a new century in which to produce a record greater than that of the past.

       Your Committee has pleasure in reporting upon the informative address of our Grand First Principal, Most Excellent Companion M. A. Searle, in which he includes excellent excerpts from previous anniversaries and graphically presents a picture of the past years' activities. He has been most gracious in the use of his time and talents giving proof of his seriousness of purpose to further the best interests of our Order.

       When ancient institutions are challenged and traditional ideals attacked, when unforeseen problems must be met and new frontiers must be conquered, we can only flounder blindly, aimlessly, without a standard to measure against or a star to guide us. We agree with him that in the working philosophy of Royal Arch Masonry we can find the essential sense of direction.

      

       Your Committee joins with our Grand First Principal in his warm welcome to our Grand Master, our Deputy Grand Master, and our Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, and to all our guests who have honoured us by accepting his invitation. To those from England, Scotland and Australia, from our own Canadian and Sister Jurisdictions, and from the United States of America, we express the hope that the spirit of amity and international good will existing to-day between us will be strengthened with the passing years and continue unbroken and unchallenged.

       We are in sympathetic accord with our Grand Z. in paying tribute to those who, having served Royal Arch Masonry, have passed on and we deplore with him the loss of so many distinguished Companions.

       The official visits of our Grand First Principal have been extensive and the results of these visits will be visible during the years to come. It must be that all the Companions of our Chapters who have heard him have been impressed by his anxiety for greater efforts on the part of us all.

       Your Committee is of the opinion that the honours conferred on Most Excellent Companion Searle have been well deserved.

       Your Committee concurs in the appointment of Grand Representatives as reported by our Grand Z. and asks Grand Chapter to adopt his recommendations.

       We join in his tribute to our Senior Companions who have been recognized as "Veterans in Masonry" by the presentation of membership jewels and we congratulate the recipients of these jewels.

       Our Masonic world of to-day has its own men of to-morrow, who, as Freemasons, have a clear concept of the kind of creature man is intended to become. In giving primacy to the spiritual and the human values of life, Royal Arch Masonry, with its admission selective, places a premium on volition as a dominant element in blending all those concepts for good which are invariably found in voluntary association.

       This is emphasized in the report of our Grand Z. by his approval of the work of the Royal Arch Masons Welfare Committee of Toronto, which meets with our approval, and his praise for the practical efforts of these Companions earns our applause. Once again we commend the activities of this Committee to the attention of all of our Districts. As further evidence of his desire for action on our part, and to commemorate in some tangible manner the One Hundredth Anniversary of this Grand Chapter, our Grand First Principal recommends that the sum of Fifteen Hundred Dollars be set aside as bursaries of Three Hundred Dollars each to five Universities to assist deserving senior matriculants to enter University as first year students. We concur in this recommendation and submit same to Grand Chapter for approval. We suggest that discussion be held with the officials of these Universities to secure the best practical method of selection.

       We note with interest the remarks of our Grand Z. on the ever difficult topic of membership and his appeal should be considered by every Chapter in our Jurisdiction. Loss by dimit and suspension may be detected by a lessening in attendance and a decrease in attendance may be traced to lack of interest. Your Committee is of the opinion that a combined study at the Grand Chapter, District and Chapter level might result in developing some method or plan to create interest at the Chapter level in an attempt to follow the suggestions of our Grand Z.

       We share in the pleasure of our Grand First Principal in the formation of two new Chapters at Atikokan and Streetsville. We tender thanks to the enthusiastic Royal Arch Masons who were responsible for these Chapters and wish them every success.

       The dispensations granted by Most Excellent Companion Searle appear to be in order and, subject to the powers conferred on the Grand Z., are confirmed. We concur in his recommendation that Past Rank be granted to the First Principal of Minnewawa Chapter who was prevented by illness from serving his full term of office.

       Your Committee joins with our Grand First Principal in anticipating the completion and publication of the history of our Grand Chapter and approves of his  tribute  to  Most  Excellent  Companion  Conover,  who  has  been  mainly

      

       responsible   for   the   preparation   and   compilation   of   the   material   for   this historv.

       Proper  tribute  has been paid to the General Chairman of this Centenary Convocation and to all who assisted as Committee Chairmen and members in preparation therefor.

       \s we congratulate out (.rand First Principal on the presentation of an address which is interesting, instructive and inspirational, we commend him for his leadership ami devoted efforts to hold high the banner of Royal Arch Masonrv. We are aware that beneath the inviting facade of an ideological Utopian  state  is a stark negation of the integrity and dignity of man as an individual aiul a denial of the Clod who created him. But against this, our organization has stood and will stand the test demanding perseverance, vigilance and courage built upon faith in unlimited human advancement which leads endlessly forward and upward. We know that upon our common progress, upon our individual and just purposes, depend the peace and harmony of the free world and the welfare of mankind.

       We can best interpret the thoughts of those pioneers of the past and express our hopes for the future by quoting from John Ruskin, "When we build, let us think that we build forever. Let it not be for the present delight, nor for present use alone, let it be such work as our descendants will thank us for; and let us think, as we lay stone on stone, that a time is to come when those stones will be held sacred because our hands have touched them, and that men will say as they look upon the labour and wrought substances of them, 'See! This our fathers did for us' ". Fraternally submitted,

       John  M. Burden, Chairman.

       R. V. Conover

       C. M. Pitts

       A. G. Bradshaw

       J. A. M. Taylor

       J. L. House

       F. W. Dean It was moved by M. Ex. Comp. J. M. Burden, seconded by M. Ex. Comp. C. M. Pitt, and-

       Resolved—That the report of the Committee on the Grand Z's address be received and adopted.

       REPORT OF THE GRAND HISTORIAN

       Most Excellent Sir and Companions:

       I am gratified to report that the history of Royal Arch Masonry in this jurisdiction will be available for publication after the close of this Grand Chapter. The final chapter will deal with the centennial convocation.

       It will consist of approximately 200 pages and will include several appendixes. The appendixes will be: Roll of the lodges at the time of the Kingston Convention; two lists of early marks; printed copy of the Jarvis Warrant; the Reproduction of the minutes of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Upper Canada 1817-1846, and a Roll of all warrants issued by this Grand Chapter.

       It will be illustrated with reproduction photographs of all Grand First Principals, Honourary Past Grand First Principals, Grand Scribes E. and the present Council. It will also have as illustrations a chart in colour of a Chapter room in England and Canada 1859, a duplicate reproduction of the Jarvis Warrant, Warrant no. 2 issued by Grand Chapter Royal Arch Upper Canada and reproductions of warrants no. 1 and 260, the first and last warrants of this Grand Chapter.

       M. E. Sir your generous praise of this work is deeply appreciated. I trust that the companions of this jurisdiction will receive a portion of the knowledge and pleasure that has accrued to your Grand Historian in the preparation of this history. Respectfully and fraternally submitted,

       R. V. CONOVER

      

       It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Conover, and—

       Resolved—That the report of the Grand Historian be received and adopted.

       GRAND HISTORIAN ELECTED

       Moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. C. W. Emmett, and—

       Resolved—That M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Conover be elected Grand Historian.

       REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS

       The Most Excellent, The Grand First Principal, Officers and Companions of the

       Grand Chapter of Canada Greetings:

       During  the  past  year   there  have  not  been   any  grievances  and   appeals

       brought to our attention. Therefore, your Committee on Grievances and Appeals

       has  great   pleasure   in   reporting   that  in   this   our  Centennial   year  harmony

       appears to prevail throughout this Grand Jurisdiction.

       Respectfully submitted,

       R. V. Conover

       John M. Burden

       A. G. N. Bradshaw, Chairman.

       It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by M. Ex. Comp. A. G. N. Bradshaw, and—

       Resolved—That the report of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals be received and adopted.

       REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BENEVOLENCE

       To the Most Excellent Grand "Z", Officers and Members of The Grand Chapter

       Royal Arch Masons of Canada Most Excellent Grand  "Z"  and Companions:

       Your Committee on Benevolence has considered the Applications for Relief and we recommend that an appropriation be made in the Estimates for the coming Grand Chapter year for Grants to the following:

       $1,500.00

       We further recommend that an amount of $600.00 be provided for Interim Relief, if it be needed before the next Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter.

       Fraternally submitted,

       D. C. Patmore

       R. N. McElhinney

       F. W. Dean,  Chairman.

       It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by M. Ex. Comp. F. W. Dean, and—

       Resolved—That the Report of the Committee on Benevolence be received and adopted.

      

       COMMITTEE ON BENEVOLENCE

       Moved b\ R. Ex. Comp. B. 11. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. C. W. Emmett, and—

       The following Companions comprise the Committee on Benevolence and are members «>i the Executive Committee of  (.rand  Chapter for the respective years:

       R. Ex. Comp.  R. N.  McElhinney. retires 1961.

       M. Ex. Comp.  1 . \\ . Dean,  retires  in 1959.

       R. Ex. Comp. D. C. Patmore, retires in  1960.

       REPORT OF COMMITTEE FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL

       To The Most Excellent,  The Grand Zerubbabel, Officers and Members of The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada Most Excellent Sir and Companions:

       The report of the committee on awards for the Distinguished Service Medal is very brief.

       A preliminary application was presented. It was returned to the applicant chapter with the request that additional information be supplied. Respectfully and fraternally submitted,

       R. V. CONOVER, P.G.Z., Chairman. It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Conover, and—

       Resolved—That the Report on Award for the Distinguished Service Medal be received.

       COMMITTEE ON AWARDS FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL

       The following Companions comprise the Committee on Awards for the Distinguished Service Medal, for Grand Chapter for their respective terms:

       M. EX. COMP. R. V. CONOVER, 1959, Chairman M. EX. COMP. J. M. BURDEN, 1961. M. EX. COMP. C. M. PITTS, 1960.

       REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND INSTRUCTION

       To The Most Excellent Grand First Principal, Oficers and Members of Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada

       Your Committee on Education and Instruction beg to report as follows:

       During the year the only business placed before the Committee were a number of suggested changes in the Manual of Instruction, which had been brought to the attention of the Grand Lecturer. These items were dealt with at an Advisory Committee and several changes were approved. The Grand Z has already authorized a reprint of this Manual.

       All of which is fraternally submitted.

       M. Ex. Comp. John M. Burden

       M. Ex. Comp. R. V. Conover

       M. Ex. Comp. Fred W. Dean

       M. Ex. Comp. C. M. Pitts

       M. Ex. Comp. A. G. N. Bradshaw

       M. Ex. Comp. M. S. Gooderham

       M. Ex. Comp. M. A. Searle

       R.   Ex. Comp. Reg. J. Lewis

       John A. M. Taylor, Chairman.

       It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by M. Ex. Comp. J. A. M. Taylor, and—

       Resolved—That the Report on Education and Instruction be received and adopted.

      

       REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CONDITION OF   CAPITULAR   MASONRY   1957-8

       To The Most Excellent, The Grand First Principal, Officers and Members of The  Grand   Chapter  of  Royal  Arch   Masons   of   Canada

       Most Excellent Sir and Companions:

       In deference to the fact that, in this Centennial Year, there are other Reports that will, of necessity, be of considerable length, such as a resume of our history and achievements during the past century, your Committee on the Condition of Capitular Masonry considers it advisable to make its report as brief as possible. Moreover, as we look over our Annual Reports for some years past, we find the same suggestions and advice have been frequently repeated without having had any great effect, according to the report of the similar committee for the following years. This leads us to suggest that reports carefully and painstakingly prepared are not reaching the hands of the great majority of our Companions. Therefore, your committee recommends that, as we start the new Century, efforts be made by the officers in each of our Chapters to arrange that the Annual Reports of Grand Chapter be made available to our Companions and  that  the latter should be encouraged  to read  them.

       As in past years we have reason to be grateful to the Most High for the splendid leadership that we have been so fortunate as to enjoy, from that given by the Grand First Principal, his Second and Third Principals, the Members of Grand Council, Grand Scribe E., the District Superintendents to the officers of the various Chapters.

       From the Grand Z's address and the reports of his representatives in the various Districts you will learn of, and marvel at, the great number of visits he has made, the addresses he has given, the various dedications, consecrations and presentations in which he has taken part throughout the entire jurisdiction. In particular we wish to refer to the message he has sent to all Chapters at the beginning of the year, a message that has been instrumental in creating fresh and beneficial enthusiasm for the welfare of Chapter Masonry.

       The reports of the District Superintendents show that they have been worthy representatives of the Grand First Principal, that the number of fraternal visits indicated a pleasing increase, that the usual anniversaries, International Nights, presentations of Jewels, etc., have been well and worthily observed. As in all reports in recent years, we note that Degree Work of the highest quality is being done in practically every Chapter. DIVINE SERVICES both for District and for Individual Chapters have been well attended. Chapters of Instruction in every District have done much to maintain uniformity and keep Degree work at a high level. Your committee feels that in many chapters there is not sufficient time and emphasis given to Educational addresses and discussions.

       Attendance at Chapter meetings shows a slight increase, but on the whole it is still considerably below that which we should obtain for the welfare of the chapter and the benefit of its members. If your Chapter is one that should be concerned about this matter, you may receive considerable help from a careful study of the Christmas address of our Grand Z, and from the reports of the District Superintendents.

       In reporting on membership we can do little more than to refer you to the analysis of the situation made by last year's committee. It is a problem that is faced by many Chapters today and one that will not solve itself, but which requires continuous, concerted effort on the part of ALL chapter Companions.

       There is a slight increase in membership of 56. Admissions have reached a five-year low. Demits at 242 are a five-year high. Suspensions, we are pleased to report, are lower than for some years, 150 for the jurisdiction. We regret to report deaths  (536) at a five-year high.

       The decrease in Life Membership is continuing at about the same rate as in recent years. This is a problem that has been created by the policy of our

      

       Grand  Jurisdiction   in   the  distant   past,   and.  despite   the   thought   and  efforts of our leaders in recent years, no satisfactory  solution has yet been found.

       Again we feel that we should bear  tribute  to the faithfulness and efficiency of the Scribes Ezra. Their devotion to Capitular Masonry is now, as it has been through the years, a great factor in the maintenance of those high traditions of "friendship,  unity,  zeal, and purity of heart" that should characterize all who have been exalted to this supreme degree.

       We feel that we should not conclude our report on this great Anniversary occasion without a brief reference to our past. Other reports will give you  statistics as to our material gains during the century; we would like to bear witness to achievements in the realm of the intangibles. Our minds are filled with gratitude, pride, and amazement as we contemplate the great contribution to the welfare of society and the real wealth of our Canadian people which has been made by succeeding generations of Royal Arch Masons as they passed their hour upon the stage of History. When we consider a body of men who adore their Great Creator, who have founded their lives and actions upon His revealed Will and Word in the Volume of the Sacred Law, a society of men who love Honour and Virtue, Truth and Justice, men whose hearts beat strongly with the love of Freedom and the social political and moral welfare of their fellow-men, it requires little imagination to assess their influence upon the forces that have created a Canada that stands highly respected and a great influence for Peace and Righteousness in the troubled world of today. Thus, as we face a new century ushered in amid the doubts and dangers, the uncertainties and insecurity of the Atomic age, may we go forth courageously in the sure belief that, by spreading Light and Knowledge among the less-informed brethen, we may travel onward and upward to those vast tablelands of Peace and Happiness to which our God Himself is Sun and Moon. Respectfully and fraternally submitted by,

       Rt. Ex. Comps. B. S. Scott, Chairman, D. Harcus, L. A. Gilkinson, P. L. Lalonde, J. A. Atkinson, J. W. Frey, W. H. Meldrum. It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. B. S. Scott, and—

       Resolved—That the report of the Special Committee on Condition of Capitular Masonry be received and adopted.

       Grand Chapter was called off at 12.30 p.m. for Luncheon in the Crystal Ball Room, the Special Speaker being M. Ex. Comp. Rev. D. C. Mackenzie, Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of New Brunswick.

       His address was appreciated by all, the subject being one well known to Royal Arch  Masons, taken  from  the Bible and applied to our every day life.

       After the close of the Luncheon, the Reverend Grand Z. was greeted by nearly all present and thanked for his impressive address.

       GRAND  CHAPTER WAS  CALLED  ON AT  2.20  P.M. SCRUTINEERS   OBLIGATED

       Most Ex. Comp. John L. House obligated the Scrutineers as to faithfully performing the duties of this office.

      

       REPORT  OF THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE

       To The Most Excellent, The Grand  Z,  Officers and Companions of  The Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Canada

       The Committee on Finance submits herewith its report for the year ending  February  28th,   1958.

       The reports of the Grand Treasurer, the Auditor and the Grand Scribe E. for the year ending February 28th, 1958, have been reviewed by the members of this Committee, and these reports are now being submitted to this Grand body   for  consideration.

       We find these reports fully and accurately set out in detail all transactions pertaining to the financial position of this Grand Chapter for the fiscal year. All items of receipts and disbursements in respect to the General Fund, the Victory Thanksgiving Benevolent Fund, the Centennial Fund, the Grand Chapter Life Membership Fund and the Chapters' Life Membership Fund are properly detailed, and these reports contain complete schedules of  the securities  in  which   these funds are now invested.

       Exhibit "A" is a balance sheet showing all assets and liabilities of the Grand Chapter. It includes the funds which are entrusted to, and over which the Grand Chapter has any control.

       It will be noted that a rather substantial amount of $624.55 is owing to Grand Chapter by the constituent chapters. This amount is on the increase over the past two years and by comparison is $125.00 greater than for 1957. We still feel we must urge the constituent chapters to make their remittances more promptly.

       There is an amount of $162.49 due from the Life Membership Fund and your Finance Committee recommends for your approval that this amount be   transferred   to   the  General  Fund.

       Among the liabilities you will note that there is an unexpended reserve of $1,170.15. This is made up of $100.00 set up for accounts payable for which bills have not been received, and $1,070.15 an appropriation set aside for Masonic Education. While we estimate we will require $125.00 for Masonic Education during 1958, we are not including it in our estimates, since there is sufficient set up in this reserve.

       The item of deferred income of $2,511.56 is self explanatory, since it was received from the advance sale of 1958 Convocation Banquet tickets and has been  placed in a separate account.

       The details of the receipts and expenditures of the Victory Thanksgiving Benevolent Fund, the Life Membership Fund, the Centennial Fund and the Chapters' Life Membership Fund are set out in Schedules 1, 2, 3 and 4.  You will note that the income account of the Victory Thanksgiving Benevolent Fund has increased by $655.13, composed of donations of $51.20 and unspent accrued interest of $603.93.   ,

       The Centennial Fund has a balance of $7,149.19. Our estimate of the extra expenditures for the Centennial Convocation is $12,500.00 and we recommend that an amount sufficient to meet the over expenditures of approximately $5,400.00 be transferred from our investments to the General Fund and that the Centennial Fund be closed out.

       The comparative Revenue and Expenditure Account marked Exhibit "B" indicates that our revenue of $26,977.42 was $2,138.42 greater than budgeted, due to $2,180.40 from net sales of supplies to Constituent Chapters.  Our expenditures at $26,983.95 were $1,056.05 less than budgeted, mainly due  to a lower expenditure for general printing, Jewels and engraving and a reduction in our liability insurance of $696.54. The year's operations resulted in a  net deficit of $6.53.

       Our securities have been examined and certified by our Auditor. They are held in the place and custody authorized by Grand Chapter. The par value covering all  securities  is   the  same  as  in   1957  —  $173,700.00.

       The office assistant to our Grand Scribe E. has given good and faithful service,   and  having  in   mind  secretarial  salaries  and   adequate  compensation,

      

       this Committee recommends thai her salary be increased from $3,000.00 to $3,120.00 per year.

       We commend the  Printing  Committee for again being successful in holding

       the tost of  printing  the Proceedings to an amount equal to the budge! and for keeping  the genera]  printing to $725.45  below  budget.    It  is anticipated,

       however, that the  printing  of our Centennial Proceedings will require an increase  of $450.00 to $2,100.00 and  (hat  General  Printing  will be $600.00 less than budgeted lor 1957. We also recommend lor your approval that the estimated  expenditure of $2,200.00 printing for supplies to Constituent Chapters be    included    in   the   budget.

       Our (.rand /.. is to be congratulated for the tremendous amount of personal time and effort that he has contributed in visiting the  districts  of this Jurisdiction on behalf of Royal Arch Masonry and our Centennial Year. Since he does not contemplate as extensive  visitations  in 1958 the budget has been reduced from $2,000 to $1,500. The general expense will, however, remain at  $700,  the same as budgeted  for  1957.

       We estimate that the total cost of our Centennial Convocation will be $16,000 and have included a normal amount of $3,500 in the budget with balance of SI2.500 being a special expenditure for 1958 for which we have $7,149.19 in the Centennial Fund. We recommend that the balance of approximated $5,400 be transferred from our investments to the General Fund.

       The expense of the Executive Committee due to our Centennial Convocation has been increased from $1,800 for  1957  to $2,900 for  1958.

       We also draw to your attention that our liability insurance is up for renewal and that the three year premium is $4,087.40. This amount, however, will be returned to Grand Chapter by the Constituent Chapters during this  period.

       Our Archive Committee under the direction of Grand Chapter have been successful in collecting a number of valuable items and will require funds which we estimated at $200 for operation including facilities for the safe keeping of  these  historic items.

       Since this is our Centennial Year it is timely that the History of our Grand Chapter should be completed and it is estimated that $4,000 included in Printing estimates will be required and for which we estimate we will receive S2.000 from the sale of copies to Companions of Constituent Chapters.

       The following is our estimate of Revenue and Expenditures for the year ending February 28th,  1959.

       REVENUE   AND   EXPENDITURES For  Fiscal   Year   Ending   February   28,   1959 REVENUE

       Registration   Fees       $ 2,800.00

       Dues  per  Capita       16,300.00

       Life   Membership   Dues       2,550.00

       Dispensations   and   Warrants       150.00

       Interest on Investments and Funds on deposit     2,500.00

       Receipts    from    sale    of    supplies    to    Constituent

       Chapters         $2,200.00

       Receipts from sale of History of Grand Chapter 1958      2,000.00        4,200.00

       $28,500.00

       EXPENDITURES

       Grand Scribe E. Compensation       1,800.00

       Secretarial           3.120.00

       Telephone, Postage and  Miscellaneous     700.00

       Rent            1,380.00

       Foreign  Correspondence     300.00

       Printing   Proceedings            2.100.00

       Printing of supplies for sale to Constituent  Chapters      2.200.00

      

       General    Printing       600.00

       Printing History of Grand  Chapter      4,000.00        8,900.00

       Travelling   —   Grand   Z    1,500.00

       General   Expense       700.00        2,200.00

       Audit   Fee       400.00

       Expense  of  Convocation       3,500.00

       Executive   Committee        1,800.00

       Supplementary   Expense   Executive   Committee   due

       to Centennial Convocation      1,100.00

       Education       _

                 6,400.00

       Jewels  and  Engraving       1,000.00

       Grant  to  Masonic  Library      125.00

       Grant   to   Canadian   Masonic   Research   Association   50.00

       Chapters' Life  Membership Fund      10.00

       * Liability  Insurance  —  3  year  premium       4,087.40

       Archives  Committee       200.00        5,472.40

       $33,672.40

       * It will be seen from the foregoing estimates that we are budgeting for a deficit of $5,172.40, of which $2,725.00 is two years' prepaid liability insurance for the Constituent Chapters and will be returned to Grand Chapter through dues during the next two years. Another $2,000.00 is the difference between the estimated $4,000.00 for printing the History of Grand Chapter and  the amount expected from  the sale of the History.

       Estimate of extra expenses for Centennial Convocation   $12,500.00

       Amount in Centennial Fund     7,149.19

       Centennial Fund Deficit      $ 5,350.81

       It is recommended by your Finance Committee for your approval that $10,500 be transferred from our investments to the General Fund to meet these   expenses.

       All of this is fraternally and respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee.

       J.  E.  GIRVEN,

       Chairman,    Finance    Committee.

       It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. J.  E.  Girven,  and—

       Resolved—That the report of the Committee on Finance be received and  adopted.

       MOTIONS  RE  HONOURARY  MEMBERSHIP

       Moved by Most Ex. Comp. John M. Burden and seconded by Most Ex. Comp. R. V. Conover that the provisions of Sections 87 and 88 of the Constitution of Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada be waived to permit presentation  to Grand Chapter of the following resolutions:—

       1.  That this Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada confer upon Most Excellent Companion The Right Honourable the Earl of Galloway, First Grand Principal Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, the Honourary rank of a Past Grand First Principal.

       2.  That this Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada confer upon Most Excellent Companion Cecil S. Field, Third Grand Principal Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, the Honourary rank of a Past Grand Third Principal.

       3.  That this Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada confer upon Right Excellent Companion William A. Laird, Grand Scribe E. Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, the Honourary rank of a Past Grand Scribe E.

      

       4.  That this Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada confer upon Ex. Comp. Sir George Boag, Past  (.rand  Superintendent, Madras, and President. Committee of General Purposes ol Supreme (.rand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons   of   England,   the    Hoiuunaiv     rank   of   a   Past    (.rand    Superintendent.

       5.  That this  (.rand  Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada confer upon Eminent Companion \\ . H. Sweeting. Past Grand Principal Sojourner of The Supreme (.rand Chapter of Victoria, Australia, the Honourary rank of a Past Grand  Principal  Sojourner.

       Carried   Unanimously. Permission   granted,   it   was   then   moved   hy   Most   Ex.   Comp.   John   M. Burden   and   seconded   by   Most   Ex.  Comp.   F.   W.  Dean,

       1.  That the Honourary rank of a Past Grand First Principal of  the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada be conferred upon Most Excellent   Companion   the   Earl   of  Galloway.

       2.  That the Honourary rank of a Past Grand Third Principal of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada be conferred upon Most Excellent Companion Cecil S. Field.

       3.  That the Honourary rank of a Past Grand Scribe E. of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada be conferred upon Right Excellent Companion   William  A.   Laird.

       4.  That the Honourary rank of a Past Grand Superintendent of  the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada be conferred upon Ex. Comp. Sir George  Boag.

       5.  That the Honourary rank of a Past Grand Principal Sojourner of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada be conferred upon Eminent Companion  W.  H. Sweeting.

       Carried   Unanimously.

       PRELIMINARY  REPORT   ARCHIVES   COMMITTEE

       Most Excellent Sir and Companions:

       Your Committee can do little more at this time than report that some progress has been made during the year, since we were placed by Grand Chapter in the rather unenviable position in which the Israelites of old were placed by Pharaoh — that of making bricks without straw — the straw  in this  case being any funds with which to work. However, the year has  not been entirely fruitless.

       Through the interest and active help of R. Ex. Comp. Dr. L. N. Armstrong of Kingston, your Committee had the privilege of examining the Roll Book of Ancient Frontenac and Cataraqui Chapter, No. 1, of Kingston, which covers the entire lifetime of this ancient and historic Chapter; and is complete in showing the changes and mergers which have occurred during that time. Films were made of many of the most interesting pages, which show the names of many of the outstanding Freemasons in the earlier days of the Craft  in   this  Province.

       Among the interesting names shown was that of John Alexander MacDonald, later called a "father of Confederation" and the first Prime Minister of a united Canada. "He  builded  better  than  he knew."

       Other names in this valuable book will doubtless be used on later occasions, as we delve into the story of those early and formative years. To R. Ex. Comp. Armstrong and the Officers of this old Chapter your Committee  extends   its  sincere   thanks.

       Your Chairman also had the privilege, through the co-operation and goodwill of R. Ex. Comp. Dr. C. J. Baxendale, of inspecting the papers and booklets preserved by the Georgian Chapter, No. 56, of Owen Sound. Much of this matter, too, will possibly be used in future researches, and to R. Ex. Comp. Dr. Baxendale, also, we say "thanks.

       Also, through the courtesy of R. Ex. Comp. P. A. Coates, your Chairman was privileged to examine the large collection of documents and periodicals and booklets held by Tuscan Royal Arch Chapter, No. 95, of Sudbury. Much valuable information is available here for use in the future.

      

       It is interesting to see how migrating Royal Arch Masons from the older sections of Ontario, with the love of the Order in their hearts, carry the seed with them and plant it firmly in the virgin soil in which they settle, bringing forth fruit — some thirty-fold, some sixty and some an hundred.

       For possible future use of your Committee are documents and records made available through the courtesy of R. Ex. Comp. Charles H. Sheppard of Mount Nebo Chapter, No. 76, Niagara Falls. These have not yet been examined,   as  we  were   not   in   a   position   to   make   use   of   them   at   present.

    

  
    
       If Grand Chapter is to have a worthy collection of the records of the past, which are to be available for reference when needed, adequate storage facilities must be provided. This should include, as stated previously, availability — protection from fire — protection from moisture, a destructive foe to old documents and books — and sufficiently large to accommodate possible future needs. What this need may be depends in a large measure upon the extent to which Grand Chapter wishes your Committee to function in its search for an accumulation of the records of the earlier days of Royal Arch Masonry in this Jurisdiction; and in the Canada of those earlier years. It should ever be borne in mind that documents and booklets which to us may seem without great value, may be of inestimable value to students of a future era; even as those which our predecessors  preserved  are found so  interesting  to us  today.

       There are also many valuable books of various kinds on Freemasonry in general, now held by private owners who fear what might happen to these valuables in case of their own sudden demise, and who would probably be very happy to donate them to some dependable Masonic Body with the vision and the facilities to take care of them.

       Your Committee feel that it would be unwise for Grand Chapter to be niggardly in the amount to be set aside for this work. Possibly not a great deal of money, viewed by today's estimate of the value of money, would be required; but the effectiveness of your Committee's work will, to a large extent, be governed by the resources placed at the disposal of the Committee. This is in no sense a plea for money; this Committee has been set up by Grand Chapter, and it remains for Grand Chapter to say as to the extent to which it wishes the Committee to function in the days to come.

       §   R. Ex. Comp. Dr.   L.   Noble   Armstrong.

       R. Ex. Comp. Dr. C. B. Parker. R. Ex. Comp. F.  J.  Johnson. M. Ex. Comp. R.   V.   Conover. R. Ex. Comp. W.  J.  Shaw  —  Chairman. It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. W. J. Shaw,  and -

       Resolved — that the report of the Committee on Archives be received and  adopted.

       REPORT   OF   THE   COMMITTEE   ON   THE FRATERNAL DEAD

       To  The Most Excellent  Grand First Principal,  Officers and Members  of  The

       Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada Most Excellent Sir and Companions:

       As we share the inexpressible fraternity of this One Hundredth Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, we are conscious of being compassed about by a great cloud of Witnesses — those Companions who have passed beyond our visible sight into the joy and felicity of the Grand Chapter Above. Having mastered the art of living here, they accepted by faith and with courage, the final summons of the Great Architect of the Universe, to pass through the Valley of the shadow of Death, into the Life Immortal and into the Light Ineffable.

       It is not given to us to appraise accurately the life and character of those known so intimately to us. Robert Browning's words are a corrective to our human judgments and even  to our glowing tributes:

      

       "All I could ever be,

       All.   men   ignored   in   me, This I was worth  to God, Whose   wheel    the    pitcher   shaped." It   is   given   to   us.   however,   to   record   our   appreciation   and   express   our fraternal   affection   for   those  who  have   lived   their   life   with   a  deep  sense  of mission.    This,   we   believe,   our   Companions   of  other   days   have   done.   In   so doing,   they   have   bequeathed   to   us   cherished   and   enriching   memories,   that shall   remain   verdant,   and   continue   to  be  a   font  of  inspiration   for  years   to come.

       In paving  tribute  to our departed Companions, we are challenged on the one hand, to make their final triumph complete, and on the other hand, we are prompted to give verbal confirmation of our belief in the future life and the immortality of the Soul.

       Writing  of those whose faith rested in the Eternal God, an ancient Scribe in the Volume of the Sacred Law, left this record: "Apart from us they cannot be made perfect." How true of our departed Companions. Their completion in the Celestial Grand Chapter, in a very real measure, depends on us. We can fulfill  their  Masonic  Faith  — which is faith in God — or we can barter away the heritage they have accumulated through patient toil, devotion to duty and fidelity in adhering to those principles upon which Masonry is founded, and from which its existence and influence derives its life and power for good. Their perfection waits upon our fidelity. From the dais of the Grand Chapter Above,  they speak to us:

       "To   you   from   falling   hands   we   throw The   torch;   be   yours   to   hold   it   high." We   must   not   break   faith   with   them,   for  "Apart   from   us   they  cannot be made perfect."

       In affirming our belief in Immortality, we join voice with the poets, philosophers and men of faith in every generation. They affirmed their belief in Immortality, not because it could be demonstrated scientifically, but because it seemed to them that the very rationality of the world and the immutable laws of nature required it. Reason insists that our life here is but a prelude to a richer and fuller life hereafter. When we add "faith" to "reason", there comes an inner assurance, that withstands all the assaults of doubt; and an invincible courage which enables us to face the future unafraid.

       The voice of Socrates, the great Athenian Philosopher and Apostle of Virtue, speaks to us through twenty-three centuries:

       "Let a man be of good cheer about his soul," he said, "if only it be arrayed in the proper jewels — in temperance and justice, nobility and truth. Thus adorned it will be ready, when the hour comes, to start on its journey to the other world. And there it will dwell in mansions far fairer than here; it will     be     like     going     from     captivity     to     home."

       This  is  akin   to  our   Masonic  faith   and  belief   that  death  shall   not  end this pilgrimage  forever,  but open   the door  into  the  larger life of  the Spirit and into the wonders and unending joys of immortal living. "Not   spilt  like  water on   the ground Not   wrapped   in   dreamless   sleep   profound, Not wandering in unknown despair Beyond Thy voice, Thy arm, Thy care, Not left to die like fallen tree, Not  dead   but    living   unto  Thee." This   belief   in   immortality,   and   a   life   beyond   the   incident   of   death, justifies   all   our   efforts   as   Masons   toward   improvement   in   dailv    living    and holding   to   lofty   standards   of  conduct   and   relationship.   We   glow   with   the hope of a far-off land of completion. God  the Architect of the soul, designed it  to  last  for eternity.

      

       It is said that when Columbus, drawing near to the unknown continent, saw leaves and branches floating in the sea, he knew, although he could not see that continent, that he was drawing near to another world.

       So it is in the deep longing of his heart and in the inevitable incompleteness of this life, the soul of man sees intimations, floating messengers, as it were, which help him to believe that beyond the "narrow sea of time", there is a land, where infinite day excludes the night, and where the Eternal God Omnipotent reigns forever.

       In this Centennial Year of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, we remember with thanksgiving our departed Companions, who surround us to this and all our days.

       How relevant are the lines of Hugh Robert Orr: "They are not gone who pass

       Beyond the clasp of hand,

       They are but come so close

       We need not grope with hands,

       Nor look to see, nor try

       To catch the sound of feet.

       They have but put off their shoes

       Softly to walk by day

       Within our Thoughts, to tread

       at night our dream-led paths

       Of sleep.

       They are not lost who find

       The sunset gate, the goal

       Of all their faithful years.

       Not lost are they who reach

       The summit of their climb,

       The peak above the clouds

       And storms. They are not lost

       Who find the light of sun

       And stars and God." Most Excellent Sir and Companions during the Year 1957 there were 536 Companions   of   this   Grand   Jurisdiction   who   fulfilled   their  earthly   Mission and were called to the Celestial Grand Chapter, including the following 33 of Grand Chapter rank: CHAPTER:

       2.  V. Ex. Comp. B. B. Hodge

       3.  R. Ex. Comp. J. A. Elgie

       5. & 238 & 247 R. Ex. Comp. H. E. Livermore

       5. R. Ex. Comp. A. J. Elson

       8. V. Ex. Comp. C. H. B. Johnson

       22.  R. Ex. Comp. E. A. Cook

       23.  R. Ex. Comp. C. F. Misner 30. V. Ex. Comp. G. MacVicar 40. V. Ex. Comp. J. T. Powers 48. R. Ex. Comp. W. S. Cooper

       57. & 167 & 232 R. Ex. Comp. A. E. Langman 61. R. Ex. Comp. G. L. Comba 61. V. Ex. Comp. W. C. Pollock 67. R. Ex. Comp. R. C. Barton

       77.  V. Ex. Comp. J. T. Gilchrist

       78.  V. Ex. Comp. G. Portice

       83. R. Ex. Comp. T. S. Parkinson 103. R. Ex. Comp. F. C. Foster 117. R. Ex. Comp. G. DeKleinhaus 132. V. Ex. Comp. W. Beckstead 140. R. Ex. Comp. G. A. Grant 140. V. Ex. Comp. S. Hinchcliffe 145. R. Ex. Comp. T. S. Westcott 145. R. Ex. Comp. W. J. Tow

      

       151. V. Ex. Comp. C. W. Eraser lt>7.  V   Ex. Comp. H.  J. Thompson

       168.  V. Ex. Comp. O. C. Watson

       169.  R. Ex. Comp.  J. Penman

       169. V. Ex. Comp. T. S. Armstrong 22:?. V. Ex. Comp. F. J. Bean 224. V. Ex. Comp. R. W. Munro 227. R. Ex. Comp.  J. W. Kinnear 238. V. Ex. Comp. W. Hodge

       To our Sister Grand Jurisdictions in  Canada,  the British Commonwealth of Nations, and the United States of America, we extend our sincere sympathy for the loss of their distinguished Companions. Grand Chapter of Roval Arch Masons of British Columbia—

       M. Ex. Comp. William R. Trench, G.Z. 1935-1936.

       M. Ex. Comp. Ernest Beaver, Hon. G.Z. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Nova Scotia—

       M. Ex. Comp. Henry S. Theakston, G.H.P. 1933-1935. Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Alabama—

       M. Ex. Comp. Elmer L. Moss, G.H.P.  1935-1936.

       M. Ex. Comp. Oliver B. Hall, G.H.P. 1951-1952. The Grand Chapter Roval Arch Masons of Arizona—

       M. Ex. Comp. Marion R. McDaniel, G.H.P. 1948. The Grand Roval Arch Chapter of Arkansas—

       M. Ex. Comp. Ernest W. St. John, G.H.P. 1941. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons California—

       R. Ex. Comp. Daniel B. Richards, Grand Lecturer 1917-1955. Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Colorado—

       M. Ex. Comp. Mark B. Gill, G.H.P. 1920-1921.

       R. Ex. Comp. Fred W. Ilchman, Grand Treasurer 1943-1957. The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Florida—

       M. Ex. Comp. William L. Marshall, G.H.P. 1942. Grand Chapter Roval Arch Masons of Idaho—

       M. Ex. Comp. John H. Barker, G.H.P. 1938-1939.

       M. Ex. Comp. James M. Ashley, G.H.P. 1946. The Grand Roval Arch Chapter of the State of Illinois—

       M. Ex. Comp. Ernest M. Campbell, G.H.P. 1947-1948.

       M. Ex. Comp. Orville T. Byler,  G.H.P.  1951-1952.

       M. Ex. Comp. Harry C. Foltz, G.H.P. 1952-1953. Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Louisiana—

       M. Ex. Comp. Freeman A. Ballard, G.H.P. 1950. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Massachusetts—

       M. Ex. Comp. George W.  Long,  G.H.P.   1940-1941-1942. Grand Chapter of Mississippi, Royal Arch Masons—

       M. Ex. Comp. Alfred H. Jones, G.H.P. 1931.

       M. Ex. Comp. Abe Meyer, Hon. G.H.P. Grand Roval Arch Chapter of New Hampshire—

       M. Ex. Comp. Arthur Mc. Dunstan, G.H.P. 1937.

       M. Ex. Comp. Ross G. Hutchins, G.H.P. 1943.

       R. Ex. Comp. John M. Dresser, Grand Secretary, 1937-1954. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Ohio—

       M. Ex. Comp. Henry Gruen, G.H.P.  1932-1933; Grand Secretary 1950-1957. The Grand Chapter of Roval Arch Masons of Oregon—

       M. Ex. Comp. Thomas Sims, G.H.P. 1928-1929. Grand Chapter Roval Arch Masons of South Dakota—

       M. Ex. Comp. John K. Kutnewsky, G.H.P. 1905.

       M. Ex. Comp. Herbert F. Stevens, G.H.P. 1949-1950. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Texas—

       M. Ex. Comp. J. Lee Zumwalt, G.H.P. 1933-1934.

       M. Ex. Comp. Frank Oldham, G.H.P. 1944-1945; Grand Secretary 1945-1957. Grand Chapter of Vermont Roval Arch Masons—

       M. Ex. Comp. Alfred E. Bishop, G.H.P. 1938.

      

       Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of West Virginia—

       M. Ex. Comp. James L. Albright, G.H.P. 1952-1953. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons State of Wisconsin—

       M. Ex. Comp. Ward A. Rowbottom, G.H.P. Grand Secretary. M. Ex. Comp. Arthur A. Dusty, G.H.P. 1929.

       O, Father, grant them rest and light In that Fair Land which knows no night. Respectfully and fraternally submitted,

       L. B. GILLESPIE, Chairman ROY RATZ R. M. ARMSTRONG HAROLD W. POINTEN It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. L.

       B.  Gillespie, and—

       Resolved—That the Report of the Committee on Fraternal Dead be received.

       DEATHS-1957

       1-R. H. Braman, T. Frizzell, J. R. Lowery, J. W. Simmons, F. Vokes. 2—W. Cook.

       C.  W. Crompton, N. J. Deill, B. B. Hodge, G. H. Jones, G. T. Langlands, F. Lunn, I. Mclsaac, A. T. Mackie. 3—E. D. Carpenter, J. A. Elgie, W. D. Empey, F. E. Gaze, F. Gilbert, D. McCall, S. Thompson. 4-G. Bonnet, W. G. Gallow, H. W. Lester, Sir Gerald W. Wollaston. 5-J. C. Aitkin, A. J. Elson, J. B. Jennings, L. P. Johnston, C. Lambert, H. E. Livermore, J. E. McConnell, C. V. Monture, C. A. Moorehead, G. H. Robertson, W. H. Watts. 6—J. D. Bailey, J. Conway, W. F. Donohue, F. Hurst, R. W. Munro. W. J. Smith, T. H. Tutton. 7—H. A. Bertrim, A. Clare, H. M. Davidson, F. G. Ketcheson, H. W. Leavitt, J. Logan, F. Potter, E. A. Thomas, J. C. Thompson. 8-A. G. Hall, J. A. Hossack, C. H. Howard, F. A. J. Hunt, C. H. B. Johnson, F. Midgeley, A. Mothersill, R. A. Pearce, N. R. Wittet. 15-F. Burdett, A. E. Chambers, D. J. Robb, W. Ste. Marie, G. H. D. Williams. 16-C. H. Ackland, H. W. G. Baugh, J. R. Elliott, F. Fentiman, H. A. Hyde-Clarke, J. Irving, P. L. Leaver, L. McKinley, A. P. McLennan, H. S. Mussell, J. Nicholson, A. C. Pasch, H. W. Pettapiece, J. Richardson, K. H. Robb, F. A. Venn, H. Williamson. 18-W. G. Barlow, C. Blueman, F. W. Furlong, E. K. Glaves, G. Munro, W. Smith. 19-R. C. Birrell, A. E. Coombs, A. R. Fenning, E. N. Potter, L. A. Quinn, G. H. Sherwood, W. C. Turnbull. 20-H. Lee, J. E. McCreary, J. D. Nichol, W. A. North, A. Parey. 22-E. A. Baynham, E. A. Cook. 23-R. M. Browne, C. H. Martin, C. F. Misner, A. T. Sihler, J. H. Wadsworth. 24-B. C. Atkins, McG. Easson, F. P. Gibb, W. R. Gladding, P. Murdoch. 26-E. Bryant. 27-G. Brother, K. N. Cooper, D. McC. Hughes. 28-J. E. Bickle, G. A. Hegadorn, W. H. Wenn. 29-W. Kelly, E. L. Knight, J. W. McDowell, G. S. Munce, T. Wylie. 30-J. C. Cutt, J. A. Felker, J. H. Lauder, G. MacVicar. 31—J. H. Cryan, L. D. Garratt, A. J. Lake, W. R. Stortz. 32-A. L. Bennett, D. I. Hood, D. W. McCormick. 34-M. P. Duff, W. I. Reid, K. Terry. 35—J. N. R. Thomas. 36-M. T. Breckenridge, A. H. Clegg, V. H. Cunningham, W. J. Henry, G. S. Hurl, W. T. E. Jobe. 37-B. Cole, A. E. Fulford, J. B. Gould. 40-R. D. Cowan, R J. Hillsdon, J. T. Powers, F. W. Trumper, R. Webb. 41-A. R. Seldon. 44-G. D. Robson, W. H. Twy, G. A. White. 45-M. E. Cook. 47-F. A. Creasey, S. Mercer, R. S. Miller, G. T. Rheingten, W. J. Robinson. 48—L. A. Caughey, W. S. Cooper. 53—N. H. Beamer, J. R. Blake, A. E. Calvert, W. Irvine, J. B. Montgomery, W. E. Stacey. 54—E. R. Adderman, M. R. Benson, W. Brown, H. P. Fowler, E. J. F. Gellatly, H. E. McDonald, J. A. Reith, T. E. Ross, E. F. S. Sanders, R. Tansley, J. H. Wyatt. 55-W. L. Patterson. 56-H. Dixon, J. Nicoll, W. E. Ogg, A. L. Todd. 57-T. E. Davies, A. E. Langman, F. T. H. Purcifer, 59-C. H. G. Baker, H. Cousins, W. G. Driver, W. B. Enterkin, S. C. Horton, T Hughes, G. E. Ross, H. B. Wright. 61-G. L. Comba, W. B. Munro, W. C. Pollock. 62-T. Domleo, A. J. Goldsmith, W. Hottham, W. Sharp. 63—V. D. Cottrill, S. M. Hutcheson, A. Johnston, D. K. McCrae, J. R. McKay. 64-C. S. Bowers, D. Coughlan, F. E. McCann, W. N. Spencer. 65—R. W. Longmore. 66—W. Murray. 67—R. G. Barton, C. F. Graham, R. E. Henry, W. Wells, R. J. Welsh. 68-L. C. Craig. 69-J. L. Dunham, G. Hilts, J. G. Walker. 71—J. E. McQueen, C. L. Sloan. 72-E. Bailey,  R. Vanderwater.

      

       73—J. F. Smith. 74-R. Gibson, C. P. Smith. 76—P. C. Kennedy. 77—J. W. Ansell,

       F.  Cooper. V. Cowan. C. H. Denyes, J. I. Gilchrist, \V M. Haist, G. H. Holder, T. Lancaster, W. H. McLeod, W. H. Mitchell, M. B. Palter, C. Raffalovich, W. I. Rea. 78—G. Portice. 79—T. J. Aiken. M. Armstrong, A. M. Auchterlonie, J. Bagshaw, P. W. Binns, R. R. Bridges, W. E. Brooks, A. Cooper, H. A. Farthing. W. B. Graham, R. W. Grange, A. E. Gubb, W. (.. Heintzman, P. L. Hermann. A. Hill. J. Johnston, S. A. Levack, A. J. Moody, T. J. Parsons. J. H. Reid. I. (;.  Smith.  \\ . A. Stead. T. A. Stevenson, A. M. Thorne. 80-A. Addison, E. J. Barchard, 1). B. Greig, L. D. Hogan, G. S. Issell. R. H. MacEachern. I.. F. Meisner, J. W. Mutton. W. J. Robinson, C. H. Walters. 81-L. Brown, G. Smith. 82-C. F. Andrews. L. C. Bliss, F. Briden, C. S. Christie, A. Elston. I. Gardner, (. \ Grant. H. E. Harman, E. Howard, S. }. Law, E. B West, O. F. Young. 83—T. S. Parkinson. Sl-K. J. Hueston, W. H. Rintoul. 88—J. A. Brown, R. Hooper. D. Pattison. 90—A. T. Fife, J. E. B. Leishman, E.J. Logie, A. K. McLeod. 91—G. E. Beattie, C. J. Kennedy, C. A. Laxton, T. Lewis, J. H. Page. (. \ Thompson, T. C. Tinline. 94-M. A. Elliott. 95-D. Duncan, C. P. W. Hatcher. J. H. Morris. 102-H. P. Broughton, A. Deardon, G. A. Gill, E. D. Jannison, A. Jenkins, W. R. Lindsay, R. McLean, H. R. Pearse, G. A. Shier, J. A. Thompson. 103-F. C. Foster. 110-C. H. Irish. 113—J. H. Atchison, A. J. Clark. F. C. Eligh. H. B. Fetterley, R S. McArthur, A. C. Robertson, A. N. Smith. 114-A. H. Box, A. McNab. 115-W. T. Hanlon, H. R. Patton. 116-B. B. Bowland. 117—F. Carter, C. E. Cornell, G. DeKleinhaus, B. Heuhnergard, E. O. Ritz, E. E. Rotharmel, H. R. Stanch. 119—J. Bradford, T. H. Maidens, W. J. Robinson, M. O. Wigle. 129-W. Bennett, R. Leppard. 130-M. O. Elliott, C. E. Schwartz. 131-W. Rvdall. 132-W. Beckstead. 133-R. L. Fawcett, J. H. Lawson, R. A. Shields. 135—W. O'Hara, F. W. Reynolds. 138-G. Anderson, D. S. Guffin. 140-W. R. Coslett, F. B. Cunningham, G. A. Grant, S. Hinchcliffe, J. Mills, D. R. Rae, W. R. Simpson, J. L. Tennant, H. Trapp. 143-M. W. Stewart, D. L. Stewart. 145-F. H. Beard, J. A. Brieco, W. Buchanan, F. Busteed, R. J. Honevford. J. Kennedy, R. J. McCombe, G. W. C. Patterson, D. F. Pierce, J. W. C. Rose. C. A. Taylor, G. A. Thompson, W. J. Tow, A. E. Wallace, T. S. Westcott. 146-C. Zilliat, Jr. 147-C. Chapped, A. McMurchy, F. L. Wilson, R. S. Wilson. 148—J. B. Hunter. 149—J. K. McQuarrie, J. E. Smith. 150-F. E. Fitzgerald, W. A. Mason, A. Sheere, W. E. Wilmer, H. Wray. 151—C. W. Fraser. 152—J. B. Edgar, S. E. Mills. 153-G. F. Allen, L. H. Johnson, B. Johnstone. 155—R. E. Brown, J. G. Duns, H. Livingstone, J. L. Moffatt. 161—A. A. Farrar,

       G.  Fraser, J. Hayton, H. M. Price, E. Stapley. 163-S. Murton, G. V. Waller. 167—R. Jarmon, A. E. Langman, J. S. McDowell, H. J. Thompson. 168—E. H. Greig, E. C. Gummo, O. C. Watson, H. F. McNichol. 169—T. S. Armstrong, G. F. Barkhouse, J. Penman. 175—J. G. Countryman, T. Lees, Jr. 184—F. T. H. Purcifer. 195-M. Callander, W. J. Lowe. 198-F. Gayton, W. C. George, D. H. McNabb, S. Paulin, F. W. Varty. 212-W. Rosenberg, I. Rubin. 213-A. Borland, J. S. Findlay. 214—J. W. Johnston. 215-V. Cowan, M. Hahn, W. Martison, S. R. Roberts. G. Wilson. 217-A. Chadwick, G. Ramsden. 218-W. Bennington. 219— W. H. Curtis. E. Sithes. 220-J. J. Barraclough, E. Bull, F. W. Ellins, W. J. Piggott, W. J. Xewlove, R. Robertson. 221-J. Graham, J. H. Harding. 222-A. E. Gallinger, V. L. Lawson, J. Lynn, J. M. Strachan, W. D. Wilson. 223-F. J. Bean. 224-R. F. Andrews, A. Bramham, L. Macklem, R. W. Munro. 225-E. C. Bastable, A. H. Hann, E. F. McFarquhar, G. C. Robinson, R. Taylor. 226-W. G. Blair, W. M. Rogers. 227-R. D. Adams, P. W. Dewberry, M. L. Fowler, J. W. Kinnear. R. W. Tennant. 230-W. G. Dennison, C. T. Dobson, R. A. Dubois, H. White, F. H. Wyer. 231-D. M. Black, R. Forrest, L. W. Newton, B. Robinson, J. Shiblev. T. Swain. 232-G. A. Beaver, W. E. Hazard, A. E. Langman, H. Watson. 236-J. G. Duns, H. K. Marshall, R. Wynn. 238-W. Hodge, H. E. Livermore, R. Taig, W. Thomas, W. Zeller. 242-D. G. Anguish, T. F. Boyes. 243-H. G. Parrott. 245-H. G. Forler, G. Martin. 247-0. M. Dale, H. E. Livermore, J. S. McLaren, H. E. Skellet. 249-J. E. W. Philip. 250-1. Green, C. S. Lalond, J. Sibbald. 252-G. H. Crawford, R. W. Henderson, E. McKenzie, J. G. Matthews. X. W. Pollard, A. G. VanAlstyne. 254-C. F. Kessler, V. L. McGregor. 255-C. Ravin. 256-A. Seely. 257-W. D Elvish, R. R. Moore, C. A. Rose.

      

       GRAND CHAPTER "CALLED OFF"

       Grand Chapter was "Called Off" at 4.30 o'clock p.m. to permit the Delegates to select their Grand Superintendents and elect the Officers of Grand Chapter for the ensuing year and the next place of meeting.

       THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1958

       Grand Chapter was "Called On" at 9.30 o'clock a.m.

       ELECTION REPORT

       V. Ex. Comp. Sid Newdick, Chairman, and V. Ex. Comp. J. A. Prince, Vice-Chairman, presented the results of the Election as follows:

       M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle Grand Z.

       R. Ex. Comp. Bruce H. Smith Grand H.

       R. Ex. Comp. Charles W. Emmett Grand J.

       R. Ex. Comp. Rev. Harold W. Pointen Grand Chaplain

       M. Ex. Comp. Fred W. Dean Grand Treasurer

       R. Ex. Comp. Fred J. Johnson Grand Scribe E.

       R. Ex. Comp. James A. Kennedy Grand Scribe N.

       R. Ex. Comp. Richard A. Stewart Grand  Principal Sojourner

       R. Ex. Comp. Robert J. Hamilton Grand Registrar

       EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE-Elected R. Ex. Comp. James E. Girven, 581 Weller St., Peterborough, Ont. R. Ex. Comp. Ben Scott,  9  Prospect St., London,  Ont. R. Ex. Comp. Andrew F. Tannahill, Apt. 104-780 Eglinton Ave. W., Tor. 10,

       Ont. R. Ex. Comp. G. Harold Shannon, 30 Spetz St., Kitchener, Ont. R. Ex. Comp. George A. Phillips, Jr., 39 Daniel St., Smiths Falls, Ont.

       GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS The   nominations   for   Grand   Superintendents   were   submitted    to    the Most Excellent the Grand Z., who was pleased to approve, and the following selections were confirmed:

       St. Clair District No. 1 R. Ex. Comp. Norman H. Walford,

       R.R. No. 2, Essex, Ont.

       London District No. 2 R. Ex. Comp. John W. Gough,

       1621 Haig Street, London, Ont.

       Wilson District No. 3 R. Ex. Comp. Ernest A. Webber,

       196 Thames St. North, Box 424, Ingersoll, Ont.

       Wellington District No. 4 R. Ex. Comp. Louis B. Tracey,

       37 George Street, Georgetown, Ont.

       Hamilton District No. 5 R. Ex. Comp. Frederick Scott,

       41 Fairfield Ave. N., Hamilton, Ont.

       Huron District No. 6 R. Ex. Comp. Rev. Alexander K. Campbell,

       Box 184, St. Mary's, Ont.

       Niagara District No. 7 R. Ex. Comp. John A. Bell,

       235 Emrick Avenue, Fort Erie, Ont.

       Toronto East District No. 8 R. Ex. Comp. Frederick F. Mills,

       114 Fallingbrook Rd., Toronto 13, Ont.

       Toronto West District No. 8a R. Ex. Comp. J. Hyatt McClure,

       R.R. No. 2, Brampton, Ont.

       Georgian District No. 9 R. Ex. Comp. Gerald O. Smith,

       232 Dunlop St. W., Barrie, Ont.

       Ontario District No. 10 R. Ex. Comp. Edgar J. Barrowclough,

       R.R. No. 3, Port Hope, Ont.

       Prince Edward District No. 11 R. Ex. Comp. Ivan Caldwell,

       Stirling, Ont.

       St. Lawrence District No. 12 R. Ex. Comp. Donald H. Robertson,

       Iroquois, Ont.

       Ottawa District No. 13 P>. Ex. Comp. James R. Howie,

       117 Aylmer Avenue, Ottawa, Ont.

      

       Algoma District No. 14     R. Ex. Comp. George Neill,

       521   Wolseley   Street.   Port Arthur, Ont.

       New Ontario  District  No. 1 ">      R. Ex. Comp. William L. Brown,

       1040 Front St.. North  Hay, Ont.

       Temiskaming  District  No. 16 R. Ex. Comp.  William  S. Lavery,

       Box 293, New Liskeard, Out.

       Yukon Territory  District  No. 17 R. Ex. Comp. John W. Hoggan,

       Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. NEXT  PLACE OF  MEETING The One Hundred and First Annual Convocation will be held in the Citv of Toronto, Ontario, on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 28 and 29, 1959, commencing at ten o'clock in the forenoon as per Section 20 of the Constitution.

      

       REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MEMBERSHIP

       To The Most Excellent, The Grand First Principal, Officers and Members of The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada

       Most Excellent Sir and Companions:

       Your Committee on Membership is glad to be able to report another net increase in membership for the year 1957. The increase of 56 is small — the smallest in many years — and particularly in this Centennial Year must be of concern to every Royal Arch Mason in the jurisdiction.

       A study of the following statistical report of membership for the past eight years indicates a steady downward trend in the net increase from year to year, and shows the factors contributing to this situation: —

       8 YEAR ANALYSIS OF MEMBERSHIP RECORDS

      

       fc

       £   e   2          &  £         £   a.   '    S        3 »          g

       •o  o

       1950   1,187   100   58   1,345   199   112   455   766   579   20,649

       1951   1,047   81   38   1,166   171   184   502   857   309   20,958

       1952   1,051   100   34   1,185   189   197   463   849   336   21,294

       1953   1,139   75   46   1,260   214   169   400   783   477   21,771

       1954   1,045   86   34   1,165   234   151   453   838 '   327   22,098

       1955  952        55       31       1,038       175       188      475       838      200      22,298

       1956   943   73      22       1,038      223       182      497      902       136      22,434

       1957  879        78      27   984      242       150      536      928        56      22,490

       Careful consideration of such statistics led your Committee to feel that prompt and vigorous action must be taken to reverse the downward trend. Enlisting the support of the Grand Superintendents of Districts, those Officers of Grand Chapter who are closest to the constituent Chapters, a call went forth to all Royal Arch Companions for renewed activity and a re-dedication to the task of maintaining and increasing membership. Letters of suggestion and recommendation went forward to the Grand Superintendents from time to time, and with their active and willing co-operation, your Committee feels that some progress has been made in awakening the interest of the Companions in the important field of membership.

       Such a call to the Royal Arch Masons of the jurisdiction takes time to gain momentum and produce maximum results. The work started among the Chapters and their Companions by the Grand Superintendents last year must now be continued by others, and in the hope of inspiring those others and all Companions with zeal for this work, your Committee offers the following suggestions and recommendations.

       THE  REAL PURPOSE  OF  INCREASING  MEMBERSHIP

       While numerical strength through increased membership is desirable and necessary, let us never lose sight of our real mission as Royal Arch Masons. It is to bring "more light to uninformed brethen" — to make better Masons by imparting the knowledge and teachings that only the Royal Arch can give. The blessings and privileges that are ours are much more valuable to us and to society when shared with others, and only in so doing shall the honour and usefulness of our Royal Craft grow. It is in this attitude and purpose that the call for increased membership should be approached.
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       THE DUTY AND THE  RESPONSIBILITY

       The bringing in of new members is not a matter for the few or the select. [t is the duty, the responsibility and the privilege of every Royal Arch Companion. The life of each Chapter depends on bringing in new members, not only to replace those lost through death, withdrawal and suspension, bill in spreading more light to more Masons and thus increasing the influence of our Royal Craft in the Masonic family and in the community. It is a source of great satisfaction to every Companion of the Chapter to see its membership increase through the efforts of others, but the most rewarding experience to the individual member is to see his own candidate's life enriched and blessed by the unfolding of the knowledge and lessons of the Royal Arch.

       MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEES

       To maintain the zeal and enthusiasm of the Companions for the work of membership, an active and dedicated Committee in each Chapter is of the utmost importance. Grand Chapter has always urged the appointment of such committees. It would seem, however, from the returns, that many of these committees are such in name only, and there is a real need for re-vitalizing them and impressing them with the importance of their function. Possibly lack of direction and co-operation has prevented some committees from doing effective work.

       ORGANIZATION

       A Chapter Membership Committee may be small in numbers but the selection of the members should be carefully made. Companions are required who are regular in attendance both at Chapter and Craft Lodge, who have some influence in Masonic circles, and who, when given a task to perform, approach   it   with  energy  and  enthusiasm.

       FUNCTIONS  OF  COMMITTEE

       As stated before, the privilege and responsibility of bringing in new members belongs to all Companions, not the few of the Membership Committee. But the Committee should provide leadership and inspiration. This can best be done by making regular reports on its work to the Chapter, by constantly impressing upon the Companions the necessity of obtaining new members, by giving short talks on some phase of membership, and so inspiring in the Companions a sense of their duty and privilege in bringing their brethen to more light and knowledge in Masonry.

       There are also other more direct functions in the maintenance of membership which the Chapter Committee should undertake. The Statistical Report for 1957 shows that there were 242 demits and only 78 joinings, or a net loss by withdrawal of 164 members. There were 150 suspensions and only 27 restorations, or a net loss of 123. Thus there was a total net preventable loss of 287 members, a great many of which could no doubt have been saved by the efforts and co-operation of the Chapter Committee.

       There is no doubt that Scribes E. make every effort to collect outstanding dues and only with the utmost reluctance bring forward names for suspension. Too often, however, personal contact is not possible for one man, but such contact can  be made  by members of  the Committee with happy  results.

       The Constitution provides for the granting of demits on request and there is no requirement that such requests be investigated. Often a personal contact and discussion will result in retaining the interest and attendance of such members. An old member retained and made active is just as worthy an accomplishment as gaining a new member. The Chapter Membership Committee could undertake the making of such contacts and its efforts could well result in a worthwhile decrease in withdrawals.

       Sometimes demits are requested because Companions have removed to other localities. This information should be forwarded to the Chapter in the new area so that its Membership Committee can follow up such Companions and invite  them to a new Royal Arch home. By exchanging such information and with the active support of the Chapter Committees, many members who might otherwise drift awav can be saved.

      

       In the case of suspended members, particularly when suspensions were due to financial considerations, circumstances can change and a systematic follow-up from time to time by the Chapter Committee may eventually lead to the healing of such Companions and  their restoration  to active membership.

       CO OPERATION

       Many Chapter Committees are unable to function because they are not  r iven the opportunity to get to work. The co-operation particularly of the First Principal and the Scribe E. is essential.

       The First Principal should so arrange the agenda of his meetings that time is given to the Committee to report on and discuss membership, and to inspire  the  Companions  to  renewed  effort  in   that  cause.

       The Scribe E. should at all times keep the Committee informed of requests for demits, members due for suspension, and any advice of demitted or unaffiliated Companions moving into the district so that they may follow up.

       With active Committees functioning in every Chapter, and given the required co-operation of the First Principal and the Scribe E., and with all Companions alerted to the task, it is not too much to hope that the Grand Chapter record of membership will show a marked increase.

       CONTRIBUTORY FACTORS

       There are other factors affecting membership which your Committee feels must be discussed, those of prime importance being attendance and quality of meetings.

       Little activity in membership can be expected from Companions who do not attend their Chapters. Particularly in metropolitan areas, the percentage of attendance is disappointingly low. Your Committee feels that attention should be given to this matter, possibly by Chapter Attendance Committees charged with the task of improving those percentages. A regularly good attendance at convocations of the Chapters will do much to enhance the success of meetings, provide more companionship, improve the quality of the work, and set an atmosphere favourable to the attracting of more candidates.

       Well conducted meetings are a joy to every Companion. Meetings should be opened promptly at the hour stated, business handled without haste but without delay, and the work conferred with dignity and impressiveness. Delays when nothing is happening add up to late hours and are irritating to the members. Meetings should be planned with care; the First Principal should prepare a complete written agenda for his guidance and move from item to item with despatch. Thus there will be plenty of time for all the work of the evening yet the Chapter can be closed early so that the Companions can enjoy a period of fellowship and social activity before dispersing for the night. Such well-conducted meetings cannot fail to impress candidates when first impressions are important, and be so attractive and satisfying to the older members that their interest and enthusiasm will be maintained.

       CONCLUSION

       In conclusion, your Committee realizes that there is nothing new or startling in its suggestions and recommendations. It has reiterated only tried and proven methods which have borne fruit in the past and will do so again if the necessary effort is made. The need at the moment is to inspire every Royal Arch Mason with a sense of his duty and mission and privilege to bring "assistance, light and knowledge to uniformed brethen," and once this effort reaches its momentum, the Grand Chapter of membership will show an impressive and gratifying improvement.

       Respectfully and fraternally submitted.

       C. E. Morgan   J. R. Parrott

       P. S. Jannison   G. Oldfield

       C. A. Batt   W. Johnston

       A. F. Tannahill  (Chairman) It was moved by R. Ex. Comp. B. H. Smith, seconded by R. Ex. Comp. A. F. Tannahill, and—

       Resolved—That the report of the Special Committee on Membership be received and adopted.
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       COMUNICATIONS AND GREETINGS

       Letters,   etc.   were   received   conveying  greetings   and  expressing  regrets    for non-attendance from:

       Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Alberta—

       M. Ex. Comp. 1 red  J. Hand. P.G.Z. and Grand Scribe E. Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of British Columbia—

       M. Ex. Comp. Arthur Hamilton, Grand Z. Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Manitoba—

       M. Ex. Comp. Cecil J. Hutchings, P.G.Z. and Grand Scribe E. The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Brunswick—

       M. Kx. Comp. Roy Crawford. P.G.Z. and Grand Scribe E. (.rand  Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Nova Scotia—

       M. F.x. Comp. Harold F. Sipprell, P.G.H.P. and Grand Sec'y. Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of England—

       M. Ex. Comp. Rt. Hon. The Earl of Scarborough, First Grand Principal.

       R. Ex. Comp. W. J. Stubbs. Grand Scribe E. Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Ireland—

       M. Ex. Comp. The Grand King.

       R. Ex. Comp. J. O. Harte, Grand Registrar. Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and Wales—

       M. W. Bro. The Rt. Hon. Lord Harris, M.C., Grand Master.

       AUSTRALIA

       The Supreme Grand Chapter of Victoria—

       M. Em. Comp. W. D. Kennedy, First Grand Principal.

       R. Ex. Comp. Hy O. Thomas, Grand Scribe E. Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Queensland—

       M. Ex. Comp. T. W. Sykes, First Grand Principal.

       R. Ex. Comp. S. W. Coulter, P.D.G.Z., and Grand Scribe E. Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Western Australia—

       M. Em. Comp. G. K. Baron-Hay, First Grand Principal.

       M. Em. Comp. Hugh C. Anderson, P.G.Z. and Grand Scribe E. Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of New South Wales—

       M. Ex. Comp. The First Grand Principal.

       R. Ex. Comp. Fred R. Sinden, Grand Scribe E. Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Zealand—

       M. Ex. Comp. Norman B. Spencer, I.P.G.Z., our Representative. Grand Imperial Conclave of the Red Cross of Constantine, etc.—

       M. Ex. Comp. William J. Edwards, Most  111.  Sov. Supreme Council 33°  Ancient and Accepted Scottish  Rite of Freemasonry for the Dominion of Canada—

       Comp. Thomas K. Wade, Sov. Grand Commander. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Alabama—

       R. Ex. Comp. C. H. Stubinger, Grand Sec'y. The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Arkansas—

       R. Ex. Comp. C. D. Hill, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of California—

       M. Ex. Comp. W. C. Leeson, Grand High Priest.

       M. Ex. Comp. Chester H. Zewell, Grand Sec'y.

       M. Ex. Comp. Angus Cavanagh, P.G.H.P., our Rep. The Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Colorado—

       M. Ex. Comp. Harry W. Bundy, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter Renal Arch  Masons of Delaware—

       R. Ex. Comp. Alfred H. Coe, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the District of Columbia—

       M. Ex. Comp. John E. Chrisman, Grand High Priest

       M. Ex. Comp. Raymond  N. Babcock, Grand Sec \. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Georgia—

       M. Ex. Comp. W. J. Penn Jr.. Grand Sec'y. The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch  Masons of the State of Idaho—

       M. Ex. Comp. C. Merton Winegar. Grand High Priest.

      

       R. Ex. Comp. Edward H. Way, Grand Sec'y. The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Illinois—

       M. Ex. Comp. Edward E. Core, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons State of Indiana—

       M. Ex. Comp. Charles C. Thomas, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Iowa—

       M. Ex. Comp. J. Elliott Grayson, Grand High Priest.

       R. Ex. Comp. Ross J. Gamblin, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Kansas—

       R. Ex. Comp. Arthur H. Strickland, Grand Sec'y. The Grand Chapter of Kentucky Royal Arch Masons—

       M. Ex. Comp. W. B. Williams, Grand High Priest.

       R. Ex. Comp. K. A. McGaughey, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of Maine, Royal Arch Masons—

       M. Ex. Comp. Roger W. Staples, Grand High Priest.

       R. Ex. Comp. Earle D. Webster, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Maryland—

       M. Ex. Comp. D. Ross Vansant, P.G.H.P. and Grand Sec'y. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Massachusetts—

       M. Ex. Comp. William F. Clark, P.G.H.P. and Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Minnesota—

       M. Ex. Comp. Robert C. Rawson, Grand High Priest.

       R. Ex. Comp. John H. Anderson, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of Mississippi R.A.M.—

       M. Ex. Comp.  (Dr.) Horace L. Villee, Grand High Priest.

       M. Ex. Comp. Sid F. Curtis, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons, State of Missouri—

       M. Ex. Comp. Ray V. Denslow, P.G.H.P., and Grand Sec'y. The Grand Royal Arch Chapter, State of New Jersey—

       M. Ex. Comp. William Beck, P.G.H.P., Grand Sec'y. The Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania-Ex. Comp. John C. F. Kitselman, M. E. Grand Sec'y. The   Grand   Chapter   of   Royal   Arch   Masons   of   the   Republic   of   the Philippines—

       M. Ex. Comp. Antonio Gonzalez, P.G.H.P., Grand Sec'y. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations—

       M. Ex. Comp. Harry A. Reed, P.G.H.P., and Grand Sec'y. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of South Carolina—

       M. Ex. Comp. Marion A. Park, Grand High Priest.

       M. Ex. Comp. Henry F. Collins, P.G.H.P. and Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of South Dakota, Royal Arch Masons—

       M. Ex. Comp. Carl E. Voigt, Grand High Priest.

       M. Ex. Comp. Elvin F. Strain, P.G.H.P. and Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Tennessee—

       M. Ex. Comp. James P. Buck, Grand High Priest.

       M. Ex. Comp. Thomas E. Doss, P.G.H.P. and Grand Sec'y. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Vermont—

       M. Ex. Comp. Aaron H. Grant, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Virginia—

       M. Ex. Comp. Dr. James N. Hillman, P.G.H.P., and Grand Sec'y.

       M. Ex. Comp. Walter S. Webb, P.G.H.P. Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of West Virginia—

       R. Ex. Comp. Nelson S. Orkney, Grand Sec'y. Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Wisconsin—

       M. Ex. Comp. Fred C. Lotzon, Grand High Priest. The General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons—

       M. Ex. Comp. James Luther Jordan, General Grand High Priest.

      

       OFFICERS INSTALLED AND INVESTED M. Ex. Comp.  John  M. Burden, installed and invested  tin' newl)  elected officers of Grand Chapter, including the Grand Superintendents of the several Districts, the) were proclaimed and saluted according to ancieni custom.

       RESOLUTION Companions, I know it is most unusual for the Grand First Principal to sponsor a Resolution but I am prompted to do so only because of its nature. I therefore move, seconded by Rt. Ex. Companion Bruce Smith, the (.rand "H", that this Grand Chapter Convocation acknowledge with sincere thanks and appreciation, the marked contribution made by the Centenary Committee, the General Chairman of that Committee, the Chairmen and members of all Sub Committees, the Chairmen and members of the Registration Committee, and Board of Scrutineers.

       The success of our Centennial Convocation cannot be questioned, and it is. in a large measure, due to the untiring efforts of those to whom I have referred in the Resolution,

       APPOINTED TO OFFICE

       The following appointments have been made by Most Ex. Comp. M. A. Searle:

       EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE-Appointed

       V. Ex. Comp. Joseph A. Hearn,

       755 Danforth Ave., Toronto 6, Ont. R. Ex. Comp. F. Carl Ackert,

       1 Lincoln Ave., Gait, Ont. R. Ex. Comp. Lloyd B. Gillespie,

       410 Eden Ave., Ottawa, Ont. R. Ex. Comp. Percival Stanley Jannison,

       633 Albert St. East, Sauk Ste. Marie, Ont. R. Ex. Comp. James C. Leith,

       27 South Oval, Hamilton, Ont.

       ASSISTANT OFFICERS-Appointed R. Ex. Comp. Reginald J. Lewis Grand Lecturer

       421 St. Clarens Ave., Toronto 4, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. W. T. Havery Grand Sr. Sojourner

       Wellington, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. Robt. Fick Grand Jr. Sojourner

       270 Oak Park Ave., Toronto 13, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. J. Turnbull Grand Sword Bearer

       377 O'Connor Drive, Toronto 6, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. W. F. Shapton Grand Master 4th Veil

       1412 Moodie St., Fort William, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. W. B. Duncan Grand Master 3rd Veil

       85 Charlton Ave. W., Hamilton, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. G. McCombe Grand Master 2nd Veil

       41 Elgin Street, Lindsay, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. E. D. Berry Grand Master 1st Veil

       56 Glen Avenue, Ottawa, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. H. C. Walper Grand Standard Bearer

       R.R. No. 3, Parkhill, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. R. D. Adams Grand Dr. of Ceremonies

       272 Albert Street, Belleville, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. H. W. Mayhew Asst. Grand Dr. of Ceremonies

       26 Lochiel N., Renfrew, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. O. P. Richardson Grand Organisl

       316 Queenswav W., Simcoe, Ont. Y. Ex. Comp. H. V. Betzner Grand Pursuivant

       P.O. Box 520, Grimsby, Ont.

      

       V. Ex. Comp. A. Bowman Grand Steward

       Cobourg, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. A. H. Walker Grand Steward

       64 Allen St. E., Kitchener, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. G. P. Marshall Grand Steward

       25 McEwen Ave., Smiths Falls, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. A. W. Overfield Grand Steward

       P.O. Box 361, Ridgetown, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. W. J. Van Norman Grand Steward

       17 Suffolk St., Guelph, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. W. H. Pace Grand Steward

       S.S. 1, West 21st St., Hamilton, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. J. B. Higgins Grand Steward

       Bayfield, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. K. E, Morrison  Grand Steward

       209 Elizabeth St., Midland, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. J. Bremner Grand Steward

       397 Vaughan Road, Toronto 10, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. G. E. McCutcheon Grand Steward

       515 Guy Street, Cornwall, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. S. E. Farrell Grand Steward

       P.O. Box 164, 116 Argyle Avenue, Iroquois Falls, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. D. B. Allen Grand Steward

       94 Linwood Ave., London,  Ont. V. Ex. Comp. W. J. Hazelwood Grand Steward

       412 Albert St. East, Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. E. Montgomery Grand Steward

       1252 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. W. Boaks Grand Steward

       Aurora, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. N. Powell Grand Steward

       12 Byng Avenue, Brampton, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. C. W. Heard Grand Steward

       Uxbridge, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. S. Whitehall Grand Steward

       Nilestown, Ont. V. Ex. Comp. W. J. Stewart Grand Outer Guard

       59 Symington Ave., Toronto 9, Ont.

       The labours of the Annual Convocation being ended, Grand Chapter was closed in Ample Form at 12.30 p.m., Toronto, Ontario, Tuesday, April 29, 1958.
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       Grand Scribe E.

      

       Saturday evening, \pril 26, 1958. the Grand /.. M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle, invited his Council P.G.Z.'s, Executive Committee, and (.rand Chapter Officers to a Dinner in the Roof Garden, Royal York Hotel. Toronto, to assist him in doing honour to his Distinguished Guests. At the same time Mrs. Maurice A. Searle. and her Committee entertained the wives and ladies of our Distinguished C.nests with a Dinner, etc.. in Parlour D, Royal York Hotel. Toronto,

       Sunday afternoon. April 27th, 1958, the Service of Thanksgiving was held in the Concert Hall and the Crystal Ballroom at the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, at 8.00 p.m. the attendance being approximately 2,000 and nearly all our Distinguished Guests were present for this service. The comments made were indeed very much appreciated by the Grand /, and his efficient Committee.

       Monday evening. April 28th, 1958, the First Centennial Banquet was held in the Concert Room and the Crystal Ballroom at the Royal York Hotel, Toronto. This was a wonderful success and it gave all those who took part a great thrill, there were close to 1,200 Companions and their ladies present. We were honoured with an outstanding speaker for this occasion, M. Wor. Bro. and Ex. Comp. W. L. Wright, the Archbishop of Algoma and Metropolitan of Ontario. An important feature in connection with our speaker was, that, he-was introduced by his successor to the office of Grand Master, M. Wor. Bra. and R. Ex. Comp. Harry L. Martyn. The Archbishop gave a most interesting and informative address, which was well received by his Audience, who made heavy demands upon him for his personal autograph to their programs. The tone of this Banquet will live for many years as the peak of perfection for Royal Arch Masonry. For entertainment we were serenaded by Barry Townley and the Enchanted Strings.

       During the Convocation the Grand Z called upon each of his guests for their personal observations and greetings from their Grand Chapters. This Grand Chapter received a large number of letters and telegrams congratulating it on its 100th Convocation. All of these are listed elsewhere in these proceedings.

       EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE-President R. Ex. Comp. Bruce H. Smith Grand H.

       169 Dufferin Ave., Belleville, Ont.

       BY VIRTUE OF OFFICE M. Ex. Comp. Maurice A. Searle Grand Z,

       Apt. 206, 111 Oriole Parkway, Toronto, Ont. M. Ex. Comp. John M. Burden, Q.C Grand Z. 1943-44

       126 Old Orchard Grove, Toronto, Ont., M. Ex. Comp. Col. R. V. Conover, O.B.E Grand Z. 1945-46

       Box 717, Brampton, Ont. M. Ex. Comp. Frederick W. Dean Grand Treasurer, Grand Z. 1947-48

       244 Holton Ave. South, Hamilton, Ont. M. Ex. Comp. Clarence McLeod Pitts Grand Z. 1949-50

       Tiffany Apts., P.O. Box 374, Ottawa, Ont. M. Ex. Comp. Alexander G. N. Bradshaw Grand Z. 1951-52

       655 Waterloo St., London, Ont. M. Ex. Comp. John A. M. Taylor Grand Z. 1953-54

       R.R. No. 1, Hornby, Ont. M. Ex. Comp. John Loftus House Grand Z. 1955-56

       14 Pearson Ave., Toronto, Ont. M. Ex. Comp. Melville S. Gooderham Hon. Grand Z. 1957

       244 Inglewood Drive, Toronto, Ont. M. Ex. Comp. The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Galloway  Hon. Past Grand Z. 1958

       Scotland. M. Ex. Comp. Cecil S. Field Hon. Past Grand J. 1958

       Scotland. R. Ex. Comp. Sir George Boag Hon. Past Grand Supt. 1958
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       115.  Brant-H. J. Broughton, Box 402, Paris

       116.  Maple-W. E. S. Root, Box  1084, Carleton Place

       117.  Kitchener—W. R. Cooper, 952 Union St., Kitchener

       119. King Cvrus—Gordon Bloomfield, 10 Howard Ave., Leamington

       129.  Elliot-J. K. Taylor, Box 238, Mitchell

       130.  Chantry—Howard Yates, Port Elgin

       131.  Amabel—D. R. Davidson, Wiarton

       132.  Leeds-R. G. Kelly, Box 697, Ganonoque

       133.  St. Francis-C. A. Bailey, 29 Glen Avenue, Smiths Falls

       134.  King Darius—E. R. Waines, Box 352, Cannington

       135.  Succoth—Harry V. Watson, Box 397, Uxbridge

       138. Shekinah—R. R. Parsons, 846 Glencairn Ave., Toronto, 19. 140. Fort William—W. J. Jamieson, 1006 Tarbutt St., Fort William

       143.  Glengarry-Colin B. McDermid, P.O. Box 232, Maxville

       144.  Presqu'ile—Chas. A. Wilson, Brighton

       145.  The St. Patrick—J. R. Legecy, 48 Braeside Road, Toronto, 12.

       146.  Bernard-W. H. Sargent, Box 373, Listowel

       147.  Lucknow—A. C. Agnew, Lucknow

       148.  St. Johns-B. G. O'Flaherty, Box 174, Vankleek Hill

       149.  Atwood—Alex Warnuk, Rainy River

       150.  London—John N. Duffy, 1245 Wilton Avenue, London.

       151.  Laurentian—Lome A. Schultz, 291 Doran Street, Pembroke

       152.  Alberton—Donald C. Baldwin, 725 Scott Street, Fort Frances

       153.  Sombra—John Burnett, 444 Duncan Street, Wallaceburg

       154.  Klondike—Dormant, Dawson City, Yukon

       155.  Ancaster—E. L. Walker, Ryckman's Corners 161. Madoc—D. Kernohan, Box 519, Madoc

       163.  The Beaches—T. Middleton, 9 Hollywood Crescent, Toronto, 8

       164.  Lome—R. J. Lemon, Box 143, West Lome

       167.  Kichikewana—H. A. Humphries, 226 Dominion Avenue W., Midland

       168.  Ionic—Wm. H. Brady, 32A Front St. N., Campbellford

       169.  Temiskaming—D. H. Sullivan, Box 414, New Liskeard

       175. The Hamilton—Wm. J. Shaw, 13 Bold St., Apt. 1, Hamilton

       184. Hugh Murrav, John E. Willis, 246 Emerick Avenue, Fort Erie

       195. Peel-E. A. Flay, 246 Main St. North, Brampton

       198. Couchiching-H. K. Maynard, 109 Front St. S., Orillia

       203. Cobalt-H. Arnold Todd, Box 549, Cobalt

       205. Victoria—Herbert S. Sparks, 303 Finch Ave. East, W'illowdale

       210. Kitchener-J. L. Steele, P.O. Box 105, Russell

       212.  Mount Sinai—Abraham Fox, 21 Tichester Road, Apt. 401, Toronto

       213.  Northern Lights—L. H. Farrow, 410 Patricia Blvd., Timmins, Box 114

       214.  Vimy-L Sam Maddock, R.R. No. 1, Alvinston

       215.  Mimico—T. B. Rogers, 11 Elma Street, Mimico, Toronto, 14

      

       217.  St. Alban's-James Turnbull, 377 O'Connor Drive, Toronto, 6.

       218.  Prince Edward—Hilton Emrick, Homing's Mills

       219.  Ulster—J. Llewellyn Hewson, 113 Gorevale Avenue, Toronto, 3.

       220.  Lebanon-Wm. M. Creech, 4245 Dundas St. W., Toronto, 18.

       221.  Durham-Mr. H. Q McKechnie, Box 10, Durham

       222.  Ottawa, C. C. Dale, 165 Rochester Street, Ottawa

       223.  Abitibi-W. D. Irving Went, P.O. Box 125, Iroquois Falls

       224.  Keystone-J. S. Drysdale, 800 Cannon St. E., Hamilton

       225.  Beaver—John  Newell,   18  Hillcrest Drive,  Toronto,   10

       226.  Prince of Wales-L. V. Wood,  6 Beckwith Street,  Perth

       227.  Quinte Friendship—M. Mont. Barlow, 285 George Street, Belleville

       230.  Port  Credit-Eugene   Parkinson,  46  John  St.  South,   Port  Credit

       231.  The St. Clair-Jas.  W. Woodland,  595  St. Clair Ave.  West,  Toronto,  10

       232.  King Cyrus-Robert Fick, 270 Oak Park Avenue, Toronto,  13

       233.  Oakwood—A. E. Hayward, 46 McRoberts Avenue, Toronto,  10.

       234.  Halton-Jack Addy,  Glen  Williams

       235.  Aurora—E. J. Eveleigh, 43 Connaught Ave., Box 34, Aurora

       236.  Caledonia-Edgar C. Reid, Box 151, 29 Argyle St., Caledonia

       238.  The St. Andrew—A. V.  Sedgwick,  194A Duchess Ave.,  London

       239.  Blenheim—Ernest B. Fryer, Little Street, Blenheim

       240.  Smithville—Sam  Magder, Smithville

       241.  University-Ernest  Pickles,   101   Gledhill Ave.,  Toronto,   13

       242.  St. Paul's-Jas. B. Lawrence, Box 4, R.R. No. 5, 121 Geraldine Ave., London

       243.  McKay-John H. Lee,  10 Second St. South, Stoney Creek

       245.  Preston—Alex P. Hertel, 558 Hamilton Street, Preston

       246.  Humber—Donald McLean, 207 John Street, Weston, Toronto, 15

       247.  Nilestown—George  Tucker,  387   Clarke  Side  Road,  London

       248.  Dochert—George  R. Clarke,  Box  724, Arnprior

       249.  Palestine—L. W. Dippell, Box 1150, Bowmanville

       250.  Thomas  Peters—Walter  Hockney,   1542  Bruce Avenue,  Windsor

       251.  Kirkland-S. E. Jeffrey, Box 45, Kearns

       252.  Hiawatha—Fred  H.  Osborne,  250 Shepherd Street, Sarnia

       253.  Regal-Geo.  H.  Ross,  3  Prospect Hill,  Box  13,  Port Dover

       254.  Golden Star-John H. Gibson, Box  174, Dryden

       255.  Tillsonburg-Charles H. Swatridge,  R.R. No. 2, Courtland

       256.  Yukon-Stephen Light, P.O. Box 815, Whitehorse, Yukon Territory

       257.  Espanola—Eli   Landry,   Box   137,   Espanola

       258.  Tyrian—Rev. Geo. H. Thomas, 40 Ivordale Crescent, Scarboro

       259.  U. D. Quetico-E. I. Swanbergson, 103 Pine Cres., Box 608, Atikokan, Ont.

       260.  U. D. Centennial-W. F. Leuty, R.R. No. 2, Malton, Ont.
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       Grand First Principals Z. of the Grand Chapter of Canada from 1857 to 1958

       'W. M. Wilson  1857

       'Thompson  Wilson     1858

       T.  D.   Harington  1859-60

       'John   C.   Franck  1861-2

       'T.   D.   Harington  1863-4-5-6

       7-8-9-70-1

       'S.   B.   Harman  1872

       'C. D. Macdonell  1873

       'Jas.   Seymour  1874

       'L.   H.   Henderson  1875-6

       •F. J. Menet  1877-8

       •Daniel Spry   1879-80

       'Donald  Ross    1881-2

       •H. Macpherson   1883-4

       •Thos.  Sargant    1885-6

       'Rob.   Hendry   Jr  1887

       'R.  B.  Hungerford   1888-9

       •J.   J.   Mason     1890-1

       'J. E. Harding   1892-3

       'J. Ross Robertson    1894-5

       'M.  Walsh    1896-7-8

       Wm.  G.  Reid   1899-1900

       •Wm.   Gibson     1901-2

       A.  Shaw     1903-4

       William  Roaf    1905-6

       •John  Leslie    1907-8

       'George   Moore     1909-10

       •Fred   W.   Harcourt     1911-2

       •Daniel F.  MacWatt    1913

       •Wm. S. R. Murch   1915

       •A. S. Gorrell, M.D  1917

       •Wm. N. Ponton   1919

       •H.   S.   Griffin,   M.D  1921

       •Richard   H.   Spencer    1922

       •Walter H. Davis   1924

       •Kenneth J.  Dunstan    1926

       •Edwin Smith    1928

       •Walter G.  Price, D.D.S  1930

       •Chas.  W.   Haentschel,  M.D  1932

       •Alexander Cowan    1934

       •George   L.   Gardiner     1935

       •Wm. Y. Mills   1937

       •Llewellyn   F.   Stephens     1939

       •John M. Empey   1941

       John  M.  Burden    1943

       Reginald  V.   Conover   1945

       Frederick W. Dean    1947

       Clarence   MacL.   Pitts    1949

       Alexander G. N. Bradshaw   1951

       John A. M. Taylor   1953

       John L. House   1955

       Maurice A. Searle   1957

       Honorary Past Grand First Principals and others of the Grand Chapter of Canada

       Elected

       Henry Robertson   1888

       Kivas  Tully    1891

       Hugh   Murray    1903

       'Harry H. Watson   1909

       Elected

       ♦E.   T.   Malone    1919

       *A. T. Freed   1920

       •Sir John  M.  Gibson    1922

       •Roderick B.  Dargavel    1941

       Melville S. Gooderham   1957

       The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Galloway, Scotland - Grand Z. 1958

       If. Ex. Comp. Cecil S. Field, Scotland - Hon. Past Grand J.  1958

       R. Ex. Comp. Sir George Boag, England — Hon. Past Grand Supt.  1958

       R. Ex. Comp. William A. Laird, Scotland - Hon. Past Grand Scribe E.  1958

       R. Ex. Comp. William H. Sweeting, Victoria, Australia — Hon. Past Grand Prin. Soj. 1958

       Grand Scribes E. of the Grand Chapter of Canada

       •Thomas B. Harris   1857-73

       •R. P. Stephens   1874-5

       •Daniel   Spry     1876-7

       •David McLellan   1878-91

       •Thomas   Sargant     1892-8

       'George J. Bennett   1899-1915

       Henry T.  Smith    1916-1928

       Edwin   Smith     1929-1949

       Fred J.  Johnson     1949-1958

       'Deceased

      

       GRAND REPRESENTATIVES OURS AT GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA

       Grand Chapter   Name   Residence

       Alabama Robt. N. McElhinney 69 Fuller Ave., Toronto

       Alberta R. V. E. Conover Box 717, Brampton

       Arizona Percy W. Rogers 144 Geoffrey St., Toronto

       Arkansas J. Howard Coleman 104 Lincoln Park Ave., Sarnia

       British Columbia John   A.   Mackie 10 Reigate Road, Toronto  18

       California -Don Calder 25 Edgar Ave., Toronto

       Colorado Dr. Chas. B. Parker 145 South Drive, Toronto

       Connecticut Harvey J.  Milne Kingston

       Delaware M.   A.   Searle Apt.  206,  111   Oriole Pkwy., Toronto

       Dist. of Columbia B. H. Smith 169 Dufferin  Ave., Belleville

       Florida M. S. Gooderham 244   Inglewood  Dr.,  Toronto

       Georgia E. T. Querney 114 Hyland Ave., Sudbury

       Idaho F.  A.   McDiarmid 357 Waverley St., Ottawa

       Illinois J. W. Woodland 595  St.  Clair Ave.  W., Toronto

       Indiana A. L. Tinker 28 Anderson St., Toronto

       Iowa B. F. Nott  North Bay

       Ireland R.  W.  E.  McFadden 4 Hart St., Brantford

       Kansas A.   P.  Goering  .•  72 Amelia St., Hamilton

       Kentucky Rev. A. S. H. Cree Leamington

       Louisiana Jos.  Carson 689 Colborne St., London

       Maine M. Roy Anderson 333 Bleeker St., Belleville

       Manitoba J. Earl Davidson.... 34 The Drive, Sault Ste. Marie

       Maryland Frank  Todd Cobalt

       Massachusetts A. J. Stringer 101  MacLean Ave., Toronto

       Michigan Fred W. Dean 244 Holton Ave. S., Hamilton

       Minnesota F. Carl Ackert 1  Lincoln Ave., Gait

       Mississippi H. T. C. Humphries 53  Clegg  St.,   Ottawa

       Missouri C.   Percy   Eagle Midland

       Montana E.   J.   McCleary Ottawa

       Nebraska W. S. M. Enouy 512 Brunswick Ave., Toronto

       Nevada Jos. Lofthouse, D.D Kenora

       New Brunswick A.    Cavanagh 585 St. James St., London

       New   Hampshire N. M. Sprague Trenton

       New  Jersey G.  H.  Shannon 4 Queen St. N., Kitchener

       New Mexico Frank  A.   Copus Owen Sound

       New South Wales Fred J.  Johnson 400 Lake Promenade, Long Branch

       New York John M. Burden 126  Old  Orchard  Grove,  Toronto

       New  Zealand Dr. J. Austin Evans 309  Avenue  Rd.,  Toronto

       North  Carolina Ben Scott 9 Prospect St., London

       North Dakota J. L. Hewson 113 Gorevale Ave., Toronto

       Nova Scotia C. M. Pitts P.O. Box 374, Ottawa

       Ohio A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw 655 Waterloo St., London

       Oklahoma A. F. Tannahill Apt.  104-780 Eglinton Ave. W., Toronto

       Oregon Wm. E. Tregenza 920 Mercer Ave., Windsor

       Pennsylvania John L. House 14   Pearson   Ave.,   Toronto

       Philippines C. W. Emmett 1310 Tecumseh Park Dr., Pt. Credit

       Quebec 

       Queensland Neil   A.   MacEachern Waterloo

       Rhode Island E.   H.   Brennan Leamington

       Saskatchewan J.   E.   Girven 581 Weller St., Peterborough

       Scotland Alex.  M.  Hannah 167 Albertus St., Toronto

       South Carolina Herb  F.  Thompson Kingston

       South Dakota D.   C.   Patmore 10 Maple Dr., R.R. No. 3, Orillia

       Tennessee Chas.   Fotheringham 70 Brock E., (Box 1035), Tillsonburg

       Texas ...W. E. Gowling  139 Carling Ave., Ottawa

       Utah   Lloyd B. Gillespie 410  Eden Ave., Ottawa

       Vermont Chas. H. Sheppard 1896 Delaware St., Niagara Falls

       Victoria 

       Virginia Fred G. Smith 146 Broadway Ave., Ottawa

       Washington Reg. J. Lewis 421  St. Clarens Ave., Toronto

       Western   Australia Wm. J. Shaw Apt. 1, 13 Bold St., Hamilton

       West   Virginia J.   B.   Henderson R.R. No.   1   Essex

       Wisconsin Dr.   S.   Perlman 353   Bathurst  St.,   Toronto

       Wyoming George   Shute 426 Cartier Ave., Sudbury, Ont.
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       THE ROYAL CRAFT

       in the

       Four Divisions of the Globe

       A REVIEW

       by

       Most   Excellent   Companion,   Colonel   R.    V.   Conover,   O.B.E.,    V.D.,    P.G.Z.

       FOREWORD

       To the Most Excellent, the Grand First Principal, Officers and Companions of  the Grand  Chapter of Royal Arch  Masons of Canada. Most Excellent Sir and Companions:

       Once again it is a most gratifying experience to present for your information this review of the proceedings of sixty-four Grand Royal Arch Chapters. It is regretted that the proceedings of New South Wales and Queensland  were  not  received.

       It is more than pleasant to acknowledge the numerous kind references to this Grand Chapter and this review in the published reviews of many Grand Chapters.

       It is most depressing to report that twenty-three Grand Chapters show a loss in members. The number of exaltations is decreasing each year. Over 11,759 members of the Grand Chapters reviewed were suspended for nonpayment of dues. 7,167 left the ranks by resignation and demits. Restorations of membership were 2,624 and rejoinings 3,139. The net losses from suspensions and demits in Canada and the United States of America were over 13,763. This situation is most alarming. It parallels that which occurred in 1927 and 1928 prior to the Great Depression. The condition at that time persisted until almost half the members were lost. Despite the recovery in financial affairs and the boom of the early 1950's few if any Grand Chapters have regained the high number of members shown in those days. Our own Grand Chapter has never regained sufficient members to exceed   the  peak  year,   1929,  which  reached  26,141.

       The Grand Chapter of Canada has completed one hundred years of masonic endeavour in this territory. During that period it has increased in stature and influence. Grand Chapters have been established from its member chapters in the provinces of Quebec, New Brunswick, Alberta, British Columbia, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. In addition one chapter assisted in the formation of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia and six affiliated with the Grand Chapter of Victoria in Australia.

       Faced now with the most serious situation in our history, the Grand Chapter of Canada barely escaped showing a loss in members in the year 1957. While it has been said that many chapters chose this year to clear their rolls of large numbers of delinquent members, no attempt has been made to examine the conditions which made these suspensions imperative. It is cold comfort indeed to observe that almost every other Grand Chapter on this continent has the same problem. It is also little, if any, comfort to observe that no Grand Chapter has found a remedy. The cry goes up at every Grand Convocation "sell Royal Arch Masonry." By any and every means canvass for candidates. It is wasted effort to obtain candidates by any and every method if we cannot hold them and retain others already on   our  rolls.

       Our officers and members need a re-awakening, a revival. The ideals, the principles,   the   tenets   of   the   Royal   Craft  are   as  sound   as   they  ever  were.

      

       It is iii the teachings and the application thai uc fail,    ["he  Him  Grand Principal

       of  Western  Australia  clearl)   points   the  wa\    in  these words.    "In  this degree

       the    candidate     is    exalted    to   dedicate   himself    to    the     (dot\     of   God    and     the

       service of his fellows."     I his service  should   not  he confined  to brethren  and

       companions.     I he   (.rand    High   Priesl   oi   Colorado  has   this   to  s.n   "clearly

       there   is   a   place   for   inasonn    today,   and   as    individual    masons   our   duties   an

       clearl)  defined  to make men realize thai  happiness and  peace of mind come

       not  from   that   which  Others do  for  us  hut  from   that    which    uc-  do  lot   others.'

       Extracts    from    other    proceedings    assembled    under    the    heading    "This

       mortal shall put on immortality" in   this  review, affirms again and again  thai

       Royal  Arch  Masonry   staunchly  believes in a  dedication   to  the Glorj   ol  (.0,1

       and  the  immortalit\   ol   the- soul.    The Craft  has not  strayed   from   its   ancient principles.      It   is   only   the   members   who   have   faltered   and   strayed.

       It might he advisable to study  this  problem of los^s from a business viewpoint. Enquirv would he directed to at least three phases, management, raw material and plant. Let us examine these factors Obviously if poor management is discovered a change would he indicated. Reports from many jurisdictions indicate a very low standard in the esoteric work. Replacement by keen enthusiastic competent First Principals and correspondingly, High Priests, who have demonstrated their ahilitv to conduct all the affairs of the chapter in the highest and hest manner and who in addition have shown their  ahilitv  to confer all degrees in accordance with the ritual would he a hist consideration. During the time an officer is serving in the line he should he under the closest scrutinv. The officer who falters in a junior office ought to he removed. Grand Chapter officers who are called upon to inspect must make honest reports and point out errors not onlv in the conferring of  the  degrees  but  also  in   management.

       Under material this should be considered:

       Everv man of mature age and under the tongue of good report does not become a good freemason. It must be admitted that there are many misfits. A careful scrutinv and investigation of everv applicant will deter misfits and "office seekers." A candidate's motives for joining ought to be carefully scrutinized by an investigating committee. Under material the question of fees and dues should be given attention. A chapter cannot operate successfully if the annual dues of all the members is less than the normal cost of operation which includes rent, salarv. printing. Grand Chapter dues, refreshment and entertainment. In some cases annual dues are as low as $1.25 per annum. A Chapter cannot function on such  low  annual dues and in order to  sur\i\e is necessarily forced to canvass for candidates regardless of fitness. The fees for exaltation  must be commensurate with the dignity of the order. Mankind values ven slightly those things which are procured cheaplv and with little effort.     Ro\al  Arch   Masonrv  should  not   be cheap.

       What about our plant? The church has learned to go to the people. New Church buildings are erected in the areas in  which  people li\e. More and smaller chapters may be the solution. The location of Chapter rooms in large dedicated temples in congested areas  with  high rents and traffic and parking problems is a contributing factor to poor attendance. The  success  oi Royal Arch Masonrv in England can be attributed to  attaching  a chaptei to each lodge. I here, meetings are held in rooms in  public   buildings  wherevei coincident. Wherever Masonic buildings are  available  then are used. Chapters sometimes meet in hotels and restaurants. In mam  cases  on this  continent there is onI\ one or at most two chapters in a large city. Only a few members can have a hope of  taking  part in  the  work where there is a membership of hundreds. In such cases members lose  interest,  cease to attend and eventually are suspended for non-pavment of dues

       The Grand Council of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada is faced with this problem and cannot avoid making a determined attempt   to  stop    this     wastage      I p   to   the   present    the     solution    suggested   has

      

       been to secure one thousand exaltations annually. What our record has disclosed is increased suspensions and demits. The second century is before us. If the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada accepts its responsibility, the Royal Craft will go on and on to greater and greater service, to the Glory of God and the welfare of his children. If it does not the future is bleak.

      
        [image: picture11]
      

       MASONRY IN THE WORLD

       Nevada  (1957)

       The Grand Orator said:

       "The world of the present is little different than it was in the past year. True we have made strides in the world of science. But our assurance that these strides will be for our benefit can only be assured by the measure of what has taken place in the past. We face the future with no fear. The atomic world will contain the records of man making this a better world. Man will not destroy himself, he will only continue himself. The force of our order will continue to work toward the end of making better men and Masons — brothers and companions. Save only that Almighty God will turn against us — he could be our only enemy. But His love has been assuring to us in  all generations, and as today we apply the square, the level and the plumb, and keep the compasses to chart our course, so then tomorrow we can take stock and find the same results."

       Illinois (1957)

       The   Grand  High   Priest  stated:

       "Companions, the world today is full of unrest as to the rights of personal liberties and freedom of speech. If the people of Russia go Atheist, Freemasonry continues its faith in God.

       Where Communism suppresses freedom in religion, and speech, Masonry teaches freedom of speech and freedom of religious beliefs.

       It is our duty as Masons today as never before, to safe-guard its principles which are vital to our liberty and happiness.

       Let us never forget our obligations we received while kneeling at our Altar."

       Montana (1956)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "It is no accident in nations where Masonry is strong, that the people of that nation enjoy the highest privileges of freedom, abundant living, and a high level of education and information, through free press, free assembly and free public schools."

       Colorado (1956)

       The Grand High Priest pointed out:

       "We are in a peak era of prosperity and easy living. Companies are searching for men to fill positions of skill and offering many inducements to make work attractive. So, instead of striving for success, many men are seeking only security and  contentment,  both  to  be obtained  with  as  little  effort   as

      

       possible. Security may possibly be given to us by the government and its financial experts, but contentment and peace of mind can be found only in the simple lessons taught bv Masonry, and in the churches of our faith. Clearly, there is a place for Masonry today, and as individual Masons our duties are clearly defined; to make men realize that happiness, peace of mind and contentment come not from that which others do for us, but, from that which we do for others."

       Victoria (1956)

       The First Grand Principal said:

       "The influx of new population into Australia from other than British countries tends to change the outlook of our people, and it seems to me that our Royal Arch Freemasonry has opportunity for work of even greater value in the future in preserving that well balanced attitude towards human relationship that has been Britain's greatest contribution to human progress. Although Freemasonry is so widely distributed, it was amongst the British people that it originated."

       New Zealand (1956)

       The First Grand Principal stated:

       'We do not join Freemasonry with any thought of material reward, but from a favourable opinion preconceived of the institution, and a desire to be ranked among its members. But we do get our reward in the inspiration derived from its beautiful ceremonies and in the friendships we make among its members. These are rewards that cannot be reckoned in terms of money, but they add to the richness of our lives. Indeed, it can be said that the light of friendship is like that of the glow-worm — it is seen at its best when all around is dark.

       Freemasonry is a progressive science, and each Degree stresses certain duties that are encumbent upon us. And if the Degrees are worked efficiently and reverently we cannot fail to be impressed by the lessons that they teach. They add purpose to our lives by pointing out the paths of rectitude a Mason mould follow in carrying out his duty to God, to his neighbour and to himself. And the more we know of Freemasonry, the better we like it. The more we practise it, the better do we appreciate its principles.

       'You wear the Square, but do you know

       The  thing the Square denotes?

       Are there within your inmost soul

       Those principles which should control

       All deeds and words and  thoughts?

       The Square of Virtue — is it there,

       O you that wear the Mason's Square?' "

       West Australia (1957)

       The First Grand Principal said:

       "The one great characteristic of man down through the ages has been his unquenchable search to understand — to understand what appears to him to be incomprehensible.

       Glimpses of the incomprehensible have been vouchsafed to man from the earliest times, and it is only by increasing in wisdom and understanding from time to time that the supremely important attributes in life, the heavenly attributes, become known to us for our peace and enjoyment.

       What a wide vista does this understanding unfold!

       Yet again Companions, you remember in the third degree we are reminded >f the most interesting of all Human studies, a knowledge, an understanding >f oneself and of the necessity in fitting us for our everyday contact with our ellow men.

      

       As this idea expands and its influence grows, surely understanding is the supreme medicine mankind needs today, with all that it implies, loyalty, truth, tolerance and justice.

       From the beginning of our Masonic career this idea of searching — searching to understand  is  interwoven  into our  ceremonies  and  exhortations.

       The way is not always easy, death may intervene, the key or symbol to further progress may be lost; essential truths discarded, because they do not conform to our preconceived plans but through it all is built up a confidence that by adherence to our principles and tenets, the goal to which we journey can be ultimately achieved.

       The search for happiness, however, is not confined to Masons only but to all mankind, each according to his lights, and  it  is here that Masonry is able to give a clear direction that the more enduring truths which influence the minds of men are not great material achievements but those indefinite qualities without which material success may be ephemeral.

       The atmosphere of our gatherings engenders renewed loyalty to those powerful spiritual standards, and who knows, because of the far-flung influence of our Order, may not be an important influence for peace and good will at home and abroad."

       West Australia (1956)

       The First Grand Principal stated:

       "As every fellowcraft knows, 'Masonry is a system of Morality' a system that must be fully mastered if each member is to become a competent craftsman. Masonry is a course of moral and spiritual training based on ancient usage and long established practice. It is a way of living that brings light to the inner nature of man and enables him in the fullness of time to attain the heights to which his awakened spirit can take him. The awakening of his spirit occurs as he faithfully travels the way, knowing that each degree, fully understood, brings him nearer the realization of his ideal.

       The climax of pure antient Masonry is the Holy Royal Arch, and is well called the Supreme Order, for it is the necessary Degree of recovery following on the loss set out in the Degree of Master Mason. The Royal Arch is therefore, the complement of the Master Mason Degree. Without the Royal Arch, Masonry would lose its climax, and be as a tale partly told or a promise unfulfilled. Here the Mason learns that the only secrets worth finding are those incommunicable ones which discover themselves within the personal consciousness of the seeker who is in earnest to translate ceremonial representation into facts of spiritual experience. In this degree the Candidate is 'Exalted' to dedicate himself to the Glory of God and the service of his fellows. The Jewel of the degree is a symbol of the equilibrium between God and man, and while pointing to the source of our inspiration, it reveals those virtues that should be practiced by all good men and true."

       Alabama (1957)

       From the report of the committee on  Masonry and American citizenship  this is quoted:

       "Since our last convocation the world has witnessed many thrilling instances in which enslaved peoples were willing to risk death to escape from communism. But communism is still with us. Communism and crime continue to be twin enemies of Masonry and American Citizenship. The evil forces menace not only the security of our Nation but they also menace the homes and lodges of America, which are the foundations of our civilization. We are told that one home out of every sixteen has been blighted by sorrow and misery because of crime. Lawlessness will deprive some of these homes of their breadwinners and leave disgrace, shame and heavy hearts, as their loved ones join the ever expanding forces of the lawless. It has been proved that most criminals failed

      

       to develop character and this is directly attributable to lack of proper influence and guidance in the borne. Unfortunately, the home in many cases no longer provides the inspiration for right  living.  I he American home musl strive to continue  to be a  center  of learning how  to  live as well  as  a  center of  living.

       We as Chapter Masons must take-  the  lead and help restore the home to its proper place where the lessons of  the  Golden Rule are  translated  into daily living. We need to he true companions of our children as well as the providers of the  necessities  of life.

       What is needed is greater  participation  by Chapter Masons with their children in the programs of church, school and community. What is needed above all is to  practice  the great principles so forcefully taught in our great fraternity.

       The real danger in communism lies in the fact that it is atheistic and seeks to replace the Supreme Being. Communism, like crime, advances and takes hold because men ignore God. Communism is secularism on the march. It is the mortal foe of all of the world's religions which acknowledge the existence of God. Either our Masonic beliefs will triumph or communism will engulf us. In this land of ours the two cannot live side by side.

       Our most effective defence against communism and crime lies in our basic Masonic and American faith in God, an ardent fervor for liberty under law and justice  for all. Masonry and religious convictions stand as major obstacles in  the path of communist progress.

       As Chapter Masons we must strive to overcome the apathy, ignorance and guile which nourish the twin enemies of our freedom — Crime and Communism. Let us never forget that strength and good character, like charity, begin at home. So long as the American home is nurtured by the spirit of our Heavenly Father and is a center of learning and living, America will remain secure."

       Scotland (1957)

       The First Grand Principal said:

       "Well, Companions, when I spoke at the Vernal Equinox a year ago, and indeed I think two years ago as well, I mentioned that I felt that the general 'malaise' which had brooded over the world since the end of the war was beginning to lift and disperse. That improvement, which could perhaps be noted  then, has unfortunately not continued.

       The past twelve months have seen the recession of many hopes and many minds are filled with perplexity and doubt. One cannot escape from a feeling of anxiety and indeed of considerable apprehension.

       Can we as Freemasons make any contribution towards a lifting of these cares? Well, Companions, last year I ventured to speak to you of the power of prayer. Once again I do earnestly ask all Scottish Freemasons to pray most earnestly night and morning that the Great Architect of the Universe may place wisdom and enlightenment in the minds and hearts of those who hold in their hands the happiness and destinies of mankind, that they may be guided by those principles by which all true Freemasons are guided and which will bring that peace, harmony and freedom from constant care for which, after so many years of really crushing anxiety, the whole of mankind so passionately longs."

       New York  (1957)

       The Chair man of Committee on correspondence adi'ised:

       "Let us prescribe copious and repeated doses of POSH I\T MASONIC ENDEAVOR, which produces the continuous smooth pull of the diesel engine, not the jerking fits and starts of hodge-podge motives and  objectives.  Let us remember the high regard in which Royal Arch Masonry is held by the Craft  at large, and  the fact  that  it   is   the  essential  requirement  for so  many

      

       so-called further degrees of Masonry. Let fervency and zeal be our motto, as we start out to place Capitular Masonry on the high level of distinction and influence it deserves.

       Royal Arch Masonry always merits our very best endeavor. With net gains in every Chapter, net gains in Grand Chapters will take care of themselves. Then that happy day will dawn, when The General Grand Chapter will reach and far exceed that long desired goal of a Million Royal Arch Masons. It can be done. There is no doubt about it.

       William Shakespeare was right when he said, —

       'The  fault, Dear Brutus, is not in  our stars, 'But in ourselves, that we are underlings.'

       Julius Caesar, Act 1, Sc. 2."

       CONDITION OF ROYAL ARCH MASONRY

       Virginia (1957)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "We have been pleased to find throughout the state what seemed to us an increasing interest in Royal Arch Masonry. Some of our Chapters need to apply themselves more faithfully to their obligations and to their privileges of membership in the chapter. Some of the officers of the chapters are not as proficient in their work as they should be. Attendance in these chapters is proportionately smaller. I hope that the officers, especially, will accept the challenge which comes with the honor of being an officer in a chapter. While proficiency in the ritual is the very foundation upon which to build an enthusiastic and interested membership, I trust that the officers will inspire their membership for better attendance by their faithfullness, loyalty, and enthusiasm. These elements are contagious and once we can enthuse our membership in this manner, we will find our attendance at meetings increasing and our numbers growing."

       Michigan (1957)

       The Grand High Priest observed:

       "From many observations over the past few years I have become confident that Royal Arch Masonry can have a great future in the State of Michigan. Although some profess pessimism, I have seen too many instances of solid accomplishment arising from the application of a little imagination and enthusiasm to have any real doubts. It is more a question of timing, of when we are willing to assume the responsibilities that have been enjoined upon us. Although none can assess the full significance of his individual efforts towards realizing the destiny of our Order, we can measure the extent to which we have succeeded or failed in applying our own fullest capabilities. Let us try our best, Companions, having faith that the Supreme High Priest of Heaven and Earth will not let our labors go unrewarded, and having hope that the result must be a brighter and nobler future for our Order and for  all mankind."

       British Columbia (1957)

       From the Capitular Review this is quoted:

       "Taking   into   consideration   all   that   the   Royal   Arch   has   to   offer   the Symbolic  Mason,  there  is  no valid  excuse  for decreased  membership.  Where

      

       such exists, it means the Companions are 'laying down on the job' and arc not extending further light and knowledge to their less informed Brethren. It is as simple as  that!  There is no lack of material in the quarries with roughly 73'< of Masons outside the R. A. Fold; all of these are potential candidates for the Supreme Degree, and no Companion need  hesitate  to extend a welcome invitation.

       One is inclined to suspect that the issuance of special dispensations (scores in some cases) to receive, read, and ballot on petitions at the same convocation, may have something to do with it. It is not a wise move. Such precipitate action often results in lack of interest — and subsequent n.p.d. It mav be a new version of the old adage; 'Easy come easy go.' Caution in the examination and acceptance of candidates is preferable.

       No candidate should be accepted unless and until he has first been investigated in the privacy of his home by a conscientious committee (we customarily use three l'ast Z's) appointed for this specific purpose. No candidate should reach the ballot unless the report of such investigation committee is favorable. It is wise to reject the 'misfits' or self-seekers before they actually reach the Chapter. The mere fact of being investigated as to suitability gives the applicant the correct impression — that membership in a R.A. Chapter is something to be highly valued; if finally accepted, he is in a much more receptive and impressionistic mood than if his application is treated purely as a commercial transaction."

       North Dakota (1957)

       From the Report of Capitular Education this is taken:

       "Royal Arch Masonry cannot exist indefinitely merely as the password to Christian Knighthood or as a bridge to the playground of Masonry. Its intrinsic value must be emphasized. All Freemasons must be brought to realize that the Royal Arch completes the symbolism of the Master Mason degree."

       Rhode Island (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "I feel that the time has come for us to assure the future of our Craft by consolidating and strengthening that which we have. A thorough knowledge and understanding of our history, symbolism, and lessons will make for a more dedicated and enlightened membership which, in time, will be reflected in improved attendance and applications, in increasing numbers. With this in mind, I initiated a Chapter of Instruction on a State-wide basis and suggested the formation of roundtable discussion groups within the several Chapters. Results of this program cannot be measured in so short a time."

       Delaware (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "It has been proven this year that active, interested Chapter officers is the answer to the problem of making progressive Chapters and a definite program, planned well in advance, tends toward a successful Capitular year. May I urge that the Council Officers of each Subordinate Chapter plan their year's program promptly. It is gratifying to note that we again have a gain in membership this year, an indication of renewed interest and activity which I trust may continue."

       Ohio (1956)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "Five or six years ago in looking over the various year's results we found that there was a  very definite and serious trend  to a decline  in membership

      

       of our Grand Jurisdiction. Each succeeding year the net gain showed a decline over the previous year. Here is the picture we found:

       Year   Net Gain

       1946   2,856

       1947   2,498

       1948   2,211

       1949   1,769

       1950   1,207

       1951   1,282

       1952   852

       1953   914

       1954   823

       1955   292

       1956   767

       When such trends appear in any business enterprise the management had better organize a program which will stop such a move. It is a well known fact in business economics that when a definite trend develops it takes strenuous efforts to stem it and to reverse it to a trend of betterment. If such trends cannot be stopped it is most certain that there will be some changes in management. Hence, we must recognize that adverse inertia needs the combined effort of all forces to divert it to a beneficial inertia. This is what we found in Ohio Grand Jurisdiction and it seemed to your Grand High Priest that it needed some strenuous concerted effort of all to bring Ohio back to an increased gain each year."

       Tennessee (1957)

       The committee on Advancement of Royal Arch Masonry stated:

       "We have noticed that several members were dropped for non-payment of dues during 1956. We believe if the High Priests of all Chapters would appoint special committees with the assistance of the entire membership to assist the secretaries in contacting these delinquent members, our suspensions for nonpayment of dues would be held to a minimum.

       When conferring the Capitular Degrees we believe that much will be gained by starting on time and following through the entire Degree without delay. The High Priest of each subordinate Chapter should see that the Degree Teams and officers are proficient in their work and at no time use the ritual. while conferring a degree, since this has a tendency to. lower interest on the part of the candidate and also those who sit on the side lines.

       The committee believes that when a candidate receives the Royal Arch degree, he should be encouraged to obtain a ritual and learn a certain part. By doing this he will be interested in his chapter and have a better understanding of the Chapter work and in due time be a faithful worker.

       The larger Chapters in the state should work closer with the smaller Chapters and assist them in every possible way, and if necessary have their degree teams visit and confer degrees when requested, and also offer to confer the degrees on their elected candidates as a courtesy. The smaller Chapters should at any time feel free to call on the larger Chapters to assist them with any part of the work.

       The committee feels that each subordinate Chapter should have several educational meetings during the year. We feel that much will be gained in an open discussion where each companion present will have the opportunity to express his views on the different things that confront them during the conferring of the Capitular Degrees. If a local educational committee could be formed to go to the adjacent Chapters during the year at regular intervals or when needed, we believe this would create an interest which does not exist at the present.

      

       If the High Priest of each subordinate Chapter would appoint a committee 10 contact Blue Lodge Masons who have cot received the Chapter degrees and explain to them what the Capitular degrees have to offer, we believe that much could be gained in this manner. '

       West Virginia (1956)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "It has seemed to me that enlisting membership lias depended, among othei things,  on the number and location of Chapters in relation to the Blue Lodges. Numbers of our counties have no Chapters and Chapter membership is negligible in these counties. Sonic counties have more than one Chapter. Where there is more than one Chapter in a County, the average percentage of Blue Lodge members who are also Chapter members is 41. Where there is only one Chapter the average percentage of Blue Lodge members who belong to the Chapter is 27. We would benefit by the formation of more Chapters, particularly in the areas of urban population density and in the rapidly growing regions along the Ohio River.

       Only one new Chapter has been chartered since 1943. The suggestion for more Chapters is not an easy one to carry out. It will require more competent ritualists than we now have despite the devoted efforts of our corps of lecturers. This is one of the problems I unhappily leave to my successors.

       We cheerfully note that two Chapters, almost dormant, are taking on a resurgence of spirit. One Chapter is now unfortunately located because of population shifts through the years. They are working on a change of location and if this develops, as seems likely, most probably renewed growth will take place there.

       It is difficult to know the condition of the craft through the communication channels we now have. Reports from the District Deputy Grand Lecturers and inspectors are important but one has difficulty from reading these reports in finding the essential points where help might be extended and in addition some of them must of necessity come in when it is too late to be of much help."

       Oklahoma (1957)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "There are still a few chapters not making satisfactory progress. Some of the problems we had a year ago have not yet been solved. Although the numerical condition of the Rite in Oklahoma is not pleasing the overall condition is satisfactory. Modern conditions seem to demand the continued use of Field Days. It seems that the Chapters who make use of a well planned schedule of Field Days have shown good progress. I am slightly apprehensive of one condition that exists in many chapters. Many of our Chapters have certain 'wheel horses,' older campanions who have borne the burden and heat of the day, who confer most of the work, solicit most of the petitions, and carry most of the responsibility for their Chapters. Every effort should be made to get young Masons on the degree teams and into the line of Chapter officers."

       Maryland (1956)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "During the twelve months that I have spent making the visitations to the subordinate Chapters I have seen a greatly improved spirit of zealousness and attendance within those Chapters. It is my fervent hope that the coming years will show more growth of attendance, zeal, and furtherance of Capitular Masonry.

       The spirit that I have seen exhibited by the Officers of subordinate Chapters convinces me that there is a growing reawakening among the Chapters

      

       that they must work harder to increase their strength. I feel that the spirit exhibited by these Officers merits words of encouragement and a pledge from this Grand Chapter that it will continue to offer all aid and assistance possible in order that each Chapter might flourish in the proud tradition we have inherited from Masons from time immemorial.

       Attendance and efficiency which I have noted convinces me that we will continue to grow and improve.

       I regret to report that we show a net loss of 58 Companions throughout the State for the year. This net loss is 18 less than last year.

       Our exaltations this year were 202, reinstated 7, affiliated 12, demitted 61, suspended 55, and our present membership is 7,435.

       The number of deaths is a factor in our membership over which we have no control, however, I believe that with a little more energy on the part of every one of us in securing more petitions for our Chapters and then by cooperating in making all our work a little more interesting we can at least control our suspensions and retain many of the members we are now losing."

       California (1957)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "During the year it was my good fortune to visit 90 of our 124 Chapters, some being visited a second time, so my total visits to chapters mounted to 100.

       With the completion of these visits every Chapter in California has been visited by a Grand High Priest during the last three years. It is the purpose of your present Grand Officers to so arrange things that no Chapter in our jurisdiction shall lack a visit from the then Grand High Priest for more than two or three years."

       Saskatchewan (1957)

       The Committee on Condition of Capitular Masonry reports:

       "Dues continue to be a problem. Thirteen chapters report outstanding dues of $100.00 or over — six report outstanding dues over $300.00."

       Utah (1957)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "The past year has been marked by steady progress on the part of most of our chapters both in numbers of degrees conferred and in general activities. Some of our larger chapters have had large classes of candidates with enthusiastic groups of officers and companions and will show splendid numerical gains for the year. All our chapters have been characterized by a rebirth and renewal of interest in York Rite Masonry which if continued will soon begin to show itself in more tangible results. Financially we are in a satisfactory condition. We are in a period, of growth in Utah both economically and in population. But we are also in a period when there are more and more outside interests to take the brother away from the lodge room. Consequently it behooves all of us to redouble our efforts to maintain York Rite Masonry in its rightful place of distinction and strength in Utah."

       THIS MORTAL SHALL PUT ON IMMORTALITY

       Wyoming (1957)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "In our Grand Jurisdiction we have suffered the loss of 55 Companions who have  been  called  from   their  labours on earth  to everlasting refreshment in

      

       the   Paradise   of   God.     Wc   extend   our   heartfelt   sympathy   to   those   loved ones  Left  behind.

       "Not  silent  are those hallowed dead,

       A   richer  eloquence survives;

       We have from those who've gone ahead,

       The inspiration of their li\es.  "

       Illinois (1957)

       from the Report of Committee on Obituaries this is quoted:

       "In the midst of the review of our labors for the past year we traditionally pause, turn our thoughts from the material things of life and for a few minutes consider the life beyond and reverently pay loving homage to the memory of those of our Companions with whom we have knelt at the same altar, offered worship and devotion to the Great Jehovah, who answered the final summons, finished their pilgrimage of life and crossed the silent river to the life beyond.

       Amid the activities of life we are from time to time reminded of the uncertainty of life by the passing of those with whom we have been associated and those whose services to Capitular Masonry have been of worth and estimation. However much our affections may twine around some earthly friend, the tender cord of friendship must be broken. Futile, indeed, is any attempt to paint with words the sorrows of human existence which are forced upon us by the seemingly too frequent visitation.

       'Life's labor done,

       Life's blessings all enjoyed

       Serenely to their final rest they passed

       While the soft memories of their virtues yet

       Linger, like twilight hues, when the bright sun is set.' "

       Nevada (1957)

       Fiom the Memorial Service this is quoted:

       "The Angel of Death has again entered the veils of our Tabernacle and beckoned these Companions to accompany him. We, who are left behind, can no longer see their faces except in our memories — but we will constantly see evidences of their having been with us because we shall continue building on the foundation we have inherited from them.

       Free Masonry teaches us man's soul is immortal — therefore these Companions have not died but have been transferred to the Eternal Tabernacle above where there is no hate or greed.

       This should serve as a lesson to us to so live and act that when our hour of departure arrives we too may hear the welcome words, 'Well done thou good and faithful servant — enter into the House of thy Lord.' "

       Arkansas (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "While we give thanks to the Great God above for those of you who are here, may we pause at this time in loving remembrance of those with whom we last met, who have completed their earthly temples and gone over life's horizon to meet their eternal reward.

       'The working tools of life have dropped from their nerveless grasp,

       The journey ended for the weary feet;

       God holds their hand in gentle grasp,

       Their journey ended, their temples are complete.' "

      

       Louisiana (1956)

       From the Report of the Committee on Necrology this is quoted:

       "We have asked ourselves what death means to those who die. We are confident that it means new and larger life for them. But what does the death of those we love mean to us, who are left behind? May it mean to us a new and larger life, also?

       How can this be? Often the death of one we love seems to mean almost the end of life to us too; at least the end of the joy of life. Perhaps nothing we can do, nothing that can happen to us, seems to be worthwhile or to have any meaning, because we can no longer see, or hear, or touch that beloved person who has gone ahead. We are tempted to feel that there is no longer any reason for doing well in our work, since we can no longer see the light of pride and gladness in the eyes we loved. The things we used to enjoy most, because we did them together, hurt us most now that the dear, familiar comradeship is gone. The very glory of the sunset and the fragrance of the flowers pain us because we can no longer share our delights in them in the old way.

       It is natural that we should feel that while the death of our beloved is all gain to them, it is all loss for us. But if we think more deeply, we may come to see that our sorrow can mean to us also new life and larger. We have lost the sound of the voice, the touch of the hand of the person we loved. We have lost the joy of the old accustomed ways of fellowship.

       And these are great losses, which mean great and lasting sorrow. But because we have known what it is to experience that sorrow we have gained new understanding of the sorrows of theirs, new sympathy, new power to strengthen, comfort and encourage those to whom sorrow comes. And these are great gains which can come to us only through sorrow. For only those who have gone through an experience and have in that experience found the way to comfort and courage can give the fullest comfort and courage to others to whom a similar experience comes.

       And so our loss, if we meet it bravely, means to us, as well as to those who have gone on into the other Room, opportunity for a life larger in its opportunities for service, richer in its capacity for understanding and helpfulness, and stronger because filled with a new power which only suffering could have given us."

       Kentucky (1956)

       The Committee on Necrology said:

       "We have again stood upon hallowed ground and offered the sacrifice of love at the altar of fraternal memory. As the sweet incense ascends from this shrine may we resolve to so live that when the summons comes to us it will not be the tolling of the bell but a clear call to come out of the mist and shadows of this life into the joys of eternal bliss.

       'Sunset and evening star,

       And one clear call for me! And may there be no moaning of the bar,

       When I put out to sea,

       But such a tide as moving seems asleep,

       Too full for sound and foam, When that which drew from out the boundless deep

       Turns again home.

       Twilight and evening bell,

       And after that the dark! And may there be no sadness of farewell

       When I embark:

      

       For tho' from out our bourne ol  rime and Place

       rhe Hood may bear me Ear, I hope to sec- im  Pilot face to face

       When I have crost the bar.' (Tennyson) "

       Indiana  (1956)

       The Committee on Fraternal Head said:

       "We have sorrow, but at the same time we have everlasting faith, because we know —

       After the clouds the sunshine, Alter the winter, the spring, After the shower, the rainbow — Alter life is a changeable thing; After the night, the morning, Bidding all darkness cease, After life's cares and sorrows, The comfort and sweetness of peace."

       South Carolina (1957)

       The Report of the Committee on Necrology stated:

       "We are not alone in our sorrow as we lament the passing of these Companions. The widow, the fatherless, the loved ones are more bereft than we. To all those whose hearts are saddened and whose bereavement is immeasurable, we extend our heart-felt and sincere sympathy as we commend them to the love and sustaining strength of God our Father.

       'They never quite leave you

       The brethren who pass

       Through the shadow of death

       To the sunlight above.

       A thousand fond memories are holding them fast

       To the scenes they have blessed

       With their presence and love.' "

       Kansas (1957)

       From the Report of the Committee on Necrology this is quoted:

       "Companions, we well know from our Masonic tenets that there is a land of tomorrow, far in the West, beyond the twilight and the evening star, where the light of ages burns undimmed; there our departed Companions dwell in everlasting peace, beyond the River of Life. No sound comes from them, yet this we know, that in Nature, silence is the greatest wisdom. Let us all look forward to the dawn of that new life that they now enjoy, and not weep so long that we miss the Resurrection as some did at Calvary.

       As we look into the heart of the beyond, immeasured by the flight of years, let us prepare our Arch and Keystone now, so we will be deemed Good Masters, and having travelled our Rough and Rugged Road, passed by the Signet of Truth through the Veils of this life and there receive the White Stone with the new name which is That Grand Omnific word, and thus be Exalted to be with our departed Companions. There petty annoyances and corroding cares are sunk into nothingness, for Heaven is a-going home to our friends and loved ones. Death is that part of Life nearest Divine Life and therefore much brighter, as the side of the moon we do not see is nearer the source of Terrestial Light. Soon it will be we, to whom  these tributes will be paid.

      

       Our cross of today will be our Crown of tomorrow with those who have gone before. As the flowers of spring carpet the gentle hill-sides, so do the good deeds of the departed, ease our pathway, for death is as the falling of a leaf or a beautiful sun setting in the West after a long fruitful day. Truly do our hearts find comfort and consolation in the faith of our Blessed Order and our tribute of 'Holiness to the Lord.' 'The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord.' May the blessings of the Grand High Priest of Heaven, comfort all who mourn and console them in their bereavement. Because of their labors in Life's Vineyard during the heat and burden of the day, they are endeared to us until we shall have been made equal unto them and also receive the wages of faithful Craftsmen. Theirs was a work that time cannot overthrow and on that last sixth hour of the sixth day of Judgement, they shall inhabit Eternity, where earthly distinctions are done away with.

       The Messenger of Death may come through the thick darkness or with the light of dawn, or in the full brightness of midday. Mysterious are the ways he strikes, fulfilling destiny. At times, the land may be half plowed, the grain half sown or reaped. Surely that something within Man that is greater than himself, shows best in the presence of death, when neither rank, reputation, or service can stay the stroke."

       North Carolina (1957)

       The report of the Committee on Necrology points out:

       "Sadness is inevitable when we realize that we are met here in annual communication from which there are absent those of our brothers who were with us before and here no longer; who have in the course of the twelve months past laid down forever the working tools of this life and passed into the bourne of that far country 'from which no traveller returns', whose fellowship is missed among us; and yet whose memory will forever be green and fresh in the hearts, not of us alone, but of myriad friends who knew and loved them in the walks of life and, most of all, in the hearts of those near and dear to them who find themselves so bitterly bereaved.

    

  
    
       Ours is a task in which there is interwoven a component of glory, too. For whatever man and brother among us has wrought well at his task, has known the joy of friendship and of fellowship, has merited the love of family and friends — he has known the glory in this world and his memory will be gloriously revered.

       Mrs. Grace Coolidge, after the death of her son, wrote:

       'You. my son, have shown me God . . . You left the gates of Heaven ajar That I might glimpse, Approaching from afar, The glories of His Grace . . .'

       The idea that a loved one has gone to be with God, in itself serves to bring us closer to Him. In this world it often happens that when a man has reached the place of anguish, God rolls away the mist and the very spot selected as the receptacle for his tears becomes the place of his highest rapture.

       Until the final Sunset comes, may all be well with us and ours, through all the coming, changeful days. And when the Sunset fades to Dark, and we are called to say, 'Good Night' to those we love, may fears be gone, because the Dark shall quickly break to Dawn. And with the morning light, may we go above, from the Land of Loss to the Land of Love; where Love shall ever have its own, in that ampler Home where fondest dreams come true, where Life shall be commensurate with its deepest longings, and where we shall ever'live on in highest service."

      

       Ohio (1956)

       The Necrology report stated:

       "It is customary and indeed most  titling  thai We pause lor a lew moments to remember and pay tribute to our companions in this and other  jurisdictions who in the Near just passed have answered the last call and are now at icsi in (he Paradise of God. We sorrow not as men without hope for those who rest in Him. Our  faith  in the immortality of the soul, the great cornerstone of Masonry, brings to us in the midst of the sorrow of parting with friends and loved ones, a peace which woidd otherwise be impossible, as we look forward to a blessed reunion in the Celestial Lodge above lot  which  we are fitting our-selves as living stones. We live much in memories, and the memory these, our companions, as we recall them from time to time, will form an added incentive to spur us on to he worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called."

       Georgia (1957) 1 he Report of the Committee on Memorials stated:

       "They are not dead who live In hearts they leave behind. They live a life again And shall live through the years Eternal life, and grow Each day more beautiful, As time declares their good, Forgets the rest, and proves Their immortality."

       Connecticut (1957)

       The report of Committee on Memorials said:

       "It is not by caprice, that is, a sudden unreasonable change of mood or opinion, that causes the Grand Architect of the Universe to allow our earthly lives to close, and that part of us which is mortal to disappear. Rather, He transports us to another and an infinitely more beautiful home. God is love. He is all wise, merciful and just. We bow in reverence and accept His divine will.

       'Life is real ! Life is earnest !

       And the grave is not its goal;

       Dust thou art, to dust returnest,

       Was not spoken of the soul.' "

       New Hampshire (1957)

       The Grand High Priest affirmed:

       "As Masons, we all believe that there is life hereafter, but we sorely miss among us the presence of our Companions, who have completed their journey through this vale of tears, and who now are proceeding onward to be admitted within the Veil of Heaven, there to receive full enjoyment of Life Eternal.

       Companions, let us pause in our deliberations, and set aside our labors to dedicate our thoughts to those noble Companions who have completed life's journev and gone ahead of us to that land 'from whose bourne no traveler ever returns,' a better land where 'faith fails not, and where God rules supreme.'

       May the souls

       Of the faithful departed,

       By the mercy of God,

       Rest in Peace;

       And may LIGHT PERPETUAL

       Shine upon them. Amen."

      

       New York (1957)

       The Grand Chaplain said:

       "It is a sad commentary on human nature that so many of us should go through life with only the most casual recognition of Him who has given us all the good things we enjoy. We come to take them for granted.

       Prosperity brings the spirit of self-sufficiency. Success breeds over-confidence. Like the Israelites of old, we sit down to eat and drink, and rise up to play, with all too little realization of the deepest needs of our own selves. Summoned suddenly to face the grim side of life, we find that we have not the courage to do it alone. We have not the strength to meet it unaided. The plain truth is that, of ourselves we are not equal to this life.

       It is only in such a crisis that we recognize what has always been true; our sufficiency is not of God. And in our utter helplessness we find ourselves being drawn to Him just as the little child, facing the first real sorrow of his life, throws himself sobbing upon his mother's knees to empty his soul of its anguish, and draw in that sustaining strength which LOVE imparts.

       The deepest experiences of this life are found not in pleasure, but in pain. We see God best, not through our laughter but through our tears.

       How can we say that sorrow has not its use?

       Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which thou bearest unto thy people, and grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, they may go from strength to strength, in the life of perfect service, in thy heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, world without end."

       Florida (1957)

       From the Report of the Committee on Memorials this is quoted:

       "Life here on earth has its burdens, its crosses we must bear, its lights and its shadows. But thanks be to God, we have the Great Companion who is ever before us beckoning us on to follow in His footsteps along the King's Highway. Once on this King's Highway we discover the real way of life — the way that leads us triumphantly on, until we cross over to the other side of time, where we are with Him and once again with those whom we love — and have lost but for a short while.

       New Mexico (1957)

       The Grand High Priest pays this tribute:

       "He is not dead, but sleeps;

       And soon he will arise and take

       Me by the hand. I know he will awake

       And smile on me as he did yesterday;

       And he will have some gentle word to say,

       Some kindly deed to do; for loving thought

       Was warp and woof of which his life was wrought.

       He is not dead. Such souls forever live

       In boundless measure of the love they give."

       Phillipines (1957)

       The Grand High Priest pays this tribute:

       "At this time we pay tribute to our fraternal dead. Their spirits have winged their way to the Eternal I AM. We no more shall see them in flesh and blood; no more shall we feel the warmth of their grip; no more shall words of

      

       advice fall from their lips, and no move  shall   their  presence be  a  balm to our aching hearts. But  their  memory shall linger in ns;  their  footprints on the sands of time shall he our guideposts in our travels thru the unseen future; their achievements shall spur us to higher endeavors, and challenge us to lead lives of usefulness. It hehoo\es us the Living to honor and venerate  their  memory, not h\  einp;\  words of praise, hut hv  the  accomplishment of  tasks  to  which   their lives in nil! measure have been dedicated.

       Man is mortal. This earthy tabernacle in  which  we dwell during our sojourn of about three score years and ten in  this  vale of tears shall. bv the mighty and unchangeable fiat of the Lord of Hosts, crumble and be reduced to dust from which it came, and our spirit shall return unto God who gave it. In memory of those who in yesteryears communed with us in this and other temples and labored with us for the uplift of toiling humanity, let us, my dear Companions 'so live that when thy summons comes to join the innumerable caravan, which moves to that mysterious realm, where each shall take his place in the silent halls of death, thou go not, like a quarry slave at night, scourged to his dungeon, but sustained and soothed by an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave like one who wraps the drapery of his couch about him and lies down to pleasant dreams.'"

       West Virginia (1956)

       The Committee on Necrology advises:

       "The losses sustained cannot be evaluated by the mere words of this Committee. However, there remains with us the rich heritage of their labors, the memory of which must inspire those of us who remain, to increase our efforts, so that the value of our institution to mankind and to the world shall continue unimpaired.

       'Beautiful life is that whose span Is spent in duty to God and man. Beautiful calm when the course is won, Beautiful death with a life well done.' "

       California (1956)

       The Committee on Necrology said:

       "Death comes stealthily into our gardens, but it cannot take away the power and presence that grew them; so they grow again. It comes into our homes and takes away our loved ones, but it can only take away that which is mortal. It comes into the halls of our Chapters and takes our beloved Companions, but it can only take away that which is flesh. It must keep its hands forever from all that is eternal. So faith brings to us the message of victory and by faith in the eternal High Priest, the Great I am, we triumph.

       'Because I shall live, ye shall live also.'

       All of us leave this earthly abode and go to that new life with but one possession we did not have when we first came into this world, and that single possession is our character or inner self.   How, then, can there be any real death ?

       'There is no death !   The stars go down To rise upon some other shore, And bright in heaven's jeweled crown They shine foreveremore.

       There is no death !   The forest leaves Convert to life the viewless air; The rocks disorganize to feed The hungry moss they bear.

      

       There is no death !   The dust we tread Shall change beneath the summer showers To golden grain or mellow fruit Or rainbow tinted flowers.

       And evermore about us, though unseen The dear immortal spirits tread, For all the boundless universe Is life !   There are no dead.'

       —John L. McCreery."

       Massachusetts (1956)

       M.E. Comp. Henry F. Smith, Grand High Priest, said:

       "But we learn in life that the end of one hour is merely the beginning of the next one and the completion of one era the beginning of another. The child has become the father of the man, the student is the ancestor of the skilled workman, the homemaker and the citizen. There is nothing finally finished here, nor wholly new. We are what we have been becoming. We are becoming what we shall be.

       The babe is born into this world, grows to adulthood and the adult grows out of this world into the next. There, he arrives at his actual commencement day. There, he experiences the coronation of the soul. There, he becomes fully aware that no man lives unto himself and no man dies unto himself.

       One does not live long until he discovers that the doors of life are beginning to close on him. At birth most of life's doors swing open but as we grow older we listen to the sound of closing doors. At an advanced age a famed scientist of the past century said that if he could have his life to live over again he would not let a week pass without reading some good poetry and listening to some good music. Yes ! 'If I had my life to live over again' is a familiar saying to all of us. It is just another way of saying that some door is shut and that some doors have become forever closed to us. You see it is an important fact that doors do close about us — even the door of life among our fellows and companions. It is equally factual, however, that there are doors open to us which no man can shut. One of these is the door of memory. This door enables us to live again all the fine experiences in our lives. The door of fraternal companionship is ours to live through again with those who do not answer to the roll call. Our dead do not die until we forget them and in good Masonic tradition we do not forget. I believe the finest compliment we could pay to our silent watchers is to live in such manner as to be a credit to the memory of those Companions whom we remember.

       In the words of the poet:

       'He sees when their footsteps falter,

       When their hearts grow weary and faint;

       He marks when their strength is failing,

       And listens to each complaint.

       So He bids them rest for a season,

       For the pathway has grown too steep;

       And folded in fair green pastures,

       He giveth His loved one sleep.' "

       Texas (1956)

       This from the memorial service:

       "As Royal Arch Masons we believe that God and man have a positive and intimate relation — of God the Creator, and of man the Created in the image of God. God is our first cause as well as our last cause. Man has a definite place in  God's purpose, and  is faced under this relationship with  the moral

      

       obligation to meet the highest demands, which life imposes upon him in meeting

       that purpose;  namely,  the  glorification  of Cod  not  only  in   this  life,  but   in  the spiritual   lib-  in  the realm of God's immortals.

       How and where that immortal  lile  goes we do not know; and it is as well that we do not know. We are told in  (bat  Holy Book, the Great Light in Masonry, that it doth not vet appear what we shall be, but we shall be like Him.' However, it does matter greatly what we are in  spiritual  life during our  ph\si ( ;d existence, and how strong is our  faith  in  the  realit) and sufficiency of Cod, in order that we ma\ be able to meet  the  erisis of physical death, when life  cl<>s<-> in the twilight and opens with the brightness of a new day.

       I his light of a new da) — Immortality — comes to those who in Masonic fidelity follow the instruction embodied in the Book of Books, which is the foundation of our Masonic philosophy. The genuine Mason does not have simplv an opinion about the personal immortality, but he is certain of it. M;i\ we ever continue to be assured through our increasing faith in Cod and His purpose for each of us. that the individual soul will receive the blessing of God in immortality.

       With these thoughts in mind let us turn to the statement of Companion J. Stanley Dawe, Past High Priest of Gonzales Chapter No. 51, relative to those of our Companions of the Royal Arch Chapter of Texas, who have passed in death from our midst during the past year, and also to those of other Grand Jurisdictions who have likewise departed this life.

       COMPANION DAWE: 'Personal spirituality is not a flame that physical death can extinguish eternally, however, it is ever on the threshold of life of each of us. But to the true Royal Arch Mason, faith in the resurrection, and in immortality gives the assurance that  living  here is very worthwhile, and that the ultimate purpose of God for man is fulfilled only in man's completing his  living within the Kingdom of God's Immortals.'

       Let us, then, who remain to strive with life's immensities take courage as 'One who never turns his back,

       but marched breast forward, Never doubted clouds would break, Never dreamed, though right were worsted,

       wrong would triumph. Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better sleep to wake.'

       and in the faith of our Masonic philosophy say

       No, at noonday in the bustle of man's work time Greet the unseen with a cheer !

       Bid him forward, breast and back as either should be, Strive and thrive, cry, speed, fight on forever. There as here.' "

       South Dakota  (1956)

       The Committee on Necrology said:

       " 'Goodbye, till morning come again, We part, if part we must, with pain,

       But night is short, and hope is sweet,

       Faith fills our hearts and wings our feet;

       And so we sing the old refrain,

       "Goodbye, till morning come again."

       The thought of death brings weight ol  pain

       But could we know how short the night That falls,  and hides them from our sight,

       Our hearts would sing the old refrain "Goodbye, till morning come again."'

      

       Iowa (1957)

       The Report of the Committee on Necrology closes thus:

       Prayer

       0 Thou creative power of all things good, the strength of the weak, the sanctuary of the distressed, we beseech Thee to hear us now as we come to honor our brothers and companions who have finished the temple of their days and been given the power to place the Keystone of Glory into the Royal Arch of Life.

       As we did mark them as masters among men, deeming them proficient in the ways of brotherly love and affection, so do we hope that Thou wilt find them worthy and well qualified to enter into the great Holy of Holies of Thy Presence.

       And grant unto us who still walk in darkness the light of Thy Spirit that we may so build the Temple of our lives that we too may be worthy to receive vessels of holiness. Dwell with us and be our God until we too come into the eternal vineyard.  Amen."

       Iowa (1957)

       The Report of the Committee on Necrology closes with this:

       "Prayer Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of those who depart hence in the Lord, and with whom the souls of the faithful, after they are delivered from the burden of the flesh, are in joy and felicity. We give thee hearty thanks for the good examples of all those Thy servants, who, having finished their course in faith, do now rest from their labours. And we beseech Thee, that we, with all those who are departed in the true faith of Thy Holy Name, may have our perfect consummation and bliss, both in body and soul, in Thy eternal and everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

       THE GREATEST OF THESE IS CHARITY"

       Michigan  (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "The Trustees of the Emergency and Benevolent Fund will report later on the financial details of that Fund, but I would like to make a few comments at this point in amplification of their report. For a number of years this Grand Chapter has been seeking a suitable charitable project, suitable as to worthiness and as to financial scope. Two years ago the new Grand High Priest appointed a Charity Study Committee to consider the problem. In its report at our last Annual Convocation this Committee laid down some general principles, made no proposal for a specific, continuing charitable project, but suggested that a proposal to aid the Order of DeMolay was worthy of consideration. Subsequently, the Grand Chapter indicated its desire to contribute $500.00 to the Order of DeMolay. After due consideration, the Board of Trustees concurred in this desire and disbursed $500.00 to the Order of DeMolay. Two other actions were taken by the Trustees during the past year, resulting in a disbursement of $100.00 for a case of emergency, and a disbursement of $500.00 for a specified benevolence which was handled through the Grand Lodge Committee on Orphans.

       1 submit, once again, the proposition that charitable endeavour is a desirable and, indeed, necessary activity of the Grand Chapter, and suggest that significant disbursements be made each year from the Emergency and Benevolent Fund until such time as a continuing project is approved by the Grand Chapter. To aid in this, I recommend that the incoming Grand High Priest continue the Charity Study Committee as a Special Committee."

       Illinois (1957)

       Grand Chapter granted $500.00 to the support of the Royal Arch Memorial Hospital in connection with the Illinois Masonic Home.

      

       New Jersey  (1957)

       I he Committee on  Charity  reported thai $985.33 received through voluntary subscriptions was turned over to the Fund Committe to increase the Royal Arch Endowment Fund for the Masonic home at Burlington. The interest from this fund is applied to the relief of the distressed or maintenance of the- Masonic Home.

       1 he committee feels that this project should he supported and recommends that the sum of S 100.00 he hudgetcd for  this  worth) cause.

       Arizona  (1956)

       The Committee on Royal Arch objectives recommended:

       "During the past year the Committee has had no cases presented to them for consideration.

       We recommend that an amount of $100.00 he allocated from the Royal Arch Objective fund to be expended at the Arizona School for the Blind during the year 1956- 1957".

       Minnesota (1956)

       The Committee on Finance recommended that $100.00 be paid to the Masonic Memorial Hospital.

       Kentucky (1956)

       An appropriation to the Old Masons' Home of $1,623.70 was voted.

       Massachusetts  (1956)

       The Gratid High Priest reported:

       "Raymond T. Sewall Charity Fund In accordance with usual custom on 'Companionship Night' the collection for the Ravmond T. Sewall Charitv Fund was taken, resulting in the addition to the fund of $159.50.The fund is now close to the $3,000.00 mark."

       Tennessee (1957)

       The Grand Treasurer reported:

       "That contributions had been made

       American Red Cross   $250.00

       American Cancer Society   $250.00

       Leprosy Fund   $250.00

       Heart Fund   $250.00

       Red Cross Flood Relief   $500.00"

       Pennsylvania (1956)

       The (.rand High Priest said:

       "Under the capable leadership of Companion George A. Williams, I am glad to report the Camp has been improved by the addition of a swimming pool and sanitarv toilet facilities. This camp as you know, is supported by voluntary contributions from Masonic organizations and individual Companions. It is now open four necks a year instead of two and is also rented to Masonic organizations for dav affairs."

      

       Pennsylvania (1956)

       The sum of $1,000.00 was donated to the Masonic Home of Pennsylvania.

       Iowa (1957)

       Report of Trustees Grand Chapter Charity Board:

       Net Worth total assets      $ 142,124.77

       Disbursements Relief Appropriations      $      1,570.00

       Kansas (1957)

       6% of Revenue to Charity Fund amounted to  $   888.75

       Amount to the credit of Charity fund Cash  $   4,290.32

       Bonds   $   6,000.00

       $ 10,290.32 Georgia (1957) The Grand Treasurer reported:

       "Current loans to students numbered ten and amounted to $1,825.50."

       Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and Wales

       3 months ending 30th Sept., 1956, the following grants were made:

       30 Petitions were relieved to the extent of      £3444

       Grant for convalescence

       1    Petition      £    80

       From quarterly report, March, Benevolent Fund:

       During 3 months ended 31st, March, 1957, the following grants

       were made: 32 Petitioners were relieved to the extent of       £3365

       1 Annuity      £ 200

       Education Branch      £ 100

       3 Petitioners

       Convalescence

       2 Petitioners      £    60

       It was moved and adopted  that  the  following donations  from  the  Mark

       Benevolent Fund be made:

       Royal Masonic Institution for girls      £5000

       Royal Masonic Institution for boys      £5000

       Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution      £5000

       Royal Masonic Hospital for Specific Purposes      £5000

       Royal Masonic Hospital to provided 2 four-bedded wards   £10000

       £37249

       New York (1957)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "The report of the Committee on Tuberculosis Relief presented last year stated that since establishment of this relief work in 1924 we have expended $123,220.53. The auditor's report last year showed our net worth in this fund to be $191,819.02 (at cost) and $236,178.59, if taken at market value. Perusal of our 7 last annual reports shows that in 1950-1956 the income for such purposes totalled $42,077.97: the amount distributed for Tuberculosis Relief plus expenses of administration was only $22,959.29; the excess of income for those seven years is, therefore, $19,118.97; our total unexpended income on hand last February was $25,964.52.

       In February of 1950 the net worth of our permanent Tuberculosis Relief Fund given by the auditor was $133,508.63, at market value and $135,890.45, at cost. In 1956 this had increased to $236,178.59, at market value, and $191,819.07 at cost."

      

       Special Committee reported on Tuberculosis Relief Fund:

       "There shall be .1 separate fund known as the Tuberculosis Reliel Fund oi Grand Chapter.   1 he   ruberculosis Relief Fund of the Grand Chapter shall

       consist oi the mono and securities now in tin- Special Tuberculosis  Relief  Fund and such other moneys and securities as ma\ hereafter be placed therein or con

       tributed thereto. Such fund shall he in charge of the  Iiusiecs  and shall be invested in such  securities  as ma\ he approved by the Trustees. The income ot such a fund shall he devoted primarily to the work of Tuberculosis Reliel and

       an)  excess  of income not needed lor  such  work in any vear mav he devoted to the work of  relief  from  other   chronic  diseases of the- lungs. \o part of the principal of such fund shall he  withdrawn  from such fund except by resolution of  (.rand   Chapter,  and any part of the principal  withdrawn  shall he devoted to the work ol I uhcrc ulosis Relief and to no other purpose. Anv resolution of (.rand  Chapter providing for the withdrawal of any part of the principal of such fund, when proposed, shall lie over for  action  until the next Annual Convocation  of (.rand Chapter, and notice of such proposed action shall be given to each Subordinate Chapter. The income derived from such fund shall be made available for the foresaid relief; and for said purposes shall from time to time be transferred or paid out by the Trustees as the Grand Chapter may prescribe or  direct."'

       Report of Committee on Charity:

       "To the Grand Chapter of the State of New York:

       The Special Committee on Charity reports:

       In accordance with the portion of the Address of the Grand High Priest on Charity, this Committee recommends an appropriation of Seven Hundred and Fifty Dollars (8750.00) be dispersed under the direction of the Grand High Priest for charitable purposes."

       Nova Scotia (1957)

       The Report  of the  Fund  of Benevolence stated:

       "The sum of three hundred and fifteen dollars was paid to cover the eighteen subscriptions of the Braille Edition of The Reader's Digest, which now cost us seventeen dollars and fifty cents each, but bring joy and delight to hundreds of people, for each copy is passed from one blind person to another for many months after it comes from the press. In this connection I would submit for the consideration of this Grand Chapter the suggestion that an explanatory letter be printed in Braille and distributed with each December copy of the Reader's Digest that we send out, telling about the composition of this Grand Chapter with its members throughout Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland and of the pleasure that we have in sending this magazine to our blind friends of all faiths in the Name of the Great Architect of the Universe. I feel that such a letter would do a great amount of good by going into homes where Masonry may be looked upon with suspicion and where the blind reader may not have had an opportunity to realize that the same Masons about whom such suspicion is raised are the men who each month provide him  with  this welcome magazine regardless of his  religious denomination."

       New Zealand (1957)

       "Jubilee Scholarship Fund

       Total Balance on Account   £3767-13-2

       Grants paid out     595-0 -0

       Contributions from Chapters       749-4 -4

      

       Scholarships granted each year under these . . .

       Regulations

       (a)  Any child who is or has been an inmate of the Kirkpatrick Masonic Institute or the Papakura Masonic Home for Boys or any other Institutions which Grand Chapter in Annual Convocation shall add to this sub-clause.

       (b)  Any child of a deceased Royal Arch Mason who had at any time been a member of a Chapter holding under Grand Chapter.

       (c)  Any child of a Royal Arch Mason who at the time of application for a scholarship is a member of a Chapter holding under Grand Chapter, and who is either a Serviceman or a discharged Serviceman within the meaning of the Rehabilitation Act, 1941, and its amendments, or a discharged Soldier within the meaning of the Repatriation Act, 1918, and its amendments, or a person who served in combat zones, as a member of the British Commonwealth Forces, whether Navy, Army or Air Force during World Wars I and II.

       (d)  Any Freemason who is a serviceman or discharged serviceman within the meaning of 'The Rehabilitation Act, 1941', or any Act amending the same, and who at the time of the application for a Scholarship is a member of a Chapter holding under Grand Chapter or a Lodge holding under the Grand Lodge of New Zealand."

       Texas

       Report of the Board of Directors of the Home for Aged Masons:

       "On Sept. 30, 1956, inmates, 67, Widows, wards of Grand Lodge of Texas 52, Master Masons' Wives, wards of the Grand Chapter of Texas. Total ward day 33,3331 cost per ward day including hospitalization $3.52.

       Receipts

       Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Texas $1.00 per capita       $47,444.25

       Chapters contributed     690.50

       Admission to the Home The management of the Home and your Board of Directors will be saved much  time and  trouble in connection with applications for admission  to  the Home if Lodges, the Brethren and Companions will keep in mind a few simple rules.

       1.  All applications for admission must come through and be made by a Texas Lodge, or if applicant is not a member of a Texas Lodge but is a member of a Texas Royal Arch Chapter, by and through his Chapter. Application blanks and a copy of the rules and regulations will be furnished on request addressed to Home for Aged Masons, Arlington, Texas.

       2.  Applications of widows (wards of the Grand Lodge of Texas) for admission should be addressed to the Masonic Home and School of Texas, P.O. Box 3248, Fort Worth, Texas.

       3.  To be eligible for admission, an applicant must have been continuously in good standing in a Texas Lodge or Chapter for 10 years prior to the application. For his wife to be admitted, she must have been continuously married to him for at least 7 years next preceding the date of application.

       4.  Confirmed invalids, those afflicted with tuberculosis, cancer or other contagious or infectious disease, those who are deaf, dumb, blind, of unsound mind, or who are confirmed alcoholics or drug addicts, will not be admitted. A Mason or his wife who has sufficient property for his or her support or whose age and physical condition are such that he or she can earn a living or who has sons or daughters able and willing to support him or her will not be admitted.

       5.  In no case should an applicant be sent to the Home until .the Lodge or Chapter has been officially notified by the Manager of the Home that he is prepared to receive applicant.

      

       Please db not ask us to make exceptions. I hese rules are made to keep youi institution  to its established purpose, furnishing a happ\ peaceful home  km  oui deserving aged Brethren and  their  wives who have no one and no means to care for them."

       CHAPTERS

       California (1957)

       The  ('.rand  High Piiot said:

       "Good attendance is the trade-mark of a healthy Chapter. The atmosphere of fraternal  fellowship  should be such as to bring together a large number of its members at least once a month. Where  this  is the case, membership flourishes. C ompanions want their friends to share  with  them the rich fraternal experiences to be found in a thriving Chapter. If we could be truly successful in making our Chapters the finest fraternal centers we would have more petitions than we could process.

       To begin with, many Chapters send out most uninteresting notices of meetings. They are as statistical and factual as a bank's Statement of Condition, but as cold and unattractive as the Director of Internal Revenue's demand for the next instalment on your income tax. They can be improved.

       A personal note from the High Priest, written by his own hand, on each notice, expressing interest in the member and a conviction that this Companion will have a pleasant time at the meeting will usually double the attendance but never, oh never, ask a Companion to attend Chapter to support the officers. Avoid that attitude and that expression as you would the plague. Urge a member to attend because he will have his heart set aglow by fraternizing with his Companions and finding something of interest besides ritual or doughnuts and coffee at every meeting.

       Building our Chapters in interest and in numbers means that our officers and committee men must transfer some of their interest from watching the fights on  T.V., mowing the lawn, hunting and fishing, to devotion to their Chapter's interest. It is not that we do not have the time for our Chapters, only that we have not enough devotion to its service, not enough conviction of the value of Masonic labors to our own hearts and to American Society. If you will but labor faithfully in this vinevard, Companions, I promise you that your labors will be repaid a hundred-fold in the enrichment of your soul.

       Each Chapter should in the main do its own work. Fast classes and festivals have real value, but have sometimes been used to take so much degree work away from a Chapter that there is no incentive for the officers to learn and maintain their work. I visited one Chapter that had just sent a number of candidates to a festival for all their degrees, and whose habit it was to have the Roval Arch Degree conferred on their candidates by other Chapters, I could not escape the feeling that the officers did not feel competent to even open their  Chapter in the presence of the Grand High Priest, so they had an open meeting, chiefly of visitors and ladies. Several of the officers were absent, only one of the newly exalted Companions attended the meeting, and of the 24 Royal Arch Masons in attendance, 14 were visitors. I have a deep conviction that thriving Chapters do not really help the so-called 'struggling Chapters' by doing their degree work for them, especially the Royal Arch Degree.

       I have written each High Priest urging that he face this problem and act with an eve single to the welfare of his Chapter. It has been my recommendation that he send to the festivals and fast classes no one upon whom the degrees can be conferred by his own officers, unless and until he has candidates on whom his own officers, in their own Chapter hall, can confer each of-our degrees at least twice during the vear."

      

       Arizona (1956)

       The Committee on New Chapters and by laws reported:

       "Realizing the constant need of new Chapters we went to work early in the year to see what we could do toward expanding Capitular Masonry in the state.

       After some thought and study we came to believe there were three or four localities that could, and should, support a new Chapter and our efforts were centered in these communities. After considerable correspondence and several trips to these towns conferring with various Companions we were pleased to learn that it would be but very little effort to secure a sufficient number of Companions to start a new Chapter. However, in each instance, our efforts were halted by one, and only one, thing, that of finding anyone who would agree to take office, particularly the more advanced offices. Much to our disappointment we were not able to make any progress beyond this point. We do feel, though, that with continued work in these fields that in the not too distant future two or three new Chapters should become a reality in our Grand Jurisdiction."

       Connecticut (1957)

       The Grand High Priest points out:

       "One of the greatest causes of the poor financial condition of some of  our Chapters is the '30 year exemption from dues' clause in our Grand Chapter By-Laws. In some Chapters less than half of the members are paying dues because of this. This is not fair to the younger men coming along. It necessitates increased dues to keep the Chapters going. Some chapters have levied an assessment against all, and are working out of their troubles for the moment. Others are afraid to do so for fear of the reaction of these older men. Some would resent it, but I think most of them would realize that it's the only way the Chapters can keep going. Most of them have enough interest in Royal Arch Masonry to accept the situation. I don't think it would be a burden to many."

       Arkansas (1957)

       The Grand Secretary reported:

       "Since I assumed the responsibilities of the Office of Grand Secretary I have endeavoured to presented an analysis of the condition of your Grand Chapter which would make instantly available all necessary figures under proper headings, for I felt that Grand Officers did not have the time or facilities to develop this information. Little attention has been paid to these figures, and while I continue to break them down, I am going to say less about them in the future. They will appear in the Proceedings for those who may desire to use them.

       I do want to point out that Operating Receipts are $544.82 less in the period just ended than in the period ended October 31, 1955. This is important of course, for there were eleven chapters which did no work at all. There is a remedy, and I am sure that we might well study what is being done in some other jurisdictions with the Festival Idea through the use of which sectional convocations are promoted with great success. Tennessee is a fine example. In this time of Television and many other things which detract from things Masonic, coupled with the fact that Officers of Chapters do not like to memorize ritual we can well consider that if we are going to continue to go forward we must know how to confer degrees, and then we must not burden our subordinate chapters with the requirement that they have work each month. Fifteen months ago this Grand Chapter deleted the eighth tie of our Obligation which required up to that time that no more nor less than three could be Exalted at one and the same time. I wonder how well or to what extent Chapters have handled ritualistic work accordingly.

      

       ["here is another item that I must commenl on and thai is the suspension of too great a number of members. Foi the yeai just ended we suspended 480 members or 5.34 pei cent ol beginning membership. Now 1 am led to believe, that, in this bus} life of ours, Secretaries do not make that contact so necessary to keep these suspended Companions on  the  roll. I know they ate busy, especially those who ti\ to  (\i>  a good job, and yei l know that there arc too great a number of Companions who do not pay until some one (.alls personall) upon (hem. We had onl) two subordinate  chapters  who had a gain of 10$ or more during the period. I he\ are certainly to he commended tor the example they have set, and it shows that it can he done under proper leadership. ( ertificates from the General (.rand Chapter to those two will be presented to them today."

       Wisconsin (1957)

       The ('•rand High Priest said:

       '"As I am writing this paragraph I have before me a record of all the Chapters in this stale. As I glance over the figures showing total membership ami the number exalted for the year, I am amazed to find that one Chapter with a membership of 408 exalted a total of 34 candidates, while another Chapter with a membership of over 900 exalted a total of 16 candidates. Similar comparison with other Chapters could be presented, but regardless of how many of these comparisons are shown, all would point to the same answer.

       What is that answer? It is the answer to the question 'How may a tide be turned?' A Chapter with an 'enthusiastic' corps of officers is the answer to all problems confronting Capitular Masonry not only in Wisconsin, but throughout the entire world."

       Nebraska (1956)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "Immediatelv after the closing of the 89th Convocation of the Grand Chapter on December 8, 1955, I called a meeting of all Grand Chapter Officers for 1956 to formulate our plans for the year. All the Grand Officers attended the meeting and each one entered into a discussion of the program. At this meeting plans were made as follows: (1) To promote an active program to increase our membership, including the appointment of a special membership committee of Grand Chapter; (2) To add to the requirement for our proficiency examination a satisfactory exemplification of the Past Master Degree, in addition to the obligation in the four degrees and the opening and closing of the Royal Arch; (3) To provide for an official visitation by a Grand Officer to every subordinate chapter; (4) To hold not less than six nor more than seven area or educational meetings scattered over the state so that each Chapter could be represented at one of them; (.">) We discussed the authority granted by this Grand Chapter to put into effect on a trial basis such portions of the program suggested by our Junior Past Grand High Priest as we deemed advisable and decided to appoint six Assistant Grand Lecturers to work  with  the Grand Lecturer. We then divided the state into seven districts and assigned one of our lecturers to each district to assist the Chapters in that district in the perfection of our floor work.

       The  qualitv  of our work is improving. This year the proficiency examination covered the opening and closing in the Royal Arch, the four obligations and a satisfactory exemplification of the Past Master Degree. I am very happy to report that forty-two of our forty-seven chapters have qualified for and will be presented proficiency certificates at the Annual Convocation. This certainly is an indication that Royal Arch Masonry is on a firm foundation in Nebraska. With a little work I believe that four of the other five can qualify next year. I am afraid, however, that unless more interest develops in the remaining chapter, it could very easily pass out of existence."

      

       Connecticut (1957)

       From the Report of Committee on financial reports of Constituent chapters this is quoted:

       "In this connection, your Committee was forcibly struck by a condition which should be brought to the attention of the officers of several constituent Chapters. We refer to the relationship between current income from dues and the 'fixed charges' of Chapters. When we listed the total of Salaries, Rents and Per Capita taxes, and then compared these figures with the total of income from dues-paying members, we found there were 17 Chapters whose annual potential income from dues does not equal these fixed obligations.

       Happily, in most cases the difference is modest enough to be made up in degree fees, but in others financial managements have had to resort to assessments, or withdrawals from trustees' funds, or to a combination of both. We respectfully suggest that Finance Committees of the respective Chapters study this situation and make appropriate recommendations to their several Chapters.

       Of significance in this general connection is the fact that our breakdown of this year's figures reveals that 26 per cent of our membership is exempt from dues.

       In the Chapter-year just closed, we slipped back a little in the number of Companions in arrears for three years or more. However, we can take some satisfaction from the fact that the amount of money owed by these delinquents is less than last year. The following is a 4-year comparison;

       In 1954, 282 Companions owed    $3,958.70

       In 1955, 199 Companions owed    $2,807.85

       In 1956, 161 Companions owed    $2,197.75

       In 1957, 181 Companions owed    $2,036.80."

       Ohio (1956)

       This is quoted from the report on Charters and Dispensations:

       "It is the mature and considered opinion of your Committee that another Chapter should be organized in Canton without further delay. Your Committee now proposes to seek out Companions in Canton who are suitably qualified to serve as officers of a new Chapter and endeavor to induce them to proceed with this task which is vital to the progress of Royal Arch Masonry in the Canton area. This proposal is in accord with the mandate given your Committee by Grand Chapter in 1948, namely:

       'To stimulate formation of new Chapters in cities having large Chapters and to help these large Chapters prepare themselves against membership losses.'

       We call attention to the Capitular situation in Canton because it presently occupies the attention of your Committee. Canton is not the only city in Ohio which has but one large Chapter and which is in need of one or more new Chapters to advance Royal Arch Masonry in the Community. We propose, in the ensuing Capitular year, therefore, to hold meetings in certain other cities which we feel need our attention and report our findings at the next Convocation of Grand Chapter.

       Once again we request every other member of Grand Chapter to awaken to the urgent need of new Chapters where our Masonic population is located  and furnish your Committee with information and suggestions pertinent to  the subject."

       SCHOOLS

       District of Columbia (1956)

       The Grand Visitor and Lecturer said:

       "The School of Instruction continues to perform  a  most valuable service  to the jurisdiction, a service not fully appreciated by  all the  officers of  the  con-

      

       stituent Chapters. I he attendance at  the  school has been  faith  good but falls short of what it should be in view of the many benefits to be obtained by those in attendance.   The record  indicates  8 Chapters increased  their  attendance, and

       5 Chapters show a decrease. One Chapter increased their attendance nearly 100 per cent. 19 sessions of the school were held and the average attendance at each session was 34. At least two Grand Chapter Officers were present at each session of the school."

       Texas (1956)

       The Grand High Priest reports:

       At the last Grand Annual Convocation, the Grand Chapter voted to appropriate one-thousand dollars to be dispensed by the Grand High Priest to impart the esoteric work to Chapters needing instruction. So far this year, we have conducted eleven schools with a total attendance of 465.

       This program appears to have been eminently successful, not only in strengthening our Chapter, but in the salvation of one, Saron Chapter No. 183, RAM., at Trinity. This Chapter had not reported a single exaltation in five years and their annual returns last year were not received in the Grand Secretary's office until December 15th, four and one-half months later than the time prescribed by our laws. We began a School of Instruction in this Chapter in February and the School was held one night each week through June 23rd. During that period the Chapter exalted seven, and the Companions there can confer the degrees in an acceptable manner."

       RECOGNITION

       California (1957)

       Grand Chapter adopted this resolution:

       "WHEREAS, the Royal. Arch Chapters, chartered by General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, and located in Western Germany, on September 15, 1956, united to form the Grand Chapter of Germany, which now works under the authority of General Grand Chapter,

       THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of California, accord the new Grand Chapter appropriate official recognition; transmit to it hearty congratulations and earnest wishes for an abundantly happy, increasingly prosperous future; and promptly take steps to establish and maintain cordial fraternal relations."

       Ohio (1956)

       From the Report of Fraternal Correspondent:

       "Three Chapters of Royal Arch Masons have heretofore been formed and chartered in Western Germany under the auspices of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons and under the leadership of Dr. Theodor Vogel, whose work as Grand Master has been so vital a factor in re-establishing Symbolic Freemasonry in Western Germany, which had suffered so grievously under the tvrant Hitler, now functioning under the United Grand Lodge of Western Germany.

       In August of this year the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Germany was formed by these chapters, with Dr. Theodor Vogel, Schonungen Bei, Schweinfurt, Germany, as Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Companion Ray V. Denslow, Most Excellent Past General Grand High Priest, was present at this event as the representative of the most Excellent Grand High Priest, Companion Tom Q. Ellis.

      

       In  the short interval since its formation there has not been time for formal announcements and requests for recognition, but the officers have expressed their desire for early recognition by the various Grand Chapters. This new Grand Chapter is affiliated with the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.

       The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Germany having been legally constituted in conformity with the usages and customs of Capitular Freemasonry, we recommend that this Grand Chapter recognize said Grand Chapter, that the M.E. Grand High Priest be authorized, at such time as may be by him deemed expedient, to exchange representatives with it, and that the R.E. Grand Secretary be directed to transmit to its officers official announcement of this action of the Grand Chapter of Ohio.

       Your Fraternal Correspondent has had the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with Dr. Vogel for a number of years and wishes to pay high tribute to his devotion to and his zeal for Ancient Craft Masonry and to his sound, sensible and sane approach to the solution of the many problems which have confronted him in his Masonic work in Western Germany."

       Missouri (1957)

       M. E. Comp. William R. JHowell reported:

       "My attention has been called to the formation of a chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Wiesbaden, Germany, known as Celtic Chapter, and which works under the authority of the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland. This chapter does not confer the degrees of Past Master and Most Excellent Master, which are a part of the American Masonic system, so that Royal Arch Masons made in that chapter, even under ordinary circumstances, would not be entitled to sit in our bodies without some sort of dispensation or healing process.

       Again, this chapter was formed in violation of Masonic comity and without the consent of the United Grand Lodge of Germany. The general grand chapter entered the German field in 1949 by conferring the degrees upon the requisite number of companions in .anticipation of a chapter to be formed later. In October 1951, the general grand chapter signed a treaty of amity with the United Grand Lodge of Germany permitting Royal Arch chapters to work under General Grand Chapter in the jurisdiction of the United Grand Lodge. Three chapters were then working in Germany under General Grand Chapter.

       In 1954, the Geneal Grand Chapter gave permission for the formation of a Grand Chapter of Germany, and this was happily accomplished in September, 1956. There are now four chapters working under that grand chapter. Celtic Chapter was constituted in 1956.

       We cannot question the regularity of the Grand Chapter of Scotland under which Celtic Chapter works, but we can question the regularity of its establishment, constituting, as it does, the invasion of the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, and entering a jurisdiction without the consent of the Grand Lodge of that jurisdiction, in this case the United Grand Lodge of Germany.

       Most, if not all, of the members of Celtic Chapter are American soldiers and are actually residents of American jurisdictions, and therefore subject to the laws of those jurisdictions. Since there are five chapters in Germany, four of them working in English, they have the option of receiving the degrees either in German or English as they may see fit, and, since the Grand Chapter of Germany will confer courtesy degree, there is little excuse for a soldier to seek these degrees elsewhere."

       Scotland (1957)

       The First Grand Principal stated:

       "Companions, at the end of June a deputation consisting of Companions Nathaniel, Grand Scribe E. and myself, went to Germany to consecrate a new

      

       Royal Arch Chapter, a Lodge and Council and a Cryptic  Council,  in Frankfurt, and to  insial  the Office-Hearers. I understand this Chapter has now been transferred to Wiesbaden. 1 his Chapter consists of American servicemen now doing duty in Germany. I can never forget   their  kindness to us and the hospitality

       with  which  the) regaled us. Since last summer several of these-  American  Companions have  visited  us here 1  and 1 most sincerely hope- we see them again on future occasions.

       I have already described these  visits  in detail and reported on them to Supreme  (.rand  Chapter at some length. I do not propose to  recapitulate  what I have said before. I want to sa\ one thing, however, and I want to say it with considerable emphasis. At the time of our  visit  to Germany there was no Supreme  (.rand  Chapter in existence in that country and there was no Masonic bod) with whom we weie in amity. We were, therefore, perfectly correct in going to German) and consecrating a Royal Arch Chapter under the Scottish Constitution,  and in doing so we acted with entire Masonic propriety. Since last summer our  (.rand  lodge has recognised the United Grand Lodge of Germany. We would, therefore, not go hack now and consecrate another Chapter, but as I have pointed out there was no recognition of any Masonic body in Germany at that time. I am very glad indeed that we went there because we established contact and made friendships with American Freemasons which, I am sure, will he to the  lasting  benefit of them and to ourselves. I take this opportunity of sending to our American Companions in Chapter Celtic 764 most cordial greetings and of expressing my delight that they are working under the Scottish Constitution."

       England  (1957)

       The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Argentine:

       'The Committee is pleased to report that a Grand Chapter has been established in close conjunction with the Grand Lodge of the Argentine. Agreement has been reached with the authorities of the new body not only that existing chapters under the English jurisdiction may continue to operate but also that no restrictions will be imposed on the authority of Supreme Grand Chapter to issue charters for chapters to be attached to existing or future Lodges of the English constitution in that area."

       Scotland (1957)

       It was agreed that:

       "(1) Companions of Chapters holding of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland may visit Lodges of St. Andrew under the Grand Lodge of Sweden in the fourth, fifth and sixth Degrees of the Swedish system;

       (2) Brethren of the Sixth Degree (Master of St. Andrew) in Lodges of St. Andrew under the Grand Lodge of Sweden may visit our Chapters when open in the Royal Arch Degree."

       YORK RITE

       District of Columbia (1956)

       From the special committee on York Rite Co-operation this is quoted:

       "The task before us was to determine whether or not the Spring Class of the York Rite Reunion, which has been held for a number of years, should be continued, and if so, how best to endeavor to bring about a renewal of the interest which once existed in the York Rite bodies.

      

       With the change in the population in the District of Columbia, many of the eligible candidates have moved into nearby Maryland and Virginia. As a result, if these Blue Lodge Masons desire to become members of the York Rite bodies, they are compelled by Masonic law to apply in the States where they reside.

       Then, too, many of the Blue Lodge Masons who once were regular attendants at lodge meetings have, because of the long distances from their homes to their Mother Lodges, transferred their membership to other Lodges, and even have become charter members of new Lodges formed outside the District of Columbia.

       This exodus of eligible candidates from the District of Columbia is evidenced by the net decreases in membership reported in the statistics of the Grand Bodies in the city of Washington — all of whom have shown alarming losses in the last few years.

       When we asked ourselves the question, 'Shall we endeavor to hold Spring and Fall classes this year?', we were met with the statistics of the various bodies, which showed that it has not been possible to even secure enough candidates to give the officers of every Chapter, Council, or Commandery a chance to confer the degrees.

       Serious consideration was given to whether a brochure should be printed to give to every eligible, candidate, but after reviewing the entire problem realistically the conclusion was reluctantly reached that it would be impossible to get our members to distribute brochures, because the woefully poor attendance at almost every meeting indicates a present dwindling interest in the York Rite bodies so far as our members are concerned."

       California (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "Under the leadership of the York Rite Co-ordination Committee, continued progress is being made. The utmost harmony prevails between the Chapter, the Council and the Commandery, and there is the feeling that the progress of any of these bodies means progress for the others. Joint trestle boards and messages from the heads of the bodies to their members are very common. Several York Rite Councils have been established, under the guidance of which festivals and fast classs have been promoted. In most cases the ritualistic work on such occasions has been unusually good. It would appear that receiving the degrees and orders rapidly and in a large class appeals to some candidates, but this does not mean in our opinion that it therefore should be thus conferred upon all. Where used with judgment and discretion these festivals are a fine addition to the work of our bodies. The danger spot, it seems to us, is to substitute them for the regular degree work. It is our opinion that we will kill our smaller Chapters if each of them does not confer all their degrees at least twice a year. In our opinion the festivals are of more value to the big Chapters than the small ones.

       There is a small undercurrent of feeling that York Rite Co-operation may or should lead to a union of the Chapter, Council and Commandery into one Grand Body, one set of Grand Officers and one set of officers for each combined subordinate body. The York Rite Co-ordinating Committee does not have this in mind, at least for the near future. It is doubtful to most who have studied the matter if our Rite can survive in anything like our present form under Union. Probably the greatest strength of the York Rite is that our degrees are floor work in which each candidate has a part under normal circumstances. We meet in small bodies and function in groups of 200 or 300 members, in communities of 5,000 souls or more, and in not a few cases, much less. Many seriouslv question whether under Union we could preserve our small bodies, or even that the Rite could continue as a dynamic force outside of large and medium sized cities. Instead of three sets of interested officers working for the Rite we would have only one such group. It has yet to be explained convincingly to me.

      

       how Union can increase interest in the Chapter, l take it that you and I arc charged with taking no sups that will hurt Royal Arch Masonry and must judge

       Union l>\ this standard, lo those who present the argument that the  Scottish Rite is so organized it is answered first, 'That plan causes that Rite to centre chiefly in our  cities. ' second. 'We do not need a second Scottish Rite in our State, and it  is doubtful if  it would flourish.'

       rhroughout the years 1 have been much impressed with the deep loyalty different members have Eoi the various bodies of the York Rite. In some the Chapter  is the center of all  their   interest,  and its ritual and philosophy claim their major  attention.  I o some it is  the  Council, and to some the- (oniniandcrv. Almost eleven thousand Companions  maintain  loyal membership in the Council lor its own sake, not as a gateway to any other body. I believe in the individual dignit) and worth of each segment of  the  York Rite. I believe our progress, perhaps our very  survival,  is dependent upon fostering this concept, and that it should begin with the Chapter. If a major function of the Chapter is to make it expensive or even cheap for a Mason to join or maintain membership in the Shrine, we are in a sad state of fraternal health. That we have problems, we admit. That some of our Chapters need a good tonic, no one denies. But I do not like to prescribe fasting for a starving man, or a sedative for one afflicted with spring fever.

       If some good fairy should grant me the customary three wishes, the first one would be that we should develop the Chapter, the Council, and the Com-mandery as outstanding fraternal entities, each complete in itself, each with its own well-understood philosophy and mission in the fraternal life of America. I should like to see each of these bodies so developed that, should the Shrine some day decide to take its members directly from the Blue Lodge, our Masonic brethren would still knock upon our doors in great numbers because of the further light in Masonry to be found in the York Rite.

       The York Rite Co-ordinating Committee examines carefully all proposals for the development of our Rite. It earnestly seeks out plans to develop each of our bodies so that progress may be made by all, but never at the expense of any of them. Their loyal and untiring efforts for the building of York Rite Masonry in California has placed every member of our bodies deeply in their debt."

       Iowa (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "There is no question in my mind but that real co-operation between the three York Rite Bodies of Chapter Council and Commandery is a very vital and necessary part of our Masonic advancement. More and more in our accelerated society we find that we have men who are interested in receiving all the York Rite Degrees without the necessity of going to several different places to receive them. We have something very fine in our York Rite and I am convinced that there is a very fertile field for the advancement of York Rite Masonry that lies in closer co-operation between the three bodies."

       Oregon (1957)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       At the annual Convocation in Astoria, the Grand Chapter adopted  a resolution embodying an order to the Grand High Priest. The resolution was as follows: —

       Whereas: There has been considerable interest manifested in the York Rite   of   Freemasonry   during   the   past   years   and

       Whereas: It is felt that the consolidation of the capitular and cryptic Rites would  tend to promote the interest of York Rite Freemasonry

      

       Therefore be it resolved: that the incoming Grand High Priest appoint a committee of not more than five members of this Grand Chapter to consider such consolidation.

       Be it further resolved: that such committee act in conjunction with like committee of the Grand Council of Royal and select Masters.

       The joint committee to report to this Grand Chapter at the annual convocation in 1957.

       I appointed the members of the committee. A report from the committee will be received during this convocation.'

       The committee chairman reported that the committee on consolidation had no report to make as the Grand Council decided yesterday against such consolidation."

       Wisconsin (1957)

       The Grand Reviewer said:

       "Masonry was brought to the United States from England, but all of its worthwhile ideas were apparently not brought with it though many of them had proven successful over the many years preceding its being transplanted here. Isn't it about time that we tried being a trifle more select in our selection of members and then, instead of becoming degree mills, develop programs of value to retain the interest of our present membership and make it worthwhile for them to be regular in attendance at our various functions — rubbing elbows with their Companions and standing shoulder to shoulder for the principles of Masonry, which can and will bring Peace out of the chaotic condition of the world and broadcast the Masonic doctrine of the Brotherhood of Man and the Fatherhood of God."

       MEMBERSHIP

       Maine (1957)

       M. E. Comp. Henry R. Gillis, Past Grand High Priest, Reviewer said:

       "General conditions re membership follow the trend of recent years. The gains generally smaller and the losses greater. Of the fifty-two jurisdictions covered this year, thirty-seven reported gains and thirteen losses.

       Jurisdictions having the largest number of exaltations as well as the largest losses thru suspensions are those that have full time paid Grand Lecturers or organizers and conduct high pressure activities in promoting large classes of candidates under progress of so-called Festivals, Reunions. The situation relative to membership gains-losses covers only those in the United States. All Grand Jurisdictions in Canada and elsewhere still continue to show net membership gains."

       Montana (1957)

       The Grand High Priest advised:

       "In Montana, we have made a start on a new viewpoint towards the solicitation of members and towards a more comprehensive presentation of York Rite Freemasonry to the members of the symbolic Lodges. We should extend our efforts to see that all Master Masons are fully informed as to what York Rite Masonry has to offer them, as to the benefits to themselves in progressing to further light in our Rite, and as to the excellence of the fellowship we enjoy as Royal Arch Masons. A properly planned program in each Constituent Chapter will soon bring very satisfactory results and to the Chapter representatives here today, if such a program has not yet been instituted in your Chapter, we suggest that when you return home you will not rest until you have reviewed

      

       the opportunity to reach the Masons in youi jurisdiction and have adopted some plan to extend to them the chance t<> Learn lnll\ about York Rite Masonr) and to induce in them  the desire to petition  tor the degrees of the  Royal   \i<h

       There are still some Chapters who are overlooking a real asset in not reaching out anion*; the Masons in  their   territory   lor  that added  strength,  both in numbers and   in   qualit)   ol   membership,   which   is   needed   to   make    their    Chapter   the

       functioning unit of Capitular Freemasonry and the source of light and fellowship

       which  it should be."

       Montana  (1957)

       The ('.rand High Priest said:

       "We, who were indoctrinated in the Royal Arch Masonry of a quarter of a century or more ago, are still as firm and steadfast in our allegiance to and love tor its system of conferring the degrees and for the manner in which it has extended to us such a wealth of Masonic experience. We are accordingly somewhat slow in recognizing that there have been changes in everything all around us and that there must therefore be allowed to introduce themselves into our Rite such changes as may meet the demands of a younger generation, without surrendering in the least degree the main attributes and old landmarks which are the foundation of the Royal Arch. We must adopt an attitude of understanding and tolerance and be willing to accept readily such innovations as may be recpiired to maintain the appeal and the influence of our Craft under these changing conditions."

       Vermont (1957)

       The Grand High Priest advised:

       "This is something that every Royal Arch Mason should be conscious of and make every effort to do something about it. This past year we have kept our loss to four. We can still do better. My observations this year have been, there is a lack of interest in the candidates after they have signed the petition. I earnestly believe there are numbers of candidates who lost interest because they had to wait so long before they could receive the degrees. I asked the officers of Farmers Chapter at Brandon how they were able to get so many candidates and consistently make gains. They tell me they wait on the candidate and do not have him wait for them. When he signs a petition he is asked how and when he wishes to take the degrees. When the time element is known the candidate gets his degrees as he would like to take them."

       FEES AND DUES

       Kentucky (1956)

       From the report of the Statistician this is cpjoted:

       "Fiftv-seven Chapters charge S20.00 as fees, thirty charge $25.00 and ten charge $30.00. Seventy-nine Chapters charge no affiliation fee, nine charge $1.00, six charge S2.00 and two charge S3.00. Forty-four Chapters charge $2.00 dues, four charge $2.50, thirty-nine charge $3.00, two charge $3.50, six charge $4.00 and two charge $5.00."

       Iowa  (1957)

       From the Report Committee on Chartered Chapters this is quoted:

      

       Comparative Annual Dues were as follows:

       2 Chapters   $1.25

       5 Chapters   1.50 16 Chapters   2.00 14 Chapters   2.50 31 Chapters   3.00

       6 Chapters   3.50 12 Chapters   4.00

       2 Chapters   4.50

       5 Chapters   5.00"

       North Carolina (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "As to the inroads made within our membership the past few years by General N.P.D., my trust in the future is that we now realize there are no short cuts or informality in the solemnity of the Degrees. We, in the East, are far too prone to do just that.

       It will be far better to make One Royal Arch Mason than several members in name only. Our work definitely needs improvement and more work by the individual officers of each Chapter to bring this about. May our work in the quarries bring forth only Good Work, True Work and Square Work".

       New Jersey (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "I believe that every member up for suspension should be thoroughly investigated before his name is brought before the Chapter for suspension, and that a full report be made as to his health and financial condition. A brother is thoroughly investigated before he is permitted to become a member of our order. Why not do the same thing before we suspend him?"

       ROYAL ARCH FESTIVALS

       Idaho  (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "Royal Arch Festivals are becoming more and more numerous. While they do provide a means of getting more members, they also bear an apparent hazard. I think that in some instances they provide an easy out for those chapters that either neglect or do not try to learn their work.

       The greatest and often only interest in a chapter is degree work. Those chapters doing no work have very little to offer companions that might otherwise attend. T.V. has much in the line of entertainment to offer, therefore attendance suffers.

       These festivals do provide a wonderful opportunity for companions of various chapters to get together, but I believe that we should consider limiting this jurisdiction to no more than three festivals a year, one in north Idaho, one in southeast Idaho, and one in southwest Idaho. Provision should also be made that any chapter providing a candidate should also do at least a portion of the work. Considerable interest would also be added if we had a complete set of robes from crown to sandals to be worn on these occasions. Some robes that I observed in the state have long passed the retirement age."

       Wisconsin (1957)

       The Grand High Priest advises:

       "Jubilees, you may recall, were set up for the purpose of helping the busy individual who found it impossible to devote the time of several meetings to

      

       •11

       receive his Capitular work. It was not designed to take the place of degree work which could be put on l)\ individual Chapters. At this point 1 wish to present a word of  caution  pertaining to Jubilees. If Chapters were to reserve their  candidates and bring (hem only to the Jubilees for their work, disastrous results in your Chapters will occur in the not too distant future. The 'tree of Capitular Masonry' in these Chapters will begin to wither and die as an immediate result. I know of several officers who  spent  much time and effort in learning their various parts, onl) to have their candidates brought to a Jubilee to receive their work. This is not as it should he and I hope due consideration will he given to this  practice  in the years ahead. If Chapters wither on the vine' hecause officers have no  incentive  to portray the parts they have learned, then something should be done about Jubilees."

       Colorado (1956)

       From the Report of the Committee on Royal Arch Advancement this is quoted:

       "Some Chapters have been emphasizing the feminine approach. The Royal Arch Widow Degree has hrought out crowds by the hundreds. One Chapter has had main short formal convocations with early adjournments followed by interesting familv-type programs for husbands and wives.

       Anniversary celebrations, oyster feeds, outdoor degree conferalls, numerous inter-Chapter visitations, these and many more attractions have stimulated interest and attendance. Added to them have been several special events of our Grand Commandery.

       While not strictly Advancement', your committee has learned the importance of good work, true work, square work' as a prerequisite or complementary aspect to promotional activity. Many of our companions are anxious to perfect their ritualistic proficiency. They are looking to the Grand Chapter for help and thorough instruction.

       From opinions gathered in visits through our Grand Jurisdiction, your committee ventures beyond its field to urge that schools of instruction or some similar ritualistic endeavor be provided in all sections of the state for the benefit of new officers, members and Capitular Masonry in general.

       Your committee appreciates the help so unanimously and fervently accorded us. The Manual for the Advancement of Royal Arch Masonry was well received — although some Chapters have not yet realized that it is necessary to follow through and ask for petitions, one of the points the Manual tried to emphasize. The Manual seemingly has helped Chapter officers to arrange better meetings."

       Ohio (1946)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       If we can correct this ominous lack of interest and lethargy and create in those places a love and desire for devotion to the great principles of our fraternity the results will be astounding, immediately and the history of Capitular Masonry will reveal to coming generations what concerted and co-ordinate efforts can do for our Grand Jurisdiction. Such a deficiency might have been due to a lack of a definite program, but now this deficiency is corrected and it is most certain that in the next few years we will observe the results of the work of devoted companions."

       Rhode Island (1956)

       This having been designated by the Grand High Priest as "Royal Arch Day" an Occasional Convocation of Grand Chapter was convened at 8 o'clock P.M. for the purpose of holding a Chapter of Instruction for all Royal Arch Masons.

      

       The officers of Providence Royal Arch Chapter, No. 1 exemplified the Royal Arch Degree in full form and ceremony. Preceding the degree work the biblical history upon which the ritual is based was read by the Grand High Priest. At predetermined intervals the work was halted and qualified companions explained the significance of the ritual and answered questions from the floor. The program was under the immediate direction of Grand Lecturer Joseph W. Johnson. Companions assisting were Elisha S. Holey, P.G.H.P., Harold W. Thatcher, P.G.H.P., Ralph S. Winsor, P.G.L., and Kenneth C. Chappell, A.G.L.

       REVIEWS

       Nebraska (1956)

       M. E. Cornp. Harold H. Thorm, Reviewer, said:

       "While I am not too surprised that those Knights of the Round Table who use (as we do) the Topical System in their Reviews sometimes find nothing in Nebraska on which to comment, I cannot understand how we came to be omitted from so many who devote a separate paragraph to each Jurisdiction. If our Proceedings are not reaching these Reviewers, I think we should know it, so that corrective action may be taken. It is no particular honor to be a 'statistic', but since statistics are an integral part of such Reviews, it would seem fitting that our record should be included."

       YORK RITE SOVEREIGN COLLEGE

       Michigan (1957)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "In January of 1957 a new Masonic organization came into being, the York Rite Sovereign College of North America. Since that time, a number of local colleges have been formed in Michigan and several other States. The avowed purposes of the organization are the furtherance of certain charitable endeavors, the promulgation of York Rite Masonry, and the promotion of York Rite Cooperation. Membership requires that the applicant be a member in good standing in a Chapter, Council, and Commandery. Believing that this organization is Masonic in character and that it could become an effective force in the promotion of York Rite Masonry, I recommend that the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Michigan express its official approval of the York Rite Sovereign College of North America."

       Pennsylvania (1956)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "Joshua Associations These organizations mean a great deal to Capitular Masonry in our Jurisdiction  adding enthusiasm  to  the  Chapters  by   their  visits.  They  are   to   be commended for adhering to the principle of conferring Degrees only in Chapters where the Companions themselves are capable."

       RITUAL

       Nebraska (1956)

       Report of the Committee on Ritual stated:

       "Your Committee on Ritual has made a thorough study of the floor work

      

       of the Degree ol  l\ist  Master with  the following consideration  being deemed fundamental to our thinking in regard to it:

       1.  rhe centra] idea back of this stud) is to achieve uniformity «>l work in this Degree n> the point where there  shall  be no variation between Chapters,

       2.  I he Individuality of each and ever) candidate shall be maintained at the highest possible level.

       3.   To  disturb  as little as possible the floor work as it is now clone bv each Chapter, adopting as standard procedure the floor work now in use by a majorit)  of Chapters.

       4.  To harmonize the floor work with that of the Grand Lodge, A.'.F.'.& A.'.M.'. of Nebraska as far as it is possible to do so.

       5.  1 o make no innovations in any part of the work.

       6.  To keep  written  instructions relative to the floor work of this Degree to an absolute minimum consistent with the primary object of obtaining uniformit).

       7.  To allow nothing to be done is the conferring of this Degree which would in an) way detract from the dignity and solemnity of it.

       A version of the floor work of the Degree of Past Master is herewith presented for your consideration which we feel is entirely consistent with the above expressed ideas.

       The general instructions for the opening and work of the Degree of Past Master was handed to Companions present. There are extra copies available in the office."

       Massachusetts (1956)

       .\/.  E. Comp. Henry F. Smith said:

       "In the Most Excellent Master Degree, we find the true meaning of the allegorical Temple.

       Most Excellent Masters are taught that it is one of their great duties to dispense Masonic Light and knowledge to less informed brethren; this cannot be done unless those who teach are fully informed themselves. Too many people regard themselves as teachers without having perfected themselves for that position bv the acquirement of knowledge.

       Roval Arch Masonry heads the educational movement in Freemasonry. The true Free Mason is one who strives for more Masonic education; he is never satisfied with mere statements; he desires explanations. Most Excellent Masters are taught to acquire facts and pass them on to others without hope of fee or reward.

       The three processions, prescribed by the ritual are really more than processions, for by them the candidate is taught that the mere erection of a Temple is not all that is required of us by the Great Architect. The first of these processions represents the completion of our physical structure or being; the binding together of the last arch which symbolically completes the building. It must be adorned, for a simple structure without ornamentation is not necessarily beautiful. Our second procession may well represent the beautification of our physical structure. There is in this another lesson, that our spiritual Temple must also be beautified; it is not enough to abstain from evil; it is necessary that we fill our work with good deeds, deeds which will beautify our character and make our spiritual Temple attractive. Finally, there is a third procession which is even more important than those which preceded it. As the Ark of the Covenant was brought up and placed within the sanctuary of the Temple, it may be said to have been the crowning event in the completion of the Temple."

      

       Phillipines (1957)

       The Grand High Priest said:

       "When an applicant submits his petition for the degrees of Capitular Masonry he expects to receive them not in a short form but in the proper form as contained and indicated in our rituals. So we have been emphasizing the need for all members, and more especially the officers of our chapters, never to confer the degrees in any other form than that ruled and indicated in our rituals. The teachings and beauty of our degrees are very valuable. Any deviation therefrom is contrary to the aim of giving the candidates a higher and better conception of the sublimity of our Capitular teachings. They have a value of their own. I expect that this injunction will be always observed for the good of our Order."

       New Hampshire (1957)

       The Grand Lecturer reported:

       "Since taking the office of Grand Lecturer in 1953 the following changes have been made.

       1.  Grand Chapter has adopted an official set of due guards and signs for each degree.

       2.  The State has been divided into districts with a Deputy Grand Lecturer assigned to each district.

       3.  The Grand Lecturers meet once a year to review the ritual and prepare for the visitations.

       These changes I believe have improved the ritualistic work in the Chapters and made the degree work more uniform.

       I would like to see an addition made in the M.E.M. degree taken from the General Grand Chapter ritual. I plan to ask permission of the incoming Grand Officers for permission to add this short section (a speech by the S.D.) on an optional basis. If enough Chapters try this addition and like it, it can be added to the ritual at some future time. The M.E.M. degree seems to have something lacking unless it is put on in full form. I believe the added section will help to improve the degree.

       I would also suggest that a semi-annual convocation of Grand Chapter be held each year. This meeting to be held on a Saturday and various Chapters be invited to work degrees. I believe this will increase interest in Capitular Masonry and the York Rite. I think it is worth trying."

       Mississippi (1957)

       From the report of the Grand Lecturer this is quoted:

       "For many years we have stressed the importance, even the absolute necessity, of forging ahead, and maintaining the highest quality in our degree work — not just in Jackson, or Gulfport, or Tupelo — but in all chapters in the jurisdiction. QUALITY, QUALITY, QUALITY, it should be our watchword from year to year. If we have this characteristic, we need not worry about the QUANTITY. We have all heard the expression 'if we take care of the little things, the big things will take care of themselves.' This axiom can surely be applied to our chapter activities. If each chapter will only resolve to train its officers and members in the right way, which in the final analysis is the easiest way, then our worries as to whether our membership will increase from year to year will come to an end. Fewer companions will feel like terminating their membership in the chapter by suspension, or demission; and more and more Master Masons will be impressed by the dignity and high importance of Royal Arch Masonry in the Masonic system. One of the most important missions the chapter has to perform is to bring to our brethren of the Symbolic Lodge the completion of the instruction, or the story, begun in the first three degrees — there is no other place they can get it."

      

       45 RECOMMENDATIONS

       Washington (1957)

       The Grand High Priest recommended:

       '"That the Office of Grand Reviewer be eliminated. An analysis of the Proceedings for the past 9 years shows that it has cost this (.rand Chapter $850.00 to print the reports of the  (.rand  Reviewer most of which have been mere collections of  statistics  and not factual reports of conditions and which few, if any, Companions read.

       That the Sessions Committee of Crievances and Appeals be eliminated. A further analysis of the Proceedings for the past 10 years showing that a negative report has been filed each year, the printing of which has been an unnecessary expense and the reading of which has been a waste of the time of the Grand Chapter.

       In view of the serious situation that confronts our Fraternity with respect to the maintenance of the basic doctrine of the Separation of Church and State, a doctrine that is the very foundation of our democracy and which has been the means bv which our public school system has been fostered, I recommend that the sum of SI.000.00 be appropriated for the purpose of promoting a campaign of education among all those who believe or who can be educated to believe in the maintenance of this vital principle and that the Grand High Priest shall be empowered to appoint a Committee, the number of the Committee to be determined bv him. and which shall meet with like Committees of both the York and Scottish Rite and which Committee and the Grand High Priest shall be empowered to use this appropriation as seems most advantageous with respect to the objectives to be attained and that a full and accurate accounting shall be made to this Grand Chapter at its 1958 Convocation."

       GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

       West Australia (1956)

       M. E. Comp. J. Rossiter, First Grand Principal reported:

       "I have to report that while I was in Canada an invitation was received for me to represent you at the 97th Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada ... All officers I met made me very welcome but none more so than our Grand Representative in Canada, R. Ex. Comp. W. J. Shaw. We can be justly proud of our representation in Canada — it is enthusiastic, efficient and generous. Thank you R. Ex. Comp. Shaw."

       New Mexico (1957)

       Af.  E. Comp. Harry E. McBride, Grand High Priest advises:

       "Reference is made to recommendation No. 10 of the Grand High Priest's address 1956 Proceedings with reference to attendance of Grand Representatives at Grand Convocation, in that each Grand Representative must attend at least one Convocation each three years or his office automatically becomes vacant. L'pon investigation by our Grand Secretary it has been found that 50% of Our Grand Representatives have not attended an annual convocation during the last three years. This would entail the appointment of at least 35 Companions to replace those who have not attended in the last three years. Under this circumstance I would recommend that this Grand Chapter revert to the prior practice of keeping our Grand Representatives as long as they wish to be kept on the roll. That for this year each Grand Representative be notified of his appointment with a request of acceptance or non-acceptance of the appointment."

      

       DECISIONS

       Wisconsin (1957)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "  (2) From Janesville Chapter No. 5 - Jan. 22/57:

       'Please send me an interpretation of paragraph 2 under Obligating Candidates, page 27 of the Constitution Rules, Regulations and Edicts as adopted May 6, 1952.

       We received a petition for degrees from a Master Mason in good standing who is a tavern owner (which he became after becoming a Master Mason). The investigating committee reported favorably. The petition was not balloted on due to his present occupation.'

       My interpretation of the ruling was that occupation does not stand in the way of membership in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons."

       Texas (1956)

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "July 14, 1956, received an inquiry from a Companion concerning the manufacture and sale of a Royal Arch emblem to be placed on the license plates of an automobile, the proceeds from the sale of emblems to be used to purchase film for the football team of the Masonic Home and School. While the Companion is to be commended for the charitable disposition evidenced by his desire to provide for the needs of our children in the Home, it was the opinion of your Grand High Priest that such procedure would constitute advertising and as such is contrary to the ancient customs and usages of Masonry."

       DISPENSATIONS

       Idaho

       The Grand High Priest reported:

       "This last year I gave several dispensations to receive and ballot at the same communication. This was done according to Article 6, section 8, Good and Sufficient reasons having been presented. When a Master Mason applies for further light in Freemasonry, this privilege is seldom denied him and the ballot has become somewhat a formality.

       I respectfully recommend that our code be altered to omit section 8 so that we may receive and ballot at the same stated meeting."

       The jurisprudence committee did not concur in this recommendation.

       RULINGS

       Washington (1957)

       The Grand High Priest ruled:

       "That Companions from British Columbia who had not received the Past Master Degree could not sit in an American Royal Arch Chapter without first having been healed in the Past Master Degree."

       DEMOLAY

       Rhode Island (1956)

       At  a special convocation:

       "The Grand High Priest then presented a beautiful Trophy to Rhode Island State Council, Order of DeMolay for its Membership Quota contest. The trophy

      

       is to be awarded to the DeMolav  Chaptet  winning the annual contest, to be retained l>\ it for one year or until won bv another Chapter. The   Trophy was

       accepted With appropriate words of appreciation  b\  Companion  Amos J. Jordan,

       District  Deputy, representing Companion  Robert  \\    Markham,  Jr.. Deputy of

       the  International  Supreme Council for Rhode  Island."

       Maine (1957)

       A  letter  trom E. Companion Robert S. Gass was read in appreciation for the  (.rand  Chapter's $300.00 donation for  the  advancement of DeMolay activities in Maine. On motion it was voted that an additional $300.00 be appropriated and paid for DeMolav activities again  this  year."

       Wisconsin (1957)

       The Report of State Deputy for  DeMolay  said:

       "With the acceleration of modern life, with the speed of communication, we hear quickl) and in full detail crimes of violence and frustration committed b\ young outlaws. loo little attention is given to the more affirmative role played bj young people such as those who belong to DeMolay, in the progress and spiritual growth of our way of life. We cannot minimize the delinquency problem among juveniles, but our thinking on the subject should be kept perspective  ii we bear in mind that for every three who come afoul of the law, 97 are good citizens and every one is a natural resource valuable beyond any equal form of material wealth.

       DeMolav in Wisconsin has now been operating on the present per capita for years. Many advisors are paying their own expenses. On some it's a hardship. We cannot expect to continue this way — it's demanding too much when their own families have to go without necessities. We must not let this situation continue. We are now building youth the DeMolay way in Wisconsin. The State Officers conduct the State Conclave Meeting. The State Conclave was self-sustaining  this last \ear.  Activities  this coming year means there must be some subsidy — The program is ever becoming necessary because of activities required \i/ State Officer's  visitation  — Badger DeMolay — Athletic Program — State

       Officer's Meetin

       gs.

       VISITATIONS

       Tennessee (1957)

       The (-rand High Priest said:

       "Twelve Royal Arch Croup Meetings were held in the Spring, and I was privileged  to attend each of them. All were well attended, and only a few Chapters failed to have representatives at one or more of the group meetings. The degree work at all of them was excellent, however, I think the meeting at Nashville  with P.C.H.P., C.V. Elmore as chairman was outstanding and one of the best degrees I have ever witnessed. They exalted 22 candidates that evening."

       CONFERENCE OF CANADIAN GRAND CHAPTERS

       Manitoba (1957)

       The Grand First Principal remarked:

       "I believe that the All Canada Conferences of our Grand Chapters  should be held separate from Creat Priory, but after attending this conference I have changed my mind as it could not be financed otherwise, unless each Grand Chapter would lav aside a certain sum each year to help to pay the expenses of

      

       their Grand First Principal or Grand High Priest attending the conference. After discussing it at the conference, they were not in favor of going to their several Grand Chapters with this request. Many who attend after Great Priory is closed receive some of their expenses from Great Priory. They do not need to receive anything from the conference, but others who attend the conference, such as the Grand Z's who have no other business except to their Grand Chapters, find it embarrassing to send in bills for expenses, when they hear some of the delegates say: 'There will be no bill from so and so', because, I believe, they have already received some expenses from Great Priory. Now this is only my own personal opinion. However, after attending the Conference, I firmly believe the All Canada Conference of our Grand Chapters should continue. There are some wonderful papers presented, with some of the greatest leaders in Freemasonry in our Dominion taking an active part in helping to make our Grand Chapters and Royal Arch Masonry in particular very strong. As I see it at present, our conference will have to take second place to Great Priory and be held immediately after Great Priory is closed."

       District of Columbia (1956)

       Blood Bank

       "The Grand Chapter has again participated in the Red Cross Masonic Blood Bank Program that was originally established by this Grand Chapter and later taken over by the Grand Lodge. The High Priests of the several Chapters have co-operated by giving publicity to the program in their Bulletins and by announcements at Chapter meetings."

      

       "SUMMARY OF THE ADDRESS GIVEN BY

       ROBERT M. RILEY. GRAND LECTURER

       OF THE

       M.'.F    GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS

       OF KANSAS

       THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF LODGE AND YORK RITE DEGREES

       Man is constantly searching for perfection. That search is apparently the reason for man's existence — the reason that the Divine Spark, call it Soul, Spirit, or what you will, enters his body at birth and dwells with him through his life on earth. Life is a trial — a crucible in which the souls of men are tried, to prove their fitness to return to their Eternal Home in the Bosom of the Father, Who loveth all the children He hath made. The search for perfection is our way of attempting to prove that fitness.

       We are born with certain Rough Ashlars' of ability and character. Using the Working Tools' of life, we attempt to knock off the excrescences, smooth the surfaces, and square the corners of those Rough Ashlars, and make of them Perfect Ashlars, living stones fit for our Spiritual Temple in the Life Hereafter. Our problem lies in the fact that there are within each of us tendencies toward both good and evil, and if we are to accomplish our goal we must bring the good, or spiritual, tendencies into the ascendency in our lives, and subordinate those evil tendencies which would defeat our aim.

       The battle between the good and evil in each of us is a conflict that goes on from the cradle to the grave. Unfortunately, the evil tendencies in us are very strong — so strong that few of us have the will-power and determination to win that battle by ourselves alone. We need help — and therein lies the reason, or excuse, for the existence of such an organization as that which we know as Freemasonry. It is the avowed purpose of Freemasonry to help men become better men — and it is the chief duty of every Mason to help other Masons accomplish that purpose. We do it by Precept — for no finer precepts were ever laid down than those inculcated in the several Masonic Lectures; we do it by Example — for there is no finer way for a Mason to act than that others may become better men by emulating his example; and we do it by Advice — for Masonry admonishes us to 'whisper good counsel in the ear of an erring Brother'.

       Moral precepts are usually stated in abstract terms, which are difficult for our weak human intellects to understand. Masonry recognizes our limitations, and attempts to translate those abstractions into concrete terms which are familiar to us. The uses and properties of the tools and implements of Architecture are well known to all of us. Masonry has, therefore, built a system of concrete symbolism around those familiar tools and implements in an effort to make the abstract precepts of right living understandable to us. Masonry has also used illustrative stories — parables, if you please — and dramatized Legends for the same purpose — knowing that human notices, translated into human action, will be more understandable, and more impressive, to us than the mere statement of principles.

       Masonry is a progressive science. It recognizes that no great thing, certainly not the betterment of a man, can be accomplished in a single step. It therefore graduates its instruction so as to bring a man slowly to the full realization of its moral and spiritual significance. Since striving for perfection is man's chief duty here on earth, and since it is the avowed purpose of Masonry to assist him in that endeavor, the Mason finds several symbols of that search in the teachings of our Order. 'Masonic Light' and 'The Lost Word' are two of the most important of those symbols — and progress toward more and further Light, and the search for the Lost Word, occupy most of our ritualistic experience   in  Masonry.

      

       With these facts in mind, it is easy to understand why the basic philosophy and symbolism of Masonry has been so aptly described as 'The Two Temple Theory' — first, the Temple of our bodies, where as fallible human beings, we are unable to attain the perfection for which we are striving; and second, the Temple of the Hereafter, where, in the light of Celestial Understanding shed by our Supreme Grand Master, we finally discover that Perfection in Godhead, where alone it exists. All Masonic thinking is based on this Two Temple Theory, and all Masonic Ritual is designed to explain it in terms that we can understand.

       INTERRELATIONSHIP OF LODGE AND YORK RITE DEGREES

       HISTORICAL CHRONOLOGY  LODGE    CHAPTER (all dates approximate)   AF&AM   RAM

       COUNCIL    COMMANDERY R&SM   KT

       SOLOMON'S TEMPLE -Construction begun — 1013 BC

       EA FC

       MM

       MkM

       PM

       RM SM

       SOLOMON'S TEMPLE Completed and

       dedicated - 1006 BC

       MEM

       SOLOMON'S TEMPLE -Destroyed — 586 BC CHILDREN OF ISRAEL CAPTIVE IN BABYLON

       RA

       SEM

       111 O of BC

       PROCLAMATION OF CYRUS ENDING THE CAPTIVITY 536 BC

       SECOND TEMPLE -

       Construction begun 535-34 BC DISCOVERIES

       Med Pass

       CYRUS DIED - CAMBYSES KING OF PERSIA 529 BC

       Oof

       Malta

       1118 AD

       CAMBYSES STOPS RECONSTRUCTION CAMBYSES DIED DARIUS KING OF PERSIA 522 BC

       O of Temple

       ZERUBBABEL VISITS DARIUS

       CONSTRUCTION OF SECOND TEMPLE AGAIN STARTED 520 BC

       SECOND TEMPLE COMPLETED AND DEDICATED 515 BC

      

       Recognizing   the   value  of  dramatized,   illustrative   stories   as   a   teaching device, our Ancient (.rand Masters built the  ritual  of Masonry around a series of Legends concerned with two Temples which actually existed, and are <les cribed   in   Biblical   History  —  the  Temple  of Solomon,  and   the   Temple  of Zerubbabel.

       The accompanying chart, in the  left  hand column, shows the  Historical Chronology of events covering these Two Temples. The individual dates are approximate — being, in most cases, compromise between the dates found in Secular  History, Biblical History, and Masonic History. The elapsed times ol the various eras are, however, kept reasonably accurate.

       The  construction  of Solomon's Temple was begun about the year 1013 B.C., and. with something o\er se\en years employed i^-bujjdnig the structure, it was completed about 1006 B.C. It remained in use 420 yearsV During that time the Jewish people gradually  drifted  awa\ from the^Trtte-faith of their Fathers and violated main of the rules for their governance found in the Book of the Law. Since they refused to repent and turn from their evil ways, God. in fulfillment of His promise and prophesy, turned His Face from them, their enemies were let loose upon them, and  their   cities  and Temple were sacked and destroyed. This fulfillment of prophesy was accomplished about the yeai(|586JiX?., when the hosts of Babylon, under the leadership of Nebuzaradan, Captain-General for Nebuchadnezzar. King of Babylon, levelled the city and Temple, carried the Children of Israel captive to Babylon, and with them most of the holy treasures of the Temple. 

       About the yea* 536Bpfc., Cyrus, then King of Persia, recognizing the virtues of the now repentahT"~Tsraelites, issued a Proclamation releasing the Jews from the Captivity, and permitting them to return to Palestine and rebuild their city and Temple. Under the leadership of three men — Zerubbabel, Chief of the tribe of Judah. Joshua, the High Priest, and Haggai, the Scribe, or Prophet of the Jews, returned to the Promised Land and set about their most welcome task. Their first step was to erect a Tabernacle near the ruins of King Solomon's Temple, where they could center both their worship and the administration of the work. The second step was to clear away the ruins of the old Temple so that the new Temple might be built on the same spot — and it was during the progress of this work that they discovered certain sacred treasures which had been missed by the Babylonians — including the long lost Master's Word.

       The Samaritans, the original inhabitants of Palestine who had been subjugated by the Israelites when they entered the country after an Exodus from Egypt, had been in complete charge of the area during the Captivity of the Jews, and they did not want the Israelites returning to disturb their sovereignty. They therefore sent delegation after delegation, with many costly presents, to Cyrus in Babylon, pleading with him to rescind his Proclamation and stop the return of the Jews. Cyrus consistently refused — but in 529 B.C. Cyrus died. He was succeeded on the throne of Persia by Cambyses, generally known in secular history as Artaxerxes.

       Cambyses was neither a statesman nor a warrior — he was a 'playboy', far more interested in the pleasures of the flesh than in the onerous duties of statecraft. He therefore lent an attentive ear to the delegations of the Samaritans — and their  gifts  — and in 522 B.C. he rescinded the Proclamation of Cyrus, and ordered the Jews to desist in their efforts to rebuild. In that same year, Cambyses died. Since he left no legitimate heir, his successor was determined by an election among the nobles, as was the Persian custom at that time, and Darius was elected and ascended the throne.

       Cambyses' order to stop the reconstruction filled the hearts of the Israelites with desolation — but the news of his death and the succession of Darius changed the picture, for Darius and Zerubbabel had been schoolmates and friends in their younger davs. Zerubbabel, therefore, determined to make a pilgrimage to Babylon and plead his case before Darius in person. This he did. Darius listened to the plea with favor, and not only permitted the Jews to continue with the reconstruction, but also ordered many of the holy vessels and sacred  treasures.

      

       carried to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, to be returned to Jerusalem so that they might be placed in the second Temple.

       The reconstruction of the second Temple was resumed about the year 520 B.C.; and it was completed and dedicated in 515 B.C.

       It is around this succession of historical events, and these two Temples, that the Legends and Ritual of Masonry have been built — with the Temple of Solomon symbolizing the first Temple of our fallible human bodies, where we must always strive for perfection, but cannot attain until we enter the second Temple of the Hereafter, symbolized by the Temple of Zerubbabel.

       The right-hand portion of the accompanying chart shows, in graphic form, the place in this cycle of Biblical history of the dramatic incidents related in the rituals of each of the Lodge and York Rite Degrees, and their intimate interrelationship with each other.

       The dramatic action of the three degrees of the Lodge is all in the setting of King Solomon's Temple, and the characters represented are those who had a part in building that edifice. In a setting confined to the first of our two symbolic Temples it would be highly illogical for us to obtain even a symbol of that perfection for which we are seeking — and of course, we do not obtain such a symbol in the Lodge; we must there be content with a substitute. NO SYSTEM OF MASONRY, however, COULD POSSIBLY BE COMPLETE UNTIL WE HAVE PASSED, SYMBOLICALLY, INTO THE SECOND TEMPLE AND FOUND THAT MOST IMPORTRANT SYMBOL OF PERFECTION, THE TRUE MASTER'S WORD.

       We have reason to believe that the ritual of the Third Degree originally completed this symbolism by carrying the candidate symbolically into the second Temple and discovering the True Word. Somehow that portion of the ritual became separated from the degree, presumably at the time that the Grand Lodge of England divided into two — between 1740 and 1750. The Constitution of 1813, adopted at the time these two English Grand Lodges rejoined to again become one, acknowledges the existence of the additional ritual, and the necessity of its use to complete the system, by its definition of Ancient Craft Masonry as 'consisting of three degrees, and three degrees only, the Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason degrees, INCLUDING THE HOLY ROYAL ARCH.

       When English Masons came to this country, during the 1700's, and brought Masonry with them, they brought, and established, the symbolism of the second Temple, and the all-important discoveries therein, in a separate organization, which, with the addition of three subordinate degrees, we call in our American system, a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.

       The first degree of the Chapter in the American Rite (usually, though improperly, called the York Rite) is the Mark Master Degree. There are two principal lessons taught in the Mark Master Degree — the 'Mark,' 'Shekel', lesson, and the 'Keystone' lesson. The Mark Lesson is strictly a Fellowcraft affair. All the characters are Fellowcrafts, and every phase of the work pertains to the traditions and customs attributed to the 80,000 craftsmen employed at the building of King Solomon's Temple. If conferred in its proper chronological order, therefore, this part of the Mark Master Degree should be given in connection with the second degree of the Lodge. In the ritualistic development of the 'Keystone' lesson in this degree we learn that the hero of the Third Degree is dead, but that the Temple is not yet completed. Its place in the historical chronology, then, should be after the Third Degree, but before the completion of the Temple. These proper chronological positions are indicated on the chart, as is the case with all the other degrees, by lines and rows, as you see.

       The second degree of the Chapter, the Past Master's Degree, has no place in the historical continuity, and is therefore circled on the chart. Originally it was felt that none were worthy of entering the Second Temple and receiving the True Word except those who had been elected, installed, and had presided as Master of a Lodge. The obvious limitation on membership in the Chapter

      

       Imposed by that rule was. ol course, a handicap — so the Past Master's Degree was adopted as a means l>\  which  the tradition could he upheld while  actually by-passing the limitation. In it the candidate symbolically 'passes the Chair' and becomes a 'Virtual* Past  Master,   without  an) of the prerogatives of an  Actual' Past Master, except the privilege of becoming a member of the Royal Arch. 1 he  third  degree of the Chapter,  the  Most Excellent Master Degree, portrays

       in beautiful and dramatic fashion  the  events and ceremonies  which  marked the completion and  dedication  of King Solomon's Temple. Its place in the  historical continuity is thus easil) determined as 1006 B.C., the time those events are supposed to have occurred.

       Four hundred and twenty years elapse between the events portrayed in the Most Excellent Master Degree and  the  first section of the Royal Arch degree. The place of that first section in the  historical  continuity is determined h\ the closing  words of its  ritual,   which  allude to the destruction of Solomon's Temple by the Babylonians. It is placed, therefore, at 586 B.C., when that dreadful event took place. Fift) more- years elapse before the opening of the second section of the Royal Arch. During those years the Children of Israel were captive in Babylon, and the Proclamation of Cyrus, the story of which opens the second section, ended that Captivity and permitted the Jews to return to Palestine and rebuild their city and Temple. And it was in the next two or three years, during the evacuation of the rounds of the old Temple preparatory to building the new, that the sacred treasures and principal secrets of this degree, including the long lost Master's Word, were brought to light and restored to the Craft — and remain with them, we hope, forever.

       Thus we have completed the cycle of Biblical history, the cycle of philosophy and symbolism, that are basic in all Masonic thinking. We have passed from the First Temple into the Second, and we have learned the True Master's Word, with all its symbolic significance of that perfection for which we have so long been striving. Our system is complete.

       And yet not quite complete — for there are gaps in the story that surely raise questions in our minds. When, for example, we discover the sacred treasures in the Royal Arch Degree we are sure to ask ourselves, 'How did they get in the place where we found them — and why were they put there?'

       To answer such questions — and to fill in those gaps — our American Rite had developed a third Body of Masonry, which we call the Council of Royal and Select Masters. Serving as what the motion picture world would call 'Flashbacks', the three degrees of the Council  fill  in the gaps in the historical continuity and complete the story.

       The first degree of the Council is called the Royal Master Degree. It is divided into two sections, the first of which is a Dissertation on Death, and contains some of the most beautiful ritual in all Masonic literature. But our CM.HA. is a speaking character in this section, and its place in the historical continuity must, therefore, come before the Third Degree of the Lodge. The second section of the Royal Master Degree is, in effect, a Memorial to a deceased Grand Master. Because of certain things that are said, and others that are not mentioned, in its ritual, Masonic historians have placed it, chronologically, in the middle of the second section of the Third Degree of the Lodge — after the discovery, but before the substitution.

       In the second degree of the Council, the Select Master Degree, we find the answers to the questions we asked in the Royal Arch — 'How did the sacred treasures we found get in the place we found them — and why were they put there?' But here again, our G.M.H.A. is a speaking character, and its place in the historical chronology is also before the Third Degree of the Lodge.

       The third degree of the Council (an added degree, incidentally, and not generally required for full-fledged membership in the Body) is the Super-excellent Master Degree. It dramatizes in beautiful and impressive fashion the events which took place just before and during the destruction of Solomon's Temple by the Babylonians, and the beginning of the Captivity of the Children

      

       of Israel. Its place in the continuity, therefore, is at the end of the first section of the Royal Arch Degree, as an expansion of the few words of ritual there which allude to those events.

       Now, indeed, we have PASSED THE CIRCLE OF PERFECTION IN ANCIENT MASONRY' - now our story is completely told.

       As you have followed the development of this ritualistic interrelationship, through these words and by means of the accompanying chart, it must have become evident that the stories of these degrees are so intricately interwoven and intimately interlaced that they become one completely integrated whole. You have seen this structure built — yet I defy you to take it apart. For no part can be left out without irreparable loss to the whole — no part can be omitted if a man is to have a basic understanding of the underlying philosophy and symbolism upon which has been built the entire structure of the Order to which he belongs.

       Therefore I say to you that if a man wants to be a Master Mason in truth, in knowledge, and in understanding, as well as in name, he MUST add the Chapter and the Council to his Lodge. Only thus can he complete the system — only thus can he receive and appreciate the whole story.

       To these Bodies, our American system has added still another — called the Commandery of Knights. Templar. There are three degrees — usually called 'Orders' — in the Commandery. The first is the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross. It really has no business in this Body. It is, actually, an appendix to the Royal Arch Degree, for it dramatizes the story of the pilgrimage which Zerub-babel made to Babylon to plead the cause of the Jews in person before King Darius. In the historical chronology, therefore, it comes in the period between 522 and 520 B.C. — and has no connection whatever with the other two Orders of this Body — the Order of Malta and the Order of the Temple, which are Masonic adaptations of historic Christian Orders of Chivalry, both chartered by the Pope in the same year — 1118 A.D.

       To become a member of the Commandery, a candidate must profess 'a firm belief in the Christian religion.' Because of that, as well as because of the unrelated character of its ritual (with the exception of the Red Cross) the Commandery is not a part of Ancient Craft Masonry. It cannot be — for the religion of the Ancient Craft Masonry is universal. It demands only that a man shall believe in One God, and in the Immortality of the Soul — all else is left to the man's own conscience. By its demand for a profession of sectarian faith, therefore, the Commandery violates that universality, and cannot be an integral part of a system in which such universal tolerance is a basic principle. This is not a criticism of the Commandery — far from it. In a predominantly Christian country such as ours there is very definitely a place for an organization in which a Christian Mason can put his Christianity and his Masonry to work — together. And the Commandery does a beautiful job of it.

       Of the literally dozens of other systems of 'added' degrees in Masonry that have been invented in the last two and a half centuries, only the Scottish Rite has survived and grown strong in this country. Its many fine degrees, usually beautifully costumed, staged, and dramatized, are highly philosophic — and to a real student of the principles of Masonry, they are deeply satisfying. But there is not a close and intimate connection with the degrees of the Lodge. The basic cycle of symbolism is completed, of course, but the connection is more remote, and the integration is incomplete. Thus a man going directly to the Scottish Rite from the Lodge will find much of its beautiful philosophy passing over his head for he lacks the foundation of knowledge to understand it. But if first he obtains that fundamental knowledge by completing his Lodge through the Chapter and Council, he will be able to understand, appreciate, and enjoy the wonderful Scottish Rite degrees far more.

       My advice to any Master Mason, of course, is to take all the Masonry he can get. FIRST — he should become a Master Mason in fact — as well as in name — completing his knowledge and understanding of the basic principles of the Order by adding the Chapter and Council to his Lodge degrees. THEN

      

       — if he be a Christian, bv all means lake the Commandcry — and whether or not he is a  Christian  he should then add the beautiful and philosophic degrees of the Scottish Rite. FIRST — he must complete his Lodge In adding the Chapter and Council — the three are so completely an integrated whole that they should be only one body — with them he is prepared for whatever may come — with them lu- will find that the wonderful philosophy of Masonry can be deeply satisfying to the soul of any man.

       No Order in the world presents a more beautiful philosophy than that inculcated in the Society of Freemasons — no Order is better designed to help its members become better men. Let us pray that all Masons will learn and understand the WHOLE" of our Ancient Art, and will let their Masonry so shine through their lives that all men may see its good works."

      

       Perth (June, 1957)

       From The Western Australian Craftsman:

       "THE PRACTICE OF BROTHERHOOD

       From time to time one comes across a Disappointed Mason— one who has withdrawn from his lodge because he is not satisfied with it. This on examination turns out to be not so much dissatisfaction with Freemasonry as disappointment with Freemasons, which is quite different. Most of these men are intelligent enough to realise that it is only belittling oneself to belittle an institution animated by the ideals and precepts of Freemasonry. Their quarrel is with human nature and when one quarrels with human nature one is quarrelling with one of the greatest intangibles on earth.

       Freemasonry, however, is an institution that deals exclusively with human nature. It ceased long ago to concern itself with the materials required in building houses, churches or temples. Its great and permanent problem lies in welding together the variables contained in a society of men so that moral benefit may ensue and a comfortable and social atmosphere be enjoyed. To do this successfully it establishes certain safeguards. It requires a rigid inspection of its material; it ensures a reverent and decorous conditioning of the workroom and a well controlled relaxation at a common supper board later. With these material things under control it can operate upon its ashlars and in due time present them to the Builder as proper stones for His building.

       Undoubtedly we fall short in many of the things we do. Try as we will we do not please everybody. There are some who come into the craft out of a feeling of curiosity. What is it they say to themselves, that gives Masonry such influence? They seek for a talisman, some alchemist's elixer, which will trans mute their troubled mind into easy street. They will "get to know people who can help"; they will mix with the "heads"; they will find out the secret ways to wealth and prosperity. These of course, are the easiest to disappoint. There is no easy way to wealth in a Masonic Lodge. It is true you get to know people but those people are shrewd, and the man who seeks to use his Masonry with a view to helping himself is soon detected and cold shouldered. Wealth usually comes at someone else's expense, and the smart business man who has made his money is still smart after he has made it.

       The second type of disappointed mason is the one who, having subjected Masonry's teaching to a critical analysis decides it is too elaborate to be taken seriously, he dislikes the long road to the chair because it entails study and punctual attendance. He is unimpressed with moral symbolism; he is left cold by allegory and bored by ritual. He ceases to attend because he finds more interesting things to do.

       The third group comprises those who have expected to find Brotherhood in generous helpings and are disappointed because it has not been there. The big problem of Masonry is how to inject true brotherhood into our lodges. Men join a lodge and find that the practice of brotherhood is confined to the repetition of fraternal phrases from the ceremony. They fail to find the real warmth which a deep concern with Masonry should reveal. We can sense this for ourselves. If you visit a lodge where you are unknown, what do we find? In some cases a brother comes forward and seeing you are a stranger, takes you by the hand, asks your name and introduces you around. You feel warmed and excited by this consideration. It sets the stamp upon the evening, and at the festive board you can realize and decide that this lodge really knows its Masonry.

       But what happens sometimes? You enter the anteroom. No one notices you. Those talking in groups may throw you a glance and then go on talking. You are left to your own devices. Eventually you slide up to the tyler and whisper your name and sign the book under his eagle eye. You will be examined of course, and then turned adrift for the evening. Perhaps you may make contact with some other visitor and so eke out the night, but generally speaking your visit has not been worth while.

      

       Brother, is your lodge like  this?   Watch  what happens when strangers approach. No one should come into  the anteroom and be ignored. He should he-greeted and made welcome — and  that  is as much your job as someone else's. We are not all secretaries or treasurers  with  jobs to do; many of us have no particular assignment until the lodge is open. Then make the job of attending to visitors one of our most important duties, so that no one will go away from the door feeling cold and neglected, so that every one present will feel the warm glow of humanity and get to know the true inner meaning of Masonry, so that everyone will feel the real meaning of brotherhood."

      

       Victoria (1956)

       Address by the Third Grand Principal:

       JESHUA

       "Long before the erection of the Temple of King Solomon, the Jewish people openly worshipped God. They erected a two chambered tent and called it a Tabernacle. Into the first chamber went the High Priest and the King. Into the second, the High Priest alone entered, and then only once a year after purification and washings, to commune with God. The people worshipped in the open air.

       It was the same at King Solomon's Temple; two chambers — King and High Priest — and High Priest alone, and the people worshipping in the open air in the great courtyards.

       Then came the destruction of the Temple by Nebuzaradan, Captain of the Guard of Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon. The Jews and their King, Jehoichim, were taken into captivity in Babylon.

       Seventy years later, Cyrus, King of Persia (or Assyria) captured Babylon and the Jews looked on Cyrus as their deliverer. Jeremiah, the Prophet, had foretold that the Jews would then return to Jerusalem.

       Cyrus, wishing to please God, issued a proclamation saying; 'All the Kingdoms of the Earth has the Lord God of Heaven given me, and He hath charged me to build Him a house at Jerusalem. Who is there among you of all his people? The Lord his God be with him and let him go up.'

       Zerubbabel, Prince of the People; Haggai, the Prophet; and Jeshua, son of Josedech, the High Priest, led 27,000 Jews back to Jerusalem to erect the Second Temple. The Degree of Excellent Master (not Most Excellent Master) was given to those qualified to return and the Ceremony of Passing the Veils of our Holy Royal Arch represents the dangers and difficulties of the return journey.

       The Jews were at this time one of the few people who had developed the idea of monotheism. The Samaritans were changing and believed the God the Jews worshipped was the one and only T. and L.G.M.H. They wished to help in building the Temple to His Glory but their offer was rejected as they were not of the same race and people. Later, three sojourners appeared and made the same request. Their application was accepted. We all know how they made the great discovery, which is the pivotal point of H.RA.Fy. The Samaritans caused trouble and finally caused the building to stop.

       Up to this point Jeshua had played an important part urging the Jews, regardless of plots and difficulties, to have faith in God and continue their worship — and indeed he built the altar, and he had established for himself a great reputation as a leader. He was a man of faith and action and reached the highest point of his career. Plots, troubles and dissentions then prevailed and Jeshua fell from his position of leader. He was dressed in filthy rags and was accused, but acquitted and given power to rule in Jehovah's House.

       Zerubbabel and Jeshua had gold crowns placed on their heads and Zerubbabel placed on the throne. Zerubbabel returned to Babylon and received permission from King Darius to complete the building and Jeshua again inspired the people to continue their faith and belief in God.

       A study of history reveals that in every nation and people there has always been a belief in a Supreme Power and that there has always been a leader who has been charged with maintaining and strengthening that belief. Jeshua did just that. In our Holy Royal Arch Chapter we have belief in and worship for the T.A.L.G.M.H. This has added significance in our Country as here the H.R.A. is the Supreme Degree in Freemasonry, and the one in which we approach very near to T.T.A.L.G.M.H. — perhaps as near as it is wise for us to be permitted.

       Jeshua illustrates that Man has body, mind and soul, or physical, mental and spiritual elements and that all three must be developed to achieve ihe great ideal — perfect man in communion with his Maker.

      

       I his, then i> the lesson of Jeshua in our H.R.A.: The Chapter endeavours that Jeshua, the High  Priest,  should direct the attention of the Companions to the importance of ever keeping before them, in whatever they undertake, the duty tfu'\ owe at nil times to the T.A.L.G.M.H. and looking to Him at all times for support and strengthening of their faith, so that hy practising, outside the Chapter, the valuable and beautiful lessons they are taught within it and by applying the sacred duties imposed by our Chapters they may hasten the day of  universal  belief in the brotherhood of Man and the Fatherhood of God."

      

       Victoria (1956)

       Address by R. Em. Second Grand Principal:

       HAGGAI

       "The M. Em. has asked me to offer a few thoughts on 'The Significance of the office of Haggai in the Holy Royal Arch of Jerusalem'. The significance of G.H. is not in question, but that of H. of a constituent Chapter. Nearly everyone present is an installed H. so these thoughts should apply to all of us.

       The great prophets of Israel are the outstanding glory of the Old Test-ment, but attention has long been directed to them as foretellers of the future. In fact, they were men raised up by God in times of declension and apostasy. They were primarily revivalists and patriots, speaking on behalf of God to the heart and conscience of the nation. Their messages have a twofold character; first, what was local and immediate for the prophet's time; and secondly, (almost as if unpremeditated) what was predictive of the Divine purposes in the future.

       Like others, the Prophet H. dealt with local and immediate matters, his THEME, was the unfinished Temple, his MISSION to admonish and encourage the builders. But like other prophets the spirit of his prophecy overleaped, and dealt with things to come, as in the case of his prophecy — 'The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of Hosts and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of Hosts.'

       Now the H. in our allegory is not dealing with local or immediate events, and except for the prophecy referred to, he is not either foretelling the future or forthtelling the present, so that though we may truly say, as will be shown, that the three principals represent the functions of priest, prophet and king, yet our H. represents a further and different conception. The answer is given by H. himself in what is probably the most significant statement, and which, in some sort, I would adopt as alext for this talk.

       In the Opening Ceremony we have: 'Z: Have you any further object in view? H.: We have, M.E.: We hope by a diligent search ... to recover the . . .'

       Let us examine what reference we find to H. in either the Book of Constitution or in the Ritual. No mention in the Book of Constitution except the mere existence of the office, and then referred to as 'Second Principal.' But there is one special and most significant reference to the THREE Principals in Rule 80 which says: 'The three Principals, when in Chapter assembled, are to be considered conjointly as Master, and each severally as Master.' In the Ritual of the Exaltation Ceremony H. appears scarcely at all but he does appear to some purpose in the Opening and Closing Ceremonies. In the opening ceremony his first words are: 'O, Lord God Omniscient', and this theme is consistently followed thereafter. In his installation ceremony each reference to the Deity is to the Omniscient God. His jewel is the 'All seeing eye.'

       In his investiture he is reminded that, 'although your words and actions may be hidden from human view, yet there is One whose all seeing eye is ever upon you and who knows . . .'

       So, the first point we may make is that his office is ritually identified with the Omniscience and Wisdom of God.

       Still in the Opening Ceremony:— 'Z.: Ex. Comp. H. whither are you journeying?

       H.: To J., the land of the Promise, M.E.

       Z.: Have you any further object in view?

       H.: We have, M.E. We hope by a diligent search ... to recover the . . .'

       Thus, the second point we may make is that his office is identified with a diligent search after a genuine truth. As a corollary to the opening, we have in the Closing Ceremony the important: 'Have you succeeded in the object of your search? — We have, M.E., we have recovered the . . .'

      

       So we have the third point, thai as a  result  of this diligent search the sought after genuine truth is found.

       Now you will remember that  the  Cand. does by his own efforts discover ;i scroll, hut he cannot read it, i.e., understand it, for want of light. By the light of day he  identifies  it as . . . and as a result of reading it, and after further search, he finds the ineffable secret. During this part of the Ceremony he is addressed  twice,  this time  significantly  enough by /. "Let that want of light remind you that man . . . had it not pleased the Almighty to call him to light and Immortalit)  h\  the REVELATION of His Holy Will and Word.' and again, Let us bless, praise and magnif\ his Holy Name for the . . . He has VOUSCHSAFED unto us and let us walk worthily in that light ... to shine around us." And remember the Congratulatory address. Our allegory, it says, 'is imparted to you . . . for the purpose of fixing more strongly in your mind the PROVIDEN HAL MEANS by  which   the  discovery is effected.' This makes our fourth point, that the sought after genuine  truth  is found only by Divine revelation following upon a diligent search.

       In each Order of Freemasonry of which I know anything, something valuable has been lost and the Candidate is directed to search for it, which he does and ALWAYS ritually finds it, and, as you know, this is what happens in the H.R.A. Why is it that he always finds it? Remember the opening, 'Whither are you journeying? — To J., the land of the PROMISE, M.E.' The Secret is always found because it has been so promised if we diligently seek for it.

       Our beautiful and profound allegory represents, therefore, a great and sublime  truth,  that in spiritual matters, if we seek diligently and in true faith with hearts and minds truly ready to find, we shall indeed find.

       We are creatures, says the ritual, offending against His Mighty Will and Power, yet still the adopted children of His mercy. We have all pledged our belief in the V. of the S.L. within the framework of our respective creeds. Both testaments of the V.S.L. make the promise, each more than once. For instance, Jeremiah, speaking to the Hebrews in capitivity in Babylon says, in the Spirit, 'Ye shall seek me and find me when ye shall search for me with all your heart.' And in the New Testament we find a great authority: 'Ask and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you.'

       And Companions, on looking at the jewel of the Order we find, among other things inscribed on the interlaced triangles, the words. 'We have found', triumphantly repeated in three languages, and engraved on the circle and scroll surrounding them the words, 'If you can understand what follows, you know enough. Nothing is wanting but the key.'

       Companions, I am convinced that the key is nothing more or less than a diligent and prayerful search after righteousness before the throne of T.T.A.L. G.M.H.

       Finally, let us return to Rule 80. The M. Em. has often referred to the curious fact that although the Craft Ritual declares that 'Three rule a lodge.' in Eacl a lodge is apparently ruled by the Master alone. He points out that at one time the M. and his two W's were all elected, and did jointly rule the lodge. We. in the H.R.A.. preserve and maintain the rule by three. We must not  (oi-mi that although working the FI.R.A. we are still a lodge of Free Masons. This point is driven home by the use of the term 'The Master' in Rule 80; by the fact that we carefully inform our candidates that they have not taken a fourth degree in Freemasonry, but have only completed the third degree; and also by a consideration of the origin and  status  of the H.R.A. in conjunction with the L'.G.L. of England. So, although we are ruled by three, Rule 80 completes the full circle and declares that this rule by three is also rule by one, one who has passed through the three stages symbolised: (a) by the priest who has  diligently sought and interceded with Cod; (b) by the prophet who has thereupon received the Divine revelation; and (c) by the King who having done these  things  is competent to rule himself and thereby becomes indeed a king among men. He that ruleth his own spirit is greater than he that taketh a city.'

      

       How true is our ritual when it declares that the complete knowledge of this Supreme Degree can only be acquired by passing through these several offices. This is not literal, Companions, but applies symbolically to every Companion of the Chapter. So now we may answer our question as to the significance of the office of H. in the H.R.A. of J.

       He symbolically represents that stage of man's search after Divine Truth at which, having been previously prepared by purification and prayer, he is ready to say, in the language of His elect: 'Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth', in the confident knowledge that he will be vouchsafed a revelation of the Glorious Light of His Truth.

       Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

       In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

       Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,

       Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.

       Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light,

       Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight;

       All laud we would render; O help us to see;

       'Tis only the splendour of light hideth Thee."

      

       63 Victoria (1956) Address by M. Em. First Grand Principal:

       ZERUBBABEL

       "At the beginning of the year your three Grand Principals agreed that during their period of office each would endeavour to offer some worthwhile comments upon the significance of the office held.

       My co-Principals have made their contribution adequately, and it now devolves upon me to do my part.

       Our Ritual says that the three Principals represent Z., H. and J., whose names they bear; this, of course, refers to the Principals of a private Chapter, but it applies equally to the Principals in Grand Chapter, and the office I hold represents that of a King. The officers of a Chapter and the circumstances on which the Exaltation Ceremony is based are taken from the Bible, and it is, therefore, worthwhile looking for a few moments at what is recorded in Biblical history.

       The parts played by the Prophet Haggai and the Priest Jeshua stand out quite clearly, also the importance of the contribution made by the Scribes, Ezra and Nehemiah, but Zerubbabel is a shadowy figure and there is no record of his ever being crowned as King or of his taking any very great part in the restoration of the Kingdom of Judah. His claim to distinction appears to be based upon his descent from the Royal Family of David. It is evident that for a healthy and properly balanced re-establishment of the Kingdom, Priest, Prophet and King were regarded as essential. The importance of these three aspects to a people who considered themselves as specially chosen by God for the fulfilment of his purposes is obvious, and the idea has been carried into the Christian Church which speaks of Christ as being Priest, Prophet and King.

       There are three ways in which Freemasonry can be regarded:*

       (1)  As  a game we  play  for our  pleasure and  the exercise of certain  of our faculties:

       (2)  As a continuance of religious ideas received from the Jews:

       (3)  As the presentation of ideas about a way of life by means of allegory and symbolism.

       I am of the opinion that to many Freemasons the first-mentioned is the only way in which they regard their Freemasonry; joined with it, of course, is an idea of brotherhood. The second is a dangerous way of looking at Freemasonry, especially for those who profess and call themselves Christians, and I feel sure that the third way is the right way in which to regard our Freemasonry; this is strongly brought out by the statement made in the Craft Ritual that Freemasonry is a system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols. It is obvious then that neither the allegory not the symbolism is the real Fremasonry, but rather the ideas which these things can be made to present to the human mind.

       Think for a moment about the first question that is addressed to a candidate for Freemasonry when he is admitted to the Lodge — 'Are you free?' This obviously in our day does not refer to social or political freedom; we all enjoy that to as great a degree as is possible in any form of society wherein it is necessarv that we subordinate a great deal of freedom of action so that peace and good order mav exist in the community. The real significance of the question is: 'Are you sufficiently master of yourself to rise above passion and prejudice and to make decisions for yourself in matters moral and spiritual?' It is only after receiving an affirmative reply to this question that the second question is asked: 'In whom do you put your trust?' A statement from a man that he puts his trust in God is not worth having except upon the assumption that he has thought out the matter for himself.

       The Ceremony then proceeds and reaches its climax when the candidate is placed in the north-east; what follows after that is explanatory. The climax can

      

       be summed up in the words: 'On all foundation laid this evening may you raise a superstructure perfect in all its parts and honourable to the builder.'

       It is obvious that it is the individual who is to build the temple and  the place where he will build it is within himself: the foundation upon which it is to be built is belief in God and the structure itself is the practice of every moral and social virtue.

       How then does Royal Arch Freemasonry fit in with this interpretation of Freemasonry? Before attempting to answer this question, I would point out that although our Ritual in some places speaks of building the second temple, the theme is really the re-building of the temple on a more permanent basis; it is for that purpose that the sojourners offer their assistance.

       The historical events which are used as allegories in our Royal Arch Ceremony have to do with the rebuilding of the temple as the central point of Jewish worship essential for the re-establishment of the Kingdom, but this time the work is not presided over by three Grand Masters but by the Priest, the Prophet and the King, and the promise made through the Prophet is that God will establish there His name for ever and give peace to the whole earth.

       To the Freemason it is unthinkable that God is concerned about some particular spot on the earth's surface; indeed the V. of the S.L. says that God does not dwell in temples made with hands; undoubtedly the temples where God is pleased to dwell are human hearts or souls; that is the implication; but to build such a temple morality is not sufficiently durable, morality can be overthrown by the overwhelming powers of the material world; but the temple built upon a spiritual concept can withstand these forces.

       So it is that our Royal Arch Ceremony represents to each of us the rebuilding of our temple. It is essential in the first place to have a moral foundation, for without a moral life we cannot expect a man to go in search of a spiritual life. This search after the spiritual life represented by the Priest is true wisdom; the point is emphasized by the passage of scripture read during the Ceremony. The second development represented by the Prophet is inspiration from above; this also is given significance by the reading of scripture: 'The Lord his God be with him.' But what of the King? I am convinced that the implication of this office is the man who is able to rule himself. We have already noted that the first question asked of any man when he presents himself for initiation into Freemasonry is: 'Are you free?' and that the great lesson of the Initiation Ceremony is that each of us is called upon to build a temple within himself. It is worthwhile mentioning what is said in another Order of Freemasonry:  'All great philosophers are agreed that to know oneself and to use that knowledge with self control and self respect is essential to a good and powerful life.' Kingship symbolizes ruling not others but ourselves. In this respect, the purpose of Freemasonry, and particularly Royal Arch Freemasonry, is to reform the world. The mistake made so often by world reformers is that they desire to reform the other fellow; we tackle the problem in the right way by endeavouring to reform ourselves; indeed it can truly be said that if men really practise the principles of Freemasonry the world will be a very much pleasanter place for all.

       I know that Royal Arch Freemasonry covers many aspects of life other than that which I have endeavoured to present to you this evening, but I am convinced that this idea of building within ourselves is fundamental, and to really rule or control oneself is man's greatest achievement. It is obvious that it is so regarded by Royal Arch Freemasonry as when the First Principal is invested on the night of Installation he is told that he must subdue all passions and prejudices and cultivate charity to all mankind. It would be senseless to give a man such a direction except in the belief that man is capable of exercising such control.

       One other point is worth mentioning. Royal Arch Freemasonry, like Craft Freemasonry, has to do with living in this world, not in preparation for life after death; the latter may be the business of religion, but the spiritual life to which Freemasonry alludes is to be lived on earth."

      

       Texas (1956)

       (•rati (I Oxi tor  Dfldnry.

       "A    1 HKII   FOLD CORD IS NOT  EASILY  BROKEN

       Mam bonds of main kinds bind ns in many ways in life. Some of these bonds arc hard and cruel, and these we have to break as best we ran. There are Others thai arc kind and bcncficicnt. and these we should not shun, but gladly welcome. Such is the three-fold cord which binds us to our God and His service in the welfare of our fellow man.

       Reference is made to this three-fold cord in our Past Master's and Most Excellent Master's degree, at which time we pass on to our candidates a proverb which seems to have been a very popular adage in ancient Hebrew times. It is to be regretted that our degree work does not afford us the time not opportunity to impart some of the significance of this important expression.

       The number three seems to be mentioned in Biblical and Masonic lectures and literature more than any other number. There is an old Latin proverb which states that God delights in an odd number, and Shakespeare writes in one of his plays. 'The) sa\ there is a divinity in odd numbers.' Whether that be true or not, we do know that on Mount Moriah, where the three great offerings were made, which consecrate the floor of the Lodge, three temples were successively constructed, each being furnished by the union of as many principles and powers. The first by Solomon and the two Hirams; the second was erected under the superintendance of Joshua, Zerubbabel and Haggai, who filled the three great offices of Priest, King, and Prophet, third by Herod, Hillel, and Shammai, who officiated as the three principal officers of the Lodge. The length of Solomon's Temple was three times its breadth; it contained three courts, and the body of the Temple consisted of three parts — the portico, the sanctuary, and the most holy place. There were three curtains, each of three colors; three orders of priests, and three keepers of the door. The golden candlestick had three branches, on each side; and there were three stones in each row of the High Priest's breastplate.

       Moses appointed, by divine authority, three cities of refuge, forbade the people to use the fruit of their newly-planted trees until they were three years old. and made three witnesses necessary to establish a fact by which the life or property of any individual was brought into question. Samson thrice deceived Delilah. Hannah, the mother of Samuel, offered a sacrifice of three bullocks when she dedicated her son to the service of the Tabernacle. Samuel gave  a sign to Saul consisting of a combination of triads. David bowed thrice before Jonathan; he had three mighty men of valor; and placed the Ark of the Covenant in the house of Obededom for three months. When he had numbered the people he was offered three alternatives, viz: Three years' famine, three months at the mercy of this foes, or three days' pestilence. Solomon offered sacrifices three times a year. The tribes were marshalled in subdivisions of three, each being designated by a banner containing one of the cherubic forms of the Deity. The Temple, in like manner, had three divisions and three symbolical references — historical, mystical, and moral. The golden candlestick had twice three branches, each containing three bowls, knips. and flowers. In the sanctuary were three sacred utensils — the candlestick, the table of shewbread, and the altar of incense; and three hallowed articles were deposited in the Ark of the Covenant, viz: The tables of the law, the rod of Aaron, and the pot of manna. There were three orders of Priests and Levites, and the High Priest was distinguished by a triple crown.

    

  
    
       Now in Masonry we have three preliminary degrees, three qualifications of a candidate, and his assent is required to three judicious requests; there are three traditional points, and three perfect points of entrance. The signs are commonl) three fold; the steps, the principal and inferior officers, the moral duties, the theological virtues, the divine  qualities  inculcated in the points — all partake of  the same character. The  pillars  that support   the  Lodge,  equally   with   the

      

       chief officers, are three in number and placed triangularly. We have three greater and three lesser lights; three working tools for our Fellowcraft; three qualifications for the servitude of an apprentice, symbolized by chalk, charcoal, and clay; a ladder with three principal steps; three ornaments; three articles of furniture; three movable and three immovable jewels. The reports are threefold, as are also the three principal orders of architecture. There are three grand offerings commemorated in the system of Freemasonry; three things which made the Lodge regular; the Entered Apprentice's requirements are threefold; three places where the materials for the Temple were prepared; and three sources whence a knowledge of operative Masonry is derived; three Grand Masters; three officiating Fellowcrafts; three decorations to the pillars at the porch of the Temple, emblematical of peace, unity, and plenty; three ornaments of a Master's Lodge; three different ways of opening a Lodge; three ways of preparing a Brother; three obligations; three signs; three words; three tokens; and three ways to advance. We have also three primitive Lodges, three temples, three principals, three overseers, as many sojourners, three working tools; a triple triangle and a delta sign; three greater and three lesser lights belonging to the Royal Arch.

       Now I should like to voice one question for your consideration. Is this frequent use of the number three in Masonry just coincidence? It is my belief that this is not a coincidence. It is my firm belief that because man is a threefold creature, possessing body, mind and spirit, he has a three-fold need. He finds in Jehovah a God who has the three-fold attributes of omnipotence, omnipresence and omniscience and to Him the Royal Arch Mason erects his altar.

       We sometimes believe that there are many essential elements in life, but actually man only needs three things. His body needs physical food within to support his physical life; his soul needs the abiding presence and communion of his God to support him and his mind needs lofty aims and ambitions above him to guide him on. Hence, man needs something within him, beside him and above him.

       In the Holy Place of the Temple there were but three pieces of furniture, and they forcibly teach the truth of this three-fold need. There was  the Table of Shewbread, symbolic of man's physical need for bread. There was the Altar of Incense, symbolic of man's need for prayer and some one to stand beside him. Then, there was the golden candlestick, symbolic of man's need for guidance from above.

       Within the Holy of Holies or the Most Holy Place, there was the Ark of the Covenant, which contained three items. These three items also emphasize man's three-fold need. The pot of Manna represented man's physical need; Aaron's rod represented the truth that man has a power beside him; and the Book of the Law represents that man needs divine standards above to guide and inspire him.

       After being reminded that a three-fold  cord is not easily broken, this lesson is then more forcibly impressed upon the candidates as they are united together by threes and thus are exalted to the very pinnacle or summit of Masonry — the Holy Royal Arch. Three times these three pass over the rough and rugged way. Three times these three stoop low and pass through difficult archways. Three times these three kneel together and offer the penitential  and supplicating prayers of David. These three are invested with three signs by means of which they gain admission into the Grand Council, consisting of three, who equip them with three working tools, by means of which they discover three important objects, and ultimatelv they bow their heads before a triangle of three equal sides containing the omnific and ineffable name of Him who had heard their prayers. A three-fold cord is not easily broken!

       No man can be made a Mason who does not possess a three-fold characteristic. He must be a man of high moral quality, hence, having something within him. He must be a man of prayer, thus recognizing the need of something beside him. In the introductory degrees he is required to declare in whom he places his trust, and also to pray for himself. Then, he must be inspired by the great moral and philosophical principles of our Order and appropriate these teachings into the building /of his own character. Thus, he must recognize the need of

      

       Something above him. A man who docs not possess these three-fold qualifications can never be made a Mason, hut  with  these three qualifications a man can hii ome a Mason indeed.

       Of these three  characteristics,  prayer is the most fundamental, because if a man will pray, he will acquire a good moral character and he will discover the light above to guide him. In prayer we have communion and fellowship with God; and when we associate with some one, we will acquire some of that person's characteristics.  The poet Tennyson wrote, 'I am a part of all that I have met.' So it is with us. 11 we meet with God in prayer, we will become like Him. As there seems to be some erroneous beliefs concerning prayer, I should like to point out a few things that prayer is not.

       Prayer is not the mere posture of the body. A man may kneel till he wears out the stones; like the Mohammedans, he may put himself into every variety of posture, throw himself on the earth, and lie in the dust; like Ahab, he may put on sackcloth and ashes; or. like the monks of modern times, kneel till his knees become horny, and yet never pray at all.

       It is not the mere expression of the mouth. A man may repeat a hundred times in a day that comprehensive and effecting prayer which our Lord has taught us to use; or he may say, 'My soul thirsteth for thee; my flesh longeth after thee', and yet not offer up one prayer unto God.

       It is not the mere invention of the mind. Many have a peculiar gift of prayer in this respect, and can pour out fluently, perspicuously, and at length, a multitude of words; but both the mind and the tongue may be thus employed, while the heart neither feels the sentiments expressed, nor longs for the blessings implored.

       Nor is the mere act of joining in family, social, or public worship, acceptable prayer. Uniting with others in the most earnest petitions, while your own heart is unmoved, will avail you nothing.

       All  these thines may be as  the mere husk and shell without  the kernel; the body without the spirit. God expects the desire of the heart. Your devotions should be a sacred bond knitting the soul unto God, a holy converse with him. Prayer is the soul's sincere desire Unuttered or expressed; The motion of a hidden fire That trembles in the breast.

       What is Masonry? It is not just another club or organization. We do not become Masons by joining up, merely passing through forms and ceremonies. Masonry is a way of life, a philosophy, a gigantic building. The word 'maison', in a modern language, means a house. But, as speculative Masons, we are admonished to build in and of ourselves houses, temples to the Lord, fit for the indwelling of the Almighty Holy Father. Again: we are called Sons of Light. Now Light, in Freemasonry, is ever taken as the synonym of Truth. And in the First Great Light we find a remarkable passage, promising, on certain conditions, that 'ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.' And, could we, my Companions, guided by His wisdom, so build ourselves up in the Truth, and attain to that freedom, we would be free indeed — free from the shackles of Ignorance, free from the domination of Error, free from the fetters of Vice, free from Sin; and glorious then would be our privilege to be called Freemason. A three-fold cord is not easily broken."
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