
Title: Image of Niagara Falls  n.d. 

Creator:  

Dates of 

Material: 

n.d. Record Group 

Number: 

RG 359 

Summary of 

Contents: 

1 7 ¾ x 5” sepia photograph of Niagara Falls, featuring (left to right) Prospect 

Point, the American Falls and the Horseshoe Falls. 

 

 

Physical 

Description / 

Condition: 

Photograph is in good condition. It is mounted on an 11 x 7” cardboard 

backing which is slightly discoloured from age. Photograph was removed 

from a frame. 

Administrative/ 

Biographical 

Sketch  

 In 1818 Parkhurst Whitney built stairs leading to the river’s edge at Prospect 

Point. In 1825 Porter Brother replaced that staircase with a spiral one. In 1844 

Whitney started a water powered incline railway there although the staircase 

was also used until 1890. In 1906 the water wheel was replaced by an electric 

power plant. There were lower buildings which included Shadow of the Rock  

which was a concession stand and also rented raincoats to the tourists. This 

was destroyed by fire and ice in 1892 and replaced by a chalet-style building 

in 1894-95. On July 6
th
, 1907 a cable on the incline railway broke. One person 

was killed and several sustained injuries. An elevator was constructed and it 

opened in January of 1910. It was condemned in 1954 when water entered the 

shaft, this was at the time of the collapse of Prospect Point which occurred at 

4:50 pm. on July 28, 1954. This photograph was taken prior to 1954. Today 

the New York State Observation Tower stands at Prospect Point and The 

Maid of the Mist boat ride is available from the base of the tower. 

                                          
                                                                                                                  with information from: Niagara Falls  

                                                                                                                  Canada: a History by the Kiwanis Club of  

                                                                                                                  Stamford, Ontario 
Location: Brock University Archives 
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651  Niagara Falls (N.Y. and Ont.)|xPictorial works 

651                  Niagara River (N.Y. and Ont.) 

 

 

Related 

material held 

at other 

repositories:  

 

Described by: Anne Adams Date: October 12, 2011 

 


