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Summary of 

Contents: 

A letter addressed to Colonel Proctor, Commanding Officer of the 41st 

Regiment at Fort George, Niagara from David Todd, Morris Town County of 

St. Lawrence on 9 Feb., 1812. Todd asked Colonel Proctor to forward a letter 

to his nephew. 
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Henry Proctor (1763-1822) was a military officer who commanded the 41
st
 

Regiment at Fort George, Niagara.  His leadership abilities were recognized 

by his superiors, including Sir Isaac Brock, who believed the excellent 

condition of the 41
st
 Regiment was due to Proctor’s “indefatigable industry”.   

Brock sent Proctor to take command at Amherstburg, Upper Canada in the 

summer of 1812.  Proctor succeeded in isolating the Detroit garrison, which 

contributed to Brock’s success in forcing the surrender of the garrison on 

August 16, 1812.   After Brock’s departure, Proctor continued as the 

commander at Amherstburg and succeeded in thwarting an attack by the 

Americans.  He was subsequently appointed Brigadier General, and shortly 

afterwards became Major General.   

 

In 1813, Proctor launched two unsuccessful attacks on Fort Meigs, Ohio, due 

in large part to a lack of troops and supplies. This continued shortage of troops 

and supplies put the British at a significant disadvantage, and ultimately 

resulted in their retreat up the Thames valley.  Shortly after the withdrawal 

commenced, the Americans attacked at present-day Thamesville.  The battle 

of Moraviantown ensued, where Tecumseh was killed and the British troops 



disbanded.  Proctor continued the retreat to Ancaster with other survivors.  In 

December of 1814 he was court martialed for his actions and found guilty on 

several charges. Although his sentence was reduced to a reprimand, his career 

was ruined.  In 1815 he returned to England and spent the remainder of his life 

there. 
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