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I go out

j4nd the children of Ifrael inquired of the Lordy faying^ Shall
to battle againjl the children of Benjaminf my brother V*

IT

was the charafter of one of the befl men of New-England,
he never would aft, without being firft fatisfied, that if he did,
If that was a good rule for all times, it muft
it would be right."*
quefbe indifpenfable in fuch a cafe as the facred text brings up.
furely every good man will
tion of war is a fubjedl awfully folemn
And every conchoofe to know what is right here^ before he afts.
fiderate people, where the true God is known, will religioufly afk
fee, in
counfel of Him, before they engage in this dreadful work
this chapter, all the children of Ifrael going up to the houfe of God,
to inquire folemnly of Him, when fuch a queftion was before them.
And had they, in the <irft place, done this in due manner, it is highly
probable they would have efcaped thofe great calamities they were
made to feel ; and perhaps, might have had no war at all.
The objeft of this difcourfe is, to explain that inquiring of the Lord,
which becomes a people's duty, when a queftion of war is before them,
and to offer fome real'ons which show the importance of fuch inquiry.
Under the firft head, three things will deferve confideration : the
objeft of fuch inquiry ; the way in which it is to be made, and the
proper fpirit and manner of it.
The great objeft of inquiry is, or fliould be, whether war, in fuch
If it is not, no considerations
cafe, be right in the fight of God.
On the other hand, if it is, then it befhould ever perfuade us to it.
comes an incumbent duty, and, as such, must be taken up. For the
divine law, in this cafe, does not leave us to our difcretion. Thejlandi
ing precept is, Thou Ihalt not kill ; and the only cafes in which we may,
Accordare thofe in which we mti/l ; that is, cafes of clear neceffity.
ingly, the queftion here fubmitted is, Shall I go out to battle ? and the
anfwer is decisive ; " Go." As elfewhere it is equally peremptory in the
negative ; " Thus faith the Lord, ye fhall not go up, nor fight againft
your brethren, the children of Ifrael. "f
But the general queftion, " Would it be right in the fight of God ?"
that

<'
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!

piuft include

more

particulars than one.

Whether going

3ce the obituary notice of the venerable Dr. Sewall.

f

i

Kings,

to

xji.

war
Z4.

we

t?ould be doing juftly to thofe

are to nOar agatnft,

is

one point.

If

would not be right in the fight of God,
For inftance, it would be flagrantly unbut a crime of high degree.
It would be unjuft to go to
juft. to make war without provocation.
war uponjlight provocation. Becaufe, by the fuppofition, the puuiftimcnt you aim to infli6l, is far greater than the crime. And if great
wrong has been done to us, yet, if fome aggrefiion on our part has
provoked it, it might ftill be unjuft to go to war for it.
But there is another point of inquiry ; viz. Whether going to war
would be doing juftice to our/elves and to our children ?
If it would not, fuppofe it were not unjuft to the adverfe party, it
For inftance, if, in all probacould not be right in the fight of God.
bility, it would plunge us into much greater evils than thofe which it
if, in^
aims to repel or than would have been fuffered without war
ftead of redreffing our grievances, it would greatly increafe them ; in
fhort, if no equivalent were likely to be found for all we fhould fuffer,
nor any valuable purpofe anfwered ; in fuch cafe, engaging in war
would be more than impolitick ; it would be immoral. It would be a
flagrant violation of a facred truft; viz. the guardianjhip of our children
and pofterity committed to us by Heaven, and for which we are foU
emnly refponfible ; nay, it would be a kind oi fuicide ; and if the law
againft murder forbids individuals to deftroy themfelves, it certainly
it

would

not, then certainly

it

;

;

regards as a high crime for a nation to facrifice thoufands of its peo^
pie, without necefiity clear as the day.
Every thing, therefore, of
this nature, as well as every thing belonging to the queftion of juftice
to our neighbour, muft be a fubje6l of folemn inquiry.

We come

to confider in

what way

this inquiry

now

muft be made.

No

by audible
voice, by prophetick dreams, vifions, or the like ; no refponfes by
Urim and Thummim ; no priefts, nor prophets, by whofe fimple declarations our duty is to be determined.
No but we have a Divine
Rule, which marks for us a clear line of conduit in all great concerns, and every part of it approves itfelf to confcience.
For inftance,
we have the golden rule our divine Matter gave us, " Whatfoever ye
would that men fhould do to you, do ye even fo them."* According
to this, we muft maintain no points againft others, which we could not
think it would be right for others to maintain againft us
and be fure
to confider nothing as caufe of war, which we muft not confefs would
be fuch, if done by ourfelves.
Again we have a command, which fays, " Follow peace with all
men, and holinefs :" that is, as an excellent good man and wife man
ufed to comment upon it, purfue peace, though it feem to flee from
you ; and let nothing ftop your purfuit, but what is contrary to holi-

Immediate anfwers from heaven are

to be expelled

;

;

nefs.

If the

firft

efforts

prove ineffeftual, follow on with redoubled

exertions, while any

hope remains.
commanded, " If

Again, we are
you,

live

peaceably with
*

Matt,

all

men."f

viij i^.

it

be

poffible, as

For

this,

it

f Rom.

xii.

much as lieth in
we muft en-

feems,

|8.

terprife

with

all

our faculties and with

all

our might

objeft can be honeftly and honourably obtained, then

it

;

and

if

the

mujl be.

*' Be not overcome of
Coincident with this, is another command
are overcome when our
but overcome evil with good."*
palTions get the dominion, fo that fighting pleafes us better than honourable peace : And certainly, when we are fo pallionate that we
will fight unnecefTarily, under every difadvantage^ and without hope.
This ftiould never be, if the greateft evil has been done to us ; and
much lefs, if none but what we ourfelves have provoked. Inilead of this, full trial fhould be made, in every cafe, of that magnanimity, that moderation and liberality , which rarely fail to difarm a generous
If upon all
adverfary, as much as conquering him by the fword.
trial, it fhould not have that effect, then it may be hoped, that gracious Heaven will fhow what muft be done in another way.
In fine ; " Blefled are the peace makers," fays our Divine Lord,
" for they fhall be called the children of God." And who can thofe
peace makers be, but fuch as follow the God of peace ; and his Son,
the great Mediator between heaven and earth ; and can therefore
condefcend, if they are the only party injured, to feek reconciliation,
and go very great lengths for it, before they will give it over.
Such is the genius of the difpenfation we are under, and to which
our own beil hopes are all to be afcribed. And if fentiments like
thefe ought to prevail in our individual concerns, who would not fuppofe that nations bearing the chrillian name, fhould likewife have refpe6t to them in their national tranfa£lions ; and are without excufe
if they will rufh to war as haftily, and as pafTionately, upon flight
provocation, as uninformed barbarians have been wont to do ; or upon
great provocation without firlt making trial of all thofe honourable
condefcenfion which the gofpel precepts enjoin, and its great exam:
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evil,

ples

recommend

The way
war

is

?f
therefore to inquire the

before us,

mind of God, when a queftion of
Bible and efpecially the genius of

to lludy the

is

;

Gospel

of Peace. Then, apply its facred maxims and fentiments to our own cafe, viewed in all its circumflances and connexions.
Let this be done wiih. folemnity, as in the prefence of that Being, to
whom nations, and each individual muft give account. This is the
way to know whether going to war be our indifpenfable duty. I fay,
ind'ifpenfahle duty, for the reafon given above, that the only cafe in
which w'^r \^ permitted, is, where neceflity is laid upon us, and we muji
go to war. I fay indifpenfable duty, for another reafon. This is
one of thofe cafes, where in order to atl with a clear coufcience, we
muft be freed from all reafonable doubt.
If in a capital trial, where
any doubts remain, no verdi<^ fhall be given that fhall take away Hfe ;

the

*

f

Rom.
"

O

xli.

a I.

lliame to

man

Men

!

only difagree,

Of creatures rational, thoiu'Ii under Kopc
Of heav'nly ^rrace, and God proclaiming peace
Yet live in hatred, levy cruel wars,
Wafting tlic earth." '

;

Milton.

certainly there ftiould be no decifion at a venture, or without clear ne*

of thoufands.
But, inquiring of the Lord fuppofes, offering up prayers to Him,
as well ad ftudying his word.
If, "jn every thing," prayer be a
bounden duty,* it certainly is in fo great a concern as this. Plain

«effity, for deftroying the Hves

as the rules are,

through

frailty,

we know,
from

or fhould

know, how

prepoffeffion, or the

liable

we

want of a right

in his great goodnefs has therefore pointed out this

are to err,

fpirit.

way of

God

addrefllng

Him, that we may underftand our duty as it Hes before
and be preferved from whatever would miflead us, either as to the
rule itfelf, or its appHcation to the prefent cafe. We muft watch, as

ourfelves to
us,

well as pray, if we would inquire in the appointed order, f
That is,
be always on our guard agaiuft the various caufes, and occafions of deception.

And

thus

we come
Here

to

confider, the proper fpirit

and manner of

take up fuch hints as IfraePs
error in the firft inftance, and dear bought experience in the courfe
of things, clearly point out to us.
1.
(hould aflc counfel in an unbiaffed and unreferved manner.
(hould come to it, with a mind as open as poflible to convi£lion,
and ready to fubmit ourfelves to Heaven's direction, in all points. It
was the error of Ifrael, that, before they came to afk counfel of the
Lord, they had made up their minds. Very unhappily, the firft notice of the affair which had happened, was given in a manner, juft fitted to inflame their paflions to the utmoft : and '}t had the effeft,
In that inflamed ftate of mind, luithout a particular and folemn inquiry, either into the ftate of fa6:s, or into the mind of God, they
determined at once what to do.
They would not even go to their
this inquiry.

I

(hall chiefly

We

We

; but they would go off" direct, and arIn that threatening attitude they made
their demands ; as though it were not even intended that their brethren ftiould comply.*
And when they came afterward to the houfe
of the Lord to aflc counfel, it is remarkable that they did not fubmit
the main que/Hon^ whether they Ojould go up to battle ; that they had

tents, nor turn to their houfes

range themfelves for war.

determined themfelves.
The only queftion they left to their Maker,
was, nvho ftiall go upjirjl ? To come to inquire of the Lord with a
raind fo predetermined, was a great impropriety. It was more ; it was
And they were punifhed for it, untij they learned to
a great fin.
come in a better manner. After a dreadful overthrow, then they
fubmitted the whole fubjeft.
2. When we come with a queftion of war, it ftiould be with great
tendernefs of mind, both in deference to the adverfe party, and to the
lives and interefts of our own people.
Here likewife, Ifrael, hurried on by their paflions, appear to have
They feem not to have calculated upon any
been ftrangely deficient.
diftrcfs to be felt on their own part ; and as to their brethren, againft
whom they were armins^, they appear quite regardlefs how much they
might fuffer. But after a mortifying defeat j after lofing twenty two
*5ee PhiL

iv. $.

f Matt. xxvl. 41.

|]

See

v.

9 to 13.

thoufand men

in

the very

firft

battle,

in a difpute,

which a

little

mo-

deration, perhaps, might haye fettled without any bloodftied, they
began to weep for themfelves and their country ; to think what a

dreadful calamity war was

;

and whether they had not rufhed too pre-

cipitately into fuch an unnatural conteft as this, with a people of their
own blood, their own languag^e and manners, and their own religion.

And nnw

it is

inftrudive to fee

how

their

ilile is

altered.

At

firft it

was, " Which of us fhall go up Jirjl to battle againft the children of
Benjamin ?"* as though they were no more related to them than any
other people. But now it is, " Shall I go again to battle agaiuft the
children of Benjamin, my brother ?"f
If the war were ever fo neceffary, it was but proper they fliould
How diftreffing then fhould be the thought, to
feel in that manner.
plunge into it without necefiity ?
trembhng fenfe of dependence on the favour of Heaven,
3.
fliould never forfake us ; and certainly not when a queftion of war
Whether in fuch an undertaking the Lord of Hofts
is before us.
would be with us, or whether he would only frown upon it, are intereftiiig queftions. And it is madnefs to put them out of fight ; whether we jre plainly feeble and unprepared, or whether our profpeds, init was Ifrael's great error to be
a human view, are highly flattering,
fo confident of vidory, becaufe they could bring fuch an army into
There was probably fo much the lefs of looking up for
the field.
Divine aid, and fo much the lefs of trembling for thofe fins which
And fee how diftreffexpofed them to humiliating difappointment.
ingly their felf-confidence was puniftied.
In the two firft adions,
though in comparifon with their enemy they were nearly in the proportion of fifteen to one, their fuperior numbers did little more than
to fwell the number of their (lain ; and before they began to have any
fuccefs, they had loft forty thoufand men.
So dangerous is it, as
well as improper, to truft in an arm of flefh, and forget our dependence on the Sovereign Power
4. Inquiring of the Lord on the fubjed of war, fliould be with
fincere mourning for thofe fins, by which the blefiings of peace have
been forfeited, and throwing ourfelves upon mercy in the appointed

A

!

way. When Ifrael came firft to inquire about war, nothing appeared of mourning for their fins, or imploring mercy, on that account.
And war feems to be fent upon them for a punifliment of fuch impenitence, and for their great declenfions ; efpecially the idolatry
which was now tolerated in the land, though according to their law,
it fliould have have been a firft objcd of reform.
At their fecond
inquiry, there feems to be a mourning of foijie fort ; but without thofe
accompaniments, which were required in fuch cafe.
Therefore they
ftill
met with fore rebuke.
But the third time there was deep
mourning, and fafting, and the offering of burnt facrifices, and peaceofferi.igs ; ar.d fc they inquired of the Lord, through the mediation
of the High Prieft.
And now the God of Ifrael had refpedl to his

.

8
-own appointments, and an anfwer of peace was given to them.
Shall
*ive be found waiting on the Lord in like manner, with deep
humiliation ; with affeftionate fupplication for pardon and peace, and a
due
reference to tlie Great High Prieft and his atoning facrifice ?
now come to the fecond general head ; the importance of fuch
inquiring of the Lord in every fuch cafe.
It is a plain duty, " In all thy ways acknowledge him."*
Certainly then, in all fuch great concerns.
It is an honour due to the
Sovereign of the world.
If the eyes of fervants fhould look to the
hand of their matter, and the eyes of a maiden to the hand of her
miftrefsjf much more fhould every eye to His direfting hand, to
whom above all, it is our bufmefs to approve ourfelves.
In this cafe nothing can be right which the Mailer does not approve.
The great queilion, therefore, ought to be " What is right
This queftion all good men will choofe to bring
in the fight of God ?'*
And a proper tef of integrity, or of aiming to do right
to Him.
in all things, is a defire to know the mind of God, that we may do
it ; a continual aflcing counfel of him, and an unreferved fubmitting
of all our conduct to His direftion : that is, to the direftion of his

We

word and

To

fpirit.

inquire of the

How

Lord

is

as plainly a

great privilege, as a great

words of the Prophet, "

O

Lord, I
not in himfelf.
It is not in man that
In this view he prays to be correfted,
walketh to direft his ileps."*
And who does not want this mercy ?
that is, to be fet right.
How wretched, if
fhould be miferable, if we might not aflc it.
On the other fide, the
in great concerns, we had no fuch liberty
encouragement to feek heavenly direftion is ineftimable. " If any of
you lack wifdom, let him afli of God, who giveth to all men liberally
How ample,
and upbraideth not, and it fhall be given him."f
And if it reaches all men, it extends to
and how gracious is this
Pious rulers and heads of nations had, indeed, in all precednations.
ing ages, believed in fimilar promifes, and found it not in vain to call
their people together, to aflc heavenly dire6lion, upon great occafions.
Witnefs Mofes, Jofhua, Samuel, David, Afa, Jehofhaphat, Hezekiah,
The inference is obvious, that
Jofiah, Ezra, Nehemiah, and others.
duty.

know

forcible are thofe

that the

way of man

is

We

!

!

fwe are the

we do

not, both individually and colhigh privilege. And we are the more
Who indeed can hope to profper, that do

more inexcufable,

if

le6lively, avail ourfelves of this

expofed, if

not

aflc

it

be negledled.

divine direction, and give therafelves

up to

it ?

It fhould be obferved, that drawing near to God, and religioufly
referring ourfelves to his direftion, are among the befl mea.as to make
y\%fe&l

what

paflfion.

O

is

if

right,

and

we could

from the influence of every blinding
the imprelTions of his divine
holy and good word, how would it puri-

free us

feel continually

purity, his impartial eye, his

And how much better fhould we judge, than by
fy our fentiments.
The befl:
confulting our own feelings, and the fpirit of the world
!

^

Vra^x.

iii.

4-

t Pf' cxxiii.

^ Jer. x. 23.

f

Jam

i.

5.

jnen, from age to age, have found the benefit of often retiriDg to this

fan^luary, and thoufands bcfide have found a llrong check upon
was wrong in their fpirits or inchnations.

what

On the whole, the different fuccefs Ifrael met with, hefore their inquiring of the Lord in due manner, and afler it, is inlleadof a thoufand arguments to confirm its importance. On the one fide, we fee a
blelliiig

;

on the other

fide, diftionour

follow their

own

and difappointment.

In every

neglected, both princes and people will
headlong pafiions ; they will plunge into war whert

cafe where this great duty

is

no neceflity ; and they will bend and fubmit, where they
ought to have flood firm. Or, if they fqmetimes happen to do right,
it will not be in obedience to the Divine plcafure, but to their own ;
and who, in that cafe, is to blefs and reward them ? in fhort, it would
be improper to expe£l to fee wifdom, or confiftency, true honour or a
bleffing, where they are not even afl<ed for.
Our fubjeft, on a review, leads us to inquire ferioufly, What have
been our habits, with refpcft to adding counfel of God in all great
concernments : and, in particular, whether we have been duly awake
to this great duty, fince the queftion of war has been moved in thefe
United States. To fuppofe that any pcrfons have been fufficiently
awake to this duty, and to the whole way and manner of it, is to fup»
Yet numbers, we ought to believe, have felt this
pofe a great deal.
as a great concern, aftcd upon it as fuch, and carried it with them
among tlicir fivfl wiflies, that the Sovereign of the world, notwithftanding our ill-defervings, would vouchfafe to manifeft his plcafure,
both to the government and the people of tliis nation ; and that his
pleafure thus manifefted, might be religioufly refpcfled.
Others, I
am afraid, in various parts of the land, have been too mnch abforbed
in contemplations merely political, and too indifferent to the main queftion. What is the will of God upon this awful occafion, and what
meafures will beft accord with his holy dire6lions ? How many have
made up their minds, without religioufly and difpaflionately confulting
the Noiy Oracle, it is not my province to determine.
One thing is
certain, that the alarm which went forth in the firft inftance, was too
much adapted, like that in Ifrael's cafe, to awake our paffions, and induce a committing of ourfelves, before we were fufficiently informed.
Another thing is certain, that this nation, called by the name of
chriflian, has not yet been led, according to former ufage on great occafions, to petition the Supreme Power, that an honourable tranquillity may be continued to thefe flates, orto fubmit to Him the queftion,
Whether we nwjl go out to battle againft our brother ? And I believe
it may be faid, without enthufiafm, that we have been left fo much
the more to our own wifdom, and our own counfels.
I am afraid, indeed, that the name of brother, has been very much dropped, as in the
cafe of Ifrael againft Benjamin, and all thole tender arguments thrown
out of fight, which would make it feem dreadful to ilain our hands
with Engiifli blood.
If this be the cafe any where, or in any meafure, let me pray my countrymen to corre^: themfelves in tliis, before
they go a flep further, and certainly before thev ultimately decide
there

is

10
the great qiieftion before them, and candidly to confider, whether
fuch a bias muft not have proceeded from fometbing wrong at bottom, and fometbing which Heaven may think proper to cure by fore
calamity, as in that cafe, unlefs it be feafonably put away.
While paflion reigns, we are not prepared even to confult the oracle in due manner, or to a6t our parts rightly in the courfe of things,
if it Ihould appear that we ought to take up arms.
How unprepared
then, with fuch paflions, to take up our duty, if the voice of Heaven
fhould command us to go and make peace ?
May the grace of Heaven prepare us to come with unbiafled
minds, and fubmit the whole queftion of war ; whether it would be
right in the fight of God ; whether it would agree with the golden
rule of Chrift, and with all the facred maxims and precepts of the
gofpel ; whether, in (hort, in the view of Infinite Re6;itude, it would
agree both withjuftice to our neighbour, and juftice to ourfelves and
cur children ; whether it be fo neceffary that we cannot keep a good
confcience without it.
But in order to underftand our duty, it is not only neceffary to
ftudy the facred oracles with great care, and prayerful application ;
but to confider with as much accuracy as poflible, the ftate of fafts,
and impartially compare them with the facred rule^ that we may fee

how it

applies.

Suppofe then, we fhould noiv fpend a few moments, in reviewing
and pondering in its principal circumftances, the cafe which we have
to bring and fubmit. to the arbiter of nations.*
It is known to all, that the immediate occafion of the alarm throughout thefe ftates, was an attack on the 22d of June laft, by a Britifh
frigate on a pubHck armed fhip of the United States, (by which
feveral of our people were killed, and a number more wounded,) and
a taking away by force from our fhip, feveral of the men on board.
All this was proclaimed and publifhed throughout the Union ; and
produced (as every one would fuppofe) a ftrong fenfation ; ftronger
indeed, than would have been felt, had the whole cafe been flated.
You were told of the attack, but not of the irritations which preceded,
or the queftion that brought it on.
Indeed it was announced as an
** enormity committed without provocation."
And I am very forry
that it was fo announced
You are told of the affailants taking away the men ; but not that
they took them as of right under their command ; not that they took
them as fo many deferters from the Britifh fervice, and known on all
hands, to be such ; not that they took them in this way, becaufe their
applications in a civil way, though often repeated, had been as often
!

refufed.
It

was announced as a

ter of this aftion, that

the
*

The

men
k has

demanded

to mark the characbeen previoufly afcertained, that

finifhing circumftance

"

it

had

were native Americans ;"

when

the

fa6l

not been thought neceflary to load this publication with documents.
have been again and again before the publick, aad ftand

facts here flated

iincontradi(5ted.
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that nothing was afcertained by regulaf inquiry, till fometime after ; when the fa6l is, that the men demanded^ and for*
the recovery of whom the attack was made, were all native Britons ;
and
and of all who were taken off., only a part were native Americans
you fhould have been apprifed that they were men who bad voluntarily
whom, therefore,
enlifted into the Britifh fervice, and had deferted
by our laws, we had no right to retain, when demanded by their officers.
Thefe were the fafts, relative to the proclaimed attack.
And whatever would have been its charafter, if made without provocation, all muft acknowledge that the circumftances which brought it on,
went far to reduce its enormity., if not wholly to change its complexion.
The principle lately fet up in America, of covering all Britifh
fubjeds, who fhould come under our flag, not excepting mutineers and
deferters, together with the fubfequent pra6lice, of inveigling and
enlifling Britifh feamen, had produced a ferious effeft.
It threatened
the annihilation of the Britifh maritime power.
It threatened in particular to defeat the intention for which the Britifh fquadron now in
our feas, was fent out ; and to give their enemy an cfcape. The Britifh were lofing their men every day, and the anfwer of our officers,
and of adminillration itfelf to refpedlful applications for thofe men,
left no hope of redrefs.
Their officers, quite recently have given up to
ours, Britifh men who had deferted our fervice ; and we, who now
denied their refpeftful applications, had lately given up deferters from
the French, though demanded in a coarfe way. All this the officers of
is,

;

;

Britain knew and felt before they made their
men on board our fhip
and meeting with

lafl demand of their
an ultimate refufal,
they did, as our Prebles or Decaturs would have done j took by
force fuch deferters as they found there.
Taking all thefe fafts and circumftances into view, we fhould have
found it difficult to confider this attack as fufficient caufe of war, if
the government of Britain had authorifed it.
In fuch a ftate of things,
as the venerable Bifhop of Afaph in l??!-, faid upon another occafion, "
ought to have expt'ft,_-d the ftrongefl m.arks of refentment,
and to have been prepared to forgive them."
But as the cafe was, this attack was the a6l of individuals, and not
of the government ; therefore, the many inve6lives on this occafion,
;

We

againfl the Britifh nation,

and againft their government, fliould have
Thefe certainly had no tendency to promote juitice, or
to prevent a rupture.
And whether our putting ourfelves, like Ifrael, in fuch a hoftile attitude, and proclaiming hoftihty againft the
whole Britifh navy, before making our demands of reparation, waa
clearly neceffary, or whether any principle of true honour required it,
deferves a ferious thought.
What would have been loft, in point of
dignity or wifdom, had we, without afTuming fuch an air of defiance,
chofen to rely upon it, that the government of Britain, on a fimple
reprefentation of the cafe, would do all that was proper ? If we had
chofen, I fay, to rely upon it, till the contrary fliould appear ?
It is certainly a ftrong proof of the magnanimity of that government, and its fincerc difpofition to maintain peace, that it has, und^^r
been fpared.

;
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circumftances fo forbidding, difapproved the attack on the Chefapeake ; recalled the officer who ordered it ; appointed a fpecial minifter of peace to come over and fettle this fad affair, on ternvs of amity, and, by pubHck proclamation, to all intents given it in orders, that
no fiich act (hall be done hereafter, be the provocation what it may,
without a reprefeutation firll made to the government.
Such bein^ the ftate of things, the Chelapeake difpute feems now
in a train to befinifliedi if we are pjCtFiCK on our part. And the
queftion of war now appears reduced to one fmgle point; (hall we make
war with our brethren, becaufe, by the Proclamation abovementioned,
they claim their own men, becaufe they demand their afliftance when
in extreme want of it, and forbid their withdrawing themfelves without permiffion ? Is this that cafe of clear neceffity, in which we, as
in duty bound, muil fly to arms ? What, to interfere between a government, and its fubjefts, and prefcribe the rules by which both the one
and the otlier (hall be governed
To encourage defertion, at this critical moment, which requires every man in that fervice to be at his
poft
To fill our country with runaways, and our fhipa with foreigners, inftead of our own people
Excellent privilege
Suppofe then we go to war for it, have we a probable hope, that we
ihall obtain and ellablifh it ?
After the deftruAion of all our
No.
commerce, after a molt coftly facrifice of treafure and of blood ; the
moll probable refult is, that we shall fue for peace, and yield the very point for which we contend.
But fuppole, for a moment, that
we obtain it ; what is it worth ? Nothing.
Np, it is a great deal
worfe.
We have filled our country and depraved our government
with the refufe of Europe.
We have difcouraged and depreffed
our own native citizens ; and thrown by degrees, the defence of
all that is dear to us, into their hands that do not naturally feel for it
and who, in cafe of war agaiiift their native connexions, would
defert again ? And are thefe the precious advantages we are going to
!

!

!

!

buy at fuch a price ?
But WOULD SUCH A CONTEST BE RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OK
Heaven ? This is the great quellion, would it agree with the golden
rule, of doing to others, as we could foberly wifh that they fhould do
to us

?

fertcrs

We
from

do not intend that the
us.

We

flag

of any nation

are in the habit of reclaiming

fhall

cover de-

them from who-

ftielter ; our brave officers are honoured for
and doing it iv'uhfpirit, when they cannot effed it otherwife.
And the immortal Nelfon had too great a foul, to confider
this as a crime.
Great Britain has no idea of protecting deferters
from us, but gives them up ; and we give deferters up, to all nations,

ever have given them

doing

this,

except Britain.
If we mean to refufe this, why not declare war
againft the other nations of Europe, whofe laws, in this point, are fubftantially the fame with hers ? And why iliall Great Britain be the
only nation we conteft this point wath ? Is this maintaining our neutral'
l/y, in the honeft and honourable manner in which we fliould maintain
it ? Nay, in what way could we fo effedtually take fides with one of
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the belligerents againft the other, aa
ple, at this awful crilis

Can

it

poffibly

be

by contending

for fuch a princi-

?

juft to our/elves

and to our children, to plunge
it were a lawful one ?

into fuch calamity for fo poor an object, fuppofe

be excufable to encounter fuch calamity in an ungreater injury cannot be done to a nation, than
It
that of involving it in an unjuft war, fuppofe it were fuccefsful.
demorahzes a people to an amazing degree : and that is enflaving them
in the worft fenfe of the word ; unlefs they can have the virtue to aivake
ahd ajfert their facred rights.
qucftion of war is far different from
It is a cafe of confcience, where every man
a mere political queftion.
who is to a<S, fhould know what he is going about. It is againft
our principles to compel men into religion^ in any form which their confciences cannot approve and fhall we compel them into horrid guilt ?
Shall we compel them to filed blood, where they in their confciences
beheve, that their Mailer in Heaven forbids it ? How fhall we ever,
in fuch a caufe, lift up our eyes for Heaven's proteftion ? And what
will become of a caufe which we cannot afk God to profper ?
War has been called an appeal to Heaven. And when we can, with
full confidence, make the appeal, like David, and afli to be profpered
according to our righteoufnefs, and the cleannefs of our hands,* what

Can

poffibly

it

righteous caufe

I

A

A

:

ftrength and animation

it gives us
the illuftrious Wafhington, at an early flage of our revolutionary contefl, committed the caufe in that folemn manner. ** May
that God whom you have invoked, judge between us and you,"f how
!

When

our hearts glowed that we had fuch a caufe to commit
And do we
men, if he were now prefent, would fpeak
with the fame confidence in a caufe o^Jheltering runaways ? Or do we
believe that his virtuous foul would fhrink back from it ?
I have hinted the importance of coming ivith clean hands into the
court of Heaven, if we mean to make our appeal there. And are we
!

believe that that befl of

we are not the aggrefTors in this controverfy ? Are we furc
common courtefy and equity on our part, would not have
prevented it all ? If we are not fure, how muft that thought embitter
every moment of the contefl, even if we were to go on triumphantly
fure that

that only a

!

What

mufl

it

then, if every thing fhould

go

againft Uo

?

And /ince this

was committed, have we certainly done all that was
proper, to prevent a national rupture ? Are we fure that Great Britain has not far outdone us in pacifick difpofitions ?
then have we
complied with the rule we are under, " If it be pofTible, as much as
in you lieth, live peaceably with all men ?"
If without full confidence
adl of individuals

How

we cannot arm ourfelves againil any nation, but
with confcious guilt, fhall we in thefe circumftances go to war with
our own kindred, with a people of our own religion ? Infidelity, I
in all thefe points,

know, may

defpife this argument, but men of chriilian fentiments will
eminently unnatural it is, that two chriilian nations, trained
gofpel fentiments, fet up for hghts to the world, apparent*

feel

how

up

in

•'

Pfa!m

xvlij. 24.

-f

x-e his letter to Gen. Ca^c, in Tidy, 1775.
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by Providence

ly deftlned
earth, and

who,

at this

the

to fpread this divine religion through the
are doing more for that purpofe than

moment,

befide, Jhouldt without the moft imperious
be feen contending in hoftile array, " nvhich
Jbould do the other mojl harm ;" and thus become a ftumbling block, inftead of a proper example, to pagans and barbarians

people

all

and

in

vi^orld

irrefiftible neceffity,

!

by

who

wifh to inflame us againft thofe brethren,
the*unpleafant things of former years ; let our own better fenti-

If dill there are thofe

ments, even
the anfwer.

in times

Our

of higheft irritation and greateft danger,

furnifti

1776, was in this
ftile : " Henceforth we fhall regard them (i. e. the people of Great
Britain,) as we do other nations, enemies in wiar, in peace friends.*'

How

declaration of Independence in

is it, therefore, now to call up thofe fufferings from
which fhould have been long ago buried in oblivion
Let
our treaty of peace and amity with which we clofed the war, furnifh
Let that Independence anan anfwer ; unlefs we were hypocrites.
and which our
fwer, which, by the favour of Heaven, we obtained

inconfiftent

Britain,

!

brethren of Britain were, at leaft, as cordial in eftablifhing, as our own
In fine, let the memorable propofition brought forward
alHes were.
in Maffachufetts, at an early period after the eftablifhment of our peace,
The
recal us from every fentiment unworthy of the fame people.
propofition was to this effect, that an addrefs might go from our federal
government to the courts of Europe, praying that fome mode might
be confulted for the fettlement of national controverfies, fo that war, in
Whatever may be thought of the
every cafe, might be prevented.
prafticabihty of fuch a propofition, it will at leaft, be a pleafmg monument of the fpirit of thofe times, when a rare conftellation of wife
and virtuous patriots, enlightened and adorned the councils of this republick.

And

it remembered, that if after this, we fhall ever be confentwar, not clearly juft, and clearly indifpenfable, the fpirit of
1775, the fpirit of 1783, the fpirit of the beft times, of this and every
other nation, will rife in judgment againft us.
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