
Rodman Hall Art Centre fonds, 1958-2019, n.d. 

RG 827 

Brock University Archives 

 

Creator: Brock University and St. Catharines and District Arts Council 

Extent:  45 cm of textual records (1.5 boxes) 

Abstract: Fonds consists of material acquired by Brock University during the time that 

  Rodman Hall was owned and operated by the University and from the time that 

  it was owned by the St. Catharines and District Arts Council.  Much of the 

  material concerns plans for the renovation of Rodman Hall and the fundraising  

  efforts associated with those projects.  Other material concerns the collections,  

  exhibitions and programming at Rodman Hall, as well as information about the  

  building and grounds.   

 

Materials: Meeting agendas and minutes, reports, plans, correspondence, financial  

                           statements, news clippings, programs, architectural plans, and promotional 

  material. 

 

Processed by: Chantal Cameron 

Last updated: February 2023 

 

Terms of use:  The Rodman Hall Art Centre fonds is open for research.  

Use restrictions: Researchers must obtain the written permission of the holder(s) of  

   copyright and the University Archives before publishing quotations from 

   materials in the collection.  Most papers may be copied in accordance  

   with the Library’s usual procedures unless otherwise specified.    

 

Preferred citation: RG 827, Rodman Hall Art Centre fonds, 1958-2019, n.d., Brock University 

Archives.   

Acquisition info.: Received from staff at Rodman Hall Art Centre while under the 

administration of Brock University.   

 

 



RG 827 Page 2 
 

Administrative history: 

 Rodman Hall was built Thomas Rodman Merritt (1824-1906), the youngest son of William 

Hamilton Merritt and Catherine Prendergast.  Merritt married Mary Benson in 1853. He built a 

grand home in St. Catharines on an extensive plot of land. Construction began around 1857 and 

was completed in 1863. The house became known as Rodman Hall and is located close to the 

junction of Twelve Mile Creek and the Second Welland Canal. Initially, the property was designed 

as a large garden that resembled a park. By 1852, the landscaped grounds were completed. 

Remnants of the garden remain today, thriving in the sheltered climate of the Twelve Mile Creek 

valley. In the first phase of the home's construction from 1857 to 1860, the original or west wing 

was built. When Merritt's older brother William Hamilton Merritt Jr. died in 1860, building 

materials intended for construction of a house in Montebello Park were sent to Rodman Hall to 

be used. That same year construction on the east wing began, which was completed in 1863. 

Other minor renovations were made over the years, including the addition of dormer windows 

and installation of stained-glass windows on the central staircase. 

 The house remained in the Merritt family until 1959 when it was purchased by the St. 

Catharines and District Arts Council.   Peter Harris served as the curator and director for many 

years.  The Council established a public art centre at Rodman Hall after a fundraising campaign 

to purchase and renovate the house.  A new gallery was added that adjoined the former drawing 

room.  It was used as a music studio as well as for art exhibition.   

 Rodman Hall became the centre for visual arts in the Niagara Peninsula.  Exhibitions by 

local artists were held, as well as retrospective shows of James Morrice, David Milne and Emily 

Carr.  A display of artwork by children from local public schools became an annual event.  The 

visual arts program was supplemented by Sunday concerts, children’s theatre and evening film 

and lecture series.  As the programs and services expanded, the facilities at Rodman Hall became 

increasingly inadequate.   Further renovations were undertaken in 1974 after National Museums 

of Canada announced that Rodman Hall had been selected as a National Exhibition Centre.  The 

expanded art centre was designed primarily as an art gallery as opposed to a facility for the 

performing arts, as Rodman Hall was not able to accommodate the needs of many performing 

arts groups.  Accordingly, there was less need for an Arts Council and the name of the 

administering organization was changed from the St. Catharines and District Arts Council to 

Rodman Hall Art Centre.    

 Brock University acquired Rodman Hall in 2003 and continued to use it as an art 

gallery.  During this time, the quality of the programming and publications were acknowledged 

nationally and provincially with several awards.  The Department of Visual Arts also had a strong 

relationship with Rodman Hall.  Students had the opportunity to use the studio space and 

participate in an annual graduate show curated by faculty and staff.  In 2020, the university 

reached an agreement with community partners that saw the art collection return to community 
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ownership and the property redeveloped by a local group known for heritage building restoration 

and redevelopment.   

  

Scope and Content: 

 Fonds consists of material acquired by Brock University during the time that Rodman Hall 

was owned and operated by the University and from the time that it was owned by the St. 

Catharines and District Arts Council.  Much of the material concerns plans for the renovation of 

Rodman Hall and the fundraising efforts associated with those projects.   This includes 

correspondence, financial statements, and minutes. 

Other material concerns the collections, exhibitions, and programming at Rodman Hall.  

This includes programs, news clippings, and promotional material.  Information about the 

building and grounds are also included with some architectural plans and building specifications. 

 

Organization: 

  Series I:  Administrative, 1958-2019, n.d. 

    Sub-series A:  Minutes 

    Sub-series B:  Reports and Plans 

    Sub-series C:  Fundraising 

    Sub-series D:  Correspondence 

 

  Series II:  Collection, Exhibits, and Programs, 1985-2019, n.d. 

  Series III:  Rodman Hall building and property, 1962-2015, n.d. 

 

Inventory: 

Series I:  Administrative, 1958-2019, n.d. 

Sub-series A:  Minutes, 1972-2018 

1.1 St. Catharines and District Arts Council Board of Governors minutes, 1972, 1974.   

1.2 Rodman Hall Arts Centre Board of Governors minutes, June 1985-June 1987. 

1.3 Rodman Hall Arts Centre Board of Governors minutes, 1990-2001 (non-inclusive).  

Contains agendas and meeting minutes of the Rodman Hall Board of Governors.  Also 

contains the by-laws of the Rodman Hall Arts Centre, lists of executive officers and the 
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board of governors, general membership list, list of corporate membership support, and 

financial statements. 

1.4 Board Reports & Staff Meetings, 2017.  Contains agendas and meeting minutes including 

a curator’s report, administrator’s report, education report, and coalition report; and a 

winter season recap. 

1.5 Board Reports & Staff Meetings, 2018.  Contains agendas and meeting minutes including 

a curator’s report, community outreach report, and coalition report.   

1.6 St. Catharines and District Arts Council Women’s Committee minutes, 1972-1979.  

Includes agendas and minutes, list of officers and members, and a brief handwritten 

history of the committee. 

1.7 Women’s Committee minutes, 1978-1980.   Contains handwritten minutes. 

1.8 Women’s Committee minutes, 1982-1990.   Contains meeting agendas of the Women’s 

Committee with notes (1982, 1985-86); a calendar of events; a one-page history of the 

Rodman Hall Arts Centre; by-laws of the Rodman Hall Evening Committee; and minutes 

of Executive meetings (1988-1990).   

1.9 Minutes, 1990-2001 (non-inclusive).  Contains the by-laws of the Rodman Hall Volunteer 

Evening Committee, minutes of the Rodman Hall Volunteer Committee, financial 

statements, an invitation to the Annual General Meeting, minutes of the Annual General 

Meeting (2001), and minutes of the Development Committee (2001). 

Sub-series B:  Reports and Plans, 2003-2019, n.d. 

1.10 Rodman Hall Strategic Plans, 2006-2007.  Contains a second draft of the strategic plan for 

Rodman Hall Arts Centre (2006); a letter to Jon Ogryzlo at Niagara College re: a 

memorandum of understanding & Rodman Hall Grounds 2007-08 Workplan 

Development; a memo to Brock University President Jack Lightstone re: the Walker 

Botanical Garden & Rodman Hall Grounds operating budget & five-year development 

plan; a brief history of Rodman Hall and the Walker Botanical Garden; a strategic planning 

discussion paper, phase 2, May 29, 2007; a draft strategic plan (September 2007); and 

Rodman Hall financial statements for 1981 and 1986-1990. 

1.11 Strategic Plan, 2007, n.d.  Contains annotated copies of Rodman Hall Arts Centre Strategic 

Plan.  Also contains a business plan. 

1.12 Brock University Faculty of Humanities Advisory Council, 2009.  Contains a meeting 

agenda, list of advisory council members, handwritten notes, architectural plans for a 

downtown St. Catharines location for Brock University; and a poster for Brock University’s 

promotional campaign “For both sides of the brain”. 
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1.13 Rodman Hall & Brock University, 2003-2019, n.d.  Contains an agreement between Brock 

University and Rodman Hall Arts Centre (2003); ; a job summary for an 

administrative/finance manager for Rodman Hall; a draft document titled Brock Rodman 

Hall Transition Scenarios (2019); a 2-page document on the impact of the 2020 Rodman 

Hall Art Centre relocation to the Marilyn I. Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts 

(MIWSFPA) and 2023 divestment of the Rodman Hall Art Centre; project budget estimates 

of the proposed Marilyn Walker School Art Gallery and Art Storage Options; architectural 

drawings of the Marilyn I. Walker School of Fine and Performing Arts (2019); an inventory 

of programming at Rodman Hall; a list of administrative duties; a Rodman Hall multi-year 

financial analysis summary (2003-2016); a list of options for the Rodman Hall Transition 

to MIWSFPA; a document titled VISA Impacts on Proposed Cuts (2019); and documents 

concerning a special executive meeting regarding the future of Rodman Hall Art Centre 

(2019). 

1.14 Rodman Hall & Brock University, 2015-2019.  Contains a job description and funding 

information for summer student positions at Rodman Hall; information about the Niagara 

Investment in Culture program; a document titled Demographic Transformation and the 

Future of Museums; by the Center for the Future of Museums; and an invoice from Norton 

Rose Fulbright. 

1.15 RHAC Consultation, 2017.  Contains a draft schedule of Rodman Hall Art Centre 

community conversations; a request for proposals for facilitation services for Rodman 

Hall Coalition; and a response by Gay Douglas to the request for proposals. 

1.16 RHAC Burlington Gallery, 2016-2017.  Contains a memo about the Rodman Hall transition 

work plan for July 2016-April 2017; and an article about the Burlington Joseph Brant 

Museum’s expansion.   

1.17 Disaster Contingency Plan, n.d.  Contains a copy of the Rodman Hall Arts Centre Disaster 

Plan. 

1.18 Partington, Peter, n.d.  Contains a profile of Peter Partington and news articles related to 

Peter Partington and his role as Niagara Regional Chairman.   

Sub-series C:  Fundraising, 1958-2012, n.d. 

1.19 Arts Council—Campaign re: Arts Centre, 1958-1960.  Contains a financial statement as of 

February 1960; correspondence to potential donors, government departments, and 

community partners re: the development of an Arts Centre in St. Catharines; some 

meeting agendas; a summary of views on the St. Catharines & District Arts Council 

Campaign; financial statements; news clippings; and a list of paid-up members. 

1.20 Invitation List—Rodman Hall Official Opening, 1960.  Contains lists of guests invited to the 

official opening. 
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1.21 Rodman Hall Building Expansion Campaign 1974-75.  Contains meeting minutes, 

correspondence, and financial statements. 

1.22 Rodman Hall campaign—government grant letters, 1974-75.  Contains correspondence 

with National Museums Canada re: funding for an addition to Rodman Hall for an 

exhibition centre; and an estimate for an addition and alterations to Rodman Hall from 

Macdonald & Zuberec, Architects. 

1.23 Rodman Hall Campaign Letters, 1974-1975.  Contains correspondence with Macdonald & 

Zuberec, architects, and contractors, re: the expansion of Rodman Hall.  Also includes 

financial statements, some Building Committee meeting minutes, an architectural 

drawing of the second floor, site inspection reports, and a history of Rodman Hall from 

1960-1975. 

1.24 Rodman Hall Campaign Founders Letters, 1974-75.  Contains correspondence with donors 

who contributed to the project and a list of Founders.   

1.25 Rodman Hall Campaign Organization, 1974.  Contains a list of members; a list of the 

campaign organization including Division, Chairman, and fundraising objective; 

correspondence; and a list of the industrial, commercial and financial targets.   

1.26 Campaign receipts, 1974-1976.  Contains financial statements for the Arts Centre Building 

Campaign including construction cost statements, real estate values, income from 

fundraising campaigns, and minutes of the Rodman Hall Expansion Campaign Committee.   

1.27 Rodman Hall plaque names, 1974-1975.  Contains correspondence re: donors eligible for 

a plaque at Rodman Hall and a list of Rodman Hall Arts Centre Founders ’75.   

1.28 Rodman Hall Foundation letters, 1974-1975.  Contains correspondence to and from 

potential donors and community partners of the St. Catharines and District Arts Council; 

documents accompanying the correspondence including Letter Patent incorporating the 

St. Catharines and District Arts Council, financial and budget statements of the Rodman 

Hall Building Expansion Campaign, and auditor’s report. 

1.29 Rodman Hall Campaign—Commercial and Finance Letters, 1974-1975.  Contains 

correspondence to local businesses and banks regarding donations for an Arts Centre for 

the St. Catharines and District Arts Council.   

1.30 Fundraising, 1974-1993, n.d.  Contains an invitation to the Rodman Hall Casablanca Gala 

and Elimination Draw; and correspondence re: donations to Rodman Hall. 

1.31 Peter Harris Scholarship Fund, 2012.  Contains a statement of the Peter Harris Memorial 

Scholarship.   

Sub-series D:  Correspondence, 1958-2001 
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1.32 Arts Council—Background re: Arts Centre, 1958-1959.  Contains information about a 

Woodruff home in St. Catharines, the Ball-Fenton-Woodruff house, including a 

photograph, correspondence about the possible acquisition of the house by the St. 

Catharines and District Arts Council, and a valuation of the house; correspondence about 

the Fifield home between the Arts Council and its owner, noting that that house does not 

meet the space requirements of an Arts Centre; a draft proposal for an Arts Centre by the 

St. Catharines and District Arts Council; and completed questionnaires distributed by the 

St. Catharines and District Arts Council and completed by the Imperial Order of Daughters 

of the Empire and the St. Catharines Art Association.  

1.33 St. Catharines and District Arts Council—General, 1971-1975.  Contains a report on the 

status of the 1974-75 President’s Fund membership dues and list of members; general 

correspondence including letters concerning the potential designation of Rodman Hall as 

a historic site of national significance; letters re: the potential designation and restoration 

of old houses (including the Shickluna House) near the first Welland Canal adjacent to 

Rodman Hall; letters re: membership dues for President’s Fund members; notices to 

Board members re: upcoming meetings; a President’s Fund financial statement for 1973; 

by-laws of the St. Catharines and District Arts Council (1960-1966); a letter re: Symphony 

House at Brock University; and some news clippings.  

1.34 St. Catharines Art Association, 1987-2001.  Contains newsletters, membership lists, and 

correspondence. 

 

Series II:  Collection, Exhibits, and Programs, 1985-2019, n.d. 

1.35 A.J. Casson, 1985-86.  Contains news clippings, correspondence, promotional material, 

and a list of paintings in an exhibition of Casson’s work at Rodman Hall.   

1.36 This is Niagara, 1986, n.d.  Contains correspondence, insurance list, terms of agreement, 

promotional material and news clippings re: the exhibition “This is Niagara—34 Points of 

View” at Rodman Hall.   

1.37 Yacowar, 1987, n.d.  Contains a survey of recent Inuit Art from the collection of Maurice 

Yacowar; 6 black and white photographs of an animal sculpture; and an advertisement 

for a fine art sale at Maurice Yacowar’s home. 

1.38 Exhibits:  Edward Burtynski Photography, 2006-2011.  Contains clippings and promotional 

material for artist Edward Burtynski and an exhibition of his work at Rodman Hall Art 

Centre in St. Catharines. 

1.39 Teutloff collection, 2008-2010.  Contains a memo re: purchase of the Teutloff collection; 

a purchase agreement between H.C. Lutz Teutloff and Brock University; a description of 

the collection including photos of individual pieces of art, their condition and treatment 
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recommendations; copyright assignments and waiver of exhibition rights signed by 

various artists; correspondence between Brock University and Lutz Teutloff re: 

negotiations for the University’s purchase of the collection; an appraisal of the Teutloff 

collection; and a condition survey of the art in the Teutloff collection with colour photos.    

2.1-2.4 Promotional material, 2011-2014, n.d.  Mostly contains promotional material for Brock 

University and Rodman Hall.  Includes advertisements for exhibitions and programs at 

Rodman Hall Art Centre; an issue of Border Crossings; issues of Snap:  St. Catharines, The 

Brock Press, the City of St. Catharines Leisure Guide; an annual report for Brock University 

for 2011-12; advertisements for exhibitions and programs at Rodman Hall Art Centre; 

issues of Centre Stage Experience by Brock University’s Centre for the Arts; and issues of 

Niagara Life, Niagara Magazine and The Brock Press.  

2.5 Programs, 2011-2014.  Contains a program for a gala art auction at Rodman Hall (2014) 

and a program of exhibitions and programs at Rodman Hall for spring/summer 2011 titled 

“On the Twelve”.   

2.6 Program Review 2013.  Contains a report on the art education program; a table showing 

the programs offered by Rodman Hall Art Centre and their objectives; program 

descriptions; a list of questions to be answered as part of the program review; an 

introduction to Rodman Hall Art Centre/Brock University; facts and figures about Rodman 

Hall Art Centre including expenses, revenue, membership, outreach, student 

engagement, and social media stats; and the Rodman Hall Art Centre Strategic Plan.   

2.7 Portrait of Dr. Lightstone, 2014.  Contains correspondence between Stuart Reid and 

various artists re: the commissioning of a portrait of Brock University President Jack 

Lightstone, and artist profiles. 

2.8 Insurance, 2016.  Contains a copy an insurance policy and a document showing the value 

of the Rodman Hall Art Centre collection and insurance limits. 

2.9 Art Collection Committee, 2018-2019.  Contains an agenda and meeting minutes for the 

University Art Collection Committee; a recommendation re: the Guernsey Market Hall 

Mural “Reverberation”; the Committee’s Terms of Reference; a list of committee 

members; a large photo of a stained-glass piece of art featuring Isaac Brock with a banner 

reading “Brock University” at the bottom; and a photo of a lit sign featuring a profile of 

Isaac Brock with the words “Isaac Brock wants you”.   

2.10 Rodman Hall Arts Centre Permanent Collection Policy, n.d.   

 

Series III:  Rodman Hall building and property, 1962-2015, n.d. 



RG 827 Page 9 
 

2.11 Clippings, 1962-1979, n.d.  Contains news clippings about art, artists, and Rodman Hall.  

Also contains cards of condolence for the death of Peter Harris with donations made in 

his memory. 

2.12 Rodman Hall—Construction Program, 1974.  Contains correspondence with the National 

Museums of Canada re: building specifications with proposed design requirements for 

the National Exhibition Centre; a document on space and use considerations for a small 

art gallery; square footage specifications of Rodman Hall before and after the new 

addition; correspondence with architects Macdonald & Zuberec with a general 

contractor’s estimate and an outline specification for the proposed art gallery extension; 

correspondence with the Niagara Peninsula Rehabilitation Centre re: the accommodation 

of people with disabilities with respect to the Rodman Hall expansion; and financial 

statements.  

O.1 Drawings, 1974, n.d.  Contains an exterior drawing of the proposed Rodman Hall Art 

Gallery expansion with two interior architectural diagrams.   

2.13 Building Code Compliance, 2006-2010, n.d.  Contains architectural drawings of Rodman 

Hall’s basement, ground level, second level, and third level; a list of the organization 

occupancy at Rodman Hall by level; correspondence re: a facility needs analysis for 

Rodman Hall and related projects; an asset snapshot report of Rodman Hall; a report on 

the current state of essential equipment and systems; and a Building Code Assessment 

Report of Rodman Hall.   

2.14 Exterior Painting, 2012.  Contains a memo re: the repainting of the original windows at 

Rodman Hall. 

2.15 Snow and Ice Control, 2012-2014.  Contains agendas for the annual snow and ice control 

co-ordination meeting; graphs and tables showing the incidence of slips, trips and falls 

attributed to snow and ice; and a campus map showing snow removal priority areas.   

2.16 Burgoyne Bridge, 2014.  Contains a letter re: the replacement of the Burgoyne Bridge and 

construction that may affect surrounding properties. 

2.17 Equipment Rental, 2015.  Contains an equipment rental agreement for audio visual 

equipment including televisions, media players, extension chords, television wall mounts 

and headphones. 

2.18 Library at Rodman Hall, n.d.  Contains a handwritten diagram of a room showing 

dimensions and other features, and a handwritten page of notes titled “Wall size and 

photos”. 

2.19 Rodman Hall Kitchen, n.d.  Contains a diagram of the Rodman Hall kitchen with 

dimensions; a diagram of its placement next to an office; and a page of handwritten notes. 
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2.20 Grounds, n.d.  Contains two diagrams of a storage room and classroom.   One of the 

diagrams is annotated.   

2.21 Facility Rentals, n.d.  Contains three pages of handwritten notes. 

 

 


