


Charles F. Kettering, reti red Genera l Motors 
Research Director, and the barn-loft gang t_hat 
developed the relay-controlled ign(tion and fI:st 
automotive electric self-starter will be hono1 ed 
at Dayton, Ohio, July 22, the 40~h anniversary 
of Dayton Engineering Laboratories Company. 

The original company, now established as fo ur 
GM manufacturing divisions under the Delco 
trade name, was incorporated July 22, 1909, by 
Mr. Ketter ing and co-founder Col. E. A. Deeds, 
both National Cash Register Company employees 
at that time. Col. Deeds now is National Cash 
Register board chairman. 

They will be joined by William A. Chryst, re
tired Delco Products Chief Engineer who shared 
their pioneering vent ure, and surviving shop 
helpers who at one time or another worked in the 
loft of Col. Deeds' barn on Dayton's Central 
Avenue. 

Also present will be GM executives, former 
Delco general managers-among them C. E . Wil
son, GM President, who headed Delco in 1927-28 
-and executives of other industries who received 
basic training in the Delco organization. 

Dayton Engineering Laboratories Company, 
which Mr. Chryst compressed into the "Delco" 
trade name, started Mr. Kettering on his career 
as an independent inventor in the automotive 
field . 

It began during spare time in a small shop out
fitted on the second floor of the Deeds barn. There 
in 1908 Mr. Kettering, Col. Deeds and Mr. Chryst, 
also an .C.R. engineer, began tinkering with the 
ignition of the "Suburban Sixty," an automobile 
Col. Deeds had built for himself. 

The relay-controlled ignition system, conceiv
ed by Mr. Kettering, eliminated the old-time mag
neto and dry-cell battery ignitions, both unreliable 
for starting horseless carriage engines. Quietly 
Cadillac introduced it on its 1910 model at th~ 
Atlanta, Ga., auto show Nov. 9, 1909. Cadillac 
Presi~ent Henry Leland and his engineers weren't 
sure 1t would work. To backstop it they left the 
magneto on their car. 

A conversation between Mr. Kettering and 
Mr. Leland m July, 1910, sparked the idea of an 
~lectr_ical self-starter for motorcars. Mr. Ketter
!ng v1su'.3-liz_e1 it as part of a complete package to 
!nclude 1gn1tion, _self-starter, generator and light
mg system, basically what the Delco system is 
today. 

By September, 1910, Mr. Kettering and Bob 
DeMaree, youthful Delco Assistant draftsman 
completed the first test starter. By Dec 17 19101 

the first sample starter was ready and this gadget 

li terally shoved Delco into industry's main stn:!am. 
The Cadi llac Mot or Car Company, well satis

fied wit h the Kettering ignition, was itching to 
get the starter . The morning of Jan. 7, 1911, a 
new Cadillac was wheeled into the Deeds barn to 
be fitted wit h the revolutionary invention. It was 
then that t he barn gang discovered Cadillac's 
engineers had fa iled to make room under the hood 
for it and t he ent ire proj ect had to be redone 
twice before the redesigned starter would fi t the 
car. 

By 9.30 p.m . on F eb. 16, however, the fi rst 
self -starter was expressed to Detroit for Cadillac. 
Mr . Leland accepted it, placed a $2,000,000 order 
for 12,000 units-subject to successful perform
ance in subsequent tests. 

Motorists, eager to buy a utos without treach
erous hand cranks to start them, embraced the 
revolutionar yself-starter . Their unending demand 
established Delco at Dayton as the nucleus of the 
various Delco units that later became GM 
divisions. 

They include Delco Products, Delco-Remy, 
Delco Radio and Delco Appliance with U.S. plants 
at Anderson , Bunker Hill, Kokomo and Muncie, 
Ind.; Dayton, Chicago, New Brunswick, N.J., and 
Rochester, N.Y. and a Canadian out let at McKin
non Industries. 

We at McKinnon Industries naturally are 
greatly interested in the honour being bestowed 
o~ ~ ~-- Kettering. The name "Delco" has great 
s1gmf1cance to us. One of our Divisions is called 
the Delco Division and in it we build the same 
products developed by Mr. Kettering and which 
continue to be refined over the years. 

It was in 1930 that soi l was first broken on 
the east side of Ontario Street for what we now 
call "The Delco Building." Over these a lmost 20 
years new products in the automotive ignition 
and shock absorber fie ld have been added unti l 
today, the complete ignition sy terns for General 
Motors cars and. trucks in Canada are produced 
under one roof-m our Delco building. 

Our fractional horsepower motors proudly 
?ear the_ J?elco name although our own Engineer
mg D1v1s1on are ~·esponsible for their design. 
However, they retam many features of the Delco 
motors manufactured at Dayton. 

M1:. Ketteri1:g's dream of 40 years ago is an 
esta~hs~ed reality throughout the entire auto
m?tive mdustry. yve ~t McKinnon Industries join 
with J?ayton, _Ohio, rn honouring Mr. Kettering 
and his associates who by their ingenuity and 
vigour ~ont!'ibuted so greatly the success of the 
automotive mdustry. 
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The Careless Man 
We found a car beneath a tree
" The steering knuckle broke," sa id he, 
"The driver's d ead ; they say his wife 
Will be an inval id fo r li fe. 
I wonder how the man must feel 
Who mad e th e faulty ste ering wheel." 

It seemed a curious thought, and I 
Sat thinking , as t he cars we nt by 
About the man who mad e the wh ee l 
And shape d that knuckle out of steel, 
I tried to visual ize th e sce ne 
The man , the ste e l, and the mach ine. 

Perhaps the workman never saw 
An ind ication of a flaw , 
Or, seeing it . he fanc iel it 
Would not affect his work a bit , 
And sa id : " It's good e nough to go 
I'll pass it on . Th ey"ll never know." 
" It's not exactly to my best 
But it may pa ss t he fina l t es t , 
And shou ld it bre ak , no ma n sha ll know 
It was my hand t ha t mad e it so: 
Th e th ing is fau lty, but p erha ps 
W e' ll neve r hea r it wh e n it snaps." 

O f cou rse the workman could n't see 
Th e mangl ed car beneath a tree, 
Th e d ead ma n a nd th e to rtu re d wife 
Doom ed lo a cri p ple's chair for life 
His chief con cern was g ett ing by 
Th e ster n inspector's eag er eye. 

Perhaps he whist les on his way 
Into t he fa ctory t od ay 
And d oes n" t know the ruin wrou gh t 
By just one mi nute's careless thoug ht. 
Yet human I.fa is hel d at stake 
By nearly all the toilers ma ke. 

- W.K. 

Our appreciation and congra tula
tions to Walter Kenworthy of Dept. 
37 for his submission of the above. 

His thought, as ex pressed here, is 
both •timely and significant in view 
of the fact that all indications point 
to the motor accident total in this 
district being greater and grimmer 
this year than ever before. 

TheMc_l(innon People 

The Cover 
Home Run-Velma Cole, McKinnon 

Merry Macs' pitcher, connects 
solidly for a four- base hit in a 
recent Niagara District Ladies' 
Softball game with Welland Cord
ettes. Final score: Merry Macs 21; 
Cordettes 0. 

ugge tion Committee-Featuring the 
group who examines and evaluates 
all suggestions submitted by Mc
Kinnon People. Left to right, 
Factory General Superintendent, L. 
R. Clinton, Chairman; Charles 
Douglas, Suggestion Examiner; Lil
lian Lohnes, Secretary; Joseph 
Li ttle, Supervisor Process and 
Methods; Harold Baines, Super
visor Standards; Walter Mann, 
Assistant Treasurer. 

Vice-Regal Visit-Viscount Alexander 
Governor-General of Canada, in
spects the McKinnon Guard of 
Honour on the occasion of his visit 
here Monday, May 30th. 

Bank Branch To Open 
The manager of the Bank of To

ronto, Queen Street, Mr. E. J. H. 
Vanston, advises that the long-awaited 
opening of the Ontario St. Branch 
will take place during the latter part 
of August or early September. 

The branch will not only be a dis
tinct asset to this community, but 
of special convenience to all McKinnon 
employees. 

The Highway Hazard 
1:'he Motor Vehicle Dh·ision, On

tario Department of Highways, re
ported a total of 1220 accidents in 
thls district - that is, the counties 
of Lincoln, Haldimand and Welland
for the year of 1947. Accidents in
creased 31 per cent in 1948 and con
tinue on an ascending scale for 1949. 

In vacation time you will be driving 
farther and more often than usual. 
Inevitably, you will meet again the 
"screwball" driver: the menace who 
swings wide on a curve, threads in 
and out of traffic at high speed, 
passes on a hill or drives alongside 
you on a two-lane road in the face of 
oncoming traffic. 

It would be presumptuous of us to 
attempt to define a policy guaranteed 
to eliminate the danger of the "screw
ball" driver. He ·thrives in spite of 
traffic warnings, traffic officers and 
traffic courts as is proven by the 
mounting accident record. 

But we do suggest that for your 
own protection you have a complete 
car-check before beginning a car trip, 
that you obey all the rules of the 
road and that you keep your car 
completely under your control at all 
times - no excessive speed. 

Remember the old adage, "better 
late than never!" Remember, too, that 
anyone who competes with the 
"screwball" driver is an odds-on fav
ourite to wind up a "ne,,er" vaca
tionist. 

"WHAT'S THE TAKE?" 

• President Jack Stunt and Secretary Allan Barnes . confer with the . cashier, Russ Kersla,ke, 
at the "Spring Frolic," a dinner-dance presentation of the McKinnon Club. The smiles 

indicate that business iJ good. 
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Once Over Lightly,, 
t(\~(" 

Although "BALDY" PETTIFER used all his well known 
oratorical powers on "BIG RICHARD" NICHOLSON to 
get him on George Drew's band wagon, Richard just 
looked wise and backed away. "That baby bonus has got 
to be considered very carefully," said Richard ... 
CHARLIE HESBURN informed us on June 28 (the day 
after the election) that he wants no further comment for 
at least four years. O.K., Charlie, we'll lay off you for a 
while .. . Those two sturdy golf enthusiasts BOB ALLAN 
and BERT WALSHA W are clambering over the hills and 
sliding down the dales of the St. David's Golf Club in 
intensive preparation for their annual golf match with 
LOU (the Clutch) CLINTON and CLIFF (Toughy) 
RODGERS. "We're hotter than a two dollar pistol," said 
Bob slicing his drive into the trees while Bert was busy 
digging himself out of a neighbouring ditch ... BILL 

!Low Gear) PARKS was so intent upon careful driving 
25 miles an hour) on a recent junket to Oshawa that his 
guests threatened to get out and walk. He made it in 
5 hours flat ... Three generations of PICTONS are now 
members of the McKinnon family. Grandpa JOHNNY 
has been in the Gear Heat Treat for over 25 years, 
STANLEY is Foreman in the Pattern Shop and Stan's 
eldest son BILL is starting in on the Brake Shoe line. W e 
feel this is some kind of record so we'll throw out a chal
lenge. Have we any other three generation families? If 
we have, let's hear from them . .. We understand BILL 
GILLARD has so many television aerials over his house 
that it looks like a Hydro Electric sub-station. "I don't 
care," says Bill , "I'm getting real results" .. . JACK 
PERKS was wondering the other day if "BIG LOUIE" 
BASTINGS and "SAMMY" PARKER are still capable of 
tucking away the kind of lunches they used to bring in 
on the night shift back in 1932 and 1933. "I used to 
shudder when I saw that pair arrive with a market basket 
full of grub apiece," reminisced Jack .. . While we're on 
the subject of eating ANDY COULL used to do a fair 
job with the knife and fork. Ask JOE LITTLE if he re
members the night at his house when Andy knocked over 
one complete roast chicken plus the trimmings . . . 
RED (~AWN PATROL) ANDERSON says the reason that 
he arrives at work so early in the morning is to get a 
real good view of the sunrise. The only people who should 
get up that early, Red, are policemen and burglars 
HARRY McKEAN, a red hot baseball fan was ha~p; 
he had the off shift during the "Phillies" baseball school 
~ecently conducted in th is city. Harry was able to take 
1n all of the games and drills and acquired a nice chunk 
of sun in the bargain ... Bl LL KERR, to caddy at the 
St. Catharines Golf Club, "Are you good at finding 
balls , caddy?" "Yes sir, oh yes sir." Bill Kerr "Well 
find a couple and let's get started" ... Spea

0

ki ng of 
golf, the annual McKinnon Club tournament brought out 
a galaxy of stars and an equally larg e gathering of 
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duffers. ED MAXWELL with a low gross of 76 again 
walked off with the silverware. He was hotly pursued by 
ALF GOATLEY (78) , ROY MORTON (81), and BERT 
WALSHAW (84). JACKIE BLAIR with a high gross of 
133 figured he was a shoo-in for that honour, but he 
failed to reckon with GEORGE TEATHER. George stag
gered around the 18 holes in a stirring 156 putting him 
in a class all by himself. GEORGE SMITH brought tears 
to the eyes of the brothers during the dinner hour with 
his heart-throbbing renditions of The Old Mill Stream, 
Sweet Adeline and Who Threw the Overalls in Mrs. 
Murphy's Chowder. ART VALE and ED BELFRY declared 
"Drinks on the house." They almost lost their lives in the 
pandemonium created by this outburst. 'Twas a really 
fine outing ... BALDY DOUCETTE was never known to 
pass up a chance to play any kind of athletic game, so 
when the regular catcher on the 92 Dept. team failed 
to show, Bertram stepped into the breach. "It was tough 
going," said Baldy, "but I lasted out the nine innings" 
. .. IKE MOORE and RED FRANKLIN are firmly con
vinced that this business of umpiring ball games is getting 
tougher and tougher. "You not only have to call them, 
but you now have to be prepared to duck," moaned Ike 
... NORM KALLS, NORM COLEMAN and STU SMIL
LIE are very busy these evenings at the St. Catharines 
Lawn Bowling greens. "The competition is really tough 
this year," says Stu. "We haven't picked up any silver
ware so far . : . GORDON (FENCE-BUSTER) HEATON 
who usually picks up most of the sartorial (look it up) 
marbles around the office, really outdid himself this week 
with his canary striped shirt. "I use this model to dazzle 
those northe rn pike," announced Gord . . . We just can't 
seem t~ get any dope on HUGHIE HENRY these days. 
Even DARCY MELVILLE, a good source of information 
on Hugh, has dummied up on us. Patience is a virtue 
Hugh ie, so we'll keep our ear to the g round . . . BILL 
W :4-TKINS: attending the Soap Box Derby, picked the 
ultimate winner all the way from the first heat, but was 
~nable to get any of his pals to lay a few bucks on the 
line. He _ was seen,,talkin~ to himself all the way back to 
th~ parking a~ea: Such 1udgment as that should certainly 
bring some financial remuneration," sighed William ... 
ORRIN HANNA cleared out the Foundry Lab. in a hurry 
the other day wh en he picked up one of the shop-league 
bats and proceeded to show the brothers how he used to 
bash them in the good old days ... NORM RENNER, 
the ~ewest member of the S.Y.P. Club, put on a demon
stration of how not to run a boat with an outboa rd motor 
at Jordon last Saturday. When Norm atte mpted a nifty 
tu_rn at 35 m.p.h . he landed about 30 feet from the boat 
'; 1th the rope wrapped around his ankl e. He was not only 
tied , he was fit to be tied. ROY (SKIN-HEAD) ETHER
INGTON effected repairs, but could not guarantee Norm 
any passengers from now on .. . 

Beat the Heat 

d
DAr. John H. Ganschow, Medical Director Chevrolet-Detroit Gear 

an xle, says : ' 
"Jfow mu~h salt did you lose last Saturday, or yesterday, or to

~ay • And did you _get any of it back? If the weather has been hot 
m Y<?Ur area! and If y~rn've been working in the garden, or playing 
tenms, or doing anythmg else that makes you perspire heavily your 
body may have lost three o_r four level teaspoons of salt in ju;t one 
day. 1:-,ack <?f pep or a feelmg of nausea might be a sign that your 
body 1s askmg to have some of that salt returned. 
What Happens When We Perspire? 

~ih:~~:i;~. drink so much as we might 

What Are Danger Signals 
From Heat ? 

Common signs of heat sickness are 
feelings of fatigue and faintness, dull
ness, general lack of pep. There may 
be a change in the amount of sweat
ing, a feeling of extreme thirst, or 
headaches. Exposure to heat some
times makes us become more irritable 
and, occasionally, emotionally upset. 
Heat sickness may cause poor co-or-

dination and errors of judgment. Any 
of ~hese may be symptoms accomp
anying h~ fatigue, heat cramps or 
an impending heat stroke. Advanced 
cases may become sick and vomit. The 
~ramps probably "ill be noticed first 
~bd~~!~es of the fingers, legs and 

Some folks are more sensitive to 
heat than others. Elderly folks, the 

ilf"he!fth';'ufu~ :~~nss;:ra1 ~e~ 
and extra vitamins haven't proved to 
be useful in making heat less un
pleasan_t. H~wever, lots of rest and 
rel~ation wtll make it more bearable. 
So, if you want to beat the heat, get 
plenty of water, salt, and sleep. 

Thinner-Cigarette 
Lighter Injury 

A female employee at a GM plant 
suffered second degree burns on both 
hands after using thinner from a can 
to fill ~er cigarette lighter. Thinner 
was spilled on the employee's hands 
and also on some shop towels. In 

~;j,;b~~!s ;~e~g:!v!foepe~g!~• J:ee 
which also ignited the thinner-soaked 
towels. Fortunately the girl did not 
spill any thinner on her clothing or 
the results would have been e,en 
more serious. 

Exposure to heat brings on sweat
ing, and this is nature's way of trying 
to . keep the body temperature normal. 
Wi th a combination of exertion and 
a ho_t day, we may perspire as much 
as eight quarts of water daily; some 
folks have been known to lose three 
quarts an hour. This perspiration con
tains a lot of salt, and when we lose 
amounts of liquid and salt at the 
same time, it's easy to upset the 
body's chemical balance. Loss of salt 
is the chief cause of heat exhaustion 
and heat cramps; it also may be con
tributory cause of heat stroke. 

How Is the Best Way To 
Replace Salt? 

AW ARD AND ADVICE 

The average production employee's 
diet doesn't contain enough salt to 
replace that los t by profuse sweating. 
That's why many GM plants have 
handy tablet dispensers near drinking 
fountains. Thus it is easy to swallow 
:-. tablet while getting a drink. The 
number of table ts needed daily de
pends upon the temperature and 
amount of perspiration. To restore 
the body's chemical balance, a foun
dry em ploy e may need up to twelve 
tablets da ily whil e others may need 
onl y two or three. At home a good 
way to replace salt is t o add a level 
teaspoon of it to each quart of water 
we drink. This isn' t the most pleasant 
drink in the world , but the cooler the 
water the less noticeable its tas te. 
By taking sal t thi way we help 
nature regain her natural balance 
much more quickl y. 

Js alt All We Need To Offset 
Heavy Perspiration? 

Oh no, far from it. P lentv of wa ter 
is extremely im por tant if ,,·e want to 
keep feeling fi t dur ing hot weather. 
One day of hard work or active play 
might cause us to lose more water 
through sweating than our bodies can 
safely affo rd , and this liquid should 
be repl aced immediately. As many as 
12 or 15 glasses of water a day won't 
be t oo many. The wate r temperature 
doesn't make much difference, ei ther, 
except tha t if it 's too cold we won't 

• The Notionol Sofety Council presented to General Motors, fo r the fifth t ime, the Award 
of Honour for distinguished service to Sofety. Mr. C. E. Wilson, President, Generol 
Motors Corporation , says, "I hope you will accept th is award as a challenge to work 
even mo re sofely in 1949." The second portion of the picture is both self-explonotory 
ond indisputoble. 
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DONALD SMITH, DEPT. 55 

ERIC EARNSHAW, DEPT. 50 

s~ 
Forty-nine McKinnon People won cash 

awards for their suggestions, recently, and 
fourteen of these are featured here as 
representative of all the winners. 

George Miller topped the list with two 
awards, $191.31 and $20.00. Bill De Mars, 
also a two-award winner, followed with 
$150.00 and $9.40. 

Eric Earnshaw won $68.87; Christian 
Schneider was paid $63.77; Rothan Haw
thorn collected $45 . 17. John Hodgkiss , an
other double-award winner, received 
$20.00 and $ I 0.00. Roland Blais was 
awarded $28.34. 

Payments of $25.00 were made to Eric 
Jones, Donald Smith and Bruce Veit. 

Awards of $20.00 were gained by John 
Kobluck, Bill Montgomery, Johnny Moura
dian and LeRoy Pickard . 

CHRISTIAN SCHNEIDER, DEPT. 50 

/l«Jaltd 
1f/ue,ee1ta 

All the components that create your job 
- equipment, materials, labour and time 
- form a constant and familiar pattern 
to you. 

No one has a greater grasp of the de
tail of your job than yourself. 

Any improvement to your job is depend
ent upon the bettering of some detail
or details - of the operation to the end 
that added economy or increased effici
ency is attained. 

No one is in a better position to accomp
lish this than yourself - the detail of your 
job is a habit with you. 

Why not analyse this detail with an im
proved job as your objective? 

Why not cash in on YOUR knowledge 
of YOUR job! 



· o N MONDAY, May 30th Viscount Alexander of Tunis and his charming wife, visited our plant. The tour 
necessarily was a brief one, the only Division visited being our Anti Friction Bearing Department. 
The Governor General inspected a guard of honour composed of McKinnon veterans of World War 

I and II commanded by Lieut. Colonel H. G. Morrow. The entire party which included Mayor Richard Robert
son, his wife and City Clerk H. H. Smith, then proceeded to the Bearing Division. 

Upper left - The Governor General is welcomed to McKinnons by President and General Manager T. J. 
Cook. Bottom left - M. J. Cahill of Public Relations explai· s the ball grinding process to Viscountess Alexander 
and Mrs. Richard Robertson. Centre panel upper left - M s Vivian Arcand of Dept. 63 presents a bouquet to 
the Viscountess on behalf of the McKinnon people. Centr panel lower left - Bearing Superintendent Ivan Kaye 
and T. J. Cook demonstrate the ball heading equipmen o his Excellency. Centre panel upper right - Viscount 
Alexander examines finish on a roller bearing given to him by Doug St. Amand of the Bear ng Division. Centre 
panel lower right - the official party see a bearing assembled and the balls separated. The panels on the right 
from top to bottom, respectively, show the Governor General picking parts from u cleuning barrel and the Vis• 
countess being so interested as to try it herself. The Viscount examines a number of parts presented by McKin• 
non officials, and Factory Manager W. H. Watkins explains an operation to Canada's first lady, with Mrs. 
Robertson aAd City Clerk Herb Smith as interested spectators. 



OFFICIAL PACE CAR 

• On Memorial Day, May 30, W il bur Shaw (at the whe el ) presi dent and general ~anag~r 
of the lndianapol's Motor Spee dway Corporation , lapped the famous track with th1S 
Series "88" Futuram ic O ldsmobil e Pace Ca r, thus officially starling the fastest and mo ; I 
competitive race in the 33-year history of the 500-mile classic. The Series " 8" Oldsmobile 
is powered with the Div: sion 's new high :compressio_n "Ro_c~et" engine whic~ is the sensa 
tion of the industry this year. Mr. Shaw IS a three-time winner of the 500-m,le race . 

Oldsmobile 
A new 1949 Oldsmobile, the official 

pace car of the Indianapolis Speedway 
500-mile classic, provided additional 
color and drama at the world-famous 
race this year on May 30. 

With Wilbur Shaw, president of the 
Speedway and former racing star, at 
the wheel, the pace car led the parade 
of racing contestants around the 2'h 
mile track at gradually increasing 
speed. When the starting line was 
reached the pace car retired to the 
track apron - and the 33rd running 
of the international sporting event 
was off to a flying start. 

In the 32 previous races, pace cars 
of 20 different makes have been used. 
Oldsmobile was honored this year be
cause of its development of the new 
high-compression "Rocket" engine, 
based on principles perfected by 
Charles F. Kettering, renowned GM 
researcher. The engine ha~ a com
pression of 7.25 to 1 and delivers 135 
horsepower on high octane gasoline 
such as is available everywhere in the 
nation. In the Series "88" models, 
which have 1nedium-weight bodies 
the ''.Rocket." engine is especially 
effective. Its surplus power combines 
with GM Hydra-Matic Drive to give 
rapid acceleration, great maneuvera-
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bility, and effortless highway per
formance. 

Pace cars of leading manufacturers 
are used at Indianapolis for two rea
sons: 1. To keep the racing cars in 
an orderly formation on the warm-up 
lap and get them off to a flying start 
at a speed of approximately 90 miles 
an hour. 2. To symbolize the place of 
the 500-mile race as a testing ground 
for mechanical improvements in the 
passenger car industry. 

The Indianapolis 500-mile class ic 
was first held in 1911. Harroun Mar
mon won with an average speed of 
74 miles per hour. Bill Holland, 1949 
winner, averaged 121 miles per hou r. 

An Indianapolis racer travels from 
three to five miles on one gallon of 
gasoline. 

The cost of the racing cars ranges 
anywhere from $30,000 to $75,000. 

A crew, striving to attain maximum 
performance, may ·tear down and re
assemble a racer sometimes as many 
as ten times during the qualification 
period. 

Soap Box Derby 
Sixty-seven contenders, all four

teen years of age or under and driv
ing cars of their own manufacture, 
raced for the championship of the 
Third Annual St. Catharines Soap 
Box Derby at the Airport on Satur
day, July 16th. 

All the colour and excitement of 
the "roaring road" was attendant at 
this meet and no detail necessary for 
its success was overlooked or left to 
chance. 

The champion, Billy Coffman of 
R.R. No. 1, Beamsville, flashed over 
the finish line to win by about one 
and one-half feet over his closest 
challenger. 

Billy, who entered the competition 
without a sponsor, designed his own 
car and that of his brother who was 
also racing. His ambition is to be a 
top-notch automobile designer when 
he grows up. 

Ray Lambert of our Foundry sup
er visory staff was Derby Counsellor 
to Billy and the "Champ" is duly 
appreciative of the ·time, advice, and 
constructive criticism that Ray donat
ed on his behalf. 

The ramp planking, found to be 
warped in the r ecent heat wave, was 
completely resurfaced with water
proof plywood. The entire 700 feet of 
track was flushed and sanded. This 
year, the judge's stand bridged the 
finish and it was connected by army 
telephone and wireless communica
tions to the top of the starting ramp. 

Nine racers were lined for the start 
at the top of the ramp a:t all times 
to facilitate smoothness and speed of 
program operation. 

A staff of six expert technicians 
and mechanics manned the service pit 
in readiness to overhaul or repair 
damaged racers. The City Ambulance 
and the St. Catharines St. John Am
bulance Brigade were in attendance. 
Two public address systems were in 
constant use: one, used by Rex Stim
ers of radio station CKTB to inform 
the huge crowd of program detail and 
the other by derby officials to page 
the competitors. 

From 4.30 to 6.00 p.m. Rex broad
cast the results of the final heats 
and the championship event. 

A large measure of the credit for 
the success of the meet must go to 
the Derby Counsellors; those men 
who, during the long weeks of pre
paration, acted in an advisory and 
supervisory capacity when the boys 
were building their cars to racing 
s pecifications. 

The McKinnon men who acted as 
Derby Counsellors were: Jim Delgaty, 
Doug Nasmith, J ohnny Sciamonte, 
Meredith Nelson, Elwood Schrum, 
Harding Cambray, Don Coley, Ray 
Lambert, Bob Reid and Vic Molnar. 

Tue M010nnon People 

INNOVATION INSTRUCTION 

• Eve's Method of Artificial Resuscitation is demonstrated by Jack 
Hatoski, Emile Rooney (patient) and Smith O'Brien lo Scouts 
of the 3rd W estm inster Troop . Jack Collins, Divisional Superin
tend e nt, ex pla ins the ball-bearing rocker fixture, a McKinnon 

• Harry MacPherson , Bill Jones and Harold Perkins ( patient) 
instruct Westminster Scouts in the correct treatment of a frac
tured leg . Dr. Bell, Bob Haun , officer in charge of Boy Scout 
St. John Ambulance training, and Jack Collins, supervise the 
lesson . innovation, to Dr. W . J . Bell , Provincial Commissioner (R.). 

The McKinnon Industries 
Ambulance Division 
No. 109 

Registration of " The McKinnon In
dustries Ambulance Division No. 109" 
was sanctioned by the Chief Commis
sioner of the Brigade overseas in St. 
John's Gate, London, England, on 
April 21, 1941. 

The present strength of the .J?ivi~
ion is 28 - all ranks. Jack Colhns 1s 
Div isional Superintendent; Dr. Lloyd 
Werden, Divisional urgeon; Robert 
Haun and Frank McKenna, Ambu
lance Officers; Reg Ea ton is Divjs
ional Secretary. 

The duties of the Division are of 
a wide and varied nature. Its membet:s 
assist the Plant Physician and Medi
cal Department in the handling of 
injury or sudden illness in the Plant. 
The Division is cal led upon to stand 
by, ready for any emerg~ncy, at 
various sporting events. Service clu~s, 
staging their carnivals or community 
projects at which large crowds gather, 
request continuously, the attendanc_e 
of these expert first aid men. Invar1-
ablv such requests are granted. The 
manning of the Field Hospital of the 
1948 International Veterans Peace 
Encampment at Fort Erie for one full 
dav of the tremendous 4-da)'. 1;n_cam1?· 
ment by the McKinnon D1v.151on IS 
typical of this phase of t~e1r ')'O_rk. 

During -the war years the_1r tra1mng 
of A.RP. personnel was highly com· 
mended. In addition, they trained 90 
women in home nursing and this 
group was always on call when neces· 
sary. 
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Today, they direct their training 
programs to youth. Boy Scout Troops, 
Cadet Corps and Girl Guide Associa
tions have all benefitted by the Divis
ion's first aid courses. 

Many honours have been acquired 
by the Division. Its files are filled 
with letters of appreciation acknowl
edging their services to individuals 
and public. 

The Order of St. John was founded 
more than eight centuries ago at t~e 
time of the First Crusade. It 1s 
recorded that the Knights of the 
Order of St. John "defended, the 

Christian faith" and "maintained a 
hospice for the sick and wounded, in 
which house the Crusaders were ex
tended ~sistance and mercy." No 
order of chivalry ever surpassed 
the Order of St. John; theirs is a 
glorious record of courage, charity 
and self-sacrifice. 

Efficiently, courageously and un
selfishly, the McKinnon Industries 
Ambulance Division o. 109, St. John 
Ambulance Brigade - modern coun
terpart of the ancient Order -
sustains the age-old motto: "Pro 
utilitate hominum - for the good of 
humanity!" 

INSPECTION 

~ . I d th McK innon Industries Ambulance 
• Jack Collins, Officer Commanding lnspecl,on , e~ .s e t' f the St John Ambulance 

Division No . 109 in the march pa 5t at th he ann~a ~tpdc ~:: :s Dr. w." J. Bell, Provincial 
Brigade. District and Corps Off.cers are s own 1n a en a 
Comm issioner ( R.) lakes the salute. 

The McKinnon People 
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Every once in a while the spirit of 
ad,•enture crops up. This time the bug 
bit )lary ;'l!arten of our nursing staff, 
and she and her friend Catharine Ball 
have left on a six months' trip to 
England, Scotland, and possibly Eu
rope. At the moment Mary and Ca~h
arine, having purchased super Enghsh 
bicycles are roaming around Scotland, 
having toured most of England as 
well. Both of these countries are well 
known for their picturesqueness, and 
the many hostels stationed through
out these countries make it compar
atively easv to cycle their length and 
breadth . .· . To take Mary Marten's 
place we have a newcomer to our 
country. )larion Reid arrived in Can
ada from Glasgow, Scotland, on 
April 1st, flying from Prestwick to 
Iceland and on to Malton in 13 hours. 
Marion first had a look at Guelph, 
Brantford and Toronto before coming 
to St. Catharines to see her brother. 
St. Catharines and the Niagara Pen
insula took Marion's fancy, and as a 
result we have the pleasure of her 
company in our First Aid Depart
ment. 

For four years during the war 
Marion was in India with the Queen 
Alexander's Imperial Military urs
ing Senice, attached to the British 
Army as a lieutenant. During the lat
ter part of the war the Nursing 
Sisters took care of the patients in 
the Indian Army, a task completely 
to their liking. 

Travelling by boat to India around 
the Cape, with a stop off of about a 
month in Africa, it was a welcome 
sight to see the shores of Durban and 
hear the prima donna singing to them 
as their boat approached the shores 
of India after a three months' journey 
from England. With conditions in 
India so vastly different from her 
na~ive Scotland Marion thoroughly 
en;oyed her stay in India, learning 
the language and customs of the 
country. 

Stationed in many parts Marion had 
an opportunity to visit the native 
Zulus in their habitats, true pictures 
of which have been shown many 
times on the screen. Contrary to be
lief, Marion says the Zulu women 
have beautiful figures, more so in the 
younger girls than any others she has 
ever seen. 

"Not till you have seen an Indian 
sunrise and sunset have you really 
seen beauty," says Marion. "They are 
without a doubt the most fascinating 
m the world." 
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• Wherever there's music there 's always young people rar(ng to go, and , the Easter Ba!l 
was no exception. Hold at the Club Henley for the salaried staff and friends, tho affaor 
was a gala occasion . 

• Bruce Anthony is a little bewildered by this bevy of beautiful maidens clamouring for 
their favourite numbers, and by the look of things either Evelyn Riddle or Ph yllis Gregory 
are about to win out. Interested in the selection is (I. lo r.) Diane Merritt, Stella 
Kottick, Betty Hopgood, Evelyn Riddle , Phyllis Gregory , Mary Jane Nickerson , Mary 
Barich and Dorothy Watkinson. 

• Talin~ lime out from the ~•nee floo r th e photographer caught th is gro up of girls having 
• c~,n w•~- (1. lo r. ) Hil,da Orsborn , Shee na Hill , Audrey Cambray , Lillian Lohnes, 
Hamel Ch,nl,und : Ev~ly~ 0 Donn ell, with Audrey Crabtree, Dia ne Merrill, a gu est, and 
~•rn Quinlan s wife s,tt, n_g on th e opposite sid e of tho table. Looks as though the boys 
,n the background are doing a bit of eavesdro ppin g . 

Another phase of Indian life which 
Marion got a bang out of was the 
Indian bazaars. Usually held in the 
streets of the poorer sections, the 
merchants display their wares, any
thing from soup to nuts, in stalls or 
on t he streets -themselves. But the 
intriguing part of these bazaars is 
the constant bargaining accompany
ing every sale. Marion didn't say 
whether she took an actual part in 
any bargaining, but being a woman 
it would certainly be strange if she 
didn'-t. 

A very warm welcome, Marion, to 
our country, to St. Catharines and to 
McKinnons, and a hope that your 
stay here will be a long and happy 
one. 
. . . Can anyone tell Mrs. Schiller, 
our switchboard operator what de
partment in the plant is the Mater
nity Dept? She was a little nonplus
sed t he other day when a woman 
insisted on being connected with the 
Maternity Dept. Pearl says she's had 
everything now . . . Another plant 
romance has culminated in the mar
riage of Margaret Rose (Plant Eng.) 
to Stan mith (Dept. 84). Congratu
lations and best wishes to you both. 
. .. Best wishes are also in order to 
Helen DeMar (Tabulating) who is 
to be married on Jul y 30th; also to 
June Lauder who became Mrs. 
Strachan in June and to Beryl l\Iiller 
who chose the glorious Fourth of 
July to become Mrs. Haggarty in 
Brockvi\le where she will make her 
home . . . Qu ite a number of new 
girls have appeared in our plant dur
ing the past few months, amongst 
whom are: Diane Gayder (Accts. R & 
P) who was instrumental a f~w years 
back in getting a team of girls row
ing on the Henley Co~rs~; Anne 
Chi holm whose home 1s ID ova 

cotia and Ruth Ebert, both in the 
Factory Accounting; Bett r ~Villiams, 
Pur. Dept.; E lea nor Curne m Shpg. 
and Scheduling, taking over . from 
Beryl Miller· i\larjory Lawless ID the 
Plant Eng. ' supplying until Betty 
Crai g returned from a sudden appen
dectomy, and Verna Grahan w~o re
placed Irene Argen t Brown in the 
same department; Conni~ Cla!k 
(Compt.) who is pinch _hitting while 
Beth Onions helps out ID the Salary 
Payroll, pending the ret~rn of Marg 
Bell from sick leave; E laine Kmgh_orn 
from Fort Erie who replaced Hilda 
Filko in the First Aid who left to 
take up family responsibilities; Pa ~
ricia . awbridge, Sandra Cooke, Dons 
Trussler, Edith Whyte, Grace Max_
well Annabe ll orbelt, i\lary Holyk. 
J( ati,l een Jones, and Nellie Green who 
are newcomers lo Department 61; 
Davina Gray, Helen Fast, and Irma 
Epp the new trio of Dept. 3.l; Mary 
Ha ndley, and Marie G~ugh 111 Dep~. 
55· and Dorothy Honsm ger. Mart_ha 
R; clpath. Hild a E nglish, 1\larguer_,t~ 
Gunn who are in various rnspectio 
posts throughout th~ plant; Dolores 
Burke in Commercial Motors and 
Elsie Poulou ki in the Snack Bars. 

The Mc.Kinnon People 

Fo_r the past two years we have had a branch plant in Parry Sound to help 
out w,th the heavy volume on commercial motors. The opening of this plant 
w~s necessary due to the tremendous backlog of orders after the war, coupled 
w,th the fact that we were trying to expand our production. Now that the 
facilities in St. Catharines have been built up to a point where we are able 
to handle the full capacity, the business at the Parry Sound plant is being 
wound up. In the not too distant future , those of the branch s employees as 
may wish to do so, will be transferred to St. Catharines. Some of these may 
be those pictured in the following snapshots taken during the winter and 
spring seasons. 

• Spring wa s in the air wh en 
(1. lo r.) Erma Adams, Shirley 
Campbell, Marie Mahaffy and 
Kay Campbell posed in front 
of the plant for this shot. 

• Bruce Morrice, the resident manager, 
John Heap now back in St. Catharine, , 
and G eorge Fudgor needed coaxing for 
th is one, but here they are-the laughing 
trio. 

• With tem peratures hitting "'"" 
below the iero ma rk Rach el Le
blanc believes in being cozy so 
she can enjoy the winter 
sports. 

• Rose Brunatti finds the falls 
behind her an ideal spot for 
rela1ation with the spring wat• 
ers rushing madly over the 
rocks of the cana l. 

• "Don 't put me amongst the g irls," says 
Ernie Cameron as the camera clicked. 
Eviden tly Joy Garson, Joan Langford , 
Yvette S. P. Inge and Rita Lawson got 
a kick out of his d iscomfiture. 

• Saturdays and Sund4ys are fu
1
n 

days in the country for sports 
enthusiasts Rose Brunatti and 
Jean Broadley. Are they trying 
lo l id us as to how fast they 
can ski down the hill? 
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The Macettes are playing a snappy 
brand of ball that should get them a 
long way on the road to the P.W.S.U. 
Junior Championship. 

B Y BERN QUINLAN 

McKinnon Macs Leading 
City League 

The McKinnon Macs under the cap
able guidance of coach Roy Leppard 
and manager Bob Bolan have held the 
top spot in the City League practic
ally all season having won 12 games 
and lost one. The first game of the 
schedule was the one that spoiled a 
perfect record, constituting a loss to 
Don Coley's Lightning Fastener 
squad by the round score of 14-6. 

Macs' widest margin of victory for 
the season to date was their 23-6 
decision over Thompson Tee Pees. 

Tiny Storin, Sam Warner and Don 
Lounsbury lead in the home run de
partment with 7 four-baggers apiece. 
Don Lounsbury also leads the team 
in batting with an average of .491. 

We have a few new faces on the 
team this year, but many of them 
are the perennials of other years, who 
still prove that they are among the 
best in the game. 

Macs play their remaining league 
game against Garden City at ew 
Park July 21st. They go into t he 
Championship O.A.S.A. play-offs the 
first week of the holidays. 

Fans attending these games will 
see softball at its best as the Mc
Kinnon Macs make their bid for the 
Championship. 

Merry Macs Go 
Senior 

The Merry Macs are the first Nia
gara District Club to venture into 
senior P.W.S.U. competition in a 
great many years. From the way the 
team is rounding into form they 
should be real contenders when the 
play-offs are reached. 

_Th E;i r only loss in seven Niagara 
District starts was a 7-6 defeat in 
12 innings by iagara Falls Dales. 
They suffered two early season de
f1:ats 12-7 and 3-0 by a combined 
S)~C!)e-Brantford Burtol clubs in ex
h1b1hon games, currently knocking 
off such clubs as Detroit and Flint. 

The Merry Macs dropped a close 
4-3 decision in Rochester to Russers 
t~e Western ew York Senior Cham: 
p1ons who played in the world tourna
ment at Portland, Oregon, last year. 

The result of the return game 
played at Old Guard Park, Saturday: 
July 16th: Merry Macs 7; Russers 6. 

To _date Merry Macs have a nice 
9-4 wm over Sherrins leading Toron
to Be'.'-ch League Senior Club and a 
7-~ ,~·m ov_er the Netkins, Hamilton 
D1stnct winners. A good deal of 
credit for the present high standing 
goes to Velma (Cost Dept.) Cole for 
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her rapid development as a capable 
pitcher; Mary (Comm. Motors) 
Luchkewich whose hitting is only 
out-shone by her base stealing and 
to the steady hitting of Sheila (Pay 
Office) Hardy, who gained early ex
perience with Macettes Juniors , and 
Lightning Fastener Intermediates. 

Watch the Bulletin Board for spec
ial announcements of outstanding 
future games. 

McKinnon Macettes 
The Macettes, our Junior Girls' 

ball team, have racked up 10 wins 
~o 4 defeats this season and presently 
nold 2nd place in •the City and Dis
trict League. 

Whlle they find the opposition a 
little tougher this year, both manager 
Bert Gaines and coach Al Locke say 
they will ~vin the Zonta Trophy, and 
go well mto the Provincial play
downs. For opposition they have the 
powerful Merritton Junior Ladies 
Port Dalhousie Lionettes and Wei: 
land. 

Annual All-Star 
Softball Game 

President Milt Hart, Dept. 49, and 
Secretary LeRoy Pickard, Pay Office, 
executives of the St. Catharines Soft
ball League, draw our attention to 
-the annual All Star floodlight game 
to be played at Teepee Park on Fri
day, July 22, 1949 at 8.30 p.m. This 
game features a team composed of 
players selected by the fans, the 
opposition to be a top notch club of 
the district (as yet unnamed). The 
entire proceeds of this a:ttraction will 
be used to establish a fund to help 
defray medical expenses of any in
jured players in the league. Our own 
McKinnon Club will probably be well 
represented on the All-Star team. 
Here is an opportunity to see an ex
ceptionally good ball game while 
donating the purchase price of a 
ticket -to such a deserving fund. There 
,viii be an advance sale of tickets and 
some lucky fan will take home the 
grand prize. 

THE McKINNON MACS 

o Interme diate " A " softball co nten d ers th e Mc Ki M b 
Leppord (cooch) Neil Jodson M '1 P k nnon ocs, ock row , left lo right : Roy 
Wor~er, Bill Ku,;luk, Bill Horhoio (boi::~:~h) JBhb ~';"'"d( ion, Don Lounsbury, Som 
to r!ght ,_ Red Ph illips , Don Benn ett , John Sciom,ont: Jo •~h·b•dnoger) . I Front row, l~ft 
Stori n, Jim Messer, Ed Parker. ' o e I a ea u, A !en Locke, Tiny 

The McKinnon People 

JUST BEFORE THE BATTLE f?r the top spot honours at -termina
tior:i of an eight-week schedule. Indi
c:i~ve _of the keenness of the compe
tition 1s the fact that every team in 
th1: league has been defeated at least 
tw1ce, while there is no team that has 
not won at least one game. All nine 
teams are smartly togged in new 
softball sweaters in the colours of 
their own choice, and a great many 
fayoura~le comments have reached 
this office concerning the improve
ment made in dressing up our league. 

Leading run scorer to date is Ivan 
~aye, superintendent of Bearing Div
s1on and currently playing with Cec 
C~urch's Westside Foreman entry 
with 19 runs. Don Alguire of Delco 
and Claire Kindree, playing manager 
of the highly touted Dept. 89 squad 
hav~ crossed the home plate seven
teen times, while Howard Daniels of 
Laboratory holds fourth honours in 
this respect with fourteen runs. 

'" Coli~ Grahom swin~s two b_ats os he harangues his teom in a pre-gome pep tolk Did 
all right, too. McKinnon office out-played Sunshine Da iry 15-13 in the ensuing struggle. 

At completion of the schedule on 
July 15, statistician Ken Knight 
shows three teams entrenched in the 
lead position, Dept. 89, Laboratory, 
af!d Toolroom on the strength of six 
wrns and two losses. Foundry is firm
ly entrenched in fourth place, with 
5 wins and three losses, while West
side Foremen and Office are tied for 
the fifth bracket with 4 and 4 in the 
win and loss column. This remarkable 
team standing gives some idea of the 
keenness of competition in this league. 

Industrial Lawn 
Bowling League 

Six games have been played out of 
the schedule of eleven games. These 
games are schduled for Wednesday 
nights at 7.30 p.m. at the Grace Lawn 
Bowling Club. 

To date, the McKinnon team have 
won 4 and lost 2 games. 

The McKinnon team, skipped by 
George Cromb, Dept. 82 Machine Re
pair, consists entir ely of McKinnon 
employees who are members of both 
Grace and St. Catharines Lawn Bowl
ing Clubs. Team personnel is: George 
Cromb, skip; Bill Race, Stu Smiley, 
Norm Kali s, Owen Culp, Jim Bowers, 
John Hourston and orm Coleman. 

This is the first year the McKinnon 
Athletic Association has sponsored a 
rink in lawn bowling and it is hoped 
that next season this activity will be 
expanded and encouraged to the point 
where McKinnons will have several 
rinks in the local industrial league. 

Any employees interested in this 
sport may obtain information from 
the present team personnel or at the 
Personnel Office. 

Shop League Softba ll 
Enjoying Successful Season 

Softball e nthusiasts are currently 
slugging their way through one of 
the most successfu l seasons of shop 
league softball in the history of -the 
league. ine teams have been bat
tling tooth and nail for the six play
off positions, with three teams tied 
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SAFE ON THIRD 

• Mal Peacock, McKinnon Macs ' first baseman , slides safely into third base as coach Roy 
Leppord looks on approvingly ond Umpire Cospor Moorod ion coils the ploy. Podord's 
Tubby Mortin holds the boll thot got there loo lote. Finol score: McKinnon Moes 11; 

Podord I 0. 
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McKINNON HEADLINERS 

Presenting some of our McKinnon 
currently featured in the sport news: 

Baseball - Bill Chyplik, right fielder, Dominic Senese, 
pitcher, and Harry Argent, property man
ager and vice-president of the Niagara 
District Senior Baseball Association, mem
bers of the St. Catharines Stags who lead 
the Senior Niagara District Baseball League. 

Boxing - Amos Dorsey, Olympic Trials finalist , Niagara 
District and Ontario Amateur heavyweight 
champion. Boxing now under the St. Cath
arines Legion A.C. sponsorship, Amos also 
trains the entire Legion Boxing Club. 

Lacrosse - Ken Croft and Vern Whitely who play for
ward and defense, respectively, with the St. 
Catharines Senior Athletics. Both have 
played on a Mann Cup Championship team 
and each is starring again this season. 
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