


Thr Qhildrcn's Frsti\1al 
F,lHRJSD\AS DAY has been from time im
'l.,{ memorial the children's festival, and we 
can rejoice that the shadow which fell upon 
the world more than four years ago cannot 
darken the dav for our children. Those young 
enough to sa~•or its full enjoyment are still 
too young, in Canada at lea~t, to understand 
the significance of war. So 1t comes to them 
with its perennial freshness and goodness and 
they will enjoy it as did their _par~nts when 
they too were little boys and girls m days of 
peace. It seems to us that for a child Christmas 
even surpasses its own birthday, which other
wise the child is prone to regard as the most 
important event of the year. This is because 
the jollity of Christmas obviously affects all 
children while a child's birthday, it learns 
only too soon, is of importance to the child 
alone, and fails to involve the family generally 
except, perhaps, in a ,·ery absent-minded and 
perfunctory manner. 

God forgive us if we should seek to introduce 
a solemn moral on such an occasion of inno
cent happiness, but it does seem to us that 
since the character of a child is formed much 
earlier than we used to think, a nd indeed is 
being pushed steadily back toward the cradle 
by the psychologists, there is a habit whose 
birth the day might well celebrate. In the 
matter of giving, a child if it grows into man
hood will learn the truth of the saying, that 
it is better to give than to receive. So far 
as most children are concerned, and certa inly 
so far as we were concerned, when Christmas 
was an exciting occasion for us, it is the clay 
when gifts are supposed to be showered upon 
us. If thev are not whv it is not Christmas 
at all, but }ust another day and an especially 
disappointing one, which, we hope, no child 
who may hear something of what we are 
saying will ever experience. But still we think 
a child could hardly learn too early that the 
joys of the day are <loubled if pleasures and 
presents are shared. We like to think that 
at this season Canada is filled with children 

who are planning how they may bring happi
ness to other children, perhaps not so well 
placed as themselves, and apt indeed to miss 
a good deal of the fun if others of their own 
age do not have them in their thoughts. 

To us the happiest conspiracy that ever 
the human race entered into, or at least the 
best part of the human race, namely the part 
that a lways associates Santa Claus with 
Christmas, was the maintenance of the fiction 
of the reindeers, the portly, white-whiskered 
figure with the beard and the sack which some
how or ot h er he gets down the smallest 
chimneys. It is one renewed from generation 
to generation, and is surely as permanent a 
legend as we shall ever expect. \Ve have 
noted in our own children, when first they 
suspected that after all father and mother 
were dual Santa Clauses, and later understood 
the pious fraud of which they had been the 
delighted victims, no sense of disappointment. 
For most chjldren, we think, the realization 
comes very gradually indeed. At least in our own 
familv we saw no shock of surprise an<l dis
illusi~nmen(, still less a sense of base betrayal. 

On the contrary, they were always eager to 
keep up the ficlion, and we think that it must 
be true with most children that they know 
all about Santa Claus for perhaps a Chri (mas 
or two before they admit that they have 
reached the sad yea rs of maturity and cheer
less wisdom. We think it rather a pity that 
when we grow old enough to understand the 
facl of life as applied to Santa Claus, there 
is not another legend an<l a nother after that 
which we could cherish and find one al least 
that would last us lo the end of our davs. If 
these legends, which we now call upon' more 
fertile-minded to create for us, did us no more 
harm than the legend of Santa Claus they 
would bless us indeed, and perhaps provide 
us with a kind of rationed happiness that 
would recall a( the appropriate occasions the 
joys we felt as children at Christmas and 
have never felt since. 
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Dreamworld of Christmas 
This story goes way-way back to 

when you were a very very little 
fella-away back to when Christmas 
was the day of all days-back when 
you really believed in Santa Claus 
and when you had no doubt whatever 
that he could carry that great big 
pack down the slimmest of chimneys. 
When you never doubted his team of 
reindeers could annihilate time and 
space and be all over the world at 
once-while you were far away jn the 
land of Nod and the sandman's quiet 
steps had filled your heart with the 
sweet dreams that only childhood 
knows. And then! Then in the 
morning you wakened to another 
dream world, and confirmed that 
Santa really had been here by the 
stocking packed with treasures so 
cheap to buy and yet so passionately 
precious to your childish heart. 

o, as the story tellers say, on 
Monday the 20th McKinnons was host 
to over 2000 McKinnon Children at a 
party fo the Collegiate Institute. 
Santa Claus was there in person. So 
was Punch and Judy. And a magici
an. And Clowns and a clown cop 
with a lot of comic antics. And every 
youngster received a generous Christ
mas gift bag. 

Lucky for all youngsters that Can
ada is still unravaged by war and 
that Christmas can be celebrated as 
it should be! 

The Telephone is 3849 
Don't think of carving up that 

Christmas bird until you have first 
thought a little about all the chaps 
who are going to have a bleak Christ
mas di11J1er in barracks. That is no 
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reflection on barracks, or on army 
Christmas dinners: in the nature of 
things they can't be quite as cheerful 
as home. 

The idea is quite simple. How 
about sharing your festive board with 
a soldier or airman or sailor? There's 
thousands of them who'd appreciate 
a decent Christmas dinner and a 
little touch of home atmosphere and 
perhaps a sniff at the punch bowl. 

Here·s how to get one. Just tele
phone 3849 (Active Service Canteen) 
pr the chief personnel officer at any 
military depot or air station or naval 
post, and say how many lads you'd 
like to entertain. They'll be rjght 
along. And they'll be appreciative. 
Y ou'II enjoy that special warm 
glow inside that comes of doing your 
boyscout good deed on Christmas day. 

Suggestion Plan 
The Suggestion Plan proved to be 

Santa Claus in disguise for more than 
30 employees, when awards totalling 
nearly $900 were paid. One lad who 
won't have to dream of a white 
Christmas is Stewart "Baldy" Moore 
of department 38 who headed the list 

Christmaa offer• mt a moat u,ela 
come opportunity to record my 
appreciation of th, 101101, unulfuh 
aervice and htartu coo~ration I have 
enjoyed from tver11 McKinnon rm~ 
ploye, throughout th, pall 11,ar. A 
i•ery /llerry Chrillmcu and a Happy 
ProtJperoua Ntw Year to uouratlvH 
and your familir.. 

Let ua at.a. in pattdng, rtmembtr 
that OL'f!T ltctfoe hundrtd .ftt:Kinnon 
employee• in the adit'e atrvict lorcta 
are /Jpending Chri,tmaa far from homt 
and fireaide, fighting to prtaerve thr 
thing• that Christmas stand• for in 
this gracious land. kt ua hope that 
llii• will be the /a.,I Chrislma., the 
u,ar uiill kerp thrm away from u11. 

of winners with an award of $406.00. 
"Baldy" submitted a fixture by 
means of which diamond wheels could 
be lapped by machine instead of the 
former hand-lapping method. This 
new method of lapping resulted in 
almost doubling the life of diamond 
wheel . Manufacturers of grinding 
wheels have displayed considerable in
terest in this suggestion. ext high-

est award went to John Cavill of the 
Electrical department. He received 
~200.00 for suggesting a device for 
us~ on cylinder grinders which would 
prevent an operator from removing a 
part from the machine until the wheel 
had been moved away from the work. 
This idea, developed and improved by 
the Tool Design department, elimin
ated the safety hazard involved where 
an operator might, without thinking, 
try to put a work piece into the 
machine without backing off the 
grinding wheel. An award of $50.00 
went to Jim Reid, of Office Purchas
ing, for suggesting that plate-mount
ed silicon carbide grinding wheels be 
used rather than cup wheels. Two 
awards totalling $17.75 were paid 
Alton Hirst, a newcomer to our Gen
eral Accounting department, for his 
two suggestions to simplify account
ing practice. Alton's suggestions 
further demonstrate that ideas per
taining to improving office efficiency 
are sought after just as much as 
those dealing with plant production. 

Award Winners 
Stewart Moore 38 
John Cavill 28 
James Reid Office 
Alton Hirst Office (2) 
Horace Allan 62 
Russell Smith 62 
Richard Boardman 83 
R. J. Delgaty 39 
Bertram Gaines 38 
Joe Gorchynski 68 
Gord Cain 82 
Alfred Miles 28 
Meredith Nelson 63 
J as Poul ton 62 
Wm. Twaddle 50 
Gordon Boyle 23 
John Cameron 37 
R. E. Davies 37 
A. G. Denman 639 
Chas. Dick 50 
John Hourston 50 
Fred Jeffrey 50 
J. R. Newton 83 
H. H. Rodgers 83 
Ro s hort 28 
\\"alter Theobald 
Peter ahagian 
Harold immons 37 
Farrell innett 50 
Richard Kormysh 23 
Peter Reimer 23 
Bill Ford 23 

$406.00 
200.00 

50.00 
17.75 
15.00 
15.00 
15.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
2.50 
2.50 
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Once Over Lightly 
- B11 -

A mistake in the Victory Loan tabulations aroused the 
ire of GORDON MACAULAY, Electrical superintendent. 
Official figures showed Gord's department reaching only 
95.1 % of its quota, when actually, the electrical boys 
exceeded their quota by several hundred dollars - - 106% 
overall. It's things like this that make our face red . ... 
FRED BROOKSON, department 42's night boss acquired 
the new title of "parcel packin' poppa" . . . . Stoker 
JACK WILSON, formerly of 68 Tool Room, dropped in 
on one of his last leaves to let us know that he hasn't 
missed an issue of the "Doings" yet. Right now Jack 
is stationed at Sydney, N.S. . . . . Maybe Gun 
Plant's HARV HINGSTON could inform neighbour, 
JACK DEMPSEY, when the large labels first started to 
appear on those hotel glasses. Let him in on it, Harvey 

. . . . One of our latest proud poppas, BILL 
WINTEMUTE, of Engineering, complains that the toler
ance on hole size for baby bottle nipples is closer than 
that held on some of our manufactured parts. 

These famous last words were quoted by Delco's "TINY" 
STORIN - - "Honest, fellows, it's on the level!" - - as 
the winning ticket, held by cousin HOWARD STORIN, 
was drawn out of the hat in a recent prize draw con
ducted by - - you guessed it - - "Tiny." . . . . The 
palm for the season's best hunting story goes to SAMMY 
PARKER of Tool Room 83. Even his partners on the ex
pedition, CLAY BA TTRAM and BERT CROTTY, remain
ed mum and let Sammy act as official spokesman . . . 
Firm believers in getting away to an early start, the Mc
Kinnon Entertainers have begun rehearsals for the 1944 
show, scheduled to be staged in March, a month earlier 
than usual. Chairman JIM CAMPBELL, and Musical 
Director GEORGE MOOREHOUSE have the welcome 
mat out for all talented and interested candidates . . . 
Back in action again, after a somewhat subdued sum
mer, is department 35's CHARLES "WINDY" NA YLER, 
who has taken over his duties as manager of the Gear 
entry in the inter department hockey league. Windy 
celebrated his return with a fancy win over the champion 
Tool Room sextet and claims his lads are headed for a 
rea l season. Remember last year, Charles! 

Now that the pencil sharpener has been installed in its 
new location in the new Foundry Office, WALTER 
KALLS is elated since he doesn't have to stand on a 
chair to sharpen his pencil . . . . . Time must hang 
heavy on the hands of JACK OSBORNE. department 
62, since the Merry Macs' softball team finally ceased 
activities for the year . . . . Another rattling, good 
bowling score for a single game was hung up by SAM 
RUSSO, of the Gun Plant. Sam blames his 98 total on 
the safety shoes and the hot water bottle he toted . . . 
STINSON BECKETT, Tool Room 83, is looking for an 
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escort to accompany him when he goes out with the 
baby ~uggy. Sti_ns figures another hand might help him 
keep ,t on the sidewalk . . . . The lads in the 
Foundry are to be commended for their action in 
collecting $150 for RON NICHOLSON when his home 
was destroyed by fire recently . . . Heading the 
list of dark horses in the Dwarf Village mayoralty race 
is none other than that glamor boy, ARTHUR WILLIAM 
"DUCKY" SWITZER. Those in the know claim he's 
a shoo in . . . . It must be that "wants to make 
you jump" music that causes Gun Plant's JIMMIE Mc
QUEEN to hurdle all those ditches. Take it easy, Jim, 
wooden legs are tough to get . . . . Probably no
body in the plant was any more shocked and disap
pointed than Delco's NORM CROWLEY, when his 
football pets, "The Fighting Irish" of Notre Dame 
suffered their only defeat at the hands of Great Lakes. 
Whereupon he took the pledge. 

We've come to the conclusion that the most "enter
tainingest" crowd in the plant is the Electrical gang. 
Their annual venison supper was held early this month. 
Festivities got under way at the local bowling alleys, 
a#er which all travelled to ART FLEURY'S home where 
the boys laid into the venison, prepared by their ladies 
auxiliary and served by waiters, ERIC LONGHURST and 
the guy who supplied the venison, JACK PALLISTER. 
Some of the highlights of the evening were: BILL COOK 
being informed, in no uncertain terms, that he had no 
right keeping any woman waiting on a corner for two 
hours . . . . JACK WATSON presenting the bowl
ing awards, especially to ST AN RICKERS who ·1ust 
nosed out JACK CAVILL by one point for the ow 
score . . . . The unlucky chair used at the poker 
game by two of the above mentioned and EARL Mc
NEIL, each of whom paid dearly for the experience and 
departed from the game a wiser man . . . . Among 
the visitors to the gathering were three electrical 
alumni, ED McKIM, now in the Navy; TOM FORGIE, 
now with the Buffalo hockey team and AL JONES, cur
rently working for the Army . . . . The only one 
reported to have won himself a place in the doghouse 
was DON KALLS, who just nosed out the milkman. You 
can't beat fun! 

Some of the lads in the Delco have made out their 
Christmas list already. Here's hoping that the old boy 
with the whiskers will be able to look a#er them. Here's 
just a sample of the co-operation the boys are offering 
the old gent. All JOHN McGUGGAN is asking for is 
b dozen a month - and he's getting plenty of support 
from the following members who would appreciate the 
same donation : JOE WELSH, REG SMITH, BEN 
THUSUSKA, TONY LOOSEMORE, FRED BAKER, ALEX 
McFARLANE, GEORGE ARNOTT, and POLLY La
CHANSE . . . . Another sure sign of Christmas 
is WILLARD SHEEHAN getting peeved at all his friends 
and relatives and staying that way until a#er New 
Years . . . . It looks like open house at the home 
of "SPUD" INGLIS this Yuletide, according to all re
ports . . . . We'll bow out for for this season ".'ishing 
everybody the very whitest of Christmases and brightest 
of New Years. 

5 



I 

Pictures on this page illustrate the making of a product 
more exacting to produce than any other Delco product. 

Parts are so delicate all machining operations partake of 
jewellers' methods and procedures. Much smaller than merely 
minute-parts are microscopic. This is especially true of the 
bearings turned on the jeweller's lathe shown at top: when these 
are completed they are not inspected-they are "microscopically 
observed!" 

Inserting thirty six coils of wire which, with insulation 
is much finer than human hair, is a trick that requires deftness 
to the nth degree. 

Then there's the business of static balancing the rotor. 
This balancing is performed on perfectly level and true knife 
edges. Excess weight is removed by drilling tiny particles of 
metal until the rotor will remain stationary in any position in 
which it stops. 

Finally-the parts in this entire operation are so delicate 
that all work is performed in specially cleansed air under con
trolled conditions. Every worker must wear a white broadcloth 
smock to avoid lint getting into the mechanism. Manufacture of 
this item of war material prompted the making of one of the 
smallest washing machines in existence. Parts are washed be
fore assembly, in four different chemical so lutions agitated hy a 
flea-power washer shown at left centre. · 

Overseas Cigarette Fund 
Proceeds of McKinnon Athletic 

Association social function s, such as 
dances, the recent Millionaires' Night 
and most other AA functions are ear
mar ked for the McKinnon Overseas 
Cigarette Fund, president Cecil 
Church announced this month. Names 
of course, are on file with the circu
lation department of McKinnon "Do
ings" which has been compiling the 
list for some time wHh a view tc 
eventual use in a McKinnon War 
Service Honour Roll. 

Some names, however, due to 
changes of address and rank and 
shifts from one unit to another are 
still missing. Relatives and friends 
are urged to send the most recent 
addresses of ALL overseas McKinnon 
employees to Lynne Howard in care 
of "Doings". 

Christmas Dance 
The Christmas Dance held by the 

Merry MacKs at the Leonard Hotel 
on Friday, December 17, catered to 
an exceptionally good crowd. This 
was the first official function of the 
Merry MacKs as a unit of the Ath
letic Association and its outstanding 
success reflects much credit on the 
girls. Music was furnished by Craig 
Lindsay and his orchestra. 

Merry MacKs Feted 
Fitting tribute was paid the Merry 

MacKs softball team at a banquet 
held in their honour at the Leonard 
Hotel on \\ ednesday, November 24. 
The girls celebrated the closing of a 
season which saw them capture three 
titles; the City championship; the 
Industt·ial title and the Niagara Dis
trict championship. 

President Cecil Church of the Mc
Kinnon Athletic Association, was 
chairman of the vening. Har ry 
Fernay, past president of the Associ
ation, in his opening remarks, con
gratulated the girls on their splendid 
record during the season. Presenta
tion of crests, emblematic of the In
dustrial championship, was made by 
James Darling, president of the 
league, to Vicki Stellar, voted most 
valuable playe1· on the t am. aptain 
Julie Rowdon accepted the Niagarn 
District championship crests from 
Coach "Ducky" Switzer and, in turn, 
on behalf of all the girls, presented 

Coach Switzer and Manager Fred 
Leaman with signet rings. 

The guest speaker of the evening 
was Russell Johnston, probably Can
ada's foremost softball pitcher. In
troduced by Cliff Rodgers, Sports 
Convenor, Russ related many varied 
and interesting experiences in his 
softball cat·eer. Anna Rome thanked 
the speaker. 

Immediately following the banquet, 
the girls were guests of the Associa
tion at the senior hockey game. 

Millionaires Night 
The first Millionaires ight held at 

Leonard Hotel, on December 2, proved 
to be one of the most popular even
ings of entertainment yet staged by 
the Athletic Association. An excep
tionally good crowd was on hand from 
the time Club Casino, as the hotel's 
main ballroom was known for thP 
night, furtively opened its doors to 
approved customers, until business 
halted shortly after midnight. 

It was a real, big night for all 
wanting to take a chance on anything 
from African Golf and Crown and 
Anchor to ascertaining what the 
future held in store in the fortune 
telling department. All patrons, after 
producing credentials-a 50c adntis
sion ticket-were admitted to the 
gaming room where they received 5 
thousand for gambling purposes. 
From then on they were on their own, 

some trying to make Christmas ex
penses or the winter's coal, but most 
just having a rousing good time and 
increasing the number of cigarettes 
for the boys overseas. If the opera
tors of the numerous gaming devices 
which included Casino, Roulette, 
Crown and Anchor, Lucky Spinner 
and Chuck-a-Luck relieved their cus
tomers of their long green before 
they had a chance to get their feet 
wet, two convenient cashier cages 
were available where supplies could 
be replenished at the rate of 5c per 
$1,000. Among the operators who 
enjoyed directing the clients to the 
cashier wickets to obtain more gelt 
were Pete Gifford, Bill Del\1ars, Wal
ter Howlett, BiU Kerr, Marty Cahill, 
Harry McArthur, Frank Clayton, 
Ivan Kaye and Ted Walker. 

While these experts were doing a 
land office business in the Casino 
proper, the Crystal Gazing depart
ment on the mezzanine floor, under 
the personal direction of Mrs. Emily 
Thompson, of department 63, report
ed an extremely brisk session which 
netted that enterprise $50 thousand 
in tt.~ accepted currency. Refresh
ments were also obtainable on this 
floor, coffee going at $1,000 per cup 
and sandwiches commanding $2,000. 

All in all, it was a most successful 
night netting the As ociation a sub
stantial sum for its OYer eas Cigar
ette Fund. Just a word to the wise. 
Keep Tuesday night, January 1 , op;>n 
for the big kating party and mocca
sin dance at the arena. 

McKinnon Fellows at the Front will be visited by that florid old chap with the white beard. 
He will deliver to eac h of them, with greetings from their friends, the man~gemen_t and 
employees of th is company , the Ch ris tmas pac.lcage pictured _above . 11 contains Ch ristmas 
cake, chocolates, sa usag e, Can adian cheese, rator blades, c19~rettes an_d gum. Pa~kag es 
were mailed Novembe r fint so as to reach all overseas boys 1n good time for Christmas. 
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CKD means chassis knocked down. 
That is how we ship parts to GM 
assembly plants all over the world . 
Major war assemblies and small war 
service parts are sent to army supply 
depots on every front. 

Small service parts are first rust
proofed, wrapped in heavy protective 
paµer, then sealed into a carton. 
After sealing, they are packed in 
heavy waxed cloth and dipped so as 
to make them so watertight they can 
be immersed in water for as long as 
three weeks without damage. After 
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all this, the parts go into a special ally wired for trength durin;:: 
paper lined wooden box for oversea transit. 
shipment. 

Cases for major assemblies are so 
In CKD packing, all parts are si- designed that tops can be removed 

milarly rustproofed--especially inter- and the cases used again and again 
nally in the case of front and rear or the iumber converted to other use . 
axles, tra11smissions and transfer Materials used run to hundreds of 
cases.Wooden cases are designed so thousands of board feet of lumber. 
that each part is braced into a speci- tons of nails and wire, many carloads 
fie spot to prevent damage in transit. of cartons, and 1500 barrels of rust
Over the top of the case is a coating proofing material annually. 
of hot tar to which is fixed a heavy 
fibreen paper. As these cases weigh 
as much as 3 1, tons they are diagon-
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Marriages 

TO THE LADIES 
Cassie Kelly, Customs Dept., was 

married to Flying Officer Bill Brad
bury early in December. Cassie and 
Bill will take up residence in Verdun, 
Manitoba. Etta Anderson, Pay Of
fice, and Frank Bird of the R.C.A.F. 
said "I do" in November. Marjorie 
Birchall, Department 62, was married 
in Smith Falls to Willis Gordon, a 
former McKinnon employee. Beryl 
Nickersor,, Department 61, was mar
ried to 3rd Class Petty Officer Austin 
Nickerson, United tates Navy. The 
Voltage Regulator girls miss Beryl 
but ,vish her the best of luck when 
she takes up her new residence in 
Florida. Delco Tool Room came in 
for two weddings when, " Teddy" 
Hall, Dept. 61, was married to Harry 
Rodgers of the Tool Room and Lillian 
Campus was married to Stoker Gerald 
Howe, formerly of the Tool Room, 
now stationed at H.M.C.S. "Star" 
Hamilton. Beulah Farnsworth and 
Blake Sherk, of Forge Engineering, 
were married in ovember. Audrey 

It seems to me that those families 
who are fortunate enough to have lit
tle children are the people who really 
and truly enjoy Christmas to its fullest 
e.xtent. True, we all celebrate the 
festive season in our own way, some 
quietly with our own immediate fam
ily, some with friends antl relatives 
and others with strangers, but we 
have only to watch the children's 
faces as they appear before the 
Christmas tree on Christmas Morn
ing, or on the Eve of Christmas, see
ing their presents for the first time, 
to realize the true and refreshing joy 
of Christmas. 

Little faces light up until you al
most think they are going to burst
they glow so. What squeals of 
delight from the tiny tots as 
they make one grand dive for the 
gifts they are sure are theirs, tearfog 
at wrappings with such utter aband
on. The "Oh's" and "Ah's" are not 
merely wcrds in their vocabularies, 
but epitonties of expression, with all 
their feelings jam-packed into these 
exclamations. 

Ten minutes afterwards, the house 
looks as though a cyclone had struck 
it-toys strewn across the floors, 
jackets and mitts draped on tables 
and chairs, candy canes smashed in 
tiny heaps on the carpet, decorations 
trailed through the house like ser
pentines-all these are common sights 
on Christmas morning. Nor would 
we have it changed. No siree! 

Such cheerful untidiness is an in
tegral part of Christmas. You can 
remember yourself your feelings on 
Chris"tmas morning, seeing the house 
in such disorder, and how you were 
carried into the seventh heaven of 
delight because Santa had seen fit to 
leave you your heart's desire. 

And ~o as. your own children, your 
brothers children, or your sister's 
children, pass through the early 
stages of childhood, you relive your 
own childhood's joys and sorrows. 
From these tiny tots we realize again 
and_ again the joyful meaning of 
Ch1:stmas. The unfolding of the 
spmt of giving- unstintingly- un-
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selfishly-with no thought of what 
we are going to get out of it our
selves. Wanting only to bring hap
piness to others. 

With the children's pleasures sat
isfied momentarily, we pause in our 
activities on this Day of Days, to 
dwell upon the other side--the sor
rowful side. We thlnk of our loved 
ones distant from us; of those in 
sorrow from bereavement; for those 
who know the agony and anguish of 
someone missing; for those in pain. 
We rile at the very thought that war 
can create such havoc and bring such 
unhappiness into our lives. 

But such thoughts are not for little 
children. Their foundations must be 
on stones of happiness and love. 
Christmas is the Christ Child's Birth
day. Then, let us not blacken this 
day with sorrow, but let it always be 
a happy time for the children. 

Hello Sailor! 

orton and Hubert Baker, both of 
Dynamotor, exchanged vows the lat
ter part of November. 

Here are_ only a few of the gir!• of the Ditty Bag Club who assembled recently lo pack 
your Chm(mas bag . Left lo right, Gladys Mayfield , Organ izer; Margaret Rose , Cassie 
Kelly, Bernice Streeter, Doreen Morg enroth , Bonn ie Manson , Belly Hopgood , Ruth Cohen , 
!"1arg~rel ~ell , Ethel Cu!p, Mary , McGl enisler, Anita Roberts . "We all hop e you find 
in _this ditty bag, things you ve been wanting and others that will give you 
se~dvice

1 
for a long time, and still others from which you'll derive much pleasure " 

uo a otter from the Club enclosed in each bag. ' 
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Births 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill (Master Mech

anic's Dept.) Wintemute celebrated 
the arrivr.l of a son. Mrs. Wintemute 
is the former Vicky Listwin of the 
Gun Plant. It's a boy at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sid (Product Engineer
ing) Aloian. Mr. and Mrs. Art 
Ainsworth welcomed a new daughter. 

Engagements 
Lillian Little, Expense Stores to 

Sgt. Don Snell, R.C.A.F., formerly of 
the Tool Room. Ann DeFehr of 
Pay Office to Herman Dick or' the 
Gun Plant. Wedding to take place 
December 18. 

By Grapevine 
Jack Ryan, Steel Stores, is now 

convalescing at home after a serious 
operation at Toronto General. 

After spending two months with 
her husband on the West Coast, Greta 

There's Fightamins 
in Fruits and Vegetables! 

Eot al least 3 good servings • day includ
ing citrus fruit or tomatoes and yellow or 
leofy green vegetable. 

Jones has returned to her post in 
the Payroll Dept. 

Minnie Boyd of the Personnel 
Office was the guest of honour at 
two delightful farewell parties. One 
was given by Mrs. Isobelle Morris at 
which Min was the recipient of many 
lovely personal gifts. The other was 
a dinner party held at the "Y". 

War-Time Manners 
Manners go in cycles. \\'hen Am

e rica was young, rugged individual
ism countenanced such actions as the 
sopping up of the last drop of good 
g'ravy by a hungry pioneer. Then 
the manners-pendulum swung back 
and such actions were considered a 
bit impolite. 

A few years ago a non-profit group 
known as the National Dunking As-
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sociation sponsored the time-honored 
custom of donut-dunking to spread 
good-fellowship and folkishness. The 
~u~law dunk became proper and popu
at, al though a f ew nose-in-the-air 

folks still preferred their donuts un
dunked. Now, however, the dunk 
the gravy-sop, and the tilt-the-sou~ 
plate-and-save-the-soup are fighting 
the ~var in their small way, by con
serv,ng. yes, dunk ye--for fun and 
patriotism. 

Girls' Bowling 
~i th _the schedule gradually 

stra1ghtemng itself away, the power
ful Office No. 1 team continues to set 
the pace in "A" group having garn
ered 28 points to hold a 6 point ad
v~ntage over the Magslip No. 1 entry. 
Tied for third spot with 21 points 
each are Delco department 61 and 
Office No. 2, while also deadlocked 
for fifth place are Engineering No. 
1 and .. N~. 1 Fuse Assembly. 

In B group, another Office team 
tops the standing. This time it's Of
fice o. 3 coasting along in first 
place with 27 points, closely followed 
by Fuse Assembly No. 2 who have 
25 points, just one point better than 
the the third place occupant, Office 
No. 4. Holding down the next two 
positions are Delco 649 with 18 points 
and the Personnel entl·y with 17. 

Standings including games of Mon
day, December 6: 

"A" Group P W L TP PTS 
Office No. I .. ..... 24 21 3 7 28 
Magslip No. I ......... 21 17 4 5 22 
Office No. 2 24 15 9 6 2 1 
Delco 61 Dept. .. 21 16 5 5 21 
Engineering No. I 24 14 10 4 18 
Fuse Assy. No. I 21 13 8 5 18 
Transmission 42 . 24 12 12 5 17 
96 X Service Dept . .... 18 10 8 3 13 
Foundry Core Room .. 21 9 12 3 12 
Delco 63 No. 3 18 9 9 3 12 
Delco 63 No. 4 . 18 6 12 I 7 

" B" Group P W L TP PTS 
Office No. 3 .. 27 20 7 7 27 
Fuse Assy. No. 2 27 18 9 7 25 
Office No. 4 24 18 6 6 24 
Delco 649 18 13 5 5 18 
Personnel 18 12 6 5 17 
Pay Office No. I . . 21 11 10 3 14 
Magslip No. 2 . 27 11 16 2 13 
Office No. 5 . . 18 10 8 3 13 
Gun Plant . . ... 21 10 11 3 13 
Engineering No. 2 21 10 11 2 12 
Pay Office No. 2 18 6 12 2 8 

Ironing Tips 
Fold things evenly for the \\Tinger, 

hang' them straight on the line ... 
then you won't have a many wrinkles 
to iron out. 

Separate articles to be ironed with 
a hot iron from those to be ironed 
with a somewhat cooler iron. 

Sprinkle clothes evenly and not too 
wet. Remember it takes extra heat 
~s well as more of your energy to 
, ron unnecessary moisture out of 
clothes. 

Have the ironing board well pad
ded, set at the right height, in a 
comfortable light . . . have a clothes 
rack handy for ironed pieces. 

Slow, unhurried, well-directed mo
~ion~ give best results with hand 
1rorung. 

Start with sleeves, collars, ties, and 
other dangling parts, and iron with 
the lengthwise thread of the goods 
whenever possible. 

A rolled up bathtowel inserted in 
sleeves will make their ironing easier 
and give better results. 

Favorite Recipes 
by 

Mrs. Adele Fitzgerald 

In these days of shortages, there is 
no shortage of cereals, and cereals 
are nutritious. This would seem to 
invite wholesale consumption of cere
als, but the truth is that Junior i.; 

not the only one 
l\•ho hesitates 
over his break
fast food. The 
truth is, that cer
eals can be made 
highly palatable 
in a number of 
ways, and even 
so disguised that 
they become less 

cereals than desserts, fulJ of food
value. Take a tip in the masquerad
ing of oatmeal, for in tance, into 
delicious molasses oatmeal cookies. 
The recipe for old-fashioned molasses 
cookies is:-

1 / 3 cup shortening , I / 3 cup granulated 
sugar, I / 2 cup old-fashioned unsulphured 
molasses, I cup siked all~purpose flour, 
I 2 tsp. ollspice, I 4 tsp. nutmeg, i / 4 kp. 
g round cloves, 1/2 hp. salt, i / 4 hp. baking 
sodo , I kp. baking powder, 1-112 cups 
quid-cooking oatmeal, I cup grated carrots, 
1/ 2 cup raisins (optional). I hp. g rated 
orange rind ( for erira flavor J. 

Mix shortening and sugar, then 
mix egg and unsulphured molasses 
and add to first mixture. ift dry 
ingredients and stir in oatmeal. Add 
to molas es mixture then stir in car
rots and orange rind. Drop by tea
spoonfuls on a greased baking sheet, 
top each with a rai in and bake at 
about 375 degrees F. from 15 to 1 
minutes. This will make four dozen. 
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Shop League Hockey 
The lid was pried off the inter-de

pa1-tment hockey schedule on De
cember 5 at the Garden City Al'ena, 
when fo~r teams hooked up in the 
opening doubleheader of the season. 
After two hou I'S of hectic hockey, 
" Windy" ayler's Gear squad out
scored Tool Room 5-4 in the o~en_er, 
while in the nightcap, Transm1ss1on 
and Foundry played to a 3-3 draw. 

In the Gear-Tool Room contest both 
sides battled evenly for practically all 
the game. With but one minute to 
go to full time and the score knotted 
at 4_4, the Gear boys succeeded in 
driving in the winning counter. Tool 
Room stl'ove desperately to equalize 
but time did not permit. Joe Thibo
deau paced the attack for the Gear 
with 3 goals and Frank Armstrong 
netted their remaining two. For the 
Tool Room, Harry Rodgers with a 
pair, Jim Inglis and Duck Whitely 
with singles, accounted for the Tool
ers scoring. Lineups :-Gear-Goal, 
Garry; Defence, Elliott and Arm
strong; Centre, Thibodeau; For
wards, Labosieur and Chatterton; Al
ternates, Jacques, Riches, Leppard. 
Tool Room-Goal, Mouradian, De
fence, J . Rodgers and Goodson, 
Centre, Kelly; Forwards, H. Rodge l's 
and Rocco; Alternates, Inglis, Camp
bell, Whitely, Stopka, Kumor, and 
Krajche. Referee-Harry Argent. 

The second game was very much a 
duplicate of the first, wjth neithel' 

team showing much advantage. Both 
squads were handicapped ~y _a short
age of alternates, Transm1ss1on hav
ing only one and the Foundry hvo. 
Transmission's scoring was shared by 
Dul'ie with 2 and Summel'S one. 
Singles by Card, Bigford and O'H_ara 
accounted for the Foundry scoring. 
Lineups :-Transmission-Goal, Nes
bitt; Defence, Dearing and Matthews; 
Centre, Durie; Wings, Summers and 
Page; Alternate, Harley. Foundr~
Goal, Miller; Defence, Card and B1g
fol'd; Centi·e, Deeker ; Wings, Davey 
and O'Hara; Alternates, Ford and 
Wilson. Referee - Harry Argent. 

Men's Bowling 
The three men's groups are provid

ing plenty of interesting bowling a, 
they approach the season of turkey 
rolls and the teams start to show 
their class. In "A" group, which 
now has five teams, the Police de
pa rtment and Gun Plant No. 1 are 
deadlocked for first place with 20 
points each. In our last recap, these 
two teams were crowding each other 
with the Gunners leading the gend
armes by a point. Now they're tied 
and it looks like a dog fight from 
here in. Orrin Hanna's Personnel 
squad, which promises to cause 
trouble for the leaders before long, 
hold down third spot, a point ahead 
of Product Engineering and two 
points up on the Foundry. 

Three teams claim first place in 
" B" group. Claiming this distinction 
are Gun Plant o. 4, department 68 

Tool Grinders No. 1 and Inspection 
Foremen, each with 22 points. Office 
Cost follows with 21 points, a point 
up on Transmission No. 1 and Trans
mission Inspection who are tied with 
20 points. Only in "C" group does 
the leading team have a clear cut 
advantage over its nearest rival. 
Plant Wardens No. 2, with 24 points, 
hold a five point advantage over Gun 
Plant No. 2, Gear Cuttel's and Forge, 
a ll tied for second place. 

Standings to December 6 inclusive : 

"A" Group P W L TP PTS 
Police Department .... 21 14 7 6 20 
Gun Plant No . I 21 14 7 6 20 
Personn el ... .. .. .. 21 12 9 3 15 
Product Engin eeri ng .. 21 11 10 3 14 
Found ry . 21 9 12 4 13 

" B" Group 
Gun Pla nt No . 4 . 24 16 8 
Gr:nders 68 No . I . 24 17 7 
Foremen Inspection ... . 24 16 8 
Office Cost 24 16 8 
Transmission No . I ... 21 14 7 
Tra nsmission Inspection 24 15 9 
Gear 89 . ... 21 14 7 
Material Control .. 27 13 14 
Delco 62 .. 24 10 14 
Dynamotor Supervision 21 11 10 
Tool Room 21 8 13 
Gear 33 Assy. . 18 10 8 

" C " Group 
Plan t Wardens No . 2 27 18 9 
Gun Pla nt No. 2 .. 24 14 10 
Gear Cutters 2 1 14 7 
Drop Forge ... 21 14 7 
General Accounting .. 24 14 10 
H eat Treat 42 ... . 24 12 12 
Grinder 68 No. 2 ..... 21 12 9 
Gear Inspection 24 10 14 
Transmission No . 2 . 18 10 8 
Foundry Lab. . .... 27 8 19 
Gun Plant No. 3 ...... 24 7 17 
Gear Foremen . ......... 21 6 12 

6 22 
5 22 
6 22 
5 21 
6 20 
5 20 
5 19 
5 18 
5 15 
I 12 
3 11 
I II 

24 
24 
19 
19 
18 
16 
15 
13 
12 
II 
9 
8 

This is a Good Deal Farther Back than You Can Remember 

F_ift-,: years a~o. it was easy t~ _g_et most McKinnon employees into one pictur e, but it would ta~e a panoramic camera now. Can you 
fill •~ the m1ss1n9 names or _initials? Back row, left to right:--James McCann , Well Bradt, Wm. Grant, press room foreman ; Harry 
Pa_wl ing, Mr. Potter, bladsm,th foreman ; Edgar House, Mr. Starr, Mr. Anderson , Maurice Pickard , Wm . Ball , G eorg e Armstrong, manager . 
Middle row :-Al~x. Campbell, Mr. Bracken , not known , Joseph Steimer, Dash room foreman ; not known, Dave Down e y, Wesley Arm
strong, Ed. Austin . Front row:-John Greenlaw, Charles Wiley, Arthur Foste r, James Soper, Mr. Al exander, Wm . Ha rd ing , John Soper, 
Wm. Clogg , Leo Begy. Of all these Jim McCann , retired two years ago, is best remembered . 
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Points to Troops in Safety Work 
"A spirit of teamwork in industrial 

management de pendent upon worke rs 
and employees as we ll as foremen and 
supervisors, must be achieved in or
der to minimi ze the number of in
dus trial accidents-110,019 injuries, 
including 361 fatalities, within the 
last 10 months-i f we are to speed 
up production to such a degree that 
victory will be ours," declared Harry 
Mabson, s peaking at a meeting of lhe 
Toronto York division of the Indus
trial Accident Prevention Association. 

" Too busy for safet y" - it j ust 
doesn't pay, for employees are jeop -

LEARN IIOW TO 
1 LIFT SAFELY. 

ardizing the success of the entire w,u
program as well as their own physical 
w II -being through lack of uffi cient 
care," he continued. " Jndu try car, 
learn from ou r armed services. If 
g uards, goggles and good practices 
were applied as thoroughly by work
ers as ou,· fighting men apply thei1· 
saf ety measures, indu trial accidents 
would be dec,·eased immeasu rab ly," 
asserted Mr. Mabson. 

Horseplay Is Out 
J . Edgar H oover ays it's not the 

sinister spy who is doing real dam
age to war prnduction on the home 
front, it's the practical joker who 
like " aggravated horseplay" at his 
war job-horseplay which is costing 
·•substantial sums every day in ma
terial dest.-uction and wasted man
power." The boss G-man ins tance · 
the j amming of electrical controls and 
s imil ar acts of damage in a plant 
which resulted in loss of about 1,000 
man-hours of labor. F . R.I . agent 
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found that a workman was angry 
with associates because in a spir it of 
"fun" they had hidden hi s hamme1· 
on several occasions. A steel plant 
employee gummed up the works when 
he playfully opened oxygen tank 
valves and, at another time, turned 
hi s torch on the leg of a fellow work
man, "j ust for hellery." 

A "Sabotage Mystery" was solved 
when the F .B.I . lea rned that em-
1,loyees were in the habit of throwing 
metal objects at one another and that 
pieces of wi l'e fell into the gears of 
three important machines which were 
out of production until repaired. 
Elsewhere workers were burned by 
musta rd oil or by hot welding rods 
and lighted cigarets placed in pocket 
by " fun-1 overs." Hoover add : " \\'e 
can't of course afford to relax ou r 
vigi lance against genuine sabotage. 
But at the same time we need to be 
increasingly on ou r guard against 
those acts of pranki hness, thought 
lessness and pure stupidity which can 
r suit j ust as disastrously to the war 
program. The clever saboteu r can't 
a lways be blocked. But there's no 
excuse for carelessness." 

Grinding Wheels. 
Recent wheel breakage indicates that 

not enough care i being taken in the 
mounting and hand ling of grinding 
wheel and points. Grent care must 
be taken in selecting the proper 
wheel. If no other source is avail
able, The American tandard Safety 
Code Book For The Use, Care, and 
Protection of Abra ive Wheels, can 
be con ulted in the afety Office. 

A recent accident which happened 
at another plant caused a lost eye. 
An employee was burring the edge 
of a shaft using a pencil air grinder 
with a 40,000 R.P.M . The shaft of 
the button wheel being u ed had not 
been placed in the chuck properly and 
when the grinder was started up, th P 
button wheel flew out of chuck and 
s truck the operator in the eye caus-
ing loss of vision. _ 

Goggles must be worn when using 
a dry grind r of any kind. 

Care of Safety Shoes 
Care of safety hoe include at-

tention to drying. Wet shoes never 
should be ::,ut on a stove, in an oveu, 
or on a radiator to dry. While heat 
hastens drying, it draws out the oils 
f rom the leather, causes cracking and 
materiall y shortens its life. 

Shoes should be resoled before wear 
has proc<oeded beyond the first layer 
of the sole. If the sole is permi tted 
to be completely worn through, a 
satisfactory repair cannot be made. 

Good Housekeeping 
Too much cannot be oaid about 

housekeeping in ever:,· department in 
the plant. Th is is something w,:, 

should think of every day. By keep
ing all corners clear of oily rags, 
papers, old boxes and the one hund
red and one things that accumulate 
in corners and out of the way places, 
we can do more to eliminate fires 
than by any other method. Oil spill
ed on the floor, then co,·ered with 
sawdust and left there, constitutes a 
serious fire hazard. This should be 
cleaned up immediately. Oily towels 
should not be thrown into a heap on 
the floor, or placed in a drawer or 
cupboard and left over night, but 
•hould be changed befor~ the shift 
leaves, and left clean. Oily towels 
or rags or article of clothing will 
generate heat and ignite. Wooden 

TO TIIE WIJOLE ~AM/£Y :-

AVERY MERRY CIIRl<;TMAS, 
AND A ~AH, MAPPY NEW YEA~ 
kegs and boxes hould not be used for 
refuse. Get metal containers. X ew 
employee tarting on hazardous jobs 
should be properly instructed in the 
dangers of fire on their particula.r 
job, where the nearest fire extingui
sher i , how to operate it and also 
where the neare t fire alarm box is. 
Aisles hould be kept wide and clear 
for the quick mo,·ement of fire ap
paratu . Fire extingui hers should 
not be allowed to become obstructed 
but should be kept clei.r so a to be 
readily available in case of fire. tock 
should be piled neatly and kept 
; ighteen inche below sprinkler li11es. 
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Orer twelre hundred ,lfcKinnon employees nre . s~rving o!' the }ot!le- .. 
f t f the ,oorld. They write appreciatively of recewwg 1lfcK11111011h Dow~s 
ron s o 1 f them are far far away and all deserve t e east Y· 

each mo_nlh. iJ any ho fulness of fri : ndly letters from those they have left 
ac,s :;:.list~~o ~t:,it ~etting busy with your pen? Lynn~ llowa~d, circulation 
:dilor ( local 336) can give you the addresses of many actwe sermce employees. 

In a letter to Norm Kalis, of Cost 
Accounting, Flight Sergeant Gord 

outhcott, who was formerly em
ployed in that department and is now 
stationed with an R.C.A.F. Squadron 
in Britain, writes: 

"It has certainly been a long time 
since I was in touch with the office 
staff. How's ernrythfog rolling 
along? The other day I received a 
copy of "Doings" and found it very 
interesting, even though some of the 
names and faces weren't familiar. 

" ot so long ago I was on leave i11 
London and, hearing that Allan 
Barnes was working in an office 
there, I looked him up. He was sur
prised to see me and shortly after he 
and I took in a bit of London night 
life. I missed seeing George Calder
wood, who works in the same office 
as Allan. My air crew is very re
presentative. The pilot is from the 
\Yest Indies, the wireless operator 
and flight engineer are English, the 
rear gunner is French and the navi
gator and mid-upper gunner are 
Canadians. We haven't been on as 
many raids as some fellows, but we 
have been on some big city-smashing 
efforts over Germany. I still trea
sure the R.C.A.F. ring which the 
Cost department gave me before 
leaving to join up. 

"I have seen a great deal of this 
country while on leave. Some of the 
places I've got to are London, Glas
gow, North Wales, Newcastle, York
shire and Stratford-on-Avon. Where
ever I can get a look at old castles or 
cathed mis I try my best to do so as 
I find them extremely fascinating. 
Well, that's about all for now and be 
sure to give my regards to all." 
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Private Bob Jos , formerly of 
Transmission stock room and now 
with a Canadian armoured division , 
overseas, says: 

"It's rea ll y swell to hear from 
someone back in the Garden City. 
I 've been here in England since a 
year ago August, having left Mc
Kinnons in March, 1942. I have to 
do a great deal of driving here ,vith 
my unit. It's certainly satisfying to 
know tnat a good portion of our 
trucks are built at McKinnons. They 
stand up exceedingly well under the 
rough usage we give them. They 
really can take it. 

"Now that you have my correct ad
dress, I am looking forward to re
ceiving "Doings". I t will help me 
keep in touch with what's going on 
back at the shop. Please pass on my 
regards to my old boss, Tom Rowdon, 
and the rest of the boys I worked 
with. If you should see my brother, 
Norm, who works in the Delco, say 
hello to him for me." 

A former employee of department 
42, Gunner Le Knight, with a re
inforcement unit, overseas, reports: 

" I have been over here for some 
time now and it's all right. I would 
app1·eciate your forwarding "Doings" 
to me at my overseas address. I re
ceived it while in Canada and certain
ly would like to get it over here. Be 
sure and give my regards to all the 
boys in d~partment 42." 

Pte. Tom Lehan, formedy of de
partment 35 and now with the Lin
coln & Welland Regiment, overseas, 
writes: 

"Please note my new overseas ad-

dress. Since arriving over here I 
have seen qui te a few places such as 
London a nd Manchester. The people 
really treat us Canad ia ns swell. I 
was in Wales vis it ing Ed Mansell 's 
father on my first leave. While 
there I had an interesting t rip 
th rough a Welsh coa l mi ne. We 
su re miss Canadian cigarettes and 
are allowed to buy on ly 45 E nglish 
ciga rettes a week. ,vhen they're 
gone we j ust don't smoke. Our train
ing programme is very vigorous and 
we're expecting action anytime. 

"Since arriving here, I have re
ceived two issues of "Doings." I en
joyed both very much and got a real 
kick ou t of seeing the pictures of 
people I used to work with. I was 
a lso in terested to learn that so many 
McKi nnon employees are serving in 
the armed forces. Please remember 
me to Bill Birse, Ted Kraft and all 
t he boys in department 35." 

Pte. Jack Fartu hnoik, now station
ed with the Central Med iterranean 
Forces of the Ordnance Corps, says: 

"Please excuse my delay in letting 
you know that I have been receiving 
"Doings" and enjoy it thorough ly. I 
like my work over here be ing engaged 
mostly on the servicing of Chevrolet 
trucks. There is really not much I 
can tell you except that all of us over 
here are trying to do just as good a 
job as we possibly can to bring this 
war to a speedy finish." 

Corporal Cyri l resswell, formerly 
of department 24M, now with the 
Linco ln & Welland Regiment, over
s~as, ,vri tes : 

" I just happened to run across the 
August issue of "Doings" and sure 
was g lad to see the magazine again. 
I t's over a year since I last saw one 
and I hope one reaches me everv 
month. I was glad to see that all yo~ 
back home are turning out the equip
ment we need so much. P e rsonally, I 
am proud of all the GM vehicles of 
which I see so many over here. They 
really are the tops and I de rive a lot 
of satisfaction from knowing that I 
might have p rformed some opera
tion on some of the parts, which go to 
make up these trucks, while still 
working at the plant. My best re
gards to all at McKinnons." 
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