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Foreword 
Taylor McKee 

 
Sport and sport history are constantly retold and 

reimagined through iterative processes of collective mythmaking. 
As soon as any significant match or moment takes place, the literal 
facts are quickly subsumed by the metaphorical significance, as 
symbolism and imagination smooth over any complicating details 
that detract from the compelling narrative.   

Such is the case for memories of the 1972 Summit Series, 
especially in Canada.  

The Summit Series, a best-on-best hockey tournament 
played between the former-Soviet and Canadian men’s teams, 
occupies an outsized role in the Canadian sporting imagination. 
Accordingly, the fiftieth anniversary of the competition in 2022 has 
witnessed many events, publications, retellings, and celebrations 
to commemorate the important occasion. And, like all forms of 
sport storytelling, each of these new incarnations have been larded 
with the familiar trappings of mythmaking, hero worship, 
established narrative structures, and character archetypes. 
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Consequently, critical historical research analyzing the ‘generally 
accepted facts’ surrounding the Summit Series is considerably rare, 
especially for characters relegated to the margins of the central 
narrative. 

Efforts to subvert simplistic Summit Series stories 
included a scholarly, interdisciplinary, collaborative collection: 
Reaching the Summit: Reimagining the ’72 Summit Series in the 
Canadian Cultural Memory, which I edited for JESS Press. For this 
collection, we sought to create a version of the Summit Series that 
had not been previously captured in print: a multimodal 
reevaluation that employed the framework of bricolage, a 
methodology rooted in the principles of recovery, reconstruction, 
and a multiplicity of diverse perspectives, to both add to the 
existing catalogue and query the history that has preceded it.  

This collection featured a chapter length case study, 
composed by Cedric Bolz, that adopted an innovative and exciting 
approach to the famed Series: the story, experiences, and 
memories of Josef Kompalla, a German referee who played a key 
role in the events as one of the few esteemed officials selected to 
officiate during the Series. Given Kompalla’s important place in the 
history of the Summit Series, one of the most mythologized and 
celebrated tournaments in Canadian sport history, it should come 
as a surprise that his perspective on the events has not been 
previously documented and broadly disseminated to eager 
Canadian audiences.  

In fact, as Bolz’s chapter revealed, not only has Kompalla’s 
voice been consciously excluded from the concert of distinct 
perspectives on the Series, but this omission appears to be an 
intentional effort to re-cast the official as a Soviet collaborator and 
a symbol of the former global superpower’s pernicious influence: a 
rogue referee working against the principles of justice, fair play, 
and, ultimately, Canada’s fated victory. As Bolz’s account reveals, 
this is not only provably false, but it has also come at a real human 
and historical cost, incorrectly framing Kompalla as an “East” 
German, a loaded identifier at the time, and an unscrupulous, 
compromised official, when neither moniker is correct.  

While his initial chapter provided Bolz a platform to 
unearth and share Kompalla’s story, this monograph and its 
detailed account demonstrates that the initial study was only one 
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piece of a much larger puzzle. In the introduction to his book, Bolz 
notes that his initial intention was to “simply document the 
recollections of an individual who was an integral part of the most 
famous hockey series of all time.” However, what unfolds over this 
impressive tome is an expansive, granular, and personally 
informed account of both the titular September of 1972, as “he 
remembers” it and the many and varied experiences leading up to 
and following this fateful tournament. It is a story of global passion 
for the sport, often unfounded malice against officials, cultural 
othering, and sometimes surprising brutality, which should give 
pause to those who feel they know the Summit Series, and 
Canadian sport, in its historical entirety.  

It is an empathetic and introspective oral history of Josef 
Kompalla that reveals how historical omission carries a human 
cost, especially when we conveniently recast humans as 
characters. It is sometimes heartbreaking to read the indignities 
Kompalla often suffered from coaches and athletes, especially from 
a Canadian team whose reputation has been uniformly sterling in 
most other depictions. For some, it is necessarily uncomfortable to 
read these allegations of assault, both verbal and physical, and be 
reminded that hagiographies are designed to gloss over their 
subject’s flaws. Team Canada is clearly no exception to this.  

Moreover, it makes use of Bolz’s truly staggering historical 
archive that shows both the rich product and process associated 
with academic recovery projects. What Bolz has produced here is 
a singular account of Kompalla’s professional life and legacy as it 
relates to the Summit Series, but for these reasons, it is also so 
much more than one man’s exceptional story. Josef Kompalla: The 
September He Remembers is a wholly unique contribution to the 
evolving history and legacy of the ’72 Summit Series that reveals 
new insight into this singular event in the Canadian sporting 
consciousness. But it is also a love story that shows how passion 
and dedication united two men across time and place: Kompalla 
as subject and Bolz as historical researcher.  

The final chapter of this monograph is entitled “‘No One 
Cares About the Referees:’ The 50th Anniversary.” After reading 
this impressive work, it should be abundantly clear that from both 
a personal and historical perspective, Bolz certainly cares about 
Kompalla and his legacy, and his passion is infectious. Although 
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Kompalla’s role in the Summit Series has been largely omitted or 
obfuscated for the past half century, The September He Remembers 
is finally the first step in correcting a major historical oversight and 
adding a new chapter in the Summit Series’ growing, mutable 
legacy.  
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Introduction 
 
September 2012 marked the fortieth anniversary of the 

most famous international hockey series of all time: the 1972 
Canada Soviet Summit Series. To commemorate what is culturally 
engrained as “The September to Remember,” the surviving 
members of Team Canada ’72 released The Official 40th Anniversary 
Celebration – As told by the Players. Many of the key players and 
coaches contributed their recollections: Phil Esposito, Ken Dryden, 
Harry Sinden, Bobby Clarke, and, of course, the hero of game eight, 
Paul Henderson. In a moment frozen in time, Toronto Star 
photographer Frank Lennon’s remarkable image of the Henderson 
goal celebration has become the most famous photograph of the 
series. In the same 40th Anniversary Celebration, author Andrew 
Podnieks included another image that he described as “the second 
most famous photo from the Summit Series.”1 Unlike the team 
euphoria depicted in the Henderson goal celebrations, this image 
is both disturbing and puzzling.  

 
1 Andrew Podnieks, Team Canada 1972: The Official 4oth Anniversary Celebration as Told 
by the Players with Andrew Podnieks (Toronto, 2012) 221. 
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This photograph of what would come to be known as the “Parise 
Incident” was one of the central inspirations for this book. The only 
surviving original of this photo hangs in the entryway of retired 
IIHF referee Josef Kompalla’s apartment in Krefeld, Germany. 

 
Just like the Henderson goal, this incident occurred in the 

penultimate game eight in Moscow and involved the Canadian 
forward Jean-Paul Parise and one of the two referees assigned to 
this winner-take all encounter: the West-German official, Josef 
Kompalla. The photo itself is mesmerizing for the degree of rage 
etched on Parise’s face and the scared anticipation of Kompalla, 
who is seen bracing for the possible impact. Often forgotten in 
assessments of the photo is Soviet winger Vladimir Vikulov, who is 
shown in the background looking on in stunned disbelief. 
Thankfully for all concerned, sanity prevailed and the Canadian 
player did not follow through with his pole-axe motion to strike. All 
this chaos occurred at only the 4:10 minute mark of the opening 
period after Parise disputed an interference call made by 

1 Josef Kompalla and Jean-Paul Parise - Game Eight Moscow 
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Kompalla. He then entered the penalty box, quickly vacated it, 
circled the ice, and eventually honed in on the referee. For his 
behaviour, Parise received a two-minute penalty, a ten-minute 
infraction when he slammed his stick on the ice, and, ultimately, a 
game misconduct for the striking motion.   

 
Whereas the threat of violence and loss of discipline was 

confusing and disturbing, the way Parise explained his actions in a 
post-game interview was truly baffling. He offered the following 
explanation for coming unhinged: “If [Kompalla] called anything 
but interference, I’d accepted it and gone to the penalty box.”2 In 
assessing the famous photo on the cover of this book, the 2022 
official Team Canada ’72 website tried to extract some positives 
from his wild behaviour, claiming: “After JP Parise (1941-2015) 
was ejected from game eight after violently objecting to a penalty 
call by West German ref Josef Kompalla, Canada received much 
better officiating. It was a turning point in the game and possibly 
the series.”3 Similarly, Rudolf Bata, Kompalla’s game eight Czech 
officiating partner, commented on the West German: “Kompalla 
was out for the rest of the game, he did not blow his whistle at all 
after that.”4 Any careful review of the game footage reveals that 
Josef Kompalla did not ‘put his whistle away for the last fifty 
minutes’ and he called all of Canada’s final three goals in the 
infamous game eight. In fact, Kompalla believes he was the reason 
the game continued after all the Canadian on-ice mayhem. 

 
The real litmus test for all these theories regarding 

Kompalla, who was referred to as a “Canadian Bête Noire” or “the 
puppet of the Kremlin,” is simply viewing the games online. In 
taking a frame-by-frame, whistle-to-whistle approach, these and 
other faulty assertations concerning the legacy of Josef Kompalla 
can be negated by watching game footage. Aware of the power of 
the internet footage, Kompalla advised me to: “Just please ask 

 
2 Jim Taylor The Vancouver Sun (29. Sept. 1972) or Dan Proudfoot The Globe and Mail 
(29 Sept. 1972). 
3 Team ’72 Official Website “Jean-Paul Parise 1972-09-28” entry May 11th, 2022. 
4 Patrick White, “The Summit Series, as it’s Never Been Told Before” The Globe and 
Mail (15 Sept. 2012). 
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Canadians to watch all the 1972 Summit Series Games again and 
pretend they were me. They will see that I made the correct calls.”5 

 
In the year of the Series’ 50th Anniversary, this book 

intends to contribute one more narrative to the substantial 
historiography of the ’72 Summit Series. Already by June 2022, 
Gary J. Smith has published Ice War Diplomat, Scott Morrison 
released the latest Team ’72-sanctioned history 1972 The Series that 
Changed Hockey Forever, and Ken Dryden released his 
retrospective The Series What I Remember: What it Felt Like, What it 
Feels Like Now. I also contributed a chapter entitled “Constructing 
the Official Other: Josef Kompalla and the 1972 Summit Series” to 
the Reimagining the Summit Series bricolage project. In terms of the 
anticipated volume, the 50th anniversary publications therefore 
have not disappointed. It was in anticipation of this renewed 
interest in 2022 that I began my research project by interviewing 
Josef Kompalla in Krefeld, Germany in late February 2020. By July 
2022, this string of interviews had stretched to six in person (May-
June 2022) and over thirty phone conversations. 

 
My initial interest in Josef Kompalla and the ’72 Summit 

Series emerged from an odd intersection of my personal and 
familial histories. I was born in the Ruhr city of Essen which, like 
Krefeld, is located in the North Rhine Westphalia region of 
Germany. In 1972, my Canadian stepfather, who had played Junior 
Hockey in Chilliwack, was playing in the German first division for 
Krefelder E.V. [Eishockey Verein]. During the 1972 ‘September to 
Remember’ he regularly sent home English and German 
newspaper articles to his parents in East Vancouver, which he 
purchased at the Krefeld Central Train Station. When he returned 
to Canada in 1979, he kept these mementos in a cardboard box of 
keepsakes. Handwritten below the 1972 clippings was a note to his 
parents indicating that ‘the German official who was reffing his 
games in the Bundesliga was the same one who was in charge of 
games six and eight of the Summit Series in Moscow.’   

 
5 Josef Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 8th, 2022. 



| 13    B o l z  

 

When I began in 2020, my main intention as a Modern 
German Historian teaching at Douglas College in New 
Westminster, was to simply document the recollections of an 
individual who was an integral part of the most famous hockey 
series of all time. Kompalla was just about to turn eighty-four in 
2020 and his part in the story had been told and retold by famous 
eyewitnesses such as: Harry Sinden, Ken Dryden, Phil Esposito, 
and the Canadian Team ’72 Director Alan Eagleson. Anniversary 
coverage in The Hockey News, Globe and Mail, and multiple 
Canadian news sources all portrayed Kompalla in a very negative 
light. He was also vilified in the CBC 2006 made-for-TV movie 
Canada Russia ’72 not to mention the numerous Summit Series fan 
sites online. After reading through “the ocean of ink” that the 
Summit Series has generated since 1972, I found it very peculiar 
that Kompalla’s own personal recollections seemed to be 
conspicuously absent from the historical narrative. 

 
While Kompalla was remarkably accommodating in 

fielding any questions to expand the historical record, I believe his 
primary motive was initially a very personal one. It was to solve a 
riddle that been bothering him for nearly fifty years. Since 1972, 
there had been numerous high-profile anniversary celebrations to 
commemorate the Series, both in Canada and Russia. Each time a 
tenth, twentieth, thirtieth or fortieth passed, he was genuinely 
puzzled that he was never invited. Unfortunately, this mystery has 
not been solved at the time of writing, even though I have been 
personally trying to get in contact with any representatives of the 
Team ’72. Sadly, once I had returned to Canada in 2020, Kompalla 
often asked me to say: “Hello to Ken, Phil or Ian ‘Scotty’ Morrison 
or Bob Nadine at the Hall.”6 I had to reply that, as a college History 
instructor, I would certainly try to reach them but I did not have 
any personal connections to this hockey elite.   

 
In the end, the closest I came to the ‘inner circle’ in and 

around Team ’72 was a number of phone calls, emails, and 
ultimately a six-person Zoom panel on March 17th, 2022 with the 

 
6 Josef Kompalla interview in Krefeld February 28th, 2020. 
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production/research team who was completing the latest team-
sanctioned CBC documentary on the series. It was predominantly 
due to my personal disappointment with the outcome of this 
meeting that I felt the need to turn my initial article into a book. 

 
Two years of research unearthed some truly remarkable 

aspects of Kompalla’s role in the series, but also laid bare some 
little-known incidents that transpired out of public sight. This 
included Canadian team conduct towards the West German 
officials in the player tunnels of Stockholm and Moscow and the 
outright boastful bullying of the two officials during a bizarre flight 
from Moscow to Prague a day after Game Eight. In addition, there 
were so many inaccuracies perpetuated regarding the officiating. 
As a researcher, I was thus very excited because I genuinely 
believed that Kompalla’s recollections of the series, combined with 
my primary research findings, might genuinely make people 
rethink key aspects of the series.   

 
I therefore took the unusual step of sharing my full 

research article with members of the CBC Summit 72 production 
staff prior to publication. Since the CBC documentary team were 
literally in the process of crafting the latest documentary on the 
series, I believed they would wish to have access to the latest 
academic findings on the subject. Moreover, I had high hopes that 
the established villainous portrayal of Kompalla would now need 
to be rethought. Even if my research findings would not be taken 
into consideration, I still believed Kompalla’s recent interviews 
would be of interest. While the opportunity to have Kompalla 
personally take part in the documentary was thus on the table, it 
was an opportunity the research team did not wish to utilize. 
Instead, they crafted a set of eleven questions for me to pass on to 
him. Since Kompalla believed they all dealt with his supposed 
Soviet complicity, he quit the interview. 

 
In hindsight, this very negative end result of the Zoom call 

had a silver lining of sorts. As Taylor McKee, who also participated 
online, concluded: “After what just transpired, I feel quite confident 
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they will not be using any of your research findings.”7 While I had 
to agree with this disappointing assessment, it underlined the 
importance of turning Kompalla’s story into something bigger. 
Two days after the Zoom call with the CBC, and with Kompalla’s 
consent of turning this into a longer monograph, I booked my flight 
to Germany. When he’d agreed to help me turn his story into a 
book, Kompalla joked: “You better get over here, you know I am 
eighty-six years old!” From May 27th to June 8th, 2022, we 
conducted six separate interviews in his Krefeld apartment. 

 
This is the story of an eventful year in the life of IIHF Hall 

of Fame referee, Josef Kompalla, who has been called the most 
controversial figure of the Summit Series. Chosen to referee the 
legendary Game Eight in Moscow, Kompalla’s role in the most 
famous hockey game ever played has become the stuff of Canadian 
hockey folklore. He has been the subject of countless recollections 
leading up to the ‘Henderson Goal,’ from erroneous biographical 
entries labelling him an ‘East German,’ to a CBC mini-series 
depicting him as the central villain, to repeated assertions of his 
supposed Soviet complicity that are still being perpetuated today. 
Similarly, the assertion that Kompalla lost the ability to blow his 
whistle after being so ‘intimidated’ by the infamous ‘Parise 
Incident’ in game eight are all vehemently contested in his version 
of events. Canadian attempts at referee intimidation began in 
Stockholm and were numerous. As this book will show, these 
occurred, from the top-down, beginning with the Canadian 
coaches Harry Sinden, John Ferguson, and Team Canada Director, 
Alan Eagleson. The Parise attack on Kompalla was only one 
incident in a long litany of undisciplined Canadian behaviour. The 
aim was to intimidate, and ultimately break the resolve of, the two 
West German referees. In the end, this was not accomplished on 
the ice, but on an Aeroflot flight to Prague. 

 
Of the eight referees, the four Americans, two West 

Germans, one Swede, and one Czech in the 1972 Summit Series, 

 
7 CBC Summit ’72 documentary research team Zoom call attended by: Robert 
MacAskill, Ravi Baichwal, Paul Patskou, Igor Kuperman, Taylor McKee and Cedric 
Bolz March 17th, 2022, 
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only the Czech Rudolf Bata and the American Steve Dowling gave 
extensive interviews to the Canadian media. Bata, who died in 
2017, was interviewed for the 2012 Globe and Mail oral history 
project in which Dowling also took part. In 2022, Steve Dowling 
and Josef Kompalla are the only two Summit Series officials left 
alive. Only Dowling has been included in major 50th Anniversary 
projects. Strangely, although he took part in both the 2022 CBC 
Sports - Oral History of the Summit Series and the latest CBC TV 
project Summit 72, Dowling’s contributions were ultimately left out 
of the four-part documentary. 8 Kompalla, who refereed two games 
in Moscow as well as two violent, non-televised Canadian games 
in Stockholm, was left sitting in his apartment in Krefeld, eager and 
waiting tell his story.  

 
Prior to our first interview in February 2020, Kompalla was 

always puzzled why Team ’72 and the Canadian media had 
seemingly turned their back on him for anything Summit Series 
related. In his mind, he always believed himself to be forever part 
of the ice hockey fraternity that had been fortunate enough to be 
part of the greatest series in hockey history. Over two and a half 
years of interviews had exposed him to the press clippings, 
personal recollections, books, films and documentaries released in 
Canada, which must have been extremely unsettling to him. In the 
end, he came to the following conclusion: “Canadians do not wish 
to hear my recollections of the events because it would challenge 
their legend of the series. They do not wish to be reminded of how 
things really were.”9  

 
 

 
8 First conference phone call February 23rd, 2022 with MacAskill and Baichwal 
indicating that Steve Dowling was acting as a documentary participant for the 
referees. See also: Vicky Hall, CBC Sports Oral Histories ’72 Summit Series Part I (31. 
Aug 2022). 
9 Kompalla interview in Krefeld May 26th, 2022.  When I restarted the in-person 
interviews in Krefeld in May of 2022, I was concerned that Kompalla was so bitter 
about what he had learned about his negative portrayal in Canada especially the 
March 17th, 2022 CBC interview line of questioning that he would turn his back on the 
entire project.  Thankfully, he collected himself and realized the importance of 
documenting his side of the events and we continued with the interviews. 
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Chapter One 
A Hockey Life Before 1972: From Katowice to Krefeld 

 
Since so much biographical misinformation has been 

churned out by various writers between 1972 and 2022, it is 
imperative to outline the key aspects of Kompalla’s life from the 
outset. So entrenched was the Canadian myth of Kompalla’s 
supposed East German background and Communist complicity 
that I found it necessary to collect hard evidence to the contrary. 
In August 2021, while international Covid travel restrictions were 
still in place, I asked a close friend in Germany to travel to Krefeld 
and photograph Kompalla’s West German emigration papers from 
1958. While searching through the personal documents, my friend, 
Martin, came across Kompalla’s 1992 German Federal Order of 
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Merit and asked me in a perplexed voice: “What are you guys 
doing over there in Canada?  This guy is not an East German!” My 
friend then added: “I have never met someone with this award in 
person!” Attempting to make light of this very odd situation, I 
concluded “Well then it is about time you finally met one.”10 I was 
very fortunate that Josef Kompalla did not lose patience with me 
then or at numerous other stages of this project. Imagine the 
audacity of an interviewer asking an eighty-five-year-old, Order of 
Canada recipient to provide documentary proof that they were in 
fact Canadian!   

 
10 Martin Fitze photographed all of Kompalla’s 1958 emigration papers in his Krefeld 
apartment on October 2nd, 2021 and the images are now in my possession as proof of 
citizenship. 

2 Kompalla receiving German Federal Order of Merit 
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Beginning Kompalla’s story with some historical context 
is essential, since his life was shaped by European constructs of 
East and West. Josef Kompalla’s hometown of Katowice is a city 
in South-Western Poland with a complex past. Like many areas of 
Poland, it was repeatedly claimed by hostile powers, principally 
Austria-Hungary, Prussia, Russia, Germany, and the Soviet Union. 
Originally situated in the Kingdom of Poland, it was fought over by 
Prussia and Austria in the eighteenth century, became part of the 
German Province of Silesia in 1871, was repatriated with the 
modern state of Poland at Versailles in 1919, reoccupied by 
Germany to begin the Second World War in 1939 and occupied by 
the Soviet Red Army in 1945. Following the Second World War, 
Poland fell under the sway of the USSR and became a key physical 
and ideological battleground of the Cold War. Not until after the 
fall of the USSR, and dissolution of the Warsaw Pact in 1991, did 
the modern Polish state regain its full sovereignty. 

 
Born March 13th, 1936, Kompalla would have been three 

years old when the German Wehrmacht invaded Katowice on 
September 10th, 1939 and eight years old when the Soviet Red 
Army freed the city from German occupation in January 1945. His 
formative years in school, from kindergarten to grade three, would 
have been spent in the German-controlled education system in the 
so-called Polish ‘General Government,’ whereas grades four to 
twelve (1945-54) were spent learning the Soviet-influenced 
curriculum of Cold War Poland. This would play a considerable 
role in his refereeing career, since Josef Kompalla speaks both 
German and Russian fluently, as well as understands Czech. 
Significantly, although his Game Eight refereeing partner, the 
Czech, Rudolf Bata, also spoke some Russian, Kompalla believed 
“Bata’s Russian was about as good as my Czech.” In other words, 
Kompalla was the only official at the Summit Series to be fluent in 
Russian. After learning about his negative portrayal in Canada, he 
later cynically remarked: “perhaps it would have been better to not 
have learned Russian; that way I could not have conversed on the 
ice with any Soviet players.”11 Seen from a Soviet perspective, it 

 
11  Kompalla phone interview June 14th, 2021. 
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seems logical that they liked Kompalla working their games 
because he was the only referee in Moscow who spoke Russian 
fluently.  

 
With his familial history rooted in Silesia, Kompalla always 

considered himself a Volksdeutscher or “ethnic German,” rather 
than a Polish national. Kompalla’s father had volunteered to serve 
in the German Army during the Second World War and this 
German allegiance was something that Kompalla believed made 
his family a target after 1945 when Poland increasingly fell under 
the sway of the USSR. Although unclear of the exact charges, his 
father spent six years in a Polish jail for opposing the communist 
regime. Kompalla remembers making the long train-ride from 
Katowice to Warsaw once a week to visit his father.  

 
When he first made the Katowice senior men’s hockey 

team in the mid-1950s, Kompalla would often not be allowed to 
travel with the team outside of Poland, since his familial history 
apparently made him too great a flight risk. In fact, three of his 
Polish teammates had defected from the Gwardia team in the 
1950s and relocated in the German city of Krefeld. They would be 
crucial in establishing the German connections that would allow 
the entire Kompalla family to emigrate to Krefeld in 1958. 
Predictably, due to the trials and tribulations he and his entire 
family experienced fighting against communism, labelling 
Kompalla ‘a pro-Soviet official’ is something he still categorically 
opposes. 

 
Living in South-Western Poland, Josef Kompalla grew up 

spending his winters playing on the frozen ponds near Katowice. 
He loved the game from an early age but did not get his own pair 
of skates until he was twelve. He remembered: “My mom got them 
from a second-hand store.” The children who played regularly 
were able to use discarded, partially broken sticks from the men’s 
team and make them work. Pucks could be found by scavenging 
near the rink, since few were ever retrieved once they flew over 
the boards when the Katowice rink was still outside. “It was usually 
only about eight of us who played all the time, pick-up games - 
using tin cans or snowbanks as make-shift goal posts.” Although 
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Kompalla also played soccer and took up competitive road cycling, 
he would soon suspend all other sports to pursue his life-long 
passion: ice hockey. He said the love of the game had to do with 
its blend of speed and physicality, stating: “only if you have played 
it, you know how skating itself made you feel.” He kept citing that 
it is a game for those who like a physical sport and if played at the 
highest level, it is “the world’s greatest sport.” He then stated: “look 
at how those two teams played hockey after the things had settled 
down [after the Parise incident] in game eight. What an amazing 
game of hockey that was!” 

 
Using the term ‘obsession,’ in his own words: “I am totally 

crazy,” to describe his relationship with the game might be more 
appropriate. His entire apartment is a shrine of displayed 
collectibles from the over 2000 games he officiated and the places 
he has visited. He believes hockey allowed him to visit forty-seven 
countries because of his officiating duties or off-ice roles as an IIHF 
supervisor or observer.12 “Yes, I guess you could say I am a hockey 
nut, but the game has allowed me to see and experience so much.” 

 
Kompalla began playing the game for the sheer fun of the 

sport on the frozen lakes in Katowice without actively pursuing an 
organized club. He stated that things became a bit dicey with his 
parents and teachers when he began to skip school so that he could 
skate as much as possible.  This apparently ended abruptly when 
the school principal sent a stern letter home to Kompalla’s parents 
expressing concern about his lack of attendance. However, 
unbeknownst to him and his buddies playing shinny on a frozen 
lake, the recruiters from local club Gwardia Katowice were also 
observing the pond games and apparently liked his skating ability 
enough to invite him to try-out sessions at the Katowice rink. Once 
with the club, Kompalla moved through the Katowice youth teams, 
first with Gornick (1955-1956) and then he made the senior team 

 
12 His enormous personal collection of hockey memorabilia includes hundreds of 
game pucks, pictures with hockey legends like Father Bauer, Makarov, Fetisov, 
Tretiak and Gretzky as well as countless banners, awards, signed jerseys and an 
impressive stash of valuable sticks. Kompalla’s modest apartment is practically 
bursting with hockey paraphernalia.  
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of Gwardia (1957-1958), winning the Polish Championship in 
February 1958.   

 
He says he gradually developed into a stay-at-home 

defender who, by his own admission, never shied away from 
physicality, explaining: “Both as a player and official, I liked to be 
as close to the action as possible. Hockey is a physical game and I 
enjoyed playing it as such.” He then added, with a bit of pride, that 
he was second in the entire German First Division13 in penalty 
minutes during his first two seasons and subsequently, was always 
amongst the league leaders in penalties. When he watched the 
game tapes from the Summit Series fifty years later, he seemed to 
take pride in the fact of he often physically intervened. For 
example, in the tussle between Rod Gilbert and Yevgeny Mishakov 
at 3:41 of the third period in Game Eight, he tried to physically 
separate them. He also took pride in how close he often was to the 
action when goals were scored. Pointing to himself on the 5:5 
Cournoyer goal in game eight, for example, where he is right near 
the Soviet goal crease, he indicated that “there, that is where I liked 
to be right close to the net.” 

 
When asked about personal inspirations in his hockey 

career, he paused and had to think for a while before stating that: 
“A friend gave me a program from the 1955 World Championship 
Tournament in Germany that I kept and I read about the 1955 
Canadian team from Penticton.” He knew about the three [Dick, 
Bill and Grant] Warwick brothers and explained: “People in Krefeld 
still talk about them today. I liked the way they played fast, 
physical, and they beat the reigning World Champions from the 
Soviet Union handily 5:0!”14 Significantly, this tournament in 1955 
was the first ever World Hockey Championship held in Germany 
with games taking place in Cologne, Düsseldorf, Dortmund, and 
Kompalla’s life-long home, Krefeld. The latter city also hosted the 

 
13 Still called Oberliga until 1958, then Bundesliga from 1958 to 1994 and Deutsche 
Eishockeyliga from 1994 to the present. 
14 Kompalla interview in Krefeld May 26th, 2022.  His interest in the Warwick brothers 
was likely also enhanced after receiving an official program, which he still has filed 
away, from a spectator who watched the 1955 final in Krefeld. 
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final game between Canada and the USSR that, incidentally, was 
called by the legendary CBC play-by-play commentator Foster 
Hewitt and was referenced by him in Game Six of the Summit 
Series when he stated: “This game reminds me of Canada / Russia 
at the World Championships in Krefeld in 1955 – so physical.”15 
Well into his mid-eighties, Kompalla still regularly travels to the 
same three North Rhine Westphalia hockey rinks that hosted the 
World’s in 1955, Düsseldorf, Cologne, and Krefeld, to watch as 
many as three games per week. “Do you have seasons tickets in 
three different rinks then?” I asked. “No, they all know me well 
enough that I always get in free of charge,” he answered.16 

 
15 Foster Hewitt beginning of game six. YouTube Canada USSR Game Six Moscow 
September 24th, 1972. 
16 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 8th, 2022 

3 Original Program 1955 Hockey World Championships in Krefeld, Cologne, 
Dortmund and Düsseldorf 
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Prior to emigrating to Krefeld, Kompalla’s Katowice team 
played in the Polish First Division and there he won two national 
championships in 1956 and 1958. Thus, as Polish Champions, the 
team was then allowed to travel throughout Europe and play other 
hockey teams. In turn, the Katowice players enjoyed travel 
opportunities that were well beyond the reach of people living 
behind the Iron Curtain in Poland. Immediately, according to 
Kompalla, he was labelled as too great a flight risk to potentially 
leave communist Poland for a non-Eastern Bloc state. Even fifty 
years later, having to remain at home while his teammates 
travelled throughout Europe is something Kompalla finds grossly 
unfair. He believes the Polish Ice Hockey Federation singled him 
out because they had labelled his father a political dissident and 
thus, by association, Josef was likely to flee to the West. That the 
worries of the Polish authorities were not unfounded was 
exemplified by the fact on just such a European Cup hockey tour 
three members, brothers Harald and Werner Kadow as well as 
Marian Herda, of the Gwardia team did defect. The West German 
city where the players settled was Krefeld. 

 
The city of Krefeld lies on the left bank of the Rhine River 

and was a former weaving and textile center, as well as an integral 
part of the Rhine-Ruhr Industrial heartland that is situated near 
Duisburg, Mönchengladbach, and Rheinhausen. In 1955, Krefeld’s 
hosting of the World Ice Hockey Championship was symbolic of 
the post-war reconstruction and economic resurgence of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. Usually referred to in English as 
“West Germany” (FRG), it was founded in May of 1949 with its 
“East German” equivalent, the Germany Democratic Republic 
(GDR), being established in October of the same year. Although 
much has been written about the so-called “Wonder of Bern,” the 
1954 German World Cup soccer victory over the heavily favoured 
Hungarians, as a defining moment in the rebirth of the new post-
1945 West German state, it is important to remember that this 
victory took place in Switzerland. In contrast, the 1955 Hockey 
World Championship was the first opportunity for the Federal 
Republic to host a major international sporting event after the 
notoriously National Socialist-propagandized 1936 Olympic 
Games in Berlin. In 1958, the highly industrialized Rhine Ruhr 
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region served as the perfect backdrop to showcase that West 
German Minster of Economics, Ludwig Erhard’s, “Economic 
Miracle” was in full motion. The chosen host cities of Cologne, 
Düsseldorf, Dortmund, and Krefeld were all eager to showcase 
their hockey pedigree. 

 
Of these three cities, Krefeld may have been regarded as 

Germany’s hockey hotbed in the 1950s, perhaps akin to Montreal 
or Toronto. When Kompalla arrived there in 1958, Krefeld had two 
teams (K.E.V. and Preussen Krefeld) playing in the First Division. 
When I visited Kompalla in June 2022, he gave me a hockey tour 
of the city and showed me the two rinks: the old Rheinland Halle 
that hosted the 1955 championships and the more modern, 9,000 
seat Königspalast or Yayla Arena, which was built in 2004. 
Popularizing hockey in Krefeld started with a wealthy  Krefeld 
businessman, Willi Münstermann, back in the 1930s. The 
Münstermann family, whose former villa Kompalla and I also drove 
past on the Krefeld hockey tour, is still located only a few blocks 
away from the two rinks.  

 
Willi Münstermann, who fittingly made his fortune in the 

refrigeration and food cooling business, seemed obsessed with 
turning Krefeld into a German national hockey contender.  Rather 
than slowly cultivating and growing local talent, Münstermann 
took a considerable shortcut when he transplanted twelve 
Canadian-born, professional players with German roots, marketed 
them the “Krefelder Canadians,” and brought them to the 
Rhineland. The team, dubbed as “Canadian professionals” then 
played exhibition games in 1937-38 throughout Central Europe to 
promote interest in hockey while Münstermann simultaneously 
founded the Krefelder E.V. (Eishockey Verein) club. A Canadian-
infused hockey tradition in Krefeld was thus well-entrenched long 
before Kompalla emigrated to the city in 1958. In fact, the two rival 
Krefeld teams, Preussen Krefeld and K.E.V., were back-to-back 
German champions in 1951 and 1952, respectively. In 1971, largely 
due to financial pressures, Preussen Krefeld was merged with the 
larger K.E.V. club. 
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In retrospect, Polish suspicions that Kompalla was a 
potential flight risk to the West proved to be well-founded. In 1958, 
not just Josef, but his mother, sister, father, and wife all emigrated 
to Krefeld under what he stressed by “entirely legitimate means:” 
citizenship application, sponsorship, and, ultimately, full 
emigration. Undoubtedly, the connection to a sponsor family, and 
the Kompallas’ ethnic or Volksdeutsch background, coupled with 
the political persecution of Josef’s father in Poland, likely provided 
the preconditions to allow the entire family to start a new life in 
West Germany in 1958.   

 
From his arrival on, which he committed to memory as 

April 21st, 1958, Kompalla maintained his amateur status as both a 
player and referee. This meant having to combine his hockey 
career with his varied full-time work as a licensed auto mechanic, 
working for Ford as delivery driver, bartender turned manager of 
the “Le Bateau” nightclub, and as an employee of the City of 
Krefeld where he worked for twenty-five years. He was thus always 
dependent on the good graces of his employers to allow him 
vacation time and flexible shift changes to pursue his passion for 
the game. While still a player, he played twelve seasons for 
Preussen Krefeld. With the City of Krefeld, he said his favourite job 
was to teach skating to kids and adults.  

 
As a player, Kompalla always travelled by team bus or 

train, whereas as a referee he had to make his own ways to the 
games throughout Germany and received approximately 100 DM 
per game for travel and other expenses. When he was invited to 
the Summit Series Referee Training camp in mid-August 1972, he 
was therefore surprised and amazed by the quality of his 
accommodations at the Toronto Hilton, but also that the eight, 
invited, amateur Summit Series referees all got to travel by 
limousine in Canada. Similarly, he was stunned when he was told 
that the highest paid NHL head officials received approximately 
70,000 DM for a nine-month season and travelled from city to city 
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by airplane.17 He said this “was the type of money and life-style 
that aspiring amateur referees in Europe could only dream about.” 

 
Kompalla’s active playing career for Preussen Krefeld 

lasted for twelve seasons, from 1958 to 1969. He also enjoyed a 
short tenure with the German B national team, who, interestingly, 
held their intersquad games renting Cunningham Arena and the 
barracks at the local Royal Canadian Air Force Base Zweibrücken. 
In the quest for suitable practice facilities, especially in the off 
season when German rinks had their ice removed, the Canadian 
military apparently had numerous bases in Germany with quality 
ice to let. Kompalla said that he did not have much to do with the 
Canadian personnel and they did not play with their squads or 
receive any Canadian coaching. The Germans were more or less 
left to themselves. For Kompalla, the mere existence of the first-
rate, Canadian facilities on a military base presence in Germany, 
certainly added to the lore of Canada. As he later described it: 
“Canada is the land of hockey.” Although the Germans did not play 
the Canadian Flyers, they received a colourful pennant as a 
memento.    

 
17 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 1st, 2022. 

4 Royal Canadian Air Force Flyers 1958/59 Pennant 
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Unlike the 1930s “Krefeld Canadians” exhibition squad 
that was solely Canadian in composition, Kompalla’s Preussen 
Krefeld team did not have any Canadians on it. However, it did 
have a distinct Polish connection with five players stemming from 
the Upper Silesian section of Poland. Unfortunately, while this built 
an instant sense of fraternity among the Polish-born players, it 
often resulted in derogatory treatment from opposing ‘fans’ and 
players. The Polish-born Preussen Krefeld players had to develop 
a thick skin and a high degree of resilience to weather the on and 
off-ice abuse associated with their supposed ‘Polish otherness.’   

 
While not harping on this as a root cause, Kompalla did 

indicate that he developed into a tough, surly, no-nonsense 
defender who often landed in the penalty box. Newspaper 
clippings from the 1960s state that Krefeld fans had a chant: 
“Kommt Kompalla macht es bumm, fallen zwei Landshuter um! [When 
Kompalla comes it goes boom and two Landshuter fall down!]. 
Landshuter E.V. were a Southern German rival team of Krefeld. 
When asked if his physical playing style ever led to on-ice fights, 
Kompalla answered: “No, fighting was against the rules, you would 

5 1967-68 Preussen Krefeld Hockey Team (Kompalla front row, second from left) 
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get suspended and fined if you fought.”18 Here, the European rules 
differed greatly from the sport’s North American equivalent, where 
fighting did not result in an instant suspension, but instead a five-
minute major penalty. 

              
When he retired from playing in 1969, Kompalla 

immediately began taking his refereeing levels and quickly worked 
his way through the junior ranks, second and third league tiers, and 
eventually officiated in the German topflight. Here, he refereed his 
first game between Köln and Bad Tölz in September 1969. He 
therefore went through the transformation from player to referee 
so fast that his late 1960s and early ’70s games essentially resulted 
in him officiating many players he had only recently played against. 
Rather than a detriment to establishing his position of authority 
among players that were essentially his peers, he believed that his 
recent retirement was a major asset in strengthening his officiating 
style and rapport with the players. Restating the emphasis on 
physicality, he stated: “Hockey is a rough physical game and unless 
you have played, you would be at a loss to explain what occurs in 
the heat of battle.”  Specifically remembering some of the roughest 
players in Germany, including Klaus Auhuber and Otto 
Schneidberger, Kompalla said they all respected him like a peer 
and he did not encounter undisciplined behaviour that he and his 
officiating partner [a two-man, head referee system was used] 
could not manage.19  

 
Kompalla still believes himself to be part of a 

player/referee fraternity whose true insights could only be 
understood by those who played the game. Perhaps this can be 
best explained as a sense of esprit de corps, but he referenced this 
‘us and them’ mentality often: for him, those who played 
understood, those who never played could not understand fully. 
For example, in comments about German press clippings that 
viewed him critically, even though these seemed few and far 
between, he would say sarcastically: “yes, yes, of course, the press 
always knew exactly what happened on the ice.” Conversely, in 

 
18 Ibid. 
19 Kompalla phone interview August 6th, 2022 
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terms of this ‘on-ice fraternity,’ when viewing footage from the 
September 17th, 1972 Stockholm Canada / Sweden game with me, 
he suggested not to dwell too much on Bill Goldsworthy clearly 
referring to Kompalla as a “Nazi” while in the penalty box. Similar 
calls emanated from the Canadian bench, although it is not possible 
to determine from whom they originated. In reference to it all, 
Kompalla believed this was something that simply “occurred in the 
heat of battle.” He then mused: “In Sweden, I was called a ‘Nazi’ 
and a week later [his first Moscow game six was on September 24th] 
I was a ‘Communist’ – apparently, I had gone through quite the 
ideological transformation in just a few days!”20  Stockholm would 
not be the only time in the Summit Series during which he was 
accused of supporting one type of political ideology over another. 

 
While the Canadian construction of Kompalla’s supposed 

‘communist complicity’ will comprise a large part of this book, it is 
important to underline that in Germany a different type of 
Kompalla legend concurrently took shape. After a family friend in 
Germany, who had also refereed, found out Kompalla had 
committed to a series of interviews with me, he asked if I could 
confirm another near-folkloric tale involving the Krefelder. 
Kompalla, who had a reputation as a stay-at-home, physical 
defenseman who liked to mix it up, seemingly took the same no-
nonsense approach to refereeing games in the Bundesliga. The 
former referee clarified: “Jupp’s reputation in Germany was that he 
was a resolute official, with world-class experience and who was 
very set in his ways - almost thick-headed. Kompalla did not care 
what people thought once he had made a decision. I think people 
respected that.”21 While not outright bragging, Kompalla did 
mention in passing that he believed the fans in Germany respected 
him and added that they voted him best German hockey official by 
the readers of Eishockey News for thirteen years in succession. 

 

 
20 Kompalla interview in Krefeld May 26th, 2022.  While no video footage exist of game 
one in Sweden a video only, with no commentary is available of game two.  Here it is 
easy to pick up the derogatory on-ice language used by the Canadian players since the 
microphones seem to have been situated near the penalty box and team benches. 
21 Norbert Welter interview in Werden May 29, 2022.  
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The former German referee requested that I ask Kompalla 
about a ‘near-mythic incident’ that apparently unfolded while he 
was officiating a game in my hometown of Essen. Remarkably, so 
the story goes, after Kompalla had blown the final whistle to end 
the game, he immediately raced off the ice to fight a fan in the 
stands without even removing his skates. I posed the question to 
Kompalla: “Is there any truth to this crazy story and if true, what 
had caused the commotion?”  He replied: “Unfortunately, all true 
– Yes, I had jumped the boards in Essen when the game concluded 
and broke the fan’s nose. The whole game he had called me a 
“Polakensau” [A Polish Pig]!”22 Rather than express remorse, 
Kompalla relayed the story in a matter-of-fact manner, insinuating 
that the spectator got what he deserved. I followed up: “So, that 
means your only ever hockey fight occurred while you were a 
referee and not a player!” He answered, “yes, that is true, but that 
guy had it coming.”  

 
I could not find any supporting evidence to confirm that 

this unfortunate ‘referee–fan fight in Essen’ took place. However, 
Kompalla, ever the compulsive hockey collector, had saved many 
of the German newspaper clippings dating from the late 1950s to 
the early 2000s that featured him. This included those dealing with 
his early refereeing career in regional papers, such as Westdeutsche 
Zeitung and Rheinische Post, but also large press publications like 
Express, Bild Zeitung and even Der Spiegel. Whether regional or 
national publications, a recurring theme in the press clippings from 
1969 to 1972 were descriptions like “meteoric” and the German 
word “Senkrechstarter” [a rocket-like ascent], to describe 
Kompalla’s rapid rise through the refereeing ranks and the 
establishment of his revered reputation.  

 
Along with four full folders of press clippings, Kompalla 

also documented every game he ever refereed in a collection of 
small pocket notebooks numbered one to two-thousand-and-
nineteen. Remarkably, game number eighteen was already his first 
senior German men’s contest. His first experience refereeing at the 

 
22 Kompalla interview in Krefeld February 28th, 2020. 
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international level was when he called USSR versus Holland and 
this match only represented his one hundred and fiftieth game 
refereed at all levels. In viewing the statistical evidence from 1969 
to 1972, the “meteoric” ascent label seemed appropriate to 
describe Kompalla’s early officiating career in Europe.       

 
It is also important to note that there was no system of 

referee immersion, in terms of transitioning from a linesman to a 
head referee, in Germany because the IIHF two-person system 
was used until 1977, according to Kompalla. In contrast, in North 
America the single referee and two linesman system was in place 
by the early 1970s and Kompalla believed it to be far superior to 
both the old IIHF two-head-official system and the current four-
man variant. Kompalla was aware of the three-man, North 
American system in 1972 and thought its main advantage was the 
ability of the two linemen to call offsides. He indicated that two 
men were fine to call games in which the speed and intensity were 
not that high, citing youth games as an example, but it was the 
wrong system to use in fast-paced contests. Here, as his later 
experience with the three-man system would underline, he often 
felt as though the referee pairing was officiating the game a man 
short. In 1972 a two-man system was in place for all high-paced 
eight games. Lastly, on the drawbacks of the two-man system and 
current four-man systems, Kompalla shared his belief that it is 
desirable to have one official on the ice, not two, who is entrusted 
with ultimate authority. Ironically, his first experience with a three-
person system actually came two years after the Summit Series 
when he was selected to officiate the 1974 ‘Second Summit Series’ 
between the USSR and WHA All-Stars. 

 
In returning to the dizzying speed and sheer volume of 

international officiating appointments between 1969 and 1972, 
even Kompalla seems at a near loss to explain how he managed so 
many nominations so quickly. Perhaps he thought his background 
as a ‘neutral’ presence from a lesser hockey power served him well, 
in addition to his full fluency in German, Russian, and adequate 
knowledge of English and Czech. During our string of interviews, 
Kompalla repeated numerous, personal ‘officiating mantras,’ 
including: “whoever uses the stick as a weapon will need to face 
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the consequences” and “a foul is a foul no matter what time of the 
game it occurs.” While he could cite few hockey player inspirations 
beyond the Canadian Warwick brothers, he did mention two more 
senior German referees, René Keller and his Summit Series partner 
Franz Baader, as two people he always observed and from whom 
he learned. Another senior official whose advice he never forgot 
was Kurt Hauser. The Swiss refereeing legend told Kompalla to 
‘live and let live,’ regarding allowing physical games to unfold 
without being completely over-bearing as an official. Kompalla 
remembered that Hauser often used the analogy of ‘holding a 
sparrow in one’s hand and that if you squeeze it too hard the bird 
will die’23 to underline that an official had to ‘have a feel for the 
game’ and use discretion when assessing physical play.  

 
Even though his officiating career was already going very 

well in 1972, Kompalla was still quite surprised to receive the IIHF 
letter in the mail inviting him to referee his first World 
Championship in Prague in April. Not only did he referee ten 
games at the 1972 Worlds (April 7-22nd), but two of those games 
represented the greatest international hockey rivalry of the time: 
Czechoslovakia and the USSR. Unbeknownst to Kompalla, these 
1972 World Championships were his audition for the Summit 
Series, as both the Canadian series organizer and Team Canada 
Director, Alan Eagleson, and the Soviet Coach, Vsevolod Bobrov, 
were there to scout tournament officiating and put the final touches 
on what was to become the 1972 Summit Series. The Soviets did 
not emerge victorious in either game: they tied the first one 3:3 and 
the Czechoslovaks won the second 3:2 to claim their third World 
Championship and end the Russians streak of nine straight. I 
mentioned to Kompalla that in an interview, Eagleson had asserted 
that prior to the two Summit Series Exhibition games in Stockholm, 
he had “already seen the two West Germans (Kompallla in Baader) 
in Prague.”24 Kompalla then added, “He [Eagleson] could have 
seen me in Prague, but Franz did not referee that tournament. He 

 
23 Kompalla phone interview June 22nd, 2022.  1960 Lake Placid was Hauser’s fourth 
Olympic Games and he would later become Head of the Swiss Hockey Federation. 
24 Quote from Canada Russia 72 movie interview: Eagleson in reference to first 
Stockholm game and seeing Baader and Kompalla for the first time. 
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took time off since he just finished reffing the Gold Medal game at 
the Sapporo Olympics in February.”25 

 
Prior to his retirement in 1986, Kompalla officiated 2019 

games; he was not allowed to officiate past his fiftieth birthday. 
Still, even though his on-ice duties came to an end, he remained 
active as a supervisor and observer for both the IIHF and German 
Ice Hockey Federation. On September 22nd, 2002, nearly thirty 
years to the day after he refereed the infamous Game Six in 
Moscow, he was nominated for the IIHC Hockey Hall of Fame. For 
his 2003 IIHF Hall of Fame induction interview, his career statistics 
were listed as: “14 IIHF World Championships, two IIHF World U 
20 Juniors, the 1976, 1980 and 1984 Olympics, the 1972 Summit 
Series, the 1974 Canada Soviet Series which featured the WHA 
players.”26 In the 1972 series, he refereed Games Six and Eight in 
Moscow, whereas in 1974 he was in charge of Game One in 
Quebec and yet another Game Eight in Moscow. Additionally, 
Kompalla refereed games in the German First and Second 
Divisions, as well as officiating tenures in Japan, Australia, and 
South Africa. He concluded: “Hockey was my gateway to the 
world, it has allowed me to see and travel so much. I really only 
travelled for hockey, one trip to Bali was perhaps the only place I 
visited where hockey was not on the agenda.” While hockey has 
given him so many memories and opened so many doors, 1972 
stands out as his undisputed highlight: “It was an honour to have 
been part of the greatest hockey series of all time in 1972 and to 
officiate its greatest game. There will never be another series like 
that one.”27 

 
 
 
 

 
25 Kompalla interview in Krefeld May 26th, 2022. 
26 Szymon Szemberg interview with Josef Kompalla, “IIHF Hall of famer ‘Jupp’ 
Kompalla: Games of ’72 my best memories” online in IIHF Hall of Famer Special (Nov. 
2002), 6-7. The Official induction year was 2003. Kompalla has IIHF certification on 
his wall to document that he has refereed in fourteen, not twelve, as stated in the 
interview, world championships. 
27 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 2nd, 2022. 
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Chapter Two 
“1972 Was a Very Good Year for Me” 

 
There were two international hockey games in 1972 

whose respective historical legacies truly deserve the label ‘epic.’ 
The first is the primary focus of this book, as it culminated in the 
Summit-Series-deciding ‘Henderson goal’ on September 28th. This 
goal has been described by so many, including Brian Kennedy, Ken 
Dryden, Paul Henderson and even former Prime Minister, Stephen 
Harper, as a truly Canadian ‘where were you moment.’28 However, 
viewed through a wider global and historical lens, the other titanic, 
on-ice clash represented the most intense international hockey 
rivalry of 1972: Czechoslovakia versus the Soviet Union. On April 
26, Jaroslav Holik scored his historic, game-winning goal against 
the Soviets in front of an ecstatic crowd in Prague. When posed 

 
28 Brian Kennedy, “Introduction: “Yeah, I’ve got that Too”: What’s Left (Over) from the 
Summit Series” in Coming Down the Mountain – Rethinking the 1972 Summit Series 
(Toronto, 2014), 10. Ken Dryden and Roy MacGregor, Home Game – Hockey and Life in 
Canada (Toronto, 1989), 193. Stephen Harper, “Foreword” in Paul Henderson with 
Jim Prime Henderson, How Hockey Explains Canada (Chicago, 2011), xi.   
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with the question: “where were you when both games were 
decided?” Kompalla provided the same answer: “I was there, on 
the ice, officiating.”29 

   
There are numerous ‘origin stories’ for the 1972 Summit 

Series, ranging from discussions in Alan Eagleson’s Ontario 
cottage during the 1966 Soccer World Cup, Pierre Trudeau 
recognizing the power of sport, especially hockey, to boost his re-
election campaign, and the mysterious Soviet hockey writer Boris 
Fedosov “the snowman,” advocating for a Soviet-Canada, best-on-
best hockey series.30 Whereas who or what was most responsible 
for getting these negotiations moving is open to debate, it is clear 
where the plans were finalized: the 1972 Hockey World 
Championships in Prague. Ironically, even though Canadian 
powerbrokers including Joe Kryczka, Harold Ballard, and 
Eagleson all travelled to the Czech capital in April 1972, Canada 
did not actually send a team to the tournament. In fact, Canada 
had pulled out of hosting the 1970 World Championships that were 
to be held in Winnipeg over the eligibility of using professional 
players in what had traditionally been an amateur-only 
tournament.   

 
The 1972 World Hockey Championships were historic, 

since they represented the first time that the IIHF held a separate 
World Finals in an Olympic year. The Winter Olympic Gold Medal 
Final had previously crowned the dual Olympic and World 
Champion. 1972 was therefore already an international ice hockey 
oddity in that the Sapporo Olympic Games (February 3rd to 13th) 
crowned the Soviets as Gold Medalist, the United States won 
Silver, and Czechoslovakia Bronze. In Sapporo, Sweden finished 
out of the medals in fourth place. Then, at the Worlds in Prague on 
April 22nd, Czechoslovakia became the World Champions, the 
Soviets got Silver, and Sweden took Bronze, while the United 

 
29 Interview conducted with Josef Kompalla in person February 28th, 2020. 
22nd, 2022. 
30 Gary J. Smith, Ice War Diplomat: Hockey Meets Cold War Politics at the 1972 Summit 
Series (Medeira Park), 94-95. 
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States only managed an eighth-place finish. Similar to the 1972 
World Championships, Canada did not send a team to Sapporo.   

 
In briefly examining the results from both the Olympic and 

World tournaments and trying to establish he world’s top hockey 
powers in 1972, three nations stood out: the Soviets, 
Czechoslovaks, and Swedes. In reference to Canada’s standings at 
these amateur tournaments, the nation had last won Gold with the 
Trail Smoke Eaters representing Canada in Lausanne in 1961. In 
1962, Sweden won the Gold in Colorado, after which the USSR 
went on a nine World Championship victory run that was not 
ended until Czechoslovakia won the Prague tournament in 1972. 

 
 In terms of true global hockey supremacy, the great 

unknown had always been the excluded Canadian professional 
players from the NHL. In theory, the eight Summit Series games, 
scheduled between September 2nd and 28th, were going to settle 
this matter once and for all, at least in terms of the Soviet and 
Canadian teams. However, which is oftentimes forgotten, the 
Canadians would also play two exhibition games in Sweden on 
September 15th and 16th as well as one final game against the 
Czechoslovakian World Champions in Prague on September 30th, 
1972. In essence, the Canadian professionals played the world’s 
three best teams as part of the September European exhibition 
series. Significantly, Kompalla refereed both Sweden games, 
Games Six and Eight in Moscow and was scheduled to officiate the 
final game in Prague on September 30th. However, along with his 
West German countryman, Franz Baader, he instead resigned in 
protest. 

 
In reference to his first World Championships, Josef 

Kompalla believes he received his invitation letter to officiate in 
Prague from the German Head Referee Supervisor, Georg Zeller, 
in early April 1972. He was both surprised and thrilled to 
participate and would accumulate thirteen more IIHF invitations 
prior to officiating his last tournament in 1985. Like the 1972 WC 
tournament format, in which each of the eleven participating teams 
played a total of ten games, Kompalla also officiated ten games in 
total. The World Championships, like the Summit Series, utilized 



T h e  S e p t e m b e r  H e  R e m e m b e r s   38 | 

 

the IIHF two-head-referee, no-linesmen system. In his notebook, 
Kompalla cited the games, scores, and his officiating partner by 
name and country, as follows: 

 
Sweden 12 vs Switzerland 1 (Viktor Dombrowski / USSR) 
Czechoslovakia 4 vs Sweden 1 (Heinrich Ehrensperger / 
Switzerland) 
USSR  10 vs. Switzerland 2 (Pentti Isotalo / Finland 
Czechoslovakia 3 vs. USSR 3 (Heinrich Ehrensberger / 
Switzerland) 
Sweden 2 vs. USSR 11 (Gordon Lee / USA) 
Czechoslovakia 2 vs. Sweden 0 (Gordon Lee / USA) 
Switzerland 0 vs. USSR 14 (Pentti Isotalo / Finland) 
Finland 9 vs. Switzerland 1 (Gordon Lee / USA) 
USSR 2 vs Czechoslovakia 3 (Gordon Lee / USA) 
USSR 3 vs Sweden 3 (Heinz Dämmrich / East Germany)31 
 
As evidenced by some of the lopsided scores, three teams 

again stood above the rest: Sweden, Czechoslovakia, and the 
USSR. Beyond the two-man system, it is also interesting to note 
that assigned referees were never given games in which their 
native countries were playing. For example, the West German 
Kompalla would be paired up with the East German, Heinz 
Dämmerich for the USSR versus Sweden tilt. Fellow countryman, 
Franz Baader (1925-1997), who would be Kompalla’s main 
officiating partner for the 1972 Canadian games (two in Stockholm 
and Game Six in Moscow) was not in Prague. As Kompalla 
mentioned, this was likely because he had not made himself 
available or was not called upon so soon after working the Sapporo 
Olympics, where he refereed the tournament-deciding game 
between Sweden and the USSR. 

 
Prior to the 1972 World Championships in Prague, 

Kompalla had received press coverage only at the regional level 
and in speciality publications like Eishockey Magazin and Pirouette. 

 
31 Kompalla kept a set of small notebooks documenting all games that he refereed. In 
2022 he was still an obsessive statistician as he kept a log of all officials and calls 
made at the World Championships in Finland. 
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Significantly, with his on-ice performances in Prague, he made it 
into the most widely circulated German political weekly: Der 
Spiegel. In an extensive article entitled “Germans Wanted,” the 
reporter tried to assess why German sport officials seemingly 
excelled at the highest international level while some of their 
national teams, the ice hockey team in particular, were chronically 
under-achieving. The Spiegel staff had done some statistical 
analysis after the first three games of the 1972 World 
Championships and calculated that the West German team was an 
alarming -34 goals against after only three games. Still, the article 
continued, there were Germans who were performing well in high-
stakes games and, in this regard, Kompalla and Franz Baader were 
both singled out: Baader for the games in Sapporo and Kompalla 
for refereeing the first USSR-Czechoslovkia game in Prague. In a 
rather nationalist aside, the article then concluded that West 
German officials were even preferred to officiate the Soviet games 
when East German options [Heinz Dämmerich] had been 
available.32 Since the Spiegel issue appeared on April 16th, it could 
not anticipate that the German goals-against tally would balloon to 
-55 or that Kompalla would also be asked to officiate the 
tournament-deciding, second Czechoslovakia-USSR game on 
April 26th. 

 
Kompalla remembers this first trip to Prague with both 

nostalgia and some uneasiness. He was taken by the beauty of 
Prague, especially the old district where the Charles Bridge spans 
the Vltava River and the splendour of the Prague Castle. On all his 
visits to the Czech capital, the referees stayed at the Four Swans 
Hotel where Kompalla indicated “the accommodations were 
excellent.” Trepidation arose when Kompalla explained: “the 
Czechs are absolutely hockey crazy you know!” All games were 
held in the Prague Sportovini Hala [now Tipsport Arena], usually 
with full attendance and a terrific atmosphere. However, initial 
noise and the scope of the occasion got to the thirty-six-year-old 
referee a bit, as he candidly admitted he felt weak-kneed when 
dropping the opening puck at his first World Championship game 

 
32 Der Spiegel 17/1972, “Deutsche Erwünscht – Deutsche Schiedrichter Erreichen 
Weltniveau.” 
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between Sweden and Switzerland. With a blend of introspection 
and sincerity he reflected: “These are ‘all or nothing’ moments 
which you must get through as a young official. Either you rise to 
the occasion, or you perish.”33 Things would not get any less 
intense after the first game, as his second appointment involved 
the host team, Czechoslovakia. In fact, in their ten games total, the 
Czechoslovaks would have Kompalla as their referee on four 
occasions. Most significantly, it was the West German / American 
duo of Josef Kompalla and Gordon Lee that officiated the two 
tournament clashes between hockey’s fiercest rivals: 
Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union.  

 
After the Cold War ended with the collapse of the USSR in 

1991, it is difficult to relate the gravity of its defining moments, 
including the 1956 Soviet invasion of Hungary, the construction of 
the Berlin Wall in 1961, the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, or, from a 
Czechoslovakian perspective, the events of the 1968 Prague 
Spring, to anyone who did not live through this era. Czech 
superstar, Jaromir Jagr, who is second all-time in career total NHL 
points, wore the number 68 as an homage to the people of 
Czechoslovakia. Although not old enough to witness the events 
first-hand, Jagr was born in 1972, he lost his grandfather when 
Soviet tanks rolled into the Czech capital in January of 1968. While 
the Canada-Soviet Summit Series is engrained in the collective 
memory of many Canadians as a supposed ‘Cold War on Ice,’ after 
1968, the most intense international hockey rivalry in the real Cold 
War was clearly between the former CSSR and USSR.34 

 
In a sad twist of irony, the 1969 World Championships 

were initially to be held in Czechoslovakia, but due to what was 
sold by the Kremlin as a ‘Warsaw Pact pre-emptive operation’ of 
their country, the Czechoslovak hosts backed out of the 
arrangement. Although the Czechoslovaks did not lose to the 
Soviets at any of the three World Championships after the Prague 
Spring from 1969 to 1971, their efforts were never enough to deny 

 
33 Kompalla interview in Krefeld May 26th, 2022. 
34 See in particular: Eagleson’s Power Play: Memoirs of Hockey Czar, Roy MacSkimming 
Cold War on Ice and Paul Henderson’s How Hockey Explains Canada. 
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the Russians winning the tournaments due to their overall group 
standings and dominance over other teams. Then in February 
1972, the Soviets again prevailed in a head-to-head clash (5:2) 
against the Czechoslovaks at the Sapporo Olympics in February 
and secured the Gold Medal. 

 
In Prague, the Czechoslovaks and Soviets emerged as the 

elite class of the A Pool, sweeping aside all opponents including 
the other two major hockey powers of Sweden and Finland.  
Although only three years into his refereeing career, Kompalla was 
chosen to officiate the first high-stakes game between the 
Czechoslovaks and Russians on April 12th. His officiating partner 
was Gordon Lee, the same American with whom his countryman, 
Len Gagnon, would also officiate three games (Montreal, Winnipeg 
and Vancouver) of the North American leg of the Summit Series. 
Out of the eight referees chosen for the Summit Series, only 
Kompalla and Lee refereed at both the World Championships and 
the Summit Series. The same officiating duo of Kompalla and Lee 
was also assigned to the second tournament-deciding encounter 
Soviet- Czechoslovak on April 20th.   

 
Kompalla remembers the atmosphere in Sportovini Hala 

on April 20th as something he had never experienced before: “The 
atmosphere in the Prague rink was electric”, the Czechoslovak fans 
were very vocal and reacted to every shot, save, hit and penalty 
call with great intensity.  Interestingly, what Kompalla described in 
terms of the atmosphere in Prague was captured in the original 
intermission film that was narrated by Johnny Esaw and broadcast 
during the September 30th Canada-Czechoslovakia game. Esaw 
named it the “Faces of Prague” and explained that the Canadian 
camera team ‘was not allowed to film the World Championship 
game by order of the Czech Government’ or perhaps that the 
Canadian broadcasters had simply not secured the IIHF rights to 
the game itself. Whatever the case, the coloured-film crowd shots 
captured the intensity of the spectators and provided proof-
positive that the events of 1968 had raised this hockey rivalry to 
unprecedented levels. 
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In contrast to the visually stunning, CTV television, 
crowd-only colour images, the actual black-and-white footage of 
the second Czechoslovak-Soviet game shows a fast-paced, open 
encounter with few stoppages. Kompalla remembered: “yes a 
game played at a very high-speed and by two technically 
remarkable teams.” Given the real-life political tensions between 
the two countries and entrenched rivalry of the two squads, I asked 
“whether this animosity carried over onto the ice?” In other words, 
from an official’s perspective, was there a lot of physicality, rule 
transgressions or outright nastiness by either team? Kompalla 
answered: “Both teams were very fast, well-organized and 
disciplined. There were few penalties to call.” He added, “the calls 
that we [Kompalla and Lee] made were accepted, there was no 
complaining, nothing to deal with in terms of additional player 
chatter after referee decisions were made.”35  

 
Even though the game was a seesaw battle that was not 

decided until Jaroslav Holik scored the game-winning goal with 
6:27 to play in the third period, the last three minutes contained 
reasons for controversy. With only 2:46 of the game to play, and 
the Soviets buzzing for the equalizing goal, Alexander Ragulin took 
his man hard into the boards and was assessed a two-minute 
minor, thus putting the Czechoslovaks on a power-play for all but 
46 seconds of the game. In viewing the grainy footage, Kompalla 
believed Lee made the call and when asked if it was unusual to 
assess a penalty so late in such an enormous game he answered: 
“I would never question a decision made by my partner on the ice.” 
When I then tried to clarify that I was more concerned that making 
a call so late in the game might have ensured victory for the 
Czechoslovaks, he countered: “What does the time of the game 
matter when assessing a penalty for an infraction? A penalty is a 
penalty no matter what time of the game it occurs.” Judging by the 
emotionless reaction of Alexander Ragulin, who went straight to 
the penalty box and stoically took his seat, the Soviets seemingly 
took the same view on accepting penalties no matter when they 
were called or how much was at stake. Kompalla then concluded 

 
35 Kompalla interview in Krefeld May 26th, 2022. 
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that he also remembered the final scenes of this famous 
Czechoslovak victory in Prague very well, especially the fan 
euphoria. 

 
After this, his first visit to Prague, Kompalla asked me to 

include one of his fondest memories of the city, one which involved 
the late Canadian referee, Bruce Hood, who retired from the NHL 
in 1984. Unbeknownst to me, Hood became the world’s first 
[technically ‘former,’ due to his retirement] professional referee to 
be allowed to officiate an IIHF World Championship, the 1985 
tournament that was again held in Prague. The occasion was also 
used to give Hood a formal send-off from his international 
counterparts. Apparently, Hood and Kompalla hit it off and really 
enjoyed each other’s company, so much so that the West German 
and a large group of other merrymakers accompanied Hood who, 
according to Kompalla, walked to the Charles Bridge wearing his 
skates. In a symbolic act marking the end of his career, he tossed 
them into the Vtlava River below. Unsure of where exactly he met 
the Canadian referee again [likely, at The Rendezvous Series in 
Quebec in 1987] Hood had a special gift prepared for Kompalla.  
Hood, who had his own line of referee apparel, had an NHL jersey 
made for Kompalla. The official NHL jersey, with Kompalla’s name 
across the back, remains one of his most treasured possessions.36 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
36 Bruce Hood with Murray Townsend, The Good of the Game: Recapturing Hockey’s 
Greatness, (Toronto, 1999). In his book proposes that it would have been better for 
hockey if Canada lost in 1972. He stated: “We would have discovered that we needed 
to emphasize skating, stickhandling and playmaking rather than employ the bullying 
tactics that have become the predominant part of our game.”, xii.  
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Unfortunately, receiving his own NHL referee jersey from 

Bruce Hood would be the closest Kompalla would come to 
reaching his dream of becoming a professional referee in North 
America. Sadly, his remarkable experiences during the Summit 
Series all but guaranteed that this dream would never be realized. 

 
  

6 Kompalla wearing NHL jersey gift from Bruce Hood 
(June 6th, 2022) 
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Chapter Three 
Canada Was a Hockey Inspiration 

 
Josef Kompalla believes he received his mail invitation to 

attend the Referee Camp in Canada in either late April or early May 
1972. After reading the IIHF letter, he did not hesitate one minute 
and accepted immediately. During the first of six 2022 interviews 
in Krefeld, I asked what Canada represented to him in 1972 and 
what he imagined the far-away country to be like. He said that in 
the Polish school system, he had learned mainly about the vast 
geography of Canada, the wildlife, and the wide-open spaces. He 
singled out Niagara Falls, and the vast Alaskan wilderness, then 
clarified that the latter was part of the United States. He then added 
that the Canadian Prairies, Quebec City, and the West Coast were 
all places he had both heard and dreamt about. According to 
Kompalla, Canada represented a land of opportunity, natural 
beauty and one that did not have, in his words “the aggressiveness 
of the United States.” In sum, it was a country that he always 
wanted to visit and the IIHF invitation to the Referee Camp finally 
allowed him this opportunity. 
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Beyond the vast expanse of territory, natural beauty, and 

abovementioned place names, Kompalla mentioned that Canada 
was “always number one for hockey.” Before leaving Poland in 
1958, he was already a big fan of the Olympic Games and followed 
the World Championships by reading the Polish newspaper 
coverage. Prior to the emergence of the Soviet Union as a major 
hockey power in 1954, Canada had already won six Olympic Gold 
Medals and a remarkable fifteen World Championships. He knew 
Canada had sent only their amateur squads to these competitions 
and mentioned the names of teams including the Penticton Vees, 
Whitby Dunlops, and Trail Smoke Eaters. He again underlined that 
the Vees won the Championship “right here in Krefeld!” In 1972, 
Kompalla could therefore not wait to board the flight to see ‘the 
land of hockey.’ What he experienced there when travelling to the 
four host cities of Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver did 
not disappoint and left lasting impressions on him. 

 
Kompalla flew to Canada with Franz Baader and even 

though the first game of the Summit Series was scheduled for 
Montreal, they landed at Toronto International Airport. The main 
reason for beginning in Ontario was that Team Canada would hold 
its training camp in Toronto and the assigned referees would 
essentially do the same.                      

 
The European referee contingent was comprised of: Josef 

Kompalla and Franz Baader from West Germany, Ove Dahlberg 
from Sweden, and Rudolf Bata from Czechoslovakia. The four 
Americans were: Gordon Lee, Len Gagnon, Frank Larsen and 
Steve Dowling. Also shown in a group photograph were two Soviet 
referees who were in Canada as observers: Victor Dombrowski 
and Yuri Karandin. 
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Although the Americans arrived a bit later, he believes all referees 
stayed at the Hilton in Toronto. Kompalla was immediately struck 
by the level of luxury afforded to the ten amateur referees from 
abroad. He was also very pleasantly surprised that he did not have 
to make his own way to the camp in Etobicoke or to any of the four 
games in Canada. Unlike in Europe, where he received a modest 
expense allotment but had to travel to the games on his own, the 
referees in Canada were driven to all venues by limousine and flew 
from city to city.   

 
When asked what he knew about the financial status of 

professional referees in the NHL, he mentioned that he thought 
that they were well paid and probably enjoyed a high standard of 
living. When asked if he ever aspired to turn professional and 
referee in Canada, he answered “Well you always want to strive 
for refereeing at the highest level.” If the conditions were right, he 
was married, had an eight-year-old daughter in August of 1972 and 
felt settled in Krefeld, he would have “certainly consider[ed] 

7  Four Europeans and Two Soviets at Referee Camp in Etobicoke 
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moving to Canada if the opportunity arose.” During his two-week 
Canadian stay, it seems that his admiration for Canada and 
Canadian hockey only grew. He underlined that everyone treated 
him very well, the accommodations were top notch, and he made 
many friends. 

 
Prior to visiting Toronto and Montreal, Kompalla had 

heard of the legendary Maple Leaf Gardens and Montreal Forum, 
but it was obviously different hearing about hockey’s most famous 
buildings than actually attending games in them. Surprisingly, even 
though Kompalla had heard of the aforementioned hockey shrines, 
he knew none of the players on the Canadian team prior to 
attending their practices. He had previously encountered nearly all 
of the Soviet players at the World Championships with only few 
exceptions, including the ‘kid line’ of Yuri Lebedev, Vyasheslav 
Anisin, Alexander Budonov and the young Soviet goalie, Vladislav 
Tretiak.   

 
 
 

8 The Four Summit Series European Referees at Maple Leaf Gardens 
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Kompalla’s Summit Series staff credentials allowed him 
the opportunity to attend Canadian practices. He did not believe 
the practice demeanor of Team Canada or the Soviets differed 
greatly. For example, he indicated that both teams seemed loose 
and relaxed, but could also bear down on the drills when asked to 

by their respective coaches. Thus, his recollections did not support 
the perception that the Canadians were just going through the 
motions or did not practice with intensity because they took their 
Soviet opponents too lightly. From the sessions he attended, he 
thought that the Russians “perhaps just looked a little quicker”. 

9 Kompalla's Summit Series Credentials 
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Much has also been made about the shoddy equipment of 

the Soviets during their practice sessions and that this, along with 
perhaps deliberately underperforming in their sessions, was a ploy 
to dupe the Canadians. Bobby Orr famously noted that after seeing 
the Soviets train, ‘Canada would sweep the series eight games to 
zero.’ This has been read by some as a deliberate smoke-screen 
put up by the Russians to lull the Canadians into a false sense of 
security. For his part, Kompalla placed little stock in what type of 
equipment teams wore during practice, stating that in Europe this 
was standard fare and he knew of few occasions where the press 
were invited, paid any attention to how teams practiced, or 
remarked upon what players wore. He clarified: “Practice gear is 
practice gear and I did not notice any shoddy equipment when 
they [the Soviets] took the ice in Montreal.” When asked about if 
wearing shoddy equipment could have been an early act of Soviet 
deception, he clarified: “there was a lot of press attention 
everywhere in Canada regarding this series and perhaps the media 
dwelt on details that simply were not that significant.” He then 
concluded, “You Canadians are so obsessed about hockey that you 
read too much into things. How a team practices or what they wear 
during training has little impact on what will happen on game day.” 
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Simply being here as observers and seeing the sights was 
obviously not why the European amateurs had come to Canada. 
First and foremost, they all hoped to get ice-time themselves and 
learn from the best. While in his Toronto hotel room, Kompalla 
counted the minutes until the opening of the referee camp that was 
led by NHL Referee in Chief, Ian “Scotty” Morrison.  The camp  

was held in Morrison’s hometown of Etobicoke, near Toronto, on 
August 23rd, 24th and 25th, 1972. 
 

Based on Kompalla’s recollections, Morrison, who had 
been the innovator establishing referee camps beginning in the 
1960s, had clearly honed his craft. The attendees were put through 
a well-organized and rigorous three-day instructional set that 
involved morning classroom theory and afternoons of on-ice 
instructions and drills. Morrison hoped to improve the caliber of 
amateur officiating and sent out sixty invitations to his sessions, 
hoping to: “interest some of them in turning professional.” In an 
interview, just prior to the camp opening on August 23rd, Morrison 
stated that he was still confused as to why the Series organizers did 

10 Etobicoke Referee Camp Attendees (Front row left to right: Rudolf Bata, 
Ian "Scotty" Morrison, Ove Dahlberg, Gordon Lee, Josef Kompalla, Len 

Gagnon. Top row third from left: Steve Dowling and third from right: Franz 
Baader) 
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not use the North American three-man system. In what would be 
a foreboding statement, he also added: “I’m not convinced the two-
man system will work, because I think it is too much to expect two 
men to be able to call offsides and watch for penalties at the same 
time.”37 

 
According to Kompalla, both the off- and on-ice 

components of the three-day camp seemed to stress the 
differences between the rules of the North American pro game and 
European hockey: the smaller ice surfaces in North America, 
location of on-ice lines in Europe, two NHL offside dots instead of 
a single in Europe, square markings of the goalie crease versus the 
semi-circular variants in European rinks, two-line pass and icing 
differences, as well as the odd, curtain-like netting that was used in 
European nets to supposedly safe-guard against hard shots 
ricocheting in and out of the goal. Lastly, fighting was not allowed 
under IIHF rules and seldom occurred, since it would 
automatically result in both players receiving a game misconduct. 
The NHL penalty for fighting was a five-minute major and the 
players were allowed to remain in the game. 

 
Undoubtedly, the most significant differences for the two 

sets of referees attending the camp related to the North American 
three-man system: one referee and two linesmen would not be 
used in the Series. Having been part of the final negotiations in 
Prague, Canadian diplomat Gary J. Smith noted in his recent book 
Ice War Diplomat that the delegation did not pay much mind to the 
issue of having two or three men on the ice. Alluding to a degree 
of overconfidence among the Canadians, Smith speculated that 
they perhaps believed it did not really matter what system was 
deployed: the North American professional players would prevail 
in the eight-game series. Kompalla himself, even though he was 
used to refereeing with the IIHF two-person system, was also 
surprised that there would be only two officials on the ice. He 
would much rather have one head official in place and two 
designated linesmen to assist with calling offsides. There was one 

 
37 Staff, “NHL Referees to miss Series, but Clinic Planned for Amateurs” Globe and 
Mail (20 Aug. 1972). 
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exception to this configuration in the Series for the final game in 
Prague on September 30th; although not initially planned, a three-
person system was used. 

 
In hindsight, perhaps the most memorable instructions to 

the Europeans at Etobicoke, according to Kompalla, were: “to be a 
bit less strict than in Europe and to allow the game to unfold more, 
do not whistle so much.”38 Really, only select individuals on Team 
Canada had experienced European refereeing first-hand, 
specifically: Ken Dryden and Red Berenson, who had played for 
Father Bauer’s touring university teams in the late 1960s, and 
Canadian head coach Harry Sinden, whose Whitby Dunlops had 
won the 1958 World Championships in Oslo.  

 
Critically, both Dryden and Sinden kept very candid 

diaries for the month of September in 1972 and had plenty to say 
about the officiating. While in Face-Off at the Summit Dryden 
stressed the cultural differences and compared his experiences in 
Europe with different variants of officiating he had seen playing 
Canadian junior and American collegiate hockey, Sinden’s Hockey 
Showdown would harp on the European officials’ supposed 
incompetence. My stepfather, who had played major Junior in 
Chilliwack and then the German first division in the early 1970s, 
also had some revealing insights on the North American versus 
European officiating variants. Having experienced games called by 
Kompalla, as well many other Bundesliga referees, he stated: “after 
first arriving in Germany in 1972, it took me at least ten games to 
adjust my playing style to the new officiating. The officials just 
called way more infractions than I was used to in Canada.”39  

 
The on-ice camp in Etobicoke concluded on August 25th 

with some skating agility tests and a friendly European versus 
North American team drills competition that, Kompalla contends 
with a smile, ‘we Europeans won.’ Even though the Europeans may 
have outperformed their North American counterparts on some of 
the skating drills, they would not be able to referee any games in 

 
38 Kompalla interview in Krefeld February 28th, 2020. 
39 Roy Ovington phone interview July 3rd, 2022. 
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Canada. Only the four American referees would be allowed to 
officiate the games on the smaller North American ice surfaces. 
Using the same rationale of rink and rule familiarity, only the four 
European referees would be called upon to officiate the games on 
the larger ice surfaces in Stockholm, Moscow, and Prague. 

 
There was limited Canadian press coverage of the referee 

camp in Etobicoke, just a story in The Global Mail stressing that 
NHL professionals would not be invited. However, while in 
Moscow, NHL Referee in Chief, Scotty Morrison, looked back on 
his camp and stated that Kompalla had made a positive impression 
on him. After Kompalla returned to Germany on a layover prior to 
leaving for Stockholm, two German dailies also reported on the 
camp and claimed that he was offered a 20,000 DM per year 
professional contract to begin as a linesman. The article continued 
by paraphrasing Kompalla, saying “about twenty head officials in 
the NHL make about 70,000 DM for a nine month season.” When 
the reporters followed up to see if Kompalla would be interested in 
taking on such an assignment, he answered “perhaps as a head 
official only and that he now had a young family in Krefeld and it 
would be a huge decision to uproot everyone and move to North 
America.”40 When I asked whether this was an actual written offer 
from the NHL or Scotty Morrison, Kompalla clarified in 2022 that 
it was just something that was mentioned to him by one of the 
professional instructors at the camp.  

 
Prior to leaving Toronto for Montreal to attend the 

opening game at the Forum, the eight Summit Series referees were 
finally allowed to practice their craft by officiating the Canadian 
“Red vs White” inter-squad games that were held at Maple Leaf 
Gardens. Other than observing the Canadian players from afar, 
Kompalla now shared the ice with the likes of Phil Esposito, Paul 
Henderson, Yvan Cournoyer, Brad Park and most of the players 
who would gain infamy during the Series. The game Baader and 
Kompalla took turns officiating was the last intersquad contest that 
ended in a 6:2 White victory on August 29th. On that first on-ice 

 
40 “Profiangebot für Kompalla” in Rheinische Post (4 Oct. 1972). 
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experience with the Canadians, Kompalla noted: “they were 
obviously skilled players who could play at a high speed and score 
plenty of goals.” However, he then referred to the experience with 
the German phrase “Muster ohne Wert,” which roughly translates to 
“a pattern with little worth.” Essentially, he felt it was an experience 
that revealed little, due to its inter-squad, scrimmage nature. What 
was of historical worth though was how Harry Sinden reacted to 
his first glimpses of seeing the European and American referees in 
action. Dan Proudfoot of the Globe and Mail reported, “there were 
minor grievances with some calls” and then quoted Sinden: “there 
were few things to complain about in terms of the officiating 
tonight and the Europeans seemed to be on par with their North 
American counterparts.”41 It was so far so good for the amateur 
European contingent and their Canadian preparations. For the four 
Americans, things were about to get real.  

 
It is important to note that even though the Europeans 

referees attended all four games in Canada, it was never the 
intention of the organizers that they would be allowed to referee. 
Conversely, the four Americans were never in the mix to officiate 
in Europe. In fact, they would not even be invited to attend the 
games in Moscow, let alone officiate them. The decision to bring 
the four European referees to Canada must have principally been 
intended as an exercise in cultural hockey immersion. Long before 
the advent of satellite NHL broadcasts, broadly-distributed game 
tapes or internet feeds, the Europeans’ first-hand observations 
must have been intended for them to simply gain exposure to the 
North American professional game. When asked what exactly he 
learned or gleaned from his experience in Canada, Kompalla 
preferred to adopt a game-by-game perspective, stating “each 
hockey game reveals different things.” 

 
Prior to depicting Kompalla’s recollections of the games in 

Canada from the stands, it is important to shed some light on the 
referee selection process for each game, since it would become 
such a controversial part of the entire Series. In hindsight, both the 

 
41 Dan Proudfoot, “Team Canada Test – Henderson, Ellis Lead Whites over Reds” in 
The Globe and Mail (30 Aug. 1972). 
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Canadian and Soviet Hockey representatives should be faulted for 
not laying out more specific rules. However, since this eight-game 
Series across two continents was entirely unprecedented, it was 
not a surprise that both sides adjusted to the changing landscape 
of the Series as each successive game took on its own increasing 
magnitude. 

 
Perhaps most striking in looking back at the officiating 

framework chosen was that a two-man international system would 
be comprised of amateur referees for the entire series. In other 
words, arguably the world’s best, Canadian-born, NHL referees 
were never considered. Admittedly, there were likely not enough 
qualified American-born professionals to take over the entire series 
and using Canadian-born officials would have violated the IIHF 
principle that nationals from the same country as one of the teams 
playing, could not officiate their games. Once the two-man IIHF 
rule system had been agreed upon by both sides at Prague in April 
1972, those best qualified were therefore the Europeans who had 
experience with this system.   

 
In relation to the initial referee selection process, agreed 

upon at the World Championships in Prague, Alan Eagleson stated 
in his 1991 memoir: “The Russians could select the referees for 
games 1, Game 3, Games 6 and Game 8. We’d name them for the 
others, but we agreed this deal could be reviewed after the second 
game.”42 Upon first glance, the Soviet visitors in Montreal were 
afforded the first referee pairing and they chose the two 
Americans, Gordon Lee and Len Gagnon. In Toronto, Canada 
would have its choice of referees and went with Steve Dowling and 
Frank Larsen. Winnipeg was then a Soviet pick of referees, and 
Vancouver a Canadian choice. Seeing this formula through to the 
end, with the four Moscow contests in Moscow, Game Five would 
be a visitors’ pick for Canada and Game Six a Soviet choice. That 
meant that Game Seven was a Canadian choice and, critically, the 
final game should have been a Soviet selection.  

 

 
42 Alan Eagleson with Scott Young, Power Play: The Memoirs of Hockey Czar Alan 
Eagleson (Toronto, 1991), 102. 
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The problems would arise with the ‘after game two review 
process’ and the fact that the two sides could meet on or before 
the next game day to discuss if there were any issues to iron-out in 
terms of the officiating. When reviewing these general ‘rules,’ it 
becomes apparent that they had one enormous flaw: the two 
opposing teams were both entrusted to select the referees when 
the entire process should have been left to a neutral third party, 
such as the IIHF and/or NHL governing officiating bodies. In 
hindsight, that this ‘team consensus’ model of referee selection 
may prove to be highly problematic now seems clear. However, in 
1972 this Series was not just unprecedented in hockey, but in all of 
sport. As Gary Smith recently restated, this was supposed to be a 
“Friendly Exhibition Series” and referee selection would hopefully 
unfold in an atmosphere of dente and sportsmanship.43 After the 
shocking, first-game, Canadian loss in Montreal on September 2nd, 
it would prove to be anything but a mere friendly exhibition. 

 
Kompalla vividly remembers the pomp and pageantry of 

the opening game in Montreal: the presence of Prime Minster 
Pierre Elliot Trudeau, the ceremonial face-off with all the Canadian 
and Soviet hockey representatives on the ice, and the general 
tension and anticipation of the, in Kompalla’s words, “well-dressed 
Forum crowd.” Gordon Lee and Len Gagnon, the Soviet picks, 
were in charge of the contest and, thankfully, they would not be 
the main talking points of the long-awaited clash of hockey giants.   

 
For the first six minutes, the home side was off to a flying 

start with goals by Phil Esposito and Paul Henderson initially 
calming the nerves of Canadian fans. The Soviets gradually found 
their game with Evgeny Zimin and Vladimir Petrov knotting the 
score at 2:2 before the end of the first period. Two goals by Soviet 
superstar Valeri Kharlamov were followed with a goal by Bobby 
Clarke before three more by the Soviets put the game fully out of 
reach. The final tally of the 7:3 Russian victory shocked most 
observers, but not necessarily Kompalla who was very familiar with 
this talent-laden Soviet squad. He clarified: “Overall I refereed 

 
43 Gary J. Smith, Ice War Diplomat, 83. 
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Soviet teams for about fifteen years internationally and the 1972 
squad was the best one. Kharlamov, Makarov, Maltsev, Ragulin, 
Yakushev, Tretiak were amongst the best players I have ever seen 
and in 1972 they were all on the same roster.” He also was not 
surprised by what many Canadian players and observers 
commented on at the time: this Soviet team was in phenomenal 
physical shape.  Although no longer trained by the legendary 
Anatoly Tarasov, Kompalla still believed the physical preparedness 
of the entire team still bore the signature of his year-round training 
methods. In contrast, even though the Canadians also had plenty 
of skilled players they “did not play as much like a team, were too 
individualistic and then seemed to run out of energy. They still 
needed more games together to reach their potential.”44 

 
While not necessarily surprised by the Soviet performance 

in Game One, Kompalla was left with a memory from the Forum 
that he will never forget. As the game wound down and it became 
apparent that the Soviets’ four-goal lead in the third period was just 
too much for the Canadians to make up, he said that he had never 
been, or would ever be, in a rink that had been so drastically 
transformed. From the pre-game anticipation and early euphoria 
of the first two goals by Esposito and Henderson, the atmosphere 
at the mid-way mark of the third period was something Kompalla 
had ‘only experienced at funerals’. Everyone filed out of the 
building in a somber mood, having perhaps just experienced much 
more than a lost hockey game.   

 
The two Canadian coaches, Harry Sinden and John 

Ferguson, had been through numerous, long NHL playoffs runs 
and both had hoisted the Stanley Cup, Sinden as recently as May 
1970 with the Boston Bruins. Both knew full well that a single 
opening game did not determine a series.  The Canadian coaching 
duo immediately got to work on the necessary adjustments 
required to make sure the Canadian team was better prepared for 
the second game in Toronto. 

 

 
44 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 1st, 2022. 
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Sinden and Ferguson’s lineup changes for Game Two 
essentially telegraphed the type of game they hoped Team Canada 
would play. Out were the high scoring and skilled ‘GAG line’ (goal 
a game) New York Ranger line of Vic Hadfield, Jean Ratelle and 
Rod Gilbert. They were replaced by the hard-working and physical 
trio of Wayne Cashman, Jean-Paul Parise, and Stan Mikita, as well 
as Pat Stapleton, Bill White, and Serge Savard. In Game Two, this 
forward trio and new defence were infused into the line-up to play 
a Canadian-playoff-type, hard-hitting, and close-checking game. 
The Soviets would not be allowed the time and space they had 
enjoyed in Montreal. In addition to making these impactful line-up 
changes, it was also Canada’s turn to change the officiating duo 
and they called upon Steve Dowling and Frank Larsen to officiate 
Game Two. Arguably, the two new Americans also refereed in a 
more NHL-playoff-style that allowed far more physicality before 
they would blow their whistles. 

 
Now, in only the second game of the series, refereeing 

would already turn into a point of contention, but not from the 
Canadians’ perspective. This time, it was the Soviet coaching staff 
who went ballistic after what they considered numerous blown 
calls by the American officiating duo. In a very close game that was 
deadlocked at the end of the second period, the Soviets were given 
a bench minor at the 4:19 mark. Seemingly, there was much 
confusion as the two Americans, neither of whom spoke Russian, 
required a translator to assist with explaining the call to coaches 
Vsevolod Bobrov and Boris Kulagin. Scotty Morrison commented 
that “They almost let the game get out of hand in Toronto” and 
continued “there was a Russian interpreter in Toronto, but he had 
to be called out of the stands. We’ve got to have them right there 
on the bench.”45 For Morrison, the tumult could have been averted 
if the language issue had been resolved and the Soviets were able 
to make themselves understood. Kompalla observed:  

 
Communication on the ice is of course very important so 
that everything that needs to be explained can be dealt 

 
45 Canadian Press, “Morrison Says it’s Tough – Anxiety over Officiating” in The 
Albertan (7 Sept. 1972). 



T h e  S e p t e m b e r  H e  R e m e m b e r s   60 | 

 

with. Ideally, with two officials, either one or both speak 
the language of the teams they are officiating. In this case, 
it seems as though neither Dowling nor Larsen spoke 
Russian. I think [Gordon] Lee did understand some, not 
sure.46 
 

From a Soviet perspective, things only escalated when Gennady 
Tsygankov received a late slashing minor. Valeri Kharlamov again 
asked for clarification on the call and argued. Most of these events 
happened behind the play and cannot adequately be reviewed 
today, since they were not caught on camera. However, 
Kharlamov seems to have physically touched Steve Dowling, who 
immediately assessed the mandatory ten-minute penalty for this 
clear rule transgression. All penalty calls to the Soviets proved 
important, since the Canadians capitalized on two power plays as 
well as a delayed penalty to open the scoring. In other words, 
Game Two in Toronto was one of the few games in the Series 
where Canada proved lethal with the man advantage. Kompalla 
explained: “When a player deliberately touches an official, it is an 
instant ten. Depending on the incident, it can also be a game 
ejection. Either way, the rule is clear and the referee has to act.” 
Kompalla, therefore saw little room for complaints if Kharlamov 
had touched Dowling. On Kharlamov’s character he added: “he 
was very a very passionate player, technically amazing and also 
not one to back down from confrontation.”47  

 
Steve Dowling, who made the call on Kharlamov, also 

provided a fascinating background story on how the play unfolded 
during a 2012 book launch and interview session held at the 
Hockey Hall of Fame on September 28th. Remarkably, here 
Dowling related a story that captured Scotty Morrison’s immediate 
reaction to his call on Kharlamov. He indicated that he spotted 
Morrison sitting near the blue line while he was about to signal a 
ten-minute misconduct to Kharlamov for “bumping him at the end 
of the second period.”  Dowling clarified: “The only call for that 
[getting physical with an official] is a misconduct.” As he was about 

 
46 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 1st, 2022. 
47 Kompalla phone interview October 22nd, 2022. 
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to complete the call on the ice, Dowling said he noticed Morrison 
in the stands becoming animated, trying to get his attention, and 
motioning to change Kharlamov’s ten-minute misconduct into a 
full match penalty. Dowling then added in jest about Morrison’s 
patriotism: “the Canadian flag must have been this big on his 
chest.” Although he was cognizant of Morrison’s gestures, which 
Dowling said were directed straight at him, the American stuck to 
his initial call of a ten-minute major to Kharlamov.   

 
The next morning, Morrison summoned Dowling to his 

office in Rexsdale [near Toronto] to amend his pending NHL 
contract. According to Dowling, paraphrasing Morrison: “Steve, I 
am tearing your contract up and I am adding a few more dollars to 
it. Last night you probably saw that Canadian flag on my chest and 
my forehead so big – I was acting like a Canadian fan. The right 
call was a misconduct and I am going to [financially] compensate 
you for that.”48 Dowling ended his brief contribution to the panel 
discussion by acknowledging former NHL referee, Brian Lewis, in 
the audience and joking “there is always a supervisor no matter 
where you go.”49 In accordance with this statement, Scotty 
Morrison would in fact accompany Team Canada to Moscow, but 
only as an observer and not in a formal supervisory capacity. Still, 
this was not the last time in the Series that the NHL Referee in Chief 
was publicly critical of his own behaviour for ‘acting too much like 
a Canadian fan’.  

 
While Dowling had apparently passed his audition for 

becoming a professional referee in Game Two, he and his 
officiating partner, Frank Larsen, were getting a much different 
assessment from the Soviets. Coaches Bobrov and Kulagin were 
supposedly so upset that they launched a formal protest against 
the two Americans. Although this was not corroborated by the 
Canadian media in 1972, the two Soviets apparently stormed into 
the referees’ dressing room and yelled at them after the game. 
According to the Soviets, the two American officials in Game Two 

 
48 Steve Dowling, You Tube interview ’72 Stories from the Hockey Hall of Fame 
September 28, 2012 16:17 – 20:00. 
49 Ibid. 19:50-20:00. 
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had allowed the overly physical Canadians to “get away with bad 
behaviour, if not outright murder” by not calling enough 
penalties.50  

 
Prior to the third game in Winnipeg, the ‘second game 

referee review’ part of the Prague agreement was thus employed. 
As a result, the Canadians agreed that Dowling and Larsen would 
not referee another game in the series. The 1, 3, 5, 8 Soviet-
Canadian selection sequence was subsequently out of synch, since 
Canada essentially deferred their fifth game pick in Vancouver to 
the Soviets.  Rightly or wrongly, the Canadian coaching staff, along 
with Alan Eagleson, believed that the Russians thus owed them a 
favour in Moscow. Predictably, as the Series became increasingly 
intense, neither side was in the mood to do the other any favours. 

 
When asked about the Dowling-Larsen officiating 

controversy, Kompalla stated bluntly that he was “not really aware 
of it, nor did it interest him, since he was not impacted directly.” 
For the time being, he had busied himself as spectator of the four 
Canadian games. As such, he could tell the second game was much 
more physical than the first, but there really did not seem to be 
anything out of the ordinary to him. Canada had made 
adjustments, in terms of new players, and played a much stronger 
game in Toronto. Kompalla believed this was to be expected, as 
teams who had never played each other before simply made game-
to-game changes that would improve their chance of winning. 
Having lost by three goals in Game Two, the Soviets would need 
to make changes prior to Winnipeg to make themselves 
competitive again. 

 
Compared to his first two stops in Canada, Toronto and 

Montreal, Winnipeg represented quite a change of scenery for the 
European referee visitors. “All wide open and so vast” were 
Kompalla’s impressions of the Manitoba capital, as well as having 
much more of a “town-like feel” as compared the two largest 
Canadian cities he had visited previously. He remembered the 

 
50 Roy Mac Skimming, Cold War: The Amazing Canada Soviet Hockey Series of 1972 
(Vancouver 1996), 77. 
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arena for the enormous image of Queen Elizabeth II that hung on 
the wall behind one of the nets. Otherwise, the opening segment of 
Game Three proved memorable to Kompalla for all the wrong 
reasons: a moment of silence for the victims of the Munich Olympic 
Massacre in Kompalla’s home-country of West Germany.  

 
Tragically, eleven Israelis, one German policeman, and 

five hijackers all died in a brutal kidnapping plot that ended in a 
bloody firefight on the tarmac of the Munich Airport on September 
6th, 1972. When the decision was made by German security forces 
to storm the airplane, it sealed the fate of the Israeli hostages: none 
survived the ordeal. Kompalla commented that it is one of those 
tragic events in which politics, sport, and violence overlapped, and 
he still had vivid memories of this violent chapter of German 
history, explaining: “In Germany it was also the time of the Red 
Army Faction [or Baader-Meinhof terrorist activities] and people 
lived in fear. I really did not know what was happening or who was 
behind all these horrific events. It was a very dark day for Germany 
and the Olympic Games.”51 

 
Commenting on the tragedy of Munich, he mentioned that 

he was a strong believer in trying to keep “sport as sport and 
politics as politics” and that, ideally, their spheres do no not 
overlap.  For this reason, he has always attempted to downplay 
that the Canada Soviet Series of 1972 was a significant chapter of 
the Cold War. According to Kompalla, post-Series recollections 
seemed to make far too much of this politics, especially in 
Canadian remembrance. “On the ice these are hockey players 
trying to win a sporting contest, not political combatants,” he 
asserted. As events unfolded, he himself would be portrayed as a 
central figure on this supposed Cold War battlefield, which he 
never interpreted as such. 

 
The Soviet adjustments in Winnipeg involved an injection 

of youth and speed in the form of the so-called ‘kid line’ of Yuri 
Lebedev, Vyacheslav Ansin, and Alexander Bodunov. Canada 

 
51 Kompalla phone interview October 22nd, 2022. 
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picked up where they had ended Game Two by playing a physical 
game and not allowing the Soviets much time on the puck and 
space or in the neutral zone. After Parise and Petrov had opened 
the scoring, Ratelle and Esposito gave Canada a two-goal lead 
early in the second period. Kharlamov and Henderson then 
exchanged markers before Lebedev and Bodunov scored to erase 
another two-goal Canadian advantage. The game ended in a 4:4 
tie but, from a Canadian perspective, squandering the two-goal 
leads twice over must have seemed like a great opportunity 
missed. With a win in Winnipeg, Canada could have gone up 2-1 
in the Series. Kompalla believed: “Both these teams never quit, you 
could get leads on the other and there was always a chance of a 
comeback. I had seen the Soviets do this at tournaments in Europe, 
you could never count them out. Canada showed in Moscow as 
well as Stockholm and Prague [where they scored last minute goals 
to tie games] that they also never quit.”52 

 
The Winnipeg game was also notable for the exploits of 

Wayne Cashman, who would be a key figure in how Josef 
Kompalla would be remembered after the two Stockholm games. 
For now, it should be pointed out that the physical, Boston Bruins 
forward racked up fourteen of Canada’s eighteen total penalty 
minutes in Game Three. Whether accurate or not, Phil Esposito 
would later reflect that, in his view, Cashman had become a 
marked man in Game Two: “I’ve seen Cash tailed by cops, but 
never by a referee before. They were right with him all night.”53 

 
Reviewing the game footage, it is apparent that Cashman 

got into a verbal exchange with the American referee after 
disputing his slashing penalty at 10:44 of the third period and he 
received a ten-minute misconduct. Whether Sinden and Ferguson 
deemed Cashman a disciplinary liability after this performance is 
unclear. He was a healthy scratch in the last Canadian home game 
in Vancouver, but Cashman played both exhibition games against 
Sweden. In the second of these, he supposedly suffered one of the 

 
52 Kompalla interview in Krefeld May 26th, 2022. 
53 Richard Bendell with Paul Patskou and Robert MacAskill, 1972 The Summit Series 
Canada vs. USSR Stats, Lies and Video Tape (Bolton, 2013), 192. 
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worst injuries in hockey history when he collided with Ulf Sterner 
and hurt his mouth. He would subsequently miss all games in 
Moscow but be fully recovered to play the final game against 
Czechoslovakia on September 30th. The legend of Cashman’s 
Stockholm injury is a crucial point of origin in the Canadian 
vilification of Josef Kompalla.  

 
Prior to departing for Sweden, Team Canada still had a 

final Summit Series home game to play in Vancouver. With the 
Series all knotted up at one win and a tie apiece, this last game in 
Canada was a rubber match of sorts. By most accounts, for Canada, 
it was a game to forget. 

  
Kompalla has very fond memories of Vancouver: the 

beauty of the North Shore Mountains, Stanley Park, the city’s 
proximity to the Pacific Ocean, and its brand-new, state-of-the-art 
hockey arena: The Pacific Coliseum. The fourth game itself was 
one in which he remembers the Soviets being just impressive; they 
played better and did not respond to the Canadians’ rough, often 
undisciplined style. In Vancouver, the Soviets had perhaps their 
best game and the Canadians had an off night, arguably their worst 
effort overall. The fans and media, especially those watching in the 
Pacific Coliseum, verbally made their displeasure felt, as the game 
was slipping out of reach for the home side when it was 4:1 after 
the halfway mark. 

 
Most emblematic of how the night went for Canada was 

an incident where Frank Mahovlich fell onto Vladislav Tretiak and 
then seemed to deliberately impede the Soviet goalie by holding 
him down. This incident was met with resounding boos from the 
Pacific Coliseum crowd. Although goals by Bill Goldsworthy 
shortened the Soviet lead to 4:2, Vladimir Shadrin replied to 
restore a three-goal lead and Dennis Hull rounded out the scoring 
with under a half minute left to play, making the final score 5:3. In 
the end, the score was more flattering to Canada, as they were 
thoroughly outplayed. Equally as important, they took foolish 
penalties and played an unappealing clutch-and-grab style of 
hockey. The Pacific Coliseum crowd made their disapproval felt by 
booing the home team as the clock wound down. 
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Even after the game concluded, some Vancouver fans 

milled about the Zamboni exits and continued to yell at the players, 
not only as they left the ice but even when Phil Esposito gave his 
‘Player of the Game’ interview with Johnny Esaw. Famously, 
Esposito launched into an emotional speech that some have 
labelled as a turning point in the Series. He underlined that he and 
his teammates were indeed trying their best and re-emphasized 
that they were all proud Canadians playing a very good Soviet 
team. Remarkably, in some recollections of ‘the speech’ it has been 
heralded as Canada’s Geddysburg Address or equated with 
Winston Churchill’s ‘We Will Fight on the Beaches’ Dunkirk 
Speech. 

 
Kompalla said “unfortunately, I did not hang around to 

witness the speech after the game.” Nor was he aware of it at the 
time, since he only watched the games live and did not follow the 
Canadian television coverage. He did read some of the newspaper 
articles the next morning, but even after viewing the replay in 2022, 
he concluded that he respected Esposito’s honesty, but said he 
could not assess how it ultimately impacted the Series. He 
determined that many motivational team speeches happen behind 
closed doors, but one could never really gauge their impact. Many 
Team Canada members actually said they had never heard of the 
speech until the early 1990s when the first versions of the restored 
game tapes were available for purchase or partially rebroadcast. In 
1972, players, along with Kompalla, simply did not watch 
highlights after games and instant access to internet platforms like 
YouTube was still decades away.   

 
Presumably, it became much more pressing for Team 

Canada to regroup after this very disappointing home-set of four 
games, rather than locate film of Esposito’s interview. From the 
end of the Vancouver game on September 8th to Game Five in 
Moscow on September 22nd, Harry Sinden and John Ferguson had 
exactly two weeks to find a new winning formula. Team Canada 
left for Europe with only a single win, one tie, and two losses. To 
win the eight-game Series outright, they would likely need to win 
three games in Moscow. 
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Prior to heading back to Europe, Kompalla enjoyed a brief 

respite from the Canadian leg of the series, which he used to return 
to his home in Krefeld for six days. Here, the German press caught 
up with him for the first time during the Series to get his take on 
what he had experienced in Canada. In hindsight, the interview 
really captured how in awe Kompalla was of Canadian hockey, 
especially the facilities. For example, he mentioned the escalators 
in Canadian rinks, the level of detail in the Canadian arenas with 
the crested ice surfaces, as well as noticing minor details like how 
the crowd adhered to non-smoking regulations. In a mid-
September Rheinische Post interview, he noted that he was taken by 
the level of professionalism and polish on display in all the 
Canadian hockey venues.54 

 
Importantly, the German daily article also contained the 

first picture of Kompalla before he actually took the ice in the 
Series. Here, he was shown with some of his mementos: a hanging 
NHL team puck collection and a banner from the Canadian Soviet 
clash. The most stunning item, which was also described as such 
by the Krefeld reporter, were his flashy, new, Canadian fashions 
Kompalla was sporting for the photoshoot. He wore a bright red 
dress-shirt and matching red pants that were accessorized by a 
custom-made white belt.  

 
54 “Zuerst gewannen die Russen 7:3 in Rheinische Post (10. Sept. 1972).  
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Hardcore Summit Series fans will recognize this Maple-Leaf-red 
garb as the same outfit the Team Canada training staff wore in 
Moscow. Indeed, the full fashion ensemble Kompalla was wearing 
during the interview was given to him by ‘a Canadian trainer.’ 
Attempting to pinpoint who had gifted the shirt and pants to him, 

11 Kompalla with 1972 Joe Sgro gifted Team Canada pants and belt 
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I showed Kompalla a team picture and his finger landed on Joe 
Sgro.   

In hindsight, the red shirt, pants, and white belt are not 
mere 1970s fashion relics, but have significant historical merit. To 
receive such a personal gift indicates that the relationship between 
the Canadian Team and the West German official seemed to be 
very cordial at this time. Receiving the flashy red outfit from a 
member of the Canadian training staff was the last symbol of 
goodwill he would receive from Team ’72 for the next fifty years. 
Kompalla’s amazing transformation from a collegial referee in 
Canada to a “James Bond-like villain”55 would begin during the two 
Stockholm exhibition games on September 16th and 17th, 1972. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
55 A comment attributed to my colleague Gail Edwards from the Douglas College 
History Department as she assisted in finding primary Canadian sources pertaining to 
Kompalla. 
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Chapter Four 
Out of Sight - Kompalla and the Two Sweden 

‘Friendlies’ 
 
Officially billed as ‘friendly exhibitions’ to celebrate the 

50th Anniversary of the Swedish Ice Hockey Federation, the two 
games in Stockholm (September 16th and 17th) were anything but 
friendlies: they were bloodbaths. While often glanced over in the 
countless recollections of the Summit Series, since they did not 
feature the Soviets, the two games were still of considerable 
importance. One week before the resumption of the series in 
Moscow, the Canadians were able to test their skills against 
another formidable opponent: the Swedish National Team.  

 
The two games in Stockholm were historic for several 

different reasons. It was the first time that a full team of Canadian 
NHL professionals was going to play on the larger European ice 
and would be exposed to IIHF referees. Significantly, both games 
in Stockholm were refereed by the West German officiating duo of 
Franz Baader and Josef Kompalla. Although Baader and Kompalla 
had travelled to Canada and officiated a “Red versus White” 
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intersquad game, this was the first time the two German amateurs 
were on the ice with Team Canada in a real-game situation. The 
two German referees both had recent experience in the World 
Championships in Prague and the Sapporo Olympics, respectively, 
but nothing could have prepared them for the level of physicality 
and violence they would be asked to keep in check during the 
Stockholm games.  Instead of experiencing a gradual, friendly 
immersion into the Team Canada versus Team Sweden 
international matchups, the two West Germans received a baptism 
of fire.  

 
By all accounts, specifically by the Canadian and Swedish 

press, the revealing diaries of Harry Sinden and Ken Dryden, and 
the autobiographies of Alan Eagleson and Phil Esposito, the 
Canadians arrived in Sweden in a foul mood. Having not only lost 
the final game in Canada 5:3 in Vancouver on September 8th, but 
also having left the Pacific Coliseum ice to a chorus of boos, the 
team took an ‘us against the world’ or ‘all hands on deck’ attitude 
to Europe. Alan Eagleson apparently made the oft-cited ‘leaky old 
rowboat’ analogy, in which every man either starts rowing or ‘bails 
out’ to stress the sense of urgency as the team left for Europe.56 

 
Even before puck drop, Wayne Cashman became a key 

figure in the escalation of violence and referee intimidation in 
Stockholm, doing little to endear himself to the Swedish fans and 
media. Toronto Star reporter Dick Beddoes quoted Cashman’s first 
words to the Swedish Press when he got off the plane as: “Where 
were you guys in World War Two?”57   

 
In terms of available research sources, it should be 

mentioned that the first Stockholm contest is the only game of the 
eleven (four in Canada, two in Sweden, four in Moscow, and one 
in Prague) for which video footage seemingly does not exist. 
Unfortunately, multiple emails to the Svenska Ishockey Verbündet, 
and even the personal efforts of Swedish hockey legends, including 
Ulf and Pia Sterner, could not locate a copy of the first game. Since 

 
56 Alan Eagleson, Power Play 108. 
57 Scott Morrison, The Day Canada Stood Still (Toronto, 1989), 101. 



T h e  S e p t e m b e r  H e  R e m e m b e r s   72 | 

 

Canadian television broadcast rights to the games could also not 
be secured, what remains from the two games is an eerie, silent, 
Swedish television broadcast that was first included in the 2007 
Ultimate Collection DVD box set. Critically, as applies to Kompalla 
and Baader, viewers following the series in 1972 could not watch 
their actual refereeing debuts on Canadian television. Had the two 
Swedish games been broadcast, viewers could have gained 
valuable insights. Most importantly, they could have gleaned how 
the violent events in Stockholm impacted the way two West 
Germans would officiate the Canadian team the next time they 
shared the ice with them in Moscow. 

 
Kompalla remembered his first real-game experience with 

the Canadian professionals as an eye-opener. Predictably, an 
international game between two global hockey powers could never 
be compared to officiating a mere intersquad game like the one he 
experienced in Toronto. Still, given that this was a ‘friendly’ 
celebration of fifty years of Swedish hockey, the level of Canadian 
physicality from the open draw did surprise him. To stress, the 
games did not have any worth in impacting the eight game 
Canada-Soviet competition. However, as the research by Tobias 
Stark has shown, there was a long history of physical clashes 
between the Swedish nationals and the various incarnations of 
amateur teams that represented Canada.58   

 
In the 1950s and 60s, the Canadian teams had usually 

emerged victorious against Sweden and, on numerous occasions, 
these games contained violent incidents. Stark believes that the 
Swedes had a blend of respect and admiration for the way 
Canadians played the game, but he also asserted that they had 
progressed so far in fifty years of growing the sport that they were 
now much closer to being on par with the Canadian amateur 
national teams. From a Swedish perspective then, the lore of facing 
the best Canadian professionals in 1972 represented a very special 
opportunity to celebrate the sport and test their own abilities.  

 

 
58 Tobias Stark, “From Sweden with Love” in Coming down the Mountain 170. 
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Kompalla and Baader were busy in the first game, 
assessing twenty-six minutes in penalties to Canada with Sweden 
receiving eight. It was not just the Canadians’ physicality that 
surprised him in Game One, but also something that he described 
as a team character trait of the 1972 squad: “these Canadian 
players really liked to talk to the officials.” In fact, Kompalla 
indicated that this was a something that, for better or for worse, 
really separated Canada from any other team he had officiated. 
The Canadians consistently asked for clarification of rules or on-
ice decisions and they used one four-letter word repeatedly. Fifty 
years on, Kompalla was still perplexed and asked: “What exactly 
does it mean that you can use it [the f-word] in so many different 
ways?” While I tried to do my best to find a German equivalent, 
such as “Ficken,” I struggled to explain its versatility, nuanced 
meanings, and why Canadian players used it so much in Stockholm 
and Moscow.  

 
Perhaps his late Summit Series refereeing partner, Franz 

Baader, would have been far more qualified to formulate a 
definition. Afterall, although much of the Moscow commentary by 
Foster Hewitt, Johnny Esaw, and Brian Conacher questioned both 
Germans’ ability to understand English, a quick glance at Franz 
Baader’s resume would have revealed that he had been a 
professional translator at the American Military Base near Füssen 
in Germany until 1958.59 While not an expert in translation like 
Baader, Kompalla contends that his English skills in 1972 were 
sound enough to understand nearly all of what the Canadians were 
saying. “If I got stuck, I could always count on Franz’s help,” he 
clarified. In the games Baader officiated, an expert English 
translator was on the ice with Kompalla, whose English was fair but 
was fluent in Russian and could understand Czech. In Sweden, it 
was thus the home team that the two West Germans may have had 
trouble understanding on the ice. The logical refereeing partner for 
either German in this regard would have been Ove Dahlberg but, 
under IIHF rules, he was not eligible to referee the games of his 
native countrymen.   

 
59 Joachim Neusser and Harald Richter, “Die brutalsten Spiele meiner Laufbahn” in 
Express (4 Oct. 1972). 
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While the two West German referees, and most of the 

players on the Swedish team, were surprised at how intense the 
games were Swedish veteran, Ulf Sterner took it all in stride. In a 
recent phone interview, I asked about ‘the friendly’ nature of the 
two Stockholm games. He replied, laughing: “We were no longer 
friendly once we met Mr. Cashman and Mr. Esposito!” Sterner then 
went on to describe the tough Bruins forward by saying: “Cashman 
was Esposito’s hired gun, like a gun-slinger in the Wild West - there 
to defend him.”60 For Sterner, this was nothing new, since he had 
experienced the same aggressive physicality when he became the 
first European to have a brief stint in the NHL with the New York 
Rangers in 1964/65 season.  

 
60 Ulf and Pia Sterner phone interview August 3rd, 2021. 

12 Ulf Sterner wearing 1972 Swedish jersey. Photo courtesy of Pia Sterner. 
(October 29th, 2021) 
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Sterner clearly remembered that similar intimidation 

tactics were directed at him from the first game he played in the 
NHL. He said that during the pre-game skate of his very first game 
versus Boston, Bruins enforcer, Reggie Fleming, skated up to him 
and stated: “tonight I am going to kill you.” Sterner still has the 
New York newspaper clipping with the headline “Sterner survives 
Fleming” filed away. He also added that the experience playing in 
the NHL and American minor leagues made him adapt, grow a 
thick skin, and it taught him how to play a more physical and, in 
his words, “Canadian style of hockey.” Subsequently, Sterner never 
shied away from the challenge and conceded that he enjoyed when 
things got a bit rough. He concluded: “the Canadians came out [in 
Stockholm] and wanted to intimidate us.” When asked whether he 
would have described this Canadian style as physical or dirty, 
Sterner answered: “it was both.”61 

 
Many of Sterner’s teammates, such as future NHLers Borje 

Salming and Inge Hammarström, were apparently taken aback by 
the visitors’ aggressive style of play in Game One, where the 
Canadians prevailed 4:1. Kompalla recalled having no concerns 
about this first game and indicated that he and Baader tried to 
adjust to things as they arose. Following the game, the Swedes 
were also ready to adapt accordingly. Swedish coach, Kjell 
Svensson, stated immediately after Game One that “if Canada 
wants to play according to Canadian rules, all right, we are 
prepared to do so.”62 The following night, the stage was set for a 
game that would be remembered, for all the wrong reasons. 

 
Both sides drastically upped their aggressive and physical 

play the next day in Game Two. Phil Esposito reflected on the 
escalating violence in the second game, which he said had 
originated from the Swedes repeatedly spearing the Canadians. He 
bluntly stated that “even though it was an exhibition game, boy, we 
went after them with both barrels. Beating them up was more 

 
61 Ibid. 
62 Jim Coleman, “Swedes Totally Unimpressed with Canadians” in Calgary Herald (18 
Sept. 1972). 
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important to us than winning.”63 In the recent CBC documentary, 
Summit 72, he added an additional dimension to justify Canada’s 
undisciplined play by instructing his team to “play as mean and 
dirty as we can cause the Russians are watching.”64 

 
Due to the excessive violence, and especially the two 

injuries to Wayne Cashman and Swedish captain Lars-Erik 
Sjöberg, one Canadian reporter went as far as labelling Game Two 
the “Blackest Hour in Canadian Hockey.”65 Another wrote that the 
two teams were involved in “an ugly exhibition of stick-wielding 
exhibition that made the National Hockey League look tame in 
comparison.”66 The main stick-swinging duel that Ted Blackman 
was referring to took place between Canadian reserve, Dale Tallon, 
and Ulf Sterner. Remarkably, Kompalla has a black-and-white 
photograph, given to him by a Swedish photographer, of this “stick 
fencing exhibition.” It shows him racing towards the two players to 
intervene. 

 
63 Phil Esposito and Peter Golenbock, Thunder and Lightning: A No B.S. Hockey Memoir 
(Toronto, 2003), 130-131.  Esposito then erroneously mentions ’winning the second 
game in Sweden’ - it was a 4:4 tie.  
64 Phil Esposito interview in CBC documentary Summit ’72 Episode Three. 
65 Jim Coleman, “Blackest Hour in Canadian Hockey” in The Ottawa Citizen (18 Sept. 
1972). 
66 Ted Blackman, “Esposito’s Goal Salvages 4:4 Tie” in The Gazette (18 Sept. 1972). 

13 Dale Tallon, Ulf Sterner and Josef Kompalla in second Stockholm game 
(September 17th, 1972) 
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Significantly, beyond the violence, the two Stockholm 
games began a pattern of Canadian referee intimidation, both on 
and off the ice. The key triggering incident in this regard occurred 
with only eighteen seconds left to play in the first period. Wayne 
Cashman and Ulf Sterner collided well after the whistle and the 
Canadian player presumably suffered a tongue injury. There was 
no penalty assessed on the play and the full impact of the collision 
occurred out of view of the television cameras.67  

 
Contrary to popular depictions, which often rank the 

Cashman injury among the worst in hockey history requiring 
anywhere from eighteen to ‘over fifty’ stitches, there was initially 
no blood visible on the play. The near folkloric aspect of this 
supposedly horrific injury is doubly perplexing, since Cashman 
stated in 2012 that:  

 
At the end of the period, of the second game, I was skating 
off the ice, and a guy came up behind me and speared me 
in the face. That’s all I know, I did not go the hospital for 
a couple of days, but I finally had to go because it got so 
bad. It should have been stitched, but it never was.68   
 

This quote was taken from the 40th anniversary book by Andrew 
Podnieks in which the author then ignored his own interview with 
Cashman and arrived at an “eighteen stitch” damage assessment 
for the Canadian forward. Remarkably, the personal recollections 
of this key eyewitness were apparently forgotten to let the tongue 
laceration legend persist. 

 

 
67 Cashman’s injury has become the stuff of legend, with the extent of the damage 
ranging from zero to over fifty stitches. See: Cashman interview in Podnieks, 40th 
Celebration, 121 where he says: Podnieks, 40th Celebration, 121. Then seemingly 
ignoring his own interview with Cashman, Podnieks claimed Cashman was cut for 
“eighteen stitches.” Ibid. 109. For ‘50 stitches’ see: Staff “Professional Hockey’s Worst 
Injuries” The Globe and Mail (2 Feb. 2009), the 2012 documentary Cold War on Ice: 
Summit Series ’72 (44:18) or Alan Eagleson commentary in the movie Canada Russia ’72 
(DVD One 1:35:08) where he states Cashman received “forty-three stitches.” 
68 Podnieks, 109 and 121. 
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When rewatching the Stockholm footage fifty years later, 
frame by frame, Kompalla recognized that Cashman completely 
ignored Franz Baader’s whistle, never stopped his momentum, 
and, three seconds later, clearly ran at Sterner. Still, Kompalla 
stated that he “did not see a penalty on the play” and now believes 
that “Cashman likely bit his own tongue.”69 For his part, Cashman 
was well enough to retrieve his glove from the boards that he had 
lost on impact and then made a pistol-shooting motion towards the 
Swedish bench. Previously, he had checked his mouth for damage 
with his right hand and during the pistol motion, there is no blood 
stain visible on his fingers. Keeping in mind the “in excess of fifty 
stitches” or Sinden’s assertion that it was “one of the worst injuries 
I have ever seen,” Cashman then made his way onto the Canadian 
bench and did not receive any immediate medical attention. 

 
Dan Proudfoot of The Globe and Mail also observed the 

incident and stated: “Near the end of the period, he [Cashman] 
charged at Sterner, who reacted by bringing his stick up. The 
contact cut Cashman’s tongue. Team Canada doctors commented 
later that tongues heal quickly.” In the same article, Gary Aldcorn 
of Hockey Canada also reflected on the Sterner-Cashman collision: 
“[Sterner] was surprised when he saw Cashman coming and when 
he turned, he got him. I don’t think there was anything intentional 
about it.”70 The following day, Proudfoot added, sarcastically: 
“Keen students of both hockey and medicine who wondered how 
Sterner’s stick sliced Cashman’s tongue may now know the truth: 
the Team Canada player suffered the nasty gash by biting himself 
in the tongue.”71 Similarly, Ted Blackman of The Gazette provided 
even more details when he explained: “But his own trainer, [John] 
Frosty Forristall of Boston, already let the truth slip. ‘Cash bit his 
own tongue’, Frosty said.” Blackman continued: “That’s what I 
thought at the time. I had seen Cashman run at Sterner after the 

 
69 Josef Kompalla phone interview October 1st, 2021. Knowing the infamy of the 
Cashman-Sterner incident, Kompalla emphasized in English: “It was an accident.” 
70 Dan Proudfoot “Crude Team Canada Ties Sneaky Swedes” in Globe and Mail (18 
Sept. 1972). 
71 Dan Proudfoot “Tarnished play Disturbs Team Canada Players” in Globe and Mail 
(19 Sept. 1972). 
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whistle and miss. The Swede managed to recoil in self-protection. 
Cashman ended up slamming into the boards headfirst and the 
impact rammed the teeth through his tongue.”72 

 
For his part, Ulf Sterner said in the 2021 interview that the 

Canadian forward “ignored the whistle and tried to kill me” and 
thus, his high stick to Cashman’s face was an act of “self-defence.” 
Sterner added that he had: “learned how to defend himself playing 
pro in North America.”73 Whomever was to blame, the injury 
caused Cashman to miss the remainder of the games in Moscow. 
However, it is very important to note, since it is not mentioned in 
any major publication on the series, that Cashman was healthy 
enough to return to the line-up for the game in Prague on 
September 30th.74 In an odd coincidence, Kompalla kept his 
program of the final game in Prague. In the weathered booklet, he 
listed all the players that slotted into the lineup that night and there 
he wrote number fourteen: Cashman’s number.  

 
72 Jean Jeansonne “Team Typewriter is Red All Over” in Newsday (22 Sept. 1972). 
73 Sterner interview August 3rd, 2021. 
74 Dr. Andreas Nowak interview May 23rd, 2022.  Since this injury is so perplexing, I 
asked Dr. Andreas Nowak, a German surgeon who has also worked hockey games in 
Essen, about tongue lacerations.  He explained:  Even though a fifty-stitch tongue 
repair thus seems medically improbable, this injury myth has been perpetuated in the 
latest 2022 official history of the Summit Series by Scott Morrison where he states, 
Cashman “needed upwards of fifty stitches in and out of the mouth” Scott Morrison, 
1972 The Series the Series that Changed Hockey Forever (Toronto, 2022) p. 127.  Notably. 
freeze-frame images of Wayne Cashman following the Sterner collision (36:07-33) and 
leaving the ice after the first period (37:27-37:48) show little or no damage to his face.  
See Disc Two in ’72 Complete DVD set. 

14 Original Program Czechoslovakia - Canada, Prague (September 30th, 1972) 



T h e  S e p t e m b e r  H e  R e m e m b e r s   80 | 

 

A quick glance at the stats-sheet confirmed that Cashman played 
the full game and had thus recovered from “one of the worst 
injuries in hockey history” in a span of only two weeks. 
 

Since the Cashman injury legend was recently 
perpetuated in Scott Morrison’s official 1972 team-sanctioned 
history, where he states, Cashman “needed upwards of fifty 
stitches in and out of the mouth”75 and none of the Team ’72 
members, including Wayne Cashman, answered my interview 
requests, I decided to approach this topic from a different angle. 
While I was in Germany to interview Kompalla in May 2022, I was 
able to relate the story of the Cashman tongue injury to Dr. 
Andreas Nowak. As a surgeon, he had worked Essen hockey 
games in the past and was well-accustomed to tongue injuries. 
When I informed him of the ‘fifty stitch to the tongue’ hypothesis, 
he answered, “this is not possible,” then clarified:  

 
Tongue lacerations are seldom stitched since they usually 
quickly heal by themselves.  The laceration from a hockey 
stick blow to the face often causes the recipient to bite 
down on their tongue. In severe cases, the injury may be 
stitched and require between two and five stitches. The 
highest number of stitches that can be physically placed in 
a tongue is about ten, this would be to repair a near full 
detachment of the tongue. If the tongue is severely 
damaged, it also bleeds and forces the player to expel their 
excess blood from the mouth by spitting repeatedly. 
Lastly, tongues are fast healing and healing time from an 
injury is between two days to five days.76   
 

I showed Dr. Nowak the incident on film, and he could not see any 
blood. When shown photo of Cashman’s face, as he was leaving 
the ice in Stockholm, he could also not detect any significant 
damage near the mouth. 

 

 
75 Morrison, 1972 The Series, 127. 
76 Andreas Nowak Interview in Essen-Haarzopf May 23rd, 2022. 
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Examining the Cashman injury in such detail is necessary, 
since it really represents the ground zero of the Canadian 
justifications to target the two West German referees as 
‘incompetent officials.’ The Cashman-Sterner clash also 
culminated in some remarkable off-ice exploits during the second 
intermission; the collisions happened at the end of period one, in 
the tunnel of the Stockholm arena. Harry Sinden provided the most 
detailed description of this off-ice incident in his candid 1972 diary, 
stating:  

 
At the end of the second period, I waited on the runway 
for the referees. Both teams used the same runway, and in 
this case, that resulted in a bad scene. I jumped all over 
the Germans verbally, telling them how unfair they were.77  
 

The Canadian head coach continued: “Cashman dressed in street 
clothes, wanted to get back at someone.”78 According to Sinden’s 
account, Cashman had not left the rink to go to the hospital, but 
was apparently feeling well enough to physically pursue the two 
referees in the player tunnel. Ultimately, this volatile situation 
needed to be diffused through Swedish police intervention, but not 
before the press had a field day reporting the chaotic scenes.79 

  
The Swedish and Canadian media also had plenty of 

material to write about involving the second injury-related incident 
in Stockholm. Unlike the more mysterious and controversial 
Cashman-Sterner incident, the second major injury was clear cut. 
With 5:29 left to play in the third period, Vic Hadfield brutally 
cross-checked the Swedish captain, Lars-Erik Sjöberg, square in 
the face, right in front of the home team’s net. Unlike the visible 
absence of blood in the Cashman injury, the Sjöberg incident was 
a very messy affair: the Swedish captain’s nose was clearly broken 

 
77 Harry Sinden, Hockey Showdown - The Canada-Russia Hockey Series: The Inside Story 
by Harry Sinden (Toronto, 1972), 68. 
78 Ibid 68. 
79 Ibid 69 and in Associated Press, “Swedish Writers Hurl Harpoons – Criminal 
Assault” in The Globe and Mail (18 Sept. 1972) and Staff Stockholm, “Myth crushed – 
Swedish Papers Stress Hockey Violence” in The Globe and Mail (19 Sept. 1972). 
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and was bleeding profusely. He first attempted to go to his bench 
for medical treatment but was quickly told by the trainers that he 
needed to leave the game, presumably because the injury was too 
severe. To do so, he could not directly leave from the bench to 
seek treatment, but instead needed to find his way, assisted by 
Sterner, to leave the ice through the Zamboni entrance.  

 
Contrary to Cashman’s taunting, gunfighter gesticulation 

at the Swedes, Sjöberg pointed to his Canadian counterparts, 
gestured to his bloodied face, and shrugged his shoulders in a 
gesture that seemed to be asking, ‘what was that for?’ Another 
striking difference from the absence of blood on the Cashman 
injury was the prevalence of blood on Sjöberg’s face and the trail 
of blood that stained the ice surface. Harry Sinden, numerous 
Canadian reporters, and a selection of later authors criticized 
Sjöberg for ‘showboating to the Swedish media.’ However, based 
on the available film footage, these assessments seem misplaced. 
After all, he had just had his nose broken by a blatant, Vic Hadfield-
delivered cross-check to the face and the amount of bleeding 
forced him to skate across the ice by the only exit available: behind 
the Swedish net. 

 
Due to the blatant nature of the infraction, and the graphic 

nature of Sjöberg’s injury, the call against Hadfield was clearly a 
five-minute high-sticking major. What was not clear to Kompalla, 
either in 1972 or fifty years later, was why the Canadian team had 
to resort to this level of violence. He kept asking me: “Why did they 
do this? It has nothing to do with hockey” and “they knew they 
would go to the penalty box for these actions.” When I could not 
provide a rationale to his question other than: “Perhaps this was an 
attempt to make the Swedes back down by playing a physical 
brand of hockey,” he was in no way satisfied with this partial 
explanation and replied “the Swedes would not be intimidated by 
anyone.”80   

 

 
80 Kompalla interview in Krefeld May 26th, 2022. 
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Kompalla did come up with a hypothesis as to why the 
Cashman injury was possibly over-exaggerated by Sinden and, 
subsequently, the press: “making that injury appear to be so 
horrendous would serve as a Canadian counterweight to the 
graphic nature of the Sjöberg’s broken nose.”  

 
While not alluded to by Kompalla, Cashman’s subsequent, 

second period meltdown in the Stockholm tunnels could also have 
been the final act that revealed his volatility and disciplinary 
problems. In Moscow, he was relegated to the ‘black aces’ group 
or, as Ferguson and Sinden called them, ‘the goons.’ This was a 
group of reserve players who could essentially be called upon 
when needed. The storyline of Cashman’s horrific injury may also 
have been deliberately fabricated to protect a fellow-Boston Bruin, 
‘Cash,’ who had won a Stanley Cup under Sinden in 1970. In doing 
so, Cashman would escape the embarrassment of simply being left 
out of the lineup for his lack of discipline. If the injury was really 
‘one of the worst in hockey history,’ then Sinden would surely not 
have played Cashman and risk further injury in the September 30th 
exhibition game against Czechoslovakia. Here Cashman not only 
played but, in typical ‘Cash style,’ he played roughly and on the 
edge of the permissible throughout the game.81 

 
After all this drama in Stockholm, both in and out of public 

view, Canadian goalie, Ken Dryden, noted in his diary: “We played 
poorly and took a lot of stupid penalties. Naturally, we did a lot of 
crying about these penalties too. Actually, I think we deserved at 
least eighty percent of them; certainly, they would have been called 
by NHL referees.”82 Assistant coach, John Ferguson, took a similar 
approach in relation to the West German officiating duo: “Ninety 
per cent of our penalties were so obvious that my five-year old 
could have called them.”83 Dryden reflected:  

 
81 Strangely, the game against Czechoslovakia was never included in any of the 
commemorative Team ’72 box sets. It is sporadically available on YOUTUBE (June 
22nd, 2022) on which this film assessment of Cashman in Prague was based. 
82 Ken Dryden with Mark Mulvoy, Face-Off at the Summit (Toronto, 1973), 103. 
83 Dan Proudfoot, “No Holiday in Stockholm -Tarnished Play Disturbs Team Canada 
Players” in The Globe and Mail 19. Sept. 1972). 
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It’s about time we stop bitching about European 
referees…We knew that European referees would be 
handling the games in Stockholm and Moscow, and we 
accepted that fact. Now we should accept the 
consequences and adjust accordingly.84 
 

The Canadian goalie then concluded: “it would seem reasonable 
that we would begin to get the idea that European refereeing is not 
going to change to adjust to our style.”85 For reference, it is 
important to note that the penalty distribution Dryden and 
Ferguson were referring to in Stockholm was thirty-one minutes 
assessed to Canada and four to Sweden. 

 
In 1972, two members of the Montreal media took the 

Canadian lack of discipline in Stockholm to task. Michel Blanchard 
of La Presse and Pierre Gobeil of Montréal-Matin86 were among 
those who spoke out in the Canadian press, although Blanchard’s 
headline: “I am ashamed to be Canadian” was even picked up by 
the German dailies.87 Blanchard, the La Presse correspondent, even 
followed up his article with an open letter to the Prime Minister, 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau, the next day. Here he urged Trudeau: “Let 
us export anything we want – maple syrup, ministers, singers or 
any other commodities, even hockey sticks – but never, Mr. Prime 
Minister the kinds of senseless brutes that happen to be some of 
our best professional hockey players.” Similarly, Pierre Gobeil 
minced few words in his assessment of the Canadian conduct in 
Sweden: “I am truly ashamed, truly ashamed to have my country 
represented by such idiots.”88 

 
Critically, instead of following Dryden’s suggestion of 

“adapting to the European officiating style,” Sinden made a 

 
84 Dryden and Mulvoy, Face-Off at the Summit, 104. 
85 Ibid. 
86 Both cited here from Philippe Cantin’s Serge Savard – Forever Canadien, 
87 Peter Dietrich, “Ich Schäme mich– ein Kanadier zu sein…” in Sport-Kurier (20. Sept. 
1972). 
88 Philippe Cantin, Serge Savard – Forever Canadian (Montreal, 2020), 164. 
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different adjustment after the second Stockholm game: he began 
to publicly lambaste the West German referees. After Game Two, 
he stated to the press: “The officiating was terrible out there 
tonight. And it will be worse in Moscow.”89 He then went one step 
further in setting up the final four games against the Soviets, 
prophesizing: “refereeing will be our biggest problem in 
Moscow.”90 And lastly, on what the Germans had witnessed in 
Stockholm, he stated: “I’m not looking forward to seeing them 
again. I’m sure they have a chip on their shoulders after what 
happened.”91   

 
The deliberate vilification and physical intimidation of the 

West German referees thus began in Sweden, well before Game 
Six in Moscow. It was here that the Canadian behaviour, especially 
that of Sinden, began to trickle down and impact the way the 
players and press reacted to the German officials.92 For example, 
Ted Blackman of The Gazette came up with the very catchy, yet 
derogatory, wordplay referring to [Franz] Baader’s officiating 
during the game as moving from “Baader to worse.” In the same 
article, Phil Esposito also offered his views on the two amateur 
officials, telling Blackman: “You can’t expect more from a guy who 
is a plumber for 11 months of the year and a referee for 10 games 
each winter.” He then added: “As I told him on the ice, he had too 
much beer the night before.”93 

 
As predicted by Sinden, the tumultuous events in Sweden, 

both on and off the ice, certainly shaped how Baader and Kompalla 

 
89 Jim Coleman, “Team Canada Guilty of Stupid Sins.” in Edmonton Journal (18 Sept. 
1972). 
90 Sinden, Hockey Showdown, 71. 
91 Ibid 81.  
92 Here Sinden was clearly preparing the groundwork of grouping the West Germans 
in with the Soviet ‘enemy other.’ See Brian Kennedy, “Confronting a Compelling 
Other” in Andre C. Holman (ed.) Canada’s Game – Hockey and Identity (Kingston, 2009) 
where the Soviets were transformed to the “compelling other” as the unfolding series 
proved they were athletically on par with the Canadians. Once victory was achieved, 
Kennedy explained, “the process of erasing the other began,” 59. Rather than erasing 
the myth after the final Canadian victory, the legend of the ‘Kompalla enemy other,’ 
continued to build.  
93 Ted Blackman, “Swedes Wonder if NHL a Hoax” in The Gazette (18. Sept. 1972). 
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approached their next assignment. Not surprisingly, the two West 
Germans wanted to maintain control of the upcoming Canadian-
Soviet encounters so that the chaotic Stockholm scenes would not 
be repeated. The next time Kompalla and Baader shared the ice 
with Team Canada was Game Six in Moscow. 
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Chapter Five 
An Official’s Impressions of Moscow 

 
The USSR, and its capital city Moscow, had undergone a 

geo-political metamorphosis by 1972.  First Party Secretary, 
Leonid Brezhnev, had been the dominant political force in the post-
Khrushchev era for a decade following the 1962 Cuban Missile 
Crisis. While Brezhnev himself had been called ‘the last Stalinist,’ 
the early 1970s opened in a context of Cold War détente that 
reached its height with unprecedented twin visits by American 
President Richard Nixon to Maoist China and the USSR, Beijing in 
February, followed by Moscow in May 1972. The American foreign 
policy shift is sometimes referred to as an offshoot of ‘Ping 
Diplomacy’: the cultural exchange of the Chinese and American 
table tennis teams, which began at the 1971 World Championships 
in Japan. 

 
The Soviets could hardly stand idly by while the United 

States now seemed willing to engage in dialogue with another 
major communist power. For the Kremlin, the hardline, closed 
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economic borders and COMECON (Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance) isolationism had proved to be both economic and 
human failures. In short, Brezhnev, who was a big hockey fan, was 
willing to reassess the Soviets’ troubled relationship with both the 
United States and other major Western powers. Whereas China 
and the USA used ‘Ping Pong Diplomacy’ as their gateway to foster 
more positive relations, an ice hockey series could perhaps serve 
a similar function for Canada-Soviet relations. In other words, a 
hockey series itself could serve as Ping-Pong Diplomacy on ice. 

 
Often forgotten among the high-stakes Cold War 

negotiations of the early 1970s that culminated in the Moscow 
Agreement between the Soviet Union and West Germany in 1970 
and the US-Soviet SALT (Strategic Arms Limitation Treaties), was 
that Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau had already blazed 
his own trail in trying to improve East-West relations. In May 1971, 
Trudeau, along with his wife Margaret, embarked on a twelve-day 
visit to Moscow. By all accounts, the trip was productive and the 
Canadian Prime Minister seemed serious about de-escalating the 
risk of military tension by promising to gradually drawdown 
Canadian NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) troops in 
Europe. Not to be outdone, the second most powerful politician in 
the Soviet Union behind Leonid Brezhnev, Soviet Premier Alexei 
Kosygin, returned the Canadian goodwill visit when he came to 
Ottawa in October 1971. Under Trudeau and Kosygin, Canadian-
Soviet relations had been at their most cordial since the end of the 
Second World War and thus represented a distinct period of Cold 
War thaw. 

 
In Gary Smith’s recent book, Ice War Diplomat, he outlines 

how this geopolitical context of the early 1970s underlined that the 
1972 Summit Series was never intended to be the next great 
battlefield in the Cold War. Instead, this hockey series was 
intended, first and foremost, to be a friendship exhibition. The 
Series’ peculiar, eight-game format was, in itself, a direct reflection 
of sporting international détente. In theory, the Series did not need 
to have an ultimate ‘victor,’ due to its even-number format. Having 
“the friendship series,” which was the original name for the contest, 
end in a tie was both mathematically possible, and perhaps even a 
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desirable outcome for the organizers. The absence of any official 
tie-breaking mechanisms, such as sudden-death overtime or 
shootouts, to determine individual game victors must also be 
viewed in this regard. 

 
Contextualized in this period of Cold War thaw, the very 

presence of Team Canada in Moscow, not to mention their three-
thousand accompanying fans, was a reflection of greater Soviet 
openness. Still, the subsequent lore of the Series is often couched 
among tales of supposed Cold War intrigue. From stories of 
pilfered Canadian cases of beer and steaks disappearing, the hotel 
being under KGB surveillance, two-way mirrors in rooms, 
mysterious phone calls in the middle of the night, and even a 
massive chandelier crashing from the hotel ceiling, it is very 
difficult to separate fact from fiction. For example, the legendary 
chandelier caper was recently retracted by the players as ‘entirely 
made up.’94 Perhaps the passage of time, Cashman was seventy-six 
and Frank Mahovlich seventy-five at the time of the latest Morrison 
interviews, has given some incentive to correct, or simply admit, 
the fabrication of some stories. Since there were so many divergent 
versions of what took place in Moscow, some players have clearly 
been exaggerating their version of events or simply not telling the 
truth. 

 
To be fair, not all Canadian players experienced the same 

feelings of paranoia while in Moscow. Frank Mahovlich, for 
example, represented one extreme, indicating that he did not feel 
safe staying in a Moscow hotel for fear of being targeted by the 
KGB. In contrast, Bobby Clarke and the late Pat Stapleton could 
not relate to their teammates’ stories that they felt like they were 
under surveillance or that their experience in Soviet hotel rooms 
markedly differed from their North American counterparts. Given 
the magnitude of the Series, it should not come as a surprise that 
Team Canada stayed in the new Soviet showcase, the Intourist 
Hotel. Inherent in the name, the hotel predominantly catered to 

 
94 Scott Morrison, 1972 The Series, In 2022, Peter Mahovlich stated: “The truth is, that 
was a made-up [chandelier] story that has been told so much it’s evolved into 
something that ‘actually’ happened.” 139-140. 
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prominent international tourists and had only just been completed 
in 1970. The Intourist’s main lounge was known as the ‘dollar bar.’ 
In many ways, the Intourist symbolized that the new Soviet state 
was at least projecting itself as more welcoming to the West.  

 
By 1972, the Moscow Treaty signed between Federal 

Republic of Germany and the USSR allowed large, West-German 
steel firms, such as Krupp, Mannesmann, and Thyssen to access 
the Soviet market.95 On a personal note, an uncle of mine, who 
worked for Krupp in Essen was part of the first wave of German 
business representatives to fly to Moscow in the early 1970’s. He 
recounted that as a ‘special guest,’ his trips were mostly 
characterized by fabulous, Muscovite hospitality and very 
luxurious accommodations. However, he also noted that it could 
take up to two hours to wait for an external phoneline and that it 
was not a place in which you wished to spark the attention of 
authorities. Noting he never encountered any issues with the 
police, but had heard of German business types who did have 
rough experiences, he explained: “As long as you did not draw 
unnecessary attention to yourself, especially if you had too much 
to drink, you would not have any problems.” Prior to his retirement 
in the early 2000s, he travelled to Moscow for Krupp over one 
hundred times and had no complaints about Soviet hospitality.96 

 
Kompalla’s 1972 trip to Moscow would be the first of what 

he estimates were a dozen visits to the capital, predominantly to 
referee the annual Izvestia [now Channel One Cup] Hockey 
Tournament, of which he officiated ten in total. On his 
accommodations and treatment in Moscow, Kompalla stated: 
“Absolutely fine, no complaints really, but we [the four European 
referees] stayed at the Hotel Metropol and the players where 
somewhere else [Intourist Hotel].”97 Accordingly then, the officials 
never had any contact with the players of either team or their 
respective entourages, since they stayed in different districts of 

 
95 Lippert, W.D. The Economic Diplomacy of Ostpolitik: The Origins of NATO’s Energy 
Dilemma (New York, 2010).  
96 Adolf “Dölfie” Albers phone interview July 3rd, 2022. 
97 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 2nd, 2022. 
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Moscow. This aspect of separate hotels is important to keep in 
mind, since Alan Eagleson repeatedly made the peculiar claim that 
he “had breakfast with the Swedish referee Ove Dahlberg on the 
morning of game eight.”98 The Metropol hotel was first-rate, 
according to Kompalla, and he had absolutely no issues with the 
quality of food or ever feeling like he was under constant 
surveillance. In fact, he said that when he thinks of the many 
Moscow visits, his memories were all positive.    

 
Since Kompalla travelled to Moscow on so many different 

occasions over his nearly fifteen years of international officiating, 
it became a bit challenging during the interview process to firmly 
pin down what exactly he experienced during the first trip in 1972 
and what memories belonged to other visits. Even just for the year 
1972, for example, the September visit was not his last, since he 
was called upon to officiate the Izvestia Tournament in December 
of the same year. Initially, for instance, he thought that he had been 
on a tour to the Cosmonaut Museum near Moscow, but a quick 
visit to its official website reveals that it was not open until the early 
1980s. Kompalla then corrected that, for 1972: “the Kremlin, Lenin 
Mausoleum, Luzhniki Soccer Stadium and at night, Bolshoi Ballet.” 
Some tours were guided, including ones with his fellow referees 
who always saw the sights as a group. He did not believe any 
places in Moscow were off limits, but he also qualified that there 
were always police or soldiers present when visiting significant 
landmarks, such as the Lenin Mausoleum, and you could not take 
pictures. Muscovites were always friendly and welcoming to him. 
He added: “It obviously helped that I spoke Russian.” 

 
Contrary to some researchers who have claimed that 

Kompalla was in personal contact with members of the Soviet 
Hockey Federation, specifically its First Representative, Andrei 
Starovoitov, he contends that it was never IIHF policy to have such 
high-level supervisors involved in talking to referees. On game day, 
an IIHF secretary would simply convey or reaffirm that Kompalla 
was going to be coupled with a particular officiating partner and 

 
98 Most recently Eagleson restated his breakfast with Dahlberg claim in the CBC’s 
Summit ’72 documentary Episode Four.  
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that it was his turn to referee that night. Since he had met Victor 
Dombrowski at the Worlds in Prague, and he and Yuri Karandin 
had also travelled to Canada, Kompalla explained that these 
friendships continued to grow in Moscow. In his view, this was as 
close as he came to speaking to members of the Soviet Federation. 
However, he did qualify that he viewed Karandin and Dombrowski 
as referee colleagues, just like Baader, Dahlberg, and Bata. These 
were strong collegial bonds and friendships that were formed in 
1972. In reference to Baader and Dombrowski, he added, these 
friendships would last a lifetime. In 1974, Kompalla and 
Dombrowski would form two-thirds of the head officials, with the 
Canadian Tom Brown being the other, for 1974 WHA-Russia 
Summit Series. Although in poor health, Dombrowski is now one 
of Kompalla’s few surviving colleagues from the early 1970s. 

 
For Kompalla, one of the glaring differences between the 

Canadian and Russian legs of the series was that there would be 
no instructional camp or attempts at rule clarification in Moscow, 
unlike those that took place at the Etobicoke camp. Another key 
difference between the two host nations was that the Soviet games 
would not only be held in the same city, but all four games would 
be held in the same rink: Luzhnicki Ice Palace. Kompalla believed 
that a few unique structural traits of the rink should be mentioned, 
since these would figure prominently in what unfolded in his two 
Moscow games.   

 
The Luzhnicki Arena was built in 1956; by 1972, it was 

already showing signs of its age. It was structurally quite different 
from the four rinks Kompalla had seen in Canada. For one, it did 
not have rink glass to stop the puck from leaving the ice, either on 
the sideboards or behind the net.  When pucks hit the end of the 
rink meshing though, play was not stopped. Instead, it continued 
as the puck ricocheted back onto the ice. Kompalla mentioned the 
nice carpeting that lined the player entry tunnels as something he 
remembered. More importantly, he pointed out that just like the 
Stockholm arena, both teams were forced to leave the ice through 
the Zamboni entrance to access their respective dressing rooms. 
The game officials also went to their change room through this 
shared player/official exit. Lastly, another peculiarity in the 
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Moscow rink was its two enormous goal lights, which Kompalla 
described as “the size of at least a medicine ball.”  These highly-
noticeable, red globes would also figure prominently in the bizarre 
events that unfolded in Game Eight. 

 
If Eagleson’s referee selection schema is followed, then 

the first game in Moscow, and thus the fifth of the Series, was a 
Canadian choice through which Sinden and Ferguson requested 
the Swede Ove Dahlberg and the Czech Rudolf Bata. As they had 
been for the entire Canadian set of games, the two West Germans 
were given the role of observers. Unlike his dominant memory 
from the opening game at the Montreal Forum, which was its 
‘funeral like silence’ as the contest was winding down, Kompalla 
noticed Soviet silence in Moscow before the opening faceoff. The 
Luzhnicki Ice Palace capacity was 15,000, yet the 12,000 Soviet 
citizens in attendance were considerably outperformed by a mere 
3,000 Canadian supporters. While observing the people seated 
around him, Kompalla believed that the majority were “simply not 
hockey fans,” but instead Soviet citizens who were either 
celebrities, high-ranking members of the state apparatus, or those 
who had the right connections to get the highly-coveted tickets. 
Also different from Canadian rinks, but similar to what Kompalla 
had seen at the 1972 World Championships in Prague, was the 
police presence in the arena. According to Kompalla, this was 
nothing out of the ordinary, just the usual Moscow Militia. In 
contrast with Prague, these officers were not dressed in riot gear, 
nor did they carry any weapons. 

 
The pomp and pageantry of Pierre Trudeau dropping the 

opening puck was not quite matched at Game Five in Moscow. 
Although Brezhnev and Kosygin, the number one and two 
politicians in the Soviet state, were in attendance, neither ventured 
onto the ice to take part in the pre-game ceremony. Scanning 
through the original game tapes does not reveal any images of 
Brezhnev at Luzhnicki. Kompalla does recall that Brezhnev was in 
attendance and always sat in a section mid-rink, higher up, that 
was reserved for dignitaries. During the player introductions, a 
moment of levity occurred. Phil Esposito slipped on a flower stem, 
quickly adapted, then took a bow, turning a slightly embarrassing 
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moment into a light and humorous one. He got to his feet and took 
a graceful bow. In later recollections, Esposito would add that he 
waved and blew a kiss at “Brezhnev the guy with the eyebrows,” 
supposedly evoking a smile from Premier Kosygin but nothing 
from the First Party Secretary.99 While clearly showing the slip and 
fall, neither the kiss to Brezhnev nor the reaction from Kosygin 
were caught on camera. After the pregame exchange of trinkets, it 
was time to begin the Moscow leg of the series. Kompalla 
remembered a nervous anticipation came over the crowd in 
Moscow, similar to that of the opening game in Montreal. 

 
Unlike Franz Baader and Josef Kompalla, who had been 

assigned the two warm-up friendlies in Stockholm just four days 
before Game Five, Ove Dahlberg and Rudolf Bata had not refereed 
the Canadians and Soviets in a real game situation. Like Kompalla 
and Baader, they had taken on a Red-White Game in Toronto, 
gone through the Etobicoke camp, and observed the first four 
games in Canada. In hindsight, it was perhaps odd that Dahlberg 
and Bata did not get the second Stockholm game so that the West 
German pairing was not overworked, but the fact that Dahlberg 
was himself Swedish likely excluded him from the selection. Why 
Baader did not see immediate action is a bit more difficult to 
rationalize, but the Baader/Kompalla and Dahlberg/Bata tandems 
were seemingly preferred to remain intact. Kompalla indicated that 
he would work with whomever he was assigned in the two-man 
format, but he did slightly prefer his countryman Baader over the 
other two choices. This was because he spoke German, was a 
colleague from the Bundesliga, and was, according to Kompalla at 
least, the most capable English speaker among the four. He added: 
“especially for this series we seemed a good fit since my Russian 
was useful in communicating with the Soviets and Baader’s English 
obviously allowed him to understand everything the Canadians 
said.” Kompalla again added coyly: “That group of Canadians was 
a very verbal bunch.”100 

 

 
99 Esposito, Thunder and Lightning, 137. 
100 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 
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According to all reports, Canada played their strongest 
game of the Series since their Toronto victory in this first Moscow 
game. The team seemed well-prepared and was motivated to 
prove to the world that they could beat the formidable Soviets in 
their own rink. For the most part, they managed to keep their 
penalties down to ten minutes in total and took their chances when 
they came. In fact, the Canadians built up a seemingly-
commanding three-goal lead heading into the third period on goals 
by Jean-Paul Parise, Bobby Clarke, and Paul Henderson. After 
Blinov cut the Canadian advantage back to two goals, Henderson 
re-established a three-goal lead with just over fifteen minutes to 
play. Then remarkably, Anisin, Shadrin, Gusev, and Vikulov all 
scored to complete an amazing Soviet comeback with 5:4 victory.   

 
There were a few rumblings after the game about the 

Dahlberg/Bata refereeing, but the real story was how the 
Canadians had either failed to close out a game they were 
seemingly in control of or, conversely, how the Russians had 
shown tremendous resilience by coming back from a three-goal 
deficit twice to win the game. Similarly, in the opening game in 
Montreal, the Russians had stormed back from being down two 
goals early to win 7:3; in Winnipeg, the Canadians had a two-goal 
cushion in the second only to see it evaporate and have to settle 
for a 4:4 tie. On the final two goals in Game Five, Kharlamov was 
instrumental in completing the comeback with his two assists. 
Kompalla added on Kharlamov: “he was a super talented player 
who could decide a game in a matter of moments.”101                        

 
Prior to becoming actively involved in the Series, 

Kompalla and Baader had a pleasant stay at the Hotel Metropol. 
They believed their accommodations and amenities were first-rate 
and they enjoyed their day trips to see the sites of Moscow. When 
asked to compare the Russian capital to other major cities behind 
‘the iron curtain,’ specifically Prague, Kompalla believed it was all 
similar, but “naturally things were on a larger scale: it was Moscow 
after all, the center of world communism.” Being from Poland and 

 
101 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 1st, 2022. 
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experiencing communism first-hand likely prepared Kompalla for 
what to expect in the Soviet capital. Speaking the native language 
of Russian also allowed the West German to understand and 
communicate with all Soviet citizens. 

 
During the actual games, Kompalla recollected that the 

crowds in Russian did not get on the officials as much as they did 
in the Bundesliga; they were a bit more reserved and respectful. 
He continued, “the same goes for the Soviet players, who rarely 
argued or contested calls.” When told that from the perspective of 
many Canadian players and subsequently the Canadian press and 
filmmakers, the Soviet players were called “robots” because of 
their lack of emotion and supposedly less individualism or passion 
than their counterparts, Kompalla countered:  

 
They were a well-organized, coached and disciplined 
team who played a remarkable style of hockey, so 
technically sound, great passing, speed and transitioning: 
there was nothing robotic about them. How do you 
explain their ability to not give up and fight back from 
deficits if they were robots?”  

 
He continued:  

 
…after 1972, I met Maltsev, Ragulin, Tretiak etc. they 
were all exceptional hockey players and nice to talk to, 
there was nothing robotic about them and they shared 
hockey stories. When they took to the ice, they were all 
business: being skilled and disciplined does not make one 
a robot, they were all human hockey players. Many on that 
72 Soviet team, were some of the best of all time. In 2003, 
I was inducted into the IIHF Hall of Fame with Yakushev, 
he was an unbelievable player and a very nice guy.102  
    

When asked about Game Five, he mentions that not much stood 
out, although he notes that he took no special preparations for 

 
102 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 
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Game Six. In Moscow, he was able to read the state press and does 
not remember anything unusual other than that there was “a 
general feeling of confidence that this series was now going to be 
won by the Soviets because they had won three, lost one and tied 
one. In theory, they only had to win one more of the last three 
games on home ice.” 

 
Prior to Game Six, there were apparently no surprises for 

Kompalla and Baader; the Germans received their confirmation 
that they got the next game and prepared themselves accordingly. 
A pertinent question was: did the way the two chaotic Stockholm 
games unfolded influence the way he and Baader approached the 
contest on September 24th? I again referred to Sinden’s diary entry 
from Sweden: “we weren’t crazy about seeing the two Germans 
again, they were certain to have a chip on their shoulders after 
what happened in Stockholm.” After taking several runs at 
explaining what having a ‘chip on one’s shoulder’ actually meant 
in German, I settled on asking: whether the two Stockholm games 
in any way influenced how he approached Game Six? Kompalla 
answered that: “each game is different and everything starts anew: 
the job is entirely unpredictable. You need to be ready and do the 
best you can.” Since these answers seemed a bit formulaic, I tried 
to pivot the question by adding: “so in Prague, you had refereed 
the Soviets twice, in Stockholm the Canadians twice, would it not 
now be different because it was the third time you were officiating 
their games?” He replied: “Sure, the players were certainly more 
familiar the third time you encounter them; Ragulin, Yakushev, 
Mikhailov, Esposito, Henderson, and Dryden were all known to us 
now. The Canadian coaches, Sinden and Ferguson, we also knew 
now and they were both very vocal and rather high-strung.”103   

 
Did he and Baader think it could get even more dramatic 

than Sweden, where they were pursued in the player tunnels and 
the Swedish police had to intervene? Kompalla clarified: “There 
was so much more at stake in Moscow that we hoped the mess of 
Stockholm simply could not be repeated.” Not only would Baader 

 
103 Ibid. 
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and Kompalla experience eerily similar scenes in Game Six, but the 
maelstrom of chaos that was to occur in Moscow quickly made the 
events at Stockholm into a distant memory.                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



| 99    B o l z  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Six 
Kompalla’s Summit Series Debut - Game Six 

 
Once Game Five was won by the Soviets 5:4, Games Six, 

Seven, and Eight all became must-wins for Canada. In other words, 
from a Canadian standpoint, there was no longer any room for 
error. Instead, all available forces needed to be mobilized to 
guarantee victory in three straight games. The last and, 
remarkably, the only Canadian victory had come in Game Two in 
Toronto. Harry Sinden and John Ferguson now needed to devise 
a plan that would not only replicate the successful Game Two 
formula, but to then repeat this task on two more occasions in 
order to win the Series outright. It was amid this ultra-high-
pressure, win-at-all-costs scenario for Canada that Franz Baader 
and Josef Kompalla took the ice in Game Six.  

 
Game Six would be remembered for numerous Series-

defining moments: a remarkable, late, game-winning goal by Paul 
Henderson, the officiating controversies, and the infamous 
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‘Kharlamov slash’ by Bobby Clarke.104 Since the 2006 independent 
short film by Brett Kashmere, entitled Valery’s Ankle, the Clarke 
slash on Kharlamov has sparked a reassessment of this disturbing 
moment in the Series, as well as violence and hockey in general. 
Especially for a generation that has instant access to YouTube and 
other content-sharing platforms, including Vimeo, where the 
Kashmere film and the 1972 footage of the slash are both easily 
accessible, reviewing the premediated action by Clarke has caused 
many to rethink the Series. While there were few new revelations 
in Scott Morrison’s Team ’72 -sanctioned fiftieth-anniversary book 
1972 – The Series that Changed Hockey Forever, the author did 
dedicate nearly seven pages to re-examining ‘the slash.’ Although 
Kompalla did not make the call on the play, he did assess the 
subsequent ten-minute misconduct to Bobby Clarke.   

 
In reconstructing Game Six itself, Kompalla was very 

honest in relating how he felt when he skated on the ice in the 
Luzhnicki Arena on September 24th, 1972. He explained:  

 
The tense atmosphere in Moscow was something else and 
it was the only time in my career that I remember feeling 
weak-kneed while dropping the puck. So, this is either a 
challenge you overcome, or you will fail disastrously. 
There is only one way out in situations of this magnitude 
– you need to collect yourself and get through it. Once the 
game started those feelings just went away.105  
 

Given all the controversial scenes that were about to unfold, what 
is most striking about rewatching the game or, in this case, having 

 
104 See the 2006 independent film on violence hockey Valery’s Ankle by Brett 
Kashmere. On the issue on Clarke’s premeditation, see the John Ferguson’s interview 
in the CBC’s 1992 Summit on Ice where he recalled instructing Clarke to: “Bobby, try to 
tap that ankle of his and break it.” (1:02:30). Similarly, restated by both Clarke and 
Ferguson, although this time Clarke explained that he received the directions to “break 
his ankle” from Ferguson immediately in the pre-face-off break prior to the slash. 
Ferguson indicated that he could give this type of assignment to ‘a player like Clarke 
and not Rod Gilbert’ see 1997 CTV documentary September 1972. Both TV 
documentaries were directed by Robert MacAskill.  
105 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 



| 101    B o l z  

 

Kompalla view it with me, was how few whistles there were in the 
first period. It was intense, fast-paced and physical hockey that 
reminded Foster Hewitt of the 1955 World Championship he had 
broadcast from Kompalla’s adopted hometown of Krefeld. Hewitt 
thought it was the most physical game he had called in the Series. 
Along with the physicality, the game was played at a torrid pace 
with both teams creating chances. Fifty years later, Kompalla 
simply commented: “this was a great game to watch, plenty of 
good action, physical and without penalties.” 

 
It would take until 10:21 of the first period for Gary 

Bergman to take a penalty for tripping near the goal line, just to the 
left of Ken Dryden’s net. In viewing the tape, Kompalla had no 
issue with how the first penalty was assessed. It was the first of 
numerous Canadian shorthanded situations, all of them weathered 
by stellar penalty killing.  

 
Soon after successfully stopping the first formidable Soviet 

power play, the Canadians really seemed to build momentum and 
began to get several good chances, pressuring the Soviets all over 
the ice and testing Tretiak. Immediately after regaining full 
strength, one Canadian player really stood out of for his effort and 
on-ice desire to single-handedly take over the game: Phil Esposito. 
Just when Bergman finished serving his minor penalty, Esposito 
seemed to get a step on Vladimir Lutchenko and managed to get 
a partial breakaway when the Soviet defenseman caught up to him 
and they both awkwardly fell into Tretiak’s net. After the whistle 
was blown, since the net was dislodged, Esposito got up and 
quizzically looked for a call on the play, or perhaps a call to 
compensate for the earlier Bergman penalty. When I tried to 
explain Esposito’s gestures to the referees as, what I believed to 
be, his request for an ‘even-up penalty or a make-up call,’ Kompalla 
did not appear to understand the concept.  

 
After rewinding the footage and watching it again, he said: 

“Even when I see this in replay now, I do not believe it warranted 
a penalty, so none was given. There should be no need to keep 
score on penalties so they remain even. Often one team simply 
commits more fouls so they spend more time in the [penalty] box.” 
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I asked whether he had heard of the March 24th 2021 firing of the 
veteran NHL official, Tim Peel, who wore a microphone during a 
game between Detroit and Nashville and could be heard looking 
to assess just such a call against the Nashville Predators.106 
Kompalla said that “yes, I had heard of the NHL dismissal of Peel 
and he deserved to be fired,” adding “that [to even up penalties] is 
not what an official is supposed to do”.107 

 
Shortly after not receiving the desired call on his partial 

breakaway, Esposito clearly began to take out his frustrations on 
the ice. At 13:11, the puck corralled behind Tretiak’s goal and the 
Canadian forward homed in on Yuri Shatalov, giving him an 
elbows-raised headshot. There was little doubt about this 
infraction and there was really no need to ask whether Kompalla 
thought this was still a penalty, since the pictures clearly spoke for 
themselves. Esposito was not done: he gave Shatalov another 
cross-check to the face prior to being escorted to the penalty box. 
Perhaps this was Esposito’s last-ditch effort to goad a Soviet player 
into the penalty, to ‘take a man with him’ by inciting a response, 
but none of the Soviet players took the bait. In turn, Canada found 
itself with a four-minute minor assessed by the West Germans as a 
‘double minor for charging’ when the second infraction was 
perhaps cross-checking or a high-stick on Esposito’s part.  
Whatever the case, Kompalla believed the two infractions were 
both obvious penalties. Canada ended up weathering the storm of 
this four-minute penalty and, again, kept the Soviets off the 
scoresheet. Both teams were not able to solve the solid play of 
Dryden and Tretiak in the first period. The game was scoreless 
after twenty minutes. 

 
For sheer mayhem and controversy, the second period of 

Game Six would only be rivalled by the even more tumultuous 
events of Game Eight. Whether Kompalla was the initiator, as 
many patriotic versions of the series contend, or, as he believes, 
did his utmost to master very trying circumstance, it is perhaps 

 
106 Associated Press, “Referee banned from working NHL games after being caught on 
live mic wanting to call penalty on Predators” CBC Sports Website (24 March 2021). 
107 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 1st, 2022. 
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best left to one’s personal interpretation of the game footage. 
Nonetheless, the on-ice images speak for themselves. 

 
The second period did not start well for Canada; more 

specifically, for Ken Dryden, who was beaten by a long shot from 
Yuri Lyapkin after only 1:12 had elapsed from the game clock. 
Then, however, the Canadians’ fortunes improved when in only 
one minute and thirty-three seconds goals by Dennis Hull, Yvan 
Cournoyer, and the first of three successive game-winners by Paul 
Henderson turned the one goal deficit into a 3:1 Canadian lead. 
Kompalla thought the quick goals were surprising and that Tretiak 
did not look his best on a couple of them. At 6:36 of the second 
period, Canada thus enjoyed a rare two-goal advantage and the 
game continued to be fast and physical. Guy Lapointe and Valeri 
Vasilev were then sent off with offsetting roughing penalties at 8:29 
and although analyst Johnny Esaw questioned “whether the rules 
had changed since he interpreted both as actually fighting,” 
Kompalla could not agree with this assessment and believed this 
was not an all-out fight necessitating an instant match penalty 
under IIHF rules for fighting. Again, in reviewing tape, Kompalla 
thought the assigned offsetting minors were all that was warranted. 
Whereas he believed nothing needed to be changed on the penalty 
calls in Game Six thus far, Kompalla did think errors were made on 
the next defining sequence. 

 
Valery Kharlamov and Bobby Clarke had numerous minor 

run-ins and verbal exchanges in this and previous games, but what 
transpired at approximately the halfway mark of Game Six took 
things to an entirely different level. The play itself is relatively easy 
to reconstruct: nearing the ten minute mark of the period, the 
smooth skating Kharlamov picked up speed inside his own 
defensive zone, continued to move swiftly across center ice, and 
crossed the Canadian blue line. In view on the top-left of the 
screen, Clarke tracked back from his right wing, closed in on 
Kharlamov, and administered a vicious two-hander across the 
Russian’s left ankle. The two players then collided, exchanged 
words, and Franz Baader immediately assessed a two-minute 
slashing penalty to Clarke. Somewhat surprising in the entire 
sequence, especially given the long swing and follow-through of 
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Clarke’s slash, was that neither Canadian announcer, Foster Hewitt 
or Johnny Esaw, seemed to pick up on the severity of Clarke’s 
actions or Kharlamov’s injury.   

 
After Bergman continued to jaw at the injured Russian, 

Hewitt only commented “Kharlamov seems to be a bit winded over 
at the Soviet bench.” To be fair, even with a clear view of what 
transpired, Baader also only gave a two-minute penalty that 
warranted a minimum five minutes for intent to injure. However, 
when seeing the replay in 2022, Kompalla believed it was a clear 
five and an automatic game misconduct to Clarke. He then added 
that, due to the speed of the slash in real time and his obstructed 
view, it was nearly impossible to discern any intent to injure at the 
time. However, Clarke would receive an additional ten from 
Kompalla on his way to the penalty box for directing several ‘f-
bombs’ at the West German. For a somewhat comical 
interpretation of Clarke’s misconduct penalty, although likely not 
intended, Paul Henderson remarked in the post-game interview: 
“They’re so dumb, those refs. They gave Bobby Clarke a 
misconduct for calling him something. What a joke. It was me that 
said it.”108 To this, Kompalla then answered: “Okay, if Henderson 
also said something, I did not hear it. There was no doubt about 
my assessing the ten to Clarke – he was right beside me when he 
said it. He used very strong language to ask why he was going to 
the box.”109 

 
Clarke’s on-ice questioning of why he had received a 

penalty for the violent slash continues to be baffling, especially 
since the act itself was premeditated. What caused Clarke to act 
the way he did has sparked considerable debate. However, it is 
rather straight forward to decipher motive by simply analyzing 
what John Ferguson and Clarke said to explain their actions in two 
1990s interviews. For example, in the first CBC 1992 Summit on Ice, 
Ferguson clearly gave the instruction to Clarke: “Bobby, try and 
tap that ankle and break it.” Five years later, in the 1997 CTV 

 
108 Ted Blackman, “Canada edges Russians, Refs: ‘Never Gonna beat us again” The 
Gazette (25 Sept. 1972). 
109 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 
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documentary September 1972, both Clarke and Ferguson 
elaborated on their actions, with the former indicating he had 
received the directions from Ferguson on the bench just before the 
prior faceoff to specifically “break his ankle.” The Canadian 
assistant coach then chimed in to clarify that, “I could give such an 
assignment to Clarke, but not a Rod Gilbert.” For his part, Clarke 
has never shown remorse for his actions, making the famous 
statement that if “I had never learned to lay a two hander on once 
in a while in Flin Flon, I’d never left Flin Flon.”110 

 
In reference to this having been a premeditated act 

involving Ferguson and Clarke, Kompalla responded tersely: “How 
am I to ascertain what transpires on the bench? I am there to call 
what I see on the ice.”111 Kompalla now believes the act was 
definitely with intent to injure and should have resulted in a game 
misconduct for Clarke. In hindsight, my question was a foolish one: 
how can a referee possibly determine premeditation? 

 
There were few real revelations in Scott Morrison’s 2022 

Team ’72 official history 1972 - The Series that Changed Hockey 
Forever. In fact, it was often a frustrating read since there is so much 
overlap with his 1989 book, The Day that Canada Stood Still. 
Moreover, the lack of dates for 1989 or 2022 entries makes it very 
difficult to discern which player interviews were new and which 
ones were recycled from the 1980s. What was new, were the nearly 
seven pages dedicated to the ‘Kharlamov Slash:’ from the 
irreparable rift it created between Henderson and Clarke during 
the thirtieth anniversary, to trying to isolate comparable Soviet acts 
of rule transgression as unconvincing counterpoints. As it all 
pertained to Kompalla and Baader, Morrison also provided Clarke 
with one more opportunity to explain his motives nearly fifty years 
later. As in all previous interviews, the former Flyer captain stuck 
to his guns and offered no apologies or expressed any regrets. 
What was new was how Clarke now also blamed the refereeing for 
the slash, clarifying: “We were cranked up. I cracked that guy’s 

 
110 Red Fisher, “Summit Series 40th Anniversary: Clarke’s Game 6 slash on Kharlamov 
was turning point for Canada” in Montreal Gazette (22 Sept. 2012). 
111 Kompalla phone interview June 5th, 2021. 



T h e  S e p t e m b e r  H e  R e m e m b e r s   106 | 

 

[Kharlamov’s] ankle. We had just reached the end of it. The 
refereeing was one side of it. We had just had enough.”112  
Remarkably, according to this line of argument, Clarke’s blatant 
intent to injure, and the subsequent rule transgression, was thus 
blamed on the two West German referees who were entrusted with 
enforcing the rules.  

 
When I related this latest ‘Clarke justification’ to 

Kompalla, he believed that the Canadian was perhaps misquoted, 
since it made no sense to him that a player would deliberately 
commit such a violent rule transgression as an act of referee 
protest. He went on: “Clarke was deflecting away from his own 
senseless actions and is blaming us? All he was doing was trying to 
eliminate their [Soviets] best player.” Kompalla, now quite 
animated in reassessing the whole incident in his mind, continued:  

 
It also does not make sense - there was not any need for 
the Canadian coaches to take this drastic action and give 
this order. It has nothing to do with hockey. They were 
leading by two goals and in control of this game. Why not 
play a disciplined, tight-checking, defensive style, don’t 
allow any more chances and see this game through to the 
end?   
 

Following the 2022 explanation by Clarke, Phil Esposito was 
quoted as saying: “I told Clarke that the only problem I had with 
you taking out Kharlamov was that you did not do it in the first 
game. I had no problem with it.”113 

 
Whether the ankle injury to the player that was involved 

on all previous Soviet game-winning goals was indeed series-
changing can never be proven. Kharlamov was not able to make 
the Soviet line-up for Game Seven and even though he played in 
Game Eight, Kompalla remembered that “he had problems with his 
skating and was not a hundred percent.” The consensus seems to 

 
112 Morrison, ’72 The Series 190. 
113 Ibid. 193. 



| 107    B o l z  

 

be that while the slash did not remove Kharlamov from the Series 
completely, he was not the same impactful player afterwards.  

 
Since the Kharlamov incident cast such a dark shadow 

over the Series, it is easy to forget that there was still nearly half a 
hockey game left to play. Whereas the Soviets could not score on 
the power play opportunity that Clarke’s penalty afforded them, 
they would get a second opportunity when Dennis Hull was called 
for slashing at 17:02. This time, Alexander Yakushev only required 
nine seconds to cut the Canadian lead in half. Watching the game 
tape of the Hull shift prior to the slashing call shows the self-
proclaimed “third best Hull” getting away with a succession of 
near-infractions prior to finally going to the box.   

 
After the Yakushev goal and numerous close offside calls 

that were all disputed by the Canadian bench, especially by John 
Ferguson, who took up the unusual sitting position by the bench 
door, and seemed to become more physically animated and verbal 
towards the referees. Kompalla muttered under his breath when 
rewatching these scenes “here you can see how things were 
escalating.” This “escalation” in emotions that Kompalla observed 
in the game footage would explode with 2:14 left to play in the 
second period. 

 
The event that triggered the next confrontation with the 

Canadians and the West German officials was not really a single 
incident, but an unfortunate overlap of two infractions. John 
Ferguson, presumably riled up from previous non-calls on the ice, 
decided to take matters into his own hands by verbally insulting 
Franz Baader and, for good measure, he flung a towel on the ice. 
The combined infractions would have resulted in an automatic 
bench-minor, which was immediately assessed by Baader. 
However, the play itself never stopped as result of Ferguson’s 
actions. Instead, with the delayed Canadian bench penalty, 
courtesy of Ferguson, still pending, the puck careened behind the 
Canadian goal and, when Esposito and Ragulin competed for 
control in the corner, Esposito got his stick up and cut Ragulin 
under the eye. The bleeding wound on Ragulin’s face garnered 
Esposito an automatic five-minute penalty. In this odd sequence of 
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events, from the delayed bench minor to the high-sticking major, 
Canada was assessed seven minutes in penalties at 17:41 on what 
seemed like a single run of play. Incensed, Esposito made his way 
to the penalty box, complaining to Kompalla and Baader. Then, 
once in the box, he goaded the Soviets with animated throat-
slashing gestures. Kompalla had nothing to say about this 
sequence. In a way, nothing needed to be said: verbal abuse, 
throwing towels on the ice, and a high stick to the face drawing 
blood, are obvious penalties that require no explanation. 

 
Interestingly, although Kompalla apparently saw no need 

for an explanation, Harry Sinden candidly provided one, stating: 
“Fergie and I knew what we were doing. There is only one way to 
stop a referee in a situation like that – embarrass him. Hold him out 
to ridicule before the crowd and the world.” On receiving a bench-
minor, he stated: “We threw towels on the ice and kept raging at 
them. Finally, they gave Fergie a bench penalty and he wanted to 
clobber them. Fergie didn’t do anything that bad, he just called one 
of them kraut or something.”114   

 
Beginning in Stockholm, and now escalating in Game Six, 

both Canadian coaches encouraged and modelled behaviour that 
fostered unprecedented antipathy towards the German officials. In 
his diary, Sinden actually expressed concern that in the closing 
moments of the second period, he had unleashed forces that he 
was scarcely able to control, noting: “From this point on, I became 
a little bit scared. The players – the ones on the ice and the ones in 
street clothes behind the bench – were so incensed I was afraid 
that if they ever got close to these officials, they’d kill them.”115 The 
Canadian coach did not need to wait long for his fears to be 
realized, as the end of the second period culminated in a second 
‘tunnel encounter’ with the two Germans: one that was eerily 
reminiscent of what had transpired in Sweden.  

 
Thankfully, uploaded footage from the series and 

commemorative DVD sets, allows discerning viewers the ‘seeing 

 
114 Sinden, Hockey Showdown, 96. 
115 Ibid. 
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is believing’ opportunity to assess the previous incidents in Game 
Six, the Kharlamov slash, Ferguson’s bench minor and Esposito’s 
five-minute high-sticking major, for themselves. The chaos that 
ensued at the end of the second period, however, was something 
that neither the television cameras nor the press would capture. 
Similar to Wayne Cashman, who had changed into street clothes 
and pursued the German officials in Stockholm, a plain-clothed 
Bobby Orr led the pursuit of the two referees during the second 
intermission in Moscow. Sinden’s remarkable recollection of this 
‘second tunnel encounter’ is worth quoting at length:  

 
We came out of the second period leading 3 to 2, and all 
of us raced after the officials [Baader and Kompalla] who 
were going to their dressing rooms. Bobby Orr and I got 
there first. We chased them up the runway screaming. We 
shouldn’t have been behaving like this, but they didn’t 
leave us any choice. If they were going to do a job on us, 
we were not going to let them off the hook. Just before 
they got to the dressing room one of them stopped in his 
tracks to answer us. Orr was right on his heels, and when 
the referee – Baader – stopped, Bobby ran into him. Bobby 
gave him a shove, and faster than you could yell “cop,” the 
Soviet police and officials were all around us.116   
 

After describing these unbelievable scenes, Sinden concluded: 
“We looked like clowns once again, but at this point we were 
beyond caring. We’re not going to sit around and take the shaft 
anymore.”117 In closing, Kompalla noted that in over 2000 games 
of officiating, he was only ever chased in stadium tunnels by angry 
players on two occasions: once in Stockholm and once in Moscow, 
both by the same Canadian team. 

 
John Ferguson and Bruce Hood both shed some light on 

referee intimidation on and off the ice. Interestingly, both singled 
out Harry Sinden as having been particularly prominent in this 
regard. In his 1989 autobiography, Ferguson cited Scotty Bowman, 

 
116 Ibid. 
117 Ibid. 97. 
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Bob Pulford, and Harry Sinden as “masters in swinging refs in your 
favour” and then clarified: “You’ve got to do it on the bench and, 
maybe sacrifice a bench penalty to get your message across. That 
is part of being a good coach. You will verbally pummel the official, 
but by the end, he will be ruling in your favour.118 Similarly, NHL 
refereeing legend Hood had the following to say about Sinden’s 
behaviour in the NHL:  

 
He was constantly telling me that I was no good and that 
I was a lousy referee. His favourite trick was to meet the 
referee as he left the ice and verbally abuse him all the way 
to the dressing room. He did this in pretty much every rink 
I remember refereeing a Bruins’ game in. What a class act, 
eh!119 
 

What had been tried in Stockholm and repeated in Moscow was 
thus fully in line with Sinden and Ferguson’s coaching styles. 
Constant bullying and intimidation tactics were employed, on and 
off the ice, to break referees down. 

 
While it is impossible to assess whether Baader and 

Kompalla had become desensitized to this over-the-top Canadian 
behaviour, it should be remembered that by Game Six, they had 
refereed Team Canada three times and twice they had been 
chased down the player tunnels by the Canadian coaches and 
players. Perhaps not surprisingly, the two German officials did not 
pay any mind to a pounding on their dressing room door in 
Moscow occurred just after they had been chased in the tunnel. 
This time, it was NHL Referee in Chief, Scotty Morrison, who had 
organized the referee seminars in Etobicoke that was trying to get 
access to them. Like Cashman and Orr, who had led the respective 
referee charges in Stockholm and Moscow, Morrison was also 
trying to confront Baader and Kompalla in person.  

 
After the game, Morrison was contrite and stated: “I did 

not really have any right, because I am not here in an official 

 
118 John Ferguson, Thunder and Lightning, (Scarborough, 1989) 325. 
119 Hood, The Good of the Game, 65. 
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capacity,” and continued: “I have to admit, I reacted like a fan 
during that game and I just wanted to talk to them (Kompalla and 
Baader), but they would not let me in.”120 Kompalla does not really 
remember any unusual pounding at the door, but said that both 
referees likely did not wish to have any more ‘visitors’ after seeking 
refuge in their dressing room. Kompalla always thought highly of 
Scotty Morrison but was surprised that he was trying to speak to 
him in Moscow and echoed Morrison’s views that the Canadian 
was not there in a supervisory capacity and therefore had no 
business trying to speak to him during a game. 

 
When Kompalla and Baader emerged from their dressing 

room after all the unusual intermission events had passed, they 
were in for another surprise: only the Soviets appeared on the ice 
to start the third period. The game footage shows awkward images 
of the Soviets, along with the German referees, skating around for 
what seems like an eternity. Commentators Hewitt and Esaw 
awkwardly attempted to bridge the gap with commentary, such as 
introducing the Canadian audience to Soviet backup netminder 
Alexander Pashkov and explaining “he’s probably seeing a lot of 
things tonight that he thought never took place in hockey.” Still, 
there was no sign of the Canadian team. So long was the delay that 
Yakushev began taking practice shots at Tretiak to the far-right 
side of the net while the Soviet team skated aimlessly around the 
rink. As he rewatched the images, Kompalla began shaking his 
head at the delay, saying “ridiculous” and “what is going on here?” 
When the Canadians finally reappeared to do their warm-up, he 
said “I should have gone over to the bench and assessed a bench 
minor for delaying the game.”121  

 
Keeping in mind that the previous period had essentially 

already ended with a bench penalty to John Ferguson, Kompalla 
was pushed to the limits of his patience here in not assessing 
another penalty to Canada. In Sinden’s published diary, he 

 
120 Ibid. Here Morrison cited the Soviet precedent of protesting the American officials 
during game two in Toronto, which culminated in Steve Dowling and Frank Larsen 
not refereeing another game in the series. 
121 Kompalla in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 
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explained the delay as follows: “Now I did something I’ve never 
done before as a coach. I purposefully kept the team in the dressing 
room longer than I was supposed to. This could be our last act and 
we were going to play it our way.” Sinden then explained that he 
sent Stan Mikita, who was not dressed for the game, to ‘check on 
the amount of water on the ice’ as a ploy to keep his team in the 
dressing room.” Sinden expressed belief that his deliberate delay 
tactic worked:  

 
When we came out, we discovered we had psyched them 
out. The Russians and the officials had wondered what we 
were doing in the room so long. They did not know what 
to make of it. The last period was beautiful. It was the first 
time in the series we finished stronger than they did.122  
 

Once confronted with Sinden’s diary account fifty years later, 
Kompalla had a curt assessment: “then it was simply unsporting 
and certainly deserved an extra penalty.” Keeping in mind that 
Esposito was still serving 2:46 of his five-minute major, and Clarke 
was also in the penalty box with his misconduct, the orchestrated 
locker-room delay was likely intended to goad the officials to call 
another Canadian penalty in an already incendiary situation. 

 
When the puck was finally dropped, the game was again 

fast-paced and remained incident-free until Franz Baader called a 
penalty on Ron Ellis with 2:21 to play. Canada was leading by a 
narrow 3:2 margin. Kompalla observed: “Penalty, he [Ellis] took 
down his man right in front of Franz [Baader]. He had to call that 
one – clearly a penalty.” When I indicated that this call was 
criticized by many, including Sinden and some Canadian reporters 
as made by ‘the two incompetent’ referees to give the Soviets 
another chance at tying the game, Kompalla rebutted: “What are 
referees supposed to do, not continue to do their job until the end 
of the game? This was a penalty and Franz made the correct 
call.”123 

 

 
122 Sinden, Hockey Showdown 97. 
123 Ibid. 
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In the post-game interviews, Scotty Morrison gave some 
interesting insights into what he thought of Kompalla as referee. 
No mention was made of Morrison’s tunnel escapades between 
periods. Instead, he focused on his first impressions and how these 
had now changed after seeing Kompalla in Moscow. He went on: 

 
I was especially disappointed with Kompalla because he 
impressed me. I did not expect much from Baader, but I 
liked Kompalla. But it now looks like the entire clinic was 
a waste of time. The main thing I wanted to do in Toronto 
was standardize procedure – and the European officials 
agreed with me in Toronto.  Then when I come here and 
they do everything different and when I ask about it, they 
say this is the way we do it in Europe.124  
 

It is a bit unclear what was meant by “standardizing procedure,” 
since the Series was to be run under IIHF and not NHL rules. 
Presumably, this was a reference to introducing the European 
referees to the professional North American game. Morrison’s 
comments made it clear that he believed the onus was squarely on 
the West Germans to change their officiating styles to adjust to the 
Canadians, not the Canadian players adapting to IIHF refereeing. 

 
Surprisingly, even after Team Canada had prevailed 3:2, a 

pair of Canadian players still waited to confront Baader and 
Kompalla after the final whistle. This was even more confusing 
because the previous tunnel encounter with the West Germans 
required Moscow police intervention to be diffused. Just like in the 
second intermission, it was again Bobby Orr, this time with Dale 
Tallon, who continued to target the Germans after the game. The 
Boston Bruins superstar described his puzzling behaviour as 
follows:  

 
I remember after the game, Dale Tallon (a Team Canada 
reserve) and I waited at the exit for the referees to come 
off the ice. We were both shaking we were so upset, and 

 
124 Ibid. 
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they were shaking too, but for different reasons. We yelled 
at those guys like a couple of fools, but that’s how 
emotional it was.125  
 

When told of Orr and Tallon’s post-game behaviour, Kompalla 
indicated that he generally “did not pay any attention to noise or 
crowd abuse coming from the stands.”126 

 
In the coaches’ post-game press conference, Sinden also 

still had plenty to complain about: “Those were two of the worst 
officials I have ever seen handle a hockey game at any time in my 
career. We feel the refereeing was incompetent.”127 Here, it is 
important to remember that the Canadian coach had already 
telegraphed in Stockholm that refereeing would be the greatest 
problem facing Canadian Team in Moscow. Now, rightly or 
wrongly, he lambasted Baader and Kompalla for fulfilling his 
prophesy. When The Vancouver Sun reporter, Jim Taylor, asked if 
Sinden was concerned that a member of his team might slug a 
referee, he replied: “Yes, I am afraid it is going to be me.”128  In 
hindsight, the Canadian coach was stage-managing his next act 
here and therefore modelling behaviour that laid the foundations 
for violent, unhinged actions in future games. If the leader of the 
Canadian Team was telling Jim Taylor he was capable of ‘slugging’ 
an official, what was to stop his players from simply following their 
coach’s lead? 

 
In the end, Canada won Game Six 3:2, and the distribution 

of penalty minutes was indeed glaring: Kompalla and Baader gave 

 
125 Scott Morrison, The Days Canada Stood Still – Canada vs USSR 1972 (Toronto, 1989) 
158. The latest official history of Team 72 is a frustrating read, due to the lack of 
proper citations and the considerable amount of overlap with the author’s 1989 
publication The Days Canada Stood Still.  See for example two chapters with the 
identical titles “To Hull with Russia” and numerous interview quotes that remained the 
same in both editions. Since no interviews were dated, in either edition, it is difficult to 
discern which player quotes originated in 1989 or in 2022. 
126 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 1st, 2022. 
127 Canadian Press, “Team Canada Furious at Referees” in Calgary Herald (25 Sept. 
1972). 
128 Jim Taylor, “Sport Editorial” in The Vancouver Sun (25 Sept. 1972). 
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out thirty-one total penalty minutes to the Canadian team, while 
only assessing four to the Soviets. When Kompalla was asked 
about this considerable imbalance he said, “a few misconducts can 
add up quickly.” After watching the entire game in 2022 and freeze-
framing each infraction, he concluded that all the calls were 
warranted.129 Clarke and Esposito, he pointed out, had particularly 
undisciplined outings, accruing twelve and nine penalty minutes, 
respectively, thus accounting for two thirds of the Canadian total.   

 
Whereas Kompalla did not wish to call into question the 

validity of Baader’s calls, he did believe that Clarke should have 
received a game misconduct for his fierce slash on Kharlamov.  
Although now deceased, Baader mentioned in the German daily 
Express that “he lets plenty go in terms of verbal abuse during 
games, but with Ferguson, he simply could no longer ignore what 
the Canadian assistant coach said to him” and it was also 
impossible to ignore that a towel had been thrown on the ice from 
the Canadian bench.  

 
Lastly, during the Ferguson-Esposito penalty sequence, 

there was also another odd moment when Peter Mahovlich 
nonchalantly threw one of his sticks on the ice in an act of apparent 
protest. The stick, which was not broken, was then retrieved by 
Kompalla, who never knew where it had originated. With the video 
evidence now showing the act, Kompalla simply stated the 
obvious: “Franz [Baader] and I never saw that, but that was another 
clear bench minor we missed.” Thus, he seemed to insinuate that 
the total number of penalties to Canada should have been higher. 
In an odd, statistical coincidence, the thirty-one minutes to four 
ratio was identical to what the two Germans had assessed in Game 
Two in Stockholm. It was a disparity not lost on the press, resulting 
in headlines after Game Six grouping the West Germans as 
opponents alongside the Soviets.130 

 
129 Kompalla phone interview June 5th, 2021. 
130 Canadian Press, “Team Canada furious at Referees” in Calgary Herald (25. Sept. 
1972), Francis Rosa Hockey Diary, “Canadians beat Soviets – pair of Germans too” in 
The Boston Globe (25. Sept. 1972) Canadian Press Incompetent charges levelled – 
Coach Harry’s just wild about refereeing” Star-Phoenix Saskatchewan (25. Sept. 1972). 
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There were also members on Team Canada who, like Ken 

Dryden in Sweden, took a more philosophical view on the 
officiating in Game Six and the subsequent Canadian conduct. For 
example, Red Berenson commented on the verbal abuse of 
Kompalla and Baader, stating: “We agitated them and we paid 
dearly for it. We’ve got to exercise more self-control in the face of 
adverse officiating. They’re human too. You can’t call a man names 
and expect him to give you a fair shake.”131 Similarly, Red Fisher of 
The Montreal Star blamed “the [two man IIHF] system, not the 
men” and then concluded: “But in the matter of calling penalties 
there was not much to growl about. Not much at all.”132  

 
While Fisher believed there was not too much to growl 

about from a Canadian perspective, the injury to Kharlamov was 
the key takeaway for the Soviet coaching staff and the Moscow 
press. Assistant coach Boris Kulagin was livid after the game and 
fumed: “Canadian players have forgotten the game is played under 
international rules.”133 The Soviet government paper Izvestia was 
even more to the point, writing: “The Canadians openly hunted 
(star center Valerie) Kharlamov, seeking even in the first pretext to 
start a fight trying to strike with a skate or glove.” They then 
concluded: “This type of playing is foreign to us.”134 It was unlikely 
that the extent of Kharlamov’s injury was clear to either Kulagin or 
the Izvestia reporters until x-rays confirmed a fractured ankle that 
sidelined the Soviet’s leading scorers for Game Seven. 

 
Since so much has been written in Canada about the 

behind-the-scenes referee selection controversies, I asked 
Kompalla if he was aware that there was a Canada-Soviet 
refereeing debate following Game Six. He said he was never given 
insights into how referees were selected in any international 

 
131 Ted Blackman, “Soviets Agree to New Refs if Bergman Gagged” in The Gazette (27 
Sept. 1972). 
132 Red Fischer, “Game Six – Beating the System and Winning the Match” in Henk W. 
Hoppener Death of a Legend – Summer of ’72 Team Canada vs. USSR Nationals. 70. 
133 Jack Ludwig, Hockey Night in Moscow: Behind the Scenes in the USSR-Canada Series 
(Toronto, 1972), 133. 
134 UPI Moscow, “‘Rude’ Canadians Criticized” in Vancouver Sun (25 Sept. 1972). 
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tournament with which he was involved, stating: “I would get the 
assignments a day prior to each game or later and then simply do 
my job.” He was therefore quite intrigued by me retelling what 
various participants have said about the closed-door referee 
negotiations. 

 
Amidst the Series’ increasingly heated atmosphere, in the 

September 25th Soviet-Canadian meetings that preceded the 
seventh game, refereeing and player conduct were top of the 
agenda.  The insider views from these meetings all stem from 
Canadian sources, mainly: Sinden, Eagleson, Ferguson and 
Moscow diplomat, Gary Smith. There was seemingly little debate 
regarding who would select the officials for Game Seven because 
according to Eagleson’s formula, the game referees were a 
Canadian choice: Ove Dahlberg and Rudolf Bata were the selected 
officials. According to the recollections of Eagleson and Sinden, the 
Soviets had also somehow guaranteed that the Germans would not 
referee again. In other words, the home team supposedly forfeited 
their referee selections for the last game. Here, according to 
Eagleson and Sinden, the Soviets seemed to now be returning ‘the 
favour’ the Canadians had given them after Game Two in Toronto 
when Dowling and Larsen were essentially removed from the 
series after the Russian protest.  

 
Whatever transpired in the September 25th meeting, logic 

would dictate that all would be dependent on the outcome of Game 
Seven. If the Soviets won the September 26th contest, they would 
have already decided the entire Series in their favour and would 
likely not have placed too much stock in official selection for Game 
Eight. However, should the Canadians win Game Seven and force 
a deciding Game Eight, it would be entirely implausible to believe 
the Soviets would honour a verbal pledge to ‘return a favour’ from 
the Toronto game. Moreover, given the magnitude of a Game 
Eight, why would the Russians forfeit their referee selection when 
it was their turn to choose the officials? In other words, in the two 
biggest games in their hockey history, why would the Soviets allow 
Canada their choice of referees for both contests? This line of 
argument simply does not make sense. In sum, everything thus 
depended on the outcome of Game Seven. 
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In what can be gleaned from the aforementioned 

accounts, it seems the Soviets were also interested in gaining some 
guarantees from the Canadians, in relation to player discipline both 
on and off the ice. Apparently, in the supposed agreement 
removing Baader and Kompalla from the Series, the Soviet 
delegation requested that Gary Bergman refrain from yelling at the 
Russian coaches. Off the ice, Bobby Orr’s Game Six transgressions 
at the Luzhnicki Ice Place had also caught the attention of the 
Soviet authorities. Hockey’s brightest star, whose injury woes 
would keep him out of the Series, had been singled out for his 
player-tunnel shoving match with the Moscow Police. Team 
Canada thus had to guarantee that Bergman and Orr would hold 
their emotions in check.135 Whereas Orr did not engage in any 
more controversial incidents, Bergman would figure prominently 
in Game Seven, due to a scuffle with Boris Mikhailov. 

 
After watching a replay of Game Seven, Kompalla 

believed Ove Dahlberg and Rudolf Bata did a nice job officiating. 
He stated, “they seemed in control, with the exception of the major 
melee that broke out behind Tony Esposito’s net which resulted in 
pushing, punching and, surprisingly, a bizarre kicking exchange 
between Mikhailov and Bergman. Kompalla noted: “Kicking with 
the intention of harming an opponent, like these two players did, is 
a major foul not allowed in hockey and should have resulted in 
double match suspensions.” Roughing penalties were assessed, but 
in many accounts, it is only the Mikhailov kick that is remembered, 
not the retaliation in kind by Bergman. Similar to Clarke and 
Ferguson, who did not try to gloss over their actions in relation to 
the Kharlamov slash, Mikhailov fully admitted later to what he had 
done. However, unlike Clarke and Ferguson, he offered an apology 
to Bergman.136   

 
135 Ted Blackman, “Soviets agree to new refs if Bergman gagged” in The Gazette (27. 
Sept. 1972) and “Eagleson has Tallon Convinced” in which Blackman wrote: “Bobby 
Orr slammed a shoulder into referee Franz Baader between the second and third 
periods as he walked from the ice, a sort of accidentally-on-purpose shot.” In The 
Gazette (26 Sept. 1972). 
136 September 72 CTV documentary 1997 
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The Mikhailov kick and the Clarke slash on Kharlamov 

were linked in another way, as there have been numerous attempts 
to compare the two to relativize Clarke’s actions. Again, in 
reviewing the footage, these comparisons seem misplaced. 
Mikailhov was drawn into the initial fracas by receiving two initial 
shots to the head from Cournoyer and then Bergman. In the most 
recent CBC documentary, Mikhailov is shown asking: ‘What 
options do I have but to kick when the referee is holding me down 
and the Canadians are attacking me?’137 Thereafter, Bergman and 
Mikaihlov pushed and punched, whereupon the Soviet lost his 
composure and kicked out at Bergman, supposedly breaking his 
shinpad and bloodying his leg. For his part, Bergman returned the 
kicking motion. Both he and Mikhailov received the unusual five-
minute majors for roughing.  

 
Following the game, which Canada won 5:4, Sinden only 

had a few criticisms of the two referees.  The penalty per team ratio 
was, at least on paper, a vast improvement from a Canadian 
perspective with Dahlberg and Bata penalizing Team Canada for 
twenty-five total penalty minutes to the Soviets’ seventeen. When 
Kompalla was shown the Game Seven stats sheet of the 
Dahlberg/Bata game, he did not get the point I was trying to make. 
I underlined, is it not problematic to have a 31:4 versus 25:17 
penalty discrepancy in these two Moscow games? He replied: 
“Every hockey game is different and there really were not many 
missed calls in either game. The one Franz and I officiated [game 
six] simply had more Canadian infractions.” Prior to the 2022 
World Hockey final between Canada and Finland, we discussed 
the penalty discrepancies in the 2021 Gold Medal game. In 2021, 
Canada prevailed 3:2 in overtime but had received thirty to the 
Fins’ six penalties. “See, it is not out of the ordinary for one a team 
to be penalized more than another, it still happens,” Kompalla 
surmised. Since Canada won the Gold in 2021, no one complained 
about the uneven penalty ratio.   

 

 
137 CBC documentary Summit 72 Episode Three. 
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After Canada prevailed in Game Seven, Kompalla gave his 
first Canadian interview when The Globe and Mail reporter, Dan 
Proudfoot, caught up with him in Moscow. Presumably, Proudfoot 
was pre-empting what he believed would be the return of Kompalla 
in Game Eight. In line with his character, Kompalla was very frank 
in his answers. For example, he referred to Phil Esposito as “a hot 
shot who needed about ten to fifteen games more to be in top 
condition.” He then broadened his assessment of conditioning and 
applied it to the entire Canadian team: “I do think they could win 
if they were in top condition.”138 Kompalla also mentioned his 
amateur status and low wages in the German Bundesliga, 
compared to those of NHL officials. Still, he concluded that he felt 
up to the task and, although the Canadians were very verbose 
during their games, he did not worry about their constant 
criticisms, stating: “I let it go in one ear and out the other.”139   

 
Game Eight was going to test Kompalla’s resolve more 

than he could have ever imagined. As the first five minutes of the 
game would show, Red Berenson’s plea to “practice more self-
control in the face of adverse officiating” seemingly went 
unheeded. In a contest that included the Parise and Eagleson 
incidents, then culminated in the thrilling Henderson series-
winner, few games in the annals of sport contained more dramatic 
scenes. Kompalla is fully cognizant of the game’s historic legacy 
and, in looking back on his lengthy officiating career, he stated, 
“September 28th, 1972 was the unequivocal highlight.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
138 Dan Proudfoot, “Referee Clinic ‘Waste of Time’” – Kompalla’s performance 
disappoints Morrison’ in The Globe and Mail (27 Sept. 1972). 
139 Ibid. 
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Chapter Seven 
Game Eight: “I could have sent them all to the 

showers you know!” 
 
CBC broadcasting legend Foster Hewitt’s pre-Game Eight 

commentary proved to be prophetic: “If you had written a script, it 
could not have produced a more dramatic and exciting final.” For 
many, Kompalla was to emerge as the villain in the drama. 
Remarkably, prior to our first interview in February 2020, neither 
Kompalla, nor I for that matter, had any idea how deeply 
entrenched this Canadian vilification had become since 1972. 
There were numerous points in the project where I had to question 
whether providing a man in his mid-eighties with more negative 
assessments of his character or refereeing capabilities really served 
any purpose. More importantly, I had to decide if these revelations 
could prove psychologically damaging to the interviewee. In the 
end, Kompalla wished to press on no matter what the 
consequences, since he believed adding to the historical record of 
the Summit Series was worth it. With this in mind, it was in Game 
Eight where his place in the historical narrative was cemented. 

 
For Canadians who followed the grainy footage of the 

deciding game in Luzhnicki Ice Palace on September 28th over fifty 
years ago, the memories of Paul Henderson’s Series-winning goal 
are often described as a ‘where were you?’ moment. In his 
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ambitious 2011 book, How Hockey Explains Canada – The Sport that 
Defines a Country, Henderson himself gave many prominent 
Canadians the opportunity to express their thoughts on what they 
had experienced. Former Canadian Prime Minister, Stephen 
Harper, Don Cherry, Howie Meeker, and, perhaps surprisingly, 
Alan Eagleson, were all included to reflect on the ’72 Series. 
Stephen Harper, who was thirteen at time, not only remembered 
the Henderson goal, but clarified: “My memory of that particular 
period is particularly sharp about the things that were happening 
in the stands, things like the mugging of Alan Eagleson.” Harper 
then uses the ‘Eagleson incident’ that occurred just after Yvan 
Cournoyer scored at the 12:56 mark of the third period in Game 
Eight as a generational moment in Canada’s Cold War, clarifying:  

 
The Cold War has been over for over 20 years now and 
no one who was not alive in 1972, and certainly no one 
who was alive during the Cold War, could know the feeling 
that existed between the two different ways of life at the 
time. It was as if the freedom of Canadians versus the 
repression of the Soviet system was being showcased in 
the individualism of the Canadian players as opposed to 
the regimentation of the Soviet players. It was there for 
everyone to see.140 
 

Even though the events were there for all to see, how they were 
interpreted by everyone could differ drastically.  

 
For Kompalla, much of the Cold War narrative was: 

“something the Canadians came up with; on the ice it was really 
only about the sport of hockey.” Like Harper, he remembers the 
stunning images of Eagleson being escorted across the ice by the 
entire Canadian team, making rude gestures to the Moscow crowd. 
While, in his mind, this had little to do with waging a Cold War, 
Kompalla remembers the incident for being “the second time in 
this contest [that Team Canada had forced a lengthy stoppage], I 
could have sent them all to the showers you know!”141  

 
140 Stephen Harper, “Foreword” in Henderson How Hockey Explains Canada p. xi. 
141 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 
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In one of the most striking revelations of my 2022 

interviews with him, Kompalla asked me to explain what the 
Eagleson-led disturbance by the time-keeper’s bench had been 
about in the first place, because he could never explain how it 
started. I then recounted Eagleson’s rationale as to why he had 
made his way to the time-keeper’s bench, and accidentally fell in: 
because he was there to “protest that the goal light had not come 
on” when Cournoyer scored the tying 5:5 goal. Kompalla feigned 
surprise: “Really? I had no idea the goal light did not come on. I 
was right beside the net and made the goal signal. What happens 
with the off-ice officials is no concern of mine. The head referees 
call the goals on the ice.”142   

 
The Eagleson ‘rationale’ for his behaviour would not be 

the only revelation for Kompalla about the game he himself had 
officiated. Similarly, he provided me with many of his own 
recollections and insights about how he experienced Game Eight, 
many of which differed significantly from the established, near-
folkloric Canadian tales about the victory. Much of Kompalla’s lack 
of knowledge about how the Series was depicted in Canada was 
due to taking on as much officiating work as possible after 1972 
and having little time to reflect on particular games. Perhaps more 
importantly, the comprehensive body of writings, specials, movies, 
commemorative events that have managed to keep the Series alive 
in the collective memory of Canadians simply do not exist in 
Germany. As a matter of fact, presently, there is not one book in 
German on the Summit Series.  

 
Aware of this gap in German-language hockey 

historiography, Kompalla requested one condition prior to him 
taking part in this project was to ensure that the book would also 
be available in German so that, in his words, “hockey fans could 
finally read about the greatest series of all time. No one knows 
about this story here.” This near complete lack of German 
knowledge about the Summit Series was underlined when I met 

 
142 Ibid 
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with the City of Krefeld Research and Archival staff, who are 
usually very in tune with Kompalla’s life story, but they had scant 
knowledge of the 1972 Summit Series. Attempting to explain the 
national importance of the Canadian victory, I had to pivot sports 
and draw on a German parallel: the 1954 German World Cup 
soccer victory, often referred to as: “The Wonder of Bern.”143 Both 
sporting events have often been cited as defining, post-Second 
World War moments in forging new national identities for West 
Germany and Canada, respectively. 

 
Before delving in and reviewing the full game video with 

Kompalla, which he had not seen since he officiated the game, we 
began by trying to reconstruct his memories from the game itself. 
In other words, we conducted a mini brainstorm of the first things 
that come to his mind when I mention: ‘September 28th,’ ‘1972,’ 
‘Luzhnicki Ice Palace,’ or ‘Moscow.’ He said: “An intense, fast and 
physical game with lots of talking again from the Canadians and of 
course the two incidents.”144 It would be hard for Kompalla not to 
remember the Parise Incident, since an original print has hung by 
his entry door for nearly fifty years. Although the entire apartment 
is essentially an international hockey and Bundesliga memorabilia 
shrine, the prominent position of the Parise photo by the door 
essentially forces Kompalla to see it every time he leaves the 
apartment. Beyond that surreal moment, frozen in time, he 
remembered Game Eight for the amazing hockey that was played. 
He cited the speed, action, skill, physicality, great saves, and, of 
course, the highly dramatic ending as something that would never 
be replicated.  

 
 

 
143 Stadt Krefeld, Josef ‘Jupp’ Kompalla: “Ich will den Krefeldern etwas zurückgeben” 
in Krefeld Nachrichten (17. June 2022).  
144 Kompalla phone interview October 22nd, 2022. 
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Predictably, he also remembered that he was physically 
involved in the action. He clarified: “There was so much going on 
that we could have really used a third official in that particular 
contest. It was unlike any other game I refereed. Still, I think we 
[with Czech referee, Rudolf Bata] did our best under some trying 

15 Kompalla and his #16 patch from 1972 in front of his apartment entry 
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circumstances.” Kompalla then added: “in the last period, the 
Canadians will to win triumphed over the technical skill of the 
Soviets. After the Cournoyer equalizer, one could tell that the 
Russians were shocked and played nervous. The final goal was a 
nothing play, but it was not a surprise that it fell.” Then he 
concluded a bit unexpectedly: “Tell the people of Canada that it 
was an honour for me to have been part of that game.”145 After 
documenting some of his initial recollections, I did my best to 
explain some of the backstories I had come across during my 
research of events that supposedly transpired before the puck was 
dropped.    

 
There have been plenty of versions, most notably from 

Harry Sinden, Alan Eagleson, and John Ferguson, of the Game 
Eight referee selection process over the years. However, I thought 
it most prudent to begin with the most recent eye-witness account. 
I am not sure if Gary Smith, as a career Canadian diplomat, 
qualifies as a more neutral observer than the three 
abovementioned core members of the Team Canada coaching and 
managerial staff, but his 2022 book Ice War Diplomat opens with 
the chapter “The Referee Ultimatum,” dedicated solely to the 
heated exchange between the Canadian and Soviet officials 
deciding on who would referee the final game. These verbal 
exchanges were so intense that Smith finally ended with the self-
reflexive question: “How had I landed in this predicament?”146 In 
the end, the final referee meeting did have a compromise with 
which Smith, the career diplomat, could live: rather than one side 
choosing both officials for the penultimate game, each team would 
select one. The Soviets chose Kompalla of West Germany and the 
Canadians selected Rudolf Bata from Czechoslovakia. 

 
According to Sinden and Eagleson, the Canadians’ first 

choice was Ove Dahlberg (1931-1997), who they claim was then 
pressured by the Soviets not to officiate the game because he was 
presumably pro-Canadian. The Soviet line was that Dahlberg was 
sick with the flu on game day and simply could not officiate. 

 
145 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 
146 Gary Smith, Ice War Diplomat 13. 
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Extreme versions of this theory contest that Dahlberg was even 
poisoned by the Russians.147 For his part, Eagleson added that he 
spoke to Dahlberg by phone and, in another 2022 interview, he 
even said he “I had breakfast him” on the morning of September 
28th and that “Dahlberg seemed fine.”148 Both of Eagleson’s 
versions are peculiar, since it is very odd that the Director of Team 
Canada would contact an official by phone, let alone have breakfast 
with a referee who was about to officiate the biggest game in 
hockey history. Author Roy MacSkimming also did much to 
perpetuate the Eagleson-Sinden versions of the Dahlberg story by 
stating that “Dahlberg was in the crowd for game eight and looked 
fine.” Similarly, Ron Ellis mentioned, in the same 2022 CBC 
documentary that Eagleson was interviewed in, that “apparently 
Dahlberg was in the stands watching game eight.” Through my 
research, I found no evidence supporting Dahlberg being in the 
Luzhnicki Arena for Game Eight. Presumably, even if the Swedish 
official was in the crowd for the game, this would not make him fit 
enough to referee. 

 
While not an eyewitness to the events, Ken Dryden and 

free-lance writer, Jack Ludwig, also had contemporary insights 
into the Game Eight refereeing selection process. Ludwig’s 
verbose 1972 diary Hockey Night in Moscow cited Sinden as 
claiming he “pulled a Bobby Fischer” [American Grand Chess 
Master who had defeated the Soviet Boris Spassky in July 1972] by 
gaining single referee selection in Game Eight when the Soviets 
should have selected both officials, in accordance with the April 
1972 Prague agreement.149 Dryden, the starting goalie for the 
deciding game, would have been informed of the final decision to 
go with Kompalla and Bata when the three coaches returned from 
the lengthy morning meetings on September 28th. According to his 
1972 diary, Showdown at the Summit:  

 
147 Mark Mulvoy, “Waking up from a Nightmare” in Sports Illustrated (9 Oct. 1972). 
148 Alan Eagleson, Summit ’72 documentary interview Episode Four. 
149 See also in Canada Russia 1972 CBC movie special guest commentary when 
Eagleson says: ‘During the last referee negotiations the Soviets began to wave a piece 
of paper around [presumably the Prague contract] to say that they had the referee 
agreement in writing’ and game eight was a Soviet selection of both officials. 
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Shortly after noontime, Sinden and Eagleson came back 
to the hotel and told us that a compromise had been 
worked out. Both teams agreed to pick one referee for the 
game. The Soviets selected one of the West Germans – 
Kompalla, who, ironically wants to come to North America 
someday and officiate in the NHL. We picked Uve [sic] 
Dahlberg, the Swede, but he is bedded at his hotel with a 
bad case of flu.150  
 

Dryden’s account is interesting for his reference to Dahlberg being 
genuinely sick and that he did not believe, nor was he told by 
Sinden or Eagleson at the time, that there was any Soviet sleight of 
hand suspected in the Swede not officiating.  

 
Arguably even more revealing as it applies to later 

Kompalla-Soviet conspiracy theories, Dryden had somehow found 
out during the Series that Kompalla’s dream was to become an 
NHL official. Kompalla had restated this aspiration to turn 
professional in multiple interviews. In other words, if Dryden knew 
this desire, many others would have as well, not just the German 
press who had published Kompalla’s informal offer to come to 
North America. A logical question can therefore be asked: why 
would a European, amateur official turn ‘pro-Soviet’ when he 
viewed this Series as his audition for possibly achieving his dream 
to referee in the NHL? This is a critical question to ponder when 
assessing Kompalla’s entire body of work in the Series, including 
the two Stockholm games. Why would a West German official, who 
was supposedly so “corrupt” as to not be swayed to call games in 
Canada’s favour, when he knew that the watchful eyes of NHL 
Referee in Chief, Scotty Morrison, were always upon him? 

 
Lastly, as with so many aspects of the Series, there are 

multiple versions of referee selection controversy and what 
actually happened to Ove Dahlberg. A major clue that has not yet 
been considered can perhaps be found in the game that followed 

 
150 Ken Dryden, Face-Off at the Summit, 166. 
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the September 28th Canadian Game Eight victory, the last game in 
Prague on September 30th. Here, the unusual decision was made 
to go with an all-Czechoslovakian officiating crew, which was very 
much out of the norm for an IIHF-sanctioned game. In other 
words, nationals from the home team were usually not used in a 
game when, in this case Czechoslovakia, was one of the two 
competitors. Moreover, if the previous Moscow precedent of not 
having any officials work back-to-back games was also in play, 
then the two Prague choices seemed obvious: Dahlberg, since he 
was Swedish and had not refereed since Game Seven, and Franz 
Baader, since he was German and had not officiated since Game 
Six.   

 
In the end, the Prague game was offered to the two West 

Germans: Baader and Kompalla, but both would ultimately resign 
in protest. If Dahlberg was well enough to referee two days after 
supposedly taking ill on September 28th, then he should have been 
the head referee for the Canada-Czechoslovakia game. By process 
of elimination: when the two Germans resigned, and Bata was 
ineligible as a Czechoslovakian, the only person left to choose from 
was Dahlberg, unless he was genuinely unable to take the ice due 
to illness. Instead, not only did Bata get the Prague assignment, but 
he was also given an all-Czechoslovak, two-person lineman crew 
to assist him. It was also the first and only time in the series that 
the NHL three-man system was used.   

 
For his part, Kompalla has never understood the Dahlberg 

theories, asking: “Why are you guys [Canadians] so preoccupied 
with Dahlberg?” Again, I did my best to explain the back-story and 
then began my line of question: ‘What did you know about 
Dahlberg’s whereabouts on game-day?’ “Not much”, answered 
Kompalla curtly, “I heard he was not well, sick with something, a 
medical matter.” I followed up: “was there anything unusual about 
his absence, mentioning the notion that the Soviets were involved, 
even the possibility of poisoning” Kompalla, now getting a bit 
agitated with my dwelling on Dahlberg, said: 

 
There was really nothing unusual about the [referee] 
appointments for the last game. I thought in terms of 
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rotation, I would likely get the assignment with [Franz] 
Baader. My only surprise was that [Rudolf Bata] would be 
my partner and that I got the actual phone call quite late, 
around noon on game day. In the end it does not matter 
who I referee with or when I am assigned. I am called upon 
and I referee the game.”   
 

Kompalla’s recollection of the late, mid-day phone call aligns with 
Sinden and Eaglesons’ version of events where both mention that 
they missed their morning team skate due to the lengthy 
negotiations over who would referee. 

 
In the end, due to a protracted debate between the 

Canadian and Soviet representatives regarding who would referee, 
Josef Kompalla would not officiate alongside his West German 
partner, Baader, but instead with the Czechoslovak official, Rudolf 
Bata (1927-2017). Unlike Baader, who had been paired up with 
Kompalla for the two Swedish games and Game Six in Moscow, as 
well as numerous Bundesliga games in Germany, Kompalla had 
never officiated with Bata. The Czechoslovak, who was nine years 
older than Kompalla, had refereed his first World Championship in 
1967 in Vienna and was part of the Olympic officiating group that 
had included Baader in Sapporo in 1972. The paths of Kompalla 
and Bata would have likely crossed at the World Championships 
in Prague in 1972, but as a Czechoslovak national, Bata was not 
eligible to referee in his homeland. Bata retired in 1977 after he had 
officiated in two Olympics and six World Championships. 

 
As was the custom, neither Bata nor Kompalla 

commented on being selected as a pairing for Game Eight in 1972. 
Kompalla indicated that while there were no formal rules against 
voicing your opinions on other officials; it was something that was 
simply not done. He added, ‘this especially applied to the two-man 
system in which you were essentially in charge of the game with a 
second head referee who was your equal.’ In other words, the 
clearly established hierarchy that was in place for the one referee 
two linesman system, did not exist. The two-man system was 
indeed a partnership of two equals and had to function as such.  
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Referees also formed a bond as colleagues that, according 
to Kompalla at least, lasted a lifetime. On the passing of Franz 
Baader in 1997, for example, Kompalla shared that many of his 
fellow referees attending the funeral in Füssen, since “we had 
formed a special friendship.”  As Chapter Nine of this monograph 
will show, on the fortieth anniversary of the Series, Rudolf Bata 
gave several interviews in which he retrospectively expressed that 
he was not at all happy about being paired up with Kompalla. At 
first glance, this was likely due to the familiarity his partnership 
with Dahlberg had created; yet in 2012, he took these criticisms of 
Kompalla to a more personal level. In contrast, Kompalla did not 
have any second thoughts about being paired up with Bata in 1972 
or any time thereafter. He indicated “I really did not have any 
reservations about getting the assignment with Rudy. He was a 
good ref, I spoke Czech, we got along.”151  

 
When I told him about Bata’s 2012 comments, he seemed 

very surprised. As with so many of the English language 
publications and interviews that portrayed him negatively, many 
long after the fact, Kompalla really had no idea that Bata had made 
these comments to the Canadian press.  When asked about the 
performance of Bata in Game Eight, Kompalla initially took the 
brothers in arms line “one should not speak negatively about the 
deceased, especially a colleague.” However, as the extent of Bata’s 
criticisms became clearer and we watched the game together, he 
gradually began to open up on his Czechoslovak partner’s role in 
the tumultuous events of Game Eight. Although there were 
obviously two head referees entrusted with maintaining control of 
arguably the most eventful game in hockey history, for many, there 
was only one villain: Josef Kompalla. 

 
When viewing the footage of him taking the ice in Game 

Eight, Kompalla noted that Luzhnicki Ice Palace had “fancy 
carpeting down the entry tunnel which gave its games a real sense 
of occasion, although this game really did not need it.” Having an 
on-ice witness focus on the arena flooring to begin his recollections 

 
151 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 
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of perhaps the most dramatic game in history was in no way what 
I expected. Still, it spoke to the level of detail that Kompalla 
retained about the contest and he soon transitioned, providing 
insights on how tense the atmosphere was, as well as how he could 
mostly hear the noisy Canadian fans. Since he was privileged 
enough to experience all eight games in person, he thought that 
the only game that compared to the tension and atmosphere in 
Moscow on September 28th, 1972 was the very first game in 
Montreal. Unlike Pierre Trudeau who had ventured onto the ice to 
drop the ceremonial puck in game one, Kosygin and Brezhenev 
were in the audience but, as was the custom, they remained in the 
stands. 

 
Prior to puck drop, the final exchange of pre-game 

mementos is worth mentioning, since it evoked a wry reaction 
from Kompalla as he watched the old footage. Eagleson, Bob Hay, 
and Joe Kryczka were shown awkwardly hauling an Indigenous 
totem pole onto the ice, which was to be given to the Soviet Ice 
Hockey Federation for this grand finale. To give the combined 
Canadian gift offering a bizarre blend of Indigenous and ‘Wild 
West’ opening, the entire Canadian Team came onto the ice with 
white Stetson cowboy hats that were, in Brian Conacher’s words, 
“from the Stampede in Calgary.” These were then given to their 
Soviet counterparts, who stuck to their standard, miniature Soviet 
Hockey banners as their return gifts. Kompalla, who had referred 
to the brash Canadian style of play in Sweden as “these guys think 
they are cowboys,” could not miss the opportunity to say “that 
[choice of gift] was fitting.” Eagleson remarked that the Stetsons 
were an “item the Soviets had asked for.”152 After some odd images 
of Canadian players placing the hats on the bemused Russians, the 
teams could finally begin to play hockey. In 2022, Dennis Hull 
commented that after their Game Eight loss, the Soviets simply 
placed the hats in the garbage outside the dressing room.153 

 

 
152 Canada Russia ‘72 movie voiceover with Eagleson and Sinden. 
153 See Dennis Hull in Summit 72 CBC documentary Episode Three where he stated in 
reference to Clarke’s slash on Kharlamov: “If you are going to win like that, then I 
would rather not win.”  
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The commentary of Foster Hewitt and Brian Conacher 
from the opening minutes of the game is also worth mentioning. 
Hewitt indicated that the controversy over who would officiate had 
extended long into game day and that a solution was not found 
until around noon. As a point of interest, Conacher then added: 
“game eight was a Soviet selection and they had chosen the two 
Germans.” Hewitt then concluded that this selection had “just 
about caused a riot,” but a compromise was ultimately reached to 
arrive at the pairing of Bata and Kompalla.  

 
Kompalla then dropped the opening puck, but not before 

Phil Esposito talked to him at length. This was something that 
Kompalla had already identified as a Canadian trait, but it would 
certainly reach a peak in Game Eight. “Yes, they liked to talk, 
Esposito especially always had something to say,” he explained. 
The Soviets then opened the game with a quick flurry of chances 
and seemed to be energized by their home crowd. At 2:25, Bill 
White was called for a holding infraction on which the Soviet player 
went to the ice quite easily. Just to ensure all of Canada knew 
where he stood on the infraction, Foster Hewitt stated 
emphatically “that was a dive, a real dive folks.”  

 
After reviewing the call he made on White, Kompalla said 

he “had no issues with it – look at the position of his [White’s stick], 
it is in the legs.” A second Canadian holding infraction followed 
only thirty-six seconds later at 3:01 against Peter Mahovlich. This 
infraction seemed rather obvious, as Peter Mahovlich ended up 
wrapping up Alexander Yakushev and landing on top of the Soviet 
forward near center ice. Contrary to numerous sources, it was not 
a call made by Kompalla, but instead by Bata. Since it was a penalty 
that resulted in a two man-advantage, it was the call on Mahovlich 
that proved more impactful than Kompalla’s on White. With two 
Canadians in the penalty box, the Soviets opened the scoring on a 
goal by Yakushev at 3:34.  

 
Rudolf Bata then assessed the next penalty to the Soviet, 

Vladimir Petrov, at 3:44, which resulted in both teams temporarily 
playing four-on-four. The call on Petrov was perhaps difficult to 
discern on the video footage, but Kompalla did not see much in the 
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call, qualifying “well that was Bata’s.” Petrov himself became 
unusually animated after the penalty was given and shrugged his 
shoulders in a gesture of disbelief. The subsequent four-on-four 
only lasted a mere thirty-six seconds before the parade to the 
penalty box continued. The fourth penalty of the game came at 
4:10. It was an interference call made by Kompalla against Jean-
Paul Parise, who obstructed Alexander Maltsev, leaving the Soviet 
defensive zone near the blue line. Similar to the Foster Hewitt 
commentary on Bill White’s penalty, Brian Conacher was quite 
critical that the call was made stating “Parise was just trying to 
check closely and play the puck.” Kompalla was resolute with his 
reassessment: “a clear penalty, he [Parise] clearly fouled the 
Russian.” Whether fully justified or not, the firestorm that ensued 
from this call would define the playing and officiating careers of 
both Parise and Kompalla.  

 
Following the call, Parise became infuriated. He initially 

approached Kompalla about the infraction, entered the penalty 
box, and then vacated it. He subsequently talked to the West 
German and skated towards the Canadian bench. He then crossed 
the ice once more, approached Kompalla, and slammed his stick 
in front of the official, for which Kompalla immediately added a 
ten-minute misconduct. The Canadian forward circled around 
center ice once more and then, in a surreal moment, raised his stick 
in a motion to club Kompalla over the head. Thankfully for all 
involved, Parise stopped halfway through the swing. After recoiling 
in self-defence, Kompalla quickly collected himself and assessed a 
game misconduct. As a result of these actions, Parise received two 
minutes for interference, ten minutes for the stick slam and verbal 
abuse, and was thrown out of the game for raising his stick over his 
head in a clubbing motion towards Kompalla.154 

 

 
154 The ten-second (1:14:50 - 1:15:00) Kompalla verbal clarification on the Parise 
penalties in the 1992 CBC TV documentary Summit on Ice, represent the only time he 
gave a Canadian TV interview on the subject.  I am thankful to Robert MacAskill, the 
co-producer, for confirming that the 1992 interview location was in front of the hockey 
arena in Prague. Phone conversation with Robert MacAskill and Ravi Baichwal, 
February 23rd, 2022. 



| 135    B o l z  

 

Remarkably, immediately following the game, Parise 
revealed that he did not dispute his penalty, but was simply 
confused by the initial interference call by Kompalla, stating: “If 
he’d called anything else but interference, I’d accepted it and gone 
to the penalty box.”155 Given the degree of Parise’s rage, and the 
unbelievable scenes that unfolded afterwards, it seems incredible 
that all this turmoil originated from Kompalla supposedly assigning 
the wrong type of penalty.   

 
When the penalty tally to Parise was finally announced in 

the Luzhnicki Arena, it was not just the robust Canadian forward 
who continued to rage, but the entire Canadian team, led by Harry 
Sinden and John Ferguson. According to Foster Hewitt, the two 
coaches hurled a bench, a chair, and towels on the ice. Meanwhile, 
numerous Canadian players heatedly argued with the officials near 
the penalty box, including Frank Mahovlich, who the video footage 
clearly shows pushing Kompalla to possibly emulate a penalty call. 
Similar to Kharlamov’s physical touching of Steve Dowling in 
Game Two, this should have resulted in an instant ten-minute 
misconduct to Mahovlich. When reviewing this action by 
Mahovlich and being asked why the Canadian was not given a 
game misconduct, Kompalla answered that he “did not wish to 
throw more gasoline on the fire.”156   

 
Kompalla used the same ‘putting out fire with gasoline’ 

analogy to describe his decision not to act more severely against 
Sinden and Ferguson littering the ice and prolonging an already 
protracted break in the game. He stated: “There was talk on the 
ice [with Bata] and with the off-ice officials from the Soviet 
Federation of calling the game due to all the mayhem, but I wanted 
to make sure the game continued. We just needed to wait a bit until 
things calmed down.” In a 2002 interview, Sinden himself 
commented on this early chaos in the game: “We did get his 
[Kompalla’s] attention. I mean, we [Ferguson and Sinden] should 

 
155 Jim Taylor, “Column” in The Vancouver Sun (29 Sept. 1972) or Dan Proudfoot, 
“From Russia with Glory” in The Globe and Mail (29 Sept. 1972) where Parise believed 
it was a cross-check instead of interference. 
156 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 8th, 2022. 
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have been thrown out of the game for the way we behaved.”157 
Rather than add more penalties in this volatile situation, Kompalla 
believes that his greatest contribution to the Series was that he 
restored order in Game Eight on not just one, but two occasions 
when Canadian team discipline completely broke down.   

 
Kompalla is still puzzled by all the rage bottled up in Parise 

to commit such an act. He reflected: “This really has nothing to do 
with hockey,” repeating a line he had previously used to describe 
acts of Canadian violence in Stockholm and Clarke’s slash on 
Kharlamov. To offer a Team ’72 viewpoint on these events to 
Kompalla, I translated a 2018 interview by Canadian forward Ron 
Ellis, who explained:  

 
I don’t think in the NHL those first calls would have been 
made – even if they were technically penalties. The idea 
would have been, enough’s enough here– there is a lot at 
stake. But that did not happen – I would need to look at 
multiple slow motions to see if those first two calls were 
penalties – so the third one was just too much.158   
 

In regards to Ellis’ view of the frequency of five penalties being 
assessed in the first five minutes, Kompalla, stated: “a penalty is a 
penalty no matter what time of the game it occurs” and on Ellis’ 
insinuation that there was a lot at stake in this the deciding game 
of the Series and that even if  “penalties were technically penalties” 
insinuating that the referee should have looked the other way, 
Kompalla added “it takes courage for a referee to make these calls 
in big games to stay in control.”159 Kompalla still seemed confused 
by both the controversy surrounding these opening penalties and 
that referees should somehow change their officiating style based 
on the gravity of a game. In his mind, the calls were all correct and 
needed to be made to maintain and restore order. 

 

 
157 Harry Sinden interview in ’72 Complete DVD set Disc Six (41:55-42:00). 
158 Ron Ellis, interview in Greg Franke, Epic Confrontation - Canada vs. Russia on Ice: 
The Greatest Sports Drama of All Time (New York, 2018), 345. 
159 Kompalla interview in Krefeld Feb. 28th, 2020. 
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Prior to moving on from the Parise incident with 
Kompalla, I wanted to get one more clarification on the 
prominence of Phil Esposito in all the one-ice discussions that 
ensued. I asked Kompalla what all the verbal exchanges with 
Canada’s leading scorer were about and he answered that Esposito 
just wanted clarifications on the call. He even notes that in Game 
Eight, Esposito was composed and polite in speaking to him. As 
the film footage shows, amidst the mayhem, Kompalla tried to 
emphasize to the visibly agitated Frank Mahovlich and Rod Gilbert 
that he wished to only speak with one Canadian captain. Since 
Canada did not have one designated captain, but instead 
alternating assistants, one of whom was Esposito, it was this team 
leader with whom Kompalla wished to deal, not a multitude of 
emotionally charged Canadian players.  

 
When I indicated that numerous documentaries and 

recollections of the Series have claimed that these on-ice 
discussions with Esposito were about Kompalla deliberately 
requesting the Canadian to serve Parise’s ten-minute misconduct, 
he indicated “it was never about who would serve the penalty.” 
Continuing with this theory perpetuated by Robert MacAskill, 
documentaries, and MacSkimming’s book that the West German 
intentionally wanted to remove Canada’s most impactful player, 
Kompalla replied: “That is simply not the rule. Whoever was on the 
ice when the infraction occurred can serve the penalty. I had no 
interest who it was as long as they were on the ice. I also do not 
have the authority or the desire to request Esposito serve the ten.” 
According to the aforementioned views, Esposito deliberately 
defied Kompalla’s authority and heroically remained on the ice. 
Kompalla clarified: “This makes no sense and was written by 
people who do not understand the rules. I had no authority to 
request a specific player, not on this or any other game.” In the 
end, Dennis Hull served the ten-minute misconduct. “Yes, all 
straight forward, since he was on the ice during the incident,” 
Kompalla stated in a very matter of fact manner.160 

 

 
160 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 
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Beyond the spectacle of Parise’s rage, what was perhaps 
most revealing in all that took place during the opening five 
minutes in Game Eight were Harry Sinden’s recollections. In his 
diary entry on September 29th, the Canadian coach indicated that 
the chaos in Game Eight was all orchestrated, stating:  

 
There was only one thing to do to make them stop – make 
them look bad, like we had in the previous games. This is 
why the chairs went and why I continued the argument as 
long as I could. I wanted these bastards to think that if they 
did make one more bad call, I would have one of my 
players go out and crease one of them with a stick.161 
 

Less than twenty-four hours after having narrowly averted a 
‘referee stick creasing’ by Parise, Sinden revealed that it had all 
been by his design and was building upon previous precedents of 
referee embarrassment and intimidation. Rather than attempting 
to play a more disciplined game and stay out of the penalty box, 
publicly humiliating the referees was the “only thing to make them 
stop.” According to this rationale, Sinden believed the outrageous 
Canadian behaviour achieved the desired result: the referees had 
been intimidated enough to call fewer penalties.  

 
For point of interest, when commemorating Jean-Paul 

Parise on May 10th, 2022, the official Team ’72 website also 
identified this ‘same silver lining’ assessment of Parise’s unhinged 
behaviour: “After J.P. Parise (1941-2015) was ejected from game 8 
in Moscow for violently objecting to a penalty call by West German 
referee Josef Kompalla, Team Canada received much better 
officiating. It was a turning point in the game and possibly the 
series.”162 When shown this interpretation, Kompalla responded: 
“the only turning point of [the Parise incident] was that the teams 
regrouped and played hockey for the rest of the game.”163 

 

 
161 Sinden, Hockey Showdown, 113. 
162 “Jean Parise 1972-09-28” Team Canada ’72 official website May 10th, 2022. 
163 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 8th, 2022. 



| 139    B o l z  

 

Quite contrary to the 2022 Team ’72 entry, Gary J. Smith, 
Canadian diplomat in Moscow, recently explained that this on-ice 
behaviour was far from a positive turning point in the Series. In 
fact, at the time, Smith thought the mayhem could even be 
diplomatically damaging. By chance, Smith was sitting beside the 
injured Bobby Orr in Luzhnicki Arena during the Parise incident. 
The Canadian diplomat recounted that he and Orr differed on what 
they had just seen: “He [Orr] blamed the referees. He had been 
manifestly unhappy with the two Germans going back to the games 
in Sweden.” Smith then countered that Canada had negotiated for 
the two officials for Game Eight and that the Canadians now 
needed to abide by the rules: “The actions of Parise and Sinden, I 
said weren’t helpful; they were disappointing and didn’t reflect well 
on the Canadian team and on Canada.” Smith continued, that he 
believed Orr came from the “Vince Lombardi school” in which 
“winning isn’t everything - it’s the only thing.” After mentioning to 
Orr that “how you win is also important” and “that our diplomatic 
objective was to build bridges and not blow them up.”  Orr 
countered: “You’ve been in Moscow too long.” This led Smith to 
conclude: “We were obviously on completely different 
wavelengths.”164 

 
After the first period turmoil, the game settled somewhat, 

even though there were still eleven penalty calls assessed, six to 
the Soviets and five to Canada, after Parise had been ejected. 
Canada required only seventeen seconds on the power play to 
even the game at 1:1, after Tsygankov had been called for 
interference, through a goal by Brad Park. Alexander Maltsev’s 
goal at 13:10 continued the game trend of exchanging power-play 
markers. At 16:59, it was again Park who replied for Canada, this 
time at even strength. The first period ended with the game being 
tied at two goals. In the second, the Soviets played perhaps their 
strongest period of the series when Shadrin, Yakushev, and 
Vasiliev all managed to beat Ken Dryden after Bill White had tied 
the score at three. The Soviets thus had a two-goal advantage 
heading into the third period, leading the game 5:3.  

 
164 Gary J. Smith, Ice War Diplomat, 229-230. 
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In his book, Thunder and Lightning, Phil Esposito explained 

that no one panicked in the Canadian dressing room during the last 
intermission, even though Canada essentially needed three goals 
to win the Series. The key, according to Esposito’s recollections, 
was to score early in the third and at 2:27 he got this important 
goal, shortening the Soviet lead to 5:4. Just over a minute later, 
Bata and Kompalla had more work to do when Gilbert and 
Mishakov got into a physical tussle in front of the Canadian net. In 
rewatching this incident, Kompalla seemed to take pride in the fact 
that he was right in the middle of the dust-up while Bata remained 
on the periphery, stating: “See, I was always right in the middle of 
things when it was required.” When asked whether he enjoyed the 
physical side of refereeing, like he had previously as a player, he 
answered: “Not necessarily enjoyed it, but I certainly never shied 
away from it either as a player or an official.” Then he concluded, 
in a lecturing tone: “Hockey is not a sport for those who do not like 
physicality!” Oddly, the statistics for Gilbert and Mishakov list 
offsetting five-minute majors for what seemed to be a fight. In 
theory though, under IIHF rules, as Brian Conacher noted in his 
game commentary, “both players should have been ejected.” In a 
less than convincing explanation, Kompalla said he ‘did not see the 
tussle as an all-out fight, but still figured it was enough to warrant 
two majors instead of two mere minors for roughing’.165 The 
players thus served their offsetting penalties and both stayed in the 
game to witness the next sequence of near unbelievable events that 
occurred when Yvan Cournoyer tied the game at 5:5 on a goal-
mouth scramble at the 12:51 mark. 

 
Although there was no reason to dispute the goal at the 

time, since Kompalla was right on the edge of Tretiak’s goal crease 
when he signalled the puck had crossed the line, Eagleson, who 
was sitting mid-ice near the time-keeper’s box, believed the goal 
light did not come on. Unfortunately, unlike the 5:4 Esposito goal  
that occurred in the opposite end of the rink, there is no clear 
footage of the goal light malfunctioning for the Cournoyer goal. 

 
165 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 8th, 2022. 
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Whether on or not, Eagleson took it upon himself to vehemently 
protest the ‘non-goal-light call’ at the time-keeper’s box.166 In fact, 
he seemed to lose his balance and somehow managed to end up 
at ice level on the other side of the boards, where he was restrained 
by the Moscow Militia. This, after the Parise chaos, culminated in 
yet another surreal moment in Game Eight involving Canadian 
players, coaches, Hockey Canada officials, reserve players, and 
even trainers. The full team traversed the ice in an apparent bid to 
rescue Alan Eagleson from the Soviet authorities.  
 

In one of his most surprising revelations, Kompalla said 

that even fifty years later, he still had absolutely no idea what 
caused the Eagleson-led game interruption. In 2022, he watched 
the 1972 footage in disbelief and commented that in the game, he 
was equally stunned by what he was witnessing. When I told him 
that Eagleson was apparently upset over the goal light not turning 

 
166 Reid, Patrick Wild Colonial Boy - A Memoir (Vancouver, 1992) Patrick Reid, a 
senior Canadian diplomat, sat near Eagleson in Game Eight and said 'the goal light 
coincidentally flashed on during Eagleson's gesticulations.' p. 217. 

16 Phil Esposito scoring the 5:4 goal in Game Eight Moscow          (September 28th, 
1972) 
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on, Kompalla replied: “This is the first time I have heard of the goal 
light not turning on and what does it matter? I am not concerned 
with what happens off the ice or with off-ice officials, I control the 
game on the ice and I clearly signalled goal.” He then continued 
by chiding the Canadian antics, which culminated in the entire 
coaching staff and some players ‘rescuing’ Eagleson from the time-
keeper’s box and then escorting him across the full length of the 
ice while he, and others, made rude gestures towards the crowd. 
Since this was the second lengthy Canadian-caused stoppage in 
game eight, Kompalla added sternly: “I could have sent them all to 
the showers you know!”167  

 
In the end, he explained that he and Bata continued 

because “there is nothing in the rule book to deal with something 
like this.” In essence, the entire Team Canada contingent was on 
the ice: mostly in skates, but some in shoes. “Who do I assess a 
bench penalty to when the entire bench had emptied onto the 
ice?!” As they did after the Parise misconduct, the referees did not 
abandon the match or expel select players or coaches for causing 
the second major delay in this all-important game. Remarkably, no 
single penalty was assessed after the turmoil unleashed by 
Eagleson’s baffling behaviour. Even Foster Hewitt and Brian 
Conacher, who were seldom at a loss for words and had prime 
views, broadcasting from ice-level between the two team benches, 
had little to say about what they had observed. Hewitt finally said: 
“it looks as though the police were trying to remove Eagleson from 
the arena.” When replaying these images today, one can perhaps 
not blame the commentators for not being able to describe what 
they saw, since it seemed so other-worldly. Kompalla’s main 
reaction in watching the old film footage in 2022 was also a silent 
headshake, signalling mere disbelief. 

 
In the end, there were still just under eight minutes to play 

after Kompalla had called the Cournoyer goal and the Canadian 
team had brought Eagleson across the ice and back to the safety 
of their bench. “The Soviets seemed rattled by the tying goal and 

 
167 Kompalla phone interview March 15th, 2022. 
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perhaps brought out of their rhythm by the surreal scenes 
thereafter,” according to Kompalla. Both teams had some chances, 
but Canada surely seemed to have the momentum. Often 
overlooked in the ‘Soviet complicity’ theories regarding Kompalla 
was that he and Bata still assessed offsetting penalties to Petrov 
and Hull at 15:24. “Yes, it looks as though I called Petrov for an 
elbow there,” he stated matter of fact. Although I could anticipate 
his answer about the significance of calling a penalty so late in a 
game with so much at stake, I did pose the question when he 
already began to formulate the stock answer: “A penalty is a 
penalty…” we both finished in unison, “no matter which time of 
the game it occurs.”168 

 
For Canadians who were old enough to follow the game 

on television on September 28th, 1972, the final moments of Game 
Eight can be recited from memory. With thirty-four seconds 
remaining, and from a seemingly broken play where he fell behind 
the Soviet net and was left unmarked, Paul Henderson scored the 
famous game winner. Added to the previous goals by Esposito and 
Cournoyer, Kompalla also made the call on the Series decider. In 
fact, the 1973 publication Twenty-Seven Days in September – The 
Official Hockey Canada History of the 1972 Canada / USSR Series 
contains a freeze-frame pictorial of the Henderson goal and, in no 
less than eighteen of twenty-five images, Kompalla is clearly 
visible.169 On his recollections of the moment he called the goal, 
Kompalla emphasized: “Of course, I signalled the final goal. We 
[along with Bata] then skated back to center ice and both knew the 
game had been decided.”170 

 
Bata and Kompalla then stood back and watched the 

euphoric Canadians celebrate. They also still had to observe the 
players of the match receive their respective awards: Brad Park 
and Paul Henderson for Canada, as well as Alexander Yakushev 
and Vladislav Tretiak for the Soviet Union.  

 
168 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 8th, 2022. 
169 John Macfarlane, Twenty -Seven Days in September - The Official Hockey Canada 
History of the 1972 Canada / USSR Series (Canada, 1973), 110-111. 
170 Kompalla interview in Krefeld Feb. 28, 2020 
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Following the final handshakes, the two referees retreated 

into the refuge of their change room. Kompalla remembers that 
they were both exhausted and exchanged few, if any, reflections 
on the game. All he could recount was: “We showered, went back 
to the hotel and slept.” Thus, even though the final post-game 
reception had been planned for the Hotel Metropol where the 
referees stayed, and not the Intourist Hotel of Team Canada, the 
referees were not invited to the final after-party.  

 
In 2012, Parise also commented on a post-game eight 

Canadian dressing room incident that “hasn’t made the rounds 
much since 1972”. The player who had been assessed a game 
penalty by Kompalla, explained:  

 
As [Team Canada] were all going back to our dressing 
room after the game, we did not want anyone else there. 
So we are standing in line waiting for them to open the 
door. And in our line was a Russian reporter who insisted 
he was going to come into the dressing room with us. All 
of a sudden Bill Goldsworthy hauls off and pops him one, 
knocks him out cold, and looks as though nothing 
happened. We just walked by him and into the room.171 
 

Since I was not able to corroborate this story of what amounted to 
the assault of a Russian journalist in any other source, it can 
hopefully be filed under the ‘stolen steaks’ and ‘a crashing hotel 
chandelier’ category of unproven tall tales. Other than noise and 
celebration near the Canadian dressing room, Kompalla has no 
recollections of a journalist being struck. Presumably, this would 
have been something that could not have been hidden from the 
media, since one of their own was assaulted. If it was indeed 
fabricated by Parise, then the simple question remaining fifty years 
later is: why? 

 

 
171 J.P. Parise, in Official 40th Celebration, 229. 
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For his part, Kompalla only remembered Bata wishing him 
well, since he believed that his Summit Series assignments had just 
ended, while the West German had another game to officiate just 
two days later in Prague. Neither referee could have predicted that 
it was actually Kompalla who had just refereed his last 1972 
Summit Series game and, in a move that went against IIHF 
protocol, that Bata himself, the native of Czechoslovakia, would be 
allowed to officiate a game in his own country. Equally as 
surprising, not only was Bata entrusted with the September 30th 
game in Prague, but the IIHF two-man referee system was 
abandoned for a head-referee-and-two-linesman type system used 
in the NHL. To complete the surprises, both of Bata’s linesmen 
were allowed to be Czechoslovakian too: Ivo Filip and Ales 
Prazak.172 In a Series filled with unprecedented events and puzzling 
behaviour, what would amount to the final act in the refereeing 
drama involving Josef Kompalla and Franz Baader, their formal 
resignation, was perhaps the most shocking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
172 Bendell, 1972 – The Summit Series, 357. 
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Chapter Eight 
The Aeroflot Flight from Moscow to Prague 

 
After the national euphoria unleashed by the Henderson 

goal in Canada, neither the press nor the public paid too much 
attention to what transpired before the team arrived back in 
Montreal on October 1st, 1972.  However, there was another game 
that, if added to the two Swedish contests, amounted to the 
eleventh hockey game for Team Canada in the European 
‘friendship series.’ After defeating the Soviets in Moscow on 
September 28th, the team flew to Prague the next day.  On 
September 30th they took on the reigning IIHF World Champions, 
Czechoslovakia, in the Sportovini Hala. Significantly, Baader and 
Kompalla were scheduled to officiate this last game, but they 
resigned in protest. Depending on whose recollections are to be 
believed, the incidents that caused the Germans to formally quit 
the series occurred on a shared flight from Moscow to Prague on 
September 29th and involved Canadian players abusing the two 
referees one final time. If the Canadian intent to break the will of 
the two German officials had been a central objective since first 
encountering them in Stockholm, then it was not achieved on the 
ice, but instead, onboard the Aeroflot flight to Prague. 
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Kompalla remembers that, for him, nothing unusual 
happened on the day after the historic Canadian victory. There was 
not much time to reminisce or even process what had transpired 
at Luzhnicki Ice Palace the previous night. The two Germans 
received their usual referee appointment call in the morning, just 
prior to checking out of the Hotel Metropol Kompalla was a bit 
surprised that he was called upon again, since back-to-back 
assignments were not the norm. If he was physically fit, the Swede 
Ove Dahlberg and the West German Baader would logically get 
the Prague game, since Rudolf Bata was a Czech national. 

 
When Kompalla was called upon to pair up with his old 

partner, he did not ask any questions and got ready to head to the 
Moscow Airport. He remembered that the means of transport were 
a bit different this time around. The two Germans got a personal 
car to the airport and an escort by security detail to the check-in 
and departure gate. At the time, these additional security measures 
seemed odd to Kompalla. However, when he found out that the 
Series organizers had made the bewildering decision to book the 
two West Germans on the same plane as the entire Canadian team, 
he realized why they were getting this special treatment. Ken 
Dryden also noted, in his diary, that Soviet head coach, Bobrov, 
was at the airport too. When Dryden asked him what he was doing 
heading to Prague, Bobrov replied: “I’m going down to scout the 
Canadians again.”173 The Aeroflot flight from Moscow to Prague 
therefore had the following personnel on board: Kompalla, Baader, 
Vsevolod Bobrov, the Canadian players, and coaches Harry Sinden 
and John Ferguson.  

 
On September 30th, The Globe and Mail, as well as The 

Times Columnist, picked up the Moscow to Prague flight story with 
the respective headlines: “Refs Resign After Fun Flight” and “Refs 
Go First Class with Soviet Coach.” According to the press 
coverage, Canadian players, specifically Wayne Cashman and 
Jean-Paul Parise, bothered the two West German officials by 
shouting insults and hurling left-over food at them. The Canadians 

 
173 Dryden, Face-Off at the Summit, 181. 
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were supposedly upset that Baader, Kompalla, and Bobrov had 
been seated in the “First Class” section near the front of the plane, 
while they sat behind them, presumably in regular seating. 
According to Joe Kryczka, President of the Canadian Amateur 
Hockey Association: “[Baader and Kompalla] were apparently 
unhappy because one of the players (Wayne Cashman) threw some 
food, small cucumbers, at them and a couple of them gave them a 
rough time.” Once the plane landed in Prague, Kryczka explained 
that the referees voiced their concerns and decision to withdraw 
to “the Czech Press and the Czech hockey people.” Kryzcka then 
concluded: “It’s fine with us because we know they won’t try to 
hose us like the Russians did.”174  

 
Remarkably, beyond the press coverage, and Kryczka’s 

observations, there are no less than six additional Canadian 
versions of what transpired on the plane to Prague. These include 
from Harry Sinden, Dennis Hull, Jean-Paul Parise, John Ferguson, 
diplomat Patrick Reid, and, most recently, Phil Esposito.  

 
In his September 29th, 1972 diary entry, Sinden expressed 

his surprise about who was on the flight with him and recalled 
immediately tasking two of the most physically imposing players 
to pay the referees a visit. The Canadian head coach reflected on 
the day’s events and posed the question: 
 

Guess who was sitting up in first class, side by side, 
exchanging niceties? Coach Bobrov and Kompalla, the 
German referee. We thought it only fitting that we send 
some Canadian representatives to keep them company. 
Cashman and Peter Mahovlich volunteered and I 
understand the four lunched together. Someday I will have 
to get the complete details.175   
 

 
174 Prague Staff, “Refs Resign after Fun Flight” in The Globe and Mail (30 Sept. 1972) 
and Special to The Times, “Refs Go First Class with Soviet Coach” in Times Colonist (30 
Sept. 1972). 
175 Sinden, Hockey Showdown, 120. 
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Along with the intimidation factor these two players represented 
for the Canadian head coach, he also made the crucial transition 
here of inferring Kompalla’s complicity with the Soviets. 
Previously, he had described Kompalla and Baader as 
‘incompetent,’ even ‘the worst referees he had ever seen.’ Here on 
the plane to Prague, Kompalla’s proximity to Bobrov was all the 
evidence Sinden needed to calcify this view. In line with previous 
referee intimidation tactics, noted strong-men, Wayne Cashman 
and Peter Mahovlich, volunteered to ‘lunch’ with Kompalla and 
Bobrov. Whether Sinden ever received his desired ‘complete 
details’ from Cashman and Mahovlich remains unclear. Neither 
player has ever commented on their run-in with Kompalla on the 
Prague flight. 

 
However, Dennis Hull did record and publish what he saw 

on the same flight. While not mentioning Bobrov, Hull’s version of 
the plane incident also depicted Kompalla’s supposed 
subservience to the Soviets as an accepted fact, he recalled: 
“Although we knew Kompalla had been told what to do by the 
Russians, J.P. [Parise] still hated him.” Hull then explained that 
Kompalla looked scared and nervous all flight, in anticipation of 
what Parise might do to him. Hull’s retelling differs from the press 
coverage in terms of food: “Just as they served dinner, J.P. 
approached him. I think Kompalla thought he was going to be 
beaten, J.P. just tipped the referee’s dinner into his lap. Kompalla 
sat there and didn’t move a muscle in protest.”176 According to this 
version of events, Parise thus exacted his revenge on a ‘terrified’ 
Josef Kompalla only one day after the West German had ejected 
Parise from Game Eight.  

 
On two separate occasions, Parise also recalled what 

transpired between him and Kompalla en route to Prague, although 
he did not mention Bobrov’s presence. After first being startled that 
Kompalla was on the same plane, the Canadian forward quickly 
took the initiative. Parise explained:  

 

 
176 Dennis Hull with Robert Thompson, The Third Best Hull (Toronto, 2013), 116. Hull 
then, erroneously, had Kompalla refereeing the last game in Prague, 117. 
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He was sitting near the front of the plane, so I went behind 
him and grabbed his cheek and squeezed it. He turns 
white and I said, ‘I just want you to know I’m here you 
stupid communist so-and-so.’ We threw a couple of 
cucumber slices at him, too.177    
 

Parise then expressed feelings of remorse, stating, “It’s one of 
those things that you regret for the rest of your life.” In the same 
year he gave this account to The Hockey News, Parise offered a 
slightly different version to Andrew Podnieks for 2012 book Team 
Canada 1972: The Official 40th Anniversary Celebration – As Told by 
the Players. Here, he altered his wording somewhat by leaving out 
“stupid communist so and so.” Whereas he omitted the ideological 
reference to communism, Parise did shed more light on his motive, 
boasting: “I told him [Kompalla] that I just wanted to let him know 
I was there.”178  

 
For Sinden, Hull and especially Parise, Kompalla’s 

presence on the plane seemingly offered up a chance at retributive 
justice that could not be passed up. These three Canadian players, 
Cashman, Peter Mahovlich and Parise, were all known for their 
physicality, size and aggressive play. They all essentially bullied a 
frightened and meek Kompalla as payback for the events of the 
night before. 

 
Surprisingly, for another ex-player turned coach who had 

made playing a very physical brand of hockey his trademark, 
Canadian assistant coach, John Ferguson, claimed to not witness 
anyone intimidating Kompalla. Ferguson remembered the flight as 
having been, in his words: “uneventful, unless you count some 
overtime partying, and that our least favourite referee Kompalla 
shared the plane with us.” Then, seemingly with a clear view of the 
seated Josef Kompalla, Ferguson concluded: “One thing I noticed 

 
177 Adam Proteau, “The Summit Series at 40, Extended Version” citing Jean-Paul 
Parise’s interview in The Hockey News (10 Sept. 2012). 
178 Jean-Paul Parise, “#22 J-P (Jean-Paul) Parise – Passion and Rage” in Podnieks, 
Official 40th Celebration, 225.  
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about the German was that he was eating peanuts and kept 
dropping them on his lap. The man could not do anything right!”179  

 
Ferguson’s account is important, since it indicates that he 

was sitting in a part of the airplane where he had clear view of 
Kompalla, near the front. In other words, if the plane had first-class 
seating, the Canadian coach was sitting in the same section as 
Kompalla. Presumably, Ferguson would have seen the three 
Canadian players either ‘lunch,’ ‘squeeze Kompalla’s cheek,’ or ‘tip 
a full plate of dinner into his lap.’ What Ferguson observed, and 
then used as an opportunity to further ridicule Kompalla, was that 
the German was apparently removing peanuts that he had clumsily 
spilled onto his lap. Keeping the first account of Joe Kryczka’s 
version of events in mind, where he mentioned the players ‘threw 
some food and cucumbers at the referees,’ it seems very plausible 
that it was not peanuts Kompalla was removing from his clothes, 
but food projectiles that had been thrown at him by the Canadian 
players. 

 
Senior Canadian diplomat, Patrick Reid, was also on the 

plane to Prague and sat close to the cockpit. He indicated that the 
entire scene on the plane was so unruly that he had to yell at the 
players to ‘desist’ so that they could get “the goddam plane in the 
air and away from Moscow.”  Reid then indicated that: “it took 
John Ferguson and several helpers to ensure that he [Kompalla] 
came to no harm.”180 

 
The most recent version of this bizarre targeting of Baader 

and Kompalla on the Moscow to Prague flight stems from Phil 
Esposito. Cited here from the 2022 official history 1972 The Series 
that Changed Hockey Forever, the outspoken leader of Team 
Canada revealed that he was not just an observer in the harassing 
of the two Germans, but an active participant. In an odd blend of 
regret, and ‘to the victor go the spoils’ logic, Esposito gave the 
following explanation for his behaviour: 

 

 
179 Ferguson, Thunder and Lightning, 198. 
180 Patrick Reid, Wild Colonial Boy – A Memoir (Vancouver, 1995), 218. 
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When we flew to Prague, I remember the referee [Franz 
Baader] was on the plane sitting in first class. J.P. Parise 
and me – you know those meals they have on the airplane 
and there’s those little cherry tomatoes, fuck, we were 
throwing them at him. When I think of it that’s terrible. 
How bad were we? But we won. I don’t think we could 
ever get away with it today.181 
 

Similar to the previous 1989 book The Day that Changed Canada 
Forever, in which Morrison asked Eagleson to write his foreword, 
he entrusted Esposito with the same task for the 2022 book. In it, 
Esposito makes it clear that winning is everything and that no one 
remembers a loser. The transition is then made that winning also 
gave one a carte blanche to harass fellow passengers on an airplane. 
The fact that he and Parise, in Esposito’s words, ‘got away with it’ 
had nothing to do with a historical context in which such 
harassment was supposedly tolerated in 1972. The bullying and 
repugnant behaviour on the airplane to Prague crossed the same 
moral line in 1972 that continues to be crossed today.  

 
Sadly, Kompalla’s remembrance of being targeted on the 

plane is just as prominent in his memory as the Henderson goal, 
since these events proved decisive to him resigning from the 
Series. His version of what transpired also differs considerably 
from what Sinden, Hull, Parise, and Ferguson wrote. First and 
foremost, Kompalla confirmed that it was because of the rude 
Canadian behaviour on the plane that he and Baader complained 
to the Czech Hockey officials in Prague. He recalls that there was 
certainly the throwing of leftovers coming from behind where he 
was seated, but he refutes that he was: ever scared, had a plate of 
food spilled into his lap by Parise, or that Cashman and Mahovlich 
‘lunched’ with him. He became particularly upset about Parise’s 
claims, and he emphatically underlined that no Canadian player 

 
181 Scott Morrison, 1972 The Series, 249. Odd usage of “[Baader]” by the author here 
which denotes Morrison added the German’s name and Esposito presumably just 
referred to “the referee” in the interview. Of note: Morrison then places Kompalla on 
the same flight stating: “The other referee the Canadians despised was also on the 
flight…” 250.  According to Kompalla, he sat beside Franz Baader the entire flight. 
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approached, let alone ever touched, him. He added that had any 
physicality occurred, he would have either: “gotten into a fight or 
pressed police charges as soon as the plane landed in Prague.”182 
Lastly, he does not recall ever having any problems eating peanuts 
on airplanes.183 

 
On the reference made by Esposito and others that he was 

seated in “First Class,” and thus had privileged seating, he added: 
“We [Baader and Kompalla] just sat side by side closer to the 
cockpit and the Canadians players all sat behind us. The plane was 
not partitioned, it was all one seating.”184 It is not clear whose 
recollections are most accurate here but, in the 1970s, the Soviet 
state-owned Aeroflot carrier seldom had First Class sections on 
domestic flights. First-Class compartments did exist on longer 
international flights, but these were usually sectioned off (by wall 
or curtain) from the non-First-Class section. Presumably, even if 
there was a First-Class section on the flight to Prague, thrown food 
projectiles may have needed to travel through a partition to hit 
Baader and Kompalla. As exemplified by John Ferguson's account 
and Bobrov’s seating in the front section, coaches and referees 
probably sat nearer to the front because that was the custom, not 
because they had higher class seating. 

 
Lastly, on Bobrov and Sinden’s claim of “exchanging 

niceties” with the Russian coach, Kompalla’ memory was a bit 
strained, but he stated: “I once spoke to [Bobrov’s famous 
predecessor] Anatoly Tarasov about hockey on a flight, but I don’t 
recall ever speaking to Bobrov. If he was there, sure, it is possible 
I could have talked to him.” Both spoke fluent Russian, the Series 
involving the Soviets had run its course, and, Kompalla added: “I 
really like to talk hockey with anyone who is interested in the 
game.” I then had to reread and translate the Sinden diary entry, 
explaining that the phrasing here seems to imply that Kompalla 

 
182 Kompalla phone interview June 14th, 2021. 
183 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 8th, 2022. 
184 For views of interiors in Soviet passenger liners see Eleonora Goldman “What was 
air travel like in the USSR (photos only)” in the state-backed publication Russia Beyond 
(30 Aug. 2019). 
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had a ‘special understanding’ with Soviets because they were 
“exchanging niceties.” Kompalla was completely puzzled by how 
conversing with a Russian-speaking coach on an airplane was 
proof of his ‘communist complicity.’185 Similar to Kompalla’s how 
his Russian language skills allowed him to converse with the 
Soviets on the ice the night before, here, the optics of possibly 
conversing with Bobrov were again held against him. 

 
When the plane touched down in Prague, Baader and 

Kompalla had already reached their decision: they were done with 
the Canadian team. They sought out representatives from the 
Czechoslovakian Hockey Federation to let them know that the 
abuse on the flight was the last straw. He does not know how the 
press got wind of the story, since he and Baader did not seek them 
out for interviews. Possibly, Joe Kryczka’s own account, or 
members of the Czechoslovakian Federation, broke the news to 
the media. The story of the Canadian conduct on the plane 
certainly made it to Canada the next day, but the nation was 
predictably much more preoccupied with the victory celebrations 
than paying any heed to the German referees quitting the ongoing 
Series in protest. 

 
In sifting through the last bits of 1972 mementos and press 

clippings that Kompalla kept in his apartment, we came across an 
original program from the Canada-Czech game. The faded and 
tattered booklet was proof that Kompalla continued to watch every 
game in person, even after his Series resignation. In thumbing 
through the pages, Kompalla, the obsessive notetaker, had made 
some pen scribbles near the personal photos of the Canadian 
players. When I saw the pen marks with the number 14 besides 
Wayne Cashman, it made me think. Here was the individual who 
had apparently sustained one of the worst injuries in hockey 
history on September 16th in Stockholm, who then sat out every 
game in Moscow, but was then deemed fit enough to suit up for 
the final game in Prague. Either on a coaching or personal level, 
risking further damage to Cashman, who was one of the key 

 
185 Kompalla phone interview August 16th, 2021. 



| 155    B o l z  

 

members of the 1970 and 1972 Stanley Cup winning Boston Bruins, 
by playing him on September 30th represents one of the most 
baffling decisions of the Series, especially given the alleged 
severity of the injury.  

 
Having not known the supposed ‘fifty-plus-stitch 

backstory’ in 1972, Kompalla paid little additional attention to 
Cashman’s condition in Prague. Instead, it was the three-man 
refereeing experiment that interested him the most and it 
reaffirmed his belief that it was a far superior system to the two-
man variant. Still, even with a third official on the ice, the crew had 
a difficult time catching a brutal infraction by Bobby Clarke. In a 
game billed as one last ‘friendly,’ as well as a celebration of Stan 
Makita’s Czech heritage, the committing of one more act of 
shocking violence by a Canadian player is difficult to comprehend. 
While not caught on the live-feed cameras during the game, 
Czechoslovakian television caught another angle of Bobby Clarke’s 
flagrant butt-end to the face of Frantisek Pospisil.186  

 
Whereas Clarke’s slash on Kharlamov has now garnered 

plenty of attention for its premeditated brutality, this blow, which 
just missed the Czech captain’s left eye, must rank beside the 
infamous ‘slash’ as a similarly unsettling act of violence. Viewing 
this video footage from the ‘Canadian friendship tour,’ Kompalla 
shook his head and repeated a line he had previously used: “Tell 
me what does that have to do with hockey?” Unfortunately, I did 
not have an answer for him. 

 
Kompalla’s Summit Series journey began and ended in 

one of his favourite cities: Prague. His last dealings with the 
Canadian team left him both confused and insulted. Although the 
Moscow-to-Prague flight encounter has numerous narrative 
incarnations, all versions exposed disturbing trends. The behaviour 
of some members of Team Canada on the plane represented the 
final act in a deliberate campaign of referee embarrassment, 
vilification, and intimidation that began in Stockholm. If the 

 
186 See Bobby Clarke’s horrific butt-end to the face of Frantisek Propisil on You Tube 
Canada vs Czechoslovakia September 30th, 1972 (Czech TV footage). 
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endgame was to eliminate the officials’ willingness to partake in 
the Summit Series, it succeeded: Baader and Kompalla refused to 
take the ice in Prague. Significantly, this chance encounter, which, 
according to Sinden’s version, involved Kompalla speaking to 
Bobrov, gave the Canadian coach the ‘proof’ he needed to suggest 
that the West German was clearly in the communist camp.  

 
Even though he was done with the Canadian team, he did 

not quit on the Summit Series. Attending the final game in Prague 
only reaffirmed what he had known all along: a three-man 
officiating system was the only strategy suited to deal with the pace 
and physicality of the world’s best hockey players. Whether 
remembering the events on the Prague flight, or seeing the replay 
of Clarke’s butt-end on Frantisek Pospisil, he was at a loss, both 
then and now, to explain what caused the Canadians to behave the 
way they did. 
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Chapter Nine 
                         From Canadian ‘Bête Noire’ to the 

‘East German’ Kompalla (1972 to 2002) 
 
In early October 1972, Kompalla gave an interview to the 

German newspaper General Anzeiger in which he was still coming 
to grips with what he experienced a few weeks earlier. He referred 
to the Canadian conduct, on and off the ice, as “at times 
scandalous” and singled out not just the players, but also coaches 
Sinden and Ferguson for their behaviour. He believed the referees 
had been justified in their penalty calls against the Canadians, 
adding: “One gets the impression that it would suit the Canadians 
best to play games without referees so that they could do all they 
like.” Lastly, it was clear that more than rude behaviour and rule 
transgressions were on his mind when he told the German 
reporter: “I am very glad that I got back home uninjured.”187 While 
Canada basked in the afterglow of the “September to Remember,” 
Kompalla was simply thankful to be back in Germany, having 
averted physical harm.  

While the General Anzeiger is a reputable daily in Bonn, 
Kompalla and Baader were also tracked down by the German 
tabloid press under the heading “The Most Brutal Games of my 
Career.” While an evocative headline, Kompalla did not believe the 
title was misplaced while he sifted through his collection of 

 
187 Canadian Press Bonn, “German Referee: We are Very Crude and Dangerous” cited 
in The Ottawa Citizen (5 Oct. 1972). 
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clippings. In the remaining fifteen years of his officiating career, 
these were the most violent games he refereed at any level. 

 
He continued with his Bundesliga assignment in Fall 1972 

and refereed his first of ten Izvestia Tournaments to close out the 
year. Perhaps surprising to some, Kompalla returned to Canada 
two years later and refereed in the 1974 WHA–Soviet Series. Here, 
he officiated the opening game in Quebec City as well as another 
Game Eight in Moscow. Kompalla reminisced, “On this second trip 
to Canada, I was there alongside Pierre Trudeau for the opening 
faceoff and not in the stands, like in 1972.” The WHA-USSR 1974 
experience differed drastically from 1972, according to Kompalla. 
The Canadian team was not as competitive and the atmosphere 
not nearly as electric. The 1974 preparations did not have a referee 
camp, but the exhibition games were far greater in number and 
spread out all over Canada, from Medicine Hat to Calgary and 
Quebec. Beyond the use of the North American, three-man system, 
the 1974 Summit Series was also different in that nationals from 
the USSR and Canada, Victor Dombrowski and Tom Brown, could 
be used as head referees in the games. Kompalla, the only referee 
from the 1972 Series that was also selected for the 1974 Series, was 
categorized as a ‘neutral.’ 

 
Compared to the events of Games Six and Eight in 

Moscow from 1972, Kompalla’s 1974 tenure was comparatively 
lacking in drama. Game One in Quebec was a 3:3 tie and Toronto 
Star reporter Dick Beddoes lost no time reintroducing Kompalla 
as, “the puppet of the Kremlin who attempted to rob team Canada 
in 1972.” In the article, entitled “Nobody Knows him Everybody 
Hates Him,” Beddoes cited Hughie McLean, Referee in Chief of the 
Ontario Hockey Association who was “handling the officials,” to 
ensure his readers that Kompalla’s selection had not been forced 
upon the Canadian team this time. NHL Referee in Chief, Scotty 
Morrison, was also in attendance and stated: “I thought Kompalla 
called a damn good game. He missed about two holding 
infractions, but our guys could have missed that many.” Then, for 
good measure, former Chicago Blackhawk turned Winnipeg Jets 
superstar, Bobby Hull, was cited saying “he could not complain 
about the officiating.” 
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Beddoes then concluded the article with a rare attempt to 

humanize Kompalla by actually interviewing him. Remarkably, this 
1974 Toronto Star interview represents the only time before this 
2020-2022 project that Kompalla was formally interviewed for a 
Canadian publication. Kompalla’s rate of pay was calculated, as 
well as his thirty-six days of lost vacation time. According to 
Beddoes “That means he blows 16 days of pay” and after receiving 
an honorarium of $1,000-1,500 and $20 per day for living expenses, 
the reporter concluded “Kompalla will be lucky to break even 
financially.” In the end, it was apparently all worth it to Kompalla 
who described himself as “a hockey nut” who was not worried 
about his negative reputation in Canada. Beddoes then wrote, “It’s 
what is in his own mind that matters to him” and, in an attempt to 
translate a German phrase into English, Kompalla was quoted as 
saying “Hockey is not table tennis. Hockey is for mens [sic],” 
underlining that he had never been averse to the physical side of 
the game.188                             

 
In terms of revamping his 1972 reputation in Canada 

based on his 1974 performance, Kompalla experienced a historical 
déjà vu: he would get to officiate another Game Eight between the 
WHA All Stars and the Soviet Union at Luzhnicki Arena on October 
6th, 1972. While some of the press coverage by Jim Coleman, for 
example, claimed “Kompalla was his usual self”189 in Game Eight, 
the Canadian referee, Tom Brown, was also chastised by the media 
for not allowing a Canadian goal by Bobby Hull, that would have 
resulted in a 5:4 victory in Game Seven, because the time had 
expired.190 In addition, the media and players seemed incensed by 
the Game Eight Russian Hockey Federation announcement that “a 
zero tolerance policy was in place for disciplinary transgressions 
from the Canadian team.” While the press believed this was likely 

 
188 Milt Dunnell, “Nobody Knows Him Everybody Hates Him” in Toronto Star (20 Feb. 
1974). 
189 Jim Coleman Editorial in Owen Sound Times (7 Oct. 1974). 
190 Province Wire Service Moscow in The Province “We’re the Winners, says Howe, we 
get to leave this country” Oct 7th, 1974. Jim Kearney “Ref, Film Agree: No Goal” 
Vancouver Sun (7 Oct. 1974) 
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due to the controversies over how Game Seven had ended, logic 
would dictate that the Soviet Organizers also had strong memories 
of the last Game Eight that was held in the same rink on September 
28th, 1972.  

 
In the post-game, Don Chevrier, Howie Meeker, and 

Johnny Esaw again isolated Kompalla as a main reason for 
Canada’s loss, owing to a flurry of third-period penalites. Pat 
Stapleton got a game misconduct for slapping Kompalla in the face, 
while complaining about what he thought was a non-call, even 
though Kompalla had assessed a penalty to Shadrin. On a late 
penalty on Canada for too many men, who clearly had seven 
players on the ice, Chevrier explained that penalty was outrageous 
and “Somebody up here [in the broadcast booth] made the 
comment that he can’t ref’ to which Chevrier replied “Whoever 
thought he could count.” He then linked these calls to the 1972 
Game Eight, concluding: “This happened the last time too in game 
eight – an outrageously inept performance.” In a 2007 post, still 
active on YouTube in 2022, presumably, someone slowed down 
and freeze-framed the 1974 Game Eight calls to show how one-
sided and simply wrong the commentators were in describing 
Kompalla’s correct refereeing decisions.191 Between the 1974 
broadcast and the 2007 YouTube corrections, thirty-three years 
had elapsed during which time Kompalla’s already negative 
reputation was further damaged.  

 
In fact, nearly every time the Canadian press covered a 

game with Kompalla after 1972, until his international retirement 
in 1986, his Summit Series legacy was immediately revisited, and 
he was rarely depicted in a positive manner. During the 1977 
World Championships in Vienna, which marked the return of Team 
Canada to the tournament and a team with some familiar faces: 
Ron Ellis, Rod Gilbert, Tony and Phil Esposito and even Alan 
Eagleson who apparently, vetoed that Kompalla be allowed to 
referee any Canadian games. Kompalla did not know of this 
Eagleson veto and simply asked, “Why would he veto me?” Then, 

 
191 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LB_4fdFSCc 
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he remembered a new set of chaotic scenes in the Vienna 
tournament involving the Canadians on and off the ice.  

 
I refreshed his memory somewhat and pointed out that 

Carol Vadnais had butt-ended Kent Erik Anderson of Sweden, 
sending him to the hospital. Vadnais initially told the press this act 
was to “avenge the Stockholm tongue injury of his friend Wayne 
Cashman.” In the post-game interview, he then retracted: “I was 
merely joking when I said that. All I wanted to do was intimidate 
the Swedes. I have never injured a player on purpose.”192 Off the 
ice, the Canadian team also got into trouble when they were asked 
to leave the posh Schönbrunn Hotel for unruly behaviour, 
apparently stemming from an altercation between Borje Salming’s 
brother, Stig Salming and Phil Esposito. In Thunder and Lightning – 
A No B.S. Hockey Memoir, Esposito recounted that Salming had 
speared him in an exhibition game, then at the World 
Championships in Vienna: “I went into the [Schönbrunn] hotel 
elevator and Stig was in there with a couple of teammates. I 
popped him right in the mouth and got him good. They kicked us 
out of the hotel and I went to the Hilton.”193 When relating these 
two stories and others, Kompalla stated wryly, “Okay, maybe I did 
not really miss doing the Canadian games in 1977 then.”194 

 
Kompalla did not need to wait long to referee another 

Soviet-Canada tilt, since he was selected for the 1978 World 
Championship in Prague where the USSR won in a flurry of three 
late goals, turning a 2:1 deficit into a 4:2 win. A 1978 Canadian 
Press article marks the first time that Kompalla was falsely 
portrayed as an East, and not West, German. The May 9th article 
states “Canadian goalie, Dan Bouchard, who made 35 saves, drew 
a 10-minute misconduct for arguing with East German referee 
Josef Kompalla.”195 Since this article also mentioned the East 

 
192 UPI Vienna, “Vadnais denies Intent to Injure” in The Argus (6 May 1977).  
193 Esposito, Thunder and Lightning, 182. Esposito says “We were staying at the Park 
Schroenberg” when the team actually stayed at the famous Schönbrunn Hotel in 
Vienna. 
194 Kompalla Interview in Krefeld June 6th, 2022. 
195 Canadian Press Prague, “Last-Minute Lapse Costs Canada” in Alberni Valley Times 
(9 May 1978). 
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German hockey team, who was paired up with the United States in 
the playoff round, this error was presumably just a clumsy, 
journalistic oversight.  

 
At the 1980 Olympics, Jim Coleman, who had labelled 

Kompalla as the “bête noire of Canadian hockey fanatics,” 
apparently could not believe he had officiated the 5:1 Canadian 
victory over Poland without calling a single penalty against 
Canada. Coleman was also able to get a quote from John Ferguson 
who observed, in apparent amazement: “I don’t believe it. That guy 
on the ice must have been an imposter who stole Kompalla’s 
passport.” As long as Kompalla did not assess any penalties against 
Canada, Coleman and Ferguson believed he had been reformed 
and “learned to officiate.” While a comfortable 5:1 Canadian 
victory over Poland was hardly a measure of Kompalla’s refereeing 
prowess, it was significant that neither Coleman nor Ferguson 
falsely identify Kompalla as an East German. In terms of the 
growing historiography of the series, Scott Morrison’s 1989 book 
The Day Canada Stood Still also did not fall into the trap of labelling 
Kompalla as East German. The 1978 Prague World Championship 
reference must therefore be treated as a one-off mistake. 

 
However, the next press reference to an “East German” 

Kompalla was made by David Shoalts of the reputable Globe and 
Mail in his 1997 article: “Summit Series: 25 Years Later.” Here, 
Shoalts outright described the referee as “the notorious Josef 
Kompalla, an East German.”196 Similarly, only one year later, Eric 
Duhatschek also perpetuated the East German myth. While 
interviewing Kompalla’s former Canadian son-in-law, Benoit 
Doucet, who played for Germany in the 1998 Olympics in Nagano, 
Duhatscheck simply introduced Kompalla as “East German.” 
Then, as if it was an accepted fact, he declared that “To millions of 
Canadians, Josef Kompalla was the East German referee, who was 
co-opted by the Soviet Union.”197 It is unclear why Doucet did not 
correct the Duhatscheck’s error during the interview. 

 
196 David Shoalts interviewing Bill White, “Summit Series: 25 Years Later” in The Globe 
and Mail (9 Sept. 1997). 
197 Duhatschek, “German Player’s Father-in-Law.” 
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It is obvious by the nationality errors made by Shoalts and 

Duhatscheck in their respective 1997 and 1998 articles that they 
had not kept up with most recent research on the Summit Series. 
Just in time for the 25th anniversary in 1997, Roy MacSkimming 
released the comprehensive history of the series, entitled Cold War 
– The Amazing Canada-Soviet Hockey Series of 1972. While 
frustrating from a researcher’s perspective, due to its omission of 
formal source citations, the author apparently relied heavily on 
first-hand accounts, especially Harry Sinden’s Hockey Showdown, 
Ken Dryden’s Face-Off at the Summit, as well as Jack Ludwig’s 
Hockey Night in Moscow, to reconstruct the past.  

 
Even though MacSkimming could draw upon the 

remastered footage when he was doing his research, he got several 
key events involving Kompalla wrong. For example, he attributed 
a key oversight to Kompalla and Baader for the Kharlamov slash, 
which the author described as “somehow missed by both the 
television cameras and the referees.”198 Oddly, even though 
MacSkimming attributed an oversight to Baader and Kompalla, his 
own game sheet in the appendix contains the penalties to Clarke: 
two minutes for slashing and a ten-minute misconduct. Although 
the author framed much of his narrative in Cold War rhetoric, as 
his title suggests, he did not, unlike Shoalts and Duhatschek, 
change Kompalla from a West to an East German official. Since the 
main research sources were the three eye-witness accounts of 
Sinden, Dryden, and Ludwig, it is clear why MacSkimming would 
not get Kompalla’s nationality wrong.  

 
In trying to pinpoint the origin story of the ‘East German 

Kompalla,’ another figure in the Series is key: Alan Eagleson. 
Unlike the three aforementioned authors, who all published their 
memoirs of the Series in either 1972 or 1973, Eagleson took nearly 
two decades to put his thoughts to paper. Published in 1991, the 

 
198 MacSkimming, Cold War, 75. MacSkimming’s own statistical game sheet lists 
Clarke’s penalty at 10:12 of the second period; although, the accompanying 10-minute 
misconduct, all assessed by the German referees, was omitted by the author. See 
statistical appendix, 259.   
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same year that the Soviet Union’s final disintegration took place, 
Eagleson finally revisited the events of September 1972 and 
depicted himself as a Cold War vanquisher of communism.  

 
In line with the egregiously titled Power Play: The Memoir 

of Hockey Czar Alan Eagleson, he began to spin a bewildering tale 
of an ‘Eastern bloc’ refereeing conspiracy in Moscow. For example, 
with the exception of Ove Dahlberg, whom he correctly identified 
as “Swedish,” Eagleson grouped the Czech Bata in with Baader and 
Kompalla, stating “We called them Badder and Worser,” into an all 
“Eastern bloc” officiating team.199 Essentially, he claimed that after 
Dahlberg was not able to officiate Game Eight, the only choices left 
for the Canadians were all ‘Eastern bloc’ referees. How exactly the 
two West Germans, Baader and Kompalla, were transformed into 
Eastern Bloc officials was never clarified. 

 
In terms of controlling the team-sanctioned message and 

history of the Series from 1972 until 1998, Alan Eagleson was the 
central figure. As the only historical witness who was there from 
the initial inception and negotiations in Europe, selecting the head 
coach, assisting in player selection, negotiating marketing and 
television rights, and overseeing the finances, including the 
supposed topping up of pensions for the players who took part, 
Eagleson was the central architect. He wrote the introduction to 
the first official history of the series by Scott Morrison in 1989, 
where he described himself as: “a Canadian who is fiercely 
nationalistic”200 and his signature version of events is all over the 
first two, fiercely nationalistic documentaries directed by Robert 
MacAskill, Summit on Ice (1992) and September 72 (1995), that aired 
on CBC and CTV in time for the twentieth and twenty fifth 
anniversaries, respectively. Most shockingly, he was recently 
resurrected as the main expert on refereeing and Josef Kompalla 
in the 2022, four-part CBC documentary Summit 72. In Eagleson’s 
version of events, especially his attempts to explain all the 

 
199 Alan Eagleson with Scott Young, Power Play: The Memoirs of Hockey Czar Alan 
Eagleson (Toronto, 1991), 118-119. 
200 Alan Eagleson, “Introduction” in Scott Morrison The Days Canada Stood Still – 
Canada vs USSR 1972 11-13 
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controversies in Game Eight, there was one main villain in the 
drama: Josef Kompalla. 

  
Ironically, in the same year Eagleson was making these 

false ‘Eastern bloc’ arguments in his 1991 authorized biography, 
Kompalla was nominated for the German Order of Merit. Almost 
simultaneously with the self-proclaimed ‘hockey czar’s’ fall from 
grace,201 Josef Kompalla’s star was steadily on the rise in his home 
country. In 1992, he received the German Federal Order of Merit, 
was already an Honoured Citizen of Krefeld, and was voted into 
the IIHF Hall of Fame in 2003.  

 
Even though Kompalla had already been deliberately 

targeted on so many different levels in Canada, Eagleson still found 
ways to voice and escalate his attacks on both Kompalla and 
Baader after 1998. In combination with Harry Sinden and John 
Ferguson’s initial efforts in 1972 to lay the foundation for referee 
vilification, no one did as much to tar and feather the two West 
German referees, especially Kompalla, as Alan Eagleson. For 
example, neither Sinden nor Ferguson ever referred to either 
Baader or Kompalla as East German, whereas after 1991, Eagleson 
hardly ever missed an opportunity to highlight the supposed 
Eastern Bloc referee conspiracy. How the perpetual false referee 
accusations could be accepted as fact by many, is one of the 
greatest mysteries of the Summit Series. 

 
Perhaps the transformation of Phil Esposito’s comments 

on the refereeing in Moscow offers some insights into how people’s 
perceptions of the officiating changed over time. In over two and 
a half years of combing through the primary sources from 1972, I 
was not able to find any 1972 newspaper interviews in which 
Esposito got the nationalities of the Summit Series referees wrong. 
As mentioned, he could deride officials for their amateur status, 
lack of game experience or ‘having a beer too many before a 

 
201 This included receiving an eighteen-month prison term for fraud and 
embezzlement, being debarred from the Legal Society of Canada, resignation from the 
Hall of Fame, and losing his Order of Canada. 
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game,’ but in 1972, Esposito did not mention any Eastern Bloc 
official conspiracy.  

 
However, just after the thirtieth anniversary in 2002, 

Esposito arrived at the same, Eastern-Bloc-centered conclusion as 
Eagleson, stating: “The referees were from the Soviet bloc – except 
one who was from West Germany - and they were bad. They were 
cheating. Sure, they were. The referees were under the orders from 
Russian officials.”202 He then concluded on all the controversies in 
Game Eight involving Rudolf Bata and Josef Kompalla that: “In that 
game we had two referees, this guy we liked and another guy, an 
asshole.”203 Unfortunately, after 1991, historical accuracy was all 
too often simply discarded for Cold War posturing.  

 
When it comes to giving interviews, Esposito, along with 

Dryden, continues to be the most vocal Team ‘72 player. Take for 
example his appearance on CBC’s The Hour with George 
Stroumboulopoulos where he muddied the water further by nearly 
referring to Kompalla as “the Russian referee,” and then corrected 
his own first mistake by adding another: “Excuse me, it was the 
communist guy from East Germany.”204 While bordering on the 
humorous at times, this flippant attitude towards historical 
accuracy can damage reputations: first and foremost, that of 
Kompalla. Equally odd, was how the usually diligent 
Stroumboulopoulos accepted Esposito’s version as fact without 
even contemplating its historical accuracy. 

 
Esposito’s 2003 book followed on the heels of the 2002 

anniversary of the Series, which spurned a large banquet dinner in 
Toronto. During this celebration, the surviving members of 1972 
received honourary rings, were named “Canada’s Team of the 
Century,” and had stamps and coins created in their honour. They 
also entered into an odd relationship with Vladimir Putin when 
they attended oligarch-sponsored, thirtieth anniversary 

 
202 Esposito and Golenbock, Thunder and Lightning, 138. 
203 Ibid. 142. 
204 See Phil Esposito interview on the CBCs This Hour with George Stroumboulopoulos, 
YouTube (10:34-10:40 minutes) aired Nov. 8th, 2008. 
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celebrations in Russia. Accompanied by Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien, who exchanged customized jerseys with Putin, the 
special dinner was held on the floor of Luzhnicki Arena and may 
have been more lavish than any commemorative event in Canada 
before or since. 

 
Kompalla followed this fanfare and pageantry with 

considerable interest. He showed me an IIHF article that he kept 
from 2002 explaining all that went on in Moscow and who 
attended. During our first in-person meeting in February 2020, 
Kompalla grumpily shoved the article towards me and asked: 
“Why do you think I never get an invitation to attend these 
events?” Having only just begun my project on the series and his 
legacy, I could not provide him with an answer. However, my 
online research for this first interview had given me a few 
‘Kompalla facts’ to work with, so I tried to lighten his mood by 
countering with ‘But you did get a different IIHF invitation in the 
mail shortly after the thirtieth, right?’ The night before, I had 
accessed the IIHF website and their e-magazine to search his 
name. I quickly gained access to his biography, a comprehensive 
interview, and his IIHF Hall of Fame induction in 2003. Kompalla 
refocused and answered: “Yes, I was inducted into the IIHF Hall 
of Fame the same year as Alexander Yakushev. It was quite a 
thrill.”205 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
205 Kompalla Interview in Krefeld May 26th, 2022. 
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Chapter Ten 
Missed Chances for Historical Corrections (2003 -2021) 

 
In the propagation of historical inaccuracies, whether their 

origins can be explained through human error or deliberately 
constructed historical fallacies, the internet presents a fascinating 
information gateway. This is not the place to assess the numerous 
Summit Series tribute sites or internet boards that have dealt with 
the topic of Josef Kompalla and the 1972 Summit Series. However, 
in terms of historical accuracy and reputable reference sources, it 
is important to mention that a comprehensive, English-language 
interview with Kompalla was conducted, as is the tradition, prior 
to his induction into the IIHF Hall of Fame in 2003, which was 
accompanied by a detailed online biography. For writers who rely 
on the internet for their research material, the IIHF Hall of Fame 
profile of Kompalla contains accurate and accessible information 
ranging from birthdate, place of birth, emigration to West 
Germany, and general career statistics. In other words, after 2003 
at the very latest, all the inaccuracies of his citizenship, especially 
the ‘East German’ label, should have been rectified by a quick visit 
to the official IIHF website. 

 
It is significant to note that prior to July 2022, the Josef 

Kompalla entry on English-language Wikipedia was three lines 
describing him as the “corrupt” official who became infamous for 
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his role in the Summit Series.206 Hopefully hockey ‘historians’ do 
not solely rely on marginal, quick reference internet sources like 
Wikipedia or The Canadian Encyclopedia, where Eric Zweig’s entry 
for Game Eight still reads: “Soviet insistence that Josef Kompalla 
of East Germany work the final game resulted in some 
questionable penalties,” as of December 2022. Even if the internet 
was the only source used by those crafting the latest history, then 
Kompalla’s official IIHF biography was always just a click away.  

 
A deeper dive into credible e-sources, for those genuinely 

interested in Kompalla’s career also reveals the November 2002 
“IIHF Hall of Famer Special” article by Szymon Szemberg. Here, 
the IIHF staff reporter did an extensive interview with Kompalla in 
his apartment, broke down his career, and documented his 
reflections on the Summit Series. Szemberg also dealt with the 
topic of Canadian criticisms, citing Phil Esposito in the Thirtieth 
Anniversary issue of the Hockey News as referring to Kompalla as: 
“a cheater, a plain-out stinkin’ cheater.” Kompalla had only positive 
things to say about Esposito, describing him as “the biggest 
character player he ever saw” and the reason Team Canada could 
turn the series around”. On the speed, intensity, and officiating 
challenges of his games in Moscow, Kompalla was candid: “Those 
two games in Moscow were the highlight of my career, my most 
memorable moments as a referee. They were also the toughest 
games I have ever been assigned to work. My head was spinning 
like a ball-bearing, there was action everywhere.” Kompalla then 
offered the following summation of what the two teams learned 
from each other: “Canada rediscovered that hockey is a team 
sport, while the Russians learned how to play hockey the tough 
way”.  

 

 
206 The tidying-up of the English Wikipedia entry for Josef Kompalla took place during 
an edit on July 1st, 2022 with the current ‘editor’ still getting his Bundesliga retirement 
year wrong citing 1961, when it was 1969. 
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The interview then concluded with Szemberg giving 
Kompalla “a commemorative four video set of highlights from the 
series” to which he answered: “Wonderful,” since he had never 
seen the games or even highlights in thirty years. He added: “It will 
be a great thrill to see that all over again. And a very good reason 
to fix my broken [VHS] video recorder.” Significantly, Szemberg 
and the IIHF then received Kompalla’s permission to make a 
photographic copy of his framed Parise photograph, which he 
described as: “the only existing photograph of this infamous 
incident.”207 An additional footnote then informed the reader that 
two days after the interview, Kompalla had rewatched all of Game 
Eight with the Parise incident at ‘a friend’s house’ and reaffirmed 
that “it was the correct call”.208 As the picture from June 22, 2022 
showing Kompalla watching the games on my Mac computer 
proves, he has still not fixed his VHS machine. Several friends 
subsequently sent him versions of the games, but since he only had 
a German DVD player, he could not encrypt the North American 
discs. 

 

 
207 Kompalla received the large photograph, as was often the case in international 
tournaments, from a photographer in Moscow. Unfortunately, he did not get his name, 
but believes he likely worked for Tass. 
208 Szymon Szemberg “IIHF Hall of Famer “Jupp Kompalla”” in IIHF Hall of Famer 
Special Nov. 2002 Vol 6 No 5 6-7. 

17 Kompalla watching the Parise incident on my Mac computer (June 6th, 2022) 
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The three major documentaries that appeared, CBC’s 
Summit on Ice (1992), CTV’s September ‘72 (1997), and ’72 Complete 
- The Ultimate Collection (2007), were all made for Canadian 
television networks and directed by Robert MacAskill. They all 
attempted to capture the nationalistic fervour this remarkable 
series inspired. MacAskill, and his research team of Paul Patskou 
and Igor Kuperman, have made considerable contributions to the 
historical record by locating and refurbishing the old film footage. 
The ’72 Complete collection of eight DVDs served as our central 
visual source for Kompalla rewatching the games, and we began 
our 2022 interviews by watching the included documentary 
entitled: “Feature Presentation, Director’s Cut”.  

 
Kompalla could not keep his eyes off the entire opening 

sequence dedicated to the refereeing in game eight. More 
specifically, they focused on Kompalla’s supposedly biased 
decisions against the Canadian team. With much of the footage 
filmed from the vantage point of the Canadian bench, Kompalla sat 
transfixed as the documentary unfolded with its dramatic narration 
and music. It was then up to me to translate from English to 
German. For example, I clarified Harry Sinden’s opening comment 
on the referees: “they all out cheated.” While I only intended to 
focus on the first ten minutes of this documentary to start, 
Kompalla insisted on watching all its nearly two hours. Our first 
interview thus lasted six hours. 

 
Similar to the earlier documentaries by Robert MacAskill, 

this one revisited the Game Eight scenes with the narrator referring 
to Kompalla and stating “the fix was in.” The narrator also claimed 
the West German insisted on making Esposito serve Parise’s ten-
minute misconduct. In this narrative, Esposito defied Kompalla’s 
demand to enter the penalty box and stayed on the ice. Once he 
heard my translation, Kompalla said: “All a bunch of complete 
nonsense” and then clarified, “that is not the rule – anyone on the 
shift [during which an infraction occurred] can serve the ten.” 
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Conspicuously absent from the eyewitness narration of 
this 2007 project was the disgraced “Hockey Fail King,”209 Alan 
Eagleson, who had been interviewed in the previous two MacAskill 
documentaries. Instead, the narrator was left to describe 
Eagleson’s Cournoyer goal reaction as “the red light did not turn 
on, a sure signal that the score keeper should not count the goal.” 
To this, Kompalla replied: “no, the goal light being on or off has no 
bearing on the goal counting or not. This is always the call of the 
referee closest to the net, in this case, it was me.” Then, on the 
narrator explaining that the [Soviet] state would stop at nothing to 
win” in terms of escorting Eagleson away, Kompalla observed 
“what are the security forces supposed to do when someone falls 
in the scorer’s box, not react?” Lastly, when the Eagleson melee 
ended with the Esposito quote: “we had hockey sticks and they 
had guns” Kompalla added dismissively, “I am certain the Moscow 
Milita around Eagleson did not have guns. You can clearly see this 
in the film for yourself.”210 Peter Mahovlich also perpetuated the 
armed militia myth in a 2022 interview for the CBC documentary 
Summit ’72, where the Canadiens legend raised the stakes in terms 
of weaponry citing “they had guns and Uzies [sub-machine 
guns]”.211 

 
Kompalla’s adamant insistence that he did not see 

weapons in Luzhnicki Arena was recently corroborated by Gary J. 
Smith. However, my own memory was now jarred, since I was 
certain that I had seen the Moscow Militiamen depicted as heavily 
armed with automatic weapons. When I was finally able to 
remember where I had seen the weaponized Militia images, it 
stemmed from the film Canada Russia ’72. This was a 2006 CBC 
made for TV movie (two parts) project directed by T.W. Peacocke 
and produced and written by Barrie Dunn of Trailer Park Boys fame. 
It is clear that both Dunn and Peacocke were great admirers of 
Team’72. In Dunn’s words, “To me the heroes of this story are the 
players, coaches and organizers of Team Canada ‘72” and on his 
attempts to blend fact and fiction, he added: “Stuff of myth? 

 
209 The Hockey Writers Archives (14 Jan. 2014). 
210 Kompalla Interview in Krefeld May 25th, 2022. 
211 Peter Mahovlich, in Summit ’72 Episode Four. 
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Perhaps. Nonetheless, I am unrepentant; it is myth that builds 
dreams and nations.” For what it is worth, in this CBC movie 
reconstruction of events, Mahovlich’s Uzies were replaced by 
Kalashnikovs.212     

 
At first glance, due to the fictionalized nature of Canada 

Russia 72, it seems to be of limited historical significance. However, 
specifically in reference to Kompalla, this movie actually took his 
vilification to new heights.213 Even more importantly, in terms of its 
historical worth, was that Dunn and Peacocke managed to get both 
Harry Sinden and Alan Eagleson to take part in a scene-by-scene 
voiceover narration, which was included in the ‘bonus material’ of 
the three DVD set. Eagleson took on the first part of the film, which 
was set in Prague and Canada, and then he was joined by Sinden 
for part two of the movie, roughly beginning after the 5:3 loss in 
Vancouver. In other words, in this made-for-TV, CBC project, two 
of the most important participants from 1972 were providing a 
running commentary on the artistic rendering of the events they 
both witnessed first-hand.  

 
Even when taking artistic licence into account, the gulf 

between the real events captured on the game tapes and their 
portrayal in the movie is vast. Specifically, the erroneous portrayal 
of scenes depicting Josef Kompalla and Franz Baader is stunning. 
Time and time again, rather than attempt to assist in making the 
movie more factual, Sinden and Eagleson piled on the vilification 
of the West German referees with their commentary. In fact, this 
targeting of Kompalla was so extreme that after I first finished 
watching the movie in June 2021, I called him immediately. 
“Congratulations on your starring role in a Canadian movie,” I 
began jokingly. “Unfortunately, you starred as the main villain!” 

 

 
212 T.W. Peacocke and Barrie Dunn, liner notes “From the Director and Writer 
Producer of Canada ‘72” 17 Aug. 2006 in liner notes of Canada Russia ’72 Three-DVD 
Set, 2006. 
213 Canada Russia ’72 DVD One.  Here the writers and director went to great lengths of 
creating a fictional cartoon showing Kompalla and Baader with donkey ears and tails, 
then labelling the image “Baader and Worst” (2:27:00). 
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Since Peacocke and Dunn make the claim that their “film 
attempted to create the events of 1972 as authentically as 
possible,” it is clear from the first scenes depicting Kompalla that 
they were not particularly diligent when they researched the 
referees. From the first movie scenes depicting Kompalla and 
Baader in Stockholm, it becomes apparent that the original images, 
or copies of game sheets, were not reviewed thoroughly, since the 
referees were given the wrong numbers: Baader was always 
number 17 in the Summit Series, not 16, Kompalla was number 16, 
not 17. Even when looking past the numbering oversight, simply 
visually discerning which actor was portraying Baader and which 
one Kompalla proved challenging. Where the casting likenesses of 
Booth Savage as Harry Sinden, Judah Katz as Eagleson, and 
Gabriel Horgan as Ken Dryden all worked, placing a moustache on 
the always clean shaven Baader was an odd choice, as well as 
making Kompalla’s officiating partner the same height, when he 
was probably at least four inches taller. There was no confusion, 
however, when identifying who was being depicted as the root-
cause of Canada’s disciplinary problems: it was Kompalla. 

 
Nowhere was the misrepresentation of incidents involving 

Kompalla more at the mercy of ‘artistic licence’ than the recreation 
of the lightning-rod Cashman-Sterner incident. To restate, this 
clash of players occurred with eighteen seconds left to play in the 
first period of the second game in Stockholm. Peacocke and Dunn, 
who relied heavily on Sinden’s 1972 diary Hockey Showdown, 
erroneously showed an unnamed Swede being the aggressor and 
viciously sticking the Canadian in the mouth, mid-ice, in front of 
the Swedish net. The comedian-actor, Jerry Dee, rather miscast as 
Cashman, then drops to one knee while a fountain of blood 
splatters the ice.  

 
Rather than correct any of the inaccuracies depicted, for 

example even Sinden’s September 17th own diary entry “we did not 
see any blood”214 or that Cashman initiated the contact well after 
the whistle had gone, Sinden simply observed: “this, this was one 

 
214 Sinden, Hockey Showdown p. 68. 
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of the worst injuries I have ever seen.”215 A closer reading of 
Sinden’s 1972 diary would have revealed that the next day, Sinden 
was tracking down team doctor, Jim Murray, whom he described 
as “a good guy but he is getting a bit hysterical”. The Canadian 
coach then wished to get an injury update on Cashman from 
Murray and Sinden, stated:  

 
When I went to check with him about Cashman’s tongue, 
instead of being concerned about that he started by asking 
me, “What the hell way are we playing hockey out there?” 
It was ludicrous. Here he was, supposedly examining one 
of our guys with his tongue slit open, and instead he’s 
knocking our style. You’d think from the way Murray was 
carrying on that Cashman fell on his own stick”216  
 

While not mentioning that Cashman ‘fell on his own stick,’ 
Assistant Team Trainer, John “Frosty” Forristall, told Dan 
Proudfoot of The Globe and Mail that he “bit his own tongue.”217 
The actual game footage from the second game in Sweden, 
although both Sinden and Eagleson wrongly stated ‘it was game 
one,’ does not show any blood coming from Cashman’s mouth. 
Furthermore, the Bruins enforcer was able to retrieve his glove and 
skate to the Canadian bench while making a pistol-shooting motion 
towards the Swedes. In contrast, in the movie version, Cashman 
(Gerry Dee) holds a profusely bleeding tongue and barely makes it 
to the team bench. Once there, he seemingly spits a piece of the 
tongue into a doctor or trainer’s towel. In watching this entirely 
inaccurate portrayal of the Cashman/Sterner incident, Eagleson 
then added as a matter of fact: “yes, he [Cashman] received forty-
three stitches”. 

 
As it applies to the vilification of Kompalla, the Sinden-

Eagleson take on the Cashman injury is really the origin story. 
According to this tale, the 2006 movie version fit exactly into 

 
215 Canada Russia ’72 DVD (1:34:40) 
216 Ibid p.72 
217 Dan Proudfoot, “Crude Team Canada ties Sneaky Sweded in Globe and Mail (18 
Sept. 1972). 
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Sinden’s crafting of the ‘most incompetent referees’ myth. In 
accordance, Ulf Sterner had been the aggressor, the high-stick was 
blatant and a “real professional job” that carved up the inside of 
Cashman’s mouth, according to Sinden’s diary, “without damaging 
his lips or teeth.” According to this version, Kompalla had missed 
one of the most horrific acts of violence ever perpetrated on a 
Canadian player. All that the team could do, in terms of the movie 
version, was to exact immediate vengeance for their teammate, 
Wayne Cashman. As soon as the remaining eighteen seconds had 
elapsed in the first period, the Canadians chased the two Germans 
down the Stockholm player tunnel. At least that is the way 
Peacocke and Dunn, with Sinden and Eagleson’s approval, 
portrayed the events. 

 
To their credit, the filmmakers did actually re-enact the 

targeting of Baader and Kompalla in the Swedish player tunnel, 
which previously occurred out of public view. However, it is crucial 
to note that the chasing of the referees down the tunnels unfolded 
not after the first period, but after the second. The person leading 
the charge, according to Sinden and Canadian press accounts, was 
also not the Canadian head coach, but Wayne Cashman himself. 
He was dressed in street clothes and was presumably well enough, 
in terms of his injury, to give chase and yell. Kompalla also 
remembered that Esposito was alongside Cashman, leading the 
pursuit. 

 
When depicting Moscow, the Game Six movie portrayal 

opens with Sinden (Booth Savage) speaking to Ferguson on the 
bench and saying: “I am not going to take any shit from these 
clowns” while another scene shows a cartoon caricature of Baader 
and Kompalla as donkeys with ears and tails. Below the image, the 
wordplay ‘Baader and Worse’ was included with ‘worse’ being 
crossed out and replaced with ‘worst’ [Kompalla]. Sinden and 
Eagleson then watched the re-enactment of the Clarke Kharlamov 
slash and both disputed that Ferguson would have given such 
premeditated orders. This is perplexing, since Sinden and 
Eagleson had taken part in the 1992 and 1997 documentaries that 
included interviews with Ferguson and Clarke where they both 



| 177    B o l z  

 

admitted the slash was premeditated and intended to break 
Kharlamov’s ankle. 

 

One last memorable movie scene then re-enacts a post-
Game Six press conference. However, here the writers diverted 
from what took place in Moscow and chose to insert a direct 
quotation from Sinden’s 1972 memoir Hockey Showdown. Actor 
Booth Savage, as Sinden, is shown stating: “The only way to deal 
with incompetent referees is to embarrass them – hold them up to 
ridicule so the world can see how bad they really are.”218 While this 
was indeed a line contained in his diary, Sinden did not make this 
statement to the press in Moscow. Still, director Peacocke then 
awkwardly congratulated Sinden on his strategy of deflection:  

 
I thought this was quite masterful on your part, Harry. You 
talk about this in your book – how you deflected in the 

 
218 Canada Russia ‘72 DVD One (2:23:05). 

18 Baader and Kompalla cartoon specially created for CBC movie Canada Russia '72 
(2006) 
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media and your defence of your strategy of attacking or 
being critical of the refs, was quite a brilliant stroke.219  
 

After the odd compliment, the real Harry Sinden, remained 
uncharacteristically silent.  
 

For Eagleson’s commentary on Kompalla in Game Eight 
and the Parise incident, he simply proclaimed: “Kompalla, 
Kompalla it was all Kompalla.” Sinden then chimed in: “yes, it was 
all the one guy.” Eagleson continued: “Kompalla just looked like he 
had been paid off by the Russians to get seven or eight players of 
ours in the penalty box.” Then, in attempting to justify his own 
bizarre actions of falling into the time-keeper’s bench, Eagleson 
also blamed Kompalla, not just the goal judge, for supposedly 
failing to turn on the light, thus inciting his rage. Eagleson  claimed: 
“I saw Bata pointing down into the net – which means goal. 
Kompalla, he is in another world, he is not going to do anything to 
help us.”220 To be clear, as captured on the game tapes, it was Josef 
Kompalla, not Rudolf Bata, who signalled that the puck had 
crossed the goal line on Yvan Cournoyer’s 5:5 goal.  

 
In the end, the movie was such a damnation of everything 

Kompalla did in the series, that I only showed him select scenes or 
verbalized what the film portrayed. There came a saturation point 
in our interview process, where he was being exposed to so much 
negativity that I thought Kompalla would simply turn his back on 
the project. Sitting through the full movie and listening to the 
voiceovers of Dunn, Peakocke, and Sinden may have proved a 
breaking point, especially when Peacocke, Dunn and two members 
of their research/production team laughingly raised the point that 
Kompalla was “in the IIHF Hall of Fame, can you believe it?” In 
terms of showing additional film clips, I could sense that Kompalla 
had likely seen more than enough. 

 

 
219 Ibid (2:23:29-52). 
220 Alan Eagleson with Harry Sinden, “Special Guest Commentary” in Canada Russia 
’72 DVD One (2:48:54). 
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Like the CBC movie, another source I came across in my 
research again raised the question: ‘Is this a revelation that might 
prove too damaging to share with Kompalla?’ Even more 
pertinently, this source called into question what he, ironically, 
believed to be his greatest achievement: allowing the eventful 
Game Eight to be completed. Since Kompalla had only ever spoken 
of his fellow referees as brothers in arms whom he all respected, 
the fact that the following interview stemmed from his Game Eight 
Czechoslovak officiating partner, Rudolf Bata, could prove to be 
doubly traumatizing. As with all my findings, I explained the 
general premise of what I was going to translate then asked: “Do 
you really wish to hear this? Because it may prove to be unsettling.” 
Sadly, I had to pose this question a dozen times and the answer 
was always the same: ‘We are in this now and I want the history to 
be documented properly.’ So, we pushed on with the next 
eyewitness account of game eight by Rudolf Bata. Kompalla tried 
to reassure himself once more: “Rudy [Bata], we were always on 
good terms – why would he have something negative to say?” 

 
In Summer 2007, Bata, who had stopped refereeing 

hockey internationally thirty years earlier when he reached the 
mandatory retirement age of fifty, was spotted on the sidelines of 
a community college soccer field in Ottawa. Bata had become a 
high-ranking Czech Representative of FIFA and was in Canada for 
the U-20 World Cup of soccer. Journalist, Richard Starnes 
seemingly only had one thing on his mind when he spotted Bata: 
the Summit Series. Fortunately, for Barnes: “It did not take much 
for him to talk about the rough and tumble game 8 in Moscow back 
in ‘72”.  

 
Bata began by questioning the two-man system chosen, 

stating: “For the series, they used a two-man system. I don’t know 
why the Canadians accepted it because it was old. It was what they 
used in Russia, but not in Canada.” On the absence of his regular 
Summit Series partner, Ove Dahlberg, Bata believed that claims of 
poisoning ‘went a little far’ then concluded similar to Kompalla’s 
take on the Swede: “They said there was something wrong with his 
health.” Bata was not particularly happy with Kompalla replacing 
Dahlberg. In fact, he had few positive things to say: “It was not an 
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easy game, not with Kompalla. It’s not good to say things about a 
colleague, but your guys were not happy to get him.”  

 
After giving his description of the Parise incident, in which 

Bata said he did not hear exactly what Parise said to Kompalla “I’ll 
kill you or something like that. I don’t know exactly, because I was 
not near enough,” Bata then asserted that he talked to the head 
Soviet off-ice official and ensured the game would continue. And 
critically, as things pertained to Kompalla’s role in the game 
following the Parise incident, Bata made the following claim: “After 
that, he [Kompalla] was so upset and absolutely down, I refereed 
the rest of the game. He was on the ice, but for nothing.”221 
Kompalla reacted to these quotes by Bata with visible anger, but 
when asked to comment he just concluded: “One usually does not 
speak negatively of deceased colleagues”. Rudolf Bata died in 2017 
at the age of ninety. 

 
In chronologically sifting through the flood of material that 

had been written on Kompalla since 1972, I was very hopeful that 
some of the inaccuracies about his historical legacy would finally 
be corrected in time for the 40th Anniversary in 2012. Two oral 
history projects, one by The Hockey News and the second by The 
Globe and Mail, enabled numerous, old and new, eyewitnesses to 
come forward. The latter Globe project in particular, with the 
ambitious title “The Story of the Summit Series, as it’s never been 
told before,” involved interviews with numerous players from both 
the Canadian and Soviet teams, coaches, fans, and significantly, 
even two referees: Steve Dowling and Rudolf Bata.  

 
In 2012, Bata and Dowling were two of only three officials 

still alive from the series. The third was Kompalla, who was not 
consulted for any of the flood of commemorative projects. For him, 
his 2012 exclusion had become a forty-year tradition of sorts. Even 
though none of the researchers seemed to be interested in 
documenting Kompalla’s thoughts on the series, his legacy still 
generated plenty of talking points for the unprecedented flood of 

 
221 Richard Starnes, “Czech Ex Referee Spills Beans on Summit Series” in Edmonton 
Journal (22 June 2007). 
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material that appeared for the fortieth anniversary. Take for 
example Steve Dowling’s commentary in the Globe and Mail on the 
Game Eight officials, who he said, “looked uncomfortable” and 
“weren’t prepared for the amount of activity and pressure.”222 
Dowling must have been basing this observation on either his TV 
recollections in 1972 or some of the film footage released after the 
series, since Kompalla believes that the four American officials 
from the Canadian leg of the series did not accompany the teams 
to Moscow. Kompalla certainly agreed that there was plenty of 
personal pressure on him in Game Eight, but even in reviewing 
close-ups of himself fifty years later, he thought he looked quite 
composed. For example, when Parise stopped his clubbing motion, 
Kompalla did not hesitate at all and immediately made the signal 
for a full game misconduct. I pointed out that in terms of his body 
language, he also had an odd habit of sticking the heel of his skates 
and sometimes flipping the puck in his hands prior to face-offs. “All 
habits I had for my whole career” he commented and then joked, 
“my goodness, you are analyzing my every move here.” 

 
He did not pay much mind to Dowling’s other referee 

preparedness comment, which simply begs the question: which 
referees would have been prepared for this amount of activity and 
pressure, since on both levels this game remains unequalled. 
Presumably, Kompalla paid little heed to Dowling’s recollections 
because he really could not remember this American referee. Of 
the four Americans, he could only name Gordon Lee, since he was 
his partner in the 1972 Prague World Championships. He would 
never encounter Larsen and Dowling in Europe after 1972 and 
both only refereed Game Two in Toronto. 

 
Much more interesting to Kompalla from The Globe and 

Mail collection was the second Canadian interview with Rudolf 
Bata. Obviously, this was a much more formal affair than the 
previous soccer sideline chance encounter, but the former Czech 
official kept much of his story the same. For his part, Bata referred 
to the early string of penalties, which he inferred were all called by 

 
222 Patrick White, “The Summit Series, as it’s Never Been Told Before” in The Globe 
and Mail (15 Sept. 2012). 
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Kompalla, as “crazy.” It is important to remember, as Kompalla 
pointed out, that the penalty call on Peter Mahovlich that put 
Canada down two men, and actually culminated in the first Soviet 
goal, was called by Bata himself. Then in describing the Parise 
incident, the Czech diverged from what actually happened by 
stating, “Parise skated at us with his stick up and, cried “I’ll kill 
you.” It is obvious from the game tape and the famous photograph, 
that only one referee was the target of Parise’s rage: Kompalla. 

 
At this point in Bata’s interview, it is unclear whether they 

were conducted alongside or if the recollections of Bata and Sinden 
were grouped together after the fact, since Harry Sinden begins to 
be cited. On his bench and chair throwing antics that ensued once 
the Parise penalties had been announced, Sinden chimed in: “The 
referees were susceptible to embarrassment. That’s why after the 
Parise penalty I went crazy behind the bench. The players did too.” 
After hurling a stool and throwing it in the referees’ direction, he 
admitted: “To tell you the truth, I was acting. I knew exactly what 
I was doing.”223 Forty years after first documenting these actions 
in Hockey Showdown as premediated intimidation of referees, 
Sinden now revealed that acting had also been part of his Summit 
Series repertoire.  

 
Most notable in the oscillating 2012 interview format of 

Bata and Sinden was when the Czech referee claimed in game 
eight: “I skate to the penalty box and tell the off-ice official, who 
was the second chief of Russian hockey, the game is over. We can 
play no more.” To this quote, Sinden replied, seemingly startled: “I 
had not heard that for sure until now, that Bata was going to call 
the game. It could have been over. That’s scary to look at that, it 
really is.” Rudolf Bata therefore explained that he was the reason 
the game was allowed to continue, after a Soviet official had 
pleaded with him to carry on and then the Czech added, as he did 
in his previous Canadian interview: “Kompalla was out for the rest 
of the game. He did not blow his whistle at all after that.”224 
Whereas Kompalla had previously refrained from commenting on 

 
223 Ibid.  
224 Ibid. 
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a dead colleague, this second version of Czech’s claims that ‘Bata 
alone took control of the game after Parise was ejected and that 
the West German stopped officiating’ now triggered a response.  

 
Kompalla indicated that if he had received a phone call to 

be part of this project in 2012, he would have been able to elaborate 
on Dowling, Bata, and Sinden’s version of events, by adding:  

 
I was the reason the game continued by speaking to the 
Russian officials, Rudy’s [Bata’s] Russian was not as good 
as mine. I was also not at all embarrassed or intimidated 
by the Canadian behaviour after the Parise penalty and I 
continued to referee the game correctly to the end.225 

 
On supposedly no longer using his whistle after the five-minute 
mark, he objected while viewing the game: “Nonsense, I am 
blowing the whistle all the time – just watch the game.” At night, 
when I returned from the day’s interview, I attempted to do a 
whistle count of Bata versus Kompalla in game eight and found 
these were virtually even (12:13 for Bata). For what it’s worth, 
Kompalla may have had a one or two ‘whistle edge’ and whereas 
Bata called six of the final eleven penalties, Kompalla assessed 
five.226 More importantly, Kompalla was at the heart of the action 
when Gilbert and Mishakov tussled early in the third period, while 
Bata stood on the periphery. Kompalla was clearly the referee 
closest to the action and he also signalled all three of Canada’s 
third period goals. Hardly the stuff of someone who had put his 
whistle away. 

 
In Bata’s second rendition in 2012, he took even more 

credit for being the one competent referee in Game Eight, which 
always puzzled me. What happened to the ‘refereeing fraternity 
vow’ of not criticizing one another? To Bata, Kompalla should have 
been just another on-ice partner, like Dahlberg. There was no 
previous history between the West German and the Czech, no 

 
225 Kompalla phone interview August 16th, 2021. 
226 I am thankful to my stepfather, Roy Ovington, who also did a ‘whistle and penalty 
count’ for game eight that came out virtually even for both referees.  
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rivalries, no bad blood, Kompalla assured me. I then put the 
question about Bata’s comments to him and Kompalla replied: “No 
idea, everyone is their own person – I am not able to provide any 
explanations for him saying all this. I guess he wanted to say that 
he was the person who was in charge of the game. This was 
inaccurate, it was always a working partnership.”227                                      

 
It was almost as if due to Kompalla’s James Bond-like 

villainous reputation by 2012, it was either easy, advantageous, or 
both, to pile on and ride the wave of his negative portrayal without 
redress. Bata must have secretly hoped that no one would take the 
time and review the game footage, because this would have 
exposed the ‘Kompalla no whistle’ theory for what it was: simply 
inaccurate. Even though Kompalla never outright said it, since he 
still projects a hardened exterior of someone who casts off those 
who critique him, it was apparent that the comments of Bata 
bothered him.  

 
When the Bata chapter was effectively closed for 

Kompalla, the next research revelation can only be described as 
falling under the ‘just when you thought things could not get any 
worse’ category. Not only would things get worse, in relation to 
how his historical reputation had been portrayed in Canada, but 
the next major publication took things into the realm of the nearly 
unfathomable. Kompalla was about to be ‘officially’ transformed 
from a West to an East German referee. Not in a bit of careless 
journalism or in the ramblings of Alan Eagleson or Phil Esposito, 
but in the most ambitious and comprehensive book project Team 
‘72 was ever involved with: Team Canada 1972 – The Official 40th 
Anniversary Celebration of the Summit Series: As Told by the Players. 

 
The Official 40th Anniversary book was largely written and 

edited by prolific hockey author Andrew Podnieks, who in 2012 
already listed ‘over sixty-five books’ to his credit. This visually 
stunning, commemorative publication included nearly all the 
surviving Team Canada ’72 players, along with Harry Sinden, Billy 

 
227 Kompalla interview in Krefeld June 8th, 2022. 
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Harris, and John Van Boxmeer, who all made themselves available 
for interviews. The approach here was similar to the Hockey News 
and Globe and Mail projects: an oral history, but one far more 
comprehensive than anything tried before or since. With so much 
promise, in terms of eye-witness participation in the ‘official 40th 
celebration,’ it came as a great surprise that the errors surrounding 
Kompalla’s legacy were not corrected, but instead, perpetuated 
and even magnified. For example, Podnieks commented on Game 
Six:  

 
… a new enemy emerged – the officials. A pair of West 
Germans had the whistle on this night, though soon after 
Canada would discover that one of them, Josef Kompalla, 
was East German (i.e., Communist and biased  toward the 
Soviets by political necessity).228  
 

Whereas Kompalla was supposedly involved in a perplexing 
process of converting from a West German to an East German 
citizen in Game Six, his changing of national identities had 
apparently been completed in time for the Parise incident in Game 
Eight. In Podnieks’ words: “It was a marginal call, but worse it was 
assessed by Josef Kompalla, the East German referee who had 
made life difficult for Canada in game six.”229 Perhaps one 
erroneous reference to Kompalla may have been excusable, but 
with the second claim of “Communist and biased towards the 
Soviets by political necessity,” the author’s agenda was laid bare. 
Similar to Roy MacSkimming in Cold War on Ice, Podnieks included 
four stats sheets (two for Sweden and two for Moscow) all listing 
“Josef Kompalla (FRG),”230 the Federal Republic of Germany. Even 
once his own hard evidence was in front of the author, he chose to 
depict myths over statistical facts. Unfortunately, on the topic of 
Kompalla, these were not the only two of Podnieks’ examples of 
ignoring hard evidence. 

 

 
228 Podnieks, Official 40th Celebration, 157. 
229 Ibid. 221. 
230 Ibid. 108, 111, 161 and 201. 
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The next mindboggling disconnect of the 40th Anniversary 
book had to do with Cashman’s tongue injury. Judging by what I 
could find online, it seems Wayne Cashman does not give a lot of 
interviews. So, when Andrew Podnieks was able to sit down with 
the former Bruins captain in 2012 and discuss his Summit Series, 
he was given a rare opportunity. 

 
Having spent so much time on his injury, even 

interviewing Ulf and Pia Sterner in Sweden to gain their insights, I 
could hardly wait to read Cashman’s take on things. What he 
revealed to Podnieks was so remarkable, I had to read it multiple 
times to fully comprehend it. According to Cashman, on the 
infamous Sterner clash and tongue injury: “At the end of the period 
of the second [Stockholm] game, I was skating off the ice, and a 
guy came up behind me and speared me in the face. That’s all I 
know.” And then, in contrast to all previous mythology on the 
extent of the injury, he added: “I did not go to the hospital for a 
couple of days, but finally I had to go because it got so bad. It 
should have been stitched, but it never was.” Cashman then added 
that he lost eighteen pounds in “a country with different foods and 
diet. It was not like I could go out and get a blender and make 
milkshakes.”231 

 
Equally as confusing, after having personally quoted 

Cashman, who stated, “It should have been stitched, but never 
was,” Podinieks simply wrote his own version of the injury: 
“Wayne Cashman received a horrific spear to the mouth from Ulf 
Sterner, cutting his tongue for eighteen stitches and forcing him to 
miss the rest of the Summit Series.”232 Whether the September 30th 
game in Prague can be included as part of  the Series may be open 
to interpretation. However, just like the two games in Stockholm, 
it was part of the same ‘European Friendship’ tour. Coming less 
than two days after Game Eight in Moscow, during which 
Cashman, dressed in a suit, cheered loudly on the Canadian bench 
and ventured onto the ice, twice. The man who had received over 

 
231 Ibid. 121. 
232 Ibid. 109. 
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fifty stiches in the mouth and lost eighteen pounds was suddenly 
fit enough to play in Prague. 

 
As it applied to Kompalla, Podnieks’ book that ‘officially 

celebrat[ed] forty years of the Summit Series’ was therefore full of 
historical inaccuracies. Recasting Kompalla as an ‘East German’ in 
the Moscow drama, it flew full in the face of primary sources 
published in 1972 and then ignored his official 2003 biographical 
entry on the IIHF Hall of Fame website. Disturbingly, even if formal 
research was eliminated from the process entirely, the participants 
who were part of the series in 1972 surely would have taken the 
time to proof-read the final copy prior to publication? If so, they 
should have caught the errors of Kompalla’s nationality or at least 
been startled by the inconsistencies about one of the ‘most horrific 
injuries in hockey history’ suffered by their teammate, Wayne 
Cashman.  

 
Whereas all living participants were allowed to participate 

in the Podnieks’ 40th Anniversary oral history project, one was 
apparently not welcome: Alan Eagleson. However, in his ambitious 
book 2011 How Hockey Explains Canada, Game Eight hero, Paul 
Henderson, still included Eagleson in a section fittingly entitled 
“How Hockey Explains the Cold War.” Here, the Team ’72 outcast, 
Eagleson, was perhaps given an opportunity to correct past 
historical inaccuracies. As these applied to the Eastern Bloc referee 
conspiracy involving Baader and Kompalla, Eagleson squandered 
his potential last chance to right past wrongs. Instead, he used the 
opportunity provided to muddy the waters further, stating: “There 
was Rudi Bata, the Czech, and there was Baader the East German 
and there was Kompalla, another East German. So we had Bata, 
Baader and Worser and the Worser was Kompalla.”233 For 
Eagleson, crafting his latest ‘witty’ take on the ‘Baader and Worse’ 
construct thus took precedent over finally correcting his past 
fallacies. Although Henderson co-authored the book with notable 
sports author, Jim Prime, a lack of proof-reading by both allowed 

 
233 Alan Eagleson, “How Hockey Explains the Cold War” in How Hockey Explains 
Canada, 104. 
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the fallacious “East German Kompalla” legend to gain further 
traction. 

 
Historical inaccuracies, lapses in memory, or proofreading 

errors abound in the historiography of the series. So extensive were 
the inaccuracies that these actually inspired a book with the 
provocative title The 1972 Summit Series Canada vs. USSR: Stats, Lies 
& Videotape – The UNTOLD Story of Hockey’s Series of the Century by 
Richard Bendell, Paul Patskou and Robert MacAskill. Here, in this 
2013 statistical monolith, Richard Bendell put his numeric research 
skills as a Certified Management Accountant to good use, crafting 
a near shift-by shift analysis of every player’s personal statistics. 
Similarly detailed and comprehensive were the authors’ uses of 
primary and secondary sources. Combined with Paul Patskou’s 
expertise as a ‘hockey historian and video archivist,’ and MacAskill 
as the pre-eminent documentary filmmaker of the series, the three 
represented a Summit Series all-star team of experts. Given their 
combined research experience, it was perplexing that they chose 
not to cite their sources by utilizing a standard academic end- or 
footnote format. In other words, for a fellow researcher attempting 
to cross-reference their material, the book proved a fascinating, yet 
frustrating read. 

 
Whereas Bendell and his co-authors mostly come across 

as objective and balanced in their account, for example, adding 
both negative and positive media voices from different countries 
to their discussion as well as the perceptions of Soviet players, 
when it came to dealing with the referees, their objectivity waned. 
In reference to the two Stockholm bloodbaths, the reader is 
immediately introduced to the West Germans as “this terrible 
refereeing twosome.” The coverage of the Sweden games then 
harps on an apparent inability of Baader and Kompalla to 
distinguish between a spearing and cross-checking penalty to Phil 
Esposito,234 yet due to their lack of source citations, it is impossible 
to see where the information came from other than partially from 
Sinden’s diary. Kompalla did not have a recollection of the ten-

 
234 Bendell, 232. 
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minute penalty to Esposito, but said, “very likely a misconduct, 
because Esposito liked to talk.” The Cashman injury is then given 
a stitch count of eighteen yet, to their credit, Dan Proudfoot from 
The Toronto Star is also cited since he stated in his September 20th 
article “he [Cashman] bit his own tongue when high-sticked by 
Sterner as Cashman tried to paste him into the boards.”235 
Conspicuous by its absence in the assessment of the two West 
Germans in Sweden was any attempt to depict the tunnel mayhem 
in Stockholm. 

 
For their Game Six debut, Baader and Kompalla’s glaring 

imbalance of penalties to Canada are mentioned by Bendell, but 
without examining whether the calls may have been warranted. 
Bendell does convey the brutality, premeditation, and impact of 
Kharlamov’s injury, courtesy of Bobby Clarke. The author did not 
mince any words: “Clarke hunted down Kharlamov and gave him 
a brutal chop to the left ankle which did not immediately affect 
“special K” as he finished the rest of the game, but the damage was 
done.”236 In reference to Game Six, it was odd that the Moscow 
tunnel antics of Orr, Sinden, and members of Team Canada, as well 
as Ian “Scotty” Morrison, were excluded from such a 
comprehensive study. 

 
Unfortunately, the transition from objective researchers to 

subjective patriots shone through in Bendell’s examination of game 
eight. Here, Parise’s actions would be re-spun as that of a tragic 
hero who was trying to conquer an unjust communist foe. In the 
end, according to Bendell: “Parise raised his stick up in an attempt 
to beat some sense into the West German referee Josef Kompalla 
(#16) who was the source and cause of all of Team Canada’s angst 
and distress.” And then, in a bewildering advocacy for a near-
bludgeoning of an official, the following disturbing statement:  

 
It was definitely the best shot that Parise never took for at 
the very moment he looked like he was going to smash 
Kompalla into submission, he pulled back and left the 

 
235 Ibid. 234. 
236 Ibid. 260. 
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cowering and shocked official no doubt wondering what 
would happen next if he too did not pull back and let the 
players determine the outcome. And, what an exciting and 
unexpected finale it would be.237   
 

I refrained from translating this blatant justification of violence 
towards him to Kompalla, since I thought he might find it too 
unsettling.  

 
Bendell’s next paragraph continued to push the envelope. 

Here the author offered an ‘explanation’ to this supposed change 
in Kompalla using very spiteful language: “So what exactly 
changed Kompalla from a whistle-blowing fiend into some 
semblance of a real referee?” Bendell then quotes the Rudolf Bata 
soccer sideline interview as his discovery of “the truth”: in the end 
Bata ensured the game continued and ‘Kompalla was on the ice 
but for nothing.’  

 
Surprisingly, Bendell also passed off Bata’s inaccurate 

game eight characterization of Kompalla as fact, introducing the 
head referee for the game in Prague as: “Czech-native Rudy Bata, 
the same ref who took control and essentially officiated the last 56 
minutes of Game 8 pretty much on his own…”238 Critically, had the 
research team of Bendell, Patskou, and MacAskill been interested 
in applying the same methodical shift-by-shift, whistle-to-whistle 
breakdown of film footage that they used in reassessing the entire 
series to a Bata versus Kompalla ‘whistle count,’ they would have 
arrived at a figure that was essentially equal.  

 
Even though, to most, Alan Eagleson is the antithesis of a 

hockey legend, he was once more placed on a pedestal alongside 
Parise in Bendell’s book. Perhaps the skewed rationale that ‘the 
referees made them do it,’ similar to Clarke’s latest, 2022 
justification of his slash on Kharlamov, is the only way to explain 
the following assertions. Accordingly, Eagleson and Parise were 
deified as Cold War warriors or, in Bendell’s words, “If Parise’s 

 
237 Ibid. p. 283. 
238 Ibid. 352. 
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threating of Kompalla was an example of the little guy thumbing 
his nose at Communist authority then Alan Eagleson was giving 
them the finger.”239  

 
The topic of Kompalla is then given its final treatment by 

the three co-authors in a poetic-justice-laden section describing the 
Moscow to Prague plane bullying incident. Similar to Sinden, who 
referred to Cashman and Mahovlich ‘lunching’ with Kompalla and 
then said, ‘one day I will have to get the full details’ Bendell cites 
the same supposed ‘lunch’ as it “likely has a few more stories of its 
own to tell.”240  

 
Like all writers who attempt to add yet another book to 

the vast catalogue of Summit Series publications, American 
journalist and sports broadcaster Greg Franke asked the basic 
question: what could possibly still be written about the series that 
has not already been covered? In the end, he determined it was 
about balance, fairly portraying both the Soviet and Canadian 
points of view “side by side with equal emphasis,” using analysis 
and well-documented primary and secondary sources. While not 
nearly as obsessive in terms of Bendell’s use of statistics, Franke 
similarly adopted a play-by-play, whistle-to-whistle game footage 
review methodology to “dispassionately” deconstruct the series in 
his 2018 book Epic Confrontation – Canada vs. Russia on Ice: The 
Greatest Sports Drama of All Time. In Franke’s own words, he would 
separate himself from previous authors since:   

 
…those telling the story generally have been so close to it 
that their sense of national pride has quite understandably 
left them to a very real degree unable to separate 
themselves from some of the treasured mythology that 
has arisen regarding the story to really “tell it like it was.” 
This volume is meant to fill that void.241  
 

 
239 Ibid. 284. 
240 Ibid. p. 287. 
241 Franke, 9-10. 
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Taking this approach, Franke attempted to give a balanced 
portrayal of all the Series’ controversies from the pre-series 
predictions to the final whistle in Moscow. 

 
In terms of pre-series analysis, Franke was able to cite 

Montreal Star reporter, John Robertson, and his prophetic 
prediction that the Canadians will “blow their cool” before they get 
out of Sweden and that officiating will give them trouble “simply 
because they are not used to European officials and they are not 
used to them.”242 By analyzing the game tape for the second 
Stockholm game, Franke was able to relate some of the unsavoury, 
undisciplined Canadian moments from the game: Cashman hitting 
Sterner, well after the whistle, Bill Goldsworthy calling one of the 
two Germans [Franke believes Baader] “Nazi,” Rod Gilbert 
blatantly knocking over Kompalla on an offside call, Phil Esposito 
cross-checking Borje Salming in the face as well as the brutal Vic 
Hadfield targeting of Swedish captain Lars-Erik Sjöberg and the 
stick swinging duel between Dale Tallon and Ulf Sterner.243  

 
On Kompalla specifically, Franke observed that: “Many of 

the series’ biggest misconceptions revolve around game six in 
which it’s become an article of faith that the referees practically 
cheated for the Soviets.”244 The author then analyzed each call and 
concluded that “perhaps the one truly borderline Canadian penalty 
[in game six] was called against Ron Ellis.”245 For Game Eight, he 
had a similar assessment of the first Bill White call by Kompalla as 
“perhaps questionable,” but then saw few other issues. He called 
the Parise penalty ‘justified’, the player’s actions of stick threating 
‘totally out of character reaction’ and praised the ‘order conscious 
Soviet militia’, not Eagleson, for maintaining their composure as 
they tried to remove him.246 With the exception of Franke’s take on 
the late Ellis penalty in Game Six, which Kompalla stated “Baader 

 
242 Franke, Greg.  Epic Confrontation – Canada vs. Russia on Ice: The Greatest Sports 
Drama of All Time.  (New York, 2018), 311.  
243 Ibid. 314-318. 
244 Ibid. 334. 
245 Ibid. 339. 
246 Ibid. 347. 
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had to call that one, it was right in front of him,” this is 
reconstruction of events Kompalla can live with, especially with the 
assistance of the video replays. 

 
In 2020, the same year I began my project with Kompalla, 

Philippe Cantin published the Serge Savard biography Forever 
Canadien. It provided a refreshingly critical assessment of the 
Canadian conduct, which the author introduced as the ‘over the 
top behaviour in Stockholm’ and the ‘gaffes of Moscow.’ Savard 
himself was then quoted:  

 
It darkens the whole picture a bit – it is a stain on the 
canvass. Nobody can approve of Bobby Clarke’s slash. 
The problem was, the National Hockey League let him 
play like that. He was not doing anything different. As for 
Jean Paul Parisé, I know he never would’ve hit the referee. 
But threatening to do so was a disgrace.247 
 

While all the incidents Cantin and Savard referred to directly 
involved Kompalla, he was not mentioned by name. With the 
fiftieth anniversary fast approaching, the Montreal icon’s critical 
reflections on team conduct and discipline were a candid anomaly 
among the Team ’72 veterans.  

 
As this historiographic chapter has shown that, with the 

exception of Greg Franke, writers, researchers and even historical 
eyewitnesses who genuinely wished to thoroughly assess the 
Kompalla legend after his 2003 IIHF Induction, could have done 
two things: check the IIHF biographical entry with the 
accompanying interview on the IIHF website and simply viewed 
game tape. However, prior to the fiftieth anniversary publication 
flood of 2022, the ‘villainous Kompalla’ construct was as prevalent 
as ever. This sad reality came into much clearer focus for me as 
my 2020-2022 research gradually brought me closer to those who 
were actually crafting their latest versions of the legendary series 
and the realization that this story was far from over.  

 
247 Cantin, Serge Savard, 170. 
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Chapter Eleven 
‘No One Cares about the Referees’: The 50th 

Anniversary  
 
After over two years of research, writing and attempting 

to document Josef Kompalla’s own words for the fiftieth 
anniversary celebrations and projects, I thought a breakthrough 
was finally made in February 2022. In an effort to provide fellow 
researchers full access to my findings, I went to the unusual lengths 
of sharing my unpublished essay with the producers and research 
staff of the latest CBC Summit Series documentary Summit 72.248 

 
248 The four-part documentary, which began airing on September 14th, 2022, had a 
different director for each episode: “Hockey Nations” (Nicholas de Pencier), “Clash in 
Hockey Culture” (Robert MacAskill), “Finding Each Other Behind the Iron Curtain” 
(Dave Bidini) and the final episode “Legacy” (Ravi Baichwal). Significantly, the project 
differed from all other previous documentaries mainly due to its lack of a single 
narrator. Instead, key players from both teams like: Ken Dryden, Pete Mahovlich, 
Bobby Clarke, Dennis Hull, Vladislav Tretiak, Alexander Yakushev, Boris Mikailov and 
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Following a phone call and a number of emails, directors Robert 
MacAskill and Ravi Baichwal agreed to set up an expert Zoom 
panel to discuss my findings and drafted a series of questions for 
me to pass on to Josef Kompalla. 

 
While ultimately thankful and excited about the prospect 

of having Kompalla possibly take part, or at least be included, in 
the latest CBC project that was scheduled to be released in 
September of 2022, I was dumbfounded by the following eleven 
questions that the documentary research team formulated. I have 
included the questions below that I posed to Kompalla’s by phone 
on March 15th and then relayed back to the CBC documentary 
Zoom panel on March 17th, 2022.  Kompalla’s replies are included 
in bold type. Along with Robert MacAskill and Ravi Baichwal, the 
additional panel participants were: Paul Patskou, Igor Kuperman, 
and Taylor McKee.  

 

1. Did Andrei Starovoitov [Head of Soviet Ice Hockey 
Federation] ever discuss officiating the series with him?  
Kompalla: “Never” 
 
2. If so, what was the predominant nature of the discussion(s)?   
Answered Above 
 
3. Did Starovoitov try to influence how the game was called? 
Kompalla: “Never” 
 
4. If so, did Josef make calls in favour of the Russian team?  
Kompalla [now getting annoyed with line of questioning]: 
“Never” 
 
5. How had did Josef learn that Uwe [sic] Dahlberg was not going 
to referee (as had been the selection)?  

 
select hockey experts provided the narrative. Even Joe Sgro, the Team Canada 
Trainer, of Kompalla red pants fame, was interviewed. Most surprising in terms of 
interviewees, was the inclusion of Team Canada outcast Alan Eagleson who, 
predictably, lambasted the European refereeing beginning with the two Sweden 
games. 
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Kompalla: “I received the phone call to referee mid-day 
on the day of game eight.  What happens to other referees 
is not my concern.  I get the call, I referee.”     
 
6. Was anything communicated to Josef before the start of Game 
8?   
Kompalla: “Nothing” 
 
7. In hindsight, does Josef still agree that the calls to Bill White 
and Pete Mahovlich were legitimate calls?   
Kompalla: “I believe they were both penalties.  I called 
the first one and the second was called by my officiating 
partner, Rudolf Bata.”  
 
8. How did the Parise incident influence how Josef and Rudolf 
Bata called the game afterwards?   
Kompalla: “Not at all, I refereed correctly to the end.  
Afterwards, the teams played hockey.” 
 
9. Does Josef know why goal judge Victor Dombrovski began 
signalling the Esposito and Cournoyer goals differently than at 
any other time of the series?   
Kompalla: “No idea, this did not concern me.  What does 
it matter what happens with off-ice officials?  It is the 
referees on the ice who make the calls.” 
 

10. Did Josef feel pressured to make certain calls out of concern 
it could influence certain IIHF assignments after the series?  
Kompalla [now very upset since he believed this seemed 
to call his entire IIHF career into question]: “Tell these 
guys to go and [expletive deleted] themselves!” 

 
11. Were implied or overt threats ever made to him? 

Kompalla was done with the interview and did not 
answer the last question. 
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During the Zoom call, Robert MacAskill then offered an apology to 
Kompalla and indicated that it was not their intention to have 
insulted or upset him.  I promised to relay this apology to Mr. 
Kompalla the next time I spoke with him. 

 
Towards the end of the session, I asked for some expert 

feedback on the advanced-copy of my article from the four-person 
documentary research team. While sadly three declined to 
comment outright, Ravi Baichwal did take the opportunity and 
commended my ‘thorough research’ and indicated that he ‘had 
read every word.’  Unfortunately, he then came to the following 
conclusion, stating: ‘no one cares about the refs, they should 
remain invisible and referee intimidation is nothing new, it has 
always been, and continues to be, part of hockey.’ 

 
While the Zoom call ended cordially, after listening to Mr. 

Baichwal’s animated clarifications on the roles of referees, both 
past and present, it left me with little hope that my research 
findings would be utilized in the latest official Team ’72–sanctioned 
CBC documentary of the Summit Series.249 This was confirmed in 
their broadcast release, which, as Taylor McKee correctly 
predicted, contained absolutely no trace of my research findings. 
To the contrary, the expert who was actually called upon to 
comment on the European refereeing was none other than Alan 
Eagleson. 

 
Ironically, I was so motivated by the negative outcome of 

my meeting with the CBC documentary team that I immediately 
booked a flight to Germany to see this project through. Whereas I 
was certain that my initial essay could stand on its own, this 
difficult process of finding someone to take notice of Kompalla’s 
point of view on the series required more than just an essay, but a 
much more comprehensive monograph. After nearly fifty years of 
delay, the urgency to document Kompalla’s recollections never 

 
249 After trying for six months to contact members of Team 72, specifically Ken 
Dryden, to see if they would be interested in my work and/or including Josef 
Kompalla in any Fiftieth Anniversary projects, this Zoom call was my last attempt to 
request a reply.  Sadly, no one from Team ’72 ever contacted me. 



T h e  S e p t e m b e r  H e  R e m e m b e r s   198 | 

 

seemed more pressing. I phoned Kompalla to tell him of my plans 
and to see if we could document this all more thoroughly by 
watching all the games together and responding to the Canadian 
theories and allegations that have been made about him since 
1972. He took a few days to think things over and then agreed 
under the stipulation that there would also need to be a German 
language translation, since few people in his home country knew 
about his role in the series. I agreed to his request and joked “I’m 
coming to Krefeld – now there is no turning back!” 

 
In late February 2020, I, or more appropriately we, 

embarked on this project. I really had no idea where things would 
lead, but I had one initial objective in 2020: to simply document 
the views of an individual who had been an on ice-witness to the 
greatest hockey series in history. I believe Josef Kompalla also had 
his own objective which he did not confide in me from the outset, 
but this had to do with closure. He had achieved everything he 
could in Germany and internationally, both as an IIHF referee and 
as a citizen of the Federal Republic. However, in 2020, he still held 
out the faint hope that he would finally receive an invitation to an 
event commemorating what he described as “the greatest time of 
his life:” the 1972 Summit Series. I think he believed this Canadian 
interviewer, who first visited him in Krefeld 2020, was probably his 
last chance to receive an invitation to the 50th Anniversary events 
in Canada.  

 
Now over two and a half years into the project, any hope 

of him receiving official recognition has completely abated. 
Especially after the CBC documentary team’s questions suggesting 
his Soviet complicity, what little hope he had of hearing from 
anyone on the team has now turned to anger and frustration. After 
we met at the Krefeld train station on the first of six separate 
occasions, I remember walking up the steps to his modest, one-
bedroom-plus-den apartment and hearing Kompalla grumble and 
mix in German swear words with the word “Kanadier.” 
[Canadian(s)] I tried explaining that there are plenty of folks back 
in Canada who will have an open mind and that many would be 
really captivated by his story. In fact, trying to provide hard-
evidence here, I told him that I had shopped advance copies of my 



| 199    B o l z  

 

article around to some hockey-crazy friends of mine and they were 
blown away by all the behind-the-scenes incidents that went on. I 
tried to keep things light and indicated that “two of my best friends, 
who both had fond memories watching the series in 1972, were 
certain that you were an East German. I am certain that we have 
now convinced at least two Canadians that you were not from the 
former GDR!’. Kompalla laughed sarcastically: “Wow, then we 
have really accomplished something here!” 

 
Although I did not reference it at the time, I noticed that 

Kompalla had done a bit of redecorating since my last visit in 2020. 
All his most prized achievements, the IIHF induction plaque, a 
commemorative ‘IIHF thank you’ listing all the tournaments he 
officiated, and his Federal Order of Merit were all on the entry wall 
so they were the first thing a visitor would see. In 2020, these were 
all in his office. I had allotted about two hours for our visit and 
figured we would probably meet three or four times. My first visit 
took six hours and the second lasted five, after which Kompalla 
joked: “What the heck is this? I need to put in a full [work] shift 
with you!” 

 
The first two meetings were so long because after the 

initial shock of finding out that he had never seen any of the games 
in their entirety, and once I began to show him quotes of how he 
was received in Canada, there was obviously a tremendous 
amount to talk about. All this was before he pulled out his many 
binders with a career worth of German press clippings. Often the 
video footage or his own newspaper articles and mementos 
triggered memories and he would get up, disappear, and reappear 
with a new item, such as the Joe Sgro-gifted red pants or the Bruce 
Hood, customized Kompalla NHL jersey. In the end, it was a 
surreal and very memorable experience, the type of first-person 
eyewitness access historians can only dream about.  

 
Two years ago in 2020, Kompalla recycled a line used 

during the 2003 IIHF Hall of fame interview where Szymon 
Szemberg gained access to his apartment and was overwhelmed 
at the volume of hockey mementos that were on displayed: “when 
I die this will simply all go into a [garbage] container.” Even though 
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I had attempted to make the connection between Kompalla and 
the Head Archivist, Christoph Moß at the City of Krefeld in 2020, 
the process had once again stalled. With only two days to go in my 
2022 German visit, I was able to convince Kompalla that 
bequeathing his collection to the City of Krefeld was an excellent 
idea. Not really thinking at all about what to expect when we had 
our meeting at Krefeld City Hall, we were met by members of the 
press and an official photographer. Most importantly though, we 
had preserved his collection for posterity and assured that it would 
never end up ‘in the container’. 

 

According to Josef Kompalla, 1972 was a “very good 
year.” At the World Championships in Prague, he officiated both 
high-profile games between the Czechs and Soviets. In late April, 
he received an invitation to referee the Summit Series. After 
attending a three-day referee camp in Etobicoke and officiating the 
final Canadian inter-squad game in Toronto, he observed all four 
games of the Series in Canada. His first full immersion refereeing 
the Canadian professionals in Stockholm proved to be a baptism of 
fire. During the second, very violent game in Sweden, Harry Sinden 
began orchestrating a campaign to intimidate and embarrass the 
West German referees, both on and off the ice, which did not end 

19 Head Archivist Christoph Moß, Josef Kompalla and Cedric Bolz at Krefeld City 
Hall (June 8th, 2022) 
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until the last game of the Series. Although eventful and challenging, 
Kompalla believes he played a large part in maintaining control of 
not only Game Six, but especially the legendary eighth game in 
Moscow.250 However, he cited the continued aggressive and 
undisciplined behaviour of Team Canada, especially during a 
chance encounter on a shared flight from Moscow to Prague, as 
the reason for ultimately resigning from the Series. After the 
Canadian “September to Remember,” he stated to the German 
press in early October that he was “glad to be home uninjured.” 

 
By examining the 1972 primary sources covering Josef 

Kompalla, from the IIHF World Championships in April to the last 
Summit Series exhibition game between Canada and 
Czechoslovakia on September 30th in Prague, it is apparent that his 
contemporaries clearly identified him for who he was: a West 
German hockey official. Although there was an example of a 
journalist erroneously labelling Kompalla an “East German” in 
1978, the bewildering rebranding of his nationality really took hold 
after 1991. In fact, Alan Eagleson, Phil Esposito, Paul Henderson, 
and even the Official 40th Anniversary project, simply and outright 
depicted him as an East German official. After his 2003 induction 
into the IIHF Hall of Fame, these repeated biographical fallacies 
could have been easily rectified. Instead, fitting in with the near 
folkloric tale of Team Canada ‘72 playing a part in vanquishing the 
Soviets in the Cold War, the myth of portraying Kompalla as an 
Eastern Bloc villain proved more expedient than correcting the 
historical record. Remarkably, it is a fabricated and misconstrued 
historical legacy that has been perpetuated for nearly fifty years.251 

 
Just prior to submitting the final draft of this manuscript, 

two of the latest treatments of the Summit Series I had been 
eagerly waiting for were finally released: the CBC documentary 

 
250 Kompalla phone interview February 23rd, 2022.  
251 On March 2nd, 2022, I forwarded the advanced read-only copy of this article to 
Robert MacAskill and Ravi Baichwal, two of the producers of the forthcoming four-
part CBC documentary on the Summit Series. My main aim was to draw attention to 
my research finding and to emphasize that Josef Kompalla still wished his historical 
voice to be heard. 
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Summit 72 and Ken Dryden’s book The Series: What I Remember, 
What it Felt Like, What it Feels Like Now. Both were stunning in their 
outright refusal to change the narrative of Josef Kompalla. In the 
end, both chose to ignore the latest historical research in their 
respective recollections of the Series. Both were shocking in their 
shoddy methodology: Summit 72 and as mentioned, resurrected 
Alan Eagleson, the very architect of Kompalla’s vilification, as the 
expert on the German referees.  

 
Even more disappointing, Ken Dryden, ‘the hockey 

philosopher,’ denigrated himself to the level of Eagleson by 
referring to Franz Baader and Josef Kompalla as “Baader and 
Wurst.” Dryden then got it all wrong for Game Eight, stating: “We 
avoided “Wurst” – Kompalla – but we got Baader”.252 No, Rudolf 
Bata and Josef Kompalla were the Game Eight officials. 

 
Imagine for one minute that you are given the task of 

relaying the main findings of Ken Dryden’s latest book back to 
Josef Kompalla, who had asked me to ‘say hello to Ken’ during our 
first meeting in February 2020. “Well, how was I portrayed in 
Dryden’s book?” Kompalla asked. “Are you sure you want me to 
tell you?” I replied. “How bad could it be after all that you have told 
me about my legacy in Canada?” he countered. Well, Dryden had 
a new take on the ‘Baader and Worst’ Eagleson mockery and this 
time, he referred to you as “wurst.” Kompalla had nothing to say 
about what might be his final insult from a Team ’72 player, 
especially one whom he had once respected. 

 
While Kompalla may have been too kind to lose any more 

words over Dryden's penultimate denigration, I too felt 
disappointed as a historian by what amounted to a coffee-table 
book from one of the key eyewitnesses to the events. Ironically, 
Dryden’s own published 1972 diary Face-Off at the Summit provided 
a much more accurate portrayal of the events he experienced. 
Surprisingly then, Dryden chose to ignore his own writings. To 
state, for example, about possibly the most eventful period in 

 
252 Ken Dryden The Series: What I Remember, What it Felt Like, What it Feels Like Now, 
138-139. 
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hockey history that opened Game Eight: “I don’t remember the 
first period. I remember just after the second period began”253 is 
truly mystifying, especially considering his own published diary 
contained a three-page, goal-by-goal analysis of the first period 
alone.254  

 
Lastly, Dryden concluded his book with an attempt to 

assess the legacy of the Series, as follows: “Historians haven’t 
decided. History has. Canadians have.”255 Following this logic, 
Dryden appears to argue that history depends little on historians 
or that it perhaps writes itself. It is a bewildering statement that 
encapsulates everything wrong with the historiography of the 
Summit Series. Memory, remembrance, and legend have all too 
often trumped rigorous historical research. Sadly, in his latest 
book, Ken Dryden serves as the personal embodiment of one who 
has turned his back on historians and history, even the history that 
he himself previously documented in his 1972 diary.  

 
In this regard, between 2020 and 2022, Kompalla showed 

himself to be the anti-Dryden in his sentiments. Rather than turning 
his back on the historical record, he wanted to know and 
contemplate all that had been published on the Summit Series. 
More importantly, he was willing to work with a historian, who 
relayed one unsavoury story after the next about his Canadian 
portrayal while he continued with the process of documenting his 
story. There were numerous instances where he could have just 
walked away from the project, since it became clear that this was 
a fifty-year character assassination that may have few equals in the 
annals of sport. Rather than believing that history writes itself, he 
still placed his trust in an academic who tried to document the 
events of 1972, and his role within them, as accurately as possible. 

 
Since Josef Kompalla dedicated so much of his time and 

proved to be so cooperative and patient with a process that he 
must have found trying and unsettling, I thought it would only be 

 
253 Ibid 141. 
254 Dryden Face-Off at the Summit 168-171. 
255 Ken Dryden, The Series, 187. 
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fitting for him to have the last word. After all, it was his story we 
were trying to document. So, I posed the following concluding 
question to him: “fifty years after the Summit Series, what would 
you like to say to Canadian hockey fans?” He took a moment to 
formulate his answer and then said: “It was an absolute honour to 
have refereed that series. Those games were the highlight of my 
career.” He then ended on a request: “Go tell Canadians to watch 
those games for themselves and pretend that they are the referees. 
They will see that I officiated these games correctly.”256 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
256 Joseph Kompalla final phone interview October 22nd, 2022.  
Although Kompalla did not receive coverage in Canada for the fiftieth anniversary, he 
did make the following German publications, see: Westdeutsche Zeitung, “Schiri-
Legende: Ich will den Krefeldern etwas zurück geben” in Westdeutsche Zeitung (20 June 
2022), Rheinische Post, “Krefelder: Eishockey Schiedsrichter beschenkt die Stadt 
Krefeld” in Rheinische Post (19 June 2022), Chuck Penfold “Kompalla: I would do 
exactly the same today”, in Deutsche Welle (2 Sept. 2022) and Ivo Jaschick and 
Michael Weiss, “50 Jahre Summit Series zwischen Kanada und UdSSR: Deutschlands 
Schiedsrichterlegende erinnert sich” in Eishockey News (6 Oct. 2022). 
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The Summit Series, a best-on-best hockey tournament 
played between the former-Soviet and Canadian men’s 
teams, occupies an outsized role in the Canadian 
sporting imagination. 

The September He Remembers: Josef Kompalla and The September He Remembers: Josef Kompalla and 
the 1972 Summit Series reframes this famous Series in 
sport history through the story, experiences, and 
memories of Josef Kompalla, a German referee who 
played a key role in the events as one of the few 
esteemed officials selected to officiate during the 
Series. 

Given Kompalla’s important place in the history of the Given Kompalla’s important place in the history of the 
Summit Series, one of the most mythologized and 
celebrated tournaments in Canadian sport history, it 
should come as a surprise that his perspective on the 
events has not been previously documented. In this 
book, Bolz seeks to rectify this longstanding oversight 
through intrepid archival creation and analysis, as 
well as previously-untold stories
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