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Rules and Regulations for Inn-Keepers, District of Niagara, Province of 

Upper Canada.  The document is printed and was issued “by order of the 

Magistrates in Sessions assembled at the Court House, in the Town of 

Niagara…Ralfe Clench, Clerk of the Peace…”  The document is not dated or 

signed but includes a date of 182_, with the last digit to be filled in when the 

form is completed.  There are eight numbered clauses providing guidelines 

and directions for the operation of Inns.  The first clause notes that “As INNS 

or TAVERNS are licenced for the conveniences of Travellers, and the 

Entertainment of wayfaring persons, All Tipling, Dram-Drinking, and 

habitual resort thereto are strictly prohibited”.   

 

The back of the document is a printed licence with blank spaces so that it can 

be completed by a specific inn or tavern keeper.  The form notes that a keeper 

will be levied the sum of ten or five pounds annually, and that the keeper will 

not engage or allow any gambling or unlawful games on his premises.  The 

form is blank and there is no date or signature.   
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Ralfe Clench (1762-1828) was a military and political figure in Upper Canada 

who settled in Niagara around 1784.  He was born in Schenectady, New 

York, fought with the British in the American revolution, and volunteered 

with John Butler’s Rangers for a short time.   He fought at Queenston Heights 

during the War of 1812.  In 1813 he was captured by the Americans but was 

released at the end of the war.   

 

Clench held many public offices, including registrar of the Surrogate Court, 

clerk of the District Court, clerk of the peace in the Niagara District, District 

Judge, and Clerk of Niagara Township.  His home and orchard in Niagara 

were destroyed by fire during the War of 1812.  He built a new home in 

Niagara-on-the-Lake in the 1820s which remains today. 

 
Source:  Biography – CLENCH, RALFE – Volume VI (1821-1835) – Dictionary of Canadian 

Biography (biographi.ca)  retrieved 2022/03/25 

 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/clench_ralfe_6E.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/clench_ralfe_6E.html


 

Location: Brock University Archives 

Source 

Information: 

 

Acquired from Alexander books in 2021.   

Described by: Chantal Cameron Date: March 2022 

 


