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1.1    One photograph album 

 

The owner of this album never reveals her identity in the book. Through 

photographs and annotations we have deduced that her name was Marjorie 

Roselle Vrooman who was born on August 30, 1891 in Clyde, Wayne 

County, New York. She died at the age of 27 on March 4, 1919.  

 

The pictures in the album were taken during the years 1906-1911. The first 

part of the album is based in the Clyde area.  Clyde is a village in the town of 

Galen in Wayne County, N.Y. The village is located on the Clyde River 

between Rochester and Syracuse. There is a Syracuse pennant in a couple of 

photographs and the Parkside Restaurant is featured in one photo. A 

photograph of “The old home” as well as the gates of a private garden show 

an Italianate style home. The Vroomans resided on N. Park Street in Clyde. 

“Five cents a ride – One of Clyde’s wonders” is written under a photograph of 

the Rochester, Syracuse and Eastern Trolley Station, Clyde, N.Y. Most of the 

people in the pictures are identified by nickname or first name only. One of 

the photographs is captioned “school days (book-worms) C.H.S.” The initials 

probably stand for Clyde-Savannah High School. “Dr.” is the caption under a 

picture of an older man. This is Marjorie’s father, Dr. Walter Roselle 

Vrooman. Dr. Vrooman practiced dentistry at the Burton Block in Clyde. He  

was born in Illinois, but his family moved to Canada where his father was 

engaged in the mercantile business. Walter Vrooman was educated at St. 

Catharines Collegiate. He graduated from Toronto Normal School and taught 

in Ontario. He then went to Toronto University where graduated from the 

Dental Department. He was 32 when he married Jessie and moved to her 

hometown of Clyde. “Jessie” is the caption on a picture of an older woman. 

Jessie Bender L’Amoreaux Vrooman was Marjorie’s mother.  Included are 

photos of the Clyde River and a bridge which is quite possibly the Clyde 

Bridge.   

 

“In the woods” is a photograph of two people and a dog. This was taken at 

Wayne, Pennsylvania. “Bluff Hill” is also in Pennsylvania.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The next photos are taken in Niagara Falls, N.Y. and in Ontario. The Upper 

Steel Arch Bridge can be seen behind the group in a couple of photos. The 

girls are standing at Prospect Park, Niagara Falls, N.Y. as well as at “Prospect 

Point” and “Brox Monument” [which is probably Brock’s Monument]. This is 

unclear because we only see the cannons, not the monument. A picture of 

Toronto University (where Dr. Vrooman studied) is also in this group of 

photographs.   

 

The group of photographs which follow, feature Loretto Convent (later 

Loretto Academy) in Niagara Falls, Ontario. “Fair girl graduate” is a picture 

of Rosina MacDonald. Students are tentatively identified in the Loretto 

photos. The next page features Pachita [Losada?] and “Mary from Lundy’s 

Lane” is possibly Mary Lundy.  There are a few photos of Rosina MacDonald 

(usually labelled as “Rose”) and “laughing Lillice” is possibly Lillice 

Matthews. Other students include Neenah [Brady?], Rube or Ruby [Suttles?], 

Rose Mudd and Hazel Freeman. One of the girls is posing in front of a news 

stand/hand baggage check at Niagara-on-the-Lake. More personalized photos 

include: Quirilo Losada, Ester Losada, Sister Constance and Rita [Coffey?] 

with a teddy bear. Another page features Cecil [McLaughlin?], Sister Grace 

and Sister M. Leocadia. Sister Leocadia was a music teacher.  

 

Of note are the photos entitled “Larkins’” and “A sleigh-ride!” On February 

17, 1909 some of the students went for a sleigh ride to St. Catharines. They 

were met by Mrs. James McSloy (wife of James McSloy, President of the 

Haircloth Company in St. Catharines) who sent them to the New Murray 

Hotel for their dinner. They then proceeded to the Larkin house in St. 

Catharines for an afternoon of music.   

 

The next few photographs are taken at a park in Rochester, N.Y. and “Lake 

Bluff”. These are photos of people enjoying themselves during the nice 

weather.   

 

In 1909, the girls are dressed in their school uniforms. Mary Maxwell and 

Rita Coffey are included in the “Here we are” photos. Rosina MacDonald is 

on the next page along with the view of the Loretto gate and the Niagara 

River. The next page features a before and after look at the front of the 

convent. The entrance was changed quite dramatically. On the following page 

there are photos of Vivian [Spence?] and Peggy [Smith?]. Rosina MacDonald 

and Sister Leocadia are on the page where we see the girls visit the 

powerhouse by the Falls.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The captions on the next page are somewhat confusing and they include “A 

house party from California” which just appears to be a group of people in the 

woods and “Old McGill”. It is unclear as to whether the students are actually 

at McGill University.   

 

Some outdoor shots feature two of the girls killing a snake, a Sunday walk, 

Sister Constance and Sister Leocadia. Bernice [Rochford?] and Dorothy 

[Rochford?] are featured in the Easter vacation photographs. There is a 

picture of part of the Business Class, but one of the faces has been removed. 

The picture captioned “once upon a time” has also been removed.   

 

The next set of pictures is called “Glen Haven Summer of 1910”. Glen Haven 

is situated in the Town of Scott, Cortland County and the Town of Niles, in 

Cayuga County, U.S.A. These photos were taken in the summer of 1910 and 

1911.  

 

Marjorie graduated from Loretto Convent in 1911 along with classmates: 

Helen McCarney, Madeline MacMahon, Isabel Elliot, Jean Sears, Dorothy 

Rochford, Elizabeth Cunningham, Edna Duffey and Florence Bowen.   

 

In the next section of the album there are various headshots of people with no 

captions. The last part of the album is called “Drift Wood: from the Mountain 

Streams in the West”. Camp life is featured here at a place that Marjorie 

refers to as “Camp Comfort”. One of the pictures is labelled “along the 

Pacific coast”. There is also “a beach in January”. It is unclear where this 

beach is located despite the ornate architecture which is displayed.  

 

The last pages of the book contain a photograph of Loretto Convent, a scrap 

of an obituary for a woman named Gertrude who died in Virgil and a picture 

of an unknown woman.   

 

Life after the Photo Album 

 

Marjorie was an excellent vocalist and she attended the Boston Conservatory 

of Music. She became a professor of music at the P. Blanche Kellogg Private 

School in San Juan, Puerto Rico. This school was run by the American 

Missionary Association. The object of the school was to train Puerto Rican 

girls in general and industrial studies as well as bible study.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

In 1917, the YMCA began training women to go to France in an effort to 

assist with morale and welfare.  This was a bold move as it was thought that 

women would not be up to facing the trials of war. Marjorie Vrooman was 

part of the Red Triangle operation of the YMCA. After weeks of training in 

New York, a group of these relief volunteers sailed to France from Hoboken 

on a troop transport ship by the name of “Kursk”. They left on October 28, 

1918 and arrived at Brest, France on November 9, 1918. It was a rough 

voyage which was shared by cabin mates Edith May Camp and Virginia 

Wilson. Marjorie was referred to as a secretary in France, but most of the Red 

Triangle volunteers’ duties were more in the line of social work. Marjorie 

died of pneumonia on March 4, 1919 in Cauterets, France, but it must be 

noted that many of the pneumonia cases were caused by the influenza 

pandemic. Most victims were affected by bacterial pneumonia following an 

influenza virus infection. In March of 1919, she was buried in Bordeaux, 

France with full military honours. Her remains were moved to Clyde in 

November of that same year. She is buried at Maple Grove Cemetery in 

Clyde with her parents.   

 

1.2 Some photocopied pages about Marjorie Vrooman 

 

 

Physical 

Description / 

Condition: 

 

 

This album has black leather board covers. It measures 11.5” x 7.5”. Within 

the book are 309 gelatin silver black and white and sepia photographs. There 

are also 3 cyanotype (blue) prints. Photos measure between 1” x 0.5” and 4” x 

3”. Most of the photographs have captions. The first page of the book is 

completely disconnected from the spine. The second page has a picture cut 

out from it. Another picture has been removed from one of the pages and a 

head has been removed from a picture of the “business class”. The final page 

is very loose.  

 

Administrative/ 

Biographical 

Sketch: 

 

Lineage of the Vrooman Family 

 

Adam Vrooman, b. Aug. 16, 1753 and d. Jan 5, 1810 at age 56 –  

 married Margaret Mattice  – He is buried at St. Mark’s Anglican Church 

Cemetery, Niagara Town. He was a Loyalist 

 

Solomon Secord Vrooman b. Dec. 5, 1783 and d. Aug. 21, 1874 at age 90 –  

married Mary Brown – He is buried at Field Vrooman Brown Cemetery  (was 

named after son of James Secord) 

 

 

 



 

 

Solomon Andrew Vrooman b. Sept 11, 1829 and d. November 14, 1913 at 

age 84 – married Martha Moore – He is buried at Victoria Lawn Cemetery, 

St. Catharines (He was the last surviving workman to work on the 

construction of Brock’s Monument at Queenston Heights.) 

 

Walter Roselle Vrooman b. December 7, 1858 and died August 10, 1936 at 

age 77 – married Jessie Bender L’Amoreaux – He is buried at Maple Grove 

Cemetery, Clyde, Wayne County, New York. He was the father of Marjorie 

Roselle Vrooman. 
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