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Most of the fonds consists of correspondence written to George Crawford, a 

Pennsylvania State Legislator.  The bulk of these letters were written to him 

while he was serving as a Pennsylvania State Legislator from 1831 to 1834.  

Other materials include rolls for labourers working on the Pennsylvania 

Canal, legal documents, accounts, printed material, receipts, and newspapers.   

 

Correspondence, 1817-1868, n.d.  Contains 268 letters.  Many of the letters 

are from constituents, fellow legislators, judges, and lawyers who were 

looking for Crawford’s support on their bills, need for a charter, petitions, 

remonstrances, or inquiries. 

 

An interesting letter to George Crawford from his son R.A. Crawford in 1857 

provides a detailed description of his trip to Niagara Falls, including 

sightseeing excursions to Goat Island, the suspension bridge, Barnett’s 

Museum, and Lundy’s Lane. 

 

June Saturday 14th 1857 

  

Father, I suppose you would like to hear from us concerning our journey. I 

suppose to give you a full history of our journey I must commence from the 

time we left home. We had a tolerable pleasant trip on packet to Williamsport. 

Rather cool arrived at Williamsport about eleven o’clock laid by until 3 after 

dinner and took the cars for Elmira arrived about ten at night took our supper 

went to bed, next morning started to the great Niagara, arrived at Niagara 

about eleven o’clock went over to Gote Island to view the falls. We saw a 

great many curiosities. Gote Island is heavily timbered and would be a 

beautiful place of retreat in the hot summer months, for those that have but 

little to do and plenty to spend. After viewing the falls, we left the Island for 

dinner, after dinner we was pestered by a fellow that wanted to haul us over 

the great and beautiful suspension bridge to view the falls from Canada side, 

at length he offered so cheap and agreeing to pay the toll we took him up at 

his bargain. He said he must have his pay before he started after collecting 

his money said that his brother should take us. So, we mounted the cab and 

off we went for the bridge arriving there the collector demanded his toll, the 

driver said we was to pay it we said the driver was to pay the toll, so we sat 

and argued about the matter and had some sport with the fellow. We told him 

that he should either take us back or pay the toll at length he paid and over 

we went to the fall. After viewing the falls, we went to see a museum they have 

there that is quite a curiosity. They have animals of different descriptions, 

birds and fish, snakes and a great many curiosities made by the 

Indians such as moccasins, bark canoes, powder horn, and a great many 



other things made by the squaws. After seeing the different things in the 

museum, we walked out into an adjoining lot to see the wolves and buffaloes. 

The buffaloes appeared to be very savage, after seeing the animals we 

mounted our seats and told the driver to drive us out to Lundy’s Lane 

battleground.  At first he refused.  Andrew told him to throw down the lines 

and he would drive himself, at length he drove us out there. They have a pair 

of winding stairs we walked up and took a view of the country and of the 

surrounding scenery. After viewing the beautiful farms for there is such there, 

we left for the bridge, took supper near the bridge with a dutchman, took the 

evening train for Detroit…” 

 

Check Rolls for Labourers on the West Branch Division of the Pennsylvania 

Canal, 1835-1836.  Contains 19 rolls that include the names of workers, dates 

they worked, number of total days worked, amount per day for wages, and 

total amount of wages paid for the month.  The rolls are signed by the 

Foreman and/or George Crawford, Supervisor.   

 

Legal Documents, 1828-1837, 1868.  Contains 12 legal documents including 

Articles of Agreement, Contracts, Indentures, Petitions and an insurance 

policy.   

 

Accounts, 1815-1861, n.d.  Contains 8 loose pages of accounts.   

 

Printed material, 1831-1866, n.d.  Contains various circulars and 

advertisements, a letterhead receipt, and business card.  Also contains a copy 

of Hints on Slavery:  Founded on the State of the Constitution, Laws, and 

Politics of Kentucky, Thirteen Years Ago [Lexington, KY? 1843?]. 

 

Receipts, 1813-1836.  Contains 23 receipts, mostly for George Crawford. 

 

Envelopes.  Contains 5 used envelopes. 

 

Newspapers, 1832-1861.  Contains 12 issues of various newspapers, 

including the Lycoming Gazette; Lycoming Free Press; The Lycoming 

Gazette and Chronicle; Clinton County Democrat; Clinton Democrat; The 

Presbyterian; Christian Advocate and Journal; The Democratic Bugle; Dollar 

Pennsylvania; and Fort Scott Democrat.   

 

Other papers.  Contains assorted notes and sketches, 1833, n.d. 
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15 cm of textual material 



Administrative/ 

Biographical 

Sketch: 

 

George Crawford (1794-1876) was a Pennsylvania State Legislator, 

Superintendent of the West Branch Division of the Pennsylvania Canal, and 

Associate Judge of District Court.  He was a Democrat who represented the 

counties of Lycoming, Potter, and McKean in the legislature in 1831-1833.  

From April 1834 to April 1, 1835, he was the General Superintendent of the 

Pennsylvania Canals of the north and west branches of the Susquehanna 

River.  He was County Commissioner of Lycoming, and after the 

organization of Clinton County, served two terms as an Associate Judge of 

the District Court.  He married Elizabeth White in 1822 and they had at least 

nine children.  One of their children was George A. Crawford (1827-1891), 

who was an American politician, lawyer and journalist.   
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