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In this episode, called “Swallowed Whole,” Dr. Steer considers Gothic cathedrals
as an art form and examines their relationship to European power
structures. The episode begins with the earliest Christian art, in the catacombs of
Rome, and ends with a brief consideration of the role and function of Western
European churches today. This episode also covers the important role of relics in
Medieval Christianity, the rise of pilgrimage culture in Europe and its
connections to economics and architectural innovation, as well as the affective
impact of the interior spaces of cathedrals.
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