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This letter is addressed to Joshua A. Spencer, Esquire, Attorney of the United 

States for the Northern District of New York, Utica. Daniel Webster was the 

Secretary of State when this letter was written 

 

Transcription [verbatim] 

 

Sir” 

I have to invite your attention to a rumor of a flagrant breach of the laws of the 

United States by certain persons who are said to have fired cannon from Navy 

Island with the view to destroy certain vessels of war of Great Britain near the 

Canadian shore. It is the president’s desire that you should at once make use 

of all the means at your command for the purpose of ascertaining the truth of 

the rumor referred to and of detecting the authors of outrage, whom if 

discovered, you will prosecute to the utmost extent of the law. 

                            I am, Sir, your obedient servant 

                                                  Danl Webster 

 

Physical 

Description / 

Condition: 

One letter which is comprised of one leaf handwritten on both sides. A picture 

of Daniel Webster is in the upper left-hand corner. A number has been written 

on the upper right-hand corner by an unknown person. Also, there is a note in 

an unknown hand about Webster being a candidate for President in 1936 and 

“14th Sec-“ is penciled in. There is slight discolouration on the edges of the 

letter and it has previously been folded.  

Biographical / 

Administrative 

Notes: 

Daniel Webster was born in 1782 in Salisbury, New Hampshire, United 

States. He represented New Hampshire and Massachusetts in the United States 

Congress. He was the Secretary of State under three presidents including:  

William Henry Harrison, John Tyler, and Millard Fillmore. He had originally 

been a lawyer and was known as a great orator. In 1836, he was unsuccessful 

in his bid to become President of the United States. He died in Massachusetts 

in 1852.  

 

Joshua A. Spencer (1790-1857) was a clothier, a carpenter and a joiner before 

studying law. He was admitted to the bar and practiced in partnership with his 

brother. He became the United States Attorney for the Northern District of 

New York from 1841-1845. In 1846-1847,  he was a member of the New 

York State Senate. He became the Mayor of Utica New York in 1848. 

 

 



Location: Brock University Archives 

Source 

Information: 

Acquired from Swann Auctions. This is from the collection of William 

Wheeler III.  
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