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October 28, 1976. 

English 

TOPICS COVERED:Decision to construct a daughter ~hurch rather than expanding 
Scott Street Mennonite Brethren Church and to defer the decision 
on who would atterd the new church until atter construction bad 
been completed. 

Financing Fairview: Scott Street 1 s contribution. 

Factors accounting for the growth of Scott and FairYiew 

Occupati.onal ard e~hnic cmposi tion of Fairview· 

Evangelical outreach program and importance of identifying with 
the Na.tional Association of Evangelicals. 

Prosperity and participation 

Language and seraration as barriers to winning one 1 s neighbour to 
Christ. 

BIOORJ.PHICAL SKETCH: 
Peter Derksen was born in Blumstein, Russia. he l'IIOVed to Manitoba 
and then carne to rann in the peninsula. After selling his farm, 
he worked as a builder for lJ years arrl is now in construction. 
Accepts his tiackground but his faith is more ~portant than his 
background.. Chaired the Fairview Board throughout the ministry 
of Harvey Gossen. 

CHURCH BACKGROUND: 
Opened in 1964 as an English language daughter church of Scott 
Street Mennonite Brethren, the church currently has in excess or 
4oO members. About 2~ of the llletllbership is made up of non-ethnics. 

' . 



Interview with Peter Derksen, Former Chairman of the Board, Fairview Mennonite 
Church, October 28, 1976. 

Fairview church was formed in response to a study undertaken by the Scott Street 
Mennonite Church. The study was undertaken as a result of the size of the Scott Street 
church. It was decided that instead of expansion, a new church should be built. 
The study looked at the age of people, their linguist i c preferences since at that 
time Scott St. had already begun operating in both English and German. 

When the church was being built Scott Street members did not know who would go to 
the new church. In other words, there was not a group of people trying to break 
away from the mother church. The decision as to who would attend the new church was 
made by Rev. Penner . It was his decision that Fairview should be an English language 
church and he was the one who decided that language would be the factor used to determine 
how the existing congregation should be split. He believed that both the english language 
and the german language groups within Scott street were strong and thus believed this 
was an appropriate basis of differentiation . 

Because the division was based on language families were split - parents went to Scott 
Street while their children attended Fairview . This was true of the Derksen familYJ. 
Mr. Derksen's parents remained at Scott Street . Mr Derksen and his wife speak German 
but when their children were born they spoke German to them. He felt no ethnic loyalty -
feels religiously not ethnically Mennonite . Sometimes he regrets the decis i on to only 
speak to their children in english. 

The financing of the Fairview church was a cooperative venture . The location of the 
new church was determined by a committee of the Scott Street church . Scott Street 
raised the funds to buy the property and provided some money to start building. When 
the building was finished part of the mortgage was assumed by Scott Street and part 
by Fairview. He felt that these arrangements were unique. Rev . Penner said: "I don't 
want any glory for this thing. If we put two churches together we can keep it to the 
glory of God. That's what I am interested in." S nee that time Rev. Penner encouraged 
the formation of the Grantham church. 

Scott Street church was originally formed in 1944-45 . Now all three churches are full · 
on Sundays. Not all the new members are Mennonites . Not all have names like Penner and 
Derksen . The church is growing because it has a strong teaching ministry. The leader 
of a church must not only be strong, he must have the people withhim, whatever that takes. 
Mr . Derksen chaired the Board most of the years when Rev. Gossen led the church . When 
Rev, Gossen Died, Mr . Derksen decided it was somebody else's turn . Rev. Gossen was a 
real friend of the neighbourhood . When he died people sent notes saying that the Church 
had not lost a minister, the city had, He had more friends outside the church than 
inside . He loved people and had time for them. 

The preaching at Scott and Fairview churches would be very similar except for the language 
differences. There are striking similarities between Fairview and Grantham. He doubts whether 
one would notcie any differences . 

Fairview has added an addition. It has approximately 410 membera but in addition they 
have a lot of walk-ins, people that come on a Sunday morning but are not members . For 
services they may have 700 people . 

When Fairview started in 1964, Mr Derksen was one of the oldest members . The oldest was 
about 45 . The membership was drawn from the new generation. Of the churches in 
the peninsula they have the largest number of young people. There are about 125 people 
between Grade 10 and 23 . As a result, they have hired a youth minister , Ron Voth , 24 
years old, single, to coach kids in different areas. 



About 20% of the church's membership is made up of non-ethnices. Most of them come via 
the open air services which have been held during the last 8 years. After the open air 
season some people come and attend the church, some get convertedm, some are transfers. 
Some come because their children are involved in the peioneer girls and boys brigade. They 
have father-son banquests and mother-daughter banquets and as a result of these some people 
begin attending church. Fairview is an evangelical church and people do not come for too 
long unless they have made a decision to accept Christ. Otherwise they get out. A few 
come by marriage, but most non-ethnics have come through conversion. 

The open air services were initiated while Mr. Derksen was on the Board. On a Sunday 
night they might get 230 cars, never less than 125-150. Half might come from their own 
church, the rest from other areas. 

There comes a time when every child makes his own decision, at about age 16. If they 
are not interested they will leave. When parents ate regular attenders, generally their 
children will be too. In a few cases, this does not apply. Fairview has a family camp 
in the fall when church is closed and everyone goes to family camp up norkth. About 300 
attend. By having the camp the church becomes a unit, the sense of community is strengthened. 
Kids now are more honest than their parents. They seek the truth. The old way was to 
accept parents teaching. At youth fellowship the kids was the truth, sometimes they do 
not like it. Participation is essential. Keep them busy otherwise they will leave 
because they are bored. Fairview has not maintained 100% of the youth. Some people have 
left. There is no objection as long as they attend another evangelical church. Some 
serve in missions. 

During the next 20 years the church building will not be important (they have 
with a fireplace) but this is not what is keeping the young. Its going to be 
cation of the church with Truth. The church must be versatile. It might get 
in jail ministries, beach ministries. Fairview is pioneering in these areas. 
has to go where the epeople are to get them coming. 

a youth room 
the identifi
involved 

The church 

The religious beliefs of those who are ethnically Mennonite will become more orthodox. 
The beliefs of xhose recruited through evangelical outreach programs will sort themselves 
out as they have throughout Mennonite history. Some will identify with the National 
Association of Evangelicals others will not . This is where the sorting will be. 

Prosperity affects religious beliefs and values. When people become rich they leave 
the church. On the other hand, we have some members who have remained active i.e. 

the head of the surgury department at General Hospital. He is involved in youth work. 
Mr. Derksen feels that with the loss of German there will be assimilation. This is 
happening already. Only 15-20% of the churches still use both languages. With 
language change some of the ethnic things will change. 

These changes will strengthen religious beliefs and values. They are shedding some 
aspects which made it difficult to win one's neighbours to Christ - language and separation. 
It will have to be an open situation. 

Mr. Derksen's background: 
Mr Derksen has 4 daughters, three of whom are no longer living at home. One daughter 

lives in Bakersfield California. Her husband coaches at a Catholic highschool although 
he is Mennonite. Another daughter his married to someone of Lutheran background who 
now attends the Mennonite church. His third daughter is single and attending college 

- Tabor Christian College - a Mennonite Eaiieg Bretheran College also attended by her 
sisters. The youngest daughter is at Grantham High. Mr. Derksen was born in Blumstein, 

Russia. He li ed in Manitoba near an Indian reserve. His parents were very strict and 
he had to work very hard. His children have to make more decisions than he did: decisions 
were made for him and they were final. His children - the oldest attended Eden 
Christian College. Mr. Derksen started out as a farmer but sold out Fo 13 

he was a builder and now in construction. He tried to ~eturn to univers~ty a~ Wat~:~~= 



After spending 5 weeks at Conrad Graebel he decided university wasnt for him. 

e feels that there are now no outside pressures to keep Mennonites together. He personally 
accepts his ethnic background but doesnt feel strongly Mennonite. His faith is important. 
If he feels at home in his church than Mennonite is secondary. He feels Mennonites 
were taught t~ work hard and honour older people. The~'ve been taught to be honestk 
but that i~ personal. Mennonites do everything 200% whether singing, standing straight 
or working ~ . In spite of his feeling that his Mennonite background is not essential 
to his lifestyle he sent his daughters to a Mennonite Brethern College. He permitted his 
daughters to date any believers. 
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