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1) Born in the Ukraine, mother and father were born there too, south Ukraine 

& town of Mariawall. Came to Canada with his mother in 1926; father was not 

2) all~wed to leave the country, he was of military age; they came with some . 
• ~, r.:ai .: 11 

other family members, mother's mother, her brothers and sisters, app1
11 

7 

of them. Mr. Andres was 1 year old. 

They came by boat, landed in St. Johns, New Brunswick. He has been back 

there since (he's sure it has not changed much). It must have been awfully 

dreary · for someone coming from another country, not to be able to speak 

the language. It had to be very depressing. 

From Halifax they carneby train directly to Vineland (he assumes by train from 

hearing his parents speak). 

Lived in Vineland from 1926 to 1934. Father arrived to Canada in 1930. 

From 1926 to 1930 his mother and relatives lived and worked for a farmer in 

Vineland, Chris Fretz, he was a Pennsylvania Dutch. They attended the First 

Mennonite Church. Andres knows Barbara Coffman very well. Mr. Andres 

J 
was scaled at the age of 2 or 3 and Barbara gave him some medicine that 

'• 
cured him (some kind of potion that she and her sister mixed for burns). 

No doctor could help. 2/3 of his body was burnt. 

When his father came, his mother had had a second child (she was pregnant when 

she l~ft) so they moved to another house and worked on another farm. Left 

Vineland in 1934 to come to Virgil. Father bought a small farm along with 

many Mennonites (migrants from the old country and from Kitchener and Vineland, 

Mennonites always want to own their own land). A man by the name of Peter Wall 
<W<t 

purchased several 100 acres of land in the Niagara, divided it into small 

---- -· --·-----------------------------~ 
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10 acre plots and his father bought one of those plots. Mr. Wall had come into 

the country about the same time as they had. He was an aggressive type of 

person. lie already owned land in Vineland. His father had been a developer 

in the Ukraine. It did not require a lot of money to buy some land at that 

time, land could be bought for $100. or $50. an acre. Mennonites that bought 

from Mr. Wall were in the majority friends from back home or relatives; thus 

knew each other. Andres' brother Fred lives on that original piece of land 

(Niven Road). At one time that whole Niven Road was split up in 10 acre 

farms by Mr. Wall. 

They came to Virgil because his father did not want to work for someone else 

and there was no opportunity to buy in the Vineland area, whereas there was 

in the Virgil area. Mr. Wall had done the hunting for this land. 

Parents only lived in the Ukraine and then moved direct!~ to Canada, however, 

his father when he fled Russia could not come directly to Canada because of 

immigration laws, so his father was in Germany for several years from 

approximately 1928-1929. In fact it looked like he might be going to 

South America to settle down there when his wife and two children were here. 

At that particular time we had a Conservative Government and they frowned 

on any immigrants from Central Europe (anything other than from the 

British Isles). People from Central Europe had a very hard time coming into 

Canada and in view of the fact that his wife and children were here and in 

view of a s~pposed policy they had at the time of family repatriation or 

family unification (Mr. Andres burns inside when Mr. Diefenbaker talks about 

it because he speaks out of both sides of his mouth), yet his father could 

not join his wife .until much later. It was not until Mackenzie King and 

the Liberal Government came to power that his father was allowed to come to 
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this country. That's one of the reasons that many of our people are Liberals 

and his father always held this view and he is a Liberal. Parents decided 

to move from Ukraine because they had been through W.W. I and the Russian 

Revolution. Much of their land had been confiscated by the Red Army. The 

army had caused a lot of terrorism. His father had -been involved in the 

White Army as a youngster. 

Canada has always had a passion for displaced people and even today would 

consider them. Canada a land of milk and honey, where you can own land and . 

Mennonites wanted their own land and they wanted to have peace and freedom 

work and worship. And this is what I can see when I am talking to various 

people: Canada seems to be a magical world. Take a look at this history, 

and even the United Empire Loyalists. The war of 1812-1814 where people 

from the U.S.A. moved into Canada and defended the British .rights here in 

this country. The British rights to · '.do as you will and worship. Somehow 

it has always been a magical world of fleedom. His parents were not drawn 

to Canada because of friends or relatives, even though his father had a 

brother in Manitoba. They did not go to Manitoba but came directly to this 

area. They only lived in Vineland and Niagara. All of his brothers and 

sisters live in Niagara except one in St. Catharines. 

to 

3) He has held many jobs. When people tell him I don't understand people I get 

very upset, because I have done just about every possible kind of work. 

First of all I had to leave school early. My father wanted me to leave 

school because I was needed to work at home on the farm. (Economic 

conditions were very poor in the '30's. And he enjoyed working on the 

farm. His father now says he should have had an education but that was 

not possible in those days. Now he is glad he did not. It would have 
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been nice to have an education. His brother went on to high school but I just 

finished grade 8. And even then, my brother and I stayed home every other day ' 

to work on the farm. We were both in the same grade and so one day he would 

go to school, the next day his brother, John, (next youngest), would go. 

After grade 8 he stayed home and worked on the farm steadily. In the 

winter time he would do other kinds of work: one winter at a service station 

(gas and washing cars), another winter in the factory in \velland (electrical 

motors). He did various jobs- shift worker, then a truck driver for probably 

the biggest part of his life other than the farm. Summer time always on the 
\ 

farm. He was a truck driver for may years for Niagara Canning factory at the 

corner of Creek Road and Lakeshore. Then John Goertz took over and he worked 

for him. 

He got married in 1945, 31 years ago November 18, while he was in Ottawa. 

They tried to get into the House of Commons. They were always interested in 

politics, he especially from when he was very y9ung, but they did not learn 

anything about it in school. They could not get into the House of Commons 

31 years ago because his wife did not wear a hat. In those days women 

had to wear hats to get into the House of Commons. Same as in the Mennonite 

Church. At one time you had to wear something on your head. But this was 

British tradition. For the same reason today, when a gentleman comes into 

the House of Commons, except for the public gallery, he cannot get in unless 

he wears a tie and a jacket. He is glad and appreciates these traditions. 

I, as a member, have to wear a tie and jacket even on a hot day in the summer 

(probably the worst punishment in that whole job). But he does not mind it; 

he is glad there is some of this tradition left. lfuile he does not live on 

tradition, he feelsthere is a place for it. 
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His wife came from Reesor, Ontari o, her parents and my parents were friends 

from Russia. Wife says as kids the boys would 

her. She has Russian-Mennonite parents also. 

run away and not play with 
111 R. , AN CRt-:> 

Af ~er he got married he got 
II 

a job managing a farm for an American fellow who had bought a farm here. 

The American did not know anything about a farm. He managed the farm for 

5 or 6 years. The farm was 4 miles from his present residence. The job paid 

well and provided accommodations. He was pleased about his first good job. 

In the meantime he purchased 20 acres of land right here with nothing on it. 

He built up his farm while he was managing the farm owned by Mr. Clair 

(American). He worked his own farm at night, planted trees and built a small 

home. (This is the property they are living on now.) This was around 1948. 

Mr. Clair got into the trucking business as well and in the winter Mr. Andres 

would work for him on the trucks as well. Somehow he has always loved 

driving a truck, but now he has enough miles behind him and he does not 

care whether he sees another mile. 

Most of his life he drove truck, but he also worked for the City of St. 

Catharines (contrary to what some people like to believe). He crawled 

the full length of some of the sewers on Facer Street in St. Catharines. 

He helped build them and put them in; he swept streets in St. Catharines 

and also shovelled snow, and worked at their dump. He does not mind having 

done that one bit. He worked at Hydro in Niagara Falls when they built it. 

One thing, he has never been too proud to do any job. Sometimes Mennonites 

are a little proud, when things get a bit better you don't do it. He has 

never been too proud to stand in a line to get a job and he has seen people 

walk out of the way because they did not want to be seen. But at that time 

he had a wife and several kids and the farm was not bringing in that much. 

-- -·--------------------
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At one time he worked in a garage as a mechanic, you always work with 

problems but if you work with politics you always work with problems. If 

he were not in politics tomorrow, he would get right back to the farm and 

barn. He enjoys that work and work is good. Not too proud to do any job. 

I don't care how menial it is. 

As time went by they had an opportunity to buy 5 more acres and slowly they 

started to build up the farm and started to produce. Purchased a little 

more land, 5 acres, then 14 more that became available. These purchases 

made it a fairly compact unit. From time to time we made some drastic 

moves (always was the type). He had some trees that were bearing beautifully 

but he ·could see that that's not what they wanted, not what the consumer 

demanded. They took their trees out completely (people thought he was crazy) 

and they specialized. His was one of the first farms that specialized, 

went into two crops, peaches and cherries. His father came down and thought 

he was crazy. \~at if they fail? You've got to have all the commodities? 

He said he hoped to produce enough to get them through to the next year. 

Everybody is specializing today. And because he always worked part time, 

they always bought the best equipment. He could not afford to come home 

at night and have a breakdown in equipment. Today he considers his farm 

the most efficient, highly mechanized farm anywhere in the country. 

His wife and his two sons are looking after the farm right now. His 

sons graduated from Agrilulture College in Guelph. l~en his oldest 

son came back from university, he bought the farm next door. It came on 
I 

the market, they had had their eye on it. So the whole thing is one unit. 

They have their eye on some more and with the boys and the equipment they 

can handle a little more and add to the unit and become even more efficient 

because they can utilize their equipment. All cherries are picked by 
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machine, used to have to get 50-60 people to do it, now no hired help. 

Peaches still picked by hand. They are looking at equipment to do that. 

Right now produce peaches for the fresh market, but they are looking at 

machines; then peaches would to go processing market. Then they would 

have more lei~ure time to spend around the swimming pool (its not a luxury). 

As a child Jisappccn+~ that they never got into <l ~iv 1 .:.s reader. They had to 

buy them, but never used them. Today kids speak about politics every day 

which is good, becuase it involves our everyday life. In Ottawa they have 

schools visit every day. Originally he was elected to the Niagara Township 

Council and in approximately 1960 there had been an amalgamation between 

the city of St. Catharines and the former township of Grantham, the part of 

Grantham lying east of the Welland Canal. The canal was supposed to be 

the dividing line. There was to be no development to the east of the canal 

and so ·that piece was amalgamated with Niagara Township. However, there 

was a political trade off that took place at that time: the Port Weller 

Dry docks (highly industrialized and good assessment) being on the east 

side was thrown into St. Catharines. And the same thing happened to 
/ 

McKinnon Plant 2. Strictly a political move. People were upset and so 

was he and they figured they had been sold out by the sitting council at 

that time. And so there was pressure put on him, because he never was too 

quiet, always outspoken except as a kid he was shy. That left him when he 

became a truck driver, You have to be aggressive. Consequently, he was 

asked to get involved in local politics. He had done some work because he 

had felt they had been over assessed on some of the properties here. 

He consented to local politics but not without reservations: being a 

Mennonite, Mennonites do not get involved in politics. This had some 
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impact on whether we should get involved or not. When he did decide (when 

he does something he goes at it hard) he went out to win and he did. He 

was criticized by some members of the church - this is not the place for 

a Christian, a Mennonite. This was the Niagara Mennonite Church. He did 

not break away from it because of that. It was a matter of expansion, 

church program and language problem. With this combination it happened that 

those who wanted English started a new church. And he was one of them. 

However)and this is ironic, he opposed the idea of the split, but when it 

took place he went with them. Same thing in politics: he opposes something 

strongly, but once it becomes law he goes with it. Laws must be obeyed. 

If you don't like them, change it. In 1960 he was elected by a strong 

majority; the whole council was thrown out. Started from scratch. After 

two years ran for a higher position of Deputy Reeve, because Deputy and 

Council did not agree on some kind of development. lie lost the election. 

In his own mind it was a win because he lost it by 7 votes to an extremely 

popular person. The next year he ran for the same office again. The old 

Deputy would not run again because Mr. Andres would have beaten him. 

Another former Reeve very popular, whom Mr. Andres would never oppose ran 

against him and Mr. Andres lost that election. Good to loQse those elections, 

because he felt pretty good having won the other ones. Sometimes you 

can feel a little independent, so everybody has to lo-se something. 

From there he stayed on, then contested position of Deputy Reeve which was 
; 

also for a county coun§tUlor. In 1968 he was successful although he was 

told not to run, but he never got involved with the political "clique". 

He is too outspoken to be in the "clique". His blood used to run fairly 

warm, but over the years you learn that that's not how you get things done. 
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• 
He has learned this in hard and easy ways. At the county countlllor level 

there definitely was an inner circle, but he did not become involved in that. 

Because then he felt he was powerless to do anything, your hands are tied. 

He challenged many things that went on in the county council, at that time 

he could not see the benef its of regional government except for people 

that were trying to exploit and use local people. He believes in the old 

British way of democracy and government by the peopleand for the people 

and this was one step where people could not get involved, did not have 

access. Study had been done by a Dr. and he opposed it bitterly. Mr. 

Walter of the Social Credit party and Mr. Andres are very good friends, 

one of his best friends. Both on the council and opposed this. They 

proposed a motion asking the Minister not to implement it until it proved 

successful and efficient in the Ottawa/ Carlton area. The Minister would 

not put that vote. So he got up in front of over 1,000 elected people 

at this convention in Hamilton and asked the people in view of the fact that 

the Minister would not put that resolution he w ~ n +~d a little showing of 

how people felt about the resolution. Over 90% of the people got up and 

supported our views. Mr. Darcy McKeogh told them that Jan. 1970 Niagara 

Region would be under regional government. That's how much he and the 

Conservative Party paid attention to the elected people. They did not care 

and that was not government by the poeple. So it came through January 1, 

1970. There were elections held and I ran for office, while I fought it 

until the day it became law. I ran for that office against a new popular 

man who had been the mayor of the town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. Mr. 

Andres beat him. So he was involved in the regional council until he went 

into the federal office. He had never had any ambitions to get involved 
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provincially or federally this was the extent to which he thought he could 

serve the people. Things just seem to happen to come along and if he saw 

a place for him he moved in. At the to~~ship council that was the extent 

to which he would go. He took strong stands morally and ethically. While 

he disagreed with people and vice versa, they respected him. He tried to be 

honest and fair and he has been successful at the regional level implementing 

things. 

In 1974 he was asked to stand for federal nomination. He said no, but after 

pressure was put on and ~reasons given ex. we need .to have a farmer (he 

believes it to be most important industry in the country and he always 

fought for the farmers) and he was surprised because there were professionals 

available. That tickled his fancy - a farmer was considered important 

background. He was pleasedabout that. He asked for one week to consider 

it and in this week talked to family and being a religious person, he 

prayed. He believes in divine guidance very firm on that. Then he agreed 

to have his name down for nomination. At that time he was on his own and 

rounded up people and campaigned in June 1974. Nomination held at Fonthill 

(their riding). There were four other people competing for the nomination 

and he had never in his life belonged to any party. Here the first thing 

he had to do was take out a membership with the Liberal Party. He always 

had some qualms about becoming a member of a party as a Mennonite and as 

a Christian, because he could not accept all the policies of any party 

in Canada even today. It was a requirement to join. He had to decide 

could he join and what does it mean to the church and policy of the churchZ 

He told people about this and they did not seem to think it was significant. 

Once he made the decision he felt quite confident that the had done the 
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right thing. He felt this had been divine guidance. Worked hard at making 

banners in the garage. Other 4 were old time party members. He knew he 

had a very good chance, because he does not go into it until he thinks 

so. He was floored when on the first ballot he had a majority, that's 

unheard of with that many men running. That humbled him considerably. 

Within the Party there were people who were disappointed that the others 

did not get in, that a new guy had taken it. Mr. Andres felt this had to 

be settled and he drove around 3 days in the riding mending fences, 

talking to these people convincing them that a party is a team. Then 

he had to get a campaign and finance manager, money. When he got a 

campaign manager that was the end of his involvement, because after that 

he was . told what to do. He had never been told what to do since he left 

home. At home father said what to do. He had to get used to it because 

he recognized this was a party game. Appointments were made for him, 

being chauffeured around (that was a change had to accept that). Then 

they agreed on one thing: campaign manager had to be honest and tell him 

at a speech where he went wrong. He chose manager, Mike Dietsch from 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, was one of the men that had asked him to run. 

Mr. Andres found criticism offensive and hard to take, example: not a fancy 

dresser.He is a farmer uses suit for 10 years. Manager wanted him to 

dress sharp. Mr. Andres said sorry, I am Bill Andres and if I put on airs 

then I am not myself and I am meek. Worked hard at campaign from early to 

late and it paid off. 

Move to Ottawa dramatic change in their social and family life, because 

he has always been very close to his family and still is, Mon. - Fri. 

Ottawa, weekend at home. He would not consider moving up there, because 

- --------- ----- --- --------- --------------------
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you have to get away from Ottawa. It is a different world and you loose 

sight of what is going on at home. Some of the things he can see from such 

a simple point of view, maybe it is the practical experience on a farm to 

be able to see some signs, example: in the sky, whether it is going to 

rain, etc., on your trees, whether you have looked after them well 

enough, he can see many things being done in Ottawa, example: promotion 

of $1. million to promote Anti-Inflation system. Some cabinet ministers 

cannot forese~ problems, because they live in a very small world there. 

He misses church when he does not come home and gets involved with the 

constituents, attends social or political gathe~ing. Will be knocking on 

door for municipal campaign. He likes speaking to people and he has a 

big sta~e in Niagara-on-the-Lake and he does not like what is going on 

and he is going to get i nvolved. Has been involved in church, member of 

Church Council for several years. He worked closely with pastor and they 

had the opprotunity to go with the Campus Crusade International Headquarters 

for a week, several years ago . This is Qn evangelical movement, a week 

of intensive studies on spreading the gospel. This was in Arrowsprings, 

California. They had an excursion (he did not know what was involved 

and thought it was a great idea in a nice area) but wife said in her class 

it had been explained you had to knock on doors and present gospel in a 

city called Ontario. He did not want to go, but he went. Likes to talk 

to people selling himself. Mayor of Niagara-on-the-Lake once told him you 

have far too much influence in the local council and he replied, well 

you could have a lot worse influence. He does not mind selling himself. 

At excursion he preached Jesus Christ to people and did not mind speaking 

for him. At first he was afraid though, but he thought to himself you 

- ---------------- ·-- -------------------------
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must be crazy. They went in teams, he went with his pastor, Rev. Neufeld 

from Bethany. Rev. Neufeld was not really used to this either. They 

had to encourage each other. They had specific orders, at one house one 

of you talks, the next the other one. They enjoyed it. You can meet 

a lot of people of different denominations. Everyone looks after themselves, 

a natural thing, but people are very narrow if that's all that life is 

all about. He finds enjoyment in doing something for someone else. His 

reward in politics is when he accomplishes something. You have accomplished 

(one little farmer like Bill Andres at federal level, immigrant boy 

influences, some changes in legislation) it's got to give you some sense 

of satisfaction and it does. He likes to go and speak to the schools, 

he started at Rittenhouse at Vineland Stationf. 

To do something for someone else where you get no pay gives me satisfaction. 

\~en we split away from the Niagara church we weren't that wealthy. The 

church was built through voluntary labour. You could really enjoy that. 

You get to know the people you're working with. The pressure isn't there. / 

You joke and have some fun and you know you're getting something done. 

In 1934 when we moved into this area roads had to be shovelled out by hand. 

•J All the neighbours got together and d~ something. Barn raising doesn't 

happen too much now but a few years ago some people from the church helped 

rebuild a greenhouse. \~en someone was sick and couldn't prune his trees 

we did it for him. I get a lot of satisfaction from that. 

Politics at the local level - ·pay insignificant and still at home. But 
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I moved on to other levels, it broadened my outlook - can understand people. 

Day after el_ected (federally) expected to be a professional in every field. 

People looked at me as a different person. I don't want to change. Feel 

more responsibility. People view you· differently. 

Make special point of putting on farm clothes so people won't look at me 

this way. 

There is a reservation. Invited to sit at head table. Don't want to but do 

when it's proper. 

People have different attitude toward me. People in limousine thrilled 

driving home with M.P. 

Relationship in home hasn't been changed. Not an M.P . at home. Daughter 

in public school treated as daughter of M.P. During capital punishment 

debate parents attacked Andres and daughter got pressure at school. 

Corrected itself. She's very proud when I speak at school. 

Has three married children, two at home. Rick's wife a sociologist. Elsie's 

husband, Wallace Clement, is a sociologist. He works on the farm in the 

stunmer and we have some of the greatest debates. 'ole kid each other a 

lot. He's not a supporter of the Trudeau government due to the War Measures 

Act. That turned him off. He used to worship Trudeau. He's a pacifist. 

I agree partly - FLQ crisis, terrorist movement. Some feeling Trudeau 

allowed it to happen and let things come to crisis proportions and 

then brought in War Measures Act - gave himself powers only had in wartime. 
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Mennonite background asset in getting nomination. I believe they didn't 

really want a farmer. They wanted a Mennonite. I wasn't a Trudeau 

supporter in 1968. There were rumours he was a communist. Our people 

had fled Russia and consequently many of our people didn't vote Liberal, 

they supported Conservatives. I believe I was asked to run to get back the 

Mennonite vote for the Liberal Party. That's been confirmed since. 

Mennonite background asset in getting elected. I get together with 

Mennonite and other Christian M.P.'s. We have a weekly prayer meeting 

every Wednesday morning at breakfast. There are Jake Epp (Steinbach), 

Dean Wightway not of Mennonite heritage but belongs to M.B. Church in 

Winnipeg (Selkirk is his riding), Benno Friesen now with an evangelical church 

though he's of Mennonite background. These are the three Mennonites. 

There are others with Mennonite names - Keith Penner, a member of a 

United Church in Sudbury. Get together although they are all Conservatives. 

Met one when sat at next table at breakfast. Benno Friesen came up to 

the other person and spoke Plattdeutsch. I chimed in and that's how we 

got to know each other. Jake Epp's wife said how can a Mennonite be a 

Liberal? In the west Mennonites and Liberals not synonomous. I retorted: 

How can a Mennonite be a Conservative? It doesn't happen in Ontario. 

We get along well. 

I've discussed my stand on capital punishment with many M.P.'s including 

the Mennonite ones. 

I was the only Mennonite against capital punishment. I find the U.M. Church 

is against capital punishment. The M.B. Church is in favour of capital 

punishment. Some of the strongest objections on capital punishment come 
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from members of M.B. Church. We've had many discussions, arguments and 

debates on it. 

I've been an abolitionist and pacifist. I believe in the sacredness and 

sanctity of life. That includes not only capital punishment, it also 

includes abortion. I'm opposed to abortion. I'm not rigid on that but I 

am opposed to relaxing laws on abortion. If anything, they should be 

strengthened. I would like to take out the word health in the act. 

I don't feel there are other issues where my position is affected by being 

Mennonite except granting citizenship to J~nsens - Jehovahs Witnesses. 

Like them, I am opposed to war. These people were not granteQ citizenship 

papers because of that position they took. The Mennonite people among 

others have been granted special status during wartime. Can do alternative 

service. As a Mennonite I am very concerned about this issue and what 

it means not to grant citizenship because they oppose war. 

Mennonites were Liberals because they allowed them to immigrate while 

the Conservatives did not. That picture changed. Ukrainians and Dutch 

now Conservatives. Ethnic people not always Liberal. As a Mennonite of 

German background I was a foreigner in this country during the last war. 

My school teacher in Niagara-on-the-Lake made no bones about it. My peers 

in school made no bones about. T~y called us Hitlerites and Nazis. For 

a young kid in school, that's pretty bad. And I went through it here in 

Niagara-on-the-Lake. I still remember every name I was called. I also 

remember every British or UEL people who stuck by our side. I remember 

them as special friends. 
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Changes in riding: 

Boundaries change - no longer a rural riding. 

I am a constitu~nt rather than a legislative member. My first priority is 

my constituents. Not a strong party man. 

Fence between UM and MB not broken down. Best friend MB - Wilbur Dyck. 

MB more involved in politics and community. My father's mother MB. I went 

to Bible School there. I have closeness to MB. 

Riding very prosperous. Pruchase of cherries, peaches and pears last year. 

This year delivered half million dollar cheque to grape growers marketing 

board. On behalf of farmers have been able to get support programs when 
..J 

necessary. When problems derive from import quotas federal government should 

act. In the short time I've been there I've gotten government to act. 

Mennonites used to live on farms. Being aggressive they have prospered. 

Feeling re subdivisions: Garrison Village marginal farm land. Opposed to 

strong zoning restrictions. If farms are viable farmers aren't going to 

sell. Land worth more for development than for producing food. I can't 

understand that. Must protect fruit growing land. 

Changes in riding - more urban. Next time Niagara Falls riding. Part of 

Lincoln will go into Hamilton, Welland and St. Catharines and Erie riding. 

Historic Lincoln fruit growing riding split up. 

I was criticized because politics "dirty". Doing nothing leads to being 

dirty. By becoming involved can make things better. Christian can be a 
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politician and a politician a Christian. It's more difficult because there 

are so many th~ngs you are asked to do which seem right on the surface. 

I voted against the government on an issue involving immoral broadcasting 

on the CBC because wasn't right. Some colleagues said why didn't you tell 

me you were going to do that? I would have voted with you. They couldn't 

stand alone. I stand alone. The opposition cheered. Christians can be 

a witness in the House of Commons. 

I vote according to my conscience irrespective of party will. When it 

I 
comes to defeating the government~would have to think about it twice 

More participation of Mennonites. Becoming acceptable~ Am glad Mennonites 

are participating particularly at the local level. 
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