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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

 

Day 1: Friday March 16 
 

5:30pm   Registration opens 

Guernsey Market Hall, Brock University 

 

 

5:30-6:00pm   Opening Reception and Welcome Remarks 

Guernsey Market Hall, Brock University 

 

Welcome 

Dr. Gervan Fearon, (Brock University, President and Vice-Chancellor) 

Mr. Juan Alsace, (U.S. Consulate General Toronto, Consul General) 

 

 

6:00-7:00pm   Conference Banquet 

Guernsey Market Hall, Brock University 

For all presenters, moderators and guests 

 

 

7:00-8:00pm   Keynote Address 

Sean O’Sullivan Lecture Theatre 

 

Welcome 

Dr. Carol Merriam, (Brock University, Dean of Humanities) 

Introduction 

Dr. Daniel Samson, (Brock University, Department of History) 

Keynote Speaker 

Dr. Daniel J. Broyld 

Fulbright Research Chair in Transnational Studies, Brock University 

Associate Professor, Department of History, Central Connecticut State University 

“Douglass, Tubman & Brown: Recasting Their Fight for Black Liberation in the Transnational 

Light of Rochester and St. Catharines” 
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Day 2: Saturday March 17 
 

8:30-9:00am   Registration Opens 

Sankey Chamber, Brock University 

Coffee, tea, muffins and pastries served 

 

9:00-10:15am   Concurrent Panels 

 

Panel 1A   Borderlands in Historical Contexts 

Sankey Chamber, Brock University 

 

Moderator: Dr. Shannon Risk (Niagara University, History) 

 

Heidi Madden (Brock University, Canadian-American Studies)   

Front Door, Back Door, Applying Patrick McGreevy’s Theories of the End of America and the Beginning of 

Canada to Fort George and Old Fort Niagara 

 

Erin Isaac (University of Saskatchewan, History) 

Customs as Controls: International Trade in American-Canadian Borderlands in the Nineteenth Century 

 

Panel 1B   Political Cultures and Party Politics 

PL 308, Brock University 

Moderator: Dr. Marian Bredin (Brock University, Canadian Studies)  

 

Ibrahim Berrada (Laurentian University, Human Sciences) 

Canadian Political Culture: History, Collective Memory, Values, Identity and Ideology 

 

Sydney Forde (Brock University, Business Communication) 

Right Over Reason: Unnatural Voting in the Age of Populism 

 

Daley Thompson (University at Buffalo, Political Science) 

Absences and Dissension Among Canadian Members of Parliament 

 

 

10:15-10:45am   Coffee Break 

Sankey Chamber, Brock University 
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10:45-12:00pm   Concurrent Panels 

 

Panel 2A   Identity, Community and Culture 

Sankey Chamber, Brock University 

 

Moderator: Dr. Brian deRuiter (Brock University, Canadian Studies) 

 

Oleksandr Chernomorchenko (Brock University, Canadian-American Studies) 

The Linkage Between Religious Beliefs and Corporate Business Philosophy in the Hotel Industry of 

Canada and the United States 

 

Bernardo Pontes (Brock University, Canadian-American Studies) 

American Globalism vs Canadian Nationalism, Two Different Approaches to Branding 

 

Marilyn Blanchette (Brock University, French and Canadian Studies) 

Quebecois Film, Identity and Culture in Quebec and Canada 

 

Chelsea Smith (Brock University, Sociology and History) 

Agent of Chaos? Or a Reflection of American Society?  The Truth Behind Gotham’s Greatest Criminal 

 

 

Panel 2B   Changing Contexts of US-Canada Relations 

PL 308, Brock University 

 

Moderator: Dr. Marian Bredin (Brock University, Canadian Studies) 

 

Sean Cunningham (University at Buffalo, Political Science and International Trade) 

Liquefied Natural Gas in North America: An Analysis of the United States’ Exportation Position in the 

Context of its North American Free Trade Agreement Partners 

 

So Jeon (Wilfrid Laurier University, Political Science) 

Multi-Scale Dynamics of Climate Policy in Canada  

 

 

12:00-1:45pm   Buffet Lunch 

Sankey Chamber, Brock University 

For all presenters and moderators 
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2:00-3:15pm   Concurrent Panels 

 

Panel 3A   Gender, Colonialism and Conflict 

Sankey Chamber, Brock University 

 

Moderator: Dr. Katherine Roberts, Wilfrid Laurier University, North American Studies 

 

Kingsley Ofoe Doe (Brock University, Canadian-American Studies) 

The Standing Rock Sioux Protests and the Elsipogtog First Nations Protests: A Comparative Analysis of 

Media Coverage of Aboriginal Protests in Canada and the United States 

 

Bliss Gatenby (Brock University, Business Communication) 

Reinforcing Indigenous Stereotypes and Cultural Appropriation Through Sport Team Names and Mascots 

 

Caitlyn McComb (Wilfrid Laurier University, North American Studies) 

Violence Against Indigenous Women in Canada: A Colonial Legacy or Tragedy? 

 

Cheryl Brown (Wilfrid Laurier University, French) 

Mexican Female Sex Workers in the United States and Mexico Border Towns 

 

Panel 3B   Exploring Historical Myths in the Relationship Between Canada and the U.S. 

PL 308, Brock University 

 

Moderator: Dr. Shannon Risk (Niagara University, History) 

 

Elizabeth Camara (Niagara University, History) 

The Birth of Two Nations: The Treatment of Indigenous People in the Early 1600s 

 

Colin Leith (Niagara University, International Studies) 

1837 Rebellions and Responsible Government 

 

Ryan McGrath (Niagara University, History) 

Irish Immigration: Impacts on the United States and Canada 

 

Christopher Selak (Niagara University, Political Science and International Studies) 

U.S. and Canada: Interchangeable Betrayal towards Indigenous Nations 

 

 

3:15-3:30pm   Coffee Break 

Sankey Chamber, Brock University 
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3:30-4:45pm   Concurrent Panels 

 

Panel 4A   Border Crossings: Past, Present, Future 

Sankey Chamber, Brock University 

 

Moderator: Dr. Marian Bredin (Brock University, Canadian Studies) 

 

Samantha Odrowaz-Sekely (University of Toronto, American Studies and History) 

Legal Challenges to the Relevance of the 1794 Jay Treaty 

 

Michael O’Shea (University of Pennsylvania (confirm) 

The Jay Treaty of 1794: Implications for Indigenous Canadian Students in the U.S. 

 

Antonia Mwangi (Brock University, Political Science) 

Changing Dynamics of U.S.-Canada Border Security 

 

Craig Hilimoniuk (Carleton University, Political Marketing) 

Mexican Migration to the United States: Trump’s Border Wall and DACA 

 

 

Panel 4B   Comparative Perspectives on Policy and Society 

PL 308, Brock University 

 

Moderator: Ibrahim Berrada (Laurentian University, Human Sciences) 

 

Ahmed Ahmed (Brock University, Canadian-American Studies) 

The Effect Actions of Islamic Radicals on the Self-Conceptualization of North American Muslims 

 

Fauziyatu Ali (Brock University, Political Science) 

Education Policy in Ontario Schools: From Mike Harris to Dalton McGuinty 

 

Paul Coleman (University at Buffalo, Canadian-American Studies) 

Comparative Analysis of Canadian and American Special Education Policy and Practice  

 

Emmanuel Marfo Osei (Brock University, Political Science) 

The Politics of Firearms Regulation in the United States and Canada 

 

4:45-5:00pm   Concluding Remarks, Announcement of Crossing Borders Best 

Paper Prize 

Sankey Chamber, Brock University 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 

Daniel J. Broyld 

Daniel J. Broyld received an A.A in history from 

Sage Junior College of Albany (2002) and a B.A. 

from Hofstra University (2004). His M.A. is from 

SUNY Brockport (2005) and Ph.D. from Howard 

University (2011).  Prior to his arrival at CCSU, he 

taught at the University of Pittsburgh-Johnstown 

and Howard University. 

His teaching interests include public history, 

museum interpretation, material culture and 

African American and African Diaspora history. His 

current research interests include public support 

for the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad 

National Monument and community-museum 

relations as well as Black identity and migration 

along the American-Canadian borderlands. 

Broyld serves on the Board of Trustees for the 

Frederick Douglass Memorial and Historical 

Association of Washington, D.C. and has worked 

with the National Park Service to interpret Harriet 

Tubman for the new National Monument. 
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ABSTRACTS 
 

Ahmed Ahmed, Brock University 

The Effect of Actions of Islamic Radicals on the Self-Conceptualization of North American Muslims 

This paper examines the experiences of Canadian and American Muslims in the post 9/11 period in relation to the 

effect of the actions of Islamic radicals on the self-conceptualization of North American Muslims’ identity and 

social inclusion. The paper analyzes data collected from semi-structured interviews with Muslim clerics on both 

sides of the Canadian-American border, as well as data collected from questionnaires distributed to Muslim 

students at Brock University and the State University of New York at Buffalo. The paper examines the ways in which 

the actions of Islamic radical groups abroad shape the identity and social inclusion of Canadian Muslims in the 

Niagara region in comparison to American Muslims in Buffalo, New York. The paper utilizes a cross-border analysis 

approach while employing symbolic interactionism and the mosaic and melting pot theories as theoretical 

frameworks in analysing the data collected during the study. This paper demonstrates that although both Canada 

and the United States responded to the events of 9/11 similarly, Muslims in the two nations maintain different 

reactions to similar events.   

  

 

Fauziyatu Ali, Brock University 

Education Policy in Ontario Schools; from Mike Harris to Dalton McGuinty 

Elementary and Secondary School education in Canada is handled at the provincial level. Each province regulates 

funding and the curricula of the schools even though all provinces have similar systems. Ontario, from 1995-2003 

has had diverse educational policies under Mike Harris (1995-2002) and Dalton McGuinty (2003-2013). The 

difference in policies was adduced to ideological differences and divergent economic policies. The Mike Harris 

administration sought to drastically reduce education spending since it was not yielding fruitful results in schools 

as students were not performing up to expectation. Also, the conservative nature of the Harris administration gave 

little room for the funding of social policies like education. Teachers were mistreated in schools coupled with the 

little incentives they received. This led to a change of government in 2003 when Dalton McGuinty made education 

a top priority. He won the 2003 provincial elections subsequently putting in place funding systems for elementary 

and secondary schools and also improving the curricula through the whole system reform.    

 

 

Ibrahim Berrada, Laurentian University 

Canadian Political Culture: History, Collective Memory, Values, Identity and Ideology 

This paper provides a conceptual analysis of political culture in a Canadian context, important for better 

understanding socio-political issues that govern state processes and civic relations. Canada is made up of regional 

political cultures, however, a single united, overarching political culture is typically unidentifiable. This paper 

analyzes three key theories frequently referenced in political and sociological discourse and used to distinguish 

the origin and evolution of Canadian political culture. Political Sociologist Seymour Martin Lipset’s theory of 

formative events indicates the importance of significant historical events such as the American Revolution, the 

Conquest, the BNA Act, and the Quiet Revolution, which shape the way Canadian political ideology and political 

identity are formed. Sociologist Max Weber’s theory of the origin expands on differences of current societal and 

political structures in connection with how a social order developed from its point of origin. While Political Scientist 

Louis Hartz’s theory of fragmented societies explores New World orders, often basing their ideals on European 

political philosophies contributing to a nation's political culture. These theories identify values and predispositions 

of citizens towards the role of government. These predispositions are composed of a variety of beliefs, sentiments, 
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attitudes, perceptions, assumptions, and presumptions. The theorists agree that historical analysis of Canadian 

political culture is a necessary step to understanding modern-day socio-political processes. This paper expands 

on these theories, using a historical analysis, to establish the fluid components that make up a national political 

culture.  

 

 

Marilyn Blanchette, Brock University 

Quebecois Film, Identity and Culture in Quebec and Canada 

With the use of Quebecois films, I intend to examine Quebec in relation to rest of Canada. More specifically, the 

focus of this work will be centered around identity and cultural similarities and differences between the two 

populations. I intend to argue that although Quebec appears to be a nation within a nation, through these films, 

the essence of unity of both identities can be attained. My goal is to these works with the least amount of bias in 

order to have a clear and unifying dissertation that looks to representing Canada as a unique nation made up of 

a multicultural identity that can be reflected through film. Through my own interpretations and the method of 

textual analysis, this thesis will be looking at films from the 2000s, consisting of Bon Cop, Bad Cop from 2006 

directed by Eric Canuel and Kevin Tierney’s French Immersion released in 2011. In addition, the evidence to support 

my thesis will derive from the films themselves and the use of additional books pertaining to Canadian film and 

articles that will provide me with further knowledge on interpreting the symbolism of these films. Through the use 

of comedy, a direct look at Quebecois and Anglophone Canadians’ relationship, as well as the incorporation of 

stereotypes and myths, these will be used as highlighting aspects of displaying these nations dualities that have 

the potential to be unified as seen through such films.   

 

Cheryl Brown, Wilfred Laurier University 

Mexican Female Sex Workers in the United States and Mexico Border Towns 
 

Prostitution is considered to be one of the oldest known professions throughout history. Presently, prostitution 

can be seen within many communities and societies, at times for culture or political reasons, or simply for human 

interaction and pleasure. A high concentration of prostitution can be seen within the Mexican-United States 

borderlands, depicting a geographical area built upon the notion of sexual pleasure. This research paper will be 

examining the role in which Mexican female sex-workers have within the border towns of Mexico and the United 

States. This paper will analyse the history of prostitution within the Mexican-United States borderlands in order 

determine the how the state border impacts these female sex-workers, as well as being able to elaborate upon 

the perception that the borderlands were created for pleasure. Additionally, examining the perpetual cycle of 

female sex-workers injecting drugs within the border towns of Mexico and the United States will help determine 

the numerous factors associated with this ever-growing, dangerous and health risking profession.  Furthermore, 

this paper will analyse the female power structures seen throughout these businesses and if the legalization of 

prostitution would appear to be beneficial or perilous.   

 

 

Elizabeth Camara, Niagara University 

The Birth of Two Nations: The Treatment of Indigenous People in the Early 1600s 
 

This paper will address the myth that the treatment of Native Americans in the United States differed greatly from 

the treatment of First Nations in Canada. To be more specific, I will be looking at two main groups during the first 

European settlements in the early 1600s. On the Canadian side of the border, I will look at interactions between 

the French and Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) people in Quebec City in 1608. In the United States, my focus will be 

on the Wampanoags and the English in Jamestown in 1607. Contemporary myths enforce the idea that European 

settlers in Canada treated the indigenous population better than European settlers in the United States. In reality 
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both European groups oppressed the Native population with whom they came into contact. Another false story is 

that the Native population easily gave up their land to Europeans. Some can argue that the maltreatment of the 

native population was based on white supremacy and manifest destiny. I decided to call this paper Birth of Two 

Nations because the success of the European settlers in United States and Canada came from the downfall of the 

indigenous people. 

 

 

Oleksandr Chernomorchenko, Brock University 

The Linkage Between Religious Beliefs and Corporate Business Philosophy in the Hotel Industry of Canada 

and the United States 
 

This study examined the relationship between religious beliefs of hotel entrepreneurs from Canada (Isadore Sharp, 

founder of the Four Seasons) and the United States (Conrad Hilton and J.W. Marriott), and the corporate business 

philosophies of their companies. The similarities and differences were compared and contrasted based on a close 

analysis of their individual work ethic and business practices. The study analyzed three sets of data: 

(auto)biographies, which largely take the form of business memoirs; reference literature including discipline-

specific encyclopedias; scholarly articles; and contemporary (with regard to these entrepreneurs) business and 

popular press. The study examined how personal religious beliefs influenced business practices of hoteliers in 

Canada and the United States. The goal of this research was to determine the differences between the corporate 

philosophies of Canadian hoteliers and American hoteliers with respect to their faith-based business ethics.  The 

author found that although hotel companies founded in Canada and the United States differ based on size, level, 

class and international involvement, the religion of their founders was the key contributing factor that shaped the 

company business philosophy in the hospitality industry. In particular, the corporate philosophy of Canadian 

hotelier, Isadore Sharp, reflected the “mosaic” nature of Canada by allowing religious plurality, whereas the 

corporate philosophies of the American hotel entrepreneurs, Hilton and Marriott, reflected the “melting pot” 

nature of the United States. This study seeks to emphasize the importance of future multidisciplinary research in 

this area.   

 

Paul Coleman, University at Buffalo 

Comparative Analysis of Canadian and American Special Education Policy and Practice  
 

The United States educational system is in disarray and many are quick to state that the quality of an American 

education is inferior to that of other advanced nations. While educators are easily able to admit that the system is 

broken and in need of fixing, many are unable to create concrete ways in which to improve the “broken” system. 

At the root of this “broken” system is the Department of Education which is currently led by one of the most 

controversial figures of the Donald Trump Administration, Betsy DeVos.  Primarily, the controversy stems from the 

lack of educational leadership experience possessed by DeVos and thus whether or not she is equipped to address 

the most pressing of American Educational Policies.  Meanwhile, the Canadian education system outranks the 

United States in every major educational poll such as the education poll released by US News and World Reports 

when it comes to the ‘quality of education’. This research examines A.) the history of Special Education in both the 

United States and Canada, while comparing the variety of different choices in both counties (e.g. “public” vs 

“private”) and how special education is delivered in each environment; B.) Investigates differing policies amongst 

the two countries examining education on a local, state/provincial and national level and concurrently discussing 

the impact of teachers’ unions on education; C.)  Delivers a direct comparative between Clark County Nevada (fifth 

largest school district in the US) and Edmonton Alberta (sixth largest district in Canada); Clark County is adopting 

an educational model proven to be successful in Edmonton for over 40 years; D.) Provides a comparative analysis 

of Canadian and American education systems, as well as, policy recommendations for the Department of Education 

in order to improve American ratings based on the success of Canadian schools.  
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Sean Cunningham, University at Buffalo 

Liquefied Natural Gas in North America: An Analysis of the United States’ Exportation Position in the 

Context of its North American Free Trade Agreement Partners 
 

Liquefied natural gas is a growing export product for the United States. Large quantities can be easier to transport 

than traditional energy sources, and demand for the product is increasing as countries in the developing world 

improve industrially. The United States has become a leader in the exportation of the gas, but there are some 

restrictions that inhibit the country from advancing in the global trade. This paper analyzes the capabilities of the 

United States in its production and exportation of LNG, particularly in relation to its two immediate neighbors and 

most trusted trading partners, Mexico and Canada. Additionally, the paper focuses on where the United States, 

and its partners could improve their trading relationship in the good both continentally and globally.  Finally, the 

paper lays the framework for the course of action necessary for the three countries to survive in the LNG trade, 

should the North American Free Trade Agreement fail. With uncertainty looming over the existing NAFTA talks, 

understanding what is at stake for each nation will be vital in determining how to at least preserve and ideally 

advance the United States as a leading exporter in the production and exportation of the fuel source.  

 

 

Kingsley Ofoe Doe, Brock University 

The Standing Rock Sioux Protests and the Elsipogtog First Nations Protests: A Comparative Analysis of 

Media Coverage of Aboriginal Protests in Canada and the United States 
 

While much of the scholarship on media representation of Aboriginal people in Canada and the United States (US) 

has mostly been country specific, this research compares the news-media representation of Aboriginal people 

between the two countries. Purposive sampling was used to select mainstream English language news networks; 

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and National Post in Canada; Fox News and New York Times in the US. 

Randomly selected news items (N=22) for the Elsipogtog shale gas protests in Canada, and (N=21) of the Standing 

Rock pipeline protests in the US, in different two-week periods in both countries. Comparative qualitative content 

analysis was used to analyse and contrast the news content and its social construction of Indigenous people when 

they engaged in specific environmental protests in the two countries. The analysis reveals that content in Canadian 

news media is more sympathetic to the environmental rights activism of indigenous people in Canada than the 

US media is of its Aboriginal people. The findings also reveal that there is no significant difference in the responses 

of the Canadian and American governments to these Aboriginal environmental protests. Both governments largely 

adopted aggressive tactics to countermand the protests.  

 

 

Sydney Forde, Brock University 

Right Over Reason: Unnatural Voting in the Age of Populism 
 

This research explores the current political phenomenon of western democracies’ collective shift towards rising 

radical right populism by examining the seemingly “unnatural” support of lower-income people for Conservative 

parties. Surveys and focus group data collection was conducted in Canada, the “last remaining western democracy 

to truly embrace multiculturalism… without a far-right backlash” (Mudde, 2016, p. 352), in the nation’s conservative 

stronghold of central Alberta. This research focuses on the question: How do lower/middle-income Canadian 

Conservative Party supporters articulate their understanding of and support for conservative values and beliefs? 

The hypothesis claims that these individuals vote against their own social and economic interests due to 

hegemonic ideologies that are reinforced through news media. The participants’ discussions and survey responses 

showed no correlation between their economic and social values and those of the Conservative Party of Canada’s. 

Participants demonstrated their susceptibility to right-wing media influence in an activity that removed news 

organizations identification from a selection of Twitter headlines reporting breaking news on the 2016 Manchester 

Arena bombing from multiple right and left-wing sources. Participants were then asked to select the news headline 
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they were most likely to access for further information based solely on the language and content of the sources, 

thus providing insight into their preferences of media appeals. Further analysis of findings connected the 

ideological perspectives of participants with those espoused by America’s top viewed cable news network, Fox 

News. Connections between this type of manipulative news construct, participants’ expressed fears and issue 

biases, susceptibility to thematic media appeal, and lack of correlation between voter and party values are 

important findings. They confirm that media reinforcements of ideological preference act as a force pushing low-

middle income Canadians away from their social and economic interests. This research is important as it reflects 

on a small but arguably representative and important piece of the radical right puzzle.  

 

Bliss Gatenby, Brock University 

Reinforcing Indigenous Stereotypes and Cultural Appropriation Through Sport Team Names and Mascots 
 

Stereotypical images and appropriation of Indigenous culture occur over-and-over again through sport mascots 

and team names. This creates a space for non-Indigenous people to engage in Indigenous culture but in a way 

that has a negative impact on the Indigenous community and culture. Some examples of sport teams that are 

participating in cultural appropriation of Indigenous culture are: the Edmonton Eskimos, Washington Redskins, 

Chicago Blackhawks, Cleveland Indians, and the Kansas City Chiefs. Through reading each of these team names, it 

is identifiable that they are outdated, politically incorrect or reinforce Indigenous stereotypes (i.e. Redskins, or 

Eskimos). Furthermore, through looking at these team logos, it is identifiable that there is a use of Indigenous 

cultural elements in them, which appropriates Indigenous culture (Appendix A). For instance, using a feather, which 

is a sacred cultural object for Indigenous people. Moreover, this creates a clashing of cultures between Indigenous 

people and non-Indigenous people who are playing Indigenous by dressing up to support their teams at sporting 

events (see appendix B). When doing so, they are playing into an image of what Indigenous people should look 

like, that the sport team has reinforced through their logos and mascots. This creates a stereotype threat for 

Indigenous people, because they feel the need to live up to the stereotype they are portrayed as through these 

sport teams (Tyree, 2011). Therefore, there needs to be a change in Canadian and American sport teams. These 

teams should not be allowed to exploit Indigenous culture for their benefit, furthering playing into the stereotype 

of what non-Indigenous people expect Indigenous people to act and look like.   

 

 

Craig Hilimoniuk, Carleton University 

Mexican Migration to the United States: Trump’s Border Wall and DACA 
 

The relationship between Mexico and the United States is multifaceted. Common interests such as free trade 

brought forth through NAFTA exist, yet relations can still be tenuous. At the present, the most pressing strain on 

Mexican-United States relations is arguably the issue of Mexican migration to the United States. The election of 

President Donald J. Trump, who advocates for the deportation of illegal Mexican immigrants, and the construction 

of a border wall along the U.S-Mexico demarcation line; highlights an active stance towards managing Mexican 

migration to the United States. President Trump’s campaign rhetoric and potential action, is not entirely new but 

rather more aggressively articulated. Means of deterring Mexican migration to the United States have become 

further pronounced since the 1990’s, but date back to the Eisenhower administration. The complexity of migration 

is not one dimensional, as relevant factors in the United States and Mexico have perpetuated the issue overtime. 

This paper highlights the motivating forces and rationales behind Mexican migration to the United States. 

Specifically, it examines why unauthorized Mexican migration continues to persist, how has it been addressed by 

the United States, calling into question the policy options pursued.   
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Erin Isaac, University of Saskatchewan 

Customs as Controls: International Trade in American-Canadian Borderlands in the Nineteenth Century 
 

Throughout the nineteenth century, the United States relied on its Customs Service and Consular agents to 

maintain control over outlying regions along the Canada-United States border. As a result of this dependence, the 

annual reports and official correspondences produced by these government officials help establish how the 

American government perceived its position in the borderland and the variety of approaches it employed to 

extend its control. Federal offices regarded the border as controlled ports of entry, where trade between the United 

States and Canadian communities relied on the willing participation of the American government. Borderland 

communities, comparatively, considered international trade to be essential to their livelihood and saw the border 

as fluid. The implementation of tariffs and the end of the Reciprocity Treaty, the creation of the Customs Mounted 

Inspectors (later the Border Patrol), and the establishment of an increasing number of customs ports through the 

nineteenth century “hardened” the United States-Canada border.   

 

 

So Jeon, Wilfrid Laurier University 

Multi-Scale Dynamics of Climate Policy in Canada  
 

2016 marked a historic year for Canada - the federal government announced its firm commitment to national 

climate policy, investing in clean energy technology and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Domestically, the 

Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change envisions an ambitious future with a low-

carbon economy. However, there is considerable disagreement as to whether the Plan matches the realities of 

Canada’s conflicting energy and environmental goals, let alone its international commitment to the UNFCCC 

climate mitigation targets. As the global demand for fossil fuels continues to increase, Canada’s carbon energy 

production is expected to rise in the future. There is already a visible tension between the federal and provincial 

governments on how to achieve such green economy targets, as seen by the current pipeline disputes between 

Ottawa, British Columbia and Alberta. Complicating this picture considerably are climate and energy policy 

developments in the U.S., both at the national and state levels. This paper sketches out the domestic, multi-

scale dynamics of climate policy in Canada, and also shows how this policy area is impacted by interactions with 

American jurisdictions and actors, to create a very complex policy environment.  

 

 

Colin Leith, Niagara University 

1837 Rebellions and Responsible Government 
 

This paper will address the impact of the 1837-1838 Rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada against the British-

Canadian government. I will break my paper down into the causes, arguments of both sides and the results of the 

rebellions. The reason for the rebellions can be linked to the idea of responsible government. Responsible 

government in Canada referred to the idea that the Canadian government should depend on those elected by the 

people rather than the monarchy in Britain. This movement began in the early 1830s and created a split between 

those who favored British style governments and those who favored American style governments. The tensions 

between the Patriotes rebels, British Regulars and the Anglophone extremists led to a series of violent rebellions 

in both Upper and Lower Canada with support of American groups. The peak of the rebellions led to the rebels 

taking control of Navy Island in the Niagara River. Ultimately this rebellion was disbanded by the British Loyalists 

along with other rebellions in Toronto. Historians debate whether these rebellions led to the unification of Upper 

and Lower Canada and a responsible government, or that responsible government was going to occur anyway 

and the rebellions simply slowed it down.   
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Heidi Madden, Brock University 

Front Door, Back Door, Applying Patrick McGreevy’s Theories of the End of America and the Beginning of 

Canada to Fort George and Old Fort Niagara 
 

Cultural Geographer Patrick McGreevy has characterized the national boundary marked by the Niagara River as a 

“wall of mirrors, reflecting back different meanings to Canadians and Americans.” This paper examines how this 

history and the subsequent development of the two forts at the mouth of the Niagara River, Fort George on the 

Canadian side and Old Fort Niagara on the American side reflect back different national narratives to their 

respective countries. In addition, the legacy of the War of 1812 and the constructed understanding of this conflict 

are assessed as a way to trace attitudes towards the other country over the ensuing years. This comparative 

framework, based primarily on the textual analysis of printed promotional materials, allows for a direct analysis of 

the role of historic sites in creating and sustaining national mythologies. This analysis is also contrasted to onsite 

observations of the present-day forts, their surrounding landscapes, and their current respective museum displays. 

This expands on the differing national narratives found in the printed material which will add to the ongoing 

conversation regarding the meaning of the border in the binational Niagara region.  

 

 

Caitlyn McComb, Wilfrid Laurier University 

Violence Against Indigenous Women in Canada: A Colonial Legacy or Tragedy? 
 

In 2015 the Canadian government launched its National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 

and Girls (MMIW) (2015), identifying that it was one of the most urgently important issues facing Canadian society. 

This inquiry marks a pivotal moment in Canadian history where either a true reckoning may begin with regards to 

the imbedded colonial legacy of violence against Indigenous women in Canada or the status quo upheld. This 

paper will use Sherene Razack’s research on violence against women (2016) and the concepts of gendered 

disposability and Indigenous dysfunction to explore this topic. It will examine the murder of dozens of women in 

the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver, and the lack of attention given to their plight by the police, as an example 

of gendered disposability. As Amber Dean (2015) argues, the Downtown Eastside provides a clear example of how 

disposability and dysfunction work to sanction the physical violence many Indigenous women experience. 

Ultimately, the three goals portrayed as solutions to the problem of colonial violence are simple. Primarily, to 

identify measures that will eliminate violence against Indigenous women and girls, to provide justice, and lastly to 

incorporate practices that address the systemic violence these women face. However, achieving them is the part 

that remains complex. Can Canada learn about its colonial history and still be doomed to repeat past injustices?  

 

 

Ryan McGrath, Niagara University 

Irish Immigration: Impacts on the United States and Canada 
 

This paper will address the diaspora of the Irish people and the impacts that Irish immigrants had on the histories 

of the United States and Canada. Many historians cover the massive wave of Irish immigration as a result of the 

great potato famine between 1845 to 1849, but I argue that the Irish in the U.S. and Canada have had a much 

deeper history than what is popularly depicted. Famine and starvation is something that is not a new concept to 

the Irish people, and when the potato famine of 1845 hit, the Irish had already had a long history of escaping the 

motherland in survival attempts following famine and plague. British North America proved to the Irish that 

upward movement through socio-economic levels was more likely in the colonies than at home and this was also 

a cause for the mass migration. From the 17th century fishing communities of Newfoundland to the urban hub of 

New York City during the mid-1800s, the Irish have made lasting impacts on the economies and cultures of both 

the United States and Canada. The Irish have made their overwhelming presence felt from the rural farming 

communities in Canada to urban sheriff’s offices in the United States. In this paper I will also be discussing the 
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major roles that religion plays in the complex history of Irish immigrant communities throughout Canada and the 

U.S.     

 

 

Antonia Mwangi, Brock University 

Changing Dynamics of U.S.-Canada Border Security 
 

The Treaty of Westphalia gave rise to state sovereignty which in turn made national security a primal and core 

instinct for states. As a result of 9/11, the US sought to heighten its border security due to fear of “further” 

infiltration by terrorists. Peter Andreas in his article The Mexicanization of the US-Canada Border indicates that in 

post 9/11 US, Canada received equal political scrutiny as Mexico due to the long-shared border that was 

considered porous, and as a security threat to the US. Existing literature suggests that in a more globalized world, 

borders are losing their meaning and should be abolished to accelerate economic growth among states. This 

becomes ironical as increased manning of the US-Canada border is evident especially with the rise of trans-

national organized crimes, and an influx of terrorist organizations. Advancement in technology has made the 

nature of crime more sophisticated, and this has influenced counter measures taken by border authorities in 

response. This paper will look at the US-Canada border and how 9/11 intensified security not only in the US side 

of the border but also in Canada. Also, it will look at what politics come into play regarding border security, and 

the laws and agreements that Canada and the US have entered into to safeguard the border. With a new US 

government, it is worth examining how threats to exit the North Atlantic Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) will 

change the dynamics of border security coupled with the free movement of goods and services.   

 

 

Samantha Odrowaz-Sekely, University of Toronto 

Legal Challenges to the Relevance of the 1794 Jay Treaty 
 

This paper is part of a larger initiative, the Jay Treaty Project, with Crossing Borders veteran Michael O'Shea. This 

paper examines the complex legal reality of the 1794 Jay Treaty that established the border between British North 

America and the recently formed United States of America. The Treaty guaranteed indigenous peoples whose 

communities were divided by the border the right to free passage, however, the execution of this has been much 

more complex. This paper focuses on two legal cases to illustrate this. The first case, Karnuth v. United States, 

argued if the Treaty was annulled in the War of 1812, therefore giving it existential uncertainty. The second case 

is Francis v. The Queen (1954), in which Indigenous man Louis Francis claimed that the Jay Treaty should ensure 

that he should not have to pay an import tariff on goods he imported to Canada from the United States. This case 

challenged the details of the Jay Treaty's seemingly universal language. The final section of this paper offers some 

considerations for how these legal disputes may more broadly affect indigenous peoples guaranteed free 

movement under the Jay Treaty.  

 

 

Emmanuel Marfo Osei 

The Politics of Firearms Regulation in the United States and Canada 
 

Following recent mass shootings in the US, the issue of gun control has once again received public attention with 

many calling for new legislation to limit access to firearms. As messages of condolences pour in from the corridors 

of power, the question that arises is whether any drastic action could be taken to alter the status-quo?  Relying on 

available literature, this paper undertook a comparative analysis of the issue of gun control in the United States 

and Canada to establish the differences and to offer a perspective for viewing the issue within the context of policy 

making in the two countries. The paper found that significant differences exist in respect of the politics and the 

institutional arrangements in the US and Canada and has largely accounted for the differences in the way the issue 

of gun control has been handled over the years. It is argued that, whereas in Canada, a drastic change in gun 
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control policy is possible, same cannot be said of the US. Proponents of new gun control measures in the US must, 

therefore, be measured in their expectations due to this reality.   

 

 

Michael O’Shea, University of Pennsylvania 

The Jay Treaty of 1794: Implications for Indigenous Canadian Students in the U.S. 
 

This paper and presentation are updates of the work that I presented at the 2017 Crossing Borders Conference, 

which explored the impact of the Jay Treaty of 1794 on Indigenous Canadian students seeking to study in the U.S. 

This year’s updated project, “The Jay Treaty of 1794: Implications for Indigenous Canadian Students in the U.S.”, 

strengthens this argument with new findings from our late surveying, archival research, and interviews. In a very 

tangible way, this year’s submission builds on last year’s work. At the 2017 conference, I met Samantha Odrowaz-

Sekely, who secured grant funding and worked as a research assistant on this project. Signed between the U.S. 

and Great Britain, The Jay Treaty defined the contemporary U.S.-Canadian border and recognized the rights of 

Indigenous North Americans to freely traverse that border. Through the Jay Treaty and later legislation and court 

rulings, Indigenous Canadian students should have the right to establish residence in the U.S., qualify for in-state 

tuition at public postsecondary institutions, and receive federal student aid. However, the process of doing so is 

complicated and not well understood by either prospective students and their advocates or U.S. immigrant agents. 

Political developments over the last year add extra urgency to fully understanding and protecting Indigenous land 

and border rights, as President Trump has made restrictive immigration policies, heightened border security, and 

fossil fuel expansion (often through violating Indigenous land claims) centerpieces of his agenda.   

 

 

Bernardo Pontes, Brock University 

American Globalism vs Canadian Nationalism, Two Different Approaches to Branding 
 

The starting point of every brand is its Core Concept which according to Franzen and Moriarty is “the mental 

representation of the most basic characteristics. Core Concepts are not “one shot”, timeless elaborations. A 

constant effort has to be made to ensure that meanings, setting, values and links are still vivid and relevant over 

time. A resigned stance, may lead even the most well-established brand to obsolescence or inadequacy as social 

reality evolves. Analyzing the 50 most valuable Canadian Brands and 15 other that are leaders in consumer-

oriented segments such as clothing, beverages, fast food I identified that more than 70% of them refer directly to 

some kind of nationalist icon or to some personal figure of Anglo/French origin. In the US we encounter the 

diametrically opposite picture. 71% of the most valuable brand are representations of concepts that do not rely 

on any nationalist or personal reference. The recent political agenda of North America has placed important 

challenges to the US-Canada relationship. With “America First” as a motto, the questioning of NAFTA and a 

growing distance in positions around economy, environment and immigration, the road ahead seems not offer 

the smooth ride of the past, making it more and more natural for Canada to trail a broader path in international 

markets. But are other countries and cultures willing to consume products and services that explicitly promote 

Canadian nationalist icons? 

 

Christopher Selak, Niagara University 

U.S. and Canada: Interchangeable Betrayal towards Indigenous Nations 
 

This paper will discuss the hidden treacheries upon indigenous tribes that lay within the historic past of both the 

United States and Canada. The project will ultimately uncover the deception and broken promises made to native 

tribes continuously over a 100-year span. Prior to the Indian Removal Act of 1830, the United States promised 

indigenous tribes that it was their right to the land they were living on. The U.S. government said that all together, 

the tribes were adequately assimilated to the “their idea” of white settlement. But then the government decided if 

the Native people moved west, they would greatly prosper and live happier, healthier lives. On May 28, 1830, the 
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Indian Removal Act was enacted in the United States of America, forcing them out. The Cherokee tribe resisted, 

writing letters to the Senate and House of Representatives pleading to remain settled. They were eventually forced 

on an 800-mile death march known as the “Trail of Tears”.  In 1763 Canada, in the aftermath of the French and 

Indian War, the British wanted to strengthen control of their North American territories. The British created a 

promise to shield the native people from white settler attacks. This ultimately masked the truth that befell the 

indigenous tribes living in Canada in the next thirty years.  Treaties, agreements and promises made by political 

officials both in the United State and Canada to ensure the safety, livelihood and stability of the indigenous people 

fell apart. This heinous dishonesty was intended to deceive a highly intelligent society in order to make way for 

manifest destiny.   

 

 

Chelsea Smith, Brock University 

Agent of Chaos? Or a Reflection of American Society?  The Truth Behind Gotham’s Greatest Criminal 
 

Ever since his creation in 1939, the villain of the Batman comic series, the Joker, has had an unstated, yet very 

specific purpose (other than to be defeated by Batman); as this paper will demonstrate, he represents and reflects 

the fears and anxieties of American society at any given time period. What has been deemed ‘scary’ by society has 

changed throughout the decades, and the Joker’s repeated transformations follow these changes. Aside from 

being a villain mastermind in Gotham, Joker has been, among other things, a depression era-gangster, a post-war 

rebel, even the head of a modern-day terrorist group and a computer hacker. Each manifestation, while sharing 

the same name and a fondness for suits, exhibits different personalities, characteristics and desires, all of which 

change to reflect the darkest parts of American society, as they are perceived in the wider culture. In this way, the 

Joker becomes, for readers of this comic, a demonstration of the changing landscape of fear in America.  

 

Daley Thompson, University at Buffalo 

Absences and Dissension Among Canadian Members of Parliament 

Abstention and dissention are important aspects of the parliamentary voting process. These actions can influence 

the passage of a bill or the course of a country without the elected official ever having to cast a vote. However, 

aside from a few exceptions (Fazekas, Hansen), we have found the body of research on this subject sorely lacking. 

If the field of study is confined to research done on abstention/dissention within the Canadian parliament, then 

there are barely any examples of published work. This paper will focus on rates of dissention and abstention among 

Canadian members of Parliament. We will divide the Canadian MP population along several lines, analyzing five 

main variables that we believe may exert influence over a given MP’s rate of abstention or dissention. The 

population of an MP’s riding and the distance of that riding from the government in Ottawa will be factored into 

the analysis. Alongside this, parliamentary seniority, gender, and whether or not an MP has been appointed to a 

Cabinet post will be considered. Data for each of these variables will be matched to every MP that was present in 

the Canadian parliament immediately after the 2004 federal election. The data for these members of the 38th 

Parliament will then be analyzed to determine what variables, if any, had a statistically significant relationship with 

a given MP’s career rate of abstention and dissention.   
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