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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA offers a wealth of birding opportunities throughout the year. Habitats range from Carolinian forest to southern acid peat bog and from two
Great Lakes and the Niagara River to area sewage ponds. For waterfowl, gulls and shorebirds, Lakes Ontario and Erie can be very productive. The Niagara River in the winter
months is legendary for thousands of gulls of many species. Inland, the numerous conservation areas, municipal parks, natural ponds and lakes, and man-made water facilities such as
landfill sites, water treatment plants and sewage ponds can be rewarding for birding enthusiasts. The Short Hills Provincial Park and the Wainfleet Bog are also highly productive during the spring and fall migration periods.
This article is divided into five sections with subsections as shown below. At the beginning of each section we indicate the various trips we usually make when we bird the area
and how long it takes us to cover each section. For further information on hotspots, the
reader is encouraged to consult the following websites: Niagara Peninsula Conservation
Authority, Ontario Trails Council, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (Natural Heritage
Information Centre), Metro Toronto Zoo and Brock University Department of Tourism and
the Environment.
The Lake Ontario Shoreline
• From Fifty Point Conservation Area to
the Port Weller Piers
and Malcolmson Eco-Park
• From the Port Weller Piers and
Malcolmson Eco-Park to
Niagara-on-the-Lake
The Niagara River
• From Niagara-on-the-Lake to the
Queenston Boat Launch
and the Adam Beck Overlook
• From Queenston Boat Launch and the
Adam Beck Overlook to Niagara Falls
and the International Niagara Control
Works in Chippawa
• From Chippawa to Fort Erie

Illustration / Rick Manners

The northern portion
of the Niagara Region
• Beamer Memorial Conservation Area
• Grasslands
• Wetlands and Sewage Ponds
• Woodlands
The Lake Erie Shoreline
• From Fort Erie to Ridgeway
• From Ridgeway to Port Colborne
• From Port Colborne to Long Beach
The southern portion
of the Niagara Region
• Erie Beach and Morgan’s Point
Conservation Area
• Humberstone Marsh Conservation Area
• Mud Lake Conservation Area
• Stevensville Conservation Park
• Wainfleet Bog Conservation Area
• Wainfleet Wetlands Conservation Area
• Willoughby Marsh Conservation Area
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Long-tailed Ducks
Barry Cherriere

The Lake
Ontario Shoreline
Katherine J. Stoltz

This stretch of the Lake Ontario shoreline is the Niagara
portion of the Lake Ontario Mid-winter Waterfowl Inventory.
LARGE

NUMBERS OF DUCKS, GEESE AND SWANS CAN BE SEEN at almost any spot along the shoreline,
although Fifty Point Conservation Area, Vineland, the Port Weller piers and the mouth of the Niagara River
at Niagara-on-the-Lake are the premier spots. In the spring the shoreline is also productive for loons and
grebes and in the fall all three jaeger species are possible. Allow perhaps one half day for the trip from Fifty
Point Conservation Area to Vineland and Port Weller in St. Catharines. The shoreline east of Port Weller to
Niagara-on-the-Lake is not usually very productive and minimal time should be allotted to bird this portion of the shoreline. In the spring the Port Weller area, with its two piers and Malcolmson Eco-Park, is one
of our premier areas for migrant passerines. One can easily spend a half-day or more at these locations.
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From Fifty Point Conservation Area to the Port Weller Piers
and Malcolmson Eco-Park
Fifty Point Conservation Area
A small creek running approximately through the middle of Fifty Point Conservation
Area marks the boundary between the Municipal Regions of Niagara and Hamilton.
To reach this conservation area, take the Fifty Point exit from the Queen Elizabeth Way
(QEW) and proceed north to the North Service Road. Turn right and almost immediately a short cut-off road, Lockport Road, to the left takes you to Baseline Road, which
turns into Winston Road. Continue right approximately two hundred metres to the
park entrance on your left (1761142E 4785798N). (Fee $8 at the time of writing.) From
the fee booth, turn left. The road will circle to the right. At the fork in the road turn
right again. Once across the small boundary creek, turn left into the waterfront parking
lot. On your right you will see the beach area, and up the hill is the picnic area. Walk
toward the picnic tables and from this highest shoreline point scan the lake for waterfowl, gulls and other birds. The Fifty Point area is arguably the best place in Niagara to
find Parasitic and Pomarine Jaegers, and on occasion Long-tailed Jaegers, from late
August to early November providing weather conditions are harsh with strong northwest winds. This site is the most reliable location for Northern Gannet, a bird that
seems to be almost annual from late October to early December.
Rarities here have included an American Oystercatcher which was photographed on
the beach on 2 November 1985. Sabine’s Gull and Black-legged Kittiwake are seen here
with some regularity. A female Common Eider was observed in June 1995. A Western
Grebe remained at this location for nine days and a Pacific Loon for six days, both in
November 2004. A Bell’s Vireo was identified here on 18 October 1984.
Kelson Avenue, the next access road to Lake Ontario, is a further 0.6 km east along
Winston Road, where you will turn left. This road runs parallel to the east end of the
conservation area. Park at the end of the road and walk to the lakeshore. From this
location you can observe many of the birds on the lake. Immediately to your right
you will see the Department of National Defense Rifle Range that is out of bounds
to birders.
Grimsby Sewage Ponds
(formerly known as the Winona Sewage Ponds)
Return to Winston Road and turn left. Travel 0.5 km to the Grimsby sewage ponds on
your left (17612401E 4785504N). Parking here is restricted to the west side of Winston
Road or the small parking area of the two Regional Niagara Works Department buildings. The ponds can be accessed from behind these two buildings or by walking north
along a dirt road to the east (612535E 4785456N). Access to the north pond is now
restricted by a fence. Be sure to respect any no trespassing signs.
Rarities seen here include a Yellow-billed Loon observed in Lake Ontario off these
sewage ponds on 7 May 1966. One year later on 4 May 1967 another was identified in
the lake off nearby Oakes Road. An American Oystercatcher was located on the edge
of the ponds on 2 November 1985, a female Lark Bunting was discovered here on
13-14 October 1990, two Glossy Ibis in September 2002, and a male Eurasian Wigeon
in July 2000. Continue east along Winston Road 1.3 km from the Grimsby sewage
ponds to Place Polonaise at Hunter Road (613555E 4785175N). An adult Laughing Gull
was located loafing on the grass at this private club on 3 May 1989.
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Lakeshore at the Grimsby Marina
The next point of interest is a small parking area near the Grimsby Marina. To reach this
location, continue east on Winston Road and drive past Casablanca Boulevard where
Winston Road becomes the North Service Road. Continue east and bear left. Then turn
right on Olive Street (3.3 km) and where it intersects Elizabeth Street (0.8 km) turn left
and travel to a point where Elizabeth Street ends and intersects Lakeside Drive (0.5 km).
At this point continue straight ahead and drive down a small grade to the free parking area
(17617571E 4784482N). There is open water here even in the winter. Brant, Wood Duck
and Green-winged Teal have been found here. On 24 August 2008, an immature Yellowcrowned Night-Heron was photographed at this location.
Shoreline between Beamsville and Vineland
Return along Elizabeth Street to Olive Street and turn left. At the end of Olive Street, make
a right turn onto Ontario Street (Grimsby), cross over the QEW, and turn left to access the
QEW Niagara bound. Take the Beamsville Ontario Street exit ramp, and turn left (north),
then right onto the North Service Road. Driving east between Beamsville and Vineland,
several roads provide access to Lakeshore Road along the Lake Ontario shoreline including
Tufford Road North, Merritt Road North, Maple Grove Road North (where 56 King Eider
were documented one winter), Cherry Avenue North and Martin Road North. These roads
to the lake should be birded for potential rafts of waterfowl, gulls or other birds. Be mindful of private property and all no trespassing signs. Continue east on the North Service
Road a short distance to Victoria Avenue (Regional Road 24), Vineland.
Lake Shoreline at Vineland
Once on Victoria Avenue (Regional Road 24 (630430E 4783002N)), drive north toward the
lake to Verity Lane at the end of the road (630105E 4783762N). Park along this laneway and
scan the lake as this location affords a wide view of the lake to scope for waterfowl, loons,
grebes and other birds. Rarities here have included Northern Gannet, King Eider, Parasitic
and Pomarine Jaegers and Purple Sandpiper. The Agriculture Canada property at 4902
Victoria Avenue may be worth birding in the spring. A Yellow-throated Warbler, a rare bird
for the Niagara Region, was sighted in the trees at the north end of the property on 15 May
1996. In the nearby Jordan Harbour, a historical record exists of Purple Gallinule found
there on 11 September 1937. Two American White Pelicans were observed there on
17 November 1991 with at least one bird remaining to 13 January 1992.
Best Western Beacon Harbourside Inn
Continue 2.2 km east on the North Service Road to the next destination, the Best Western
Beacon Harbourside Inn property on the lake where there is free parking (17632768E
4782384N). In winter scan both ends of the rock breakwall for Snowy Owl. King Eider,
Harlequin Duck and Purple Sandpiper.
Charles Daley Park
Continue eastbound on the North Service Road 3.9 km to Charles Daley Park where there
is free parking (17636205E 4782257N). Here you will find a small pond and a panoramic
view of Lake Ontario.
Courtleigh Road Overlook
Return to the North Service Road, proceed 0.7 km to Gregory Road, and turn left. Make a
right turn onto Lakeshore Road West, which becomes Main Street in Port Dalhousie.
Proceed 2.4 km on Lakeshore Road West and turn left onto Courtleigh Road. Follow
Courtleigh Road to its junction with Mary Street and park along the road. From here,
there is an excellent view of Lake Ontario.
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12 Mile Creek along Martindale Road, St. Catharines
Return to Lakeshore Road West and make a right turn at Martindale Road. Proceed
2.4 km south and park in the Huntington Square Mall parking lot at Erion Road,
St. Catharines (17640371E 4781379N). Walk across Martindale Road and take the footpath down to 12 Mile Creek, which continues 1 km south as far as Welland Vale Road.
Retrace your journey along Martindale Road to the bridge over the QEW.
Green Ribbon Trail and Marsh
Continue 0.9 km on Martindale Road to the Green Ribbon Trail. This trail is a memorial to Kristen French, a young murder victim from St. Catharines. Opposite Courtland
Street, park in the small marked lot on your left (17639610E 4782792N). This site offers
a footbridge over Richardson’s Creek, and a small marsh where Mute Swan and Wood
Duck nest. A Snowy Egret was observed here on 16 May 2004, and an adult Little Blue
Heron was identified here on 13-16 May 2007.
Henley Rowing Club
Return to Main Street from Martindale Road and turn right. The next point of interest is
the Henley Rowing Club. Turn right at 0.6 km onto Henley Island Drive to access
Martindale Island. At the small bridge, turn left to the Henley Rowing Club Shell House
where there is free parking (17640405E 4783703N). A Ross’s Goose spent the better part
of a week here in January 1988. In warmer weather, rowing activities may limit birding
opportunities.
Port Dalhousie West and East Piers
Return to Main Street, turn right and travel 1.5 km to the four-way stop in Port
Dalhousie. Turn right, then left at the next set of lights to enter the Port Dalhousie
restaurant and Lakeside Park beach parking area (17640988E 4784876N). A male Harlequin Duck was spotted in the rough waters at the small dam in the harbour here on
7 January 1996. A walk out to the end of the west pier to scope the lake could be
rewarding; however, the footing may be treacherous in winter.
To reach the east side of the harbour, return to Main Street and turn left. Main Street
becomes Lakeport Road. As you drive up the slight grade, you will pass Martindale
Pond on your right. At the next lights at Ontario Street (St. Catharines), turn left onto
Lakeshore Road. Take the first left onto Lighthouse Road, which leads down to the
Dalhousie Yacht Club where there is free parking (17641114E 4785272N). Scan the boat
slips and breakwall, and walk out the east pier past the lighthouse to scan for birdlife
out in the lake. In winter the winds might make for icy footing along this pier.
Previous sightings include Snowy Owl and Snow Bunting in winter, and Forster’s
Tern in the spring.
Municipal Beach
Return to Lakeshore Road and turn left to reach our next destination. Municipal Beach
is a favourite haunt for windsurfers and birders. After 3.5 km, turn left at the lights at
Arthur Street, drive to the end and then turn right onto Beachaven Drive, and left onto
Bogart Street. The beach and parking area are on your left (17644532E 4787315N). An
extremely rare Dovekie, in very poor condition, was found here on the beach on 23
October 1988. The water treatment plant east of the beach is noted for the appearance
of a winter adult Ross’s Gull on 26 February 1995. A California Gull was found here on
19 December 1999 mingling with many other gulls.
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From the Port Weller Piers and Malcolmson Eco-Park
to Niagara-on-the-Lake
Return to Lakeshore Road and turn left. At 0.7 km and immediately before the bridge at
Lock 1, turn left onto Welland Canals Parkway (formerly Government Road).
Alternate Directions to Port Weller and Malcolmson Eco-Park: Take the QEW
Niagara bound to St. Catharines. Exit at Niagara Street and travel north to Lakeshore
Road. Turn right and continue 0.2 km eastbound to the Welland Canal, and immediately before the bridge at Lock 1, turn left onto Welland Canals Parkway (formerly Government Road).

Port Weller West Pier and Malcolmson Eco-Park
Drive 1.1 km down Welland Canals Parkway and park at the north end of the Eco-Park
on your left, then scan the canal for any birdlife (17644806E 4787318N). To visit the
Eco-Park proceed on foot through the north entrance and take the various footpaths.
Named in honour of Mary Malcolmson, Malcolmson Eco-Park is a small urban oasis of
Carolinian woodland and tall grass prairie. Established in 1993 and tended by a dedicated

Port Weller East Pier Pond
Kayo Roy
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group of volunteers, it provides a prime rest stop for hungry warblers and other
migrants. Extensive fencing has been erected along the Welland Canal that now
restricts access to previously open areas. The north end of this part of the west pier
houses the restricted area of the Canadian Coast Guard and is off-limits to birders.
Prothonotary, Worm-eating, Connecticut and Prairie Warblers have been among the 32
species of warbler observed here and in Malcolmson Eco-Park over the years.
This area of the Welland Canal has been a hotbed for rarities, including two Mew
Gulls (an adult on 24 October 1967 and a first winter on 28 - 30 November 1967),
Rock Wren on 6- 7 December 1964, Ancient Murrelet on 13 November 1994, Tricolored Heron from 27 May to 2 June 2001, three Black-headed Gulls, Eared Grebe
and Tufted Duck. However, the area is perhaps best known for the sightings of three
different Ross’s Gulls over an eleven-month period between 18 December 1994 and
28 November 1995.

Port Weller East Pier Tip
and Light Beacon
Kayo Roy

Port Weller East Pier
and Jones Beach
Return to Lakeshore Road, cross over
the Welland Canal (Lock 1) and turn
left at 0.6 km onto Seaway Haulage
Road which intersects Broadway as it
leads into the old town of Port Weller.
For Jones Beach, proceed to the end of
Broadway. There is a small free parking
lot on the left (17645162E 4787587N).
This small beach area is a great place to
observe swans, waterfowl and gulls. A
Sabine’s Gull was discovered here on 24
September 1987. Willet, Whimbrel and
numerous shorebirds favour this beach.
For Port Weller East Pier, return
back to Seaway Haulage Road (0.6 km)
and turn right. Proceed to its termination at a metal fence and gate
(17644996E 4787713N). Be sure to park
along the side of the road so as to not
obstruct any Seaway Authority vehicles from access through the gate. During migration, this treed finger of land jutting out into Lake Ontario is a migrant trap. King Eider,
Parasitic and Pomarine Jaegers and Northern Gannet are seen with some regularity.
Many warblers including Kentucky, Connecticut and Hooded Warbler have been
recorded here. A walk of 1.3 km takes you to the end of the pier. A bicycle trail has
recently been added.
Rarities observed here over the years include Yellow Rail on 3 May 1995, Great Cormorant on 23 November 2002, Sage Thrasher 24-27 February 2006, Western Kingbird
on 10 September 2007 and Northern Hawk-Owl on 1 December 2007. Nearby, Happy
Rolph’s Bird Sanctuary may occasionally play host to interesting birds. To visit Happy
Rolph’s, return to Lakeshore Road and turn left. Travel 0.4 km east to Read Road and
turn left. Proceed to the free parking lot at the corner of Read Road and Northrup
Crescent (17645972E 4787269N).
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Niagara Shores Park
Return to Lakeshore Road and turn left. If you
continue along Lakeshore Road you will eventually reach Niagara-on-the-Lake. Access to
Lake Ontario is possible at a number of locations en route, but these are usually not very
productive. At 8.8 km and just after a cemetery, you will see a small dirt road on your left
that takes you up to Niagara Shores Park.
Take this dirt road to a small parking lot.
From here you have a good view of the lake
and a walk in the adjoining woods, where the
small marsh and pond can be productive.
Return to Lakeshore Road. If you wish to visit
the Niagara-on-the-Lake sewage treatment
plant lagoons, travel east 0.9 km and turn left
at the gated entrance (17654014E 4790629N).
If these gates are open, drive into the facility and identify yourself to the staff before
birding the lagoons. Return to Lakeshore Road. Travel east 0.9 km to Shakespeare
Avenue in Niagara-on-the-Lake and turn left. Birds of interest here include Red-bellied
Woodpecker and Tufted Titmouse. Continue toward the lake and turn right. From here
you can follow the lakeshore where there are several pull-offs to look for waterfowl.
It is 3.2 km from the sewage treatment plant to the intersection of Queen Street and
Mississauga Street, the trip end.

Marine Highway
The Welland Canal, located in the Niagara Region, is an integral portion of the
St. Lawrence Seaway. The seaway was inaugurated by Queen Elizabeth ll and President
Dwight Eisenhower in 1959. It extends from Montreal to Lake Erie and allows ocean-going
vessels to travel from the Atlantic Ocean into the Great Lakes. In Niagara, we are familiar with the eight lift
locks in the Welland Canal. The canal runs 42 km from Port Weller to Port Colborne and it takes ships an
average of 11 hours to navigate the canal’s length.
All North American major highways are recognized with an appropriate logo. We are all well aware
of the signs that identify the Trans-Canada Highway, Ontario’s Queen Elizabeth Way, and Highway 401.
In the United States, all of the interstate highway signs are well known to motorists. In 2005, the
St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation launched a marketing campaign to introduce an original
logo to brand the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway System as Hwy H2O. The brand has developed into
a marketing alliance of transportation stakeholders, actively promoting the benefits of marine transportation
throughout the waterway. This incredibly ingenious logo (shown above) can now be found at various
points along the marine highway and is visible on signs along the entire length of the Welland Canal.
Kelly DiPardo and Kayo J. Roy

Tufted Titmouse
Peter Ferguson
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TheNiagara River
Katherine J. Stoltz

The Niagara River at Niagaraon–the-Lake: Fort Niagara is
visible on the lower left and
Fort George on the right,
slightly upriver.

Niagara Falls may be most famous as the honeymoon capital of the
world, but it is also renowned for the congregation of gulls on the
Niagara River from late October to early February.

David Walker

THE RIVER FORMS A 56-KM BORDER BETWEEN UPSTATE New York and Ontario and connects Lake Ontario to Lake Erie. Despite the chilly winter air, the Niagara River and the
falls area remain largely ice-free. The gulls feast on small fish such as alewives, gizzard
shad, shiners and smelt, as well as larger fish that have been chopped up by the turbines
at the power plants.
Up to 2006, a total of 19 gull species have been documented along the Niagara River
corridor. On one exceptional day in December 1989, 14 different gull species were tallied. On average, birders should expect to see 8-10 gull species during a day trip in the
winter months. The four common and abundant gull species to be found are
Bonaparte’s, Ring-billed, Herring and Great Black-backed. Present in small numbers
are Little, Thayer’s, Iceland, Lesser Black-backed and Glaucous Gulls. California Gull
has become an almost annual visitor. Black-legged Kittiwake, Sabine’s, Black-headed
and Franklin’s Gulls are irregular early winter visitors. Extreme rarities include Ivory
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Gull, Ross’s Gull, Laughing Gull, Mew Gull and Slaty-backed Gull. In addition to gulls,
the upper Niagara River often teems with diving ducks and the occasional grebe or loon.
The starting point at the mouth of the river and inland a few kilometres is excellent
for waterfowl. However, the drive to the Queenston boat launch is not very productive.
The Queenston boat launch area (17670669E 4753378N) and the following portion of the
tour are the premier gull areas starting in late fall and running into the early winter. As
you drive this section you can search for unusual waterfowl. One can easily spend a day
searching for gulls from Queenston to Niagara Falls and the International Niagara
Control Works structure at Chippawa. The area from the control structure to Fort Erie
allows good views of the river and many loons, grebes and ducks can be seen. However,
it is not until you reach the Fort Erie area that the river becomes truly productive. Along
the Lake Erie shoreline to Jaeger Rocks look for various duck species on the river among
the many gulls in the area north and south of the Peace Bridge.

From Niagara-on-the-Lake to the Queenston Boat Launch
and the Adam Beck Overlook
Niagara-on-the-Lake
The starting point in Niagara-on-the-Lake is the intersection of Mississauga Street and
Queen Street. The first point of interest is Queen’s Royal Park. From the intersection,
travel 0.6 km east on Queen Street. Turn left on Regent Street. The parking lot for
Queen’s Royal Park will be straight ahead (17656650E 4791262N). There are washroom
facilities, which are closed in winter.
From this elevated location one can scope the lake and the mouth of the Niagara
River. Many hundreds of Long-tailed Duck are present in the winter months. Rarities
here include an immature Mew Gull recorded here on 28 January 1968. Two Razorbills
have been observed here, both one-day wonders, one on 27 November 1982 and the
second on 2 January 1985. A third Razorbill was located in the same area on 27
November 2006. This bird remained for 50 days and was last seen on 7 January 2007.
Other rarities documented here include two Great Cormorants, one on 23 November
2002 and the second on 8 December 2005, numerous Northern Gannets and a male
breeding plumaged King Eider that overwintered at the mouth of the Niagara River in
1986-1987.
The Niagara-on-the-Lake marina at the mouth of the Niagara River can be rewarding.
From the park, immediately turn left on Front Street, and then make another quick left
on King Street. Work your way along the roads to the marina, about 0.6 km. In the
marina, look for occasional wintering loons, Pied-billed Grebe, Canvasback, Redhead or
Ruddy Duck. Take Neville Street by the marina to Ricardo Street and turn left. Travel
0.1 km to the south side of the marina. Turn left into a small parking lot. From here you
can scan the river and the south side of the marina for ducks and other birds. Return to
Ricardo Street. Travel 1.6 km to a small parking lot on your left located just before you
reach the Niagara Parkway. This parking lot allows access to Paradise Grove, a large stand
of oak trees that may house Tufted Titmouse, Red Bellied Woodpecker and Red Headed
Woodpecker (17657488E 4789512N).
Once back on the Niagara Parkway, after turning left, it is only a short drive south to
Queenston. Access to the river between Niagara-on-the-Lake and Queenston is somewhat limited and there are not many productive locations. However, at McFarland Point
(657592E 4789801N), a Western Grebe was recorded on 27 November 1999.
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The Adam Beck reservoir and
the Hydro One power station
are visible along with the
Queenston-Lewiston Bridge
connecting Ontario to New York.

David Walker

From the Queenston Boat Launch and the Adam Beck Overlook to
Niagara Falls and the International Niagara Control Works in Chippawa
At 8.4 km, turn left off the Parkway onto Queenston Street and then left again at
Dumfries Street. Directly ahead is a rough road that winds to a small parking area by the
boat launch. Alternate directions to reach the Queenston boat launch or the Adam Beck
overlook:Take the QEW to Glendale Avenue exit number 38B. Travel north on Glendale
to York Road. Turn right and continue eastbound 9.0 km to the Niagara Parkway.
For the Queenston boat launch, turn left on the Niagara Parkway and drive three blocks
to Dumfries Street. Turn right and follow the directions above. For the Adam Beck overlook, turn right on the Niagara Parkway and drive up the escarpment to the traffic circle.
Follow the Parkway signs around this circle and continue south toward Niagara Falls
1.8 km to the overlook on your left.

The Queenston Boat Launch
This is an excellent water-level vantage point from which to view gulls. Bonaparte’s Gulls
predominate, but on occasion, you may see Little Gull, Sabine’s Gull or Black-Headed
Gull. Bald Eagles have been sighted in the area. From the upper parking lot you can
walk along the side of the river to the south toward the Queenston–Lewiston Bridge and
scan the gulls.
Rarities observed here include Northern Gannet, Laughing Gull (seen 24 January
1993), several Black-headed Gulls and Sabine’s Gull. This is the most reliable location
for Little Gulls, primarily from mid-February to mid-April. On 19-20 November 1995,
a Ross’s Gull was recorded here.
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Sir Adam Beck Overlook
Return to the intersection of the Niagara Parkway and Dumfries Street and turn left on
the Parkway. At 1.3 km, you will reach a traffic circle. Continue halfway around this
circle and turn right heading south toward Niagara Falls. You will drive past the Floral
Clock and the Sir Adam Beck Power tours building. Proceed 1.8 km past the circle to
the Adam Beck Overlook (17658997E 4778646N). There is limited free parking at this
site. The Adam Beck overlook is one of the prime locations to observe gulls during the
winter months. Numbering in the thousands, they loaf, drift, wheel and feed in the icy
waters of the Niagara River. From an elevated position at this overlook, “white-winged”
gulls, such as Thayer’s, Iceland and Glaucous, can be readily observed among the more
common Bonaparte’s, Ring-billed, Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls. Lesser Blackbacked Gulls as well are often found in this area.
Rarities observed here include Northern Gannet, two Mew Gulls (17 November
1996 and 13, 16, and 18 December 2003) and Ross’s Gull (19-20 November 1995).
It is significant to note that each year from 1992-2006 at least one California Gull has
been recorded at this location.
Niagara Falls
Continuing along the Parkway, this route will take you past the Botanical Gardens and
Butterfly Conservatory, Whirlpool Golf Course, Whirlpool Aero Car and White Water
Walk before reaching Table Rock Center at the Canadian Horseshoe Falls in Niagara
Falls. At 5 km past the Adam Beck overlook, a stop at the Whirlpool Aero Car parking
lot is worthwhile if only for the spectacular view. Scan the river below for gulls, ducks,
loons and other birds. A Ross’s Gull was found here on 24-25 November 1995. Blacklegged Kittiwake and Franklin’s Gull have been observed here.
A further drive of 3.3 km past the Aero Car and shortly before the Rainbow Bridge,
there is an excellent overlook where Franklin’s Gull have been sighted in the past
(17657190E 4772837N). As you continue along the Niagara Parkway, you will find it
extremely difficult to park right at the falls area. It is worthwhile to continue on a
further 2.7 km to the Niagara Parks
Commission greenhouse on your
right. The greenhouse affords ample
parking (fee) and restroom facilities.
Walk back to the overlook into the
Niagara River Gorge and the Horseshoe Falls opposite the Queen Victoria
Restaurant (17656485E 4771895N) .
Scan for grebes, loons, assorted
waterfowl and gulls. Rarities seen
here include two Ivory Gulls, one on
29-30 December 1973 and the other
on 22 December 1980, Ross’s Gull on
1 December 2002, Pacific Loon on 11
November 1995, Black-legged Kittiwakes and Sabine’s Gull.

Niagara Falls: The City of
Niagara Falls is on the lower
right. The Horseshoe Falls, the
rapids above the falls and the
International Niagara Control
Works structure are all visible.

David Walker
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Old Toronto Hydro Building and Gate House
Returning along the river toward the greenhouse, stop at the large building, sometimes
called the “Engineerium”, where you can search for gulls and other birds of interest from
both the north and south ends of the building. In August 1916, a sand barge was
engaged in dredging operations in the American side of the Niagara River above the
Horseshoe Falls. With two deckhands aboard, the barge struck a sandbar and instantly
snapped its tow line to a tug-boat. The powerless barge drifted towards the brink of the
Horseshoe Falls and grounded on a rock shoal 767 metres upriver from the crest of the
falls. The two deckhands were rescued, and the barge remains there to this day.
Rarities observed here include two Slaty-backed Gulls, one from 24 November to 29
December 1992 and the second from 2 to 13 December 2006, Harlequin Duck, Eurasian
Wigeon, Red-Necked Phalarope and Red Phalarope. The rocky ledges in the rapids often
have Purple Sandpipers. A further short walk south to the back of the old Gate House
Building is an excellent place to scope the thousands of gulls that congregate on the river
during the winter months of November through January. Incredibly, two Tricolored
Herons were recorded here along the Niagara River shoreline from 6 August through
3 September 2006.
Dufferin Island Wildlife Management Area
Continue another 0.7 km to reach the entrance to Dufferin Island Wildlife Management
Area on your right. There is ample free parking and washroom facilities, but theft has
been an issue, so keep valuables out of sight and locked in your trunk. From the parking
area you can walk over to the river and search for waterfowl and Purple Sandpipers or
stroll through Dufferin Island Wildlife Management Area, which is a 16-hectare woodland park. The small pond usually contains puddle ducks and geese, but in the winter
months Wood Duck, Northern Pintail and Harlequin Duck have been recorded.

From Chippawa and the International Niagara
Control Works Structure to Fort Erie
If you continue 0.3 km along the Parkway, there is a small parking area beside the road
just before you reach the International Niagara Control Works structure. Here a series of
gates stretching out across the river allows the engineers of the Ontario Power Generation
Corporation to adjust the volume of water flowing over the falls. Readers should know
that on weekends the engineers increase considerably the volume of water that flows over
the falls. This reduces the number of visible rock formations.
Alternate directions to Chippawa and the control structure: From the QEW take
McLeod Road toward the Niagara River (east) which becomes Marineland Parkway and
then Portage Road. Turn left on Upper Rapids Road and drive to the Niagara Parkway.
Turn left on the Parkway and park almost immediately north of the control structure.

International Niagara Control Works Structure in Chippawa
The concrete breakwall in front of the overlook is only visible when water levels are low,
but when exposed, hundreds of gulls congregate on it and they can be easily observed
through binoculars or, preferably, telescopes. This area can be productive for Lesser
Black-backed, Little, Iceland and Glaucous Gulls. This is also a good area for diving
ducks, such as both scaup species, Canvasback, Redhead and Ring-necked Duck.
Out in the river there is a long narrow shale ledge where gulls and geese loaf. King
Eider and Brant have been spotted on this ledge with some regularity. Purple Sandpipers
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have been observed on adjacent exposed rocks. Rarities include Black-legged
Kittiwake, Mew Gull, California Gull and Slaty-backed Gull.
Continue along the Parkway to the village of Chippawa. At 1.5 km, turn left on
Portage Road and cross the bridge over the Welland River (in summer Cliff Swallows
nest under this bridge). Then turn left on Main Street to return to the Niagara Parkway
for the drive to Fort Erie. In Chippawa, there is an interesting record for Common Eider.
On 18 December 1969, a first winter eider was observed near the Welland River Bridge.
It was perhaps injured in some way, because the bird remained for nearly two years,
until at least 10 January 1971. At the time there was considerable discussion about
which species it was and only when the bird molted was it confirmed to be a Common
Eider. During this lengthy period, birders were thrilled with the opportunity to observe
at close range the bird molt from basic to alternate plumage. A Ross’s Goose was also
noted here 8-15 December 2007.
From the junction of Main Street and the Niagara Parkway, proceed 2 km to Navy
Island on your left, which is of historical interest dating back to the War of 1812. You
may park at the boat launch (17660912E 4768632N). In the past, Bald Eagles nested here
on the far side of the island and are presently making a comeback. Grebes are regularly
seen in the waters at the north end of Navy Island.
As you continue along the Parkway you will pass Black Creek in 6 km, Baker’s Creek
in another 1.6 km (where there is a pull-off on your left (17664848E 4758760N), Miller’s
Creek Marina in 1 km and Frenchman’s Creek at a further 4 km. While interesting
waterfowl can be seen at any point along the full length of the Parkway, the creeks and
marinas provide some of the best spots to look for them. A female Smew, originally
reported from the Buffalo New York harbour on 17 January 1960, was last seen there on
22 January 1960. Legendary Toronto birder James L. Baillie refound the bird on 21
February 1960 along the Ontario side of the Niagara River near Miller’s Creek. The bird
remained in the vicinity until 30 March 1960.

Fort Erie
Continuing on to Fort Erie, the Niagara Parkway becomes Niagara Boulevard and then
Lakeshore Road as you pass through the old town. Good spots for waterfowl and other
birds include a parking lot just north of the railway bridge at Bridgeburg Station 1.8 km
after Frenchman’s Creek, the parking lot in 4 km (17670552E 4753803N) where you
should check the stone pier to your left, and another lot 0.2 km further (17670627E
4753590N). Rarities found here include Laughing Gull, Arctic Tern, and a very late and
rare-for-Niagara, American Avocet on 16 December 2008.
Fort Erie Boat Launch
At 2 km from the last parking lot, you will reach the Fort Erie boat launch immediately
north of the Nicholls Marina. There is a small parking lot here that has been one of the
best spots on the river to look for waterfowl and gulls (17670669E 4753378N). A Ross’s
Gull was sighted here on 12 November 1995. Incredibly, this same individual returned
to the same location six weeks later on 1 January 1996. Other rarities observed here
include Black-legged Kittiwake, Sabine’s, Laughing and Franklin's Gulls.
Just before you reach the Peace Bridge in 0.4 km (17670684E 4752900N), there is a
small parking lot on your left. From this lot look toward the Peace Bridge and scan the
river and the grassy area around and below the bridge for gulls. Brant, Little, Franklin’s
and Black-headed Gulls have been observed here.
The Lake Erie shoreline continues on page 670.
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The Northern
Niagara Region
Katherine J. Stoltz

Red-tailed Hawk
Sam Barone

Beamer Memorial Conservation Area is an excellent place
to spend a half or full day, starting in the last half of March
and running until mid-May.
FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN GRASSLAND BIRDS there is a half-day trip outlined in the Grasshopper
Sparrow trip. In the late summer and early fall we often visit the ponds and lagoons listed in the
Wetlands Section in search of shorebirds. Many of these locations are on private property and
you should contact the appropriate authorities or Niagara natural history clubs to inquire about
access. While there are a number of woodlands listed we find the Malcolmson-Eco Park and the
Port Weller east pier to be the premier places to search for passerine migrants.
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Beamer Memorial Conservation Area
The Niagara Peninsula Hawk Watch runs annually from 1 March to 15 May at the
Beamer Memorial Conservation Area in Grimsby.
Directions: Exit the QEW at Ontario Street (Christie Street) south which becomes
Mountain Street in Grimsby. Continue up to the top of the escarpment to Ridge Road
West and turn right. Drive 1.6 km to Quarry Road and turn right. The entrance to the
conservation area is well signed on your right and washrooms are available. There is a
large steel tower from which to scan the skies for raptors. The Lookout Trail may be
productive for passerine migrants, when hawks are scarce. Limited parking is available
at the entrance but many birders drive into the hawkwatch area and park around the
periphery of the observation area.
An alternative location for hawk watching is the Grimsby Air Park. To reach the air
park, return to Mountain Road and turn right. Proceed 4.1 km to Mud Street. Turn
right onto Mud Street and proceed 2.2 km, where you will see the air park on your
right (17613586E 4778761N).

Grasslands
Although grasslands are an ever dwindling habitat due in part to the considerable growth and expansion of grape vineyards, there are a few remaining
pockets where field birds may be found. Hopefully the pressure to convert
these remaining properties to agriculture can be resisted.

Grasshopper Sparrow Trip
In the Allanburg/Port Robinson region along the Welland Canal, there are several large
tracts of fallow grassland, where species such as Upland Sandpiper and Grasshopper
Sparrow may be reliably found. There is always a possibility of rarities such as
Henslow’s Sparrow or Clay-colored Sparrow.
Directions: From Allanburg on Highway 20 just east of
the canal, follow Allanport Road south to Chippawa Creek
Road. Travel 1.0 km east on Chippawa Creek Road to Moyer
Road and turn right. Proceed 1.0 km to Biggar Road and
make a right turn. Park along the road across from Chippawa
Creek (17645967E 4765730N). This area was formed when
the St. Lawrence Seaway was originally dredged. You can
walk into the grassland as far as East Main Street in Welland.
To reach an alternate site, continue along Moyer Road
another 3.1 km to East Main Street and turn right. Drive 2
km to Highway 140 South and turn left. After driving 4 km,
park on your right to access this field (1764618E 4757694N).
Return to Highway 140, drive north 0.5 km to Netherby
Road and turn left. Proceed 0.6 km to Rusholme Road and
turn left. At the end of the road, turn right on Townline
Tunnel Road. Drive a total of 3.0 km along Townline Tunnel Road to Canal Bank Street
and turn left. Travel 1.7 km to Forks Road East and turn left. Park at the end of the
road (17643742E 4756452N). Alternatively, this site can be reached from Highway 58
South, taking the Forks Road East exit and proceeding eastbound to the end of the
road, where you will see a large grassland.

Grasshopper Sparrow
Brandon Holden
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Glenridge Quarry Naturalization Site
Near Brock University, an old quarry has been revamped into a green space. The
Glenridge Quarry Naturalization Site contains a footpath which passes through grassland to a small pond. This area is new and has not been extensively birded.
Directions: Take the QEW to 406 south and exit at St. Davids Road and bear right.
Proceed 0.5 km and the site is located on your right (17643218E 4775570N). There is
ample parking available.
Niagara District Airport
At the Niagara District Airport, birds such as Snowy Owl, Short-Eared Owl and Snow
Buntings are winter visitors.
Directions: From the QEW, take the Glendale Avenue north exit and turn left at the
lights onto York Road. Proceed 0.5 km to Airport Road and turn right. Continue 2.8 km
to the airport and park near the gazebo (17648654E 4783467N).

Wetlands and Sewage Ponds
Niagara boasts many ponds as well as man-made bodies of water, such as sewage
ponds and reservoirs where ducks, geese and shorebirds may be found. We urge
everyone to be respectful of no trespassing signs throughout the Niagara Region.

Adam Beck Hydro Reservoir
The Adam Beck Hydro Reservoir is a 300-hectare body of water owned by Hydro One.
Discretion should be exercised when entering, as the reservoir is private property and
may be posted.
Directions: From the QEW exit at Mountain Street north and follow Mountain Street
until it ends at Portage Road. Turn left on Portage to Stanley Avenue and turn left on
Stanley. Proceed for 0.3 km and park. The best place to access the reservoir is from
behind 2058 Stanley Avenue. Walk up the gravel hill to the rim of the reservoir where,
depending on the time of year and water levels, gulls, ducks, geese and shorebirds can be
scoped (17656073E 4777939N).
Allanburg Pond
Directions: From the QEW, take Highway 406 south to Highway 20 and then head east
2.2 km. Turn left onto Holland Road just before reaching the canal and drive 0.4 km.
Bear right before the bridge and park at the barrier (17645426E 4771312N). There is a
marshy lake on your right, in which Least Bittern and rails can be found. You can walk
in along the gravel path for some distance.
Avondale Sewage Ponds (now known as Parmalat Sewage Ponds)
There are four settling ponds at the former Avondale Dairy facility, now owned by
Parmalat. Birding access has traditionally been tolerated; however, permission to enter
should be obtained. Depending on water levels, these ponds may be productive for
waterfowl and shorebirds. Hudsonian Godwit, Buff-breasted Sandpiper and Curlew
Sandpiper are among the 29 shorebird species that have been found here. A Snowy Egret
was sighted here on 4 May 1997. The fields surrounding the property may yield Bobolink in the spring and Upland Sandpiper in the fall. Rare anywhere in Niagara, two Cattle
Egret were seen near the dairy cattle barns on 29-31 May 2000. The ponds are located
north of the QEW and east of the St. Lawrence Seaway.
Directions: From the QEW, exit at Glendale Avenue north. Turn left on York Street
and proceed for 2.3 km until you turn right (north) at Highway 55 (Niagara Stone Road).
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Proceed toward Niagara-on-the Lake. After crossing under the skyway, travel a few hundred metres to Stewart Road and turn left. After 1.6 km, there is a gravel lane on your
right (17647270E 4782937N). Drive up to the chain barrier and park well to the side of
the lane. Do not drive past the chain barrier. Walk up the pathway to view the ponds.
You may wish to visit the dairy bar, which serves excellent ice cream and houses restroom facilities.

Concession 5 Road and Line 8 Road Pond
There is a small pond near St. Davids, which for many years was very productive for
ducks, herons and shorebirds in the spring and autumn. Sadly, in 2005, the pond was
converted to a quarry. Since that time with no birds being observed and no trespassing
signs posted everywhere, this location is no longer birded (17652500E 4781500N).
Cytek Canada Incorporated
Cytek Canada Inc. is a chemical plant, formerly known as Cyanamid Canada Company.
The property consists of an extensive phragmites marsh, which serves as a roost for
thousands of Niagara's four blackbird species and starlings. Sandhill Crane have also
been sighted at this marsh. Although there is no public access to this property, you can
park along Brown Road and scan for birds in flight.
Directions: Take Townline Road south of Highway 20 and proceed 2.4 km to Brown
Road. Turn left on Brown Road and drive 1.5 km (17650087E 4768935N). From here to
Garner Road (0.4 km), and right on Garner Road (0.3 km) are good places to watch
large numbers of starlings and other birds come in to roost (17650468E 4768794N).
Continue 1.7 km to Chippawa Creek Road. Turn left on Chippawa Creek Road and
drive 0.9 km to a road to the left. This is a good place to watch and listen for snipe and
woodcock at dusk in early spring (17651324E 4767658N).
Glendale Lift Bridge Welland Canal-Lock 4
The canal is drained in the winter and may attract gulls. One year, 30-40 White-Winged
Gulls were spotted here.
Directions: From the QEW, take the Glendale Avenue south exit. Follow Glendale
Avenue west and make a left turn onto Welland Canals Parkway and park along the
south side of the road between the bridge and Lock 4 (17647959E 4777836N).
Grimsby Sewage Ponds
See The Lake Ontario Shoreline section.
Lake Gibson and Hydro Channels
Directions: From the QEW, take Highway 406 south to St. Davids Road and bear right.
Proceed west to Merrittville Highway and turn left. Continue to Decew Road and turn
right. After a short distance, you will cross a small bridge. Immediately after that is
Decew House, which is of historical interest. Laura Secord and her cow made the trek to
this house to warn the British soldiers of an impending attack by the Americans during
the War of 1812. There is a walking trail. Continue on Decew Road to a gated gravel
path a further 0.6 km and park at the gate (17641774E 477437N). You can walk in to
access Lake Gibson and walk around it in either direction. If you proceed another 0.5
km on Decew Road, you will reach the Morningstar Mill. Seasonal blacksmith demonstrations take place at the mill. Return to Merrittville Highway on Decew Road. Cross
the highway and continue 1.5 km to Mel Swart-Lake Gibson Conservation Area. There
is a parking lot on your right. There are trails and a boardwalk. This area is relatively
new and has not been explored in detail by birders (17644416E 4774159N).
.
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Continue 0.3 km on Decew Road to Beaverdams Road. There are a number of open
water areas here that are a part of Lake Gibson. If you turn right on Beaverdams Road
and continue for 0.5 km you have a woodlot on your left, which one winter had a
Three-toed Woodpecker. In winter, you may find Great Blue Herons and Hooded
Mergansers here. In recent years, Mute Swans have been nesting in this portion of Lake
Gibson, and an immature, unbanded or wing-tagged Trumpeter Swan was present for
13 days in April 2008.

Mewburn Road Ponds
Directions: Take the QEW to the Mountain Road exit. Travel east a short distance to
Mewburn Road and turn left. There is a former garbage dump on Mewburn Road
(17652428E 4777737N), where a Slaty-Backed Gull was recorded in 1992. Continue
1.6 km on Mewburn Road and park on the roadside just before crossing a railway overpass. On your left, there is a trail to access three sewage ponds (17651792E 4778495N).
This area may be posted; please respect all no trespassing signs.
Port Robinson Sewage Ponds
Eared Grebe has been documented in these sewage ponds.
Directions: From the QEW, take Highway 406 south to Highway 20 and cross the
Welland Canal. After crossing, turn right onto Allanport Road. Proceed to Chippawa
Creek Road and turn left. Continue 0.6 km and you will find the lagoons on your right.
The lagoons are gated and birders should exercise their own discretion when entering
this property (17647323E 4766913N)
St. Davids Sewage Ponds (formerly Canadian Canners
Sewage Ponds and Kraft Foods Sewage Ponds)
These cannery ponds were until just recently an excellent place to observe shorebirds
and ducks. Regrettably the cannery was shut down in 2008, and the ponds are now an
area of metre high weeds and brush (17653631E 4781790N). In years gone by these
ponds were perhaps the best locations in Niagara to observe waterfowl and, in particular, shorebirds. On 25 July 1976, an extremely rare Spotted Redshank was studied
here; it is Niagara’s only record. On 19-20 July 2005, the first recorded American
Avocet in over 40 years was located at this site.
Smithville Sewage Ponds
Note: Access to these ponds requires permission.
In the town of Smithville, there are three sewage ponds, which may host a variety of
ducks, geese and shorebirds in the spring and fall. Access to these sewage lagoons is in
question, as there is a new subdivision under construction adjacent to the ponds.
Previous good sightings include a very rare rufous morph female Eurasian Wigeon,
Niagara’s only record of Black-necked Stilt, Little Blue Heron, Glossy Ibis, Ruff (three
different individuals) and Wilson’s Phalarope.
The lagoons are located just off Highway 20 near the town of Smithville. From the
QEW, take Ontario Street (Christie Street) at Grimsby south to Highway 20. Turn left
on Highway 20 to Smithville. From the town centre, proceed east on Highway 20 for
1.2 km to Townline Road and turn right. Take the first road left, Alma Drive, to the
end, and park (17619195E 4771462N).
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Vanderliek Farm Pond
The Vanderliek farm property once housed a large pond, which provided habitat for
puddle and diving ducks, geese and, depending on water levels, shorebirds. Located in
the town of Bismark, this pond was bulldozed in 2009 (17621931E 4767490N).
Wetland Ridge Trail (formerly the Foster Wheeler
or Glendale Sewage Ponds)
The Wetland Ridge Trail, which officially opened in November 2004, is a 7-hectare
property consisting of two 3-hectare ponds, and a looped path which will eventually
join the Bruce Trail. One of the ponds is a former race track. Wood Duck nest here and
Pied-billed Grebe, Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen and Least Bittern have been
sighted here. In August of 1985, a Willet spent two days at the ponds.
Directions: From the QEW, exit Glendale Avenue south to Taylor Road and turn left.
At the entrance to Niagara College Glendale Campus, make a left turn. Proceed past the
greenhouses, and park (17649321E 4779426N). The trail entrance is well signed.

Sora
Harold Stiver
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Woodlots
There are several small woodlots in the Niagara Region where passerines and
other forest species may be sought. Please respect all no trespassing signs.

Cave Springs Conservation Area
Portions of the Bruce Trail snake along the Niagara Escarpment. There is a section of the
Bruce Trail near Beamsville known as Cave Springs Conservation Area. While the conservation area itself can only be accessed by appointment, the Bruce Trail above the conservation area may produce Hooded Warbler or Red-headed Woodpecker. Further
information regarding the Bruce Trail can be obtained from The Guide to the Bruce Trail.
Directions: From the QEW, take Victoria Avenue south (Regional Road 24) to the
centre of Vineland. Turn right on King Street (Regional Road 81). Travel 5.4 km to
Quarry Road and turn left. Proceed 2.1 km to the top of the escarpment, where you will
see a small gravel parking lot and Bruce Trail signs (hard to find) on your right
(17625324E 4777827N). The best birding is on the east side of Cave Springs Road.
Fireman’s Park
Fireman’s Park is a 73-hectare property named for the Stamford Centre Volunteer
Firemen’s Association. Located in north Niagara Falls, Firemen’s Park consists of deciduous forest, valleys, a swamp and small ponds. There are several walking trails. This
area is popular with picnickers and dog walkers. Hooded Warbler and Ovenbird are
known to nest in this park.
Directions: From the QEW, take Mountain Road east to Dorchester Road and turn
left. After crossing the railway tracks, make an immediate left turn into the upper parking lot (17653346E 4778476N). Do not leave valuables in your vehicle as thefts have
occurred at this park.
Fonthill Kame
Fonthill Kame is a plot of Carolinian forest in the town of Fonthill, south of St. Catharines. This forest may be productive for Blue-winged Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler,
Hooded Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Yellow-throated Vireo and Indigo Bunting.
Directions: Take the QEW to Victoria Avenue, Regional Road 24, and travel 16.4 km
south through Vineland to Highway 20 and turn left. At the lights in Fonthill (8 km),
make a left turn onto Pelham Street. At 1.4 km the road becomes Hollow Road and
winds north a further 1.1 km to McSherry Lane and turn right. Proceed to the end of
the lane; the trail is straight ahead (17640566E 4769422N).
Alternatively, return to Highway 20 and turn left. Proceed to Station Street and turn
left. Park at the end of the street and walk in (17640009E 4768097N).
Heartland Forest
Directions: Take Kalar Road south off Highway 20 to Brown Road. Turn left, then immediately right on the continuation of Kalar Road South. The entrance to Heartland Forest
is a few hundred metres on your right (17652149E N4768618N). This area has not been
extensively birded. There is a 1.5 km wheelchair-accessible trail. Further information
may be obtained from the website www.heartlandforest.org.
Lathrop Nature Reserve
Lathrop Nature Reserve is a recently acquired Nature Conservancy property in Fonthill,
which has not been extensively birded. Carolinian species such as Hooded Warbler
are common.
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Directions: From the intersection of Highway 20 and Pelham Street in Fonthill,
travel 0.5 km north to Hurricane Road. Park on either Pelham Street or Hurricane
Road. The entrance to the woods is on the west side of Pelham Street (17639622E
4767684N).

Malcolmson Eco-Park/Port Weller East Pier
See The Lake Ontario Shoreline section.
St. John’s Conservation Area
If you are interested in Carolinian species such as Hooded Warbler or Red-headed
Woodpecker, you may wish to visit St. John’s Conservation Area, a 28-hectare park
near Fonthill in South Niagara. St. John’s is home to more than 400 species of vascular
plants, 80 mushroom species and typical Carolinian trees such as Sassafras, Tulip Tree,
Shag Bark Hickory and Butternut. It also boasts Niagara’s only cold water creek. There
is a wheelchair-accessible path and boardwalk surrounding a pond stocked with
Rainbow Trout.
Directions: Take the QEW Niagara to Victoria Avenue, Regional Road 24,. and travel
16.4 km south through Vineland to Highway 20 and turn left. At the lights in Fonthill,
(8 kms) make a left turn onto Pelham Street. At 1.4 km the road becomes Hollow Road
and winds north a further 1.8 km to a three way intersection. At this point, continue
straight ahead onto Barron Road (ignore roads to the left and right),. the conservation
area parking lot is 0.2 km further. Free parking (17639642E 4769640N).
Short Hills Provincial Park
In the south end of St. Catharines lies Short Hills Provincial Park. This 735-hectare
park has shared trails for bikers, hikers and horseback riders, hiking only trails, and the
Paleozoic path which is a wheelchair accessible trail. The Friends of Short Hills Park
publish a trail guide and bird list. Visit their website at www.friendsofshorthillspark.ca
for further information. Habitat includes mixed hardwood/coniferous forest, streams,
waterfalls and reclaimed farmland. This park provides breeding habitat for the RedShouldered Hawk.
Directions: Take the QEW to Highway 406 south and travel 3.3 km to the 4th
Avenue Exit. Turn right and proceed 0.4 km to Louth Street and turn left. Drive 2.9 km
to the intersection with Pelham Road and continue on. Travel 3.5 km to the parking lot
on your left (17639368E 4774277N). To access the Roland Road entrance, continue 0.6
km on Pelham Road to Effingham Street and turn left. Proceed 2.8 km to Roland Road
and turn left. The parking lot is another 0.5 km (17637930E 4772223N). This entrance
leads to Swayze Falls where Louisiana Waterthrush have been reported in the past.
Woodend Conservation Area
Woodend Conservation Area is a small woodland through which passes a section of the
Bruce Trail. It can also be accessed easily from the Wetland Ridge Trail. There are multiple well-signed trails. The most productive birding site is the feeder near the house at
the end of the road. Tufted Titmouse is a regular visitor.
Directions: From the QEW, take the Glendale Avenue south exit. Turn left at the
lights onto Taylor Road. Drive up the hill to the gravel road entrance to the Woodend
Conservation Area. Proceed to the upper parking lot (17650023E 4779157N).
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The LakeErie
Shoreline
Drew J. Campbell

Red Knot
Brandon Holden

The Lake Erie shoreline is very productive for shorebirds.
They are drawn to the sandy beaches and the bare rocky outcroppings,
particularly when they are covered with algae.
THE

ROCKY AREAS THAT BORDER MUCH OF THE NORTHEASTERN SHORELINE date back 350
million years to the Devonian Age. If you look closely, you can see coral and shell fossils
embedded in the rocks of what was once an ancient sea. Each of the shorebird stops is also
a good place to look for passerines. The summer cottages and permanent houses that line
the shore are surrounded by many trees and shrubs. In spring, migrating birds make their
first landfall along the shore. In fall, migrants assemble on the shore before taking off to
cross the lake. You should also watch for geese, ducks, grebes, cormorants and gulls as you
look over the lake.
Look for shorebirds in May and from July to October. Dates of peak concentrations are
the last two weeks in May and all of August and September. Some of the birds to expect in
spring and fall are Black-bellied Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Greater and Lesser
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Yellowlegs, Spotted Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, Red Knot, Sanderling, Semipalmated
Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Dunlin and Short-billed Dowitcher. In
spring, the third week in May is the time to look for Whimbrel; in fall, expect to see
American Golden-Plover, White-rumped Sandpiper and Baird’s Sandpiper.

From Fort Erie to Ridgeway
This trip covers approximately 45 km and takes at least 2 1/2 hours.

Jaeger Rocks
This trip begins at the junction of Lakeshore Road and Central Avenue in Fort Erie and
continues to the west. From the QEW Fort Erie bound, exit at Central Avenue south
and work your way south to Lakeshore Road. From the Peace Bridge, take the Niagara
Parkway west to Lakeshore Road. Drive west on Lakeshore Road and at the junction
with Dominion Road, in front of old Fort Erie, bear to the left on Lakeshore Road,
which leads to Jaeger Rocks (Erie Bay) on your left. Park on the right side of the street
(17669318E 4750515N) before you reach the view-obstructing houses on your left. Scan
the shoreline and look west to the rocks on the point. A number of interesting rarities
have been observed along the shoreline from Fort Erie to Jaeger Rocks. These include
Yellow-billed Loon on 11 May 1957, Least Tern on 26 June 1958, Northern Gannet on
17 November 1995, Tufted Duck from 17 to 27 January 1999 and Hudsonian Godwit
from 6 to 7 September 1998.
Waverly Beach
From Jaeger Rocks, continue along Lakeshore Road to the end and turn right on Bardol
Avenue, which leads to Dominion Road. Here you turn left and drive 0.6 km to Helena
Street. Turn left on Helena Street and proceed to the small public parking lot at
Waverley Beach. Shorebirds can often be found on the beach to the east and west of the
parking lot (17668235E 4749970N).

Jaeger Rocks, Fort Erie
John Black
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Waverly Beach, Fort Erie
John Black

Rarities discovered here over the years are Brown Pelican on 25 September 1971,
Curlew Sandpiper from 18 to 20 July 1971 and Arctic Tern on 17 August 1990. The
shore here provides an excellent location from which to search for rare avian visitors.
Between 8 and 14 September 1996, Black-capped Petrel, Wilson’s Storm Petrel, Longtailed, Parasitic and Pomarine Jaegers, Laughing Gull and Sooty Tern were spotted here,
all probably blown in by the remnants of Hurricane Fran.

Kraft Road
To continue your trip, return to Dominion Road, turn left (west) and proceed 0.8 km to
Kraft Road. Turn left and park at the end of Kraft Road. Walk down to the beach
(17667402E 4749754N). Red-headed Woodpeckers nest here.
Bertie Bay
Take Kraft Road back toward Dominion Road, but turn left almost immediately on
Edgemere Lane, an area that attracts many passerines during the fall migration. Follow
this road for 0.9 km and then turn left (south) on Crescent Park Road, which takes you
to Crescent Beach. Rarities found here include Piping Plover on 23 July 1988 and on
23 August 1990 and Slender-billed Curlew in the fall of 1925.
Rosehill Road (formerly known as Rose Hill Road)
Return to Dominion Road; turn left (west) and go to Rosehill Road (0.8 km). Turn left
again and proceed to the end of the road and park (17664984E 4749590N). Walk around
the left side of the fenced-in Niagara Region water intake building and then south to the
beach. Go east or west on the beach to look for birds. Harold Axtell, a well-known local
ornithologist now deceased, lived on Rebecca Street just off Rosehill Road. For many
years birders visited his house and feeder. Among the many important sightings from this
location, two stand out— a rare Spotted Towhee from 4 to 12 December 1976 and the
first House Finch for Niagara on 8 April 1976.
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Stonemill Road
Return to Dominion Road, turn left and continue to Stonemill Road (1.6 km). There
turn left again to the lake. Go a few metres past Thunder Bay Road on your right and
park at the end of Stonemill Road (1763386E 474899N). Walk out and explore the beach
to the east and west.
Windmill Point Road
Take Thunder Bay Road to the left (west) until you reach Windmill Point Road (0.8 km).
Turn left to the lake, park and explore the beach (17662617E 4748201N). The rocky beach
to the east can be rewarding. A little farther along a short walk takes you to a point of
land and a sand beach beyond, which is often excellent for shorebirds. Rarities observed
here include Wandering Tattler from 11 to 15 July 1960 and from 8 to 13 June 1977 and
American Oystercatcher from 2 to 21 July 1960.
North Shore Drive
The next stop to the west of Windmill Point is the shoreline at the southeast corner of
Ridgeway Shores Golf Course. Continue west on Thunder Bay Road, and when you
reach Maple Leaf Avenue South (2.6 km), turn left, drive to the end of the avenue and
park in the subdivision called Maple Leaf Park (17659991E 4748479N). Take the community path to the shore to avoid walking through someone’s yard.
Crystal Beach and Ridgeway
If time permits, it is worth going a few more kilometres to Crystal Beach. Return to
Thunder Bay Road and turn left (west). Continue for 0.9 km to Ridge Road south. Turn
left on Ridge Road south toward the village of Crystal Beach. Follow Ridge Road south,
which becomes Crystal Beach Drive, and leads to Ridgeway Road, where you turn left.
Ridgeway Road runs to the lake and ends at Terrace Lane (a one-way street). There you
will find Crystal Beach Waterfront Park (17658617E 4747070N). This is always a good
place to look for gulls, ducks and, with the aid of a scope, shorebirds along the beach,
although it is usually crowded with people during the summer months. It is also a very
likely spot, in the third to fourth week of May, for finding Whimbrel. From the park,
follow Terrace Lane back to Crystal Beach Drive, where you turn left and continue to
Ridgeway Road.Turning right (north) will then take you through Ridgeway to Highway 3.
To access the next section of the Lake Erie shoreline trip from Ridgeway to Port
Colborne, follow Ridgeway Road to Highway 3. Note that Ridgeway Road becomes Gorham Road before it intersects Highway 3.

From Ridgeway to Port Colborne
This trip covers approximately 30 km and takes at least 1 1/2 hours.

Point Abino
The starting point is the intersection of Highway 3 and Gorham Road in Ridgeway.
Travel west to Point Abino Road, where you turn left (south) to the lake. As you travel
south, Point Abino Road changes its name to Point Abino Road South at Michener Road.
Continue to Point Abino. The shoreline at Point Abino is open on the lake side of the
road, and when the water level in the lake is low, shorebirds are visible. In winter waterfowl are also attracted to this area. There is a small parking lot and a boat launch on the
left (17655719E 4746491N). From here you can scan the lake. A Yellow-billed Loon was
observed from this location from 2 to 7 January 1997. Continue along the road as far as
the marina. A Gyrfalcon was observed here from 3 to 4 January 1997. Driving a little
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farther along brings you to the entrance of the private and gated community of Point
Abino (1765592E 4745468 N). Permission to walk beyond the gate to the Point Abino
lighthouse is sometimes granted. Whimbrel have been seen along the shoreline in May,
and a Western Tanager was observed not far from the lighthouse on 7 May 2000.

Holloway Bay Road and Marcy’s Woods
Return to the junction of Point Abino Road and Highway 3. Turn left (west) on
Highway 3, which then curves to the south and passes Mathews Road. The next road is
Holloway Bay Road, where you turn left to the lake and park at the end of the road
(17653895E 4747161N). Fire Lane #29, which may be marked as Marcy Lane with a sign
warning you to keep out, leads to Marcy’s Woods. Permission is needed to enter. If you
are at Point Abino, you do not have to return to Highway 3. Instead, drive to Michener
Road, turn left (west), cross Mathews Road and then turn left again to the lake at
Holloway Bay Road (1.6 km).
Pleasant Beach Road
From Holloway Bay, drive out to Michener Road and turn left (west). This will lead to
Pleasant Beach Road, where you turn left to the lake and park (17653210E 4747498N).
This is a popular beach area that can be very crowded in July and August, but it provides a good vantage point for scoping the lake and shoreline.
Empire Road
From Pleasant Beach, drive out to Beach Road. Turn left (west) and left again at Empire
Road (17652326E 4748280N), which leads to Sherkston Shores Park and Sherkston
Beach. The park charges an entrance fee. If spending a day at the beach during shorebird migration, you should scan the miles of open shore and rocky outcroppings for
shorebirds, which will be seen in areas unfrequented by bathers. Watch for gulls, terns
and migrating passerines. You can also see good examples of barrier sand dunes.
Pinecrest Point Road
The next stop after Empire Road is Pinecrest Point Road. Return to Highway 3 and turn
left (west). You will pass Wyldewood Road, Silver Bay Road and Cedar Bay Road. These
three roads provide access to Lake Erie, but the shoreline here has far fewer shorebirds
than it does at the end of Pinecrest Point Road. Continue on Highway 3 west of Cedar
Bay Road to the Village of Gasline. You will notice a lower speed limit here as the highway curves slightly to the right (north) and continues to Port Colborne and the
Welland Canal. You, however, will take a cutoff to the left called Killaly Street. Drive a
very short distance to Pinecrest Point Road and turn left. Travel to the end of this road
for access to the lake at Whiteman’s Point (17648291E 4747951N). Working the shoreline here, especially to the east, is very productive for shorebirds.
Lorraine Road
Return to Killaly Street and travel west from Pinecrest Point Road to Lorraine Road,
passing Miller Road and Weaver Road. (Miller Road is rough clay, so you may not want
to drive on it. If it is wet, you definitely will not want to take it to the lake.) Turn left
(south) on Lorraine Road, which ends at Lorraine Bay (17645831E 4748135N). After
scanning the beach from this location, return to Killaly Street and travel west to
Welland Street, which runs along the Welland Canal.
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East Side of the Welland Canal - Welland Street
Highway 3 and Killaly Street both reach Welland Street at the Welland Canal in Port
Colborne. Highway 3, or Main Street East, carries on across the canal at the Main Street
Bridge. It passes through the north end of Port Colborne and continues west. From its
junction with Highway 3 in Gasline, Killaly Street runs west to where it ends at Welland
Street. An observation area for watching ships (rather than birds) entering and leaving
this Port Colborne lock of the Welland Canal makes an interesting stop. There is a second bridge (Bridge 21) a little farther south. If the Main Street bridge is up, avoid a long
delay by going south on Welland Street and crossing the canal at Bridge 21.
Nickel Beach
Before crossing over to the west side of the canal, however, you may wish to visit Nickel
Beach. Go south along Welland Street toward Bridge 21, and just before you get to the
bridge, turn left (south) on Welland Street which continues to parallel the canal. When
you get to the end of Welland Street, bear left on Lake Road and continue to the
entrance to Nickel Beach, which is administered by the City of Port Colborne
(17643675E 4748623N). In the winter, the area between the beach entrance and the
mouth of the canal is worth scrutinizing for birds such as Snowy Owl, Purple Sandpiper
and Snow Bunting.
To access the section of shoreline from Port Colborne to Long Beach, return to
Welland Street and cross the canal on Bridge 21 to the left. Travel west a short distance
to the intersection of Clarence Street and King Street, which is the starting point for the
Lake Erie shoreline trip from Port Colborne to the Long Beach Conservation Area.

From Port Colborne to the Long Beach Conservation Area
King Street
The starting point of this trip is the intersection of Welland Street and King Street in Port
Colborne just west of the canal. As you travel south on King Street you will cross Sugarloaf Street. Continue south toward the grain elevators. You will be cautioned about
entering the grain elevator property by “No Entry” signs (17642756E 4748419N). These
should be respected. In recent years Peregrine Falcons have nested on the grain elevators, and there is a good chance of seeing them throughout the year. While you are here,
look in the harbour to the west for gulls, ducks, geese, grebes and cormorants.
Elm Street
Return to Sugarloaf Street. Travelling west from King Street you will pass Catherine
Street and then you will see Elm Street on your right. (This street leads to Mud Lake, one
of the sites birders usually visit during passerine migration. The details for the Mud Lake
Conservation Area can be found in the Southern Niagara Region section.) On your left is
the entrance to H.H. Knoll Lakeview Park, where you turn left (south) toward the lake.
Elm Street - H.H. Knoll Lakeview Park and the Waterfront
Directly across from the south end of Elm Street is the entrance to H.H. Knoll Lakeview
Park. Turn left off Sugarloaf Street and drive south toward the lake (17642404E
4748739N). A short distance down the road, you will see Marina Road to your left. If you
follow this road, you arrive at the east side of the harbour and just to the left (east) is the
area that you accessed from King Street. Marion Marina can be seen to the right and
Sugarloaf Harbour, to the south. The seawall that protects Sugarloaf Harbour and the
marina runs in a crescent from southeast to northwest. You should scan this wall for
shorebirds in the spring and fall, and in the winter, for Snowy Owls. Beyond the marina
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seawall is a much larger and longer seawall that protects the mouth of the Welland Canal
and the whole harbour, which is called Gravelly Bay on both the east and west sides of
the canal. There is a shorter seawall on the east side of the mouth of the canal. Look for
Purple Sandpipers along the seawalls. You can also see cormorants, gulls, ducks and
geese here, so scope this area and the bay thoroughly. Make sure you look at all the birds
in the marina area. Brant has been seen on several occasions. The restaurant at the marina is open during boating season.
Return north on Marina Road to where you split off near the entrance to the park.
Turn left here and go south down the west side of the marina. There is a large parking
area here at the southwest end of the park (17642184E 4798733N). Looking west from
behind the hospital, you can view the harbour. Look all along the rocky shore for shorebirds and out in the harbour for gulls, ducks, geese and swans. Tundra Swan is found
here in spring and fall in good numbers. Make sure you look at all the gulls and geese sitting in the parking lot, for we have found Brant sitting on the ground in this area.
Sugarloaf Point is visible to the west. Rarities found in the Gravelly Bay/Sugarloaf Point
area include a Piping Plover from 9 to 18 October 2002, a Willet from 16 to 19 May
1967, two American Oystercatchers on 9 September 1996 and a Wandering Tattler on
1 August 1948.

Tennessee Avenue
Return to Sugarloaf Street and continue west to Steele Street. At this corner an Orangecrowned Warbler overwintered in 1995-1996. Go an additional 0.1 km west and turn
left on Tennessee Avenue. Approximately 15 metres down the street look in the first tall
tree on the left for Eastern Screech-Owl sunning in the warm daylight hours. Eastern
Screech-Owls are also commonly found on the streets opposite the hospital and in H.H.
Knoll Park. Continue west to where Tennessee Avenue runs into Rosemount Avenue and
turn south to the bay. (One side trip for screech-owls would have you turn right and go
north on Rosemount. The second street, going north, is Ash Street, where you turn left.
Cross Scholfield Avenue and enter Sunset Park (17641003E 4749164N). Scan the cavities
in the tall trees for owls.)
Lakeshore Road West and Gravelly Bay
Rosemount Avenue runs due south to Gravelly Bay, where it bears to the right (west) and
becomes Lakeshore Road West. This stretch of road can be very busy, and parking may
be difficult. The best approach is to park at the west end of Tennessee Avenue or along
Rosemount Avenue before it becomes Lakeshore Road, and from there walk down to the
bay. As you come out of the bend onto Lakeshore Road, the bay is to the left (south), and
the first opportunity to stop is a small parking area on the left. There you will find a
restaurant (open year-round) and the Surfside Marina (17641190E 4748575N). If it is offseason, you can park here; otherwise, make a short stop to scope, taking care not to
impede traffic.
Cement Road (also known as Cement Plant Road)
After leaving the bay area and continuing west along Lakeshore Road West, you will pass
Bayview Lane, Gaspare Drive and Rose Avenue. One kilometre farther will take you to
Cement Road on your right. Go north on Cement Road, taking note of the bluebird
boxes on your left, and in about 50 metres you will cross a small drainage canal. Look
along both sides of this canal for kingfishers, herons and egrets. To the east, this channel
leads to the weir that empties into Gravelly Bay at Surfside Marina, and to the west Reeb
Road and a nature trail. The bush along both sides of the road attracts many passerines.
Continue to drive north, and you will see to the left a small parking area on the bank of
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Cement Plant Road pond (17640429E 4748954N). This is an excellent spot from which
to scan the pond. Yellowlegs are always a possibility in the shallow water. If the mud is
exposed, smaller species of shorebird may be found. Watch for ducks, geese, grebes and
coots. The south shore of the pond may harbour Black-crowned Night-Heron and
Great Blue Heron as well as Great Egret. Swamp Sparrow, singing Marsh Wrens and
Common Yellowthroat are found in the swampy area around the pond. A Little Blue
Heron was observed on 16 July 1968; Tricolored Herons from 23 to 24 May 1971 and
from 11 to 18 May 1977; and a Yellow-crowned Night Heron from 10 to 13 August
2002. The field directly to the east and across the road from the pond attracts Savannah
Sparrows and Eastern Meadowlarks. Continue through an S-turn and a small woodlot.
A short distance after the turn on the left is an old rail bed called the Gordon Harry
Conservation Trail, which leads to the Wainfleet Wetlands. The trail runs parallel to
both Lakeshore Road West and Highway 3 and gives access to woods, fields and swamp
habitats in Niagara west of Port Colborne. Between the trail and Highway 3 to the north
is an open field where you should look for meadowlarks and sparrows.

Reeb Road
Travelling west from Cement Road on Lakeshore Road West, you reach Reeb Road in
about 0.4 km (17640034E 4748352N). Park, making sure you are clear of traffic on
Lakeshore Road. Reeb Road goes only a short distance north to some concrete barriers
that are there to keep motorized vehicles off the road. The road takes you through a rich
variety of habitats in a short time.
Quarry (Quarrie) Road
Travelling west again on Lakeshore Road, look for your next stop, Quarry Road, about
1.7 km past Reeb Road. Turn right (north) and you will see a cottage area on the right
and a bushy area on the left, where you can scan for birds. In about 0.2 km, the road
crosses a small bridge (17638411E 4748978N) with quarries on both sides. The water is
deep at the south end of the quarries, but some shoreline is visible at the north end.
Bush lines both sides of the road and usually contains Song Sparrows, Gray Catbirds
and Yellow Warblers as well as whatever migrants are moving through. Drive about
three quarters of the way north between the quarries. Stop where you can see the north
shore of each quarry and scan the shoreline for shorebirds, gulls, terns, geese and
ducks. The east quarry has an easy path (17638408E 4749373N) down to the floor. The
west quarry, however, has no path, only an abrupt drop of about 20 metres to the floor.
Caution is required. Unfortunately, more birds can usually be seen in the west quarry
than in the east quarry. Be sure you look to your right and well into the corner for the
shorebirds that can be found there. Look as well on the islands out in the water. Osprey,
Bald Eagle and other raptors have been seen here. If you want to look more closely at
the west quarry, drive north to the end of the quarry. On your left you will find the continuation of the Gordon Harry Conservation Trail and a parking lot (17638367E
4749557N). Park and walk into the quarry or follow the trail. The rock in this quarry,
once part of an ancient sea, is Devonian, which would make it at least three hundred
and fifty million years old. It is a rewarding place to look for fossils as well as birds.
From the parking lot you can see Highway 3 to your north. Pause to examine the bush
area on your right (east), which always contains birds. Some of the houses on the left
(west) have bird feeders worth checking.
Golf Course Road
Return to Lakeshore Road and travel west; stop at the parking areas on your left at
0.1 km and 0.3 km, and walk to the shore to look for shorebirds.
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An American Oystercatcher was observed just to the east of this location on 9 September 1996. Continue west on Lakeshore Road, which intersects Rathfon Road at the stone
wall surrounding the old Rathfon Inn. Here turn right (north) on Rathfon Road, and after
50 metres turn left (west) onto the continuation of Lakeshore Road. Continue for 1.6 km
to where Lakeshore Road intersects Golf Course Road. If you turn right (north), Highway
3 is about 1.6 km away. Watch the tall trees to your left for Red-headed Woodpecker, and
check the fields to your right for raptors, sparrows and meadowlarks. Otherwise, turn
left (south) at the junction of Lakeshore Road and Golf Course Road and drive 0.2 km to
a sweeping curve and the continuation of Lakeshore Road to the west. At the curve, turn
left off Lakeshore Road onto Harborview Road.

Harbourview Road
This road is at the south end of Golf Course Road and its junction with Lakeshore Road.
As you begin driving south on Harbourview Road, stop and look east down the shore to
see if there are any shorebirds on the beach. Also look just east of the junction to where
algae builds up and attracts shorebirds. Just 30 metres from the junction is a drive that
leads down to the shore and is used for launching boats. You can walk on very slippery
rocks to the shore from this point. Drive about 50 metres more and look for a crescent
pull-off on your left that can hold a few cars (17635967E 4747675N). Park and scan the
shore. This is an excellent location for gulls and shorebirds; a Franklin’s Gull was
observed here on 19 May 2001 and a Willet on 19 August 2001. You can walk down to
the shore from this vantage point, but the jumbled rocks make for a treacherous descent.
If the lake level is low, there will be a good stretch of shore open for birds. Walk south to
the point and west around it to look for birds not visible from Harbourview Road.

opposite: Morgan’s Point
from the south: Morgan’s
Point Road runs south-north
The shoreline to the west of
the road is open to the public.

David Walker

Morgan’s Point Road
From the junction of Golf Course, Harbourview and Lakeshore Roads, continue west on
Lakeshore for 0.6 km to the junction of Moore Road on your right (north) and Morgan’s
Point Road on your left (south). Turn south on Morgan’s Point Road, and in less than 0.8
km you will find the entrance to Wainfleet Community Memorial Park. A right turn here
will take you into the park, which is approximately 0.5 km square. A road loops through
the park, and there are picnic tables and parking places. Continue to drive south toward
the lake, where there is a small parking area on your right (17635190E 4746165N). The
road bends slightly to the left, and you can park a car at its end as well. Red Knot,
Whimbrel and many other shorebird species have been observed from this vantage point.
Rarities observed here include Eared Grebe on 26 April 2002, Western Grebe on 23 April
1972, Curlew Sandpiper on 21 August 1965, Ruff from 30 July to 4 August 1966,
Bewick’s Wren on 28 April 1957, Harris’s Sparrow from 8 December 1996 to 10 May
1997 and Yellow-headed Blackbird on 15 May 1956. Scan for gulls, terns, ducks and
geese before disturbing them by walking to the shore. Walk southwest out to the point to
scan the shoreline to the west for at least 1.5 km. (This rocky shore can be slippery when
wet.) In the spring and fall, enter the park here to search for passerine migrants.
Belleview Road and Burnaby Road
Return to Lakeshore Road and travel left (west) from Morgan’s Point Road. After 0.8 km
Lakeshore Road intersects Belleview Beach Road to your left (south) and Burnaby Road
to the right (north). Turn south on Belleview Beach Road and drive 0.6 km to the end,
where you will find a small beach community (17634371E 4746900N). To see shorebirds,
take the path to the beach and you will find the bay that was visible from Morgan’s Point.
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Side Road 18
From the corner of Belleview Beach Road and Lakeshore Road, go west 1.2 km. You will
pass Summerland Avenue then Dreamland Avenue, both on your right before you arrive
at Side Road 18, which is also on your right (north). If you look toward the lake at this
point, you can see the remnants of a road leading to the shore. It is difficult to park on
Lakeshore Road, so to be safe, turn right and park on Side Road 18 (17633488E
4747536N). Walk across Lakeshore Road, through the bushes and down to the shore.
Augustine Road and Station Road
From Side Road18 continue west on Lakeshore Road. There are cottages on the lake side
just before it curves to the south giving you an open view of the lake and Grabell Point.
This is a good shorebird stop because wave action blows algae into the bay. You may be
repelled by the smell, but the shorebirds will not. This narrow piece of road is not a suitable or safe place to stop your car because drivers from the east are blind to what is in
the road until they have entered the curve. Once you are through the curve, the road
straightens out, and you can see the four-way stop, with Augustine Road on the south of
Lakeshore Road and Station Road on the north (17632651E 4747266N). Park here and
walk back to the bay.
Side Road 26
Less than 1.2 km west of Station and Augustine Roads, Lakeshore Road takes you to the
junction of Augustine and Brawn Roads, where Augustine Road rejoins Lakeshore Road
after passing through the community of Long Beach.
Travelling west along Lakeshore Road takes you to the next stop 1.4 km from the
junction of Brawn and Augustine Roads (17630304E 4747974N). Look left (south) for a
road that leads to the shore. The shoreline here gives a good vista east to Long Beach and
west to the Long Beach Conservation Area.
Minor Road 28
Proceed another 1.0 km past the junction of Lakeshore Road and Side Road 26, and you
will come to Minor Road 28 (17629306E 4748103N). There is no access to the lake here,
but this is a good place to look for land birds. Watch the farms for blackbirds in migration and in the winter months. The Gordon Harry Conservation Trail crosses Minor
Road from east to west before you reach Concession Road 1 to the north. You can walk
along the trail less than a kilometre to the west to the Harold Mitchell Nature Preserve,
which is on the northern border of the Long Beach Conservation Area.
Old Lakeshore Road
As you travel west 0.2 km along Lakeshore Road from Minor Road, you come to Old
Lakeshore Road on your left, which borders the east side of the Long Beach
Conservation Area. Turn left onto Old Lakeshore, which bears immediately west, and
you will be able to see a fence about 50 metres away at the end of the road. There is a
path here leading to the beach where you can see the point to the southwest. Scan the
shore to the east and then walk the shoreline to the point. Go around the point and continue west until the open rock gives way to a sand beach. From here you can see a long
distance. You need to look closely for shorebirds because of the unevenness of the rocky
shoreline. Look for Purple Sandpiper and Dunlin late in the season. If you look to the
south, you can see Mohawk Island a fair distance away, but if it is calm you will be able
to see cormorants, gulls and terns there. There is a barrier of bushes and trees to the
north of the shore that can shelter migrant passerines. Osprey, Bald Eagle, American
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Kestrel, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Red-tailed Hawk and accipiters have been seen in
the mature trees along the shore here. There is very little room to park on this road, but
you can park back at Minor Road or along Lakeshore Road if the shoulder allows.

Long Beach Conservation Area
Drive 0.3 km west along Lakeshore Road West from Old Lakeshore Road, and you will
find the entrance to Long Beach Conservation Area (17628800E 4748045N). There is a
charge for day use and for camping. A Wilson’s Storm-Petrel was located here on 14
August 1955. The collection gate is on your left (south) of Lakeshore Road, and if you
look north there is an extension of the park with a wooded area that becomes the
Harold Mitchell Nature Preserve. Look for migrants along the fringe of the woods and
north into the mature trees of the woodlot.
Side Road 30
Another 0.2 km takes you to the western border of the park and Side Road 30
(17628500E 4748016N). Turn right (north) and park on the side of the road, but watch
for “No Parking” signs. Walk back to Lakeshore Road, and you will find a road between
houses leading to the beach. There is usually an active feeder at the house on the right
(west) and a good heavy vegetation cover on the left; watch for migrants along this
fringe. At the beach, you can scan for birds all the way back to the point or walk to the
point if access is easier from this location. The fringe of trees and bush along the north
side of the beach may hold migrants. Any
of the stops along the shore should afford
good views of the Monarch Butterfly
migration in the fall.
Drive north on Side Road 30. A ditch
along the west side of the Long Beach
Conservation Area always shelters birds.
The open fields to your west can produce
Vesper and Savannah Sparrow. As you
drive north 1.0 km from Lakeshore Road,
look for a small sign in the woods on
your right indicating the entrance to the
Harold Mitchell Nature Preserve. This is a
good place to enter the preserve, for within 12 metres you will find yourself in a
stand of mature trees. Because the fringes
of this wet wood can be very difficult to walk through, boots are recommended. Look
for Great Horned and Eastern Screech-Owls in the mature trees and for Long-eared,
Short-eared and Northern Saw-whet Owls at the fringes in the fall and winter. Ruffed
Grouse is a possibility around the heavy fringe of the woods and Downy, Hairy and,
rarely, Red-headed Woodpeckers can be found. This is a protective wood for migrants in
both spring and fall. A short distance north is the Gordon Harry Conservation Trail
(17628439E 4749212N), which can be used to access the northern end of the nature preserve. Another 0.4 km north (where there are open fields) will take you to Concession
Road #1, and a right turn will take you one kilometre east to Highway 3. In fall and winter, watch these open fields for Horned Lark, Snow Bunting and Lapland Longspur.
The boundary of the Niagara Region lies 1.5 km of Side Road 30. If you continue
6 km past the region boundary on Lakeshore Road, you will reach Rock Point Provincial
Park, an excellent location to view shorebirds.

Out in Mohawk Bay, 1.5 km to
the southeast of the park, is
Mohawk Island on which many
cormorants, gulls and terns are
breeding.

Alan Wormington
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Northern Saw-whet Owl
Barry Cherriere

The Southern
Niagara Region
Drew J. Campbell

These commonly frequented hotspots in the southern portion of Niagara
offer the birder a good likelihood of seeing migrants in the spring
and fall and breeding birds in the summer.
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SOME OF THE HOTSPOTS REQUIRE SPECIAL PREPARATION BEFORE ENTRY. They are
often very wet and boots may be needed. Many have wood ticks. Wainfleet Bog also
has the deer ticks which carry Lyme disease. It is important to take the proper precautions against these insects by tucking pant cuffs into the tops of socks or boots, by
using the appropriate insect repellent, by wearing light clothing and by checking all
clothing and exposed skin after leaving these areas.
Erie Beach and Morgan’s Point Conservation Area
These two hotspots are not difficult to find and are easy to walk in an hour or two.
They are excellent locations for observing waterbirds, shorebirds and passerines during
migration. Erie Beach Park was once an old amusement park that existed from 1885 to
1930, when it was driven out of business by competition from Crystal Beach
Amusement Park. Before the Peace Bridge was built, Erie Beach Park was one of the
ferry stops for boats coming from Buffalo. As you walk through mature woods and
along the shore, you can see remnants of the pier and the amusement park. Morgan’s
Point Conservation Area, with its rocky shore, sand dunes, mature trees and easy walking is also a rewarding place to look for migrants. The trees and shrubs close to the
Lake Erie shoreline are particularly good for migrant passerines in the spring and fall.
Directions to Erie Beach Park and Morgan’s Point are included above in The Lake
Erie Shoreline section
Humberstone Marsh Conservation Area, Port Colborne
This 82-hectare conservation area, located in the City of Port Colborne east of the city
centre, is also referred to as ‘Humberstone Muck Basin Swamp Forest’. Considered to
be a significant wetland complex by the Province of Ontario, it consists of multiple,
wetland patches (99.3% swamp and 0.7% marsh), closed and open swamp forest with
mature trees in the south (maple, oak, birch, spice bush), old fields, meadows and a
white pine and spruce plantation in the southwest corner of the conservation area.
This peat and muck-filled basin is part of the Haldimand Clay Plain, which is contained by the Onondaga Escarpment to the south that separates the plain from Lake
Erie. The muck is the black organic acidic material that has built up and remained on
underlying clay because of poor drainage. You can examine the Onondaga Escarpment
at a road cut on Highway 58 about 3 kilometres north of the junction of Highway 58
and Highway 3 in Port Colborne.
The complete Humberstone Wetland is much bigger than the Humberstone Marsh
Conservation Area and serves as a headwater for Black Creek, which flows east to the
Niagara River. Look for Field and Song Sparrow in fields and scrub, Eastern ScreechOwl, Great Horned Owl, Veery, Wood Thrush, Ovenbird and Scarlet Tanager in the
forest, and in the winter season Northern Saw-whet Owl, Long-eared Owl and Great
Horned Owl in the white pine and spruce plantation. Short-eared Owls have been seen
in the fields along Wilhelm Road, which is one concession east of Neff Road. Some of
the birds observed during the second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas were Northern
Bobwhite (the only Niagara record, perhaps not a wild bird), Tufted Titmouse, Bluewinged Warbler and American Redstart.
Directions: Parking and access to the Conservation Area is on Neff Road between
Concession Road 2 and Lever Road in the City of Port Colborne. Neff Road can be
reached from Highway 3 near Sherkston which is west of Fort Erie and east of Port
Colborne. At the junction of Neff Road and Highway 3, turn north and drive 2 km to
Concession Road 2. Continue about 1 km north on Neff Road to the southern edge of
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American Bittern
Barry Cherriere

the marsh, where you will find a marked trail. Another 0.2 km takes you to an excellent
location (17651600E 4753700N) at which to listen and look for birds. There is also a trail
to the right along a creek. Concession Road 3, a dirt road a short distance farther north,
is worth walking to the west. The wooded habitat continues for about 1 km north on
Neff Road. At this point look for some open ponds.

Mud Lake Conservation Area, Port Colborne
Mud Lake Conservation Area consists of approximately 60 hectares of wetland and 54
hectares of field and woodland. The narrow tree line that borders the north, south and
west sides of the lake stands on a dike, where an upper path on the dike provides a very
good view of warblers, thrushes and other birds during migration. From the path,
where the shoreline of the lake is visible, waterthrushes are always a possibility. A ditch
at the south end of the conservation area drains the Wainfleet Bog, moving water east to
the Welland Canal. A lower path leads south from the parking lot and turns east, where
it parallels this ditch and provides an attractive habitat for birds.
The starting point for this hotspot is the small parking lot on the west side of Mud
Lake on Elm Street. With the road at your back, and looking to the right (southeast),
you will see the entrance to the lower path that leads to the bypassed Welland Canal.
To your front (northeast) you will see a walkway up a hill leading to the upper path on
the dike. You can start to look for birds in the trees and bushes that border three sides
of the parking lot. From the parking lot, take the lower path and look for birds along it.
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Wood ticks are often present here. Watch for warblers, sparrows and thrushes that
will show up on the open path in front of you. If you walk about 60 metres along the
trail, you will reach a short trail to the left that leads to the upper path on the dike, and
at about 120 metres, there is a second short trail that leads to the upper path. The lower
path can be wet, so boots may be needed as you go farther to the east. It is about a 2-km
walk from the Elm Street parking lot to the service road for the bypassed Welland Canal.
For a shorter hike and to access the east side of the lake, take the second trail leading
north up to the dike surrounding Mud Lake. Once you get to the upper path walk a
short distance to the right (east), and you will come to a more open area where you can
find Field Sparrow and Song Sparrow. Looking north, you will see a swampy habitat,
with bulrushes, that begins right in front of you and runs down the whole east side of the
lake. Virginia Rail, Sora, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Marsh Wren, Swamp
Sparrow and possibly American and Least Bittern can be found here. Watch for ducks,
geese, herons, night-herons, swallows over the water, gulls and terns (Common Tern,
Caspian Tern and, rarely, Black Tern). To return to the parking lot, walk west and then
north along the upper path. If you wish to explore more of the lake, continue along the
upper path. This will take you to the east side of the lake and you can continue to walk
completely around the lake from here. If for some reason the water in the lake is low,
exposed mud flats at the north end attract shorebirds. The walk down the west side of
the lake will take at least 30 minutes. On spring evenings, the upper path north of the
parking lot is an excellent place to listen for Virginia Rail, Sora, Least Bittern, and
American Bittern. At dusk, listen and watch for American Woodcock and Wilson’s Snipe.
Directions: The conservation area parking lot access is on the east side of Regional
Road 80 (Elm Street) in the City of Port Colborne. From Highway 3 or Main Street West
in Port Colborne, travel 3.3 km north on Elm Street to the parking lot on your right
(17642407E 4754449 N).

Stevensville Conservation Park (Fort Erie Conservation Club)
Located on this 49-hectare site are a Carolinian forest, the meandering Black Creek, a
wetland, a fishing pond and an open picnic area. Hike the trails, where you will be sure
to see many different species of birds and wildlife. This is an excellent place to look for
Long-eared Owls, Northern Saw-whet Owls and migrants.
Directions: Exit the QEW at Exit 16, Sodom Road. Travel south along Sodom Road
(which becomes Stevensville Road in Snyder) to Main Street in Stevensville. Turn right
(west) on Main Street and drive directly to the conservation area. The parking lot at 1.5
km gives access to the trails (17657209E 4756339N).
Wainfleet Bog Conservation Area
Please note these special precautions before entering the bog. There is always a danger of
fire. Once started, a peat fire can smoulder and burn below the surface for months.
Under no circumstances should you light a fire in the bog. It is very easy to get lost in
this bog because of a lack of distinctive landmarks. Coloured tape to mark your starting
points, a compass and/or a GPS hand-held unit can be used to lead you back to your
entrance point. Some GPS units have topography maps to help you navigate off-road
areas like the bog. Note that, if you are not on one of the trails, it is almost impossible to
walk out of the bog though the brambles and deep drainage ditches.
This bog is a remnant of the last glacial retreat from Niagara approximately 10,00012,000 years ago. As glaciers retreated, the melt water created a lake that was contained
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Wainfleet Bog from the south
west: The intersection of Wilson
Road and Highway 3 at the
bottom centre of the photograph marks the south west
corner of the bog. The bend in
Wilson Road at Garringer Road
can be seen in the upper left.
The rectanglular areas where
peat was mined are visible in
the central portions of the bog.

David Walker

by the Onondaga Escarpment which prevented runoff into Lake Erie. It is thought that
the bog covered an area from Port Colborne west to the Grand River. The current bog
vegetation has been carbon dated to 4,500-4,700 years ago. Over the last few hundred
years, human intervention in the form of drainage, housing and peat extraction has
caused the bog area to shrink to its present size. The current bog area is approximately
1,460 hectares. A group including the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority, the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and the Nature Conservancy of Canada has purchased approximately 800 hectares of this area. There is a current effort to stop the
drainage of the bog and rehydrate the area. Along with this activity, non-native
European Birch trees are being removed, and bog species such as Leatherleaf, Labrador
Tea, Sheep Laurel and Blueberry are being reintroduced. These activities will help to
preserve animal species such as the Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake. For further information, consult Anne Yagi and Kim Frohlich’s “An interim report on Wainfleet Bog
restoration: challenges and future direction” (1999) in B. Johnson and M. Wright (eds.),
Second International Symposium and Workshop on the Conservation of the Eastern
Massasauga Rattlesnake, Sistrurus catenatus catenatus: population and habitat management issues in urban, bog, prairie and forested ecosystems, 2-3 October, 1998, Toronto
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Zoo, Toronto, and John Middleton’s “The Massasauga Rattlesnake,
Sistrurus catenatus, in Wainfleet Bog” (1993) in B. Johnson and V. Menzies
(eds.), International Symposium and Workshop on the Conservation of
the Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake, 8-9 May, 1992, Toronto Zoo,
Toronto.
Directions: No roads lead into the interior of the bog. Five roads border it, but you must walk to get into the bog. The starting point is the
junction of Highway 3 and Highway 58, or West Side Road, in Port
Colborne.
To access the southeastern corner of the bog, travel west on Highway
3 about 1.5 kilometres from the junction of Highway 3 and Highway 58.
After the S-curve, look for Minor Road on your right. Turn right (north)
on Minor Road. Start looking for birds immediately. Depending on what
crops are being cultivated, the fields can be overgrown with weeds. In the
years leading up to 2009, the ethanol craze drove farmers to plant corn
that wiped out weedy fields in many areas of Niagara. On the first kilometre of Minor Road, look for Grasshopper, Savannah, Field and Song
Sparrow as well as Eastern Meadowlark in weed covered fields. In open
cultivated fields you can look for Killdeer, Horned Lark and Vesper
Sparrow. You will see hedgerows, low bushes and single trees as you drive
north. Scan the tall trees for Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Blue Jay,
Brown Thrasher and Northern Mockingbird. The bush is likely to hide
Gray Catbird, Yellow Warbler and Song Sparrow. In 1988, a drought year
in the North American west, a nesting Dickcissel pair was found, on
23- 30 June, in a metre-high bush next to the ditch along the west side of
the road. When you have driven one kilometre, you will enter a woodland area where you may find Downy, Hairy and Red-bellied
Woodpecker, Warbling Vireo and Red-eyed Vireo. These woods are good
for Eastern Screech-Owl and Great Horned Owl. After the second kilometre, you reach a T-intersection at Barrick Road. Now take Barrick Road
for one kilometre west (left) to a spot where bush begins on the right side
(north) side. Park here (17640333E 4752246N). This section of the bog is
owned by the F.A.Y. (initials of the original owners) Farms. Permission to enter the bog
at this location should be obtained at the office. Follow the dirt road on the east side of
the bush north for about 2 kilometres. Watch and listen for Yellow-billed and Blackbilled Cuckoo and Mourning Warbler along this bush line. If you follow the dirt road
northeast, you will come to some interesting ponds. Alternatively, walk north as far as
you can in the area most obviously disturbed by peat mining. Then turn west to find
yourself in some of the least disturbed bog vegetation. A poorly marked trail here takes
you north into the bog. Many years ago this trail led to an open area free of trees where
Lincoln’s Sparrow nested, but the open area, and the Lincoln Sparrow, vanished with
the introduction of European Birch.
For access to the south side of the bog, continue west on Highway 3; the first road
on your right is Young’s Road, which dead ends less than a kilometre north of the highway. Continue west to the newly constructed Erie Peat Road, which was recently moved
0.5 km east to allow the original road to be quarried. Because of the construction, drive
about 1 km north turn, due west for 0.5 km and then go right (north) another
kilometre to the end of the road where you will find a parking lot (639100E 4752200N).
Walk north into the bog. After about 0.43 km, there is a trail to the left that leads, after
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1.1 km, to an open area cleared of European Birch and to some ponds. To the left of the
trail there is a drainage ditch and tracks on which trams were used to remove the peat
from the bog. In the late spring and summer, look for birds such as Alder Flycatcher,
Veery, Nashville Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Ovenbird,
Yellow-Breasted Chat and Rufous-sided Towhee.
For access to the west side of the bog, continue west on Highway 3. The next road
to the west is Kwik Mix Road, which at one time was Erie Peat Road. Look for swallows
(Tree, Northern, Rough-winged, possibly Bank and Barn Swallow) in the quarry here.
Continuing for about three kilometres west, you will pass the quarry and then
Biederman Road and Grabiel Road (bog entrance is possible at the ends of these roads
but may require permission) before arriving at Wilson Road, which constitutes the
western border of the bog. Just before you get to Wilson Road, look for Neff Road on
your left. The two large ponds here can harbour waterfowl and the feeders at the houses along the west side of the road are always active in the fall and winter. Turn right and
go north on Wilson Road. Even if you do not go into the bog, this is an excellent road
for birding. In both spring and fall you will want to look for migrant passerines all
along the edge of the road. Whip-poor-wills can be heard throughout the bog, but on
Wilson Road you can actually see them in your headlights, their glowing red eyes evident from a distance. The Buffalo Ornithological Society runs an annual spring trip
here to see these birds. The dates are posted in their events calendar. If you look north,
you can see where Wilson Road bends slightly west then straightens to go north again.
This is a good place to stop and look for birds. Garringer Road joins Wilson Road from
the west at this point and leads to mostly cultivated fields and possibly to Short-eared
Owl in the winter season. You can park anywhere on the side of Wilson Road at this
point and walk the edge of the bush. Look for Yellow-billed and Black-billed Cuckoo,
Least, Willow and Alder Flycatcher, Wood Thrush, Veery, Gray Catbird, House Wren,
Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, occasionally Yellow-breasted Chat and, on spring
evenings, displaying American Woodcock and Wilson’s Snipe. About 70 metres south
of Garringer Road is the western entrance to the bog. Snowmobile activity in the winter makes the path obvious. Walk about 0.5 km east to get to the open bog area. This
path can be very wet; you may need boots to walk it.
For access to the north side of the bog, continue north on Wilson Road. You will
pass through about a kilometre of bush and then break out into open, cultivated fields
before getting to Feeder Road East which runs along the old feeder canal. Turn right
and drive northeast to the junction of Forkes Road, where a left turn takes you west to
Dunville, and a right turn takes you east to Highway 58. Travelling northeast to
Highway 58, you will pass on your right (south) Morog Road, Young’s Road and finally
Townline Road. All of these roads lead south to the bog but dead end, so you have to
walk across open fields then through bush before you get into the bog area. Look for
Tundra Swan in wet areas during early spring migration and for Northern Harrier,
Short-eared Owl, Northern Shrike, Snow Bunting and Lapland Longspur in the winter.

Wainfleet Wetlands Conservation Area
These wetlands are located on Quarry Road to the south of Highway 3 and the
Wainfleet Bog. The 182-hectare conservation area was purchased in 1978 by the
Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority to protect a wetland that has developed in a
former quarry that now attracts a large variety of shorebirds. This quarry also provides
a view of the underlying bedrock of the area and exposes a wealth of Devonian fossils
from hundreds of millions of years ago. You will find fossils such as corals, crinoid
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stems and shells from an ancient sea floor. The fossils can be explored by walking
southwest into the quarry from the parking lot, the same path you will follow to get
closer to shorebirds. You can also walk 60 metres south on Quarry Road and look down
into both the west and east quarries. From the parking lot you can see the Gordon
Harry Conservation Trail which is worth walking for birds. Two kilometres east of
Quarry Road is Cement Plant Road. Walking in along the Gordon Harry Conservation
Trail to the west of Cement Plant Road provides access to another part of the Wainfleet
Wetland.
Directions: From the intersection of Highway 3 and Highway 58 in Port Colborne,
drive west on Highway 3 for approximately 3.6 kilometres and turn left (south) on
Quarry (Quarrie) Road. In less than one kilometre, you will come to a small parking lot
on your right (west) (17638367E 4749557N) and you will see an old rail bed trail at the
same place, which is now the Gordon Harry Conservation Trail.

Willoughby Marsh Conservation Area, Niagara Falls
This 232-hectare conservation area preserves a provincially significant wetland made
up of swamp and marsh communities. It is located within an overall wetland area of
593 hectares which provides the source water for Black Creek, Ushers Creek and Tee
Creek. The conservation area is made up of swamp forests, meadows, scrublands,
Maple-Oak-Hickory forests, swamp, slough ponds and fields. Because of this mix, there
is a good variety of bird species to be found in the conservation area. Some of the
species to look for are Green Heron, Upland Sandpiper, Black-billed Cuckoo, Eastern
Kingbird, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Towhee, Indigo Bunting, Rose-breasted Grosbeak as
well as many more species that are residents. At least one pair of Sandhill Cranes nested here during the second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas.
Directions: For access to the centre of the Conservation Area, take the QEW to the
Sodom Road exit. Then travel a short distance south on Sodom Road to Sauer Road on
the right. Take Sauer Road approximately 2.3 km to the junction of King Road. For the
Sauer Road access to the marsh, continue 0.9 km west from this junction to just inside
the wooded area of the marsh (17655386E 4761399N). You can follow trails into the
marsh on both sides of the road.
For access to the north side of the conservation area, continue 1.2 km west and
Sauer Road leads into open fields and then to Willodell Road. Turn right (north) on
Willodell Road and drive 1.2 km to Gonder Road (17654933E 4762603N). Turn right
(east) and drive 0.8 km and you are at the northern border of the conservation area
where you can park your car on the road and walk south into Willoughby Marsh wherever you find a trail. The north side of the road is private land.
For access to the southeast corner of the conservation area, return to the junction of
Sauer Road and King Road and turn south on King Road. Drive 1.6 km to Baker Road
and turn right (west) on Baker Road. Baker ends at a dirt road called Lapp Road after
0.2 km.
For access to the southwest corner of the marsh, take Baker Road east to Sodom
Road (2.1 km), Sodom Road south to Netherby Road (1.2 km) and Netherby Road
(3.9 km) west to Shaubel Road. Turn right on Shaubel and drive 0.4 km north to
Willow Road, where you turn left (west). Drive 0.2 km west on Willow Road and follow
it right around a ninety degree bend that ends at a clay road (17654311E 4758958N) that
you can see leads north into the marsh. It is best to walk into the marsh from this point
since there is a good chance that you will get stuck if you attempt to drive this road.
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BIOGRAPHIES OF CONTRIBUTORS

KENNETH F. ABRAHAM

An ornithologist (PhD Queen’s University) and a birder
since his early teens, he has led many bird outings and
published numerous articles on birds and their habitats. He was regional coordinator for both the first and
second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlases. He is well
known for his expertise in waterbirds and is presently a
Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Scientist for the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources at Trent University in Peterborough. In 2006 the Ontario Field Ornithologists presented him with its Distinguished Ornithologist Award.

BSc at Brock University, focusing on biology, geology
and environmental geography. In 1997 he moved from
the Canadian side of the Niagara River to the Buffalo
area. He has led many bird outings for the region’s
nature clubs, has compiled the Port Colborne Christmas Bird Count since 1991, has participated in both
the first and second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlases, and
he presently sits on the Buffalo Ornithological Society
Council. He has taught courses in birding in the continuing education program at Brock University and for
many area nature clubs. In 2004 he received the R.W.
Sheppard Award from the Niagara Falls Nature Club.
Morgan’s Point is his favourite Niagara birding site.

DAVID T. BROWN

When not birding along the Niagara River, one of his
favourite locations, he can be found at Brock University in St. Catharines, where he is a professor in the
Department of Tourism and Environment. A graduate
of McGill University (PhD Renewable Resources/
Wildlife), he has carried out collaborative research on
several avian species including Osprey and Atlantic
Puffin. He is co-author and editor of two studies related to birding and has been actively involved in conservation issues in Niagara for over 20 years.
MICHAEL D. CADMAN

A birder since boyhood, he is the Senior Songbird
Biologist (MSc in Ecology, University of Toronto) with
the Canadian Wildlife Service. He is widely known for
coordinating both the first and second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlases. He has served on the board and the
National Science Advisory Council of Bird Studies
Canada and on the council of the Society of Canadian
Ornithologists. He coordinates the Ontario Forest Bird
Monitoring Program, runs a Breeding Bird Survey
route and sits on the steering committee for the Marsh
Monitoring Program. He designed and coordinated the
Ontario Rare Breeding Bird Program and was chair of
the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike Recovery Team from
1992 to 1999. In 2007 the Ontario Field Ornithologists presented him with its Distinguished Ornithologist Award.
DREW J. CAMPBELL

As part of a birding family, he developed an early interest in birds. He has taken multiple trips across the
United States and Canada, accumulating in the process
an impressive list of North American birds. While
working in the automotive industry, he completed his

ALLEN T. CHARTIER

A freelance environmental educator, he has been birding for over 40 years in Michigan, Ontario and around
the world. He has led many field trips for local
Audubon chapters and has guided private birding
tours to the United States and Central and South
America. He has been a hawk counter at the Holiday
Beach Migration Observatory for over 30 years and a
passerine bander there for over seven years. He has
taught birding courses at Wayne State University and
Henry Ford Community College in Michigan and given
many presentations based on his expertise in banding,
particularly hummingbirds. He is the co-editor of
A Birders Guide to Michigan. In 2003 he received the
Maurice Broun Award for “deep personal commitment
and outstanding service to advance raptor migration,
study, and conservation” from the Hawk Migration
Association of North America. His favourite birding
spot in Niagara is the Niagara Falls area.
BRAD L. CLEMENTS

A resident of Niagara since 1971, he has been birding
here since 1975. A member of the Ontario Eastern
Bluebird Society and a number of other local, provincial, and national nature organizations, he worked on
both the first and second Ontario Breeding Bird
Atlases. This atlas involvement included trips to northern Ontario as well as participation in several squares
in Niagara. His ornithological training includes courses on bird identification at the Buffalo Museum of
Science and a course on bird biology at the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology. An outing leader for area nature
clubs, he has also taken part in several inventories,
surveys and studies of various bird species. Since 1986
he has compiled the Niagara nest records data for the
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Royal Ontario Museum’s Ontario Nest Records
Scheme. In recognition of his many contributions, the
Niagara Falls Nature Club presented him with the
R.W. Sheppard Award in 2008. Now retired as CEO
of the Welland Area Family YMCA, he is presently
employed in performing forest restoration and bird
surveys with a local forestry consultant. He can often
be found at his favourite Niagara birding location —
Mud Lake in Port Colborne.
ROBERT CURRY

A retired high school teacher, he has been birding for
over 50 years. He has served as president of the
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club (HNC) and chair of the
Long Point Bird Observatory. A founding member of
the Ontario Bird Records Committee, he was a voting
member for 15 years and chair of the committee for 9
of those years. His birding interests have taken him
around the world. He has been a tour leader for the
HNC, the Ontario Federation of Naturalists, and
Wings (a birding tour company based in the United
States). He was a regional coordinator for the first
Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, sat on the species review
committee for both atlases and surveyed numerous
squares. He taught a birding course at Mohawk
College in Hamilton for over ten years, and in 2006
his book Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding Areas was
published. Many of his articles have appeared in journals such as Ontario Birds (the official OFO publication) and the Wood Duck, the HNC newsletter. In
2003 he received the Ontario Field Ornithologists’
Distinguished Ornithologist Award and in 2007 the
Federation of Ontario Naturalists’ W.E. Saunders
Natural History Award. At any season you may find
him in his favourite Niagara birding location — the
shoreline of Lake Erie.
JANET M. DAMUDE

A long-time resident of Niagara, she has served as
both treasurer and president (2002-2003) of the Niagara Falls Nature Club. Her winter birding has
included participating over many years in all three
Niagara area Christmas Bird Counts. A true birder,
she never leaves home without her binoculars. Her
favourite Niagara birding spot is Woodend Conservation Area in the spring.

ROBERT L. DELEON

A resident of the Buffalo area since 1983 and a birder
for approximately 20 years, he is currently treasurer
of the Buffalo Ornithological Society (BOS) and chair
of its grant program. He has been a Christmas Bird
Count participant for many years and has taken part
in the second New York State Breeding Bird Atlas
project and the annual New York waterfowl survey.
For ten years he has participated in the BOS seasonal
counts, and he is the compiler of the May count. He
has made presentations on the results of those counts
to the New York State Ornithological Association and
the BOS; his articles on the counts appear in The
Prothonotary, a publication of the BOS. His favourite
birding area is the Niagara River from the Peace
Bridge in Fort Erie to Niagara Falls.
MICHAEL HAMILTON

An architect by profession, he began birding at the
age of thirteen and has continued to do so throughout
the Maritime Provinces, the United States, Kenya,
Costa Rica, the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador, Trinidad
& Tobago, and Puerto Rico. He is a member of the
Buffalo Ornithological Society (BOS), which he has
served as both treasurer and president (1998-2001).
His other birding activities include leading trips for
the BOS, participating in area Christmas Bird Counts,
and taking on the responsibility of covering several
blocks in the second New York State Breeding Bird
Atlas. He has spent a great deal of time and energy
over the years as organizer, compiler and participant
in the April and October BOS counts. He also organized and conducted a survey of Bonaparte’s Gulls
found along the Niagara River. Several of his activities
are directed at preserving species and habitat. He is a
member of the Times Beach Oversight Committee,
the aim of which is to develop the area as a nature
preserve with public access. He organized a bird survey for the Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper Remedial
Action Plan in order to determine how to de-list the
Buffalo River as an Area of Concern. His favourite
birding spot in Niagara is Morgan’s Point near
Burnaby.

BIOGRAPHIES OF CONTRIBUTORS

MARY ELLEN HEBB

After moving to Niagara in 1975, she became, in her
words, “a fervent birder.” Locally she held several
offices, including that of president of the Peninsula
Field Naturalists (1986-1988). She was also a founding member of the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch and
a board member of the Ontario Heritage Foundation
and Long Point Bird Observatory. She was compiler of
the St. Catharines Christmas Bird Count (1987 to
1995) and an outing leader and Baillie Birdathon participant for many years. She was active in both
Ontario Breeding Bird Atlases, but she is best known
as the coordinator of the project for the hacking and
release of Peregrine Falcons in Niagara (1986 –1987).
For her efforts she received the W.E. Saunders Natural
History Award from the Federation of Ontario Naturalists in 1989 and the Niagara Region Environmental Award in 1995. Her birding interests have
taken her to several continents, and she now lives in
Toronto. Her favourite birding area in Niagara is the
Port Weller east pier.
MARCIE L. JACKLIN

An avid birder and an active member of all three
Niagara area nature clubs as well as the Buffalo
Ornithological Society (BOS), she was a member of
the Twelve Mile Creek Headwaters Important Bird
Area Steering Committee (2003–2005). A Science
Liaison Librarian at Brock University in St. Catharines, she brings her research and organizational skills
to bear on her many birding activities. A past president of the Peninsula Field Naturalists (1994-1995)
and treasurer of the Bert Miller Nature Club, she
currently sits on the Buffalo Ornithological
Society Council. She has led many bird outings,
has compiled the St. Catharines Christmas Bird
Count since 1996, has carried out considerable
field research on birds and is the American Birding
Association sub-regional editor (Niagara) for Audubon
Field Notes. Her other ornithological activities
include teaching classes on birding for
the continuing education

program at Brock University, contributing two articles
to OFO News and Ontario Birds and writing a report
for the Nature Conservancy of Canada — Breeding
Birds of the Laythrop Nature Reserve in Fonthill (July
2006). Her favourite birding spot in Niagara is Marcy’s
Woods near Crystal Beach.
RICHARD W. KNAPTON

Now living in Edmonton, he resided in Niagara during the 1980s and 1990s. Formerly a university biology professor (PhD Ornithology, University of Manitoba), he is currently an eco-tour company owner and
tour guide. He has published over 70 articles on bird
behaviour, ecology, biology, and on the distribution
and status of birds in various locations. While in Niagara, he was very much involved in the local bird
clubs and their activities. He was president of the
Peninsula Field Naturalists (1986) and the compiler,
with Marcie Jacklin, of the St. Catharines Christmas
Bird Count (1996 – 1997). He also participated in the
following projects: Niagara Christmas Bird Counts,
BOS seasonal counts, Forest Bird and Marsh Monitoring Surveys, Breeding Bird Surveys and the
Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch. He served on the editorial committee of the first Ontario Breeding Bird
Atlas and covered many squares for that undertaking. For five years he sat as a voting member on the
OntarioBird Records Committee. As a tour guide he
has birded around the globe, and he resists naming a
favourite Niagara birding spot. He mentions the following possibilities: Short Hills Provincial Park, Point
Abino, Port Dalhousie, Port Weller and Niagara Falls.
Townsend’s Solitaire
Barry Cherriere
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DANIEL R. KOZLOVIC

The Niagara Region has attracted
him since his birding days as a teenager.
He is now a professor in the School of
Liberal Arts and Sciences at George Brown
College in Toronto. He earned his PhD
in Zoology at the University of Toronto
and taught courses on evolution and
ornithology in the Department of Zoology.
He also taught courses in birding and nature
photography for the School of Continuing
Studies at the University of Toronto. He has
participated in the Port Colborne Christmas Bird
Count and the first Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, for
which he also wrote the species account of the House
Finch. As a researcher, he has written a number of
ornithological papers. In 1996 he received the Francis
F. Roberts research paper award from the Cooper Ornithological Society. His favourite Niagara birding areas
are along the Niagara River and on the shores of both
Lake Ontario and Lake Erie.
HARRY G. LUMSDEN

A highly respected authority on waterfowl and gallinaceous birds, he is well known for his publications
dealing with the birds in northern Ontario and more
recently for his research on Trumpeter Swans. Active
for almost 60 years in the study of birds, he was for
many years a biologist and research scientist with the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. In 2004, in
recognition of his outstanding contributions to conservation and wildlife management, he was appointed a
Member of the Order of Canada. In 2008 the Ontario
Field Ornithologists presented him with its Distinguished Ornithologist Award.
KAY MCKEEVER

A long-time resident of Niagara, in September 1986
she was named the Honorary President of the Niagara
Falls Nature Club. She has held leadership positions in
the Raptor Research Foundation and the National
Wildlife Rehabilitators’ Association. She is best known
as the founder in 1965 of the Owl Foundation in
Vineland. With her husband Larry, she built the only
centre in North America to breed owls from permanently damaged parents. She was awarded the Order
of Canada for her work in rehabilitating injured owls
and has written three books on the subject. In addition
to her work with owls, she has initiated the conversion

Black-throated Green Warbler
Barry Cherriere

of 7.3 hectares of farmland
beside the foundation to a
Northern Carolinian forest.
Over 2,000 trees of 68
varieties have been planted.
JOHN MIDDLETON

He is an ecologist (PhD Biology-ecology,
Carleton University, Ottawa) in the Department of
Tourism and Environment at Brock University. A resident of Niagara since 1985, his work and birding
interests have taken him far afield. He has been a
Visiting Associate Professor in Bangkok, Thailand, and
he is currently a Visiting Associate Professor in
Rosario, Argentina. He has lectured at the University
of Dar Es Salaam in Tanzania. His local birding interests include participation in Project FeederWatch.
MICHAEL M. MORGANTE

His fascination with birds began early — at the age of
four. A resident of the Buffalo area since 1970, he is, by
profession, an environmental consultant (MSc Civil
Engineering, State University of New York, Buffalo)
specializing in civil engineering and an avian studies
manager with Ecology and Environment, Inc. He is
currently vice-president and statistician of the Buffalo
Ornithological Society (BOS), a member of the New
York State Ornithological Association and regional editor for The Kingbird, its quarterly publication. He has
led numerous bird outings for local nature organizations and has been a Christmas Bird Count participant
since age seven, usually taking part in more than one
count each year. He has written several articles for the
BOS monthly newsletter, The Prothonotary. His favourite birding area in Niagara is the Niagara River.
RALPH D. MORRIS

A population ecologist (PhD in Population Ecology,
University of Saskatchewan), he has lived in Niagara
since 1970. A retired professor in the Department of
Biological Sciences at Brock University, he has conducted behavioural and ecological research on colonial waterbirds at temperate (Lakes Erie, Ontario and
Huron), marine (Prince Edward Island), and tropical
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(Tobago, Puerto Rico) sites. He is a member of a number of professional avian organizations. He was the
editor of Waterbirds from 1989 to 1993 and a board
member of the Colonial Waterbird Society. He
received the R.W. Sheppard Award in 2001 from the
Niagara Falls Nature Club.
MARK K. PECK

A birder since boyhood, he is now Ornithology Technician in the Department of Natural History at the
Royal Ontario Museum (ROM). A member of many
nature organizations, he has taught a course on birds
for the ROM and is presently Program Director for the
Toronto Ornithological Club. Since 2000 he has been
the ROM liaison for Ontario Birds and the Ontario Bird
Records Committee (OBRC) and for the past three
years has been a voting member of the OBRC. He has
been heavily involved in shorebird research in South
America, the United States and the Canadian Arctic.
A participant in both Ontario Breeding Bird Atlases, he
served on the Significant Species Committee and
reviewed and authored species accounts for the second Atlas. He is the coordinator of the Ontario Nest
Records Scheme at the ROM and his numerous articles
appear in both peer-reviewed journals and popular
publications. In Niagara his favourite birding area is
the Niagara River from Fort Erie to Niagara Falls.

historical, and a database with information on all the
young falcons that have been hacked and banded in
Ontario since 1977. Since 2002, he has been writing
the birding column “In Flight” for the Thunder Bay
Chronicle Journal. A long-standing participant in
Christmas Bird Counts, he was the compiler of the
Port Colborne Christmas Bird Count in 1987. He participated in both Ontario Breeding Bird Atlases, the
Lake Ontario Mid-winter Waterfowl Inventory and the
Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch. He has led birding
trips on both a volunteer and professional basis, and
he worked for a number of years at the Owl Foundation as both a volunteer and an employee. His
favourite birding spot in Niagara is the Jordan Estuary.
BILL READ

A high school teacher, wildlife biologist and bookseller, he is also an active birder. He is a past president
of the Ontario Bird Banding Association and the
founder and first president of the Ontario Eastern
Bluebird Society. He has been involved in Christmas
Bird Counts for many years, has banded raptors at
Hawk Cliff and has participated in both Ontario
Breeding Bird Atlases. He has taught courses on birds
at Mohawk College and has written many articles on
his area of expertise, the Eastern Bluebird. He received
the W.E. Saunders Natural History Award in 1993
from the Federation of Ontario Naturalists.

EARL N. PLATO

A retired educator and avid birder, he is the founding
president (1995-1997) of the Bert Miller Nature Club,
for which he has led many outings. He has participated in both the Project FeederWatch at Stevensville
Conservation Area and the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch. His favourite birding spot in Niagara is Marcy’s
Woods near Crystal Beach.
BRIAN D. RATCLIFF

Now a resident of Thunder Bay, he lived in
Niagara from 1980 to 1993. By profession he
is a biological consultant. While in Niagara,
he was a member and president of the
Peninsula Field Naturalists (1993)
and a board member of the Niagara
Peninsula Hawkwatch. He is currently
a member of Raptor Research, Ontario
Nature and the Thunder Bay Field
Naturalists. He maintains a registry of all
the Peregrine Falcon nest sites, current and

JAMES D. RISING

A biologist (PhD in Zoology, University of Kansas), he
is the author of A Guide to the Identification and Natural
History of the Sparrows of the United States and Canada
and co-author of Sparrows of the United States and
Canada: The Photographic Guide.
Ancient Murrelet
Barry Cherriere
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He is known for his research on the taxonomy and
identification of North American birds, and he is the
only Canadian on the American Ornithologists’ Union
Committee of Classification and Nomenclature. In
2004 the Ontario Field Ornithologists presented him
with its Distinguished Ornithologist Award.
TIMOTHY A. SEBURN

He began his involvement in natural history with
plants, butterflies, reptiles and amphibians and only
later took up birding. He is a member of the Niagara
Falls Nature Club, the Peninsula Field Naturalists and
Friends of Fort Erie’s Creeks. He is a director of the
Bert Miller Nature Club and a director of the newly
formed Niagara Land Trust. His favorite birding spot is
at the foot of Kraft Road on the Lake Erie shoreline in
Fort Erie.
MAGGIE A. SMILEY

Now retired from two careers (first as a labour economist for the provincial government and then as an
operator of a bed and breakfast in Niagara-on-theLake), she was president of the Peninsula Field Naturalists from 1997 to 2000. She has participated in
numerous Christmas Bird Counts, Project Feeder
Watch, the Lake Ontario Mid-winter Waterfowl Inventory, Buffalo Ornithological Society seasonal counts
and the second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas. An avid
traveler, she has observed birds on all seven continents. She has led bird outings and given talks about
her travels to several area organizations. A resident of
Niagara for 15 years, she names Niagara Shores Park,
near Niagara-on-the-Lake as her favourite birding
spot.

JOHN R. STEVENS

A retired environmental consultant, he has been birding in Ontario for over 30 years. He has been a hawk
watcher for approximately 15 years and has served as
treasurer and president of the Niagara Peninsula
Hawkwatch. As an indication of his broad interest in
natural history, he is also a member of the North
American Native Plant Society and the Field Botanists
of Ontario. He was a participant in both the second
Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas and the Maritimes Breeding Bird Atlas. His favourite birding spot is the Beamer
Memorial Conservation Area.
RICHARD A. STOCKTON

He is a neuroscientist by profession and a life-long naturalist by avocation. An observer of birds since childhood, he is a member of the Bert Miller Nature Club
and has engaged in more formalized birding since the
early 1980s. He has participated in numerous area
Christmas Bird Counts, and he was an atlaser in the
second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas.
KATHERINE J. STOLTZ

In her non-birding life, she is a neurologist. An enthusiastic birder for the past 15 years, she is a member of
the Peninsula Field Naturalists, Bird Studies Canada
(life member) and the American Birding Association.
She has participated in many Niagara area Christmas
Bird Counts, Project FeederWatch, Buffalo Ornithological Society seasonal counts, and the annual Lake
Ontario Mid-winter Waterfowl Inventory. She was an
atlaser in the second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas. Her
passion for birds has taken her to several Central and
South American countries. Her favourite birding spot
is Malcolmson Eco-Park in St. Catharines.

CHRISTOPHER M. SOMERS

A biologist (PhD in Biology, McMaster University,
Hamilton), he is now an Assistant Professor at the University of Regina and Canada Research Chair in Genes
and the Environment. A resident of Niagara in the late
1990s, he considers himself to be a recreational birder.
He has, however, taken a field course on overwintering neotropical migrants (Yucatan, Mexico) and currently conducts research on colonial species such as
gulls, terns, cormorants and pelicans. His articles have
appeared in Molecular Ecology Resources, Waterbirds,
The Wilson Journal of Ornithology, Conservation Genetics,
the Journal of Great Lakes Research, the Journal of Applied Ecology and the Open Ornithology Journal.

PAUL W. SUMMERSKILL

He has been a birder since the age of five, when he was
given a copy of Roger Tory Peterson’s A Field Guide to
the Birds. With this began a lifetime study of birds and
their habitats. He has served on conservation committees and participated in nature studies and wildlife
rehabilitation. He has served on the boards of the Peninsula Field Naturalists and the Niagara Peninsula
Hawkwatch. He is a long-time volunteer and director
at the Owl Foundation in Vineland, and the author of
“A New Forecasting Tool for Raptor Migration: BLIP
MAP” (www.ideasbypaul.ca). His favourite birding
spot is in a canoe on the Welland River.
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KATELYN S. VAUGHAN

GUSTAVE J. YAKI

She studied Communications and Environmental
Studies at Brock University and Environment and
Resource Management at the University of Waterloo.
Her research interest is the human-environmental
interface. Her current research interests focus on collaborative environmental governance and source water
protection. Her research has been conducted primarily
in the Niagara Peninsula.

A life-long birder, Gus was born in Saskatchewan and
lived in Niagara from 1964 to 1983. He is the former
owner of Nature Travel Service and has led trips and
birded on all seven continents. He was the founder
and first president (1966-1967 and 1973) of the
Niagara Falls Nature Club. He was a member of the
Niagara Bruce Trail Club and also served as president
of that organization. For the Buffalo Ornithological
Society (BOS), he organized their 1970 meeting of the
American Ornithologists’ Union. He has participated
in Christmas Bird Counts (CBC) since the 1940s. In
1967 he established the Niagara Falls CBC and was its
compiler until 1973. He was a participant in the first
Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, the Niagara Peninsula
Hawkwatch, the BOS seasonal counts and many
breeding bird surveys. He and Harold Lancaster
taught a course on birding at Niagara College in the
late 1960s and early 1970s. He is featured in the book
Looking for the Wild by Canadian author Lyn Hancock.
His favourite birding area is the river in Niagara Falls.

D.V. ‘CHIP’ WESELOH

He is a wildlife biologist with the Canadian Wildlife
Service (PhD in Bird Ecology, University of Calgary).
His research has included monitoring contaminants in
Great Lakes Herring Gulls (including one colony site
in the Niagara River), monitoring colonial waterbird
populations in the Great Lakes (including sites in the
Niagara River, at Port Colborne and on Mohawk
Island) and capturing and radio tagging Bonaparte’s
Gulls in the Niagara River. He is one of Canada’s
authorities on wildlife in the Great Lakes basin. He has
served as president of the Ontario Field Ornithologists
and co-editor of their publication Ontario Birds. He has
participated in both Ontario Breeding Bird Atlases as a
birder and a colonial waterbird consultant. He has led
numerous bird outings, taken part in Christmas Bird
Counts for nearly 40 years and published many articles on birds. Although he does not live in Niagara, he
does have a favourite birding location here — the
Niagara River.
ANNE R. YAGI

A resident of Fonthill, she is a management biologist
for the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. While
calling herself only a novice birder, she is an expert in
fisheries, herpetology, wildlife biology and ecology,
especially of the Niagara-Haldimand-Hamilton area.
She has participated in team efforts to recover
Peregrine Falcon, Spotted Turtle, Eastern
Massasauga Rattlesnake and Black Rat
Snake. She is current chair of the
Fowler’s Toad Recovery team and
co-chair of the Ontario Dusky
Salamander Recovery Team.
Her extensive work on Peregrine
Falcon nest site management and
Bald Eagle nest site monitoring is
well known, and she was involved in
the original release of Wild Turkey in Short
Hills Provincial Park. Her favourite birding
area is the Niagara River.

DONALD J.P. ZIRALDO

A recipient of the Order of Canada, he is the co-founder of Inniskillin Wines and chair of the Vineland
Research and Innovation Centre. He is the author of
Anatomy of a Winery: The Art of Wine at Inniskillin and
co-author of Icewine: extreme winemaking. He has lived
in Niagara since 1948. While not a birder, he fully
understands the attraction of his grapes, especially his
Vidal icewine grapes, for Niagara birds.

Hooded Mergansers
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Index to the
Species Accounts
Avocet, American 379
Bittern
American 328
Least 329
Blackbird
Brewer's 612
Red-winged 607
Rusty 611
Yellow-headed 610
Bluebird, Eastern 528
Bobolink 606
Bobwhite, Northern 312
Brant 270
Bufflehead 299
Bunting
Indigo 603
Lark 588
Painted 604
Snow 600
Canvasback 287
Cardinal, Northern 601
Catbird, Gray 536
Chat, Yellow-breasted 574
Chickadee
Black-capped 514
Boreal 515
Chukar 307
Coot, American 369
Cormorant
Double-crested 326
Great 327
Cowbird, Brown-headed 614
Crane, Sandhill 370
Creeper, Brown 518
Crossbill
Red 622
White-winged 623
Crow, American 505

Cuckoo
Black-billed 455
Yellow-billed 455
Curlew
Eskimo 389
Slender-billed 391
Dickcissel 604
Dove
Mourning 452
White-winged 451
Dovekie 447
Dowitcher
Long-billed 409
Short-billed 408
Duck
American Black 282
Fulvous Whistling - 266
Harlequin 294
Long-tailed 298
Ring-necked 289
Ruddy 305
Tufted 290
Wood 278
Dunlin 404
Eagle
Bald 345
Golden 357
Egret
Cattle 335
Great 331
Snowy 332
Eider
Common 293
King 292
Falcon
Peregrine 363
Prairie 364
Finch
House 620
Purple 620

Flicker, Northern 483
Flycatcher
Acadian 488
Alder 489
Great Crested 493
Least 491
Olive-sided 486
Willow 491
Yellow-bellied 488
Gadwall 279
Gallinule, Purple 368
Gannet, Northern 324
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 527
Godwit Hudsonian 393
Goldeneye
Barrow's 301
Common 300
Goldfinch, American 629
Goose
Barnacle Introduction, 261
Cackling 271
Canada 272
Greater White-fronted 266
Ross's 269
Snow 268
Goshawk, Northern 350
Grackle, Common 613
Grebe
Eared 320
Horned 318
Pied-billed 317
Red-necked 319
Western 321
Grosbeak
Black-headed Introduction, 261
Blue Introduction, 261
Evening 629
Pine 618
Rose-breasted 602
Grouse, Ruffed 310
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Gull
Black-headed 419
Bonaparte's 418
California 427
Franklin's 424
Glaucous 433
Great Black-backed 434
Herring 428
Iceland 430
Ivory 416
Laughing 423
Lesser Black-backed 431
Little 420
Mew 424
Ring-billed 426
Ross's 421
Sabine's 417
Slaty-backed 433
Thayer's 429
Gyrfalcon 361
Harrier, Northern 346
Hawk
Broad-winged 352
Cooper's 349
Ferruginous 356
Red-shouldered 351
Red-tailed 354
Rough-legged 356
Sharp-shinned 347
Swainson's 353
Heron
Black-crowned Night- 338
Great Blue 330
Green 336
Little Blue 334
Tricolored 334
Yellow-crowned Night- 339
Hummingbird
Ruby-throated 472
Rufous 473
Rufous/Allen’s 474
Ibis, Glossy 340
Jaeger
Long-tailed 447
Parasitic 445
Pomarine 444
Jay
Blue 504
Gray Introduction, 261
Junco, Dark-eyed 598
Kestrel, American 358
Killdeer 377
Kingbird
Eastern 494
Western 494
Kingfisher, Belted 475

Kinglet
Golden-crowned 525
Ruby-crowned 525
Kite
Mississippi 344
Swallow-tailed 344
Kittiwake, Black-legged 413
Knot, Red 395
Lark, Horned 507
Longspur, Lapland 599
Loon
Common 315
Pacific 314
Red-throated 313
Yellow-billed 316
Magpie, Black-billed 504
Mallard 283
Martin, Purple 508
Meadowlark
Eastern 608
Western 609
Merganser
Common 304
Hooded 302
Red-breasted 304
Merlin 360
Mockingbird, Northern 537
Moorhen, Common 368
Murre, Thick-billed 448
Murrelet, Ancient 449
Nighthawk, Common 470
Nuthatch
Red-breasted 517
White-breasted 517
Oriole
Baltimore 617
Orchard 616
Osprey 343
Ovenbird 565
Owl
Barn 456
Barred 463
Boreal 467
Eastern Screech- 458
Great Gray 464
Great Horned 460
Long-eared 465
Northern Hawk 462
Northern Saw-whet 468
Short-eared 466
Snowy 460
Oystercatcher, American 378
Partridge, Gray 306

Parula, Northern 548
Pelican
American White 324
Brown 325
Petrel, Black-capped 322
Pewee, Eastern Wood- 486
Phalarope
Red 414
Red-necked 413
Wilson's 412
Pheasant, Ring-necked 308
Phoebe, Eastern 492
Pigeon
Passenger 453
Rock 451
Pintail, Northern 285
Pipit, American 541
Plover
American Golden- 373
Black-bellied 372
Piping 375
Semipalmated 374
Rail
King 365
Virginia 366
Yellow 365
Raven, Common 506
Razorbill 449
Redhead 288
Redpoll
Common 624
Hoary 625
Redshank, Spotted 383
Redstart, American 563
Robin, American 534
Ruff 407
Sanderling 396
Sandpiper
Baird's 400
Buff-breasted 406
Curlew 405
Least 399
Pectoral 402
Purple 403
Semipalmated 397
Solitary 382
Spotted 380
Stilt 405
Upland 388
Western 398
White-rumped 400
Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 470
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Scaup
Greater 291
Lesser 291
Scoter
Black 297
Surf 295
White-winged 296
Shoveller, Northern 285
Shrike
Loggerhead 496
Northern 497
Siskin, Pine 626
Skua, Great Introduction, 261
Smew 302
Snipe, Wilson's 409
Solitaire, Townsend's 529
Sora 367
Sparrow
American Tree 581
Chipping 583
Clay-colored 584
Field 585
Fox 592
Grasshopper 590
Harris's 596
Henslow's 591
House 630
Lark 587
Le Conte's Introduction, 261
Lincoln's 594
Savannah 588
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed
Introduction, 261
Song 593
Swamp 594
Vesper 586
White-crowned 597
White-throated 595
Starling, European 540
Stilt, Black-necked 378
Storm-Petrel, Wilson's 323
Swallow
Bank 511
Barn 513
Cave 512
Cliff 512
Northern Rough-winged 510
Tree 509
Swan
Mute 274
Trumpeter 275
Tundra 276
Swift, Chimney 471

Tanager
Scarlet 576
Summer 575
Western 576
Tattler, Wandering 382
Teal
Blue-winged 283
Cinnamon Introduction, 261
Green-winged 287
“Eurasian” 287
Tern
Arctic 442
Black 439
Caspian 437
Common 440
Forster's 442
Least 437
Sooty 436
Thrasher
Brown 538
Sage 537
Thrush
Gray-cheeked 530
Hermit 532
Swainson's 531
Varied 534
Wood 533
Titmouse, Tufted 515
Towhee
Eastern 581
Green-tailed 578
Spotted 579
Turkey, Wild 311
Turnstone, Ruddy 394
Veery 530
Vireo
Bell's 498
Blue-headed 500
Philadelphia 502
Red-eyed 503
Warbling 500
White-eyed 498
Yellow-throated 499
Vulture
Black 341
Turkey 341
Warbler
Bay-breasted 559
Black-and-white 561
Blackburnian 555
Blackpoll 559
Black-throated Blue 552
Black-throated Gray 554
Black-throated Green 554
Blue-winged 544
Canada 573

Cape May 552
Cerulean 560
Chestnut-sided 549
Connecticut 569
Golden-winged 545
Hooded 572
Kentucky 569
Magnolia 550
Mourning 570
Nashville 547
Orange-crowned 546
Palm 558
Pine 556
Prairie 557
Prothonotary 563
Tennessee 546
Wilson's 573
Worm-eating 564
Yellow 548
Yellow-rumped 553
Yellow-throated 556
Waterthrush
Louisiana 568
Northern 567
Waxwing
Bohemian 542
Cedar 543
Wheatear, Northern 528
Whimbrel 390
Whip-poor-will 470
Wigeon
American 281
Eurasian 280
Willet 385
Woodcock, American 411
Woodpecker
American Three-toed 481
Black-backed 482
Downy 479
Hairy 480
Pileated 484
Red-bellied 476
Red-headed 476
Wren
Bewick's 521
Carolina 519
House 521
Marsh 519
Rock 545
Sedge 523
Winter 522
Yellowlegs
Greater 384
Lesser 386
Yellowthroat, Common 570
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Ontario Field Ornithologists

Code of Ethics
A Code of Ethics was written by the OFO Executive
and adopted as policy in June 1994. We hope that
everyone birding in Ontario will endorse and actively follow,
and encourage others to follow, this code.

Broad-winged Hawk
Brandon Holden

AS THE NUMBER OF BIRDERS INCREASES, we must
all make every effort to act in a positive and responsible way. We must also convey a responsible image
to non-birders who may be affected by our activities.
Most people appreciate birds but this appreciation
can be quickly destroyed by the irresponsible actions
of a handful of birders.
In the past a code of ethics was not considered
necessary, but times have changed and as more and
more pressure is put on our environment it is essential to do whatever we can to lead by example. Each
of us must show consideration to other birders,
landowners, habitat, birds and other wildlife at all
times. We are ambassadors of birding and our
actions today will reflect the respect we receive
in the future.

The welfare of the birds must come first
Whatever your interest, from scientific study to
listing, always consider the impact of your activity
on the bird. Respect bird protection laws. We are all
responsible to ensure we abide by them at all times.
Habitat protection
Habitat is vital for the existence of birds and we must
ensure that our activities cause minimum damage to
our environment. Use trails to avoid trampling
vegetation.
Keep disturbance to a minimum
Although some birds can tolerate human activity,
this varies from species to species and from season
to season. Use common sense and extreme caution
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around nests. Migrants may be tired and hungry
and should not be kept from resting or feeding.
When photographing birds, study their reaction
and if they become agitated, back off. Avoid the use
of flash photography on owls. Tape recordings and
similar methods of attracting birds may cause stress
for territorial birds. They should be used sparingly
and avoided in heavily birded areas. Do not deliberately flush birds. Patience is often rewarded.
Rare breeding birds
If you discover a rare breeding bird, do not feel
under any obligation to report your find to other
birders. Record the details of your discovery. You
may wish to file the nest with the Ontario Nest
Records Scheme at the Royal Ontario Museum.
Avoid visiting known sites of rare breeding birds
unless they can be viewed from a distance
without disturbance.
Rare birds
Rare migrants or vagrants are the species most
sought after by birders. If you discover a rarity,
consider the circumstances carefully before releasing the information. You must take responsibility
for the decision to release the find. You should consider whether an influx of birders will disturb the
bird, people or other species in the area; whether
habitat will be damaged; and where people will
park. Inform the landowner of the find, explain
what may happen and obtain permission to tell
other birders. Ask the landowner for a list of dos
and don'ts, for example, where birders may stand
to get a good view and what restrictions there may
be on time of day. Also ask which areas are off limit.
If you decide to release the news, give precise directions and instructions. If possible include a phone
number. At all times make as little noise as possible.
Remember, most non-birders will be surprised by
the number of visitors who wish to see a rare bird.
Respect the rights of landowners
and occupiers of land
Before entering an area, be aware of the rules about
access such as by-laws of Conservation Authorities,
National and Provincial Parks, and Regional
Authorities. Many landowners and authorities allow
birders access to areas normally off limits. Always
act in a responsible way and if you are asked to
leave, do so immediately. Do not block gateways or
cause damage to fences, and leave gates as you find
them. Do not obstruct people who may be working
in these areas.

Northern Mockingbird / Barry Cherriere

Have proper consideration for other birders
When telephoning for information, do so at reasonable hours of the day. Try not to disrupt other birders’ activities or scare the birds they are watching.
Many other people enjoy the outdoors; do not
interfere with their activities. Be polite to other
birders and helpful to beginners. If you see people
obviously disturbing birds or significantly damaging
habitat, explain to them the effect of their actions
but be courteous; they may not be aware of the
effect they are having.
Increase our knowledge about birds
Keep notes of your sightings and send them to area
compilers. Send rare bird reports to the Secretary,
Ontario Bird Records Committee.

Birding in other countries,
provinces or regions
Find out if there is a local code of ethics or any
special rules that should be respected.

Ontario Field Ornithologists
Box 455 Station R Toronto ON
M4G 4E1
OFO Website: www.ofo.ca
Email: ofo@ofo.ca

Niagara Birds is not a field guide for bird identification. Excellent books of that type
exist already. Instead, it consists of some 25 articles and 368 species accounts contributed by professional ornithologists and highly experienced amateur birders. With
topics ranging from the interaction of birds and grape growers to the effect of West
Nile Virus on owls, the articles will appeal to a broad spectrum of readers. The species
accounts, detailing both common and extremely rare birds of Niagara, will attract the
general reader and specialist alike. The book concludes with useful descriptions of
Niagara’s birding “hotspots” and precise directions on how to reach them.
John E. Black

Kayo J. Roy

After moving from Toronto to Niagara in 1976, Kayo became seriously interested in birds through his hobby of photography. While
his business as a retirement and pension consultant occupied most
of his time, he managed to pursue this newfound passion for birds
until it quickly began to consume all of his spare time. A former
executive member of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists (now
Ontario Nature), a past president of the Niagara Falls Nature Club,
compiler of the Niagara Falls ON/NY Christmas Bird Count for the
past 25 years, he served the birding community further as secretary of the Ontario
Bird Records Committee.

Printed in Canada
ISBN 978-0-9811489-0-8

JOHN E. BLACK and KAYO J. ROY

John is an avid bird watcher who arrived in the Niagara Region in
1966 to teach Physics at Brock University. In 1993 he began
research on the migration of birds on weather radar and on the
nocturnal calls of migrating birds. Results of these studies have
been published in Birders Journal and The Auk. One of his present
ambitions is to see all the families of birds in the world. He has
served as councillor and webmaster for the Association of Field
Ornithologists, Regional Coordinator for Niagara for the second
Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, member of the board of the Peninsula Field Naturalists,
and he is currently president of the Ontario Field Ornithologists.

Niagara
BIRDS

This unique volume presents a wealth of new information,
most of it previously unpublished, on the occurrence and abundance
of wild bird species in the Niagara Region of Ontario.
Over 500 stunning photographs and illustrations accompany the text.

Niagara

BIRDS
JOHN E. BLACK and KAYO J. ROY

