
Title: Morningstar Mill Records Collection   

Creator: Wilson Morningstar   

Dates of 

Material: 

1893-1903, 1905-1932 Record Group 

Number: 

RG 78  

Summary of 

Contents: 

1.1    Account Book, 1893-1897 [photocopy] 

 

1.2    Account Book, 1895-1903 [photocopy] 

 

1.3    Account Book, 1905-1915; pages 129-157, 159-163, 166-190 are  

          missing [photocopy] 

 

1.4    Account Book, 1916-1932 [photocopy] 

 

1.5    Alphabetical Index to Account Book, 1895-1903 [photocopy] 

 

1.6    Tax Assessment Notice, 1915 [photocopy] 

Physical 

Description / 

Condition: 

Material is in excellent condition.    

Other Notes: The gristmill was built in 1872 on land owned by Robert Chappel to process wheat, 
oats, barley and rye. It was constructed of native stone quarried from Beaverdams 
Creek to form the mill pond. In 1875, the City of St Catharines Water Works 
Commission purchased property at DeCew Falls and constructed dams across 
Beaverdams Creek, interfering with the water supply to the mill. As a consequence, 
in 1878, the City of St Catharines was compelled to purchase the property from 
Chappel. This was the beginning of a long relationship between the City and the site 
that is locally known as Morningstar Mill. 

The City proceeded to lease the mill to a number of millers. By the early 1880s the 
third Welland Canal had been completed which resulted in an abundance of water to 
power the mill. The City sold the property to Wilson Morningstar in 1883, who in turn 
leased it to Charles Knoll. 

Around 1892, the interior of the Mill was destroyed by fire but the original stone 
structure remained intact. Morningstar, assisted by his brother Wallace, rebuilt the 
mill.   

Wilson Morningstar operated the mill complex, which at this time also included a saw 
mill and a blacksmith shop, until his death in 1933. The water-powered turbine seized 
shortly thereafter and the mill was abandoned. Morningstar's widow, Emma, sold the 
property in 1941 to Ontario Hydro who repaired the turbine building. In 1961 Hydro 
leased the property to the City of St Catharines, and the next year Mountain Mills 



Museum was opened with Donald Robson, Morningstar's grandson, as the curator. 

Ontario Hydro declared the property surplus and the City purchased the mill site in 
1989. In 1992 the volunteer group "Friends of Morningstar Mill" was established and 
they began to restore and operate the gristmill, sawmill and the blacksmith and 
carpenter shops. At the start of the restoration project, much of the machinery and 
stones were as Morningstar had left them in 1933. 

Source:  Abridged and adapted from: 
http://www.morningstarmill.ca/mill/millhistory.htm  (October 30, 2009) 

Location: Brock University Archives  

Source 

Information: 

Photocopies were supplied by The Friends of the Morningstar Mill through 

Paul Hutchinson.  Location of originals is unknown. 

Described by: Edie Williams Date: October 30, 2009  
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