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Abstract

This critical analysis explores the conflicted position of women as “trailing
spouses” and the effects; on families who relocate globally under the auspices of a
multinational corporation, by utﬂizing a discursive analysis of two contemporary films
and available literature. Current portrayals of women and children in contemporary media
provide emotional yet conflicting images of the perfect woman, wife, mother, child and
family. The basic tenets of a North American patriarchal.economic system are being
televised around tile world. Technological advancements have made it possible to
advertise political agendas oﬁ a global television screen. Much of what we see is
propaganda couched in films and advertisements that are designed to romanticize the
practice of deriving profits from the unpaid labor of woman and invisibility of children
and child rearing. I intend to show that the materiality of trailing a spouse globally
conflicts with these romanticized images and supports feminist literature that asserts the

notion that mothers and children are oppressed and managed for the benefit of capital.
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Introduction
Material real ity‘of relocation

According to Bowman (1998), those who travel abroad to work can be divided into
two distinct categories: The tourists and the vagabonds;

Tourists stay or move at their hearts desire... tourists travel because they want to. ;

the vagabonds because they have no other bearable choice. The vagabonds are, one

" may say, invoiuntary tourists... Vagabonds are travelers refused the right to turn into
tourists. They are allowed neither to stay put (there. is no site guaranteeing
permanence, the end to undesirable mobility) nor search for the better place to be

(p.93).

Between 1991 and 2003 I was attached to a geophysicist working for a large
multinatioﬁal corporation hedged largely in oil field services. My ex-husband is a tourist, .
not only is he British and upper middle class, his MAT scores range in the top 2%, he
was head-hunted directly out of university, holds two masters degrees, one from MIT and
has never had to apply for a job. My ex-husband is the quintessential global nomad; he is
at home everywhere, greets all activities with vi gor and can focus on a single
complicated task for over 72 hours without sleeping. I was a vagabond by contrast, I am
a white woman stemming from a blue collar background, 1 had lived in Toronto all of my
life and never expected to relocate. When 1 mét my husband I had very little education,

1 picked up and began traveling with my ex-husband because not to meant not being with
him aﬁd that was an unbearable choice. For our first three years of marriage, I stayed in
Vancouver to finish a degree and he lived for three months on and 3 weeks off in the

deserts of Oman.
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In 1997, together with a small child, we relocated from Vancouver to Abu Dhabi in
The United Arab Emirates then to -Islamabad, Pakistan, then to Texas, USA and finally to
Paris, France all within 6 years. In 2003 1 left France to return to Canada with my son.
By this stage my relationship was over, I was physically and mentally exhausted, my son
had been through 9 different schools, expelled from 4 of these schools for problematic
behaviors, had extensive emotional and learning difficulties and I just did not want to do
it anymore. While making the decision to leave, Iwrote,

The reality is that I do not have my 0% life, that we are not integrated together, my

needs and wants with his, my needs don’t exist. Being good and doing the right thing

Jor everyone; but me will not guarantee love, so what do 1 want? Do I want to move to

Canada? I want a home of my own, a place that 1 can work, make friends, play

tennis; it’s a simple sze that I really want. I want to garden, to rollerblade, to get out

and be with people, a place we can both call home and be happy. How do I make
myself happy and feel fulfilled in my life if I feel I have no life?””

In order to return home with my child 1 researched family laws in Paris, France
(often in French with no translation), my home country and province, Ontario, Canada
and international laws,‘ including the Hague convention on child abduction. 1 broke at
least 3 laws in each jurisdiction but with the support of friends and a great deal of sweat,
I'was able to take my child home safely and not get thrown in jail myself. Unfortunately,
once I got home 1 found that because of legal boundaries, I was unable to enforce any of

the rights awarded me in my Separation Agreement. The Family Responsibility office in

! (Personal journal, Jan 28, 2003).
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Ontario has no reciprocal agreement with France and legal action was not only costly it
was impossible to enforce. It is through this experience that I have come to believe that
the health aﬁd well-being of women and children is an issue society needs to be

~ concerned with. Global relocation both at the level I experienced and at the level of those
much less privileged is fast becoming a common occurrence. Indeed, as I will argue,
because global capitalism requires sacrificing the well-being of wor.nen, children and the
Sfamily at home and abroad, this is a crucial issue for those studying the Well being of

young people and their families.

‘A Short history of capitalism: From sex act to sexism.

Ontologically, in the evolution of human beings from primates to bipeds, the role
of women as child care providers existed within a finite geographic community, small
kinship groups and shared responsibility was the natural environment in which

- development and maturation took place, men existed dn_ the periphery providing
protection for the family group (Suomi, 1977 p. 186).

This beginning is as animal as social life itself at this stage...This sheep-like or

tribgl consciousness receives its further development and extension through

increased productivity, the increase of needs, and, what is fundamental to both of
these, the increase in population. With these- there develops the division of labour,

which was originally nothing but the division of labour in the sex act, then that /
division of labour which develops spontaneously .or “naturally” by virtue of
natural predisposition (e.g., physical strength, needs, accidents, ete.). Division of

labour only becomes truly such from the moment when a division of material and
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mental lab-our appears ... With the division of labour ...and which in.. its turn is
based on the natural division of labour in the family and the separation of society
into individual families opposed to one another, is given simultaneously thé
distribution, and indeed the unequal distribution, botfl quantitative and qualitative,
of 1ab6ur and its products, hence property: ﬁe nucleus, the first form, of which
lies in thg family, where wife and children are the slaves of the husband ....This
latent slavery in the family, though still very crude, is the first propert&, but even
at this stage it corresponds perfectly to the definition of modern economists who .
call it the power of disposing of the labour-power of others (Marx, 1978 p. 157).
In the 1800°s, Lesko (2001) notes that the advancement of capitalism and evolution of
its social division of labor were taught through the Christian church with race (white),
gender (male as superior) and work (capital, advancement) as its basic tenets (p.25). As
technology advanced through the eighteenth century, capitalism began to locate emerging
markets outside its borders making it a necessity to travel and live abroad; this practice
was called Colonialism. As Colonialism and 'Christianity was initially the vehicle for the
spreading of ideologies, so globalization has become its familiar in presént day.
Globalization is a shiny new name for antiquated exploitive practices that have long been
part of our economic history. In a sense I would argue that it might be called it is post-
modern imperialism. Indeed, Hardt and Negri (2000) point out that,
Capitalism has always functioned as a world economy, and therefore those who
clamor about the novelty of its globalization today have only misunderstood its
history...what used to be conflict or competition among several imperialist powers

has in important respects been replaced by the idea of a single power that over
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determines them all, structures them in a unitary way, and treats them under one
common notion of right that is decidedly postcolonial and post imperialist (p. 9).

- In the above concept of Empire by Hardt and Negri (2002), at the root of the
spread of capitalism globally is the notion of right and ultimately peace, “in Empire there
is peace, in Empire there is the guarantee of justice for all peoples. The concept of
Empire is presented as a global concert under the direction of a single eonductor, a
unitary power that maintains the social peace and produces ethical truths” (pg. 10.) The
present clivision in labor in the capitalism ecénomy places women and children as subject
to the rule of papital is one of these ethical truths. As capitalism spreads so does the-
expectation of the continuation of its tenets at the heart of which, as Marx (1978) noted,
is the slavery of women and children and peace for those who alddpt its ideologies.

The various stages of development in the division of labor are just so many different
forms of ownership, i.e., the existing stage in the division of labor determines also the
relations of individuals to one another with reference to the material, instrument, ahd
production of labor ... The social structure is, therefore, limited to the exterlsion of
the family; patriarchal family chieftains, below them the members of the tribe, finally
slaves. The slavery latent in the family only develops gradually with thé increase of
population, the growth of wants, and with the extension of external relations, both of
war and of barter (Marx in Tucker, 1978 p. 151).
Although global capitalism sets many bodies in motion: those' who flee poverty,
war, religious persecution, ethnic cleansing, etc, this critical analysis is concerned with
the effect on families who relocate globally under the auspices of a multinational

corporation. As stated at the beginning of this analysis, those who relocate globally can
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be divided into two categories, the tourists and the vagabonds. Bauman (1997) likens the
tourists to the Feudal Lords; he says that, “the new freedom of capitél is reminiscent of
that of the ébsentee landlords of yore, notorious for their much resented neglect of the
needs of the populations which fed them” (p.10). Tourists are society’s elites, who have
both the means and ability to travel the world whether for work or for social reasons and
are not traveling because they have to. This is the job of the vagabonds, these are all
peoples who have no choice but to move or to stay put in order to make a living in the
new Empire. VRelocating_ globally is not about immigrating to a new country to settle
down. In many respects it is more similar to migrant labor. In large multinational
companies, executives are dispatched to follow market supply and demand much like
pickeré follow the cotton. The only difference being that the wages are much higher, the
locatiqns further épart and fhe_ choice is of higher order. Both the tourists and the
| vagabonds relocate but for very different reasons. In relation to this analysis, global
relocation becomes ﬁe spreading of capitalist market ideology rather than the acquisition
' -of earnings in order to feed yourself and your family. Global relocation is therefore the
means by which this spread of ideology not only occurs but becomes further entrenched.
| “The geographical and racial lines of oppression and exploitation that were established
during the era of colonialism and imperialism have in many respects not declined but
instead increased exponentially” (Hardt & Negri 2000, p. 43). Global relocation,
ho'wevler, unlike Colonialism, is not something most middle class North American
families can avoid. With advancements in travel, technology and communication,
production is no longer linked to particular geographies. Indeed as capital flows between

countries without regard for borders or boundaries (Ruddick, 2003), and with the
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increasing trend toward global marketé the necessity for international relocation is
imperative to com_betition for both the company and the employee (Allen, Eby, Douthitt,
& Noble, 2002). It is estimated that every year 40 million families relocate within the
United States and 4 million within. Canada alone; these families include military
personnel, aid workers, ﬁﬁséionaries, technical assistants, business managers, embassy
staff and legal. enforcement officers, téachers, nurses, doctors, professional scholars and
exchange students (Navara & James, 2002). Research tells us that “about 80% of the
international expatriates around the world are married and more than 70% take their
chil_dren with them oh the international assignment™ (Ali, Van der Zee & Sanders, 2003
p.564). Unfortunately, in i’;s quest for assimilatioh, capitalism does not place -any value
oﬁ the natural resources it consumes (Katz, 2001); for the most part this depreciation
occurs because natural resources, including woman and children are seen as subordinate
w1th1n the interests of the ideology.
There is a fundamental question in economics about what we value and how we value
it. It’s a fundamental ideological questipn. If you ask people what they value most in
life, they will say my children, my partner, my health, my religion. Usually, it’s
something that can’t be bought. At th¢ séme time, we’re invited to believe the
Chicago School rhetoric that market pressure determines value” (Marilyn Waring,
1998, www/aurora.icaap.org)
Marilyn Waring (1999) in discussing the UN System of National Accounts, states
that, “those who are making the decision are men, and those values which are excluded
from this determination are those of our environment, and of women and children” (p. 3).

Childcare and housework are not valued on the same scale as industrial labor and the
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prqduction of material goods for consum‘ption,' the value of family work done within the
home is placed at zero in our accounting system because these responsibilities are
deemed to have no economic or exc};Ange vélue within the home, except in those
instances when women’s work is hired out to. others outside the family (Waring, 1999) or
transacted fhrough prostitution, divorce and separation or adoption (Castaneda, 2002).

In an agrarian society, the family was the centre of production, from food production,
home and community construction and development to education. With the advent of the
industrial revolution men began to leave the home to earn a wage and women,l children
and the old and infirm .v.vere left out -of the market reducing their production capacity to
zero value because they did not earn a wage for their production within the 'homé (Della |
- Costa & James, 1972). With the advent of labor unions in mass trade industries men
began to successfully remove both woman and non-whites from the labor market and
protected themselves legally from future infringement (Blades & Rowe-Finkbeiner, 2006;
Della Costa & J#mes, 1972; Forrest, 2004; Hartstock, 2004; L. Hirondelle, 2004; Wariﬁg,
1999; & McGregor, 2004). Labor unions were set up to keep women out and to maintain
their economic deﬁendence upon the male, ensuring the Mtemnce of the traditional
capitalist values. Della-Costa & James, (1972) state that, |

The housé wife'(is) the central figure in this female role. We assume that all women

are houséwives and even those who work outside the home continue i0 be

housewives. That is, on a world lev.el, it is precisely what is particular to domestic
work, not only measured as number of hours and natlire of work, but as quality of life
and quality of relatibnships which it generates, that determines a woman’s place

wherever she is and whichever class she belongs (p. 8).
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Drusine, in Morgan, (2002) says that,

Politicians have always spouted rhetoﬁc about family values and the glories of wifely

devotion and motherhood-“the most important jobs in society.” Yet the same soéiety

denigrates, demeans, devalues, and dismisses these jobs as women’s work.

Justifications range from basic misogyny (whatever women do is less important than

whatever men dq) to the fuzzy-minded “natural division of labor” argument (women

are biologically built for childbearing; therefore (they) are also meant to scrub floors).

But the crucial component in the trivializing of “women’s work™ is that it is done at

home, is unsaiaried, and stands outside the formal labor market force and market

economy ... A middle class North American housewife, therefore, is considered
unoccupied and economically inactive, since she earns n§ salary for her minimum-

fourteen-hour workdays (p. 342).

According to Rosen-Graden, Myers & Hattie '(2004), in 1998 women spent 15.2
hours on unpaid housework (not counting childcare) per week compared with 8.3 hours
for men” (p. 110) and it is this inequitable division of labor that is being distributed on a
global scale and manifested in the relocation practices of multinational companies. The
material consequence of global relqcation is to situate mothers and children in the home,
segregate them and embed their production thhm the home. Relocation restricts access
to public life by restricting aiccess to community support (Zvonkovic, Soloman, Humble
& Manoogian, 2005), education, (Tucker, Marx & Long; 1998) recreational activities and

work (Ali, Van der Zee & Sanders, 2003; Navara & James, 2002).
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Familial Well-being

Recent literature on the impact of global relocation on the family seems to point to an
inéreasingly barren ground‘ for the maintenance of a healthy family life. Tucker, Marx &
Long (1998) found that as families move the likelihood of marital breakdown increases.
This marital breakdown affects both the child and mother’s mental health functioning
which in turn affects the marital relationship in a cycle of ever increasing stress and
distress within the system (Garstien & Sheeber, 2004). Increased marital conflict is
particularly relevant to children’s development because “children with behavior probléms
... including, attachment, academic performance, peer relationships, and emotional
regulation ... often come from fanﬁlies’ characterized by marital conflict” (Fin¢haﬁ1,
1998). Papp and Cummings (2004) have noted that “the marital relationship, including
how conflict is handled, has important implications for children’s development of
interpersonal relationships within and outside their families and that marital conflict is
related to more hostile parent-child relationships, less warm and more conflictual sibling
bonds, and problematic peer relationships” (p. 368). Marital conflicts often occur while
abroad because there are few opportunities for woman to engage in the labor force due to
visa restrictions, time and language barriers. Although the husband shares in the stress of
moving, the consistency of the company work environment and the camaraderie among
employees seems to mitigate the effect of this stress. Women are often left isolated with
child and family responsibilities frequently in countries where language.and cultural
differences exacerbate the already high stress level (Copeland & Norell; 2002).

The isolation of global relocation embeds the supremaéy of the dominant male role as

women and children become increasingly more dependent upbn the wage earner.
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Accompanying spouses and children are given little consideration in company benefit
packages; all economic considerations, including travel and moving expenses are
mediated through the employee, leaving the spouse and child_rén completely dependent
on the employee and the company. In this way, spouSés are forced to remain in countries
and in circumstances with their partners, who in many cases &e less than supportive. -
Unless they have private means, they cannot access company benefits that would allow
them to return home. As a further deterrent, the leaving process also becomes mitigated
through international jurisciictions that require written permission for women to travel
without their husbands, making it virtually impossible for women to leave an unsuitable
situation with their children.? That women are unhappy with their position in our society
is not a recent conception. From Mary Wollstonecraft in the eighteenth century to
Marilyn Waring in the new millennia, woman have been fighting for ;cl voice, doing
everything they could, academically, personally and socially to make themselves visible
but the overriding societal response is always the same-no. The reason for this response
is a very simple accounting problem; tﬁe profits do not 0utweigh the costs. As Marx
(1978) points out, the maintenance of the traditional family is at the very basis pf the
system, many of our laws and structural governance have been instituted in order to
preserve it. On a local level, this practice can be seen by such institutions as Canadian
unemployment insurance who define women who take leav;e to take care of children and
family work not as “unemployed but as not in the labor force” (McGregor, p. 31). In this

way, women are unable to collect benefits and are not part of our national accounting

2 (Personal experience, 2003),
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system. Moreover, “welfare policy, pensibh policy, daycare policies aﬁd viﬁually all
social and educational policies and benefits are designed to ensure that women participate
in paid employment, promise rewards if they do and make life difﬁé‘ult if they do not”
(Newsmith, Reitsma-Street, Baker & Porter, 2004). Anthony Giddens (2003) states that,
“the inequality of men and women is intrinsic to the traditional family ... and a return to
itisa return to legally defined inequality” (p. 54). A sentiment that embodies Hardt and
Negri’s concept of capitalism on pg. 6 of this paper, if we substitute inequality for
capitalism the statement again seems to ring true ... inequality has always functioned as
an aspect of world economy, and therefore those who clamor about its novelty have only
misunderstood its history. It is my belief that we cannot ;etum to something we have-.
never left and global capitalism seeks ;[o fix the notion of all women as housewives in the
minds and hearts of the populous. Globalization is an issue that affects us no matter
where we live; locally and globally, the day to day materiality of capitalism affects

women and children of all stratifications adversely.

Problem Statement
Within Capitalist culture there lies a paradox in the discourses surrounding women
and the expectation of what it means to be the ideal woman, wife, and mother. Women
are given a multitude of mixed messages through thé media concerning eqﬁa]jty,
education, beauty, motherhood and independence; we are encouraged to be the best we
can be yet given no room to grow and we are encouraged to accept personal
responsibility for social issues that rest far outside our sphere of control. In this critical

analysis it is my intention to investigate how global capitalism relies on the unpaid labor



Global migration 17

of women to support the male employee and to engage in social reproduction through
child rearing facilitated by media imagery designed to manufacture the consent of the
women they intend to exploit. I propose that this system of subjugation undermines the
development of healthy relationships owing to the increased stress of geographic
relocation, the subsequent social isolation, lack of support and, for many wdmen, the

resultant depression that often accompanies global capitalism (Sussman, 2002).

Literature Review
My initial drive to understand global relocation began wﬁh my life and the issues
that affected my ability to thrive in this economic environment. _My main concern was
the effect of frequent moves on my marriage and my ability to raise my child in a way
that I felt was going to provide the most stability and support for the entire family. In the
process of this analysis I came to discover that the macro level environment of late
capitalism holds a level of control that affects the daiiy acts of living that many of us feel
are within our personal sphere of control, but that have much farther reaching
implications than what we perceive from the confines of our nuclear families.
| According to Lewontin, Rose & Kamin (1984), and Marx (1978), as discussed at
the beginning of this paper, at the centre .of capitalist ideology is the right of biological
detgrnﬁnisny or the belief that, “the current division of labor between the sexes in our
society (a social division of labor) is merely a réﬂection of some underlying biological
necessity, so that society is a faithful mirror image of that biology” (p. 210). Given this
| position, it is important to look critically at the materiality of women and their children

living within this division of labor and the mechanisms that maintain their compliance.
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“I resent being turned into a housewife!!” (Personal journal, 1997)

Sigmund Freud called it Hysteria, he mused as to why women who seemingly
have everything, a Igood husband, good fortune, children, a nice home, suffer from
unexplainable mental illnesses (Crain, 1980, p. 223). At the turn of the centufy,
essentialist modes of science (modes which continue to dominate the sciences today)
sought to explain the reasons for this phenomenon by attempting to separate the
psychological illnesses of women from the social environment in which they lived.
According to Crain ( 1980); Freud’s explanations are rooted in the subconscious or can be
explained by physiological pathology for which there is a cure through therapy or drugs
and that modern sciences break down mental illness into its component parts in hopes of
isolating a specific cause with which the individual can make better with treatment
.(administ_ered by a qualified man) and individual growth (personal responsibility).

. From a medical perspective postpartum dep}'ession, like hysteria, happens to
women individually; independent of social context. In Fox (1988), Harriet Rosenberg
identifies arfemjnist model of postpartum depression that stems ﬁom the oppressed social
position of women (p. 382); she says that, “the daily wdrk of childrearing within the
household/family is almost entirely eclipsed from political discussion and considered to
be a private matter; the fact that mother work is integral to social reproduction and not a
personal pastime is obscured” (p. 380). Segegatﬁg mother work from its social context
separates reproduction and childrearing from a social responsibility relegating it to a
personal choice and individual responsibility. In this way capitalists can choose to -ignore

the needs of the families and leave the consequences to the spouses who have “discussed
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and agreed” upon the division of labor ane take no part in repairing the damage for which
they are making financial gains. :

Global relocation as discussed by Sussfnan (2002) later and postpartum
depression as discussed above carry similar emotioeal reactions in women, depression
due to loss, isolation, lack of social support and lack of independence. The effects of
depression can be seen in a study on attachment and security by Mikulincer & Shaver
(2005), who found that when stressed or depressed, a wide range of mothers tended to
look for support for themselves first rther than focusing on child care responsibilities.
Mothers required friendship and social support as their primary need; “only when
(mothers) feel stable and secure themselves can (they) provide attention and support to
their children” (p. 35). Further, Whiﬁen, Kerr & Kallos-Lilly (2005) found that both
internalizing and externalizing behaviors in children increased when mothers’
experienced greater marital distress. Whiffen et al.(2005) reason that, “mothers/ who are
unable to foster close relationships with their children increase their children’s levels of
emotional distress...(as) children with depressed mothers must contend with a range of
contextua!l difficulties including low socioecohomic hardship, marital conflict and
breakdown, lack of family cohesion, and family life distress” (p. 100). Among mothers of
temperamentally difficult children, Garstien and Sheeber (2004) found that not only did
mothers’ emotional states affect their children, but their children’s’ negative behaviors
affected maternal depression; which in turn affected the marital relationship in a cycle of
ever increasing stress and distress within the family system. Further, “child externalizing
behavior was predictive...of both disruption of family functioning and a decline in

‘maternal self-pereeived parenting compe_tence,'which in turn contributed to-an increase in
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depressive symptomatology for mothers” (p. 148). Childrén growing up in an
enviroilment with a distracted and depressed mother tend to be unable to judge their
mothers’ mental states, According to Repacholi & Trapolini (2004) the inability to
accurately perceive the mental state of an unfamiliar adl.ilt feniale was not affected, just
the maternal relationship, widening the chasm between the mother and child. The
emotional disruption in the mother-child bond causéd by maternal depression hampers a
-child’s socio-cognitive development, increases externalizing and internalizing behaviors

and helps to further increase depression in mothers.

Traditional Fizmily Values

When studying relocation commitment and spouse resistance, Allen, Eby,
Douthitt, & Noble. (2002) found that employees with a traditional family structure and
gender role differentiation were not only more successful than dual income families but
that an employed spouse was detrimental to the career advancement of the relocating
eniployee (p- 549). Rosen-Grandon, Myefs, & Hattie (2004) found that, “there is less
conflict when spouses subscribe to traditional gender roles... and sugvgests that if
“traditionality” is valued by both spouses in a relationship, then satisfaction with the
shared value of traditionality can lead to overall marital satisfaction” (p.65). Traditional
gender roles in a patriarchal economy reinforce the primacy of the husband’s occupation.
Any paid position that women hold in the community are subordinate to those of their
husband. Couples who travé].abroad, “like other dual-earner fémilies, downplay women’s
economic activities and limit women’s occupational choices, maintaining the ideology of

the good-provider role” (Zvonkovic et al. 2005, p. 416). Zvonkovic, et al (2005) found
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that women, whose husbands worked long hours or who were away from home for
extended periods of time, tended to work extra hard in the home so that when their
husbands feturned there was more family and leisure time. This game of “catch up” then
served to “creafe an exaggerated time crunch for many women,; it also obscured tﬁe
amount of family work that women actually did because their husbands rarely witnessed
their wives ;;erformance of housework or other family work tasks” (p. 416).
Consequently when the men finally came home, not only did their wives have to
complete their regular family work, daily COoldﬂg, cleaning etc, they also had to take care
of their husband’s demands for a proper meal, attention and personal leisure time. What
the authors foupd was that women had twice as muph to do and half the amoﬁnt of
personal time; “Rest for the breadwinner seemed to be a privilege connected only to
married men’s paid labor, not married women’s breadwinning or family work” .(p; 417).
Strazdins & Broom (2004) found that women who felt that their spouses
understood the inequality in emotional work and supported them felt more love and
contentment in their marriages regardless of the inequalities in labor. Alston & Stratford
(1996) and Copeland & Norell (2002) have consistently found that high levels of support
from one’s husband is related to relocation adjustment and that, “families who
demonstrated clear joint perceptions concerning the demands of the husband’s career
adjusted more readily than those who did not” (p. 257). It is important to note that the
- author’s deﬁnjtion of support refgrred mainly to “discussion and agreement” and not to
the equitable sharing of responsibilities. That is to say, an entrenched patriarchal division

of labor that permits the worker to commit his energies to work outside the home. As of
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. the July 21, 2008 issue of Fortune Global 500 there are 12 CEO’s that are women,

whereas last year there were 10 CEO’s that were women” >

| Global Capitalism and the Well- being of Families
Dr. Nan M. Sussman (2002), founder of Global Strategies an international human

resources management consulting firm, presents a backdrop for global relocation when
she describes a sét of emotional reactions, including culture shock, that often accompany
relocation; these are “feelings of emotional discomfort, exhaustion and psychological
stress, (consisting of) anxiety and depression as well as inappropriaté thihking or

- behaving” (pg. 2), the majority of the stresses, and therefore the emotional disc;)infort,
involved in relocating has repeatedly been shown to reside in the trailing spouse (Ali, A.
Van der Zee, K., Sanders, G., 2003; Copeland & Norell, 2002; Grant-Valone & Ensher,

'2001). Copeland & Norell, (2002) studied 94 trailing spouses and established that

relocation was especially stressful for accompanying spouses and that higher adjustment
rates were related to greater social support networks; friends were identified as the most -
impo@t factor in successful adjustment. Moreover, support from the conﬁpany was
found to buffer women against the stress of the relocatioh cycle and helped to increase
their sense of well-being. Unfortunately, however, globalization perpetuétes a chasm
between the dichotomies’ of public/private, and men/women and children by alienating
one from the other. It is a paradox that patriarchy requires the family unit only to alienate
the members from each other. I agree with Bowman (1997) when he says, “Globalization

- divides és much as it unites; it divides as it unites — the causes of division being identical

_ with those which promoté the uniformity of the globe” (p.2). Even if families begin their

3 http:/money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/global500/2008/womenceos/.
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sojqum on good standing, over time the well being of spouées tends to decrease without
an adequate support network. As indicated above by Copeland & Norell, (2002) indices
that relate to high levels of support from the employed spouse are related to overall
adjustment (p. 257). Ironically, given the hiring practices and expectations of
multinational companies, this kind of support.is not very likely to occur. In surveying 118
expatriate employees, Grant-Vallone, & Ensher (2001) found that 60% of them indicated
that, their “work life (long work hours and extensive travel) interfered with their nersonal |
life on a regular basis” (p. 270). Ali, et al. (2003) found the same results in an analysis
involving studies conducted by Ayree et al. (1997) and concluded that work life
interfered in personal life because work involved intense commitment factors, |
Highly committed employees are expected to work long hours, relocate and to
place greater importance on the interest of the organization rather than on
personal interest when the two are in conflict. Given the disparity of this position
from a more egalitarian one, it is easy to see how commonly held views regarding
men and women continue to suggest that women are more committed to family

than work and that men are more committed to work than family (p. 544).

The Cost of Transition

Given the émbt-ional ‘stress and the hegemonic state of dependency in the trailing
spouse, -it is not surprising that as families move the likelihood of marital breakdown
increases. The peripheral damage of marriage breakdown does not simply lie in the
statistics of poverty in single mothers but is associated with an increased likelihood that

children will not complete high school (Tucker et al. 1998);
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‘The number of family transitions (death, divorce and remarriage) children
experience while growing up creates stresses in children that can affect adolescent
outco:ﬁes ... even one residential change seems to compound the effects of a
transition although it may have occurre& before a family move ... our findings
suggest that residential stability may mediate the ill effects associated with
children’s school lives” (p. 125).

Farndale, Burton-Smith, Montgomery & Schute (2003) found that within the
structure of the nuclear fainily (involving iﬁother, father and children, as opposed to all
other family structures), the educational outcomes for highly mobile children were
remarkably better in evefy case, “as these children have not experienced family
transitions associated with death (and) divorce, possibly followed by remarriage” (p.

119). Tucker et al. (1998) also found that,

Children who were not living with both biological parents, who moved more than

once, _had significantly more problems relating to peers and teachers, being

obedient and behaving in a school environment than did those who were not
living with beth biological parents and who had never moved; the difference

‘between one move and any other higher order moves is not significant. The only
significant difference ... within the other family forms is between those who had
moved and those who had never moved (p. 125).

Farndale & Buﬂoﬁ-Smith (2003) found that, “for eaeh successive move children
have made, the odds of having problems in school increases by 40% for children who
‘moved only once in their lives and by almost 85% for children who moved eight or nine

times versus children who never moved” (p.122). In his ecological model, Uri
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Bronfenbrenner (1974) claims that, “an ecological orientation points to the importance of
relations between systems as critical to th.e child’s development... the interaction
between home and school, family and peer group” (p.4), and therefore family adjustment.
Brenner (1984), as cited in Seng and Betts (1993), surmises that as transitions occur, and

~ in this casé multiple family moves and the extended absences of one parent, that the
stress compiles with each subsequent transition; “some children cope with the tension by
becoming unusually manic and aggressive; others become withdrawn, depressed, and
tearful, and some express hostility towards family members by regressing or by doing
poo;'ly in school” (p. 5)- Seng and Betts (1993) believe that in a global environment
children who have moved frequently rely on their parents, in particular their mother, the
most stable and consistent adult in their véried and limited social circle to provide
significance to e-vents. If mothers are depressed and unable provide these.stable,
comforting cues then Ithe children are left adrift emotionally. Dennis and Herring (1999)
believe that children reared in a local community fély on environmental cues. to signify
events so that the loss of the local community as a signifier undermines the child’s well-
being.

Globalization relies on the ability of companies to adapt and move with the flow
of capital, as commodities increase and decrease in value employees are moved in order
to follow demand. In many cases whole families are relocated with very ]itﬂe concern for
the destruction caused to the families. It is‘ not only the families themselves that suffer but
also the local communities from which they come and go. Dennis, & Herring (1999) are
family and career consultants and they explain that “relocating families are worn thin by

multiple moves, often on short hotice, to locations selected by the employer ... with each
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relocation families are reminded of how much their lives are in someone else’s hands”
(pg- 35). Dennis & Herring (1999) also inform uS that “it is not unusual for corporate
families to relocate 5 times in 10 years, thus increasing the’ likelihood that a fanlily;s :
sense of being part of a community’s roots and heritage are iost, the communities in
which they ﬂoat through suffer as a result (p.35). Studies by Rhee, Chang & Rhée,
(2003), Dao, Lee & Chang (2007) énd Bérry, Phinney, Sam & Vedder (2006) on
acculturation with immigrant Asién youths found that although factors such as language
proficiency, ethnic and nation‘ai identification §1nd social support affected how well a
youth acculturated into a new country, the most important factor affecting the well-being
of youth was the amount of time Spent in the new country. Specifically, the longer youth
resided in a particular country the better the outcomé. The amount of time spent in a
country is iinportant in understanding how expatriates and their families are different than
immigrant families. According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, immigration means,
“to enter and usually become established” where as an expatriate or sojourner is a
transitory state. Identiﬁcatién with national identity or ethnic identity, the two factors
affecting positive acculturation according to Berry et al, (2006), becomes elusivé ina .
transitory environment. As a result, what is termed a di_ﬂ‘uée identity, “characterized by a
lack of commitment to a direction or purpose in their lives and often socially isolated”
(ibid, p.316) occurred in 22.5% of the almost 8,000 i:nmigraﬁ:t youths canvassed.
Therefore, “these young people lack a clear orientation ana appear to be marginal and
confused; they thus «i'epresent a group in which, according to previous research, personal
and social problems are likely to appear” (ibid, p. 324). If this is the case for immigrant

youths who struggle to become acculturated in a single environment over time, what is
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the outcome for youths who find themselves on the same rollercoaster year after year,
country after country?

The trend towards short-term assignments continues to escalate as companies try

to contain costs, with up to 70 percent of surveyed companies reporting that their .

employees were on an assignment length of just one year or less, this is a major

shift from the past historical éverage, where only 13 percent of all assignments
were less than one year in duration ( IOth Giobal Relocation Tlrends - conducted
and issued jointly by GMAC Global Relocation Services, the National Foreign

Trade Council, and SHRM, May 2004)

As I will discuss in detail later, paradoxically we find thét, according to Berry et
al. (2006), the ramifications of global migration on the family and local communities
requires a sensitivity and understénding of the needs of migrating families, which is quite
the opposite of the basic premise of fhe male dominated patriarchal social structure which
relies on the willing yet uninformed sacrifices of women and children. In what follows, I
will argue that in a global capitalist environment, the well-being of women and children,
and therefore responsible social reproduction is called into questign because such an
environment hampers the emotional health and development in both parties. The
agreement of women to participate in such an ideology is sought through a campaign of
fear, isolation, separation and ignorance propégated by patriarchy to exact such an
agreement without women actually understanding the ramifications of théir contraét. In

order fo address this progression it is important to look at the ways in which this

agreement is acquired without the benefit of full understanding on the part of women.
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‘From the Top Down |

Hardt & Negri (2000) believe that through the development of globalization
governing bodies such as fhe UN function on what they term a “supranétional level”, or
outside the domestic legal system, governing all nation-states. This Empire is, “both
system and hierarchy, centralized construction of norrﬁs‘ and far-reaching production of
leéitimacy, spread over the world. It is configured ab initié as a dynamic and flexible
systemic structure this is articulatéd horizontally” (p. 13). In such a system the d(;nﬁnant
ideologies become part of both the global and the local governing bodiés; in this case the
attitudes and practices of patriarchy become legitimized and .spread' through all levels of
government. One of the ways women are romanced into believing that patriarchy
supports their issues is through political double speak‘ or what will later be discussed as
propaganda. Mark DaCosta A]leyne (2004) outlines the ways in which organizations like
the UN give nods in the direction of women’s issues on a global level but does not move
forward in any concrete way. Propaganda functions by appearing to work towards issues
but yet fails to uphold any material change in their ideologies or goverm'ng strategies.
Although the UN has-made many promises and “passed two resolutions related to the
special concerns of women: the Declaration on the Elimination of Diécrhnination against
women -(\1 967), and the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in
Emergency and Armed Conflict (1974)...and in 1975 declared a “Decade for Women”
(p.104), nothing has really chaﬁged within the UN itself or its foﬁcies regardless pf its
public position.

DaCosta Alleyne (2004) found that,
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No woman has ever been elected the UN Secretary-General, and few women have

made it to the rank of top licutenants, running the various divisions of the

Secretariat, the specialized agencies or important part of those agencigs...at the

level of policy, as late as 1993, the UN was still being criticized for failure to

consider the génder—speciﬁc mistreatment Qf women among the most serious
violations of human rights ... Some of these include rape, forced prostitution as
part of war strategy, female genital mutilation and the political subjugaﬁon of

wbmen for allegeﬂ religious and cultural reasons (p.104).

By making promises and drawing attention to the issues of women and children
yet doing nothing concrete governing bodies protect thémselves from bad publicity
because to the public it appears as though they are supporting relevant issues.

Penny, 2004, says,

- This is bullshit becauée it tficks out a terrible thing in floaty, fulsome rhetoric.
Bulishit is forever putting the rosiest of spins on rotten political and economic
decisions. This is because bullshit is about getting away with something, or
getting someone to buy something in the broadest possible sense, which means
‘covering arses or kissing them (p. 6) |
What we see in global level institutions such as the UN is reflected at the national

level by Canadian parliament. Doris Anderson, previous editor of Chatelaine ﬂiagazine,
gives us further evidence of the local/global when she writes in This Magazine: Because
Everything is Political (2006), that male 'MPs in Ottawa outnumber females by five to .
one (1), she says “that, women make up 52% of the Canadian population but only 21% of

the House of Commons and our provincial legislatures are women” (p. 1). With men
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outnumbering women at the highest echelons of politics, and they are content to keep it
that way, the needs of women and children, such as affordable childcare, will never see
the light of day7

The domestic issue of u'niversalAday care has been floating around Canadian
political platforms since the Conservatives came to office in 1984. The Government of
'Canada states that, “Strong families ensure a bright future for Canada. The most

 important investment we can make as a country is to help Canadjan families by providing

choice, support and spaces to raise our children” http://.universalchildcare.ca. Recently,
in 2006 CBC aired a report on the internet called Childcare in Canada

http://www.cbc.ca/new/background/daycare , this article covers the beginnings of the

universal childcare phenomena and outlines the amount of money bemg allotted by th¢
.provincial and federal governments and makes some recommendations for best practices,
un_fortﬁnately on October 10, 2007, the last Ontario provincial election, the issue of
affordable childcare was not on the docket of any of the provincial candidates. Again we -
see that although promises are being made, there is no concrete action. The issues of
women and children function as glittering generalities* put forth to sway the popular vote
by the appearance of good faith but are in fact illusions.

“Globalization signals the internationalization of capitalism and the rapid
circulation and flow of information, commodities and visual images around the world”
(Yon, 2000, p.15). Indeed 1 wduld argue that the failure of public policy to support
women and children is supported-by the global media and it is through the media that our
perceptions of the micro and macro world around us are influenced. Noam Chomsky

(2002) when discussing the media and propaganda in his book, Media Control: The

* 1 will discuss the term “glittering generality” in more detail later on in this chapter.
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Spectacular Achieyements of Propaganda, oi)e.ns-by defining democracy in two ways,
“one conception of democfacy has it that a democratic society is one in which the public -
has the means to participate in some nﬁeaningful ‘way in the management of their own
aﬂ'ajfs and the means of information are open and free” (p.9)...and the other is, “that the
public must be baﬁed from managing their own affairs and the means of information
must be kept narrowly and rigidly controlled” (p.10). As will be discussed later, this
dichotomy of definition is a form of propaganda; we the people believehone definition
while the powers that be work on entirely another. One way these mixed messages are
deliveréd fo the people is through popular culture and in particular the media. In order to
illustrate how these dichotomous messages are presented I will later deconstruct the film
and book The Constant Gardener and the film Lost in Translation. Because these
messages are often ephemeral and vague it is important to provide a vehicle for the reader
to experience how contemporary media has the capacity to undermine the health and

well-being of women and their children for the benefit of capital.

Summary
Historically, the division of labor between the sexes and the spread of capitalism has
run hand in hand. As society expands and global markets increase so has the need for
geographic relocation which reifies rigid and inequitable divisions of labor within the
family. The research in relation to the well-being of the family within a global capitalist
society indicates that women, children, and the family suffer ill aﬂ'ecté such as marital
conflict, depression, attacﬁment disorders, and academic troubles not only from

relocation practices but from the rigid role expectations that divide the sexes. I have
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found that although women have been fighting for equality for hundreds of years very
little has changed; in fact as capitalism expands any concessions women and childre_ﬂ
ﬁlay have gained are being rescinded through the practice of global reloca;tion.

Media control and propaganda has been found to subvert the independence and
growth of women and children by presenting‘ false .images and fallacies that keep them
locked in these rigid social roles. The following deconstruction will attempt to shed somé
light on how media control and propaganda work and why women cbn;tinue to consent to

their own exploitation.

Methodology

The methodology used in this thesis isa deconsiructi% discourse analysis, 1
breakdown the images and dialogue in two films in order to promote a conceptual
understanding in the reader of the issués I wish te highlight. I am not studying these
films, nor analyzing them, I only attempt to‘ use them as a medium to underscore the ways
in which films can be used by the propaganda machine to produce current North
American discourses and therefore consistent and supportive action.

Deconstructive discourse analysis

Foucault (1991) declares that deconstructive discourse analyses are “practices
with the aim of graspmg the conditions which make ... acceptable (discourses) at any
given moment” (p.75). In demonstration of the above idea, this critical analysis breaks
down (deconstructs) two films with the aim of highlighting the representations and
discourses that continue to make acceptable the constant subjugation of women, children

and the family.
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Units of Analysis

The units of analysis to be considered in this critical analysis are fictional
_ symbolic representations of women, in the book and film, the Constant Gardener and the
film, Lost in Translation. The entire family constellation and the subject position of male
representation has some peripheral-illustration as they are relevant to the overall subject
position of women and children. (Two overviews of each film can be found in Appendix
1)

In the Constant Gardner, Tessa and Justin Quayle are the main protagonisfs and
Gloria and Sandy Woodrow are the main antago-nisits..These two couples and their
families are British expatriates whose husbands work in Nairobi for the British High
Commission. In Lost in T ranslation the constellation of main antagonists and
protagonists breaks up the marital couples and places them in opposition to one another.
Charlotte and John is a young couple, recently married, and Charlotte is accompanying
John on a photo shoot in Tokyo. The other couple, Bill and Lydia has been married for
many years. Bill is in Tokyo filming a whisky commercial while his wife is at home m
the US with their children. The protagonists in this film are Charlotte and Bill, and Jéhn
and Lydia are the antagonists.

To McLeod (2002), “the discursive event is simultaneously a piece of text, an
instance 6f discursive practice and an instance of social practice” (p.24). In an effort to
remain consistent with this assertion and discover ’Fhe method in which an event, such as
a film or book, descﬁbes and promofes action within its reader, I chose these two films
because both are about living in a global capitalist (macro) environment and about

relationships (micro environment) and therefore contain representations (images) and
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discourses (speech and behavior) that are pertinent in both social situations and provide
clear examples of the cohéerns 1 would like to call attention to.

Deconstructive Discourse analysis, by McLeod’s (2002) admission, is not a
corﬁpletely forméd and rigid scientiﬁc.method; she says that,

(I) wish to emphasize that there is no definitive method of discourse analysis and

that therefore any methodological discussion or practice contributes to the

constant construction and re-production of the intellectual and research activity

called “discourse analysis” (p. 17).

The design and procedure of the analysis in this project was based on a
compilation of deconstructive discursive praétices outlined in McLeod(2002) taken from
the previous discursive wori(s of Foucault (1972), including: “describe the authorities of
delineation and analyze the grids of specification” (p.22); and Derrida (1976), who claims
that deconstructive discursive analysis, “questions discoﬁrse’s by exploring
(deconstructing) them in terms of their claims of presence, and their dependence on
absences” (p.20). In this process of sous rapture (under erasure), “Derrida attempts to
discover the opposite or trace within the meaning of a single term. In other words, A is
simultaneously A and not-A. Meaning is a function of presence (the written or spoken
word) and absence (the chain of suppressed signifiers upon which the meaning _of the
present is based)” (p. 21). From these three perspectives, the design of this work includes
an analysis of the grids of specification; these are the discursive categories of
representation of women as will be discussed using the works of E. Anne Kaplan below.
It w111 describe the authorities of delineation which contain the tools of propaganda,

which will also be outlined. The concept of sous rature (under erasure) plays an



Global migration 35

important part in this aﬁpect of the design as investigating how a particular social image
or concept is alluded to but never fully visualized, the absence of image leaves in its
place, or at least a blank space, tQ enter a residual image which allows for the confusion
that accompanies discourses and practices that make women and children simultaneously

visible and invisible.

Discourse

McLeod (2002), defines discourse as a, “socially organized framework of
meaning that defines categories and speqiﬁes domains of what can be said and what can
. be done” (p. 18). Discourses are the things that 'we say and our active and reactive
behavior to them. Deconstructive discourse analysis is then delineating and deciphering
the often unnoticed meaning and actions behind how we talk about and deal with peoplé
and events. When describing adolescent sexual behavior, one may say of males, ‘he is
just sewing wild oats”, alternately when describing the same behavior m adolescent girls
we may say, ‘she’s a slut.” One account accepts and justifies the behavior and the other
account condemns it. How we say things often reflects underlying accepted modes of
thinking and behavioral conduct. Deconstructive discourse analysis breaks down such
statements and atterﬁpts to situate them in terms of their historically social and political
biases.

. McLeod (2002), states that,
Discourses are seen as constmctive as they do not simply describe the social
world, but are the mode through which the world of “reality” emerges. They

contain subjects and construct objects...as well as knowledge and
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truth....discourses allow us to focus on %gs that are not ‘really” there, but once

these havé been circumscribed by discourses it is difficult not to refer to them as

though they were real (p.18).

In the above example of adolescent sexuality the subjects are the males and the
females who given their sexuality become objects such as normal healthy boys or
sexually deviant girls rather than the opposite or neither. When discourses such as these
become part of our daily perceptions of youth we begin to accept these differences as
truth and speak about them and act towards youth as though they were true rather than
social constructs which control behavior and support ideologies. In this way,
“Decohstructive discourse analysis ifnplies undermining the reveiatioﬁ of essence, de-
stabilizing meaning as presence, and disrupting ddminant, taken for- granted notions of a

subject” (McLeod, 2002, p. 18)

Analysis of grids of spec;y‘ication

Grids of specification, according to the definition set out by Foucault above are
the catégories with which subjecis are accorded and related and thus become objects. The
| subjects in this paper (women, in their role as mother) become objects (good/ bad
mother) tﬁrough their visual and discuréiVe representations in.the events (book and
- films). Specifically, those representations of women in film as outlined by E. Anne
Kaplan (1992): ‘Sacriﬁcial Mother: Pha]lic Mother, Resisting Mother: Absent
mother/Nurturing father, Working mother and the Selfish/ non-mother.

North American culture has been able cleverly to use the theory of the child’s

: “'good” and “bad” mothers developed by analysts following Freud to construct
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fepresentations whose purpose is to manipulate women in, or out of, the work force, in
accordance with the needs of a capitalistic system. The powerful ideology of the -
masochistic, angelic, all-sacrificing mother, prodﬁced through psychoanalytic theories as
representing the healthy “feminine” woman, has functioned (and is stﬂl functioning,
although in ways strikingly altered via; new technologies) to construct women in ways
that serve forces that have nothing per- se to do with women (Kaplan, 1992, p. 45). The
prevailing image of women has become the unfailing standard in North America.

E. Anne Kaplan (1992) explores the representations of women in film between the
yeats 1928 and 1990 and finds that, |

with the advent of theorists such as Freud and the development of the propaganda:

' mabhine after WWII, films began to show Hollywood’s propensity to displace the
level of the social into the level of the psychological ... psychoanalysis makes it

possible to displace the question of responsibility into the imaginary (p. 173).

Kaplan (1992) finds that through these representations, Hollywood has managed to
convince us that mothers, of all types are deficient and that men are superior to women in
everyway; The word mother itself is no longef synonymous with love and care but rather
weakness and ineptitude as well.

1t is in this role of the imaginary that the propaganda against women has thrived, our
expéctations and résponsibilities are no longer based on the functions we share and
perform on a daily basis but on‘ the unconscioﬁsly denied wishes of men, the wish that
they held complete control over the means of production and reproduction. For example,
Kaplan (1992) delineates 6 different types of mothers, beginning with the mosf socially

acceptable and coﬂmion form, the Sacrificial Mother. Kaplan states that,
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Given their positioning as “laék” in the patriarchal symbolic order, women are
representéd as seeking for identity/wholeness either via romantic love or vié
identification with children...She is always to be sexually attractive and alluring
to the husband...if she fails in this, hef husband.will seek amusement elsewhere.
At the same time, she must be a devoted mother, taking care of her children’s
slightest needs; however, she is not to devote too much love to them (p. 85).

Good Housekeeping (1955) (see appendix 2) clearly outlines the expectations of both

women and men concerning how womeﬂ are to act and their place in society.
The following five representations of mothers are in opposition to the sacrificial
mother, the first is the Phallic Mother, |

this concerns the mother’s negative impact on the child. The phallic mother is
based on the degree to which a woman’s own unresolved problems with her
mother ‘in turn affected her mothering .... (this is based on) work done on
maternal narcissism (which Freud had préviously raised), on the mothers
projecting on to the child her own 'ﬁﬁfu]ﬁlled desires, on the mother’s use of the
child to satisfy needs for mothen'ng that remain from her own childhood; and
finally (and what is most relevant to the “phallic” mother representation), on the
degree to which a woman’s mﬁsculine identity — her penis envy — would inhibit
successful ﬁothermg (p. 108).

The second is the Resisting Motiner.
(The nofion of the resistixig mother) consists of the unconscious contradictions/
the unthinkable and repressed voice of the mother; In other words, the narrational

voice, close to the heroine’s unconscious, inadvertently reveals repressed
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resentments about women’s oppressive placement within the nuclear family
| particularly their repressed longing for their mother object, or their unmet 1:;eeds

for power and self-fulfillment that may originally have caused the transgressions -

(p. 124). |

Kaplan’s third representation of the Absent mother/Nurturing fatheris a
possible reaction to the woman’s liberation movement and more women leaving the
home to work and pursue their own lives, imaginary images of the nurturing father began
to appear in contemporary rﬁedia. (p. 187). Furthermore, Kaplan explains that the
Abusive neglectful mothers are, “images that are linked to the concern about the

- psychological effect of day care on children, woman have been portrayed as “coke

addicted producing already damaged children, mistreating their children, or using the
child to finance her habit™ (p. 193), and that the fifth and ﬁnal representation, the Selfish,
non-mother, “is an image of women as caring more for their own comfort than for |

nurturing others” (p. 193).

Authority of Delineation

Drawing on the works/writings of Parker (1990), Dreyfus & Rabinow (1982),
Foucault (1972) and Ramazan(;glu (1993), McLeod (2002) highlights a unique
perspective on discourse. Speciﬁcaily, McLeod devises an amalgamation of the meaning
of discourse when she states that, “the statements in a discoursé cluster around.cﬁlturally
available understandings as to what constitutes a topic ... (And that) they are
progressively and dramatically achieved over time and within particular contexts of

| power relations” (p. 18). In terms of the discourses that surround wdmen and children and
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the right of biological determinism and “natural division” of labor, as found historically
within the capitalist system, one can see the natural flow of pai‘ticqlar discourses that
identify certain aspects of motherhood sﬁch as mothers putting aside their own ne¢ds for -
their children, sacrificing for them or being overly larotective. Within this system thé
well being of our children has been the miandate of the women. Natural discourses within
this system of ideology become propaganda when these discourses are used by the public
relations machine to enforce and rigidify categaries of behavior that do not serve tﬁe

well-being of the populace.

Representations af Women and the Role of Propaganda

One of the tools assisting economics in its universal propaganda has been the law,

The global litany of the legal system operating as one tool of oppression is never

endiﬁg. Marriage, domicile, custody; in English Common Law, the Code

Napleon, the Hindu code of Manu, in Sharia law; in the cosmetic legal guarantees

of sexual equality; in constitutions; and in inheritance and land laws (Waring

2002, p. 195).

How is it that woﬁen and children continue to have an unequal voice and to
consent to their own oppression? When we look critically at the relationship between
the lack of value .placed on mothers and children m a capitalist system and the
mechanisms that maintain their continued exploitation we can argue strongly tixat the
answer lies in propaganda; rhisinformatiqn, manipulation and deception, focused on

manufacturing the consent of both women and men to maintain this system.
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In its simplest form, propaganda seems to be a modern émalgamation of
principles based on psychoanalysis, learning theory, social learning theory and
humanistic psychology. In this amalgam Freud’s developmental theory, “the inner world
of feelings, impulses, and fantasies (Crain, 1992, p.222) becomes a platform from which
propaganda can operate. Layered atop this notion is the modification of behavior and
human values.

For example, Pavlov taught us that behayior can be formed, “_fmm the outside,
from external forces” (p-154). In his Nobel Prize winning experiments on dogsaPavlov-

| demonstrated that unconditioned stimuli can produce physiological reéctions such as
salivation; this is known as classical conditioning (p. 155). Altémately Skinner, in his
theory of operant conditioning, taught us that, “responses can be automatically elicited by
unknown stimuli” (p. 161) and not just known stimuli as in classical conditioning. In
social learning theory Bandura believed that, “in social situations people often learn
much more rapidly by observing the behavior of others” (p. 177). From these four
theories we learn that behavior can be conditioned both internally and externally and
displaced to the realm of unknown by artificially producing stimuli designed to elicit '
specific social responses. Finally, and what seems to be the driving force behind the
choice of stimuli best suited to the needs of the public relations machine, is Maslow’s
theory of motivation. In what is termed, humanistic psychology; '

There are 6 kinds of needs: physiological, safety needs, belongingness needs, love

needs, self-esteem needs and at the highest level, self-actualizing needs ... these

needs are arranged in a hierarchical order such that the fulfillment of lo§ver needs

propels the organism on to the next highest level ... most people are so strongly
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motivated by needs such as belongingness, love and respect that they are afraid td

entertain any thqught that others might disapprove of (p. 320).

Ironically, Maslow’s work was motivated by his desire to understand highly
motivated people, somewhat like Steven Covey’s (1997)' book called, The seven habits of
highly effective people but it would seem that the spin doctors have taken this work and
turned it on its head. It does not seem that Maslow’s work is being used to affect self-
actualization but conversely to maintain a lower level of need among the masses. Iﬁ my
estimation, the most prevalent example of this perspective is the hypocrisy between the
maiﬁtenance of low wages, the'high cost of basic li\}ing needs such as food, housing and
utilities, the high cost of education and the lac;k of adequate jobs for graduates and the
bombardment of advertisements for must have luxury items such as cars, phones,
.computers and vacations with the over exposure of the lives of the rich and famous.

This is the mandate of the public relations machine; it sells us capitalism and its
requisite emotions by pairing consumerism or need with happiness and natural fulfillment
in order to sustain its own existence. By keeping wages low and jobs that offer a living
wage and benefits at a minimum, the public is kept at a level in which they struggle to
meet their basic needs. The public relations machine keeps the masses spending their
méager disposable income on luxury items designed to ensure the happiness of the
owner, which keeps the average person in an ever increasing pattern of need and
therefore work and struggle. Imagefy paired with basic need and wish fulfillment
increases the probability that consumers will recognize the need for these items or roles'

and after prolonged exposure will accept them as fundamental.
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Edward L. Bernéys, the father of Public Relations and nephew to Sigmund Freud,
once said that,

PR wasn’t Just a question of representing corporate interests to the public; he
insisted that corporations had to read up on public hopes, desires, and impressions
and use this information to come up with the most powerful rhetoric and effective |
symbols to sway the public. A good PR man was as mucha social scientist, as he
was in impresario” (Penny, 2004, p.37).

Propaganda towards women and children works in much the same way. By
promoting socially acceptable images paired with wealth, security and happiness the PR
machine forces the masses to “buy” these images much as they would a car or phbne and
continue to strive towards acquiring these social standards regardless of the cost to their
well-Being. What follows is a look at the mechanisms of propaganda, what they are and
how they are used within contemporary media as a tool of compliance.

According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, propaganda is the spreading of
ideas, information, or rumor for the purpose of helping or injuring an institution, a cause,
or a person; ideas, facts, or allegations spread deliberately to further one's cause or to
damage an opposing cause; also: a public action having such an effect
(http://mw1.merriam-webster.con/dictionary/propaganda). What is most interesting -
about this definition and what causes the most difficulty is that propaganda/public
relations is an equal opportunist and will subvert any discourse that is appropriate to its
purpose.

Noam Chomsky (2002) *concisely outlines why propaganda works so 'Wéll,

5 Although Foucault and Chomsky differ in regards to the absolute nature of truth within discourses, I use a
combination of both their perspectives. Foucault’s perspective stipulates that there are many possibilities of
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We the workers are viewed by those in powér as mindless, the “bewildered herd”
that require shepherding should we do ourselves and everyone else harm. We
have no idea what is best for us and any attempt to make ourselves heard is stupid
and dangerous ... People ﬁave to be atomized and segregated and alone. They’re
not supposed to organize, because then they might be éomething beyond
spectators of action (p. 23).

This sentiment is especially true for women as it as reflects the basis of arguments
put forth by men like Rousseau (Wollstonecraft, 1792), that women are not capable of
making good decisions, being good leaders or having any idea of what is important in life
besides looking our best; we are to be kept isolated within the home seeing to our
persons, our dress and our duties as wives and mothers. As yet another example; “the
obedience required of women in-the marriage state comes under this description; the
mind, naturally weakened by depending on authority, never exerts its own power, and the
obedient wife is thus rendered a weak indolent mother” (p. 92).

You will not see consistent aggressive headlines in local néwspapers calling for
action, you will not see groups of men and women continually gathered together in
protest, and you will not see active legislation put into practice in order to combat this
abuse, why is that? It is because the North American public relations machine is highly
successful, genius in fact at “manufacturing consent.” The tools of the_prbpaganda

machine are vast and varied and there are many techniques used to manufacture our

truth, dominant discourses arise from power relations and eclipse other possible perspectives and
Chomsky’s perspective stipulates that there is an “absolute basis of human nature” that is used by those in
power, or deployed as necessary, to reconstitute society, I combine both of these perspectives because I
believe neither perspective is absolute, and that each holds merit within this discussion on discourse and
propaganda. Like Chomsky, I do believe there is an element of human nature that strives towards justice
and values love and kindness, and that we should evolve in that direction regardless of the risk. Foucault
argues that the risk is that we might possibly reconstitute this same society. I side with Chomsky only in
that T am willing to accept the risk in striving for it. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kawGakdNoT0)
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consent: name calling, .gl_itltering generﬂities, euphemisms, transfer, and fear to name a
few (Www.propag'andacritic.com). The following definitions are taken verbatim from this
site and will be used in the event analysis to decipher the images and text within the
films.

The first type of propaganda is name éallz'ng and includes the use of terms such as
‘;Feminist, Commie and Bitch”. This technique links a person, or idea to a negative
symbol. The propagandist who uses this technique hopes that the audience will reject the
person or the idea on the basis of the negative symbol, and consequently reject that
symbol as well, instead of looking at the available evidence. The second is the glittering
generalities; this is the use of statements such as Freedom and justice for all. The
glittering generality is name calling in reverse. While name calling seeks to make»us
form a judgment to reject and condemn wifhout examining the evidence, the glittering
generality deifice seeks to make us approve and accept without examining the evidencé.'
The third technique is the use of euphemisms.

When propagandists use glittering generalities and name-calling the symbols they
are attempting to arouse their audience with are vivid, emotionally suggestive words. In
certain situations, however, the_ propagandist attempts to pacify the audience in order to
make an unpleasant reality more palatable by using words that are more pleasant, which
characterizes euphemisms.

Such an approach gives ﬁo value at all to the environment or to its ecosystem; it is

simply a matter of weighing one market utility-namely, a silt-producing,

ecologically damaging, “productive” dam- against another-namely, income from
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the legitimized violence of men against animals, euphemistically called leisure

(Waring, 2002. p. 216)_.

The fourth techniqﬁe, transfer, is a device by which the propagandist carries over
the authority, sanction, and prestige of something we respect and revere to something he
~ would havé us accept, such as maternal responsibility. Good Housekeeping (1955) gives
us a list of behaviors éxpected of wives and mothers, it takes the basics instincts of
mothers to nurture and protect their young and provide a stable family life and turns it
against them by setting up unrealistic expectations, instead of being a family or
community responsibility, caring for children becomes the private domain of women.
The final technique that will be used is fear, when a propagandist warns members of her
audience that disaster will result if they do not follow a particular course of action, she is
using the fear appeal. By playing on the audience’s deep-seated fears, practitioners of
this technique hope to fedirect attention away from the merits of a particular proposal and
towards steps that can be taken to reduce the fear. For example,

Scholars have found that working mothers spend more time with their children

than did unemployed mothers 40 years ago and that they cut back on sleep and

leisure to be able to do so ... Despite these findings, working mothers report
feeling aﬁxious about the amount of time they spend with their children. .. The
juxtaposition of these findings- that wquing mothers are spending more time with
their kids even as they attest to worrying about spending enough- is evidence of
the cultural trap of domesticity in which they find themselves.... they can’t win

for losing (Pugh, 2005. p. 732).
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These are but a few of the techniques used by the public relations machine to
manipulate the bewildered herd into following the path set out for them. As the
definition of propaganda states, there is .a mix of realities. Emotional issﬁes are paired
with ideaé and ways of being that the media would have us adopt or discard. This pairing
makes it difficult for us to sort through the detritus and come to terms with what is right

for ourselves and to stand against bureaucratic apologists who twist our thinking into
fallacies we are ill prepared to defend ourselves against. Bernays wrote that, “the only

- difference between propaganda and education, really, is the point of view. From this

perspective, the advocacy of what we believe in can be referred to as education, whereas

the advocacy of wﬁat we don’t believe can be referred to as propaganda” (Penny, 2004, p.

38).

- Sous Rature -

When participating in 2 media event, it is important to look not only at the individual
eléments that drive the plot, is it a love story, politic'al intrigue, or good vs. evil but what
is the overall message the film gives us and do we buy it? What we take with us at the
end of a ﬁlﬁl; the lessons we learn unconsciously drives us towards ways of being and
understanding the world. We glimpse love and support and know we want aspects of that
relationship. We see styles of working and modes of living that we wish for and know
are good and noble or alternatively ways of getting ahead and beating the system. These
are irﬁages, illusions that are presented to us in order to fill a perceived void. They help
us make decisions as to the kinds of people we would like to be and how to function in

relationships and society but more so they prepare us to accept our place in society fully
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armed with a visual catalogue of do’s and don’ts! Although each of us makes personal |
choices as to what we will watch and what we will. buy, we cannot get outside the system
that we live in and therefore are exposed to these images-and discourse which oﬁen have
an effect on us whether we are aware of them or chose them or not.

These do’s and don’t are discourses subverted into propaganda by the media and
within each film there are situations than can only be described by their absence. I have
found that omissions from book to film and from ﬁlm to the “deleted scenes” on DVD
have their tales to tell, if is often the material that lies outside categorical bounds, the
information we are meant to ighore that gives an alternate perspective on possible
r¢alities. “Derrida’s notioﬁ of absence or presence refers herel in that the written or
spoken word always contains traces of its compliment or absence. Foucault (1972)
recognizes this; language, he states, always seems to be inhabited by the other, the
elsewhere, the distant; it is hollowed by absence; ... (t) his criterion means that implicit
themes suggested by the absence of certain terms should be analyzed” (McLeod, 2002, p.
22).

Procedure
Data énalysis
My main analytic approach was taken from Denzin & Lincoln’s (1998) process in
which the qualitative researcher is termed a “Bricoleur” The end product then becorﬁes a
bricélage or “a pieced-together, close-knit set of practices that provide solutions to
pi'oblems in a concrete situation” (p. 3). In order to put together a critical analysis that
reflected my personal and academic perspective, the image of a laborer or bricklayer

-connects with the idea of layering the data, in this method the researcher brings together
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an event, research and analysis and places them together in such avway as to illustrate
points and contra&ictions and to make clear the connections she has made with the event.
The hope of th:s researcher is that this design, this alternate perspéctive, promotes the -
possibility of making a coﬁnection WIth the reader, whom in turn might make connections
: tb the world outside the home.
The choice of films to use for my analysis combines the Constant Gardener and

Lost in Translation. 1 also read the paper back version of the Constant Gardener by John
LeCarre (2001). I watched Lost? in Translation and began taking notes in a reflexive
journal divided into two sections, one for each film. I watched each film multiple times.
and made notes, first by just viewing the film and then subsequently with a feminist
pefspective, and in regards to the authorities of delineation and grids of specification. A
similar process also occurred with both formats of the Constant Gardener. 1 then went
through my notes and crossed out any subjective rambling not specific to the analysis and
began to locate the material within each event that supported my impressions. Although
 there are commonalities between the films, I do not compare them directly, I only group
together.those images and events that are either common or similar. Although there may
be many interpretations of events and characters within this book and thgse two films I
give you solely my interpretation. The end product is a piece of text that flowed freely
together and came to rest beside that which it felt most comfortable with; it is a non-
linear, multifaceted‘discursive experience that is as much a piece of creative writing as it

is science.
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Event Analysis
She had the oddest sense of being herself invisible; unseen; unknown; there beiﬂg
no more marryihg, no more having children now, but only this astonishing and
. rather solemﬂ progress with the rest of them up Bond Street, this being Mrs.

Dalloway; not even Clarissa anymore; this being Mrs. Richard Dalloway (Woolf,

1996, p. 8). |

On the front cover of Media control: The spectacular achievements of propaganda
(1991) Noam Chomsky asks, “What kind of a society do we want to li‘ve in?” Through
the course of this research I have found that the society ‘I want to live in has a completely
. different value system ﬁ'ém the one I see around me. The society I see around me
contradicts what my spirit tells me is right as a woman and a mother. The society I see
around me, and have endeavored to describe to you in the body of this critical analysis
thus far, makes every effort to coerce women into believing they are valued and that
children and families are valued, yet acts in a multitude of ways; legal, visual and textual,
that contradicts this edict. It is the very act of contradiction, the overlap of conflicting
niessages and images that creates a void in which capitalism recapitulates itself. Every
void made is filled with more and more contradictions until there is nothir'lg substantial to
grasp on to; it is in this veid that women and children subsist. This notion, this production
and repfoduction of émpty space, I believe, is the embodiment of Derridé’s theory of sous
rature or under erasure and it is -throﬁgh the contradictions made in popular North
American discourse and multimedia imagery that this void thrives. This empty space is
the location where an object can be simultaneously itself and not itself and makes

Ipossible the continuation of the exploitation of women and children. It is this later
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concept that the following analysis will attempt to exl;licate through the delineation of
female representations and images in the film and book the Constant Gardener and the
film Lost in Translétion.

The female characters examined in the Constant Gardener and Lost in
Translation 1s in each, part of a couple. In 'the Constant Gardener, Tessa Quayle is a
lawyér working for Amnesty International in Nairobi, a position which rides on the coat
ﬁls of her husband, Justin’s, tour of duty for the British Foreign Office. Gloria Woodrow
is the stay at home wife of Sandy Woodrow, acting Héad of Chancery in the same
Foreign Office. In Lost in Translation, Charlotte (no last name given) is the new wifé of
John, a phottl)gra,pher on a shoot in Tokyo, they have no children and Charlotte has no
career as of yet. Lydia Harris is Bob Harris’s stay at home wife, who remains in the USA
with their children while Bob (an ageing acto;') shoots a whisky -commerc_:ial in Tokyo as
well. The following analysis will delineate these female characters on the basis of the
aforementioned representations and will attempt to illustrate the discourses and
- contradictions usurped by the média to impose capitalist ideologies and maintain the

present social order beginning with the Constant Gardener.

The Constant Gardener
The Constant G;zrdener, wﬁtten by Johrll LeCarre, is a political thriller set in one
of the poorest nations of the world at the highest ecilelons of society. The setting of this
‘book and film imparts, in all its offensive affluence, the abuses of imperialism and the
reality of a class structure that subjugates rather than aembraées difference. The disparity

in circumstances between the privileged and the poor in the book are blatantly evident; a
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situatiop that has been suibdued in the film version by deleting direct comparisons or
images that would highlight the discrepancies between the rich and the poor. Relegated to
the deleted scenes in the film is a sequence where one of Tessa’s sick friends rides ﬁom
Kibera where he lives through the city to where the Foreign oﬂicé staff lives. This scene
and its subsequent déletion embody the erasure of knowledge, specifically a revolting and
visc‘eral visual image that is tangible and candid. Representations of women and ‘mothers
between the book and the film are rhet with the same practice, the application -aﬁd

deletion of tangible effects, so as to create voids-and empty spaces that conceal dogma.

Sacrificial mother

Gloria Woodrow

Upon the completion of deconstructing both the book and film versions of the
Constant Gardener, 1 immediately became aware of the éonsistent diminution of Gloria
Woodrow’s character from book to film. In the book, Gloria’s characier iswell
developed and although she holds only a tangential location; her character is vital to
understanding the nature of the relationships the author is trying to convey. Unfortunately
her character is cut dramatically in the film, relegating her most consequential lines to the
deleted scenes section of the DVD. In one particular deleted scene, Gloria says to Sandy,
ieferring to Tessa, “Bloody stupid wife (-)f his, Wrecking his chances of a decent career
with her ridiculous behavior, the baby wiil keep her out of trouble.” In this scene, I
would argue that Gloria appears to embody the concept of sacrificial mother (loss of self
due to the acceptance of her role as wife and mother) both by her statement and by the

fact that it was relegated to the deleted section. In contrast to the film, Gloria’s character
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in the book is both visible and imperfect; her character is tangible. Without the consistent
demonstration of Gloria’s character, to contrast with Tessa’s, the unsuitability of Tessa’s
role becomes more complete as we are not subject to the negative aspects of Gloria’s
behavior as depicted in the book version that balances out Tessa’s behavior in the ﬁlm
Gloria’s invisibility in the film allows the audience to romanticize about rather than form
_ an opinion based on the evidence available. Iﬁ this way the absenqe of “wife/mother”
leaves a space, a void, in which the pervasive discourses about women ﬁll the space aﬁd
become glittering generalities; bright and shiny, ephemeral and conflicting, socially
constructed images with which to compare ourselves and others.

In my estimation, Kaplan (1992) would likely argue that in the book version Gloria is
the quintessential sacriﬁcia.l mother, she has given up ;111 personal interests and goals, hér
aspirations are linked to her role as mother and wife and to the social hierarchies
C(;ntracted through her marriage. The actuality of life bétween Gloria and her husband,
Sandy, is almost entirely eclipsed from the book to the film, leaving very little of their
relationship in view; it simply does not exist in the film, which eradicates all traces of the
daily, material aspects of their roles and relationship. The textual material m the book
allows me a more detailed opportunity to look at Gloria, Sandy and their marital
relationship.

In the book, Gloria is describ‘ed as:

One of those exemplary Foreign Service wives who are determined to sée the
good side of everything...;She was a loyal old-girl of the private schools that
had pfoduced her énd she sent them regular bulletinsl of her progress, avidly

devouring news of her contemporaries .... And she had that tottery,
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extraordinarily ugly walk that is affected by English woman of the royal class
(p. 41). | |

If Gloria is the standard in our society, if she is the perfect wife and mother, why
are words such as “tottery, ugly and affected” used to describe her. Gloria is a wife and .
mother, she is the product of her respectable upbringing and behaves in a way fai;[hful to
that education, but when described by words such as “tottery, ugly and affected” a
negative image becomes aésociated with her character leaving a conflicted idea of |
propriety. If Gloria is the ideal representation of wife and mother, why is Sandy not
overjoyed and in love with his wife? Why is he looking outside his marriage towards

-Tessa?

At forty, he was happily married to Gloria —or if he wasn’t, he assumed he was

the only person who knew it” (p. 5). Sandy thinks ... to (his) private sadness, she

appeared to have deliberately put her intelligence to sleep in order to fulfill her
wifely role. But he was also grateful to her for this sacrifice, and for the restful
way in which she failed to read his inner thoughts, yet pliantly shaped herself to

fit his aspirations” (p. 42).

Although expected of her by both her husband and society Gloria’s choices are
not valued; Sandy is both “sad” and “grateful,” a contradiction in his personal account of
her. Reﬂecﬁng on his wife, Sandy goes on to say that, “Gloria was notj naturally stupid”
(p. 41), and that at the University of Edinburgh, where she took philosophy and politics
she was very accomplished but that due to her acceptance of her roles as wife and mother
has given up any ambition. Gloria is doing exactly what she has been taught, she is

following the rules put down for her by society yet the words used to describe her do not
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portray her behavior in a positive light. Sandy insinuates that she is stupid in the above
text; and below, Sandy questions whether he loves her at all. Gloria has completely given
up an identity of her own and expects to be loved for it and Sandy thinks he should love
her for it but does not; “Oh but I do, I do, love you as you are! He would protést,
earnestly embracing her. And more or less believed himself’ (p 43).

Gloria and Sandy remain a couple because socially they are a good match; they
both comply with the same social expectations and are willing to accept the cost, as long
as it remains hidden. Gloria is momentarily forced out of her protective shell only when
faced with public scrutiny, Elena (Gloria’s best friend) sees Sandy pawing Ghita (one of
Sandy’s staff members). When confronted Sandy both tells the truth and lies outright. For
the audience, this is a direct cbntradiction because we are aware of his duplicity_ when he
says,

If you mean by “affair,” go to bed with her, I’'m sure the idea occurred to me, as it

would to most men of heterosexual appetite ... I have committed adultery in my

heart. There I have confessed. Want a divorce or can I have a scotch? Gloria sadly
recants and asks Sandy for forgiveness (p. 562); thereby maintaining the fagade
that keeps them both safe.

In an introduction to Pride and Prejudice (Austen, 1813), Littlewood (1999)
quotes Austen in an attempt to highlight her sharp perspective in régardé to the cho-ices‘of
| available to women in England in the 1800’s. The following passage concerns a young
woman’s (charlotte) recent marriage to an mxsuifable character (Mr. Collins).

- Mr. | Collins to be sure was neither sensible nor agreeable; his‘ socie-tyv was

irksome, and his attachment to her must be imaginary. But still he would be her
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husband. — Without thinking highly either of men or of matrimony, matriage héd
always been her object; it was the only honorable provision for .well-edu’cated
young women of smail fortune, and however uncertain of giving happiness, must
be their pleasantest preservative from want. This preservative she had now-
obtained; (pg. VII) |
In the precedent dialogue from the Constant Gardener, Sandy expertly mixes
i‘ealitiesi all of which are somewhat true but without substance. Gloria eventually recants
. because like Charlotte, her “preservative from want” has been obtained and she knows
she and her children cannot risk the: léss. TIn this position, women and children become
entirely dependent on the disposition of the men they marry and subsequently Gloria
.must accept Sandy’s .l;ehavior in order to maintain her social status and security.

As the Sacrificial mother, Gloria complains “He’s been drinking ... He _pretends to
work late and he sits there in his office drinking while I make the boys do their
homework™ (p. 49). Instead of standing up to the inequality of their roleé, Gloria plans
parties to ensure their social standing and make Sandy happy yet romanticizes about
Justin, Tessa’s husband, calling him her “tragic hero” (p.44). Between Sandy and Gloria
there is duplicity, a dishonesty that extends from within themselves and their marriage,
from the social conventions they adhere to, and is projected onto Tessa and Justin as a
matter of course. On page 49, Gloria accuses Tessa of “love thieving™ given Tessa’s.
close relationship with Arnold, when Gloria really has no idea of the nature of their
relationship. The dishonesty between Gloria and Sandy and their subsequent projection
to both Justin and Tessa and Tessa and Arnold allows the reader to accept the possibility

of infidelity, pitting the audience again siding with Tessa as a champion; in the end there
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isno fefnale character to side with and the audience is left floundering for an appropriate
heroine.

In an attempt to -assuage his own guilt over his lusty feelings for both Tessa and
Ghita, Sandy reﬂects upon his career and the choices he has made for his country and his
family, he believes that he has .done his duty, that his sacrifices and his dubious activities
will be rewarded with,

A head of chancery, (or a) knighthood — a prospect to which he himself attached

no importance, of course, but it would be nice for Gloria (p. 5) ... Lady

Woodrow: that’ll sort her out. Restless, that’s what she is. Not to say idle. I

should have given her a couple more kids to keep her busy. Well, she won’t be

idle if she’s installed in the Residence, that’s for sure (p. 393).

In this disciplining moment, Gloria, and the audience, is rewarded for maintaining
a role as the sacrificial mother. Gloria will gain a title of her own “Lady Woodrow,” and
both she and Sandy’s social standings will be greaﬂy increased for their sacrifices to the
system. By extension, the .audienc'e is given the message that by adhering to this expected
role differentiation that they too will be rewarded for their sacrifices to the wage earner
and the family. Sandy can also displace personal responsibility for his thoughts and
actions (his duties), and in fashionable Freudian style, transfer the responsibility to his
family, which thrives due to his dealings. What’s more, this statement also supposes
Sandy’s perspeetive on children, their value and on the work of motheriné; children in
this statement are little more than puppets to keep his wife busy and that he can give them

to her, that reproduction is within his sphere of control. -
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Gloria’s choices have provided her with safety, security and affluence, effects that
most women fear, not unjustly, that they and their children might die without. The void
. created through fhe contradictions and subsequent disassembling of Gloria’s character
becomes filled with fear and therefore acceptance that alternative behavior, such as
Tessa’ s, is 'likely to turn out, li;cerally,v in death; producing the desired effect that women

and children remain in miserable circumstances.

Harbinger of death: The anti-mother

Tessa Quayle

Tessa, our nemesis to Gloria’s transient perfection, is describeci as a,
Society giﬂ turned Oxbridge Lawyer, the princess Diana of the African

_ poor, the mother Teresa of the Nairobi Slums and the FO Angel who gave

a damn (p. 72) ... With her wealth, parentage, education and looks she
should have been up there dancing and feasting with the worst of Kenya’s |
white supremacists ... (Instead) Tessa was in revolt against her class, race
and whatever she believed was tying her down, whether it was the color of
her skin, the prejudice of her social equals or the .bonds of a conventional
Foreign Service marriage (p. 80).

Tessa is beautiful, smart, rich and altruistic; she is also the polar opposite of Gloria’s
representation as the sacrificial mother; Tessa is the harbinger of death. Tessa fits into all -
the other existing categories, she is not a mother, she spends her time 6n her career
(selﬁsh—non mother), and in fact her child dies (abusive, neglectfil mother). Further, she

has personal and private interests that are in conflict with Justin’s career (phallic mother)
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and she seems to have made no sacrifices within her marriage (resisting mother). All of
Tessa’s actions, in conclusion, bring about her death and the destruction of her family;
her behavior is a warning, it is a model of conflicted beﬁavior that immediately captivates
us with its altruistic integrity and terrifies us with its violent finish.

Tessa Quayle is a seductive role model and a bone chilling threat. Tessa represents
youth, vitality, beauty, integrity and affluence, as well as conflict, doubt and disruption.
Finally, Tessa is almost everything society tells us 2 woman should be yet because of her |
choices and actions (the resistance of motherhood) she is completely undermined as a
viable role model. One way this antagonism is accomplishéd is through sexualizing both
her character and her relationships. From the first moment we meet Tessa her character
is sexualized,

Dark hair, no make-up, tall, late twenties ...And beautiful; I’'m a man too.

Sexy like an animal, how she moves. And clothés like ‘you could blow them

off ... Wow, everybody look at them .... One beautiful white woman, one

beautiful African doctor; that’s a nice sight (p. 13).

The sexualizing of her character and her connection to Arnold undermines the

good works she is trying to accomplish, the pairing of these images leaves me
questioning how I feel not only about her but her work by association. The sexualizing
of her relationship with Arnold is also a racial and prejudicial pairing that speaks to the
subversion of long held Arian notions about mixed color relationships. The film further
plays up this innuendo in the (3rd scene) as Tessa and Arnold are walking through Kibera
and he says “if you were my wife I would tie you to the bed” and Tessa replies “And then

what would you do with me?” Later I realized that this is empty playful banter between
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t\;m friends, as I later found out that Arnold was gay. By that time, however, the damage
is done and my feelings towards Tessa are confused and her relationship with her
husband is undéfnﬁned. Justin is handsome and well bred just as Tessa is but because he
actually seems to love his wife, and does not initially try to restrain her actions he is not
seen as a threat but a tragic victim of his Wife’s beauty. Name calling is used to further

- effect thié verdict directly by the author when he has Sandy say, “A woman like that,
compulsive flirt, husband a wimp” (p. 67). Because Tessa is young and beautiful and . ‘
Justin is seen as old and weak the implication is that there cannot be real love there, only
lust and manipulation, leaving an empty space to possibly be filled with infidelity and
abuse. The contradicting discourses and perceptions of Justin and Tessa’s relationship
s_erired to confuse me-about what healthy relationships actﬁa]ly look like. Iam warned
not to trust, that what looks like love or friendship leaves one open to public scrutiny and
that deceit, diséontent and exclusivity within a marriage is a socially acceptable way of
being for a woman. The sexualizing of Tessa’s character and relationéhjp with Arnold

| serves to undermine not only her ambition but her person. In this way the choices that she
has made become -anathema in relation to Gloria’s invisible yet socially acceptable and

romanticized version of the sacrificial mother.

Phallz'c mother

Tessa is a woman focused outside the home aﬁd within the political sphere; she has
entered the man’s world and she is trying to make changes and therefore she must be
discredited by any means possible. Tessa’s occupation as a Lawyer and her focus on

challenging the corruption in Kenya, in Freud’s opinion, would demarcate her as having a
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strong masculine identity; an identity that is in conflict with the desires of capitalism, the
sacrificial stay at home mother being the preference as stated by Della Costa & James
(1972);Waring (1999); Wollstonecraft (2004).

Coleridge, the High' Commissioner, sums up the overriding point of view of her
erk when he says, ;‘she was into all that gender crap” (p. 33). This latter statement puts
both her and her work in its place within a man’s world ... crap! The use of transfer as a
device to have me approve of the capitalistic version of a marriage relationship in which
the wife becomes subordinate to her husband rather than being a separate and valuable
i)erson with ideas and occupations of her own outside of the marriage and outside the
needs of her husband, is a constant ripple throughout the dialogue. The human resource
manager at the high oonnni_ésion, Allison Landsbury, asks, “How is it possible ... for
your wife to engage in a range of activities of which, by your account, you knew nothing
.... Although, she says, I’m not suggesting you ‘should have restrained her; that would be
sexist” (p. 244); but this is exactly what she is suggesﬁng with her contradictory double
* speak. In discussing the situation with Justin, Pellegrin, the head of the Foreign office,
states his perception of Tessa directly, |

| Girl like that, half your age, stepping high, wide and loose, never crossed your
mind to ask her what the fuck she’s up to. Justin attempts to defend Tessa, to put
her actions in the light of a sane, smart, sociaily conscious adult when he says that -

She was a lawyer ... She wasn’t a child. She was a.ﬁllly qualified, very smart

lawyer. You forget (p. 256).

But the point here is not to see Tessa directly, not to see her actions as rational but

o use any means possible to divert my attention from the basis of what she was doing
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and her point of view on imperialist right. “Tessa believes that the irresppnsible quest for
corporate profit is destroying thg globe and thé emerging world in particular” (p. 212) is
in direct conflict with the propaganda used to rationalize policies in third world countries;
a policy the PR machine would have the i)opulace bel.ieve is altruistic. In order to combat
the damage that Tessa’s work imparts in Nairobi, the Foreign office attacks Tessa’s
character in hopes that by undermining her sanity, “weak, rambling and depressed”
(p-119), and by extension her logic and political opposition is characterized as grievous
as well. |

Teésa is described as an Angel but unfortunately not unlike the cbmparison made
with Princess Diana; this description is equally tragic;

She was born rich but that never i;np‘ressed her. She had no interest in
money. She needed far less of it than the aspiring classes. But she knew
she ﬁad no excuse for being indifferent to what she saw and heard. She
knew she owed (p. 187).

These are attitudes which in the end lead to her demise. By the British High
Commission Tessa was depicted “as a tiresome and hysterical woman who was mentally
unstable in respect of matters to her aid work” (p 318). Tessa’s good works and integrity
may have Woﬂ her the love of her husband and the local poor but it was not met with the
acceptance and revérence one would expect would come from such altruistic endeavors
by her peers. While speaking with the human resource manager at the High Commission,
Justin realizes that Allison thinks tilal his wife, Tessa, “some kind of monstrous insult to
her, a dis;grace to f(he schools and class and sex and country and the service she had

defiled; and thét by extension Justin was the Trojan horse who had smuggled her into the
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citadel” (p. 242). Justin’s attitudes and actions regarding his career and Miage are
outside the bounds of convention, he does not subjugate his wife and he does not put the
company first, in many ways his is the voicé of reason but not of duty. Justin thinks,

The status of wives in the Foreign Service is in constant flux. They can’t earn pay

in the countries where they are posted. They’re obliged to move when their

husbands move. One moment they;re being offered all the freedoins of the day.

The next they are expected to behave like diplomatic geisha (p. 186).

Justin sees the paradox of women in a global environment and is sensitive to his
‘wife’s needs as opposed to ignoring them and undervaluing and managing her, for this he
is seen as a threat and his position must be discouraged by making his love and -
sensibiiities seen as pathetic. But Justin is terribly haridsome and in the end how can we
not love him. In looking at the representation of Justin, both in fictional character and as
the real actor, his weaknesses are cancelled out; this is énother example of sous rapture,
Justin is represented as weak and ambitionless Ralph Fiennes, the actor who plays Justin,
represents strength, affluence and rugged good looks; no one is really going to mistake
him for a loser.

Glofia, in the infamous deleted scene supports her own subject position and
transfers that expectation to Tessa when she says Tessa is wrecking her husband’s chance
at a decent ca.reer.. The pressuré on both Tessa and Justin to conform to social
expectations is a steady tension within‘thci: dialogue. Sandy says to Jus'_[in, “Can you do
somefhing about Tessa? If you can’t control her, you should keep her locked up” |

(Chapter 5, DVD)...Then Sandy pleads with Tessa,
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Tessa, honestly, this can’t go on ... You simply can’t go on expressing yourself so
freely, your opinions. And then the passage he has prepared m advance, .the one
that reminds her of her duty as the responsible wife of serving a diplqmat. But he
nevef reaches the end of it. The word duty has stung her into action. Would I have
talked to her like that if I had known she was pregnant? Did I guess she was
pregnant while I tried not to notice her naked silhouette? No, I was wanting her
beyond bearing (p. 59) ... When he can’t’.get Tessa to back down he says, You
don’t think you’re prejudicing Justin’s career? I had imagined that Justin’s

interests and yours were identical.(p. 65).

In this section words like “duty,” “service” and “respOnsible’; are used when it
comes to protecting Her Majesties interests in Africa and are combined with sensunal and
arousing words such as pregnant, naked and wanting. When it comes to Sandy’s feelings
towards Tessa herself, Sandy is conflicted, “Woodrow wonders whether this squalor is
part of what makes her attractive to him: I have spent my life in flight from reality, but
because of her I am drawn to ﬁ” (p. 93), just as we the audience are conflicted, is Tessa

. anicon or atraitor? Although Justin at times suc_cumbs to the innuendo of conflict
between what he thinks he knows of his relationship with Tessa and what others are
speculatiﬁg, this occurs most pbignantly when Justin reads Tessa’ s email while she is in
the bath tub. Inthe end he uﬂderstands that her secrecy and collusion with Arnold was
based on love and protection rather than adultery. - |

Recall that, Ayree et al. (1 997) foupd that the practice of hiring male employees
based on the belief that men would make decision_s based on what was best for the

company when business and family life were in conflict. This latter practice is nicely
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reproduced in the text when Justin states that, “They believed that, ifI was caught in a
conflict of interests, I would owe my first allegiance to thé Crown” (p. 217). The
supposition here is that Justin’s perceptions are incorrect and that he is in error when he
places his wife as a priority over his career responsibilities. Although Justin prevails in
the end there is an inherent’ warning here in the misplacement of an employee"s
responsibility from career to wife as ultimately he loses both 1n his quest for justice.

The representation of Tessa as the phallic mother, and Justin as a weak, indolent
male, serves as a warning. Their behavior and the subsequent consequences pfesents a
contradiction between thinking and action; as a society. we are allowed to have altruistic
thoughts and we are allowed to work towards them as long as they are limited and do not

conflict with capitalist endeavors.

Abusive, neglectful mother equals selfish non mother.

Tessa can be viewed as the Abusive? Neglectful Mother. Indeed we see the error
of her ways when she loses the baby. Tessa’s decision to work in the squalor and heat of
Kibera, and to have her baby at the local hospital are alh;ded to as the reason she lost the
baby, ergo she dées not deserve to have a child or be a mother. Going back to our earlier
discussion, Tessa’s choices are too masculine; she is punished for her choices by the loss
of her child and is castigated on an ongoing Basis to be more feminine through references
to motherhood. The main method used by Sandy and Gloria and the Foreign Office to put
Tessa in her place is their references to pregnancy ahd child rearing (motherhood). In thé
above section Sandy wonders if he would have spoken to her harshly if he had known she

was pregnant, as though being pregnant somehow makes her feebler and less able to bear
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contflict. In this way, being a mother transforms her from being a difficult harlot to being
pitiable or at lg'ast above taunting. Again in the DVD deleted scene, Gloria says to Sandy
that not only is she wrecking her husband’s chances but that the baby shou_ld keep her out
of trouble! The baby as scapegoat or lack there of is also used by Coleridge to repudiate
why Justin has remained in office rather than being terrﬁinated prior to the scandal
surrounding Tessa and Justin. This latter point is nicely highlighted in the following
quote: “What the hell will he do? Hé hasn’t even got a career. They were set to throw him
out at the end of this tour ... If Tess had not lost her baby they’d have ditched him in the
next cull” (p. 31). Parenthood becomes the crux on which Coleridge’s decisions are
rationalized, having nothing to do with Justin himself or his ability to do his job. It is
convenient to use the child as a scapégoat because the emotionality of the sitﬁation stops
one from looking deeper for other possible explanations for keeping Justin at this post in
light of all the difﬁculti; the couple has caused. | )

The idea of pregnancy (fnotherhood) is associated with many differing emotions
and fantasies from elation to dread§ it excites our nerve endings and stimulates our
hormones. Motherhood, pregnancy and sensuality seem to be linked in fhe nnaglnary
rather than as part of the act of daily living. Gloria is not seen as a sexual being even
though she is a mother, it is the thought of children and the act of reproducihg that is
stimulating and can be used to draw the audience towards the .idea of marriage and
motherhood and not the often Iabor intensive and egregious performance it can be on a
daily basis. Although Sandy is aware of some of the particulars of motherhood he holds

many romantic notions and expectations;
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English women feeding children, in Woodrow’s limited experience of the
species, exercised a decent restfaint ... They open their fronts as men open
theirs, then use their arts to obscure whatever lies within. But Teés_a, in the
stifling Africaﬁ air feels no need for modesty. She is naked to her waist which
is covered in a Kanga cloth similar to the old woman’s and she is cradling th_eA
child to her left breast, her right breast is free and waiting. Her upper body is
slender and translucent. Her breasts, even in the aftermath of child birth, are as
light and flawless as he has so often imagined them (p.89).

Although Tessa is suckling a child, and has given birth, she is still not a mother and
so the illusion, the possibility of wish fulfillment still exists. Motherhood and sex is
paired in this image along with a healthy dose of expectation and romance. Sexual \ A
images are very exciting and when paired with political ideology serve to create an
emotional and highly provocative relation. In the following short passage, Sandy @d
Tessa argue about what is going on in Nairobi with the pharmaceutical companies, a |
discussion that expressly mixes politics vﬁth sex, “that_ is not a sin, Tessa, he retorts,
trying to wrest the lower half of his gaze from the shadow of her breasts through the puff
of the dress. Commerce is not a sin” (p. 61). When we pair sex with a particular political
~ argument we link an idea with a strong physical. reaction, even though I know what
. Sandy is saying is debatable, ]jké Pavlov’s dogs I still find it seductive becaus;: of this

pairing. When and if I am faced with similar decisions in the future, my mind may
maintain this pairing and any idea that might otherwise be objectio'nable may become

sexually charged and evocative.
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Resisting mother

Where Gloria is narrowly focused on her family and her husband’s career, Tessa is
focused outwards, on helping those less fortunate. Tgssa’s sense of self is derived from
her work, “My work was my own, going to be my own. That’s what makes me who I am;
. if you stop me from doing my work, then I am nothing, I am nobody” (DVD, chapter 6).
Regdrdless of the choices they make, both women lack wholeness, yet Gloria is the
emblem for upstanding wives and Tessa- is her nemesis. Tessa thinks she is nothing
witilout her. work and Gloria is nothing but her work, one a social activist the other a
mother. Gloria is the capitalist notion of the ideal female head of the family, which
amounts to nothing, and Tessa does everything she can to amount to something, and it
ends up killing her whole family; neither can win for losing, one loses herself and the‘
other her life.

Tessa attempts, through her work, to resist the social roles available to her. Unlike
Gloria whose behavior has been shown to be shallow and self-serving, Tessa has fierce
integrity,

Tessa distinguished absolutely between pain observed and pain sﬁmed. Pain

observed is journalistic pain. It’s dipiomatic pain. It’s television pain, over as

soon as you switch off your beastly set. Those who watch suffering and do

nothing about it, in her book, were little better than those who inflicted it. They

were bad Samaritans (p. 193).

Yet in the end she sells her integrity to Sandy so that she can succeed in her cause,
her integrity is lost and therefore any positive notions one may have had about her aid

work. Ultimately she loses everything and still does not accomplish her goals; Justin does
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that in the end. Integrity is a romanticized yet conflicted concept, we do things for the
greater good, really awful things and are we justified in doing so? In this scene, Tessa
loses all credibility, she is a fallen angel. Tessa is forced to comply with social .
expeétations, her resistance is futile, and ultimately she loses credibility. This futility is a
daunting concept and institutes a helpiessness that is only counteracted by my desire to
achieve the almost impossibie ideas of social expectation when every one of them is a -
contradiction. I am given two very conflicting messages, namely I can and I can’t! This
messége keeps me both wishing to do something, accomplishing nothing and spinning
the wheels of capitaﬁsfn. As such, it’s a social trap. In my mind, I must support the right
causes but I am not allowed to act out against the systems that rouse the causes.

Tessa’s focus on her aid work is never seen as admirable other than in a cursory
way by her peers. Initially Justin did not see the threat,

He was amused not deterred by Tessa’s Kooky Idealism- and in an untroubled

way fired by it. Somebody should feel these things and say them. Untﬁ now he

had regarded strongly held convictions as a natural enemy of the diplomat, to be
ignored, humored or, like dangerous energy, diverted into harmless channels.

Now to his surprise he sees them as emblemé of courage and Tessa was their

standard-bearer (p. 185).

Although I get the impfessioﬁ that Justin loved his wife and respected her, the use
of the word “kooky” makes me think of childish pursuits, which undermines seeing her
.activities as relevant and mature. This name calling continues_ when Gloria Woodrow
says on the misconception that Tessa is having an affair with Arnold, that “She thought

‘Tessa a stupid little tart” (p. 75). T his latter statement paints Tessa ina \}ery negative and
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juvenile light. Tessa is a very smart lawyer, but words such as “stupid and tart” are
designed to place Tessa’s occupations within the juvenile. Tessa is allowed her “good
works”, they look quite good on the Foreign Office but when she challenges them and
she becomes a threat they end the problem, neatly. This is a scary message,

Off the record and only if asked, we respected her crusades but considered them

under-informed and screwball ... and we’re to put about that she was crazy ...

Ours is not to reason why. She was unhinged by her dead baby and unstable

before it ... the office wants long suﬁ‘ering.- She was our cross but we bore her

bravely (p. 85).

The use of the words “crazy”, “unhinged” and “unstable” describes a woman who
has some serious mental health concerns, an image that is cemented by spitting out, later
in the above passage, that, “she went to a shrink in London.” Although many might say
that, “going to éshrink” maybe a sign of wellness it is not deployed in a positive light
here and undérmines rather than supports her mental health and therefore her crusades.

Sandy says to Tessa as a rationalization for continuing the drug trials by the |
pharma companies “We are not killing people who wouldn’t be dead otherwise” (DVD,
chapter 14), this stands with such statements as “for the greater good” and “sacrifice the
few for the many”, these statements sound rational but in the end they cover up the
rationale for doing so which is to protect the accumulaﬁon of wealth rather than promote
global health and well-being.

The director of the film, Fernando Meirelles, who also directed the film City of
God, a surreal look at the Favela’s in Brazil, remarks in the DVD special features that he

asked one of the ranking officials in the pharma’s working in Kenya during filming if in
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fact there was a similar situation here, what would your response be? Apd his response
leaves us wondering where the film stops and real life starts. “Go on lying you mean? Of
course we do!” (p. 131).

When telling his staff about the situation with Justin and Tessa, Pellegrin says,
“Justin is in denial ... he refuses to accept his wife is dead ... Justin has hit the
conspiracy trail ... If yoﬁ can’t deal with reality, they dream up a conspiracy instead” (p.
402). Statements such as these, and Sandy’s truthfql denial of his affair in the first
section, are all the more confusing because they cqntain contradictibns, elements of
realities twisted to be construed as lies. Before Tessa’s death, she confronts Justin
directly on this type of contradiction when she states “Are you telling us there’s one
ethical standard for your country and another for the rest” (p. 117). This statement in
many ways is the crux of why capitalist propaganda' works so well. Specifically, the
pﬁblic relation machine feeds the public contradictory sentiments about truth and justice,
outwardly giving the message that altruistic social work is encouraged and accepted and
inwardly that these good works are to be within reason and not to conflict with the -
acquisition of capital. |

Tessa Quayle is a shining example of the contradictions inherent in the media
because her behavior in almost every way is the antithesis qf the kind of woman
patriarchy wants wormen to behave like. Fo;' example, Tessa fights for her causes, has
high morals and standards, and wants justice. Most of us, I think, would agree with hér
stance and see the value in it but in the-end many of us would agfee that it causes the
complete destruction of her family and so we are warned against behaving this way

because we will surely lose. Tessa’s death and the elimination of her friend and family is
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a disciplining moment for the audience, Gloria’s rise to Lady Woodrow and Tessa’s
death reinforce rigid role diﬂ'erentiation as women are directed to thinking that their only
| alternative is to remain within their roles and Situations, unhappy as they may be and
accept that they afe powerless to change the conditions of their own subjugation and
oppression. |

In regards to the position that propaganda and the subversion of modern
psycholégical technologies plays within this film, I have used Crain’s (1992) Theories of
development: Concepts and applications to assist in connecting the sequence of events in
the following manner.

In my estimation, the overt message in this film séems to be fear: fear of loss of
family, friends and loss éf life. According to Maslow (p. 320), one of the most basic of
human needs is security and safety.

When we experience a-danger or a threat, the fight or flight response kicks in,

adrenaline and other chemicals are activated and physical syrﬂptoms occur, rapid

heart rate, palpitatibns, increase in blood pressure, etc ... messages are sent to a

section of your nerves called the autonomic ngrvous'system (ANS) which then

"activates the adrepal glands in the kidneys to secrete chemicals, such as
adrenaline and nofadreﬁalin, which key up the body for fight or flight.

http://www.panicla.com/pages/wi_anx.html.(3/3/09)

In classical conditioning, the above fight or flight response to fear would be an
unconditioned reflex as the autonomic nervous system kicks as a result of external
stimuli, Bandura (Crain, 1992 p. 176) offers that social learning often occurs in situations

where people witness the effects of the actions of others; in this case the viewing of a
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film where the fear response is produced due to the content. In operant conditioning (p

162) external unknown stimuli such as the. portrayal of negative consequences to t_he fight

response (Tessa’s response) is death and therefore a.primary reinforcer based on the

co_nsequenceé of her actions. The only option then left is flight; ﬂighf in this case is

dissociation and escape into the.imaginary and therefore personal responsibility. Take the

fo]iowing explanation,

o The mental system is also effected by the activation of thé fight or flight response

mechanism. The chief function is of course to reliably alert the organism to a
'threét or danger in the area. The mind immediately shifts attention and focuses on
its immediate surroundings for danger. Because of this effect ... they have
difficulty with their memory; they have trouble concentrating and are distracted
from chores and responsibilities. Subsequently, what typically happens to’
individuals | suffering from recurring attacks is that when they can’t find
identifiable stréssors to rationalize their anxi_ety, they begin to turn it inward —the
brain iﬁvets the explanation that they must be going crazy.

hitp://www.panicla.com/pages/wi_anx.html.(3/3/09)

Which is the basis of neurosis in psychoanalytic theory (Crain 1992, p.223).

The role of sacrificial mother is the only viabie option this film leaves open for
women viewing it. The absence of a clear aliernative role for women does not exist,
therefore women are left with only the glittering generality of the sabriﬁcial mother, and
with constant and consistent negative reinforcement through media and social discourse,

women may subvert any impulse to fight behind them and take full responsibility for and
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make 1ife in a less than healthy situation agreeable to them as the perceived alternative is
death.

Arguably, this film also leaves open the possibility of resistance. The
representation of both Tessa and Justin’s resistance to socially subscribed roles, and
ultimately their success in exposing the abuses of imperialist power in the British Foreign
Office, may insight, in those strong enough to subdue the fear response, the notion that’
élfernate ways of being to those I have described as resulting from the film are possible;

at a cost.

Lost in Translation

Sophia Coppola, the writer and director of Lost in Translation calls her film a -
Love Story; but only in the same way that the Mona Lisa is a painting of a girl. A love
story impliesvthe main characters were lovers, and they were not. For me, it is a story
about the relationships that arise from the disconnect between people within a capitalistic
society; it is a story about the cost of love in an urban global environment.

| Tokyo, the setting for our love story, is a glittering spectacle, a Mecca of

industriélization, and a shinning product of capitalism and globalization. Hotels become
homes and offices in this environment, conveniences that never sleep and cater to the jet
lagged. Spoken and written languages are indiscernible, language is all around you yet
you understaﬁd nothing. Customs and lifestyle are hard to pin down; one passes through
this environment, one does not live in it. This world is not a place of married women or

of families. In this world family is an adjunct; the men go off to Wofk around the world
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while the family members are left to drift withqut them in a perpetual state of semi-
connection. This is also t.he world of the men in the film and by association, the women.
The main characters in this film are Bob Harris and Chariotte (no last name). Bob
is an ageing actor in Tokyo doing a commercial for Suntory whisky, his wife Lydia
remains in the US with their children and Charlotte is with her husband John who is a

photographer on a shoot there as well.

Sacriﬁcial mother
In a fashion similar to Gloria in the Constant Gardener, in this ﬁhn, We never

actually see Lydia, who again embodies the glittering generality ~of wife and mother.
There are no pictures, no flash backs, nothing to give us a picture of who Lydia is or what
her life is like. I am left to i;magine for myself what the materiality of wife and mother
means in this environment. I do see what amounts to feeble attempts to stay in contact
through faxes and reminder'_s that Bob is really not part of the family and misses
‘important family functions. My first impression of Lydia is that she is a petty nagging
wife, a rather unfortqnate position, if the viewer shares this perceptibn, as it allows the
viewer to take a lighter view of Bob’s affairs. I only see Bob’s perspective, his

loneliness, his confusion but none of hers. The invisibility of Lydia skews the perspective
and favors Bob’s point of view. Lydia is tﬁere and not there at ﬁe same time.

During Bob’s teleph’one éonversation with Lydia, Bob states that he has a day off the

next day and Lydia replies, “That must be nice!” The fact that Bob gets a day off seems a
trivial matter, yet any haﬁied housewife can tell you it’s a luxury they themselves don’t

get. The disparity between what is demanded from either partner in this situation is
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uﬁreasoﬂable,’ yet in this insténce, because I don’t see Lydia, don’t sée what is demanded
of her on a daily basis, my initial impulse is to side with Bob and Lydia seems diﬁicult

by comparison. Underlying this perception is the accepted capitalistic diviéion of labor
between the sexes. Bob is the wage earner, he yyorks and Lydia is the housewife, who
does not work, implying she is at leisure. Men are expected to work long hours away
frorh home and women are expected to pick up the pieces in their absehce_, the only
difference being that men are meded and valued for their sacrifice and women are
degraded, subjected and dMished for theirs, because theirs is a state of dependency and -
therefore subjugation. This is not to say that Bob does not deserve a day off or a day on
the golf course; of course he does but so does Lydia.

In the scene when Bob is in the hot tub and Lydia calls about the rug samples,
we see Bob futilely exerting his influence as the head of the family for which he seems to
believe he has the right, he states that he wants to get healthy, that he enjoys the light
food,- “and not all that pasta, I would like to start\éating like Japanese food.” Lydia tells
him to stay there that way he can have it everyday! Bob believes he has the right to
demand that his wife cook him méals of Hs hkmg He treats his wife with very little
respect. Bob appears rather pathetic in this scene and Lydial more domineering putting
Bob in his place. Again, on initial viewing, I found myself sympathizing with Bob and
Lydia continued .to appear the ungrateful bitch giviﬁg the impression that Bob is not
valued in his marriage and paving the way f(;r his’ futurg indiscretions and my possible
acceptance of them. Although far more subtle 1n this film, as opposed to both versions of
the Constant Gardeher, the characterization of Lydia and Bob’s subsequent indiscretion

may produce a fear reaction in the audience. This is a disciplining moment for the
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audience in this film, opposing Bob’s needs for a meal of his desire and not acquiescing
to his demands aﬁd generally talking back to him serve as reminders to the audience that
the consequence of independent thought and action is infidelity, as Bob sléeps with the .
lounge singer on the heels of this conversation. The audience is warned against behaving -
as Lydia does because we are suppose to side w1th Bob becau.sé we know him, are aware
of him and his situation, he is tangible and Lydia is not, providing acceptance for Bob’s
behavior and a warning against Lydia’s. |

Lydia, like Gloria, is the standard, accepted role for women, the one that women
are expected to attain and accept, yet not only are they absolutely inv.isible within these
two films their characters are not poftrayed positively. The audience is set up to
romanticize about their lifestyles yet given every oppértunify to see them negatively,.

creating a void, an empty space filled with contradictions and fear.

Selﬁsfz non-mother, non-entity

~ Charlotte, Bob’s love interest, if we stay true to the Love Story definition, is
childless, a non-mother, which allows her to travel with her hﬁsband John to Tokyo.
Although Charlotte is one of the central characters, she is, in many ways, an empty
canvas. She is the antithesislof mof[hel;, in fact she embodies a vacancy of character as
there is nothing about her the aﬁdienc_:e can admire. Charlotte is a philosophy major, a
smart girl who does not know what to do with her life, to tilat Bob sarcastically replies,
“Good buck ($) in that racquet!” Charlotte is not a typical Hollywood beauty in this film;
she dresses down, almost childlike, socks and flat shoes, plain cloths; she is the reverse of

the social expectations that girls be sexy, more féshionable and less smart. Like Justin, in
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thé Constant Gardener, the duplicity between the character of Charlotte and the reality o_f
Scarlett Johansson, negétes the depiction of Charlotte being anything but an outstanding
beauty and ultimately a sexual icon and therefore becomes another contradiction in terms.
Furthermore, the act of buying Bob é drink while sitting with her husband and friends
pbints.to Charlotte as being a temptress and thgrefore of ill repute regardless of her
marital and personal dissatisfaction. Charlotte looks innocent but because Scarlett
Johansson plays her character her innocence is replaced with suspicion because the
images contradict one another. In the Constant Gardener, Tessa’s character is sexualized
in print and therefore a more explicit example than the sui)tle- form adopted when m film
 alone. The juxtaposition between the media image of the actress Scarle& Johansson,
beautiful, sexy and alluring and the innocent, subdued and almost shy character of
Charlotte, places the character in the film in a confusing positioh, each is themselves but
not themselves at the same time, leaving a void to beAﬁl_led with the most instinctive
connection made by the individual to the events within the film.

In the scene where John and Charlotte meet with Kelly, the American actress,
Charlotte points out that the name Keﬂy is registered under? Evelyn Waugh is a man.
John’s reply is “not everyone went to Yale, why do you have to point out how stupid
every one is all the time”. Charlotte’s intelligence is not valued by John. Kelly on the
other hand is beautiful, éhallow and dim-witted; as Anna Faris’s characters are often
known to be, her conversations are banal yet she has everyone’s _attehtion and hasa-
lucrative career. Charlotte does not fit in with her husband’s friends at the bar; the
conversation is boring her and her feelings of isolation lead her to seek out Béb. The

comparison between the two women also entails a certain amount of fear, namely that it
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is better to be Kelly than it is to be Charlotte, better to be mindless thaﬁ intelligent. John
does not immediately introduce his wife to Kelly when they meet un_expectédly. This is a
disciplining moment in the film and very bad behavior on J;;hn’s part,' it .signiﬁes thaf he

| is more e\ncouraging of Kelly’s character than he is to his own wife’s and that if Charlotte
.does not try to behave more in tune with what is expected of her, as a wife, then John
may be entitled to foﬂow Bob’s lead; again the audience is given very clear guidelines as
~ to what is appropriate behavior in a wife and what the consequences of not do so could
be.

John does not celebrate his wife, he is nof connected to her emotionally, he is entirely -
focused on his own life and when he does attend to her he tries to control her and put her
in her place, again we are reminded that John is the master in this relationship and that as
his wife, Charlotte needs to do as she is told. John’s distance .and attraction to Keﬂy
foreshadows a possible breakdown in their marriage and a justification for it as Charlotte
is actively seeking out Bob, resisting .her role as wife and is therefore not worth Johg’s |
attenti;)n and could be replaced.

The disparity in the relati(-)nship between Charlotte and John is best noted by their -
differing sleep patterns, John sleeps contentedly, and Charlotte is wide awake and can’t
sleep: John seems to be significantly unconnected, almost disinterested in his wife’s state
of mind,. he runs out thé door to éo to work, “bye, love you” no k]SS, nothing intimate at

all just shallow words that sound affectionate.
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_Re;visting mother

Charlotte is hot a heroine like Tessa, she is not a mother like Gloria, and she has no
work, no children and no idea what to do with her life. Charlotte possessés a child like |
beauty and simplicity, she is an innocent. Charlotte is not valued for ﬁer intelligence, she
is a woman who does not fit into the role she has been cast and she is confused. Both
~ Charlotte and Gloria have educational backgrounds in philosophy. The underlying
message here seems to be that an education is a burden to the natural state of bging,
mothefhood, and having will one will not make the tranéition to this natural state easier.

Charlotte’s confusion and disillusion is most aptly expressed in her telephone
conversation with her sister. Charlotte describes not feeling anything at the monastery she
visits and most ﬁnpoﬁantly that she does not know who she married. This is an important
‘conversation because thcre is an unsaid discrepancy between the life her sister imagines
she is living, traveling with her husband to Tokyo and the life she is really living.
Charlotte’s sister has missed the important points in the dialogue, she has failed to
comprehend Charlotte’s pain and we as the audience are left to guesé what is behind that
statement. It is easy to see Charlotte as the problem, she seems ungrateful for the benefits
of her marriage, and she lacks direction, makes little effort to fit in with John’s friends
and actively seeks out Bob. After Charlottg has a good cry, she does her hair and puts on
some lipstick in what seems to be a cheerless stab at conforming to social stan(iards of
beauty in order to make herself happy and possibly fit in.

Close to the end of the film, we are given a clue to Charlotte’s malaise when she

says to Bob “I’m stuck, does it get easier.” Bob replies “It gets a lot more compﬁcated

when you have kids.” Bob defines the advent of children in their life most aptly; he says
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“Ya, it’s scary. Most terrifying day of your life, the day the first one is born. No ene
ever tells you i:hat. Your life as you know it is gone, never to return. But they learn to
walk and talk and you want to be with them and they turn out to be the most
delightful people you’ll ever meet in your life and Charlotte replies, that sounds
nice.”

Charlotte’s problem, as I understand it, is her resistance to her expected role as
potential mother and actual wife. Her education and her intelligence put her at odds with
this social expectation and she seeks out Bob for avuncular support and direction. She.
seems to need the attention and guidance of a friend and adult rather than a lover. Bob
becomes a parental figure that helps her accept and embrace the expectations of being a
wife and eventually a mother. Because Charlotte seeks out Bob and because they spend
time together on a personal and intimate level the expectation is that they must become
lovers that such closéness must underlie a sexual compatibility and therefore the expected
indiscretion that never arises.

Bob and Charlotte’s relationship is developed in a similar fashion to that of Tessa
- and Arnold, as they are both close friends but are placed under suspicion as these
friendships are heterosexual and not within the bounds of marriage. The suspicion of
these friendships warns the audience against having friendships outside the marital
relationship as heterosexual friendships easily become sexualized and therefore
threatening to ultimately divide men and women from engaging in friendships with
persons of the opposite sex outside of a marital relationship.

Like Gloria, Charlotte is a good wife, she harbors feelings towards Bob and is

unhappy in her marriage but she remains faithful to her marriage and her husband and
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blames herself when she is unhappy or when her husband treats her as though she has no
value. The relationship between Bob and Charlotte is chaste and highly romanticized in
the film, the intimacy .that the two share is profound and short lived, existing outside the -
bounds of marriage and children where intimacy fades and duty remains. In the final
scene of the film, when the two are parting for the last time, you do not ever hear what he
whispers in her ear, We are not privy to this, nor should we be. This is a true show of
deep caring and intimacy between two people. In the end they both go back to work out
their own lives.

Globalization not only separates couples, it brings couples together; relationships are
long distance and intimacy is short lived. Marriage is a contract between two people
where the expectations are paradoxical. Men have the freedom both financially and
socially to meet their physical needs outside the marriage and women are expected to
remain dutiful and dependant blaming themselves for their situation and ultimate
unhappiness Wlthln a system that perpetuates both their subjugation and that of their
children. |

Although more subtle than in The Constant Gardener, the ultimate message in
Lost in Translation is again one of fear and although no one physically dies, the" -
emotional bond between the couple is threatened by the introduction of a possible
indiscretion should the wives not live up to their expectations, do their duty and behave in
socially acceptable ways. The subversion of modern psychological technologies through
propaganda again functions here through the use of fear. According to Maslow, in Crain
(1992, p. 320), love and belonging needs are primary motivators, the fear of

abandonment, physically and/or sexually then becomes primary rémforcerjthrough the
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process of what Pévlov (ibid, p. 156) terms irradiation and as the coﬁse’quences of such
are generalized and linked to physical and emotional death, Flight, personal responsibility
and acceptance seem to be the message at the heart of this film. |
| The Constant Gardener and Lost in Translation seem to be stories based on fear,
fear of being who you are and fear of not being who you are, it is a social trap that allows
the audience to accept socially defined roles because acceptable alternatives are not
offered. Both of these stories present roles and expectations that serve to confuse the
mind, they give us a multitude of conflicting images that both present the world and
sociefy not oﬂly by seemingly truthful account but by the presentation of the
contradictory yet highly romanticized ephemieral images. The absence of the socially
accepted role of sacrificial mother allows the audieﬁce to romanticize about the realities
of daily life in a marital situation, alternatively, the negative and contradictory
representations of all other female roles in the films warns us against following in their
footsteps.

In all fairness, there is a point to be made in regards to the rgsistance Charlotte
shows in her struggle to accept her role and the tensions between herself and John.
Because We don’t know the conclusion of the film, one could be led to consider that as
rﬁuch as John may choose to devalue his wife, Charlotte ﬁnay grow to see her own value
and not accept John’s perspective or demands, much in the way Lydia does not always
accept and acquiesce tb Bob. The audience may find strength in the tensions between the
couples and decide they are willing to accept those struggles in an eﬂ'o,rt.to free them and

their own minds from the gilded cage placed before them.
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Conclusion
This critical analysis set out to explore the position of women as “trailing
- spouses” and the effects on families who relocate globally under the auspices ofa
multinatidnal corporation. It is my hope that through my own experience, the literature
available and my reading of the Constant Gardener and Lost in Translation, that I have
shed some light on the means by which the inequitable yet “natural division” of labor in
the family is continually made invisible and acceptable in a global capitalist society.
Beginning with myself as an expatriate and “trailing spouse,” the unhappiness, conflict
‘and confusion that accompanied my experience led me to believe that there were specific
social issues underlying my reactions that required research to understand. As I explored
issues from a micro perspeetive: adjustment, culture shock, attachment and well-being, 1
soon began to notice that there were larger social constructs involved that held an
‘historical perspective for which I had no understanding. This included issues such as the
“natural division” of labor, capita]ist ideology and propaganda. It thereafter became the
mandate of this critical analysis to uncover both the micro and macro social issues that
affected my ability to function as a wife and mother in a global capitalist environment
and to voice the evolution and development of my findings.

What I found in my research is that the often conflicted and convoluted feelings I
struggled with as an expatriate, wife and mother are well documented and that the
damage to my marriage, my mental health and my son’s Well-being are the repercussions
of living in an unstable environment devoid of social support, from inside as well as
outeide the family. At the very base of this struggle is an ideology that supports and

perpetuates the subjugated position of women. What was an initial division of labor based
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on sex differentiation, the “natural” division of labor in which we are presently socially
organized in North America, has become the oppression of women’s labor under

 patriarchal rule. The argument has been made that because it seems this division of labor
developed naturally as a consequence of human evolution the continuation of it supports
itself. Subsequently, this “patural” division of labor has developed into a central doctrine

| within capitalist ideology along with the noﬁon' of white supremacy and advancement. I
found that imperialism and the growth of the capitalist empire spreads these ideological
underpinnings throughout muchkof the rest of the world through the euphemism of
glbbalization which I have argued is the obvious conclusion to Noﬁh America’s cuﬁent
political and social development.

The consequence of embracing an ideology based on the concept of a “natural
division” of labor is the segregation and isolation of mothers and children outside the
community and within the home, hampering the development and well-being of each and
obscuring from public view not only the work of home care and child rearing but of its
value as work and responsible social reproduction. The rapid advancement of
globalization spreads with it not only its social practices based on this division of labor,
but as a consequence of abandoning community and familial support in favor of capital
gain, mothers and children are yet further devalued and left adrift physically, éobially and

- emotionally and fully dependant on a system that ’seeks to make them invisible.
Ultimately, globalization alienates and divides families not only from the communities
and resources that would allow them the means from which to grow and develop but
from each other through a division of labor that removes the father from the home and

sets him apart from his family.
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| I am ot the first or the most eloquent elucidator of the inequalities of the

| patriarchal capitalist economic system. Waring (2002) has ddcumeﬁted_the inequalities of
| the national accounting system and its subsequent effects to the value of women’s work
in a way &at I cannot begin to duplicate. However, as I have explained in this critical
analysis, the works of herself and Wollstonecraft (1792) and the multitude of others like
them are not widely known or put forward as critical misuse of power that must be
corrected. Indeed, it is virtually hidden from the public. The real issues of woman’s work
and soéia] reproduction are relegated to an academic endeavor and not. as a platform for
social change.

As my research progressed, I began to ask the question of how this invisibility
occurs and under what means Vdoes it procure the support of mothers themselves?
Returning to my original training in coupseling and psychological theory I began to
notice that theories within the field of psychologyvand human behavior might have a
bearing on this issue. Kaplan (1992) specifically drew me to Sigmund Freud, who
proposed the notion that issues of well-being might possibly have an origin in the
unknown or imaginati(;n and therefbre be the personal responsibility of the individual.
The consistent anxiety and panic in regards to personal and familial well being suffered
by women in the understanding that because of their subject position they and their
children are at risk undernﬁne_s a healthy mental state, recall that the Panic and Disorder
cﬁhic in Los Angeles states that, “what typically haﬁpens to individuals suffering from
recurrmg (panic) attacks is that when they can’t find identifiable stressors to rationalize

their anxiety, they begin to turn it inward —the brain invents the explanation that they

must be going crazy” http://www.panicla.com/pages/wi_anx.html (3/3/09). I believe that
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it was this notion that entrenchied the divide between the realities and sufferings of
women and children under the “natural” division of labor and the effort to subvert these
sufferings to the imaginaiion and personal respohsibility, consequently freeing both men
an& society from any responsibility for correcting Vthem. Moreover, I also believe that -

. with the understanding of human physiology and theories of behavior an"d.motivation, so
came the their basfardization through propaganda aimed at fixing not only the position of
women as homemakers but also as being mentally unstable. The confusion that arises
from fear and the constant bombardment of disciplining discourses and images serve to
warn womén against recognizing their own wo‘rth and value and taking appropriate
action. This state of confusions allows those who would benefit from the maintenance of
the subjective position of women a means by which to quell their uprising and garner'
their support.

Being inducted into this way of thinking, women then embrace the notion of
persona‘ll résponsibih'ty that became the external catalyst for women believing they had -
some control over both their personal and social situations, if they could only think more
positively, think differently, exert more effort, they could rise above their situation and
enjoy life. Thus began the divide between thinking and reality. As I pointed out in the
literature review, recent research has found that when a traditional role differentiation is
. adhered to couples are more successful in a global environment. Again this is the
difference betweén thinking and reality. When women embrace their social expéctations
they attain their.“preservativé from want” and protect themselves and their children from
the reality that they are dependent upon men for their very lives. In this way, men become

free to earn a wage, devoid of any personal responsibility for the social disadvantage of
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women or the development of children because women have fully accepted the

responsibﬂity for that role regardless of the cost to their heaﬁh orwell-being. Itisa

perceived matter of survival to do so.

The media has become complicit m helping women to maintain this way of
thinking. Overt messages of health, happiness and security are»presented to support
wom‘e'l; in continuing to believe that they are dependent upon Iﬁen for their li\}es, that
they have no need to éﬂ‘eét the system in:which they live and ﬁat they are happiest and |
best taken care of when they look no furthér than their want of comfort. In this way their
fears are comforted and women are able to proceed with the business of life free of dread
and anxiety as long as they marry well and behave in accordance with social éxpeqtation.

Media diverts our attention from thé real to the imaginary, to other possible
realities; it provides aI; émotional escape from fear with a catalogue of images set to give
the audience the ways and means of living peacefully within a system of exploitation.

- Media imagery produces a kind of peace within the system, the same kind of peace that
méy eventually unite the world as a global system. Indeed, in these terms peace becomes
a euphemism for acquiescence and complacency on both a micro and macro scale. It
becomes the subversion of fear and not the absence of it.

I believe there is a positive relatibnship between the growth and spread of the
capitaiist empire and the increased necessity to maintain the exploited subject position of
mothers and children. Capitalism i'equires the sacrifice of the well-being of the family to
the well-being of the employee, through the promotion of social isolation, -incongruent

- hiring praétices, legal loop holes and misinformation. Global relocation pushes capitalist

ideology to the extreme and magnifies the effects of the unequal division of labor and the
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disruption of place and community on women and childrén,.tlw result of which is
depression in mothers, interruption of the maternal bond between mothers and children,
an incfease of depressiye' éyﬁxptomol_ogy and éc_luc‘ational iﬁterference in children and an
overall breakdown in marital and familial attachments.

In order for this exploitation to continue with the support of women the public

| relations machine must exert effort because I cannot see conditions under which it would
continue otherwise. Polanyi in Lourdes (1999) stated that,

The gearing of markets into a self-regulating system of tremendous power was not

the result of any inherent tendency of markets towards excrescence, but rather the

effect of highly artificial stimulants administered to the body social in order to
meet a situation which was created by the no less artificial phenomenon of the

machine (p. 63)

It is a paradox that capitalisﬁz values women and children as tools of social
reproduction but does not place any value on their well-being. By obscuring the social
expectations, sacrifice and by disregarding the role of mother the public relations
machine supports the continuation of the gxploitation of women and children through a |
campaign of fear and ultimately through the confusion that arises from the multitude of
mixed messages embodied within it. |

In order to pr(_)\"ide a vehicle to render visible the ways in which mass media
supports the antiquated and subjective discourses énd images-of \;vomen, the Constant

- Gardener and Lost in Translation were chosen as both events that are set in a global
capita]ist environment. Bg)t;h contain personal and familial repre'Sentations from which to

deconstruct images and discourses and make conclusions as to their utility. The concept
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of sous rature becomes particularly important in deconstructing images and discomses as
it provides a basis for understanding the ability of sverlapping multiple conflicting
images to cancel each other out leaving a vacuum to be filled with the most habitual
precepts. I believe this concebt is best highﬁgﬁted in the contrast between the public
persona of the actors who play Justin Quayle in Constant Gardener and Charlotte in Lost
in Translation and the characters they represent. The media image of the actor and the
role of the character compete and contradict each other leaving the audience with a
conflicted view and only 5 vagqc and 'éphemeral perception of the nature of the characters
being presented. Scarlett Johansson is always young, voluptuous and sexy even when
playing a shy, plain, charaster, which is why it is believéblé that- she could be culpable for
her marital unhappiness, she is a seductress. T1"1886 conflicting and contradictory
representations present yet negate either image creating a void where Charlotte becomes
no woman and every woman at the same time. Neither Gloria, Lydia or Charlotte in
effect have any real or concrete representation as their characters are cancelled out, the
only clear character in either film is Tes_sa; who succumbs to the mdst violent sf endings.
It is my interpretation that the audieﬁl:e is directed to focus very speciﬁcally on the
negative consequences of opposing the socially aceeptable role of women because .
ultimately the cost Vis death.

Ralf Fiennes is the quintesSentiﬁl British upper class, educated, rugged,
gentleman. I cannot see him ever being emasculated by h1s wife os' anyone else, which is
why it is believable that he would be the hero of the story in the end. By overlapping
conflicting messages and images within a media event, they cancel each other out and 1

believe what is left to fill this space are highly romanticized, socially acceptable images
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designed to provoke_ the correct response in the audience, plécate the masses and maintain
the system. Because the images and discoufses presented- to us often belie altem‘;ltiife or
miore subversive desires the concept of sous rature allows the audience to not only
deconstruct what is visible but also what is invisible, to look at what is possibly being
hidden.

The Constant Gardner is a British, upper class and imperialist view of big
business in 3".i world countries. Because of the continuous and thergfore contracted space
between Victorian values in England and the watered down, discontinuous version of
imperialism adopted by North America, the Constant Gardener has an historjcél
continuity that allows the audience to view social practices and discourses that aré '
directly linked to the origins of the ideplogy and is therefore an overt example of
capitalist ideology at work on a globalvlevel. As a book, the Constant Gardener has as
cleara view on the ébuses of power in the British Embassy as it does in its portrayal of
women and the social discourses surrounding them. Gloria’s character as a representation
of the upper class sacrificial mother is fully developed and tangible. Unfortunately,
Gloria is almost entirely eclipsed in the film version. The film producers ciie'cAided to
eliminate her character as being unnécessary to the plot, rendering LeCarré’s position and
Gloria’s character invisible. The film instead'fdcuses on the tragi.c but beautiful character
of Tessa Quayle whom I have aptly named the Harbiﬂger of death as all her efforts and
struggles with the system end in death and destruction. Although many of the political
aspects of this thriller remaiﬁ mtact, the director’s poignant _attention to the visualization
of the cultural and social abuses that accompany big business are to be found on the

cutting floor with Gloria. By focusing on Tessa’s character,,for'she is the root of all evil
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and eliminating Gloria, the sacrificial mother figure, the film makers eradicated any
positive, material vieW of mothers. |

Without the political, historical or social perspective that the Constant Gardener
allows the audience, Lost in Translation gives us the micro, more North American
~watered down and ephemeral version of living in a global environment. As suchI fourld
the underlying messages much harder to immediately discern. I struggled to ﬁﬁd clearl
meaning in this film besides my connection to Charlotte’s unhappiness in her present
social en;'ironment. However, once compared with the loss of Gloria as the sacrificial
mother in the Constant Gardener and the invisibility of Lydia as the sacrificial mother in
Lost in Translation, this erasure became a coincidence that seemed too obvious to be an
accident. What is left in the place of Lydia as a distin’ct‘ representation of the saériﬁcial
mother is é space yet to be ﬁlleci by Charlotte. In the end, Lost in Translation seems to be
a coming of age story about a young woman who struggles to accept the so;:ial

- expectations 6f being a wife and mother with the aid of an older man who has accepted
his role as the wage earner. Bob presents Charlotte with the perspective that whatever her
present struggles are now having children and beihg a good wife are-woﬁh the cost.

Asa result of this critical analysis, it is my b,elief that multimedia and therefore
propaganda and dominant sociai discourses obfuscate the material reality of mother
relegating it to a glittering genéra]ity desigﬁed to captivate the audien;:e and ensure their
support for it. These contractions are designed to confuse women and dﬁmt them to
make decisions that are favored by society yet are not .duly respected by it.

I find that although I do my best to focus on the issues that affect women and

children primarily I have been unable to omit the male perspective. As there are
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stereotypical representations of women, there are also those for men, Kaplin (1992)
describes the image of the nurturing father (p. 184) in response to women leaving home
to work, yet Berry et al. (2006) argues that the stereotypiqal role of Asian men, the aloof,
abdicator, negatively affects the aBility of youth to acculturate. It Would seem that men
have their own paradoxes to contend with for they too have propaganda aimed at them:
roles they do not want, situations and responsibilities they would rather not have to live

-up to or do not understand, their own questions as to why they are driven to certain
expressions, and actions and ways of being. In Raising Cain: Protecting the emotional
life of boys ( 1999), Kindlon and Thompson found that, “having a father in the picture,
especially an involved one; is good for kids: they tend to be smarter, have better _
psychological health, do better in school and get better jobs” (pg. 98). As an area of
future research, a critical analysis of the socially acceptable role of father would balance
out the focus paid to mother care that leaves fathers virtually invisible in the liyes of
children.

Lastly, in terms of dealing with the effects of multiple relocations on childien who
travel with globally mobile parents, attentioﬁ must be paid to the often negative reactions
that occur. Reactive Attachment Disorder (RAD) as defined by the DSM—iV (1994), is a
markedly, disturbed and developmentally inappropriate social relatedness in most
contexts énd can be the result of multiple moves and poor parenting. -
(http\\members.tripod.com.) Type 2, Disinihibited RAD is characterized as “diffuse”
which as we might recall from the work of Berry et al. (2006) is often the result of
relocation and affects a teen’s ability to acéulturate and to develop in healthy ways. As

an area of research in the well-being of children in a global capitalist environment,
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attention must be paid to the result of multiple moves and ways found. to recognize those
effects and support families in which children are suffering from the affects of global
relocation. |

The success of the propaganda machine can be seen all around us, the paradoxes,
the mixed messages, the blatant lies and the debilitating truths. The Constant Gardener
and Lost in Translation give‘ us an allusion about how those in power would have us -
behave and the possible consequences of not doing so. The spread of globalization is
upon us and it would seem that there is very little we can do about it. If such an important
work as Marilyn Waring’s book can be dismissed and made virtually invisible t-o.the
general public, than what chance does this paper have of reaching anyone or making any
difference? Tlﬁs, I believe, is essentially Foucault’s point in his debate with Chomsky
- over the basis of truth within discourses as touched upon earlier in the footnotes.
Chomsky’s evolution or Imovement towards equality and justice as being an aépect or
truth of human nature is countered here not necessarily by a reconstitution of our present
social structure, but by the thwérting of the movement towards justice and equality by
that same Asystem. In Chomsky’s world Marilyn Waring would become required reading,
| in Foucault’s world, which he does not necessarily support, it virtually disappears.

Fortunately, there may be a few of us, possibly the reader, who will see the value
in perceiving and countering the myriad of forms of propaganda aimed at you and your
families in your own lives. I hope to persuade you to help the young people you
encouilter to value themselves above all. 1 use the term “vaiue” because I believe that
when we actively value ourselves, regardless of external media or market pressure, we

are less likely to fall victim to the conflicting messages and subsequent vacuum that
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accompanies propaganda. Although many of us reading this thesis wil] have the
education and critical thinking skills to eschew the common discourses and expectations
that hover around our society, as éducators we: need to pass on this knowledge to those
with less experience or who are susceptible to its messages due to sexual discrirhination,
lack of education, economic status or cultural disadvantage. And I believe we need to
consciously pick a side. Foucault might say that because we belong to an institution
whose mandate it is to forward social reproduction. This mandate is part of the present
power structure designed to uphold its ideologies. You have a decision to make, are you
for peace and equality; because as I have argued they are not to be found in the existing
system. I believe it is oﬁly through knowledge and positive self-esteem that women and
families can rise above social expectations, act with dignity and make decisions in their
best interest and not be swayed by public opinion.

Researcﬁing an issue that is close to your heart can stop you in your tracks. It
would have beeﬁ much easier and faster to have adopted a more detached perspective.
The fluidity of undérstanding, the broadening of your perspective, happens not only
based on the research you read but on how that knowledge affects your daily life. I could
not help but be changed by what I have found and often that change in perspective was
not only painful emotionally but my perspective on my study changed as my research
continued causing me 1o endlessly reevaluate my direction and findings.

As an addendum, I would be remiss in not stating that although this critical
analysis focuses mainly on the ways in which the prbpagand’a machine is aimed at fixing
the role of women as housewives, it is possible that the induction of North American film

and therefore discourse, to the globe, may support an increase in tensions between what
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society expects of women and what women want for themselves. The Constant Gardener
and Lost in Translation bring with them the idea of resistance, regardless of the ultimate
cost inherent in both films; an idea that may not have occurred in womeﬁ, or men, in |
parts of the world whére North American discourse were not available before the growth
in communication and technology. It is very possible that globalization and the
introduction of North American culture to the rest of thé world may create tensions
between what market culture would have us believe and what we as women decide to
believe. Given the option more women may chose to do what Tessa, Charlotte, Lydia and
I have done and that is resist those who would have us confofm, regardless of the cost.

Finally, there is also some question as tb the effect my position as a white woman
ﬁém a working class background might have had oﬁ my choice/ability to fesist the
propaganda aimed at me and leave an environment that I felt was unhealthy for both
myself and my child. As a working class woman, my perspective has always been to get
an education and to work, to have purpose and to be pragmatic. Living in an environment
that removed my ability to work, and therefore independence also seemed to remove me
from myself and direct me, in my opinion, specifically, to being a wife and mother. By
not knowing how to live or to think in this environment, I was left without direction or
purpose; a state I could not rectify by being a good wife or mother. It seemed, and I may
be mistaken, that many of the women I encountered who were accustomed to éﬂluence
and therefore assuming they would be taken care of, seemed to enjoy and embrace their
roles, they séemed to accept their privilege were I could not. I do not assume this position
is a failing in me or in them, I only know that I was uncomfortable with my state of

being, my state of dependence and subsequently removed myself from it. Did my
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differing class position negatively affect my ability to maintain my marriage and
therefore my ability to accept the lifestyle, to belong? Did it increase my ability to resist
or was it the reason it fell apart? If yes, is this a réason for women not to quit the sphere
they were born into? It is possible that class differences produce differing perspectives,
differing ideologies that reduce ones ability to belong to class structures they were not

~ born into or accept the on¢s they were? Why was I able to resist, was it race, my
experience, my upbringing, my class, fny education or a combination? When I reflect on
my own experience, and as corny as it sounds, what motivated me above all was my love
for my son and ulﬁmately my é)wn well-being. Inthe end, I was in a position to leave as

‘a reflection of all the above criteria.
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Appendix 1
Lost in Translation is a 2003 comedy-drama film. It centers on Bob Harris (Bill

Murray), an American movie star whose career (and seemingly, marriage) is in decline.

The film joins him as he arrives in Tokyo, Japan to film a Suntory whisky commercial. -

Unfulfilled with the work, he meets Charlotte (Scarlett Johansson), a recent Yale

philosophy graduate who is unsure of the direction she would like her life to take. She is
married t;) a celebrity photographer (played by Giovanni Ribisi), and is in Japan to
accoﬁxpany her husband on Work trip to.take publicity photos for a rock band and, later, a
female movie star, but has become bored and lonely due to her husband's preoccupation
with work. Although both are marrieci, Bob and Charloﬁe share a friendship that borders
on unconsummated romance, while briefly exploring the cultural life of Tokyo and the
surrouﬁding area. The central focus of the film is on the two characters' feelings of
alienation, not orﬂy w1th their immediate Japanese surroundiﬁgs, but their own separate
senses of alienation from those closest to them, and their uncertainty about the direction
of their lives. The ending is deliberately ambiguous about_ whether they will continue
their friendship when they return (separately) to America. |
Superficially, Lost in Translation is a movie about culture shock. The film explores these
themes against the background of fhg modern Japanese cityscabe.

It was the second feature film written and directed by Sofia Cop pola, after The Virgin

Swuicides. It was nominated for four Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best Actor

for Bill Murray, and Best Director for Sofia Coppola. Coppola won Best Original

Screenplay.  http://en wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_in_Translation_(film)
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A masterpiece about the mood andb states of the _characters, 5 March'2006

Author: Kevin.O.F (kevinmanfi@yahoo.com) from Spain

It is not eésy to talk about "Lost_ in Translation". Sofia Coppola's second film as a director
is in part about tlﬁngs we never talk about. While its two protagonists try to find mutual
solace in each other, their silence is as éx_pressive as their words. This is a film that
be'lrieves that an individual can have a valuable relationship with someone else without
becoming part of that person's life. At 19 years of age, I am not married but I can
understand pretty well that it is easier for a stranger with whom you share a moment in
the bar or corridor to understand your problems better than your husband or wife. Hére is
an extract from Roger Ebert's great review of the film: "We all need to talk about
metaphysics, but those who know us well want details and specifics; strangers allow us to
éperate more vaguely on a cosmic scale. When the talk occurs between two people who
could plausibly have sex together, It gathers a special charge: you can only say "I feel like
I've known you for years" to someone you have not known for yeal;s." _

: In. this marvelous story, the two lonely individuals that merge the illusions of what they
have and what they could have are two Americans. The emotional refuge, T okyd. We
‘have Bob Harris (Bill Murray), and actor m his ﬁﬁies who was once a star, and is now
supplementing his incomes with the recording of a whisky commercial. On the other side
of the telephone, a frightening reality: his wife, his sons, and the mission of choosing the
right }rlatérial for heaven kno;ys what part of the house. When we consider Bob's
situation, we realize that Lost in Translation is also a meditation on the misery of fame.
Certainly fame ﬁas great (perhaps greater than disadvantages) advantages but then fhere

are the obligations, the expectations... -
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We also have Charlotte (Scarlett Johansson), a woman in her twenties who is
accompanying her husband, a photographer addicted to work, on a business trip. But it
could be éaid it is as if sh¢ is alone anyway. Her world, just like Bob's, is reduced to
strange days in the bedroom, the corridors, the hotel's swimming pool, and the bar, the
perfect destination for victims of sleeplessness and wounded soul. The bar is the place
Bob and Charlotte meet for the first time. They talk, little, but just enough. Once their
diSlike f§r parts of their 1i§es are established, they begin sharing times that feel dead to be
abie to feel alive. |

Bob and Charlotte are souls in transition for whom, surrounded and confused by exotic
ritualé, and a diﬂ'erent’language, allows them a moment to lose their identities. Both
characters provoke similar feelings form different experiences. There are no kisses or
crazy nights between them, but ohly a shared intimacy in which a night out, a walk in the
streets, a session of karaoké becomes a powerful expressidn of their affection an

| complicity. The relationship we all await only happens in our minds and the protagonists,
- whom we are not allowed to know everything.they say and desire. Tokyo metaphorically
speaking is the third character in the film. 'fhe bright colors, the noise of the city...just |
everythinghevokes the various spiritual awékenings of the characters.

It ends on a perfect note leaving the relationship of the characters undecided. A rare gem
in modern day cinema. hitp://www.imdb.com/title/tt0335266/

The Constant Gardener is a 2005 drama film directed by Fernando Meirelles. The

screenplay by Jeffrey Caine is based on the John le Carré novel of the same name. It tells
the story of Justin Quayle, a man who seeks to find the motivating forces behind his

wife's murder.
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The film stars Ralph Fiennes, Rachel Weisz, Hubert Koundé, Danny Huston, and Bill

Nighy. It was filmed on location in Loiyangalani and the slums of Kjbera, a section of

Nairobi, Kenya. The situation affected the cast and crew to the extent that they set up the

Constant Gardener Trust in order to provide basic education for these villages.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Constant_Gardener (film)
Thought Provoking and Beautifully Stirring Political Potboiler, 6 September 2005

Author: David H. Schleicher from New Jersey, USA

Ralph Fiennes stars as a British diplomat whose complacency is challenged when he is
forced into a soul searching queét for tﬂe reasons behind the tragic death of his activist
wife (Rac.hel Weisz) that uncovers a sinister pharmaceutical company in cahoots with
British and Keényan governments test.ing anew TB drug on expendable HIV+ Africans.
Fiennes gives his most humanistic and endearing performance ever, perhaps even topping
his Oscar nominated turns in "Schindler's List" and "The English Patient.” Rachel Weisz
is an illunﬁnating-revelation, turning in the perfonﬂance of her career. Her character
develqps and becomes even more compeﬂing after she dies and we learn her secrets
througl} expertly paced ﬂashbacks; Director Fernando Me-irelles' takes the amazing style
he honéd with "City of God" and adds a heart with "The Constant Gardener," a big heart
that bleeds a beautifiil cinematic poeﬁcism onto the screen.

This film truiy rewards its audience as it works on so many levels. Like this year's earlier
word-of-mouth and hot-button issue sleépe‘r, "Crash," yoil won't be able to stop talking | :
about it after you leave the theater. The politics here are engaging and bound to stir up
even the most complacent viewer. What's even more amazing is that all of the timely

political discourse and subseqﬁent thriller aspects of the film (courtesy of the source
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material, John Le Carre's novel) are wrapped up in a timeless romance. We the audience
join Fiennes on his journey, ;md we rediscover the love story between he and his wife
that anchors the film in a po’etié realism usually reserved fér moviés with much less on
their minds.

To top it off, it's all delivered in the maddeningly genius Meirelles style that took critics
and audiences by storm in his debut "City of God". We have the shaky hand-held camera
darting through vibrant and colorful third-world locales juxtéposed with jaw—droppingly.
gorgeous aerial photogréphy of Africa in all its blazing glory. Meirelles again shows us
he is a true artist willing to show both the shocking beauty and abjec'; horror of the people
and places that populate his films. Again he delivers a message that people are doing
horrible thiﬁgs to other people the world over (be it in the form of wishy-washy
governments turning a blind eye, greedy corporations buﬁiné a priéetag ona humail life,
local thugs preying on the misfortune of their neighbors, or friends betraying friends).
With "City of God" he seemed to be saying the only hope is to document it. With "The
Constant Gardener" he makes that argument again and takes it one brilliant step forward.
We may not be able to stop a war or a huge glopal injustice, but we do have the power to |
help one pefson at a time. It takes a courégeous film to make such a statement, and a
brilliant film-maker to deliver it, and that's just what "The Constant Gardener” does.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0387131/

Appendix 2

The good wife’s guide {Good Housekeeping .Month]y, 13 May 1955)
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Have dinner ready, Plan ahead, even the night bgfore, to have a delicious meal
ready, on time for his return. This is a way of letting him knov? that you have
been thinking about him and are concerned about his needs. I\;Iost men are
hungry when they come home from work and the prospect of a good meal
(especially his favorite dish) as part of the warm welcome‘needed.

Prepare yéurself. Take 15 minutes to rest so-that you’ll be refreshed when he
arrives. Touch up you make-up, put a ribbon in your hair aﬁd be fr_esh looking.
He has just been with a lot of work weary people. |

Clear away the clutter. Make one last trip through tﬁe main part of the house just
before your husband arrives. |

Gather up schbolbooks, t-oys, paper, etc and then run a dishcloth over the tables.
Over the cooler months of the year you should prepare and light a fire for him to
unwind by. Your husband will feel he has reached a haven of rest and order, and:
it will you a lift too. After all, catering for his comfort will p;ovide you with
immense personal satisfaction. | -

Prepare the children. Take a few minutes to wash the children’s hands and faces
(if they are small), comb their hair and, if hecessary, change their cloths. They
are little treasures and he would like to see them playing. the part. At the time of
his arrival, eliminate all the noise of the washer, drjrer or vacuum. Try to |
encourage the children to be quiet.

Be happy to éee him.

Greet him with a warm smile and show sincerity in your desire to please him.
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’Lis;ten to him. You may have a dozen important things to tell him, but the
moment of his arrival is the time. Let him talk first- remember, his topics of
conversation are more important than yours.

Make the evening his. Never complain if he comes home lafe or goes out to
dinner, or other i)laces of entertainment without you. Instead try ;to understand his
V\Lrorld of strain aﬁd pressure and his very real need to be at home and relax.
Your goal. Try to make sure your home is a place of peace, lorder and trahquilit’y
where your husband can renew himself in body and spirit.

Don’t greet hlm with complaints and problems.

Don’t complain if his is home late for dinner or even stays out all night. Count - |
this as a minor compared to what he might have gone through that day.

Make him comfortable. Have him lean back in a comfortable chair or have him
lie down in the bedroom. Have a cool or warm drink ready for him. |

Arrange a pillow and offer to take off his shoes. Speak in a low, soothing and
pleasant voice. |

Don’t ask him questions about his actions or question his jﬁdgmeht or integrity.
Remember, he is the master of the house and as such will always exercise his will
with fairness and truthfiilness. You have not right to question him.

A good wife knows her place.
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