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The beginning of a new year marks the introduction of several new Library services, and offers an opportunity 
to provide updates on some of our most important initiatives in support of teaching and research.  Best wishes 
from the Library staff for a successful and productive term.  
 
Margaret Grove 
University Librarian 

 
 
Oxford, Cambridge and more 
 
The Library is now able to offer the University 
community access to the full online journal suites 
from both Oxford and Cambridge university 
presses. The combined total of 328 titles from these 
important publishers includes journals in a broad 
range of disciplines, with relevance to most 
programs at Brock.  
 
By securing the rights to load this full text content 
on the Scholarsportal server at the University of 
Toronto, Ontario’s academic libraries are able to 
provide some major service advantages to their 
faculty and students. Users of these resources may 
search them as separate databases if they choose, 
but also have the option of searching Oxford and 
Cambridge titles along with other Scholarsportal 
content, including the full title suites from 
publishers such as Elsevier, Wiley and Kluwer. 
This “federated search” capability is one of several 
important initiatives that the Brock Library and 
other academic libraries are pursuing in an ongoing 
effort to bring order to the vast world of digital 
information.  
 
The Library has also added some important 
databases in specific disciplines, including 
Beilstein, a database of chemical compounds and 
reactions; the full journal suites of 42 titles from the  
American Institute of Physics and the American 
Physical Society; and FIAF- International 
FilmArchive Database, a resource that covers film 
and television periodicals from the 1970s to date.  
 

 
 
Access to the important JSTOR collection of 
archival journal content has been expanded with the 
addition of JSTOR: Arts & Sciences III. 
 
James A. Gibson Library e-Classroom 
 
This beautiful new facility is now available for use 
by the Library and the CTLET. The e-classroom 
offers a flexible environment designed to support 
the innovative use of technology in teaching and 
learning. Details on an upcoming open house will 
be available shortly. 
 
New Library Home Page Goes Live 
 
The Library’s new home page at 
www.brocku.ca/library is intended to make it easier 
to discover our resources and services. If you have 
comments or suggestions, please contact us at 
libweb@brocku.ca. We are very interested in your 
feedback. 
  
We’re Listening! 
 
As a result of more than 600 student responses to a 
survey completed in April 2003, the Library has 
introduced noise designations by floor location for 
its study spaces. For example, Floor 10 is for silent 
study, whereas the other upper floors are designated 
as quiet, individual study areas, where occasional 
low-level talking is permitted. Tables to support 
group study have been added to a defined area on 
the main floor. The results of the student survey are 
available at www.brocku.ca/library/survey.htm. 
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New Group Study Rooms  
 
The Library now offers 4 group study rooms, each 
equipped with a computer, and tables and chairs for 
6-8 students. The rooms may be booked online at 
www.brocku.ca/library or in person at the 
Circulation Desk.  
 
 
E-Reserves Popular with Students 
 
Students are taking advantage of the Library’s new 
24-hour e-reserves service. The Library creates 
links to the full text of required readings whenever 
licensed electronic content is available, and can also 
provide faculty with links to include in WebCT 
course pages. For this latter purpose, it is important 
to use the link provided by the Library to ensure 
that students who wish to access reserve readings 
remotely can be properly authenticated. For more 
information, please contact the Reserve Office at 
ext. 3963. 
 
 
Library Receives Several Important 
Donations 
 
The Library has recently received several 
noteworthy donations. These include a 
comprehensive collection of several hundred 
recordings by Frank Sinatra, donated by Harry 
Currie; an important archive of advertising 
materials from Terry O’Malley, former president of 
Vickers & Benson; and a collection of wine books 
and manuscripts from Tony Aspler, a noted wine 
authority.   
 
 
Integrating Library Instruction into the 
Curriculum 
  
Although most students are very comfortable users 
of the Internet, they may find the prospect of 
navigating their way through the Library’s scholarly 
resources to be daunting and intimidating. In fact, 
many of them may be inclined to turn to Google 
when confronted with the task of locating 
information to complete an assignment, thereby 
inadvertently eliminating the most important 
sources.  
 

The ability to master the mechanics of searching for 
information in scholarly databases is only one 
aspect of this wide-spread problem. Just as 
significant is the need for students to acquire the 
knowledge and skills that will enable them to 
conceptualize information seeking as an intellectual 
process rather than a mechanical exercise. Students 
who are information literate can evaluate 
information critically, discern the relevant from the 
superfluous and incorporate selected information 
into their knowledge base. These concepts are 
developed and articulated in the ACRL 
(Association of College & Research Libraries) 
Information Literacy Competency Standards for 
Higher Education and have been widely accepted 
by the international academic community. The 
application of these standards has been most 
successful in institutions that view information 
literacy as an academic rather than a library issue.  
 
For many years, Brock’s subject librarians have 
offered course-specific seminars for students to 
teach them how to use the Library and its resources.  
These seminars meet an important need, 
particularly if they are linked to assignments. 
However, both librarians and faculty have noted 
that many students have difficulty transferring the 
information presented in these seminars to other 
situations or assignments. There is little doubt that 
students are most likely to understand information 
literacy concepts when they are well integrated into 
the academic curriculum. While this may continue 
to take the form of a 50-minute seminar offered by 
a librarian, there are a variety of alternative options.  
Some of these include the delivery of two or three 
shorter, but sharply focused sessions offered at 
strategic times throughout the term; collaborating 
with faculty to integrate appropriate information 
into WebCT; developing research tutorials and 
course specific web pages; and providing support to 
faculty in the development of assignments that 
incorporate information literacy principles.  
 
Several of our librarians are working with faculty 
on various projects to incorporate the ACRL 
Information Literacy standards into their 
coursework. For more information, please contact 
the subject librarian for your discipline (see listing 
at www.brocku.ca/library/). 
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