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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,

December 29M, 1829.

JResolved, That the report of the Secretary of War, made to the House

of Representatives, on the 10th day of May, A. D. 1828, upon the subject

of the claims of the State of Massachusetts for certain services rendered

during the late war, be printed for the use of the Senate.

Attest

:

WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary/.



2d Session.

MASSACHUSETTS MILITIA CLAIMS.

LETTER *
FROM

THE SECRETARY OF WAR,
Transmitting, in pursuance of a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 15th Dec

1826, a report upon the s\ibject of the

CL.AI3IS OF THE STATE OP 3IASSACIIUSETTS
F'OR CERTAIN SERVICES RENDERED DURING THE LATE WAR.

4?

Mat 10, 1828.—Read, and laid upon the table.

December 5, 1828 .—Printed by order of the House of Representatives

.

Department op War,
Mai/ 9, 1828.

Sir : In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the

15th of December, 1826, directing "that the Committee of the Whole
House be discharged from the further consideration of the bill to authorize

the settlement and payment of the claim of the State of Massachusetts for

certain services rendered during the late war ; that the same, with the claim

of Massachusetts for military services, be referred to the Secretary of War;
and that he be instructed to report to this House what classes, and what

amount of said claim, may be allowed and paid, upon the principle and luiles

which have been applied to the adjustment of claims of other States, for mi-

litary services, during the late war, and to which the assumed authority of

the Governor of that State to control the Militia, and to judge of the neces-

sity of ordering them into service, does not apply ; and also, if an}- parts of

said claim are disallowed, to state the reasons for wliich the same are re-

jected ;" I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a copy of my inslruclions

to the Third Auditor, marked A, and his report, with accompanying docu-

ments, marked B, in fulfilment of the duty assigned me by the above reso-

lution.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

JAMES BARBOUR
Hon. Andrew Stevenson,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

A.
Department op War,

December 22d, 1826.

Sir : The House of Representatives having resolved '*that the Commit-
tee of the Whole House be discharged from the further consideration of the

bill to authorize the settlement and payment of the claim of the State of

Massachusetts for certain services rendered during the late war ; that the

same, with the claim of Massachusetts for military services, be referred to
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the Secrelat-y of War ; and that he be instructed to report to this House
what classes, and what amount of said claim may be allowed and paid, upon
the principle and rules which liave been applied to the adjustment of claims

of"other States for military services, durint;; the late war, and to which the

assumed authority of the Governor of that State to control the Militia, and
to judge of the necessity of ordering them into service does not apply ; and
also, if any parts of said claim are disallowed, to slate the reasons for which
the same are rejected ;" the pxaniination of those claims, preliminary to the

performance of the dutv assigned to the Secretary of War, is referred to the

Third Auditor. The whole claim, in all its parts, must be prepared. It

will then be suhjectcd to the following classihcation :

1st. Embracing oil the iten.s not warranted by the principles of adjust-

ment adopted in se''ling similar claims made by other States.

2d. AH the items embraced by such principlss.

ih\. Subdivide this clissitiettion by noticing what portion resulted from
calls made by the Executive of Massachusetts, and those by Militia officers,

without the sanction of the Executive; and note whether the calls made by
the Executive of Massachusetts were spontaneous, or made in compliance
with calls made by the Executive of the United States ; and in either case,

whether he consented or refused to subject them to the authority of the

Government of the United Slates; adding, in every case of the calls, the

circumstances, as far as they can be ascertained by the documents leading

thereto.

As this claim has already in part been investigated by the Third Auditor,

and some progress made in ascertaining the amount of this claim, so much
thereof as is applicable to the duties now enjoined may be considered as

performed.

I have the honor, &c.

JAMES BARBOUR
Peti;r Hagner, Esq.

Third Jluditor.

B.

Treasury Department,
T'hird Jluditor''s Office, 30/A Januaryj lSi38.

Sir : I have the honor, in relation to the claim of the State of Massachu-
setts, to inform you, that, agreeably to the directions contained in your let-

ter to me of the 22d December, 182G, reciting a resolution on the subject,

passed by the House of Representatives, the claim has been examined, and,
as nearly as it has been found practicable, classified conformably to those

directions, and I now send you statements exhibiting the result, marked A,
B, C', D, E, F, and G, and also a synopsis of the whole claim, marked H.

These statements severally show, as well as could be derived from the

vouchers, the aggregate of the charges, in I'espect of each particular call

of the Militia into service, and by whom, or under what authority, the

same was made ; and the documents explaining at whose instance ever)'

such call took place, and the circumstances occasioning it, are therein either

full}' set forth, or the purport of them related.
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General remarks, in relation to the deductions enumerated in the state-

ments, are appended to the synopsis; and lest particular explanation con-

cerning them may be deemed necessar}', the rough notes in detail, made
on the examination of the vouchers, and contained in books numbered
from 1 to 12 inclusive, are herewith transmitted. These should be return-

ed to this office, when done with, there being no copies thereof, nor any
other means of supplying their places than could be obtained by a rc-exam-

ination of those very numerous vouchers. The immensity of the labor

attending the investigation of the claim, and its preparation in the mode
required, may in some degree be judged of from the^e notes; but they con-

convey a very imperfect idea of the time necessarily occupied in collect-

ing, from such an extensive mass of items, those applicable to each distinct

call, especially in the scattered state in which these were, and in dissecting,

as had to be done in numerous instances, a voucher into a variety of parts.

I notice this, to account for the apparent great length of the period this busi-

ness has been on hand.

With great respect,

Your most obedient servant,

PETER HAGNER, .auditor.

Hon. James Barbour,
Secretary of War.

( A. )

GUARDS.
%.

A Statement applicable to such items in the claim of the State of Mas^
sachuseits, as relate to expenditures consequent on calls of militia in-

to service^ [for guard dutt/,) under the authority given to several Ma-
jor Generals of Militia by a general order, issued by the Jidjntant
General of the State, by direction of the State Executive, on the idth

June, 1814, an extract of which follows: " The constant alarin excited

and kept up by the predatory course (f warfare lately adopted on our
sea-board, renders it necessary that guards should be Jeept tip at ^ome
of the places, those, particularly , exposed Ijy having quantities of ship-

ping lying therein. To facilitate the execution of such a purpose,
and to render the necessary aid as prompt and efficacious as possible,

his Excellency the Cominander-in-Chief directs me to signify it to

you as his pleasure, that you furnish to every town, whose situation,

from the present pressure of the ivar, is exposed to surprise and im-
mediate danger, such military force, and more especially such guards
by night, as its peculiar situation and circumstances requit^e."

Guard at Scituate.

From the 28th of June to the 5th November, 1814.
Admissiblf

Aggregate expenditure _ . . jSl,285 61

Deduct payments for clothing - ISO SI

Do. use of arms - 26 07
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Deduct overpayments, &c. - - 16 50
rations reduced - - 59 22
miscellaneous accounts - 34 00

32G 60

950 01

)vembe



512
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At Kingston.

Three detachments, commencing 25th June, and ending 3d Nov. 1814.

Aggregate expenditure - _ . §427 50
Deduct payments for clothing

do. use of arms
overpayments
rations reduced -

miscellaneous accounts

100 84
326 GQ

These detachments appear to have been called out and discharged pur-
suant to division orders issued by Major Geneial N. Goodwin, on the 23d
June, 1st July, and '21st August, and 26Lh October, 1814. Whether or
not any application was made to him by the town for them, does not appear.

59
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place have been under arms for some time, and are almost exhausted with
fatigue. JMr. Gideon Barstow, the bearer, can give you all the information.

With due obedience, sir,

I remain your humble servant,

DANIEL B. LORING, Captain.
Major General Goodwin.

June 22.—Ordered one sergeant, one corporal, and fifteen privates, for^;
the above harbor. N. GOODWIN, Maj. Gen.

At Wareham.

Two detachments, commencing 24th June, and ending 88th October, 1814»

Aggregate expenditure _ - - _ j§ 1,188 92

Deduct payments for clothing - - 170 67

do use of arms - 34 1

3

overpayments - - - 2

rations reduced - - - 53 11

miscellaneous accounts - - 5 70
263 63

925 29

Division orders for calling out and discharging these detachments, appear

to have been issued by Major General N. Goodwin, on the 20th and 21st

June, 14th July, and 26th October, 1814. In a letter addressed by Curtis

Tobey and Bartlett Murdock to General Goodwin, dated 14th June, 1814,

and asking, on behalf of the inhabitants of Wareham, for assistance, it is

represented that, on the 13th of that month, the enemy came into Wareham,
and made considerable havoc, having set fire to a factory, and burnt several

vessels, and then returned aboard their shipping, before any force againSt

them could be collected.

At Fairhaven.

Three detachments, commencing 10th July, and ending 8th October, 1814.

Aggregate expenditure

Deduct payments for clothing

do use of arms
overpayments
rations reduced
excess of rations

76 47
19

These detachments are expressed, at the head of the rolls, to have been

guards- stationed at Scouticut Neck, in Fairhaven, by order of Lieut. Colonel

Lincoln.'

No other information concerning them is furnisheo, than is afforded by
the communications between Lieut. Colonel Lincoln and General Goodwin,
introduced in another statement, relative to militia in service at New Bed-,

ford and Fairhaven. Corporal Aikin's detachment appears to have been on
duty at the same place, and for six days of the same period of that of Sei^,

geant Pope; and, during the whole time of service of both detachments,

other militia were in service at Fairhaven, as well as United States' troops.

$3\\ QQ
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sergeant, 2 corporals, and 12 privates, at Barnstable, Hyannis, and Yar-
mouth; 1 sergeant, 1 corporal and 6 privates, at Brewster and Harwich;
and a corporal and 4 privates at Sandwich. General Lothrop, before exe-
cuting this order, addressed a note to General Goodwin, representing the
portion allotted for Barnstable and Yarmouth to be too small to accom-
plish the intention of the order, and asking to have a larger number of
men. General Goodwin, however, in his reply, declined to increase it,

deeming it to be sufficient, Notwithstanding this, the items last specified

include the pay, rations, &c. of 7 men more than were required by the
order.

By a division order, issued on the 20th of October, 1814, Gen. Lothrop
was required to discharge all the guards stationed at Yarmouth, and Har-
wich; and by another order, issued on the 5th November, he was directed
to dischage those doing duty at Barnstable and Sandwich.
The inhabitants and proprietors of the town and salt works of Brewster,

to prevent the destruction thereof, complied with a call made on the 17th
September, 1814, by Captain Baggett, of the British ship Spencer, for a
contribution of ^4,000; and on the 22d of that month, the guard which
had been stationed in that town appears to have been discharged.

t^t Falmouth.

A detachment from the 1st September to the 1st December, 1814.

Aggregate expenditure _ _ . g goG 00
Deduct payments for clothing - 82 50

do. use of arms - 16 50
rations reduced - - 29 70
miscellaneous accounts - 322 00

450 70
455 30

Application for a guard appears to have been made by the town to Gene-
ral Goodwin, on the 17th August, 1814; and on the 19th he issued a
division order, under which this detachment was called out. By another
division order, issued on the 28th October, 1814, Captain Jenkins was
directed to discharge six of the men, and to keep the remainder on duty a
little longer, if he thought them to be wanted; otherwise to discharge the
whole.

Jit Orleans.

A detachment, commencing 1 5th October, to the 23d November, 1814.

Aggregate expenditure - - - - jg 94 64
Deduct payments for clothing - - 12 80

do use of arms - - 3 20
overpayments - - - 4 61
rations reduced ~ , . 4 80

21 41

Lieut. Col. Jonathan Snow, in a certificate annexed to the roll, states
tlxat these sentinels were ordered out by his command. And the perform-
ance of the service is verified by a certificate of Captain Henry Knowles,
to whose company the men belonged. No other information in relation
thereto is furnished.
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^^i Neivhuryport and Plumb Island.

Six detachments, commencing 21st June, 1814, and ending 10th March.
2815.

Aggregate expenditure « - - $ 6,021 39

Deduct payments for clothing - 407 89
do use of arms - 78 49

overpayments - - 3 42
*

rations reduced - - 158 93
miscellaneous accounts - 2,578 43

3,227 16

2,794 23

On the 18th June, 1814. Major General Amos Hovey issued a division

order, directing Col. Merrill, without delay, to detach a nightly guard, to

consist of one sergeant, one corporal, one drummer, one fifer, and twelve
privates, to be stationed at sucti places as would best promote the safety of

the town of Newburyport. In obedience to said order, a nightly guard was
established on the 21st June, 1814. By a division order, issued on the 22d
June, 1814, the guard was increased to 14 privates, and was made perma-
nent, and kept constantly on duty. By another division order, bearing date

the 3d October, 1814, the foregoing guard was discontinued; and in lieu

thereof, a guard consisting of one subaltern, one sergeant, two corporals,

two musicians, and twenty-four privates, was ordered to be stationed on
Plumb Island, and such other places as should be deemed, by the Brigadier
General, best for the safety of Newburyport and its vicinity. Th)s last

mentioned guard was kept up until the 9th December, 1814, when it was,
in obedience to a division order of that date, reduced to one sergeant, one
-corporal, and twelve privates. This guard was kept in service at Fort
Phillips, on Plumb Island, until the 10th March^ 1815, when it was finally

discharged, under a division order of the 3d March, 1815.

A^t Lynn.

A detachment from Lt. Col. Brimblecom's regiment, commencing 27th

June, and ending 16th August, 1814.

Aggregate expenditure

Deduct payments for clothing -

use of arms
overpayments
rations reduced

92 oo

307 60

By a division order, issued by Major General Amos Hovey, on the ;?7th

June, 1814, Lt. Col. Brimblecom was directed to furnish, from his regiment,
a nightly guard, to consist of one sergeant, one corporal, one drummer, one
fifer, and twelve privates, and to station them at such places as he should
judge would "best protect the inhabitants of Lynn against any attacks from
the enemy's boats." The guard was kept up until the 16th August, 1814.
when it was discontinued.

-
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*.it Marblehead.

Detachments commencing 16th June, and ending 5th August 1814.
Aggregate expenditure . _ _ jSl,b79 16
Deduct payments for clothing - - 124 38

overpayments - - - G 65
rations reduced - - - 42 87

173 90

905 26

By a division order, issued by Major General Amos Hovey, on the 16th
June, 1814, Capt. Prentiss was directed to furnish, from the battalion under
his command, a nightly guard, to consist of one sergeant, one corporal, one
drummer, one fifer, and twelve privates, and to station them at !«uch places
as he should judge best for the safety of the town. By a division order, bear-
ing date the 2d July, 1814, it appears th^t the Committee of Safety in the
town of Marblehead" had requested the Major General to increase the guard
which had been furnished in pursuance of the order of the 16lh June, 1814;
&nd, in accordance with that request, Captain PrenLiss was ordered to fur-
nish a guard that should, thereafter, consist of one subaltern, two sergeants,
two corporals, one drummer, one fifer, and twenty-four privates. This last

mentioned guard was discontinued on the 5th August, 1814, agreeably to a
division order of the 4th August, 1814.

'

./?/ Salem.

Sundry detachments; commencing 10th June, and ending 5th August,
1814.

Aggregate expenditure - - _ Si, 103 9S
Deduct payments for clothing

do use of arms
overpayments
rations reduced

By division orders, issued by IVIajor General Amos Hovey on the 10th and
11th June, 1814, Col. Wlutc was directed to furnish a nightly sergeant's
guard, for the purpose of keeping <*a strict look out, and. in 'he event of
the approach of the enemy's boats, or of the enemy's landing," to give imme-
diate notice thereof. It appears, from a division order, bearing date the 24th
June, 1814, that the selectmen and others, of Salem, having represented to

the Major General that they were appreh; nsive that the nightly guards,
furnished in pursuance of the division orders of the 10th and 1 Ith June, 1814,
v^-ere not sufiicient to answer the purpose for which they were intended,
Col. White was directed, thereafter, to furnish a guard, to consist of one
lieutenant, two sergeants, two corporals, one drummer, one filer, and thirty

privates, and to station them at such places as he should think best for the

security of the town.

-

The last mentioned guard was discontinued on the 5th Auausf. \f^\\,

agreeably to a division order of the 4th August, 1814.

158 45



14 n Boc. No. 0. ]

.at Fort Lee.

Two detachments, commencing 9th November, 1814, and ending /tii

March, 1815.

Aggregate expenditure - - ^1,082 92

Deduct payments for clothing - 70 00
do use of arms - 14 00

overpayments - - 2 75
rations reduced - - 25 20
miscellaneous accounts - 494 12

606 07
476 85

It appears from a division order, issued by Major General Amos Ho-
vey, on the 8th November, 1814, that Brigadier General Derby was di-

rected to detach, without delay, one corporal and six privates, and to sta-

tion them in Fort Lee, " for the preservation of the public works and pro-

perty in said Fort." The first detachment was relieved by the second on

the 8th January, 1815; which last mentioned detachment continued in ser-

vice till the 7th March, 1815, when it was discharged under a division or-

der of the 3d March, 1815.

At Biddeford.

Three detachments, commencing 20th June, and ending 23d September,
1814.

Aggregate expenditure - - §2,085 72

Deduct payments for clothing - 205 06
overpayments - - 26 98
miscellaneous accounts - 556 52

788 56
1,297 16

The first of these detachments entered on duty under a brip;ade order is-

sued by Brigadier General McDonald, on the 20th June, 1814; a few days
previous whereto, several companies had been called into service in conse-

quence of an attack by the enemy; the particulars of which are explained in

the statement relative to militia called out at alarms.

At the date of this order, the general or^ler of the State Executive, of

the 16th of June, 1814, had not reached the Major General of the division

whereto these militia belonged, but it appears to have been soon after-

ward transmitted to him, and he to have issued, on the 28th of June, a di-

vision order, requiring that the Brigadier Generals should pay the strictest

attention to che mode of conduct marked out in the general order; and that

Brigadier Genend McDonald should, as to the detachment made by his

order, direct that the guard be such only as was sufficient for the purposes
therein mentioned, and keeping sentries, especially by night, to give the

alarm when the danger was approaching.

On the 21st July, Brigadier General McDonald issued another order,

for detaching a sergeant and IS privates, for 30 days, to report to Lieut.

Fairfield on the 27th, and when such of the first detachment as had not been
previouslv discharged went ofTduty-

This second detachment, though by what authority does not appear,

was relieved on the 25th August by another similar one, that remained in



-
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Henry Clark, of Kennebunk port, in a deposition obtained from him ni

September, 1814, testifies, that, in the Summer of 1814, in consequence of

the attack on the town of Saco, and the destruction of property at that place,

by one of the English ships, 'and the almost daily ap|)earance of the enemy's

vessels oft' Kennebunk port, it was judged necessary, for the safety of that

place and the navigation in the river, to have some of the militia ordered

out and stationed at the point ; that he and Horace Porter, at the request of

the inhabitants, made such a representation to the Major General, and re-

quested thai soldiers might be immediately ordered out, as an attack was

daily expected; that a detachment was made accordingly; and that Oliver

Walker and George Wheelwright, with a number of men, were stationed at

the point.

At York.

Three detachments, commencing 25th July, and ending 25th Oct. 1814.'

Aggregate expenditure ----- v|g528 71

Deduct payments for clothing - - - 86 25

miscellaneous accounts - - - 42 12
128 37

400 34

There are no orders or correspondence produced in i*elation to the servi-

ces of these detachments. At the head of the roll, the men are stated to

have been detached under three several orders from Major General Ichabod

Goodwin, dated 21st July, 20th August, and 18th September, 1814; and, in

the subsistence accounts, they are expressed to have been stationed near the

entrance of York Harbor.

At Harpswell.

A detachment, commencing 13th, and ending 25th July, 1814.

Aggregate expenditui'e - - - - - - $ 75 11

Deduct payments for clothing

do use of arms
overpayments
miscellaneous accounts

25 95
49 82

Major General King, by a division order, dated 9th July, 1814, directed

Brigadier General McCobb to order the above detachment to be made from

two companies belonging to Harpswell, and to be stationed at that place un-

til further orders; and, by another like order, dated on the 19th July, he di-

rected its discharge. On the day its services terminated, a company, called

out for the defence of Bath and its vicinity, and commanded by Captain

Torry, entered on duty, and a sergeant and six privaies whereof were or-

dered to be stationed where the services of this detachment had been per-

formed.
In a letter to the State Adjutant General, from Major General King, dated

8th July, 1814, reference to this detachment is made, as follows:

" The enemy having landed at Harpsvvell, and taken some stock from the

inhabitants, I have ordered a guard from the company doing duty on this

river to that place."

His order, it will be seen, was not issued till the following day; and is.

required not a guard from the company then on duty, but a new detach-

ment.

10 80
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%^l JViscasset, EdgecoTnb, and Booth Bay, i^c.

A detachment, commanded by Sergeant Nathan Clark, from 26th June to

2d July, 1814.

Do by Sergeant John Fowle, from 26th June to

2d July, 1814.

Do by Sergeant John Baker, from 27th June to

2d July, 1814.

Do by Sergeant William Bradley, from 1st Aug.
to 5th Aug. 1814.

Do by Sergeant J. Harrington, from 1st Aug. to

. 10th Aug. 1814.

Do by Ensign J. H. Becket, from 26th June to

15th July, 1814.

Do by Sergeant Frederick Bradford, from 13th

Sept. to 6th Oct. 1814.

Do by Corporal Nathl. Pitcher, from 30th June
to 7th July, 1814.

Do by Corporal Charles Hebner, from 30th June
to 15th July, 1814.

Do by Lieut. John Hunt, from 6th July to 5th

Aug. 1814.

Do by Ensign John Mclntyer, from 5th Sept. to

6th Oct. 1814.

A part of Captain Moses Robinson's company, from 2d June to 25th

June, 1814.

Aggregate expenditure -

Deduct payments for clothing

do use of arins

overpayments
excess of rations

miscellaneous accounts

504 57
1,413 69

The following remarks apply to the three first mentioned detachments at

Wiscasset, &c.

On the 24lh June, 1814, sundry companies of militia were called out,

at and in the vicinity of Wiscasset, on an alarm. For their discharge,

except three companies, to be detached by Brigadier General Payson, a

division order was issued by Major General King on the 22d of that

month, and which directed the discharge of these three companies also,

as soon as circumstances would justify. Three companies were accord-

ingly detached, and the rest of the militia discharged. B}'^ a brigade order
of the 25th June, General Payson directed she immediate discharge of
all tlie troops on duty at Wiscasset, &c. except a sergeant, a corporal,

and twelve privates, to keep watch day and night at each of the followuig
places, viz: one at Wiscasset, one at Fowle's Point, one at Booth Bay,
and one at the lower end of Squam Island. Under this order the detach-

ments commanded by Sergeants Clark, Fowle, and Baker were made, and
the companies were discharged. It does not appear that any guard was
then detached for duty at Squam Island. On the 2Sth June, Major Gene-
ral King issued a division order, directing Biigadier General Payson to

-
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detach two companies for thirty days' service, and to discharge the com'
panies then on service as soon as the detachment should be on duty. One
of these companies, commanded by Captain Potter, entered on duty on the

2d July, the day whereon the detachments of Sergeants Clark, Fowle, and
Baker appear to have been discharged.
The following remarks apply to the 4th and 5th of the foregoing detach-

ments, commanded by Sergeants Bradley and Harrington.
A company called out for 30 days' service, under command of Captain

Potter, went off duty on the 31st Julj, 1S14; and, soon after that period,

a detachment of militia, called for hj General Dearborn, was received into

the United States' service. On the 30th July, 1814, Brig. General Payson
appears to have issued a brigade order, wherein, after noticing that the time
for which Capt. Potters company were doing duty would expire on the

31st, Col. Cutter was required to direct it to be discharged, after bringing
up to Wiscasset one of the pieces of cannon from Chase's Point, and to try

to get a sergeant and six men to volunteer to keep a guard over the other

cannon, until the new detachment of three months' men should arrive; or,

if he should not succeed in getting volunteers, to order out that number
from any company in his regiment: and on the 1st of August, by another
brigade order, he directed Col. Cutter to order out a sergeant and six pri-

vates, to guard the battery and guns at Wood's wharf for two or three days,
unless sooner discharged. Under these orders, the services of the detach-
ments of Sergeants Bradley and Harrington are presumed to have been ren-
dered. By a brigade order of the 9th of August, 1814, Col. Cutter was
required to discharge, forthwith, all troops on duty within his regiment, af-

ter ordering the guard at Chase's Point to bring up the cannon and appara-
tus to Wiscasset, and likewise the Quartermaster's stores.

The following remarks apply to the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th of the

foregoing detachments, commanded by Ensign J. H. Becket, Sergeant
Fred. Bradford, and Corporals Nathaniel Pitcher and Charles Hebner, and
Lieuten-^nt John Hunt.

In the statement as to militia called out at alarms, an entry and remarks
will be found relative to a company stationed at Friendship from the 21st
to the 25th of June, 1814, under the command of Captain Simon Parker.
The detachment of Ensign Becket appears to have been made from tliat

company, and to have commenced its services on the next following day;
and, on the muster-roll, Lieut. Colonel Samuel Thatcher has certified that

the officer and men were authorized to do the duty by his order of the 21st

June, (whereto reference is made in the remarks before alluded to,) and
by consultation with him. On the rolls of the detachments of Corporals
Pitcher and Hebner, there are also certificates of Lieut. Colonel Thatcher,
showing that the services of these detachments were, too, authorized by
him; but no explanatory evidence from him, as to the cause of calling out

any of these detachments, has been furnished.

Major General King, on the 27th June, appears to have issued a di-

vision order, directing Brig. General Payson to detach not exceeding twenty
men from Col. Thatcher's regiment, with a lieutenant, as guards for the

frontier, of that regiment, and to discharge the company then out as soon
as the detachment should be on duty, should it not have been previously

discharged.

A regimental order of Lieut. Col. Thatcher, dated on the 6th July, re-

fers to a brigade order issued on the 28th June, and puts the detachmen*
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made pursuant thereto under the command of Lieut. Hunt, for 30 days,

to serre as guards or patroles, and be stationed by him at such places as

he should consider most proper for defending and guarding the several

rivers and harbors within the limits of the regiment, and directs him to

dismiss the men at the expiration of tlie thirty days. The services of this

detachment commenced, it will be seen, on the 6th of Jidy; and no reason

is assigned why the detachments of Ensign Becket and Corporal Hebner,
instead of being then discharged, agreeably to General King's order, were
continued in service nine days longer.

The following remarks apply to the 11th detachment, commanded by
Ensign John Mclntyer.
The services of this detachment do not appear to have been authorized

or sanctioned, either by Major General King or Brigadier General Pay-
son. The detachment is expressed, at the head of the rolls, to have been
made under a regimental order of Lieut. Colonel Samuel Thatcher, and he

has certified on the muster-roll that the services were performed by his

order.

The following remarks apply to the 12th or last of the foregoing detach-

ments, being part of Capt. Moses Robinson's company.
According to the rolls, eight of the men were in service eight days, six

others thirteen days, seven others seventeen days, seven others twenty-
four days, and the captain twelve days—the period beginning on the 2d,

and ending on the 25th June, 1814. The subsistence account, however,

expresses the period to have commenced on the 22d June, and to have ter-

minated on the 13th July, 1814; and this, most probably, is the correct

one, as, at the head of the muster-roll, the detachment is said to have been

made under the general order of July 3d, 1812, and a regimental order

for enforcing it, dated 21st June, 1814, ''the enemy then being on the

coast," and which none of the other documents show to have been the case

so early as the 2d June, 1814.

Lieut. Col. Thatcher has certified that the detachment was, in his opi-

nion, necessary, and properly ordered outj and that he was convinced the

men did their duty.

In a note in the column of remarks on the muster-roll, the men are said

to have been detached under the general order of 3d July, 1812, and
kept in service under the regimental order of 21st June, 1814, "until

they were relieved by detachments made under brigade orders." By
whom they were ordered out does not appear, and no brigade order for

their relief can be found recorded in the brip;a(le order book; nor are

there produced the rolls of any detachment by which they were relieved,

unless it be the one commanded by Lieut. Hunt, before specified, which

entered on duty on the 7th July, nearly a week previous to the termination

of their services.

%B.t Camden.

A detachment, commanded bv Ensign Joseph Hall, from 26th June to

31st July, 1814.

Do. do. Lieut. Hanford, from Sth August to 1 9th

August, 1814.

Do. of Captain Kinney's company, from 21st July to 10th

August, 1814.



104 69
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dutjr as well as the guards themselves, fi-om their particular situation. You
will forward to Col. Foote a copy of this letter, with your order, and be-
lieve me,

Respectfully, your obed't. servant,

W. KING.
Jos. F. WiNGATE,

.^. D. C. and 0. Officer 1 1 Div.

^ And under a regimental order, dated 18th August, 1814, referring to this

division order, the detachment was discharged.
The following remarks apply to the third or last of the foregoing detach-

ments.

The men are stated, at the head of the muster roll, which is certified by
Captain Kinney, and countersigned by the Selectmen of St. George, to
have been ordered out at the request of the Selectmen. No entry, in rela-

tion thereto, can be found in the order books of the Major General, Briga-
dier General, or Lieutenant Colonel of the regiment to which the company
belonged.

Jit Fort Burrows.

Three detachments, commanded by Lieut. Oliver Bray, and Sergeant
John Lowell, commencing the 5th November, 1814, and ending the 23d
February, 1815.

Aggregate expenditure ... S 1,822 31

Deduct payments for clothing - 177 99
overpayments - - 7 48
excess of rations, S3 80
miscellaneous accounts - 397 50

666 77
1,155 54

The detachment commanded by Lieut. Bray entered the service on the
5th November, 1814, under a division order, of which the following is a

copy:

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Division Orders, 12th Division.

Head Quarters, Portland, Nov. 5th, 1814.

Lieut Oliver Bray is authorized to raise, by voluntary enlistment, for the

service of the State, three sergeants, three corporals, one drummer, one
fifer, and forty-eight privates, for the term of sixty days, U7iless sooner dis-

charged, to be stationed at Fort Burrows and Fish Point, for the protection

ol the forts, ordnance, and munitions of war, and other property belonging

to the Commonwealth. Adjutant Bray will make daily reports of his pro-

ceedings, to the Major General, and use all possible despatch in obtaining

the force i*equired, without, however, subjecting the Commonwealth to any
extra expenses, or to any bounty whatever, ^in procuring the enlistments.

The Major General will designate a second officer, and from time to time

direct Adjutant Bray as to the duties to be required of him.
A"LF0RD RICHARDSON, Maj. Gen.

The foregoing described guard was discharged on the 25th November,
1814, and was succeeded the day following, by the guard described in the

division order, of which the following is a copy:
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Division Orders, 12th Division.

Portland, November 6th, 1814.

Sergeant John Lowell is appointed to command a sergeant's guard at Fort

Burrows, for sixty days, unless sooner discharged, and is empowered to en-

list, for that term of time, one corporal and twelve privates, liable to be

discharged as before stated. Sergeant Lowell will be considered account

ble for the safe keeping of all the ordnance, munitions of war, barracks, and

other property, in Forts Burrows, Allen, and Lawrence, belonging to the

Commonwealth or United States.

ALFORD RICHARDSON, Maj, Gen.

This last mentioned guard was discharged on the 23d February, 1815.

jSt North Yarmouth.

A detachment, commencing 11th September, and ending 25th Oct., 1814.

Aggregate expenditure - - - ^ 100 33

Deduct payments for clothing - - - 14 58
overpayments - - - - 72

15 30
85 03

This guard consisted of one corporal and three privates, and entered on
duty under a regimental order, isssued by Lieut. Col. Samuel Baker, on the

nth September, 1814, and was stationed at North Yarmouth.

Recapitulation.

^gg^'cgate expenditures on account of guards, - % 39,810 39

Deductions therefrom:
Payments for clothing - - 4,475 13

Payments for use of arms - 718 49
Overpayments - - - 238 92
Rations reduced - - - 1,289 38
Excess of rations - - 130 60
Payments to officers for forage - 14 66
Sundry Miscellaneous charges - 5,231 67

12,098 ^5
27,711 54

The letter, of which the following is a copy, appears to have a general
bearing on the expenditures detailed in this statement.

Military District No. 1.

Head Quarters, Boston, Aug. 12, 1814.

Sir: The citizens of the town of Duxbury and Cohasset are very desi-
rous of having some small force stationed for the defence of their respective
villages and vessels, and it is probable that similar applications will be made
from other places on the sea-coast. If practicable, it would be very desira-
ble to have such small detachments as may be required in such cases, turneri"

out from the irnmediate vicinity of the several places, respectively, without
the formality of troubling His Excellency the Governor, on every such
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gccasion. Will you be so obliging as to inform me whether any authority
is, or probably may be, vested in yourself, or in any committee of which
you are a member, for giving the necessary orders for turning out such
small detachments as I have alluded to, say oftwenty five or fifty men, for such
places asjt may be deemed necessary or expedient to afford such protection to.

It is not easy to decide at present, or probably at any one time, the jjrecise

number of places that it may be expedient to post such detachments at, or
|rthe number of men for each. The movements of the enemy, and his mea-
sures from time to time, must in a considerable degree determine what shall

be proper or necessary to be done on our part ; hence the convenience of
having small detachments from the militia made in the most prompt and
convenient manner.

If neither yourself, nor any Committee of which you are a member, now
possess such authority as I have mentioned, would not His Excellency the
Governor probably think it advisable to grant the necessary authority? Any
communications you may please to make in reply to my observations, will

eonfer a favor on
Your very humble serv't.

H. DEARBORN.
Major General John Brooks,

Adjutant General of the State of Massachusetts.

No answer to the foregoing letter has been found among the documents
furnished in support of the State's claim.

PETER HAGNER, Aud.
Treasury Department,

"*

3c? Jitiditor's Ojffice, 30th January, 1828.

( B. )

ALARMS.

vf STATEMENT applicable to such items in the claim of the State of
Massachusetts as relate to expenses occasioned by calls of militia
into service in consequence of alarms ^ and without any other authority
from the State Executive than is given by a general order thereof

y

issued on the 3d July, 1812, whereof the following is an extract:
" The Commander in Chief further orders and directs, that the
Generals, and other officers, of the whole militia of the Coynmon-
weallh, beari7ig in mind the possibility of a sudden invasion, hold
themselves, and the corps under their respective commands, in constant
readiness to assemble and inarch to the defence of any part or parts
of the Commonwealth, pursuant to the orders to be given by him; but
without waiting for such orders in case of actual invasion, or such
imminent danger thereof as will not admit of delay.-

^

^ First t/llar^n at Scituate.

Six companies, and Lieutenant Colonel Turner's Field and Staff, for the

nth and I3th days of June, 1814.
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Captain Benjamin Derby's company, for the 11th, 12th, and 13th June^,

1814.

Capt. Jona. Cleverly's company, for tlie 12th, 13th, and 14th June, 1814.

Captain Peter Lothrop's company, for the 11th to 17th June, 1814.

Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Webb's Field and Staff, for the 11th to 17th

June, 1614.

Captain Ralph Arnold's company, for the 12th and 13th June, 1814.

Captain Thomas Tirrell's company, for the I2th and 13th June, 1814.

Captain Edmund M. Smith's company, for the 12th and 13th June, 1814.

Captain Edward Vinton's company, for the 12th and 13th June, 1814.

Captain John Belcher's company, for the 12th and 13th June, 1814.

Captain Calvin White's company, for tie 12th and 13th June, 1814.

Captain John Lillie's company, for the 12th and 13th June, 1814.

Captain Francis Davenport's company, for the 12th and 13th June, 1814.

Lieutenant Colonel Barnabas Clark's Field and Staff, for the 12th and 13th

June, 1814.

Aggregate expenditure _ - - ,§2,659 55

Deduct payments for clothing

do. use of arms -

overpayments
rations reduced
excess of rations

payments to officers for forage

miscellaneous accounts

payments to officers for servants

602 04
2,057 51

319
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Alarm at New Bedford.

of carrying this order into effect, the expense attending such service would
not, it is considered, be allowable.

Captain Stall's compiny, for the 13th, 14th, and 15th June, 1814.

Swift's do. do 14th, and 15th June, 1S14.

Nathl. Nelson's company, for the 13th, 14th, and 15th June, ISl't

Aggregate expenditure > . . gl04 4 1

Deduct payments for clothing - 13 39
9 do. use of arms - 1 GO

rations reduced -
'

- 5 07
19 40

84 9S

The circumstances giving rise to the call of these militia into service are

explained in the letter of Lieut. Col. Lincolii to General Goodwin, dated

21st June, 1814, set forth in the statement as to militia called out under the

general order of the 16th of that month, for the defence of New Bedford and

Fairhaven.

Alarms at Barnstable and its vicinity.

Captain Calvin Crocker's company, for the 2Sth and 29th Januar}-, 2d
and 3d February, 17th and 27lh September, and 2d and 3d October, 1814.

Captain Thomas Swift's company, for the 29th, 30th, and 31st January,

.and 3d, 4th, and 51h October, 1814.

Captain Obed B. Nye's company, from the 28th January to 3d February,
and from the 3d to the 12th October, 1814.

Lieutenant Edward Nve's company, for the 29th, 30th, and 31st Janu-
ary, 1814.

Lieutenant N. B. Gibbes' company, from the Cth to the 12th October,

1814.

Captain Benjamin Hamblin's company, for the 29th, 30th, and 31st Janu-
ary, and from the 3d to the 121h October, 1814.

Lieutenant James Fish's company, from the 7th to the 15th Oct. 1814.

Captain Timothy Parker's company, from the 28th to the 31st Januarv.
1814.

Captain Timothy Parker's company, from the 3d to the 7th Oct. 1814.

Captain Seth Hamlin's company, from 28th tO 31st January, 13th and
14th June, and 3d, 4th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th October, 1814.

Captain Weston Jenkins' com])aiiy, from 2Sth to 31st Januaiy, 13th to

18th June, 3d to 6th, and 7th to 15th October, 1814.

Captain Micajah Handy's company, for 2d and 3d February, 17th Sep-

tember, and 3d, 4th, 6th, and 7th October, 1814.

Captain Ebenezer Lothrop's compan}-, for 2d, 3d, and 4th February, 1 7th

September, 2d, 3d, 4ih, 6lh, and 7th October, 1814.

Captain Jonathan Hallett's company, for 17th and 27th September, 2d and
•^d October, and 5th and 6th NovemJjer, 1814.

Captain Joshua Hamblin's company, for the 2d, 3d, and 4th October, 1814.

Captain Elnathan Lewis' company, for the 2d, 3d, and 4th October, 1811.

Lieut. Col. David Nye's field and staff, for services in January, Februaiy.
June, September, and October, 1814.

1^ Captain Josiah Whitman's company, for the 9th and 10th July, and 15t))

September, 18M.
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Captain Moses Higgins's company, for the 4th, 3th, and 10th July, 13th

and 14th September, 2d and 3d October, and 19th and 20th December, 1814,

Captain Abiel Crosby's company, for the 14th and 15th September, 1814.

Captain Henry Knowles' company, for the 4th, 5th, and 10th July, 14th

and 15th September, 2d and 3d October, and 19th and 20th December, 1814.

Captain Freeman Foster's company, for the 15th and 16th September, and

3d and 4th October, 1814.

Captain Obed Brookes' company, for the 15th and 16th September, and

3d and 4th October, 1814.

Captain Nathaniel Snow's company, for the 15th and 16th Sept. 1814.

Captain Hugh Nickerson's company, for the 15th and 16th Sept. 1814.

Captain Harding Knowles' company, for the 17th and 18th August, and

I4th, 15th, and 16th September, 1814.

Captain Nathan Nickerson's company, for the 15th and 16th September,

and 3d and 4th October, 1814.

Lieut. Col. Jonathan Snow's field and staff, for the 15th and 16th Sep-

tember, and 3d and 4th October, 1814
Brigadier General Ebenezer Lothrop, for services in February^ June,

September, and October, 1814.

Aggregate expenditure ----- g 6,814 18

Deduct payments for clothing - - 825 00
do use of arms - - 145 79

overpayments - - - -189 81
rations reduced - - - - 280 50
payments to officers for forage - 17 96

miscellaneous accounts - - 309 86
1,768 92

5,045 26

Of the militia called out at Barnstable and its vicinity, those in service in

January, 1814, appear to have been called out by regimental orders, issued

by Lieutenant Colonel David Nye on the 28th of that month ; and wherein
the British brig Nimrod is represented to have anchored off the wharf at

Falmouth, and demanded the field pieces and other property lying there,

and threatened, in case of refusal, to fire upon the town.

Those which entered on duty in February, 1814, are also alleged to have
been called out by him ; but his orders are not produced, nor is the cause

explained, unless the letter from him to General Goodwin, whereof the* fol-

lowing is a copy, relates thereto, and which it probably does, no militia ap-

pearing to have bean called out in the interim.

Falmouth, 16M March^ 1814.

Sir : Being actually invaded, I have called out the militia under my com-
mand, for the defence of this town, viz : from the three companies in Sand-
wich, about sixty men, officers included, for three days, with provisions for

that time ; then discharged them. On the bombardment of the town, I call-

ed the remainder of the militia in Sandwich, and Captain Crocker's in Barn-
stable, and afterwards made other detachments, while the British lay in Tar-

paulin Cove, and off the harbor, which I hope will meet your honor's ap-

probation, it being agreeable to your orders of July, 1812.

Yours, &c.
,

DAVID NYE,
Lt. Col. Comdg. \st Bejsc. 3d Brigade.

To Gen. N.. Goonwix.
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The call of Captain Hamblin's company into service on the 13th June»
1814, appears also to have been a regimental order of Lieutenant Colonel
Nye, which mentions, as the cause, the Nimrod's having anchored in the
bay opposite Falmouth, in the midst between there and Rochester, and an
inability to determine the ultimate design of the enemv.
As to the services of Captain Whitman's company, in July, 1814, it ap-

pears that, on the 8th of that moi'th, a letter was written to the principal
inhabitants of Wellfleet, by the capUio of the British ship Nymph, de-
manding an inquiry into the conduct of the master of the schooner Bee,
of Wellfleet, which had, on the 5th, been captured by the ship's tender, and
two men put on board her; of whom, one is alleged to have been, bv the
master, who had men secreted below, most inhumanly treated, by throw-
ing him overboard, and endeavoring, with billets of wood, to beat out his

brains whilst in the water ; and the other, he was suspected to have mur-
dered, and then with his crew escoped in a fog; and further demanding to

be informed of the result, that the British captain might inflict that punish-
ment which was due for such atrocity. According to a paper annexed, pur-
porting to be a copy of a letter from Captain Whitman to Lieutenant Colo-
nel Snow, the threatened punishment (in the event of the non-delivery of

the man, who in the reply is declared lo have been neither murdered nor ill

treated, but committed to the care of an officer) was the laying the town in

ashes, and burning every vessel belonging thereto. Captain Whitman, in

consequence of this affair, is stated to have had his company on duty two
days; and Lieutenant Colonel Snow has certified that, in his opinion, the

captain had good and sufficient reason.

The other militia in service, in July, were the companies of Captains
Henry Knowles and Moses Higgins, each of which received pay, &c. for

the 4th, 5th, and 10th of that month. Lieut. Col. Snow has certified on the
rolls, that these companies turned out for the defence of Orleans on those
days; and this is all the information which can be found on the subject.

The services of Captain Harding Knowles' company, on the 17th and 18th
August, are stated, in a certificate of Lieut. Col. Snow, to have been at an
alarm occasioned by the enemy's landing at Eastham.
The militia in service on the 17th and 27th September, 1814, are certi-

fied by the Brigade Major to have been called out by Brigadier General
Lothrop, since deceased. Of the cause of either of these calls, there is.

however, no explanation.

Relative to the services in October, it appears that, on the 3d, a brigade
order was issued by Brig. Gen. Lothrop, calling out Captain O. B. Nve's
company, for the defence of Barnstable, which, as the order expresses, "was
threatened to be laid in ashes by the enemy, whose squadron was in Barn-
stable Bay, and was expected to make an immediate attack: the order also

states that the major part of the whole brigade had been ordered to march
there.

On the 6th October, sevf^ral companies appear to have been called out by
Lieut. Col. David Nye; and the cause thereof is explained in a letter from
him, of which the following is a copy.

Falmouth, October 8, 1811.

Dear Sir: I beg leave most respectfully to inform your honor, that, on
the Cth instant, about eleven o'clock in the evening, I received information

from the committee of safety, that six vessels of the enemv had that after-
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noon come hard in Tarpaulin Cove; and that, in their opinion, the neigh-

borhood mih'tia ought to be called in to our assistance; and I sent orders to

the officers commanding the infantry at Sandwich, to march immediately to

the defence of this town, which they immediately complied with, by fur-

nishing about 150 men. The number of vessels has increased every day
since they first appeared, which was one 74, three frigates, one brig, and
one schooner: yesterday they were joined by two more: this day it is said

that one or two others have joined the fleet; but we have not been able to

obtain any considerable information respecting them, onl)'^ that they are fre-

quently passing off and on this morning; and it would seem that the vessels

had fallen in tliere, and that they were no particular fleet, and Admiral
Hotham was bound to Halifax; and most of the fleet being under sail, and
appearing to- be going off from thence, I have ordered the troops to be dis-

missed.

Yours, DAVID NYE,
Lieut. Col. Commandant.

On the roll of Captain Henry Knowles' company, for services on the 19th

and 20th December, 1814, Lieut. Col. Snov/ has certified that the company
tarned out for the defence of Orleans; and the following extract from a letter

addressed by VVm. JMyricli, Jun. to General Goodwin, on the 26th of that

month, states the particulars of the attack.

"You have heard, it is probable, that the Newcastle has been aground on
the cape, the consequence of v/hich has brought the enemy upon us in a very
sudden manner. On Monday last, the ISth instant, in the dusk of the even-
ing, a barge, with 22 men, came to tiie creek where our vessels lay, and
immediately entored on beard four of our vessels, and hoisted sail ow them
before they were discovered l)y the jieople, and began to fire on the houses

and people on the shore: four or five of thelnilitia stood the fire of the ene-

my for a considerable time, before others could come to their assistance; at

length they drove them from two sloops, (after they had set fire to them,)

and killed one and wounded two of the enemy, without any loss of life on
our part. But they took away with them one sloop and one schooner, laden

partly with salt. This expedition has cost the enemy nine prisoners, driven
on shore (in the schooner they took from Orleans) at Yarmouth, and two men
and two barges at Orleans, besides the killed and wounded."

Alarm at Saco and Biddeford.

Capt. W. Waterman's comp'y, for the 17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th June, 1814.

S, Woodsam's do 16th, 17th, and 18th, do
Saml. Merrill's do 16th, 17th, and 18th, do
James Curry's do from the 16th to the 21st, do
Thomas Benson's do for the 16th, 17th, and 18th, do
Saml. Moody's do from the 16th to 20th, do
Thos. Warren's do do do do

jVIaj. John Spring and Stafl', from 16th to 21si, do
Brig. Gen. John McDonald, for the 17th, 18lh,and 19th, do
Aggregate expenditure - - - - ^ 920 3S

Deduct payments for clothing - - 104 25
overpayments - - - 45 44
excess of rations - - - 2 40
miscellaneous accounts - - 38 55

190 64
'29 74
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A deposition of Thomas Cults, of Biddeford, dated 17th November, 1824,
represents, that, on the morning of the 16th June, 1814, the British ship

Bulwark, of about 90 guns, anchored, and despatched five large boats, with
one hundred sit'l ?'<ty >-ien or more, with orders, as he learned, from the
comuianding officer, to burn and destroy; an who hmded on the beach
near his wharf, and burnt three vessels, took out another, cut down the
frame of a large ship on the stocks, and entered his stores, and took there-

from property to a considerable amount.
Tlie muster-rolls of the militia are certified by Major John Spring, who

liad the command of them; and to sustain the charges in respect of their

services, letters have been produced, of which the following are copies.

The first of them, it will be seen, gave authority to Major Spring to order
out the militia. According to the roils, the services of several of the com-
panies commenced before this authority was given; and the communication
from him, to which this reference is made, is not ajnongst the documents.
That it contained, however, information of his having previously called out
the militia, is evinced by the letter to General Goodwin.

Limerick, e/w 72e 17, 1814.

Major JoHX Sprixg, Co7?i. of the \st Reg. in the 2d Brig, and Gth Div.
I have this moment received your communication by the hand of Mr.

Cumston, wherein you inform me that a British force has landed in or near

Saco, and destroyed some property; and that said force row are near Saco
harbor: therefore you will order out a sufiicient force of the militia, under
your command, and erect such fortifications on those points of the river, as

shall enable you to repel any force which the enemy raav presume to send
against you. You will proceed with due cai'ion, and pr '^'e good order
and firmness. Captain Warren, of the artillery, will at '

• T to the
troops, and act with you under your command. I shall be to your assistance

immediately.

Yours, &:c.

JOHN M'EONALD, Brig. Gen.

Limerick, June 14, 1S14.
Major General Goodwin;

Dear Sir: Last evening I received a messenger from Major Spring, com-
manding the first regim.ent, informing me that a British force came into

Saco harbor, and had landed, burnt, destroyed, and carried away a consid-

erable amount of property, and said force now lay in Saco harbor, and was
able to land seven hundred men, with brass pieces; and that he had ordered
out a part of the militia under his commaiid, which now was on duty, and
wailed for directions from me.

I am this morning bound to Saco, to see what is neeessary to be done, and
there shall wait for directions from your honor, that I may proceed with
proprietv. Please to send by the liand of my Brigade Major.

JOHN M-'DONALD, Brig. Gen.

Saturday, 5 o'clock, the I9th June, 1814.

>ie; Received yours hy jNIajor Fogg, whicli informs me that the enemy
had landed, burnt and destroyed considerable property near Saco harbor,

and that you expected to be at Saco this day, and that Major Spring had
called out part of the first regiment. I expect there are continental troop^^
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quartered at Saco, who will afford all the assistance, with such of the mili-

tia, as may be mustered, to *make the best defence in their power. You
will call out the company of artillery, if necessary, and watch the motions

of the enemy, if they have not withdrawn, and take all the necessary steps

which you may judge expedient for the protection of persons and property.

I expect to be at Saco on Monday, if possible.

In haste, from
ICHABOD GOODWIN, Major Gen. ^

To Brig. Gen. M'Donald, at Saco.

There appears to have been at the time about one hundred and sixteen

United States' troops at Saco, under the command of Colonel Isaac Lane,
of the 33rd regiment of infantry: no application for any militia is shown to

have been made by him.

Alarms at Bath.

Captain James Williams' company, for 20th, 21st, and 22d June, 1814.

Thos. Motherwell';
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The following remarks apply to Lieutenant Colonel oNIerrill's regiment^

The companies of Lieutenant Colonel JNIerrill's regiment were, by a

regimental order, issued by him, on the 20lh June, required to appear

forthwith at the court house in Topsham, armed, equipped, and supplied, as

the militia law directed, and thence to proceed to Bath to repeal an invasion;

and they appear to have been discharged under the same division order as

were the companies of Lieutenant Colonel Thomas' regiment.

The following remarks apply to tlie artillery companies of Captains Aldcn,

Sprague, and Walker.
No copy of any order for calling out these artillery compasiies is pro-

duced, nor does it appear by whose order they were called out. A brigade

order for the discharge of Captain Sprague's company was issued on the

22d of June, and which takes no notice of the companies of Captains Alden

and Walker.
The following extracts from letters addressed by INIajor General King to-

the State Adjutant General, explain the measures pursued by him in relation

to the militia called out, as before specified, for the defence of Bath and

its vicinity.

"Bath, Jum 21, 1S14.

" Since my letter of the 18th, a seventy-four has anchored near Seguin:

they have made several attempts to land at the mouth of this river and on

the Sheepscot, and have been beat off in every instance, with the exception

of a landing they effected at Fowles' Point, where they spiked k six-pounder.

I have ordered four companies into the fort at Georgetown: other companies

are ordered out at various points on the back river, which, together with

those in this town, will amount to little short of six hundred. I shall im-

mediately proceed down the river, and learn the situation of things there,

and then discharge such proportion of the troops as our safety will justify.'*

"'Bath, June 24, IS 14.

*' Referring his Excellency to my letter of the 21st instant, in the morn-
ing, for the occurrences previous to that time, I proceeded, immediately

after closing that letter, to the United States' fort, at the mouth of the river,

and there received information that the barges had been again sent off from

the Bulwark, and that they took a direction for Damariscotta: the ship was
then under way, and following in the same direction. Being convinced

that the enemy had met with more opposition at the mouth of this river, as

well as on the Sheepscot, than they expected, and that there was no proba-

bility of their return, the companies from Bath were ordered to return to

that place. The companies from Phipsburg, then in the fort, as well as the

companies from Georgetown, on the East side of the river, were ordered to

he discharged, with the exception of a detachment of forty men from the
Phipsburg companies, that number having been requested by {he Lieutenant
of thefort; and they will remain in service and wait the orders of the
Commander-in-Chief, our magistrates and people generally being solicitous

that this should be the case."

The troops assembled at Bath, were discharged, with the exception of the

troops of the town, on the evening of the 21st; and those belonging to the
town, the next morning. The troops from Woolwich, stationed at Hurls-
gate, were dischargad on the evening of the 21st instant, with the exception
of a detachment of twenty men, which was discharged on the 22d.
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The following remarks apply to the services of Captain Heagan's com-
ftany, in July, 1S14.

Of the cause of the call of Captain Hcagan's company into service at this

period, no information can be found in the documents, nor does it appear
by whose order it was in service.

FirsI alarm at Priscasset.

Captain John Erskine's com])any, foi'*lhe 3d, 1th, and 5th of April, 1813.
James Hunnevvell's do do Gth, 7th, Sth, and 9th, do.

Daniel R. Adams' do for 4 days in do.

do.do do
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Captain Wm. Reed's Company from the 20th to the 23tlJunc, 1814.

Robert McLean's do do 21st 23d do

Lt. Col. Ezekiel Cutter's Field and Staff ISth 24th do

Captain Nath'l Morse's company, do 20th 22d do

Jacob Auld's do do 20th 24th do

Erskine's do do 21st 24th do

McLean's do do 24th 25th do

Tarbox's do do 24th 25th do

Captain Reed's company, from the 24th to the 2Glh June, 1814.

David R. Adams' company, from the 30th to the 5th July, 1S14.

W. M. Reed's do do 29th 5th do

S. G. Wilson's do do 30th 5th do

Jacob Auld's do do 29th 5th do

Major McKown do 27th ^9th do

Aggregate Expenditure - - §2,736 03

Deduct payments for clothing - 287 79

do use of arms - 15 62

overpayments - - 19 99

excess of rations - - 25 08

payments to officers for forage - 5 36

miscellaneous accounts - 198 80

payments to officers for servants 7 65
560 29

2,165 74

Captain Erskine's company appears to have been called out pursuant to

an order, of which the following is a copy:

SECONDBRIGADE—nth DIVISIOxV.

Brigadio' Orders.

WiscAssET, ISfh June, 1814.

The Brigadier General, viev/ing the threatening aspect of the enemy on

our sea coast, and taking into view the petition or request of citizens of thi*

town, and governing himself by the general orders of the 3d July, 1S13,

directs that Lt. Col. E. Gutter, of the first regiment, detach 64 rank and

file, and officers to make one company of infantry complete. They will

rendezvous at Major Abiel Woods' wharf, each being equipped agreeable

to the militia law; and any delinquents will be dealt with according to the

24th section of the militia law.

By order of Brig. Gen. David Payson,
SAMUEL PAGE,

Brig. Major, 2d Brig. Wth Div.

The letters, whereof copies follovv-, also relate (o the call of Captaiu

Erskine's company into service.

Wi5CASSET, June 18, 1814.

Maj. Gen. King:

Sir: Mr. Sheppard, the bearer, will hand you a request of the justices

of the peace, and other citizens, for a company of militia, to be called out

and kept in service during the threatening aspect of the enemy on our sea

jfoast. I have given orders, in compliance with the above request, for a com-
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pany immediately to assemble. I therefore wish for your orders whether

they shall be continued in service, or how long. We are without powder
or balls for the artillery: will you please to inform the Governor of this

circumstance, and request a supply?

Respectfully, yours,

DAVID PAYSON.

Bath, June 18, 1814.

Sir: I now enclose, for the consideration of the Commander-in-Chief, a

letter from Brig. Gen. Payson. The people of Wiscasset being at this

time considerably alarmed, I have stated to Gen. Payson, in reply, that the

company might remain out until the pleasure of the Commander-in Chief is

known, which I hope to be advised of by return of mail.

I am, sir, respectfully, your ob't. servt.

WM. KING.
Hon. John Brooks.

No copy of any reply to the foregoing letter is furnished. The following
remarks apply to Col. Cutter's regiment.
No division or brigade orders for calling out Lt Col. Cutter's regiment,

except the company commanded by Capt. Erskine, appear to have been is-

sued. At the heads of the rolls they are chiefly represented to have been
ordered out by Lt Col. Cutter; but the orders he issued for that purpose, no
copies are furnished, nor any explanation as to the cause.

The companies commanded by Captains Nathaniel Morse and Jacob Auld
belonged to Lt Col. Eben. Thatcher's regiment of artillery, and appear to

have been in service, one of them at Wisoasset, and the other at Booth bay,

and, as is presumed, under the same circumstances as the regiment of Lt
Col. Cutter was. Of the orders for calling them out no copies have been
furnished.

As to the company commanded by Capt. Erskine, from the 21st to the

24th June, 1814, it appears that a regimental order, issued on the 2lst of

June, and whereby, the officers and privates were requieed to be assembled

immediately for marching; and by another like order, issued on the same
day, Capt. Erskine was directed to repair with the company under his com-

mand to Fowles's point, on Sheepscot river, and, when there, to make such

breastworks for the defence of the river as the situation would admit of.

The following extract from a letter of Maj. Gen. King, dated Bath, June

24th, 1814, and addressed to the Hon. John Brooks, the State Adjutant

General, relates to the several companies before noticed, belonging to Lt.

Cols. Cutter and Thatcher's regiments.

"On the 22d, in the morning, I proceeded to Wiscasset, and there receiv-

ed information that the enemy had been in the Damariscotta river and near

to the fort, which, however, they did not choose to attack. Being informed

that there were ten companies out for the defence of the town and various

narrow passes in the river below Wiscasset, an order for the discharge of all

but three companies was issued—the magistrates of the place, and some from

other towns, having requested this number of companies for their defence.

The officers whom I assembled to advise with, concurring with tlie magis-

trates in opinion, I did not think it my duty to discharge a larger number

until the pleasure of the commander-in-chief should be known, particularly

after being informed of the situation of the garrison. In order that I should
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be enabled to make up ati opinion understandingly, in relation to the nuni*

ber of men that should be retained in service at and near Wiscasset, I sent

for Captain Perry, the commanding officer of the fort, and requested him

to state to me what number of men he considered necessary to defend his

fort in case of an attack. His answer was, " one hundred at least." To
the question, "how many men have you in the fort?" he answered "eight."

Capt. Perry was informed, if he wanted more men, and would make the re-

quest, he should have them, his answer was that he had no instructions to

make any such request. I consider it necessary to state these facts, to show

that we are not only 7iot defended by the United States, but that there in

710 disposition to do it." •

The division order for discharging the militia is dated 22d June, and di-

rects Brig. Gen. Payson to detach the three companies it excepts from the

regiment of Lt. Col. Cutter, and to keep them on duty until further orders

from the Major General, unless, in the opinion of Gen. Payson, they might

sooner be dischai'ged, which would be as early as circumstances would

justify.

This order was followed by a brigade order of the same date, directing

Lt. Col. Cutter to discharge the companies on duty, with the exception be-

fore expressed, and to detail a field officer to command the battalion which

would be retained in service; and, by a regimental order, dated on the 23d
June, three companies were required to be detached from the several com-
panies of the regiment, in such portions as are therein designated; one of

them to be under the command of Captain McLean, and to be stationed at

Wiscasset; another of them to be under the command of Captain Tarbox,

and to be stationed at Fowles's point, on Jeremy Squam Island; and the oth-

er of them to be under the command of Captain Reed, and be stationed at

Booth bay; and Major McKown was directed to take charge of these de-

tached companies.

By a brigade order, issued by Brig. Gen. Payson, on the 25th June.

1814, Lt. Col. Cutter was required to discharge the troops doing duty at

Wiscasset, Squam Island, and Booth bay, except a sergeant's command at

each post, whose duty it would be to keep guard day and night; and rela-

tive whereto entries will be found in the statement as to militia employed
on guard duty.

The following remarks apply to the companies commanded by Captains

Daniel R. Adams, W. ]M. Reed, S. G. AV^ilson, and Jacob Auld, whose
services run into July, 1814.

On the 29th or 30th (the date being altered from the former to the lat-

ter) June, 1814, Gen. Paj'son appears to have issued a brigade order,

wherein, after noticing that a representation had been received from Booth
bay, of that place being threatened with invasion from a considerable force

of the enemy, and of the commanding officer there not having a force suf-

ficient, direction is given to Lt. Col. Cutter to order Capt. Wilson, with
the company under his command, to Repair immediately to Booth bay, and
report to Major McKown; and a regimental order to this effect appears to

have been issued by Lt. Col. Cutter, on the 30th June. Of the orders for

calling out the other companies, copies are not furnished. A letter of Gen.
King to the State Adjutant General, dated 4th July, 1814, mentions that

the British ship Tenedus had been at anchor in Booth bay harbor a week;
and that the ship's barges had been out every day, attempting a landing, but
bad been beaten oS in every instance.
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The company under the command of Lieut. Joseph Richards, appears to

have entered the service pursuant to a regimental order of the 20th June,
18 14, and is presumed to be the company referred to in the foregoing extract

from Gen. King's letter, as the one remaining in service and stationed at

various places.

The following remarks apply to Lieut. Col. Day's regiment.
In the regimental report made by Lieut. Col. Day, for the 30th June and

1st July, 1814, he has noted in the column of remarks as follows:

On the night of the 20th instant, at twenty minutes past one o'clock A.
IVI. our guards were attacked at Pemaquid Old Fort, by three of the enemy's
barges, supposed 300 men, when hailed by our guards, and immediately
commenced firing : succeeded, however, in driving them off. The barges

then proceeded to New Harbor, where they made an attempt to land at 10
minutes past 4 o'clock A. M. where they met with a warm reception by
our guards and militia; they were, however, beaten off, and supposed a^

number killed, as they were seen to fall. We had one man slightly wounded.
ROBERT DAY, 2d Reg. 2d Brig. Wth Div.

The following remarks apply to Sergeant James Blunt's command.
Il is remarked on the muster, as follows :

<' At 4 o'clock A. M. June 29,

the alarm gun was fired at Pemaquid Old Fort; proceeded there immediately
with a part of the company residing in this vicinity, and succeeded in driv-

ing the enemy, with other assistance, from our land; 30th June, the Com-
mittee of Safety thought proper for us to remain on duty for the present:

July 4th, 4 o'clock P. M., the fears of the inhabitants being generally sub-

sided, and the enemy having left these harbors, discharged the men under
my command, by and witli the advice of the select men and the Committee
of Safety of this town.
The company to which these men belonged formed part of Lieutenant

Co!. E. Thatcher's regiment of artillery. It would seem, however, by their

being comprehended in the regimental report of Lieut. Col. Day, before

noticed, that they were placed under his command; and it is manifested by
the companies of his regiment having been discharged on the 1st Jul)', that

no necessity existed, in his opinion, for keeping them longer in service.

They appear to have entered on duty one day earlier than the companies of

his regiment.

The following remarks apply to Capt. Simon Parker's company.
This company belonged to a regiment commanded by Lieut. Col. Samuel

Thatcher, who appears, on the 21st of June, 1814, to have issued a regi-

mental order, wherein, after referring to the general order of the Stale

Executive of the 3d Julv, 1812, and to certain division and brigade orders
for carrying the same into effect, direction is given for strict obedience to

these orders; and on the mu -ter roll, Lieut. Col. Thatcher has certified,

that, under his order of the 21st June, 1814, Captain Parker, the sergeants,

and privates, performed the duty mentioned in the roll; and that he, in the

opinion of the Lieut. Colonel, exercised his discretion very properly on the

occasion; the company is expressed to have been stationed at Friendsiiipj

but what the occasion was is not explained.

Marms at Camden.
Capt. Calvin Curtis's company, for the 22d and 23d June, 1S14.

Samuel Tolman's do do do *

Ashcr Palmer's do do do
do do 24th and 25th do
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out by a regimental order, issued by Lieutenant Colonel E. Foot, on the 2d
November, 1814, in consequence, as therein expressed, of "the enemy's
force, consisting of one frigate, one brig of war, and one bomb ketch, being
now off Camden, and their Commander having demanded of the citizens of

Camden the restoration of a sloop and cargo, seized by the officers of the

revenue, or the payment of j6 20,000, the amount of the vessel and cargo;

and having threatened, in case his demand is not compUed with, to de-

stroy the village of Camden, and lay waste the whole coast within his

command."
According to a letter of Lieutenant Colonel Thatcher to Colonel Sumner,

dated the 17th December, 1814, it would seem ihat the companies com-
manded by Captains Fuller, Crafton, Lindley, Parker, Andrews, and Ro-
binson, in November, 1814, were called out by a regimental order, issued

in his absence by Major Reed, on the 3d November, 1814. The cause of

the call is not explained ; but, as the companies were in service at Camden,
it is presumed to have been the same as is before set forth, with regard to

the companies of Lieutenant Colonel Foot's regiment.

As regards the services of i aptain Haskell's company, in November,
IS14, Lieutenant Colonel E. Thatcher has certified on the muster roll that

(he services were rendered in pursuance of an order issued by him. The
company is stated to have been stationed at Thomaston, an adjoining town
to Camden, and on the same occasion, it is presumed, for which the Militia

of Lieutenant Colonels Foote and Thatcher's regiments were called out,

Alarm at Mount Desert Island.

A part of Lieutenant Colonel John Black's regiment, from seven to nine

days, in March and April, 1813.

Aggregate expenditure - _ _ _ §537 64
Deduct overpayments - - - - 39 89

497 75
It is stated by A. Bradford, Esq., in his report of the 22d November,

1822, to the Executive of Massaohusetls, relative to the services of the Mi-

litia of said- State during the late war, that Colonel Black's regiment was or-

dered out in consequence of an alarm at Aiount Desert ; but what the cir-

cumstances were, that produced the alarm, are not stated.

Jilarm at Belfast.

Lieutenant Colonel Jacob Ulmer's Field and Staff, and ten companies,

from the 2d to-thc 21st September, 1814.

Aggregate expenditure .
_ - - .^5,455 30

Deduct payments for clothing - - S596 46

Do. * for use of arms - - 109 37

overpayments - - - 56 07 .

payments to officers for servants - 10 87
$112 11

vS4,682 53

The following letter, from Lieutenant Colonel Ulmer to the Adjutant Ge-

neral of the State, explains the circumstances under which he called out his

regiment on the 2d September, 1S14.

LiNCOLNViLLE, September 20, 1814.

Sin : On the second instant I was informed of the enemy's landing a force

9f about 500 or 600 men at Belfast, which is ten miles from my residence
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and immediately I ordered the regiment of Militia which I have the honor

to command, to be under arms and to march against him. I was, at the first

instance, informed they had marched to Hampden w^ith about 300 men, with

an intention to destroy the shipping on Penobscot river, i accordingly put

myself in motion, w^ith as many of my regiment as could immediately be

collected, to pursue him, and to co-operate with the force at Hampden. In

this I was disappointed ; having marched witliin ten miles of that place,

through woods, &.c. , I there learned, to mv great mortification, the total

defeat of all the Militia at that place. I th^n fell back to Belmont, five miles

from Belfast, and there encamped, waiting for reinforcements, (which I ex-

pected,) w'ith an intention then to attack the enemy, then in Belfast ; taking

care to cutoflfand prevent supplies going to him from the extensive country

round about there. On the sixth instant he precipitately embarked with his

whole force from Belfast, and we marched in and took the ground they had
lately left, expecting then an immediate attack would be made on Camden.
At that time, Colonel Cummings, with his regiment of the 11th division,

was encamped in Belmont with me. ^Ve being destitute of any genejal of-

ficer in the 10th division, I acted under the orders of Major General King,
of the 1 1th division, (who was on the spot,) and continued so to do until the

21st instant, when I received a communication from Colonel Sumner, ac-

companied with some additional remarks made by the bearer of said des-

patch, the original of which I enclose for your consideration and notice. I

must confess, to me it appears quite novel and unpleasant, to see George
Watson, or any private gentleman, not officially authorized, nor in any way
concerned in the Militia of this Commonwealth, interfering, or assuming
any unwarrantable command of any part of the 10th division, although they
unhappily arc at present in an unpleasant situation

;
yet I feel m3^self in

duty bound, and always ready, to obey any orders I may receive from my
superiors, and from proper authority In obedience to the despatch received
and alluded to, I have dismissed the regiment under my command, with
orders to hold themselves in readiness to march, at the shortest notice, wher-
erer they ,'may be ordered by His Excellency the Commander in Chief.

The effects produced by their discharge is, the almost daily passing of beet,

cattle, grain, and supplies of almost every description the country afibrds,

irom Belfast, and other ])laees in the vicinity of the Penobscot river, in large
quantities, bound towards the enemy at Castine; which, as I am credibly in-

formed, can be proved, and, I think, might be jn-evented, by vigilant Mili-
tia guards, stationed on and about the Penobscot river, in proper places. I

am extremely sorry to see so many as there appears to be in Belfast and its

vicinity, show such striking marks of favor for the enemy, and prejudices
against our own Militia, as evidently seen, with an intention to trade with
and supply the enemy all in tlieir power. The enemy at Castine frequently
send out their foraging parties and plunder the inhabitants, which they at-

tempted on the 23d instant, in Northport, with five barges. I met them
with a party of my regiment, and they were repulsed. Sometimes they
demand their fire arms, and at other' times such supplies as they may
want, frequently robbing houses, &c. Desertion from Castine has been
quite common, and I believe \\ ould be still more so, if there was any mili-
tary force on or near the Penobscot river, on this side, to secure and assist
them in their escape. I have taken the liberty to give you this informa-
rion, not wishing, or meaning, by any means, to dictate; but always ready
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to obey, and relying on his Excellency's doing all that can be done, for the

general good and securitv.

I have the honoV, sir, to be, with high consideration and esteem,

Your most obedient and very humble servant,

JACOB ULMER,
Lieut. Col. Com^dg 2d Reg. lit. Brig. lOt/i Biv. Mass. Militiur

Meneral John Brooks.

A copy of the communication referred to in the foregoing letter appears

lo have been forwarded by Col. Jjumner to the State Adjutant General,

prefaced by the following remarks:

Mr. George Watson has requested me to forward the enclosed papers.

In consequcuce of his representations, and other intelligence, and by the

advice of General Sewall, I wrote a letter, of which the folio ^ving is a

copy:
WiseASSET, Sept. 20th, 1814.

To Lt. Col. Ulmer:

Since I have arrived in this place, I have learned that you intend to take

(he responsibility of ordering out the troops of the 10th division, or a part

of them, to the Penobscot.

The change of circumstances on that river, wliich has become our East-

ern frontier, is such, that some general arrangement will be made by the

Government, for the regulation of the officers in that quarter From my
knowledge of the v^ews of the Government respecting that position, I think

no authority vested in the commanders on that station would be usefully

exercised by them, till they have special instructions from Head Quarters.

I therefore think that you had better report to the Commander in Chief the

situation of the people on that frontier, and act according to such directions

as you shall receive. •

Marm at Hampden.

Captain John Emery, Jun's company, for three days, in September, ISH.
Abraham Hill's
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Aggi-egatc expenditure - - - $ 16,500 6'

Deduct payments for clothing - - 1,765 68
do use of arms - 292 47

overpayments - - - 204 84
rations reduced - - 1,025 79
excess of rations - - 44 57
payments to officers for forage - 50 38-

do do servants 17 29
do do quarters

and fuel - - - 67 59
miscellaneous items ' - 2,162 17

5,630 78
— lO.SS'g 87

The foregoing militia appear to have heen called out by a division order

issued by Major General N. Goodwin, on the 17th September, 1814, and

to have been discharged under other like orders, issued by him on the 8th,

12th, and 15th October, 1814.

The circumstances occasioning the call are set forth in a written applica-

tion, made to General Goodwin, on the 13th September, 1814, by the se-

lectmen and committee of safety of the town of Plymouth; wherein, after

requesting him, pursuant to a vote at a town meeting held on that day, to

order out for the defence and protection of the town and its vicinity, such a

portion of the militia asheshould judge necessary for thepurpose, they proceed:

"the time having arrived, in our opinion, and that of all wise and prudent

men, that we are in danger of an invasion from the enemy, and it has be-

come imminent and alarming, there being a large British forc^; in our bay,

daily in sight from the town, taking and destroying even our little fishing

vessels; and they have landed at Brewster and other towns in the bay; put

some under heav}' contributions, and threatening others. Their boats and

barges have landed several times, one of which was sunk by the small fort

at the entrance of om- harbor; and, from information which we can fully rely

upon, it is the intention and determination of the squadron to attack our fort,

making a landing at the same time, and destroy the shipping at our wharves;

in doing which, they must destroy a great part of the town. Under these

impressions, the inliabitants of all ages and situations are moving into the

country with their families and effects. We do, therefore, think it indispen-

sably necessarv for you to call in some troops to our aid and assistance; such

a number as will be necessary to repel an attack. While you are affording

aid to other towns within your command, vve trust you will not leave us de-

fenceless at this critical and important crisis ; therefore, we rely on your
granting our request." Appended to this, there is the following note: "Not-
withstanding the foregoing application for assistance, (and many previous

ones,) it being my native town and place of residence, I did not order out

any troops before I consulted with his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief,
and the commissioners for the sea coast defence at Boston, personally, on the

subject.

Gen. Dearborn appears to have, on the 8th July, 1S14, made a requisi-

tion on Gov. Strong, for certain detachments of artillery and infantry, to be

placed at different posts on the sea-board of the State, and to remain in ser-

vice of the United States for three months. This requisition was complied
with by the State Executive, and the detachments were received into the'"-

United States' service, and were paid and supplied by the United States.
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This letter, and the rolls of the seven companies last before specitied, are

far from corresponding, so far as respects the number of militia in service at

New Bedford and Fairhaven, at the time the letter was written. According

to it, only about three hundred and fifty men were then under arms there;

whereas the rolls, the certificates of services on which arc not dated till some

months after the companies were discharged, exhibit a force which, with the

field and statT officers, exceeded 520.

Captain Isaac Lane's company of artillery, from the 29th June to the 9th

July, 1814.

Captain Nathaniel Wilder's company of infantry, from the 24th June to

the 10th Julv, 1814.

Captain Gain Shaw's company of infantry, from the 24th June to the 8th

July, 1814.

Capt. Joseph Cushman's company of Infantry, from the 24th June to the

10th July, 1814.

Major Levi Peirce and Staff, from the 23d June to the 10th July, 1814.

The company of artillery, and three companies of infantry last mentioned,

were called out by division orders, issued by Major General N. Goodwin,

on the 21st June, 1814, in consequence of the letter of Lieutenant Colonel

Lincoln, to him before set forth, and to which he appears to have replied as

follows

:

Head Quarters, Plymouth^ 22dJune, 1814.

Your letter, by express, I have this moment received, stating the situa-

tion of your place requires all your energy in these difficult times. I flat-

ter myself you are competent to the duty imposed, and presume, should

the enemy attempt an attack, you will give a guod account of them. Un-
der the present excitement, I think you are justified in calling in the troops

to your aid and assistance in defence of the place. You will retain them

no longer than the exigency of the case requires, and, being on the spot, you

must be the best judge
Upon your representation, and considering the weakness of the United

States' garison, together with the possibility of an attack from the enemy, I

have ordered the company of artillery from Norton, and a battalion of in-

fantry, under the command of a major, from Col Abiel Washburn's regi-

ment, being the nearest your place, to be placed under your command, as

by the order enclosed.

You will direct the troops to mount guard day and night. If more re-

mains than is necessary for that purpose, you will place them in the fort,

with a sufficient number of others to man that fortress, by permission of the

commanding officer there, as it appears that the United States' troops sta-

tioned there are insufficient to defend it. Should the number of troops that

I have ordered, in your opinion, be insufficient for the defence of New Bed-
ford and its vicinity, you will order a further supply or detachment from
your regiment, from those most remote, or from those residing nearest you,
belonging to the second brigade. In case you should be invaded, upon any
alarm, I presume the militia generally would march to your assistance: or-

ders have been already given to that purpose. You will dismiss the troops,

or most part thereof, when you shall judge the safety of the place will per-

mit. But as necessity obliges us, for our defence, to make those supplies

of men, &c. which, in justice and good faith, should have been made by the

General Government, we must have strict regard to economy, and no ex-

pense should be incurred, but what, in your opinion, is indispensable. Upop
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tiie arrival of the above detachment, you can dismiss some that are there, if

you judge expedient, and call in others. You must exercise your judgment.
I hope soon to hear from you.

NATHANIEL GOODWIN,
Major General oth Division.

To Lieut. Col. Bexj. Lincoln, 2d Brigade.

Captain Wm. Nye's company, from the 30th June to the 10th July, 1814.
Captain Silas Shepard's do. Slh July 25th do.

Captain Giles G. Chase's do. do. do. do.

As to the companv in service from tlie 30th June to the 8th July, under
command ofCapt. 'Sye, no explanation is furnished. It was probably called

out to relieve the other company that had been commanded by him, and
which was discharged on the 29th June. The companies of Captains Shep-
ard and Chase belonged to the third regiment, and the reason for calling

them out appears in the following letter:

New Bediord, 3d July, 1814.

Sir: Agreeably to your orders, the detachment from Col. Washburn's
regiment have arrived, under the command of^Iajor Peirce, also the artille-

ry from Norton, and are on duty. Their prompt attention to order and dis-

cipline does them honor. I have to state, however, that, in consequence of

j'our instructions, I have ordered out two companies from the third regiment
in this brigade, being nearest to us, for the purpose of relieving those now
on duty from the serond regiment, and to supply the place of others dis-

charged; it being my opinion the number on duty is inadequate for the de-

fence of so important a place as this, having already had a great proportion
of the troops from the second regiment on duty, the pressing calls of their

families and little plantations, were such as induced me to discharge more
than I otherwise should. Last evening I received a communication from
Capt. Shepard and Col. Deane, of the third regiment, which induces me to

think they will not join as ordered. We have only 3S0 men, officers inclu-

ded, have hove up a battery* at the Smoking Rocks, to annoy the enemy,
should they again attempt to enter our harbor. We need some lumber to

complete the battery, and to mount the guns that we have taken out of some
vessels in the river: wish to know if I should be justiticd in procuring the

same. The commandant of the United State;?' garrison is opposed to the

militia being quartered there. If that fortress is to be defended, it must be

without the walls: there is not men sufficient to defend it. Should the ene-

my get possession, they will command beth sides of the river. The enemy
are in sight of the harbor continually.

Yours,
BENJAMIN LINCOLN, Lieut. Col.

To General Goodwin.

To the foregoing letter, the following reply appears to have been sent:

Head Quarters, Plymouth, -it/i July, 1S14.

The Major General extremely regrets the necessity of retaining in ser-

vice so large a detachment of the militia, for the defence of New Bedford,

and its vicinity. On the arrival of the two companies you have detached

from the third regiment, and second brigade, you will discharge the troops

belonging to the 4th regiment, lir-^t brigade, under the command of Major
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Pierce. Should your force be insufficient to protect your town, the number

must be augmented by a new draft, it being extremely inconvenient for far-

mers to be long absent from home at this busy season of the year.

By order of the Major General 5th Division.

N. HAYWARD, ^9id de Camp.
To Lieut. Col. Benj. Lincoln.

Captain Wm. Nye's company, from the 25th Jul}^ to the 6th Aug. 1814.

Captain Reuben Swift's company, from the 25th July to tlie 12tli August,

1814.

The commencement of service of these two companies, agreeing with the

date at which the detanhmeut, referred to in the following letter, was to enter,

they are presumed to have been part thereof : no other explanation in relation

to the call ofthem into service can be found in any of the documents furnished.

New Bedford, Jiili/ 21st, 1814.

Sir : Nothing of much importance has occurred since you left this

place, excepting a small affair at Westport harbor. On Friday night

last, a British barge, with 30 or 40 men, entered there ; but our small

guard stationed there, being vigilant, after exchanging a few rounds with

them, they thought best to return to the ship. The British force in our

Sound has been recently augmented. I have this day ordered a detach-

ment of 170 men, (officers included,) Monday next, from the 3d regiment

;

and shall discharge those on duty from the 2d regiment : have stationed

18 at Slocum's river, and reduced the guard on Scouticut Point to 4, with

tar barrels, and placed the others in various places. The whole number of

troops is 210, artillery included. A considerable alarm has been excited by
the augmentation of the British force off the harbor; and the recent arrival

of the privateer Yankee, which has been very mischievous to the enemy,
and their determination to obtain her, keeps them off here in expectation

of taking her. I am strongly importuned by our citizens to call in more
force, and I wish your instructions on that head. If troops are taken,.! would
suggest the propriety of taking them from the interior. The inhabitants

met yesterday, and agreed to furnish me with materials to complete the

small fort, also a guard boat.

Yours, &c.

BENJ. LINCOLN, Lf. Col.

Gen. Goodwin.

As appears by the foregoing letter and the following one, General Goodwin
had personally visited New Bedford, and had given directions for a reduction

of the force under Lieutenant Colonel Lincoln's command, to about 100
men ; he notwithstanding kept in service nearly double that number.

Head Quarters, Plymouth^ July 23d, 1814.

Sir : I should have written you before this, had I not waited for an an-
swer from the Adjutant General, which I have not yet received. But, sir,

I presume you have discharged the detachment of guards doing duty at

Russell's Mills, and reduced the others at Westport and Ponigansett, and
also the troops from the 3d regiment, and called in some of the 2d regiment
to supply their places, (in part,) agreeably to my directions when I left you,
and you will retain no more troops than is sufficient for guards, sentinels,

&c. viz: 40 for the harbor, cove, sentinels at Russell's Mills, and head of
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the river; 40 to be stationed at the fort; 40 at Ponigansett and Westport
;

making in the whole about 100. I expect orders daily respecting the distri-

bution of the troops, and will give you information. You will observe, by
orders accompanying this, that part of the detachment is to be stationed at

Fairhaveii. You will lose no time or exertion in having the detachment
from your brigade completed, and marched to the place of rendezvous, as

directed : to expedite the business, forward you 50 general orders, and 60
blank rolls, to be distributed.*

Yours, with due respect,

NATH'L GOODWIN,
Maj. Gen. 5th Division.

Lt. Col. Bekj. Lincoln.

N. B. You will endeavour to cultivate harmony with the officer com-
manding the United States' fort, that you may act in concert in case of an
attack.

On the 29th July, 1814, General Goodwin appears to have replied to the
foregoing letter of Lf. Col. Lincoln of the 21st, and of that reply the fol-

lowing are extracts : <<I received yours of the 21st, with its enclosures ; I

am sorry you ordered so large a number of men from your regiment; they
cannot be wanted ; I stated to you in my last, of the 23d inst. a number
that 1 imagined necessary, and is about the same number of men, as when
wiih you. On the arrival of the detached artillery and infantry, you will

discharge Captain Hall's (Stall's) company of artillery, and all the troops

doing duty at Fairhaven and New Bedford, excepting the sentinels neces-
sary to be detained, as named to you in my last; those, with the assistance

of night signals, viz : 9 at Scouticut, 6 at foot of the rocks, 3 at Lighthouse
Point, 3 at the westerly point of the cove, 10 row guard across the cove to

Dartmouth shore, 3 up the cove, 3 at Russell's Hill, 3 at the head of the
river, 21 at Dartmouth and Ponigansett, varying their positions as you may
judge best. I am happy to be informed your committee are to supply mate-
rials to enable you to finish your little fort. I hope soon to hear they have
manned it with exempts; surely they cannot be so blind to their own inter-

est, safety, security, and protection, as not to do it.

The detached artillery and infantry referred to, were called out on the
requisition of General Dearborn, and will be hereafter more particularly

noticed.

Captain Noah Reed's company, from the 10th August to tlie 10th Sep-
tember, 1814.

To this company, the following letter is presumed to have reference :

New Bedford, July 3lsi, IS 14.

Sir : To relieve the troops we have now on duty from my regiment, I

have this day ordered a detachment from the 4th regit^ient, one company of
77 men, (officers included,) which was our only alternative, or be left with-
out men. Should this proceeding not suit 3-our approbation, you will please
give immediate advice, and the order shall be countermanded. The people
here are all very much alarmed : it is reported that an expedition is fittin"-

bj the enemy for this place, which I hope will prove to be nothing but

^ report. •

In haste, T am, yours, with respect,

BEN.T. LINCOLN, /./. Co/.

Gen. Goodwin.
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On the 8th and 9th of August, 1814, a company of infantry commanded
bj'^ Captain Kingman, and a detachment of artillery commanded by Lieuten-

ant Lane, constituting together (including officers) a force of nearly 90 men,
(being parts of certain militia detachments called out pursuant to a requisi-

tion of General Dearborn upon Governor Strong, and which were received

into the service of, and were paid and supplied by, the United States) ar-

rived at Fairhaven, and remained stationed there till November, and where
too a detachment of regular troops, consisting of a lieutenant and about 20
men, were also stationed from J.,.ne to November. i

Captain Joseph Reed's company, from the 6th September to the 6th Oc-
tober, 1814.

This company is represented in a letter of Lieutenant Colonel Lincoln to

General Goodwin, dated 3d September, 1814, to have been, agreeably to

the general's ciders, detached from the 3d regiment for one month, to re-

lieve those of the 4th regiment. The colonel mentions, that he had dis-

charged all the men from Westport, and had then on duty at Clark's Cove,

Scouticut, with signals; in all 69.

Captain Samuel Wilbor's company, from the 27th September to the 18th

October, 1814.

Captain Seth Staple's company, from the 27th September to the 20th Oc-

tober, 1814.

Captain John Hood's company, from the 25th September to the 19th Oc-
tober, 1814.

Captain Joseph Watson's company, from the 25th September to the 30th
October, 1814.

Major E. Hunt's company, from the 30th September to the 19th Octo-

ber, 1814.

Major Genei'al N. Goodwin appears to have issued, on the 19th Septem-

ber, 1814, a division order, requiring Lt. Col. Lincoln to detach one ma-
jor, 4 captains, 4 lieutenants, 4 ensigns, and 280 non-commissioned officers

and privates, to be formed into 4 companies, and stationed at New Bedford,

Fairhaven and vicinity, and to have accompanied the order with a letter, of

which the following is a copy:

Plymouth, SeptejJiber 19, 1814.

Enclosed is an order, providing for the defence of your place. I believe

the time has arrived that we must make preparation to defend ourselves, be-

ing left by that Government who is bound in duty and good faith to protect

us. The late depredations of the enemy, by their unheard of mode of war-

fare, not practised by any civilized nations, leave us no hopes or expectation

of lenity from them. We are left to make every exertion in our power, to

repel a hostile invading foe. I hope the late disasters will teach them mode-
ration, and a just sense of propriety. They, by way of excuse, say, we set

them the example. They have landed at Eastham, and taxed the salt works
v^l200; also, at Brewster, $4,000. If you can give Major Pope the com-
mand of this detachment, I presume you will. Last week, in Boston, Gen-
eral Dearborn informed me he had consented to the exchange of Kingman-
It is highly important to have a good officer to command that fortress. Sup-

pose the term of the last detachment from the 3d regiment has nearly ex-

pired. You will use your own judgment respecting detaining them till that

time. You will make the detachment from that part of your brigade most(
remote, if compatible with your former drafts of duty: not make a general

detail. Should you be assailed by the enemy, you will alarm the country—

•
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do not neglect your night signals. I have received no answer to my two
last letters of the 20lh August, and 3d inst.

NATH'L GOODWIN,
Major General.

Col. B. Lincoln.

For the discharge of the last mentioned detachment, a division order, ot

^vhich the following is a copy, was issued:

^ Head Quarters,

Plymouth, \5th October, 1814.

In compliance with orders received from the Commander-in-Chief, you
are hereby directed to discharge, immcliately, the four companies of mili-

tia now doing duty at New Bedford, Fairhaven, and its vicinity, that were
detached agreeably to my order to you of the 19th of September last. If

you want troops to defend your place, your committee will apply directly

to the Commander-in-Chief, he having resumed all the power to himself,

and most properly; at least I presume so, by the late order. You will ad-
vise me of the receipt of this by the first mail.

NATH'L GOODWIN,
Major General 5th Division.

To Col. B. Lincoln, New Bedford.

Lieut. Col. B. Lincoln, and part of his Field and Staff, for different

periods between the 13th of June and the 18th of October, 1814.

Major General N. Goodwin, for extra services performed by him between
the 16th of June and the 16th of November, 1814.

The services of Gen. Goodwin and Col. Lincoln, and the field and staff

officers of his regiment, are connected with the different detachments that

were called into service at New Bedford, &c..

Agregale expenditure oh account of the foregoing detachments at New
Bedford, &c. - - - 1121,538 17

Deduct payments for clothing - 2,318 62
do use of arms - 392 68

overpayments - - 400 85
rations reduced - - 905 46
excess of rations - - 263 28
payments to officers for forage 8 90

do do servants 33 98

do do quarters

and fuel - - 8 33

miscellaneous items - 3,059 26
7,391 36

14,146 81

At Portland.

Captain E. Andrew's company, from the 1th of July to the 2d Sept. 1S14.

Aggregate expenditure _ - . S 2,843 09
Deduct payments for clothing - 343 64

overpayments - - 62 73
excess of rations - - 56 20
miscellaneous items - - 14 25

476 82
2.366 27
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As regards this company, the information contained in the following copies

and remarks have been collected from the documentary testimony, &c.

To His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

Portland, June 22, 1814.

The undersigned, the selectmen and others, a committee of general

safety and defence, of- the town and harbor of Portland, respectfully ac-

quaint your Excellenc}'^, that, considering the great consternation and alarm

which universally prevail among the inhabitants of this town, the com-

mittee, as instructed by the town, applied to Brigadier General Alford

Richardson, the senior officer of this division, for a militar}^ force, for the

immediate defence of the town and harbor; to which General Richardson

made the reply of which a copy is enclosed. General Richardson, it

seems, does not feel himself authorized to act under any emergencies

whatever, with his existing orders; although he does conceive that the

commanders of the Portland regiment of infantry and battalion of artillery

are authorized to act. Yet these commanders consider they have no au-

thority, unless it be previously vested in their superiors; and they, there-

fore, cannot comply with the request of the town, in ordering out two
companies of Infantry.

Under these circumstances, we are constrained to beg your Excellency,

in the most earnest termi, to issue an order for two or more companies of

infantry, forthwith to be ordered out. The principal part of the United
States' forces have marched off.

The inhabitants are removing their goods and effects out of town, in con-

sequence of our want of preparations of defence. In fine, a universal con-

sLernation prevails, and the inhabitants, unless better protected, will, gen-
erally, remove their families and effects.

A full meeting of the town was held on Monday last, and the committee
act by order and vote of the town.

Such is our defenceless condition, that we want a permanent force as

long as these threatened circumstances of invasion exist.

We have the honor to be.

With the most respectful consideration,

Your obedient servants,

DANIEL TUCKER,
JOS. H. INGRAHAM,
COTTON B. BROOKS,
PETER WARREN, y
LExMUEL WEEKS,
ROBERT ILSLEY,
A. W. ATHERON,

North Yarmouth, June 31, 1814.

Sir: Yours of yesterday has this moment been handed me, in which
you observe that the danger of invasion is now so imminent, the commit-
tee of safety desire me immediately, if I shall conceive myself properly au-
thorized, under the general order of July 3, 1812, to order a detachment
of two companies to be made to serve in the interim, while an answer ibC

expected from his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, I do not con^

i I So

** 1^ >

^ I '^ fc .^^ E a2 -.^x a<
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»!feive that I am authorized, by said general order of 3d July, 1812, to or-

der a detachment in any case; but do conceive that Lieut Col. Nichols and
Major Weeks are clothed with all the power necessary to call out the
troops under their commands, or any portion of them, "in case of actual

invasion, or such imminent danger thereof as will not admit of delay." If

said general order has been complied wiih, the troops in tlie neighborhood
of Portland are in constant readiness to assemble and march to llic defence of
any point the enemy may choose to attack.

As senior and commanding officer of the 12th division, I shall cheer-

fully co-operate in every necessary and proper measure to be taken for the

defence and safety of the town of Portiand, and promptly carry into efl'ect

any orders that I may receive from Ills Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief, for that purpose.

I am, sir, very rcspecifully,

ALFORD RICHARDSON.
Daniel Tucker, Esq.

Chairman of the Cominittee of Safety, Portland.

At foot of the official copy of the general order of the 16th June, 18T4,
referred to at the head of this statement, it is noted that a copy thereof was
sent to General Richardson on the 24th of that month; and by his orderly
book, it appears that, on the same day, the letter next hereinafter set forth,

giving additional instructions, was written to him.

Adjutant General's Office,

Boston, June 24. 1814.

Sir: Since my letter to you of this date was written, I have thought that

some special notice of the town of Portland might be expected. The com-
mittee of safety of that town express strong wishes that two companies may
be stationed there. The Commander-in-Chief had flattered himself that a

measure of that sort would not have been required, as he learnt from Gene-
ral Cushing, on Saturday last, that two companies of United States' troops

were retained at that post, in consequence of the menacing movements or
the British crnisers on that part of our maritime frontier.

However this may be, the subject is referred to your discretion, and the

Commander-in-Chief entertains no doubt that the result will jus'ify the con-

fidence he places in your judgment. That some force ma}- with j^ropriety be

called out as a guard for that town, is indisputable, and the sooner tlie m- a-

sure is adopted, the better. I recommend to you an immediate^ interview

with the selectmen and committee of safety.

I am, very respectfully, sir.

Your obedient servant,

J. BROOKS, ^djt. Gen.

To Brigadier General Alford Richardson.

Portland, June 27, 1814.

Sir: The undersigned, the selectmen and others, a committee of general

safety and defence of the town and harbor of Portland, appointed by

the town at the last annual town meeting, having addressed leturs to the

Commander-in-Chief, the Adjutant General, and yourself, upon the ex-

posed situation of this place, and, Ihuling that the Governor h;i.s entrusted

the defence of this town and neighborhood to your discretion, we beg

8
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leave to call your immediate attention to the defence of Portland, tlie ship-

ping and other property exposed to the predatory depredations of the ene-

my now Oil onr coast, burning and carrying off such effects as ccuie within

their reach: and we are of opinion that two companies of infantry are in-

dispensably necessary for this purpose
"VVe are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants,

UANIKL TUCKER, ^
JOS. H. INGR.UL\M, Co.nnlUee of
COTTON B. BROOKS, - «

PETKR WARREN,
|

''"•'J'^-'-

LEMUEL WEEKS, J

Brig Gen. Alfobd Richardson,
North Yarinouth.

'On tJ:ie 28th June, 1814, Gen. Richardson, by a division order, directed

the detaching, forthwith, of one captain, one lieutemait, one ensign, four

sergeants, four corporals, one drummer, one fifer, and 64 privates, to form

one company, for the service of the State, for 60 days, and to march to the

towii -oi Portland, and report themselves to Major VVeclcs, who was re-

quesied to make such disposition of them as he should judge most conducive

to the safety of the place, after advising uith the selectmen and committee

of general safety and defence of said town and harbor, until further orders.

Under this order, Capt. Andrews' company appears to have entered on duly;

and anotlier division order of Gen. Richardson, issued on the 29th August,

1814, required its discharge on the 2d Sept. then next, and when it appears

to have- been discharged accordingly.

In the beginning of August, 1814, about 200 infantry and artillery, under

Majors Rogers and Weeks, (being part of certain detachments which
wfie furnishi d on the requisition of Major General Dearborn, and were re-

ceived into the xervice of, and paid and supplied by, the United States,) en-

tered on duty aT Forts Scammel and Preble, in the harbor of Portland; and
wiien it would seem by the application hereafter set forth, to have been con-

templated by General Richar ison to discharge Captain Andrews' company,
and from then so doing, he was probably deterred by the representation

therein made.

P0RT1.AND, August 6, 1814.

Sir: The undersigned committee of general safety and defence for the

town and harbor of Portland, having understood that you had it in contem-
plation to discharge the detachment of miiitia now performing duty at Fort
Burrows, beg leave to slate their reasons wivy said detachment should be
continued on duty the remaining part of the term for which they were de-
tached.

1st. The cause of alarm and dangers of invasion have by no means de-
creased since the application was made for a detachment. On the co;itrary,

it IS k'lown that an expedition is filling out from Halifax, and it is at least as

probabie that its destination is for this as any other place.

2d. The ilf.tachment ordered into the service of the United States, it is

understood, is to be the whole force to defend Forts Preble and Scammel,
as the rest of the United Slates' troops are to be withdrawn: consequently^ (

tbe town will not be benefited by even a guard from this military force.
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3d. If this detachment is disbanded, it will subject the town to the ex-
pense of a military watch; which is a burthen that ought not to be thrown
on the town, ata time when it issul)jeclcd to cxtraordimuy expenditures.

4th. The detachment can, for the remaining term of service, which is un-
derstood to be less than a month, be very advantageously employed; a part

of the lime on fatigue, to complete the works at Fnrt Burrows, and throw
up a breast-work on Fish Point, for the better security, in time ot attack, of
thf heavy ordnance on travelling carriages. The town is ai this moment
mounting a 32 and 24-poun(ler, at their own risk, to be placed at Fort Bur-
rows, as a further safeguard to that post.

Stli. The detachment having undergone all the inconveniences of nssem-

bling for the defence of the town, would it not be good poiic}', even ;is it

respects the militia, to let them sei've out the lust month, that ihey may
draw pay for the expected term of service? it certainl}' would be nore sa-

tisfactory to the men; and encouragement to the militia, in these tunes, is a

very desirable object, although it would not be propei" to continue llie de-

tachment for this reason only.

Capt. Andrews will pay strict attention to the drill and discipline of his

men; and the advantages to be gained in this way will, in a degree, indemjii-

fy the Commonwealth for the expenses.

It cannot, it is conceived, be an object with the State Government, in

competition with the safety ot a town like this, to incur the trifling expense

of one company, as a guard to the town, so long as the present state of

alarm and anxiety exists among the irhal^itants.

We trust, sir, you will think proper to continue, under all these circum-

stances, the present det ichment on duty, to the expiration of the two months.
We are, with great esteem and respect, your obedient servants,

DANIEL TUCKER, ^
JOS. H. INGRAHAM, I

PETER WAKRExX, U^orornUtee of

ROBERT ILSLEY, '

A. W. ATHERTON,
J

Gen. Richardson.

t/9t Fortland—Contintied.

Lt. Col. Joseph E. Foxcroft's regiment, from the 10th to 24th Sept. 1814.
Josiah Hobb's do.

Johii Burbank's do.

Martin Nicliolls' do.

Major L. Weeks' staff

Brig. (rcn. James Irish and his stall',

Colunel William R\ erson's rcginient

Samuel Holland's do.

Cyrus Carter's do.

Major John Greenwood's battalion

Alden Blossom's do.

James Steele's regiment
Brig. Gen. John Turner and his staff

John ilcrAliilan do.

:Major Gen. A. Riehard.son do. 8th to 9th Nov

Sth to 20th
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place, in consequence of the increasing forces of the enemy, the destruction

of the capital, the taking of Eastport, Castine, and Belfast, and the appre-
hension of an immediate invasion, that he would order a laige detachment
from said division, for the defence of the town and harbor of Portland, or-

ders that one thousand two hundred and fifty-three men, including officers,

be detached from the infantry of the 12th division, to remain in service until

the first day of October next, unless sooner discharged.

By order of Brigadier General Alford Richardson, senior and command-
ing officer of the 12th division.

EDWARD RUSSELL, BHg. Maj. \si. Br.

At an adjournment of the meeting of the magistrates, selectmen, and
committee of safety, Tuesday, September 6, 1814,

It was voted, that Brigadier General Irish be requested forthwith to order

out the whole brigade under his command, to repair direct to Portland, for

its defence; and there to make the detachment of his quota of two regiments,

and to remain there. until relieved by other troops.

By order of the meeting,

DANIEL TUCKER, Chairman.
Brig. Gen, Irish, Gorham.

Portland, September 1, 1814.

Sir: You will, with all possible despatch, carry the within request into

immediate effect.

JAMES IRISH, Jun.

Brig. Gen. 2(1 Brig. \2th Division.

Maj. Francis Osgood.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Division Orders.

Portland, September^ 10, 1814.

Brig. Gen. James Irish, Jr. of the 2d brigade, will retain the troops of

his brigade, now in Portland, vnitil further orders.

Brigade Major Russell will transmit this order.

ALFORD RICHARDSON,
Brig. Gen. commanding \2tk Division-

Adjutant Gkneral's Office,

Boston^ September, 9, 1814.

• "Sir I have received your letter, dated the 7th instant. The state of

your frontier, now the British forces have fallen down Penobscot, must be

not only in a state of alarm, but of danger. The orders under which you

have been acting, have been discretionary. They rr.ust be so still. And
should a large force menace Portland, you must call on both Brigadiers,

Turner and Mc ISIillan, of the 13th division, for such a part of their force

as you may need; they will boih be prepared for the call. It is possible

that one of the Commander-in-Chief's aids may shortly be with you. In
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the mean time you must exercise your discretioii, and act with vigor. You
will receive herewith, a commission for Paymaster Lobdell.

I am, very respectfully, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

J. B:;00KS, ^dj. Gen.
To Major Gen. AlfoUd Richardson.

Adjutant General's Office.

Boston, Septemberf 9, 1814,

Sik: As an attack on some part of the sea-coast, of the 12th division, may
soon be expected, that may require more force than the militia of that division

can furnish. Major General Richardson has been di'-ected to apply to you
for such a part of your brigade as he may need as a reinforcement. It is the

order, therefore, of nis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, that, in the

event of a requisition from Major Gen. Richardson, you forthwith comply
with the same, and cause the troops ordered out to march with all possible

despatch to the place he shall point out.

I am, very respectfully, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

J. BROOKy, ^dj. Gen.
To Brigadier Gen. John Turner.

P. S. I have sent an order to Gen. McMillan, to the same effect as this,

'-vith this difference, that it is to march to the aid of the 6th division.

Head Quarters,

12th Uic'ision, Mass. tmlitia,

Portland, September, 11., 1814.

Sir: By a letter received this morning from the Adjutant General, I am
directed to call on you and Brigadier General McMillan, for such part of

your force as I may need, should a large force menace Portland. The Brit-

ish liave left Penobscot, with the most of their force, an<t have been, as I un-
derstand, reinforced. This town is in daager of being attacked every hour.

The services of the troops of your brigade, as well as the whole of the 13th
division, may be wanted as soon as they can possibly arrive here. You will,

therefore, be pleased to have j'^our troops on the march to this town as soon
as possible.

I am, &c.

ALFORD RICHARDSON, Maj. Gen.
Brigadier Gen. John Turner.

On the 19th September, 1814, Major Gen. Richardson issued an order
for the forming a detachment from the troops then assembled at Portland,
for the United States' service; and the particulars of which will be found set

/orlh in the statement as to militia called into service. by the State Executive.
That detachment appears not to have been fully organized before the 25th
or 2Gth of September, 1814; at, or previous to which time, the services of
the militia assembled at Portland, and not included in the detachment, had
ceased, with the exception of those of Gen. Richardson and his staff, which
continued till the 9th November, 1814, and those of two artiller}' companies,
and the staff of Major Weeks, who commanded them, which terminated on
the 27th October, 1814^
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At Bulky IViscasset, ^'C.

Lieutenant Samuel H. Rogers' detachment, from the 22d June, to the 5tli

July, IS 14.

In the letter of ^Tlajor Gen. King, to the State Adjutant (reneral, dated

the 24th June, 1814, an extract whereof is set forth in the statement relative

to miUtia called out ^t an alarm at Bath and its vicinity, reference, il will be

seen, is made to a detachment of 40 inen, excepted out of an order issued

on the 21st of that month, for the discharge of certain niililia, on duty al

^ the United States' fort, at the mouth of the Kennebec river, and on the op-

posite side of that river, and which waste he continued in service at tJic re-

(juest of the lieutenant of the fort.

Another order ajjpears to have been issued by Glmi. King, on the 22d

June, 1814, in wliieh i'.e directs the discharge of all except 20 men, who
were to remain in that fort. Under this order, Lieut. Rogers' detiichment

was made, and under another division order, issued by Gen. King on the

5ir. July, it was then discharged.

On the 27th June, 1814, a letter appears to have been written by General

King to the State Adjutant General, an extract of which follows: in it, more
than one leitcr of the 23d from the State Adjutant General, is, it will be ob-

served, referred to, but oidy one of that date is produced, and which, with

slight variations, is of the same import as the general order of ttie IGth June,

1814, noticed at the head of this statement.

" Your letters, under date the 23J instant, are now before me. No more
of the militia have been retained in service than is necessary to guard the

various points and narrow passes on the river. When we were first alarm-

ed, some of the companies were ordered into the forts, which were almost

destitute of men, presuming they would he more useful there than in any
other situation. But as I had no instructions that would authorize me to

place them under the command of any officer of the United States, they

were, therefore, when in these forts, under the command of their own offi-

cers. It is so manifestly improper, that, in the same fort, there should be

officers acting independently of each other, that, unless it is the intention of

the Government of the United States immediately to place the necessary

number of men in the forts at Georgetown, Edgecomb, and Damariscotta,

the most acceptable service they can render the people on these rivers, is to

withdraw what troops they have, as interested individuals could do more
voluntarily, than there is now done by the Untted States, and these persons

would act at least in concert with the vnilitia." In the reply of the State

Adjutant General to this letter, dated 1st July, 1814, Gen. King was in-

structed as follows: '' In relation to any posts occupied b}- the United

States' troops as forts, I am instructed by the Commander-in-Chief to ob-

serve to j-ou, tliat, -should application for aid, in case of danger from the ap-

proach of an enemy, be made to yon by the officers commanding them, from

an authority derived from the Pesident of the Ignited States, you forthwith

furnish the number of men required. It will not be expected, however,

that an officer of the militia, of superior grade to the United States' officer

commanding at an}- such post, should be assigned to that service. The idea

of two independent commands at one military station is absurd. Among
officers of the same grade, precedence to the national commission will be

|L expected, but beyond this, I presume, the United States' Government
would never oxact a concosBion. 1m fi.rrnisbin<j; men \<> reinforcr and dc-
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fend a fort, commanded, for example, by a Captain of the United States*

Arm}', no officer of the militia, above that grade, should be detailed for

that duty. Between General Gushing and myself, two opinions on this

subject did not exist, and all arrangements contemplated by us were intend-

ed to comport with this principle."

Capt. Jos. Duston's company, from the 27th June to the Uth July, 1814.

Do do" 9lh July to the 27th do
Capt. Wm. Torry's do 25th July to the 6th Aug. do

By a division order, issued by Major General William King on the 24th ^
June, 1814, Brigadier General McCobb was required to detach from his

brigade one full company of infantry, for the defence of the town of Bath
and the vicinity, to be stationed at such place or places as he m'ght think

best, and to be continued in service until the pleasure of the Commander-
in-chief should be known. Under this order, and brigade and regimental

orders, issued pursuant thereto, the first mentioned company, commanded
by Captain Duston, entered on duty. On the 2d July, he issued another

division order, wherein, after mentioning that the detachment then on duty
had been ordered to be furnished at less notice than would have been con-

venient to the soldiers, direction is given for discharging them, except the

commissioned officers, after having served 15 days; and, also, for General
McCobb's ordering out another detatchment of the same number of non-
commissioned officers and privates, to take the place of those to be discharged.

Agreeably to this order, and to brigade and regimental orders issued in

consequence thereof, the second company under Captain Duston's com
mand was detached; and having entered on service, the first company was,

by a brigade order, issued on the 11th July, then discharged. General Mc
Cobb, by another division order, of the 18th July, was directed to detach

a full company, with the requisite number of officers, to relieve the detach-

ment then out, which was to be discharged after having performed 15 days'

service, or as soon after as the detachment then ordered should be on duty.

Conformably to this order, and to brigade and regimental orders issued in

compliance therewith, the company of Captain Torrey was detached; and
on the 27th July, (it having jjreviously entered on duty) the second com-
pany of Captain Duslon was, by a brigade order then issued, discharged.

On the 8th July, 1814, a requisition appears to have been, made upon
Governor Strong, by Major General Dearborn, for certain militia detach-

ments, to be placed at dificrent posts on the sea-shore of the State, and to re-

main in service of the United Slates for three months. This requisition was
complied with, and the detatchments were paid and supplied by the Unit-
ed States. Their services appear to have commenced early in August; and,

by a division order of Major General King, dated on the 2d of that month,
Brigadier General McCobb was re(juired to order the portion thereof from
his brigade to proceed to the garrison at Phipsburg, and there observe such
orders as might be received from General Dearborn; and to discharge the
militia then on duty in the State service, on the 5th August, when a brigade

order for discharging Captain Torrey's company appears to have been issu-

ed; and on the following day it was discharged.

As to the circumstances occasioning the call of the companies of Cap-
tains Duston and Torrey into service, it appears that a requisition or peti-

tion, signed by the selectmen of the town of Bath, nine justices of the peace,
j

and twelve other persons, was presented to General King, of which the

tollovwng is a copy :
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'^ Bath, June 24, 1814.

'-At a meeting of the selectmen of the town of Bath, in <he county of
Li-ii-ohi, and the magistrates of said county, residing in said town, and
oth'" inhabitants, voted unaniniously: That, in the present alarming situa-

tioi, arising from the depredations of the enemy on our coast and in our
vic'.aty, we request and petition Major General King immediately to de-
tach, for actual service, two full companies of militia for the defence of this
tO'vM and vicinity, to be continued in service till discharged by the Com-
mriiider-in-Chief. We are induced more particularly to urge this request
from information recently received from the enemy, which cannot be doubt-
ed, of their intention to attack this place."

It ;ippears, also, that General King, in a letter to the State Adjutant
General, dated at Bath on the 24th of June, 1814, after detailing various
calls into service of the militia of his division, and the measures he had pur-
sued as to their discharge, expressed himself as follows:

*^I also inclose the copy of a petition handed me this momlrg, from
which I am to infer that there have been, in the opinion of the Magistrates,
a larger number of troops discharg(;d than the safety of this place will jus-

tify. It was quite an object with me to lessen the expense as much as pos-
sible. In order to discharge the troocrs at Wiscasset and Damariscotta, I

considered it necessary to discharge those first that were ordered out here.

As there has been one compai.y kept in service at Damariscotta and three

at Wiscasset, I am inclined io think that I shall order out at least one com-
pany at this place, until the pleasure of the Commander-in Chief is known,
which I hope to be advised of by return of mail, as also his opinion in rela-

tion to the other companies now out."
The reply to this letter, and to another letter of General King's, is dated

1st July, 1814, and the following is an extract therefrom;
'• I have to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters, dated the 24th

and 27th ult. and have great satisfaction in expressing to you the approba-
tion of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, as to the arrangements you
have made, and the measures you are pursuing, for the safety of the naviga-

tion, &.C. on the sea-board of your division. The value of property at stake

is great; and the Commander-in Chit;f wishes and expects the means of

protection, when within your control, to be commensurate to the object,

whatever expenses may be incurred."

"The care you have taken, personally to visit the most important and
exposed parts of your division, aud to regulate the number of men to be

held in service, and the promptitude with which the men have turned out

on the late alarming occurrences, are subjects highly satisfactorily to the

Commonder-in-Chief.

"

Captain Aaron Potter's company, from the 2d to the 31st July, 1814.

James Yeates' do 28th June to the 28th do
Lieut. Samuel Johnson's detach't. 4th July to the 10th do
Captain Wm. M. Reed's company 6th July to the 10th do

In elucidation of the services of these last mentioned three companies

and detachment, the following information has been collected from the

documents: the extracts are Irom letters of Major Gen. King, to the State

Adjutant General.
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Letter dated 2Ath June, 1814.

"In order that I should be enabled to make up an opinion understand-

ingly, in relatiou to the number of men that should be retained in service

at and near Wiscassett, I sent for Capfain Perry, then commanding oiTicer

of the fort, and requested him to state to me what number of men he con-

sidered necessary to defend his fort, in case of an attack. His answer was,

'one hundred at least.'' To the question "how many men have you in the

fort?" he answered <' eight." Capt. Perry was informed, if he desired

more, and would make the request, he should have them. His answer was,

that he had no instructions to nwke any such request. I consider it neces-

sary to stole these facts, to show that we are not only not defended by the

TJniled States, but that there is no dispositUm to do it.''

Letter dated 21th June, 1814.

*' There is now on these rivers more than 40,000 tons of shipping. The
owners have con-imeaced moving their vessels up the rivers: when this is

effected, the number of the militia out can be reduced. Rut the least num-
ber that now will satisfy the people, is one company for tlie various passes

on the Kennebecl:, one on the Damanscotta, liristol, and Boothbay, and
one at Wiscasset and on the Sheepscot. To the latter place the force will

be so much less than is expected, that, in my order to General Payson, I

shall permit him to exercise a discretion to let tAvo companies remain un-

til 1 obtain, an answer fo my letter of the 24th instant, provided he should

think absolutely necessary: as there is no other place where there is any
number of vessels, so there is no other within my division where I fhink

there is much danger,"
On the day of ihe date of the last mentioned letter, a division order ap-

pears to have been issued by General King, directing Brigadier General
Payson to detach fron; his brigade two companies, to serve as gtwrds or

patroles, principal 'y by night, to prevent surprise at the points most ex-

posed in the Sheepscot and Damariscotta rivers, and the towns of Bristol

and Boothbay, for 30 days, unless sooner discharged. This was followed
by a brigade order, requiring Lieutenant Colonel Cutter to detach one
company, and Lieutenant Colonel Day another; and agreeably thereto the
company of Captain Potter was detached by Lieutenant Colonel Cutter,
and that of Captain Yates by Lieutenant Colonel Day. On the 2d July,
Genei'al King issued a division order, directing the company of Captain
Potter, then on duty at Wiscassett, to proceed immediately to Boothbay;
Captain Reed to select from the troops at Boothbay a company with a com-
plinent of officers, for a term not exceeding 30 days; and General Payson
to order out not exceeding 45 men, under a lieutenant and ensign, to do
the duty of guards at Wiscassett and on the Sheepscot river, that was to
have been performed by Captain Potter; and to discharge this detachment
as soon as Captain Potter could do the duty intended for him. Conforma-
bly to this orltr, the company of Captain Reed, and the detachment of
Lieutenant Johnson, entered on duty.

Letter dated 4th July, 1814.

« Having been absent for several days at and near Boothbay, making
the necessary arrangements for the defence of that place, is the reason
for not having communicated to you the situation of the enemy for a few
flays past.
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"The only ship now lying in our waters is the Tenedos: she has been
At ary^hor in Boothbay harbor now a week. The barges oi this ship have
been out every day, and have been constantly altemnting a landing either
at Boothbay, Damariscotta, or Bristol, where they have, in every instance,
been beat off: in some instances with consicierable loss to themselves: with
no other loss, however, on our pari, than one man killed from Captain
Reed's company, at Boothbay, on the 2d instant. Having examined some
men who had been on board the frigate, and reported themselves to have
been taken, as to the questions asked them by the officers of the frigate,

I am convinced i'. is their intention to make Boothbay harbor, which is one
of the best in this district for their purpose, their place of rendezvous. As
this harbor is equally distant from Damariscotta, Wii-cassett, and Bath, by
the l)ack river, in the event of their being permitted to have the least com-
munication with the shore, or the fisiiermen in the bay, which is their ob-
ject, they would every day get from them the most correct information as

relates to the state of preparation at the above places. This must either be
submitted to, or there must be at least two companies out at Boothbay.
The latter I have considered the most correct course to be pursue^], and
have, at the request of the select'iien and magistrates, ordered a company,
in addition to one company front Boothbay, to th:it post, as long as the fri-

gate or any other ship of that size remains there, or until the pleasure of the

Commander-in-Chief shall be made known to me, which I hope to be ad-

vised of by return of mail." *' The place of the company ordered to Booth'
bay is now supplied from the militin near the posts, for a few days, pre-

suming that it will not be necessar},* for the detached company ordered to

Boothbay, to remain theiHi but a short time, when they will do the duty in-

tended for them."

Letter dated Sth July, 1814.

•' I acknowledge, with great pleasure, the receipt of your letter under
date the 5th instant. To defend the people on the seaboard of my divi-
sion from the depred-'tions of the enemy, and to do this in a way that would
be likely to meet the approbation of the Commander-in-Chiet^, has been roy
object. It is, therefore, with great satisfaction, I receive the information
that the measures I have pursued are approved by his Excellency. Since
my letter of the 4th, the Tenedos has lelt the harbor of Boothbay; and no
other vessel appearing there to take her place. Reed's company has been
discharged. Potter's company, detached to do duty as guards on Sheeps-'ot,

and at Boothbay, has been ordered on that service; and the fortv men which
took the place of Potter's company on the Sheepscot, have been discharged."

Of the letter referred to, of the 5th July, from the State Adjutant Gene-
ral to General King, no copy is furnished.

A few days after the discharge of the companies of Captoins Potter
and Yea^es, the militia called out on the requisition of ^Slajor General
Dearborn, and which, as has been previously noticed, were received into the

service of, and were paid and supplieH by, the United States, entered on
duty; and so many of them as were furnished from Brig. Gen. Payson's bri-

gate, were, by General King's division order of the 2d August, directed to

be marched to the garrison at Edgecombe, St. George, and Damari.><cott3,

and there to observe such orders as might be received from General

Dearborn..
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Aggregate expenditure on account of the foregoing

deTachments at Bath, &.C. - - -$5,5S4 05

Deduct payments for clothing - 697 46

do use of arms - 91 48
overpayments - - 171 49
excess of rations - - 38 00

miscellaneous items - 30 00

do
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Captain John Haskell's company, from the 5th to the 9th Sept. 1814.

This company belonged to Major Ebenezer Thatcher's regiment of artil-

lery, and to have been, by a regimental order issued by him on the 3d Sep-
tember, 1814, pursuant, as therein expressed, to brigade orders of the same
date, called into service to da duty with the regiment of Lieut. Colonel

Samuel Thatcher.

Capt. Elkanah Spear's company, from the 3d to the 9th September, 1814.

George Coomb's do do do do

Calvin Curtis's do do 12th do
Samuel Tolman's do do 10th do

do
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Lieutenant Colonel Robert Day's Field and Staflf, from the 6th to thf
12 September, 1814.

Col. Day commanded the two next preceding battalions.

Capt. David Boynton's company, from the 11th to the 23d Sept. 1814.
Benjamin Flint's do
John Glidden's do
Richard Hisock's do
J. Robinson's do
A. Richardson's do
John Sproul's do
J. Winslow's do
James Yeates' do

Lieut. Col. Robert Day's Field and Staff 13th

Capt. David R. Adams' company, from i

John Erskine's do
Benjamin Goodwin's do
James Hunncwell's do
Joseph Johnson's do
Samuel Johnson's do
Robert McLean's do
Aaron Potter's do
Wm. M Reed's do
Samuel Tarbox's do
Samuel G. Wilson's do
Henry Whitney's do

Lieut. Col E. Cutter's Field and Staff

Lieutenant Colonel Cutter commanded the next foregoing twelve compa-
nies.

Lieiit. Wm. M'Cobbs detachment of artillery, from the 12th to the 28th
September, 1814.

Captain Nathaniel Morse's company, from the 10th to the 28th Sept. 1S14.

Marius How's do 10th 29th do
Lieut. Col. Eben. Thatcher's Field and Staff do do do
Lieut. Col. Thatcher commanded the next preceeding three companies

«r detachments.

Capt. John Chism's company of cavalr}'', for the 5th and 6th Sept. 1814.
Isaac Bernard's do from the 5th to the 9th do
John Chism's do 10th 24th do

Maj. Thomas M' Crate and Staff, from the 5th Sept. to 5th Oct. 1814.
Major M' Crate commanded these companies of cavalry.

Brigadier General David Payson and his Staff, from the 4th to the 28th
September, 1814.

General Payson commanded the five regiments of infantry, and the de-

tachment of artillery and cavalry last herein before specified. -

For calling out, &c. and discharging the militiaof Brigadier General Pay-
son's brigade, in service in September, 1814, as herein before specified,

division orders appear to have been issued by Major General William King,
as follows, viz.

September bth. Directing Brigadier General Payson to order out, without
delay, the regiment of Colonel Thatcher, to rendezvous at Warren; the

Hegiment of Colonel Foote, to rendezvous at Camden: one battalion of

10th
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Colonel Day's regiment, and one battalion of Colonel Cutter's regiment, to
rendezvous at Noblcljorougli, to be commanded by Colonel Day, and to
be marched to Union; the artillery company of Captain Haskell, to rendez-
vous at Thomaston; and the cavalry of Major M'Crate, to rendezvous at
Wiscasset and Thomaston, one of the companies to proceed to Union, and
the Major to consider himself on duty at Wiscasset. Also, directino- that
the regiment of Colonel Comings, then out, as therein expressed, should
remain near Belfast.

September Qth. Directing the discharge of Captain Chism's company of
cavalry.

September 1th. Directing the discharge of the regiments of Colonels
Thatcher aad Foote, (with the exception of one company, which Col. Footc
was to detatch from his regiment to do duty at Camden,) as soon as, in their
opinion, the safety of Camden and its vicinity would permit, each deter,
mining in relation to his own regiment.

September 9th. Directing Brigadier General Payson to call out the re-

maining battalions of the regiments of Colonels Cutter and Dav, with the
artillery and light infantry attached thereto; and, when out, those officers

to command their respective troops; and which, with the exception of one
company at Bristol and another at Boothbay, were to rendezvous at Wiscas-
set.

September I9th. Directing the discharge of Lieutenant Colonel Coming^s
regiment.

Septevfiber 21th. Directing Brigadier General Payson to detach four
companies for fifteen days' duty on Squam Island, and three more compa-
nies for forty days' service at other places; granting permission to Captain
Reed to raise a company for forty days' service at Boothbay; requiring
Major M'Crate to continue in service twenty-six cavalry for vidette duty,
under his direction, and Colonel Thatcher to discharge the artillery under
his command; and declaring that no other troops than those designated in

this order were to consider themselves in State service.

Aggregate expenditure on account of the foregoing troops

at Wiscasset, viz.
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companies, to rendezvous at Bath, without delay: and, by a brigade order

of the same date, issued, as therein expressed, in ooedieace to that division

order, the companies of Captains Davenport, Pettes, and Motherwell were
directed so to rendezvous. The x\djutant and Quartermaster do not appear

to have been called into service by either division, brigade, or regimental

order.

Lt. J. C. Whitmore's detachment, from the 6th to the 10th Sept. 1814.

Capt. VVm. Webster's company 7th 12 Lh do ^
Lt. Robert Hunter's detachment 7th llch do

As is previously shown, a division order was issued by Major Gen. King
on the 5th September, 1S14, requiring Brigadier Gen. M'Cobb to detach

three companies, to rendezvous at Bath without delay; and pursuant where-
to, a brigade order was issued on the same day, and under which three

companies, commanded by Captains Davenport, Peites, and JSIotherwell,

forthwith entered on, and remainecl in service till the '^Hh. Another brig-

ade order appears to have been, on the 5th September, issued by lirigadier

General iVI'Cobb, and professedly in obedience to the same division order,

requiring Colonels Thomas and Reed, each to detach one company from
his regiment, to rendezvous at Bath without dela}', and Lieutenant Colonel
Merrill to detach a subaltern and all the rank and file of Captain Rogers'
compan}-, to rendezvous in like manner; and under this latter brigade or-

der, and regimental orders issued in conformity therewith, the three com- .

panics or detachments last specified entered on duty; thus putting into ser-

vice six companies or detachments instead of three, as called for by Major
Gen. King.

Capt._J. Williams' company, from the Uth Sept. to the 1st Oct. 1814.
~ " 10th

da
do
do
do
do
do
do

Lt. Col. Andrew Reed's Field and Staff do

Col. Reed commanded the next preceding nine companies.

Capt. R. J). Dunning's company, from the 9th to the 29th Sept. 1814.
Joseph Duston's do 10th do do
Peter Jordan's do do do do
R. T. Dunlap's do do do do
S. Snow's do do do do
David Johnson's do do do do
E. Warren's do do do do
Wm. Webster's do 13th do do

Lieut. Col. C. Thomas' Field and Staff 10th do do

Col. Thomas commanded the next preceding eight companies.

T. Motherwell's



do
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payments to officers for forage 14 40
do do for servants 234 55

do do for quarters

and fuel - - - 5 00

miscellaneous items - 1,788 05

t/2t Wiscasset and its vicinity.

5,629 89
21,666 07

Oapt. Wm.O. Vaughan's company, from

Benjamin Dearborn's do

Jacob Davis' do
David C. Burr's do
Edward Swan's do
Asa Fairbank's do
David Wall's do
Simeon Norris do
David P. Bayley's do
Benj. Burbank's do
Stephen Jewett's do
John Dennis' do
Jonathan Young^s do

Lieut. Col. John Stone's Field and Staff

Colonel Stone commanded the next preceding 13 companies.

the nth to the 27th Sept. 1814
12th do da
nth to the 26th do
12th to the 27th do
nth to the 26th d©
nth to the 27th do
nth to the 27th do
do do do

I2th to the 26 th do
nth to the 27th do
do do do

12th to the 27th do
nth to the 26th do
nth to the 27th do

Capt. Moses Sprague's company, from the 13th to the 25th Sept. 1814
Nathl. Pettingill's

Aaron Daggett's

John A. Torrey's

David Lindsey's
Nathl. Jewells

George Williams

Moses Boynton's

Lieut. Levi Foss'

Lt. Col. Walter R. Blasdell's Field and Staff do do da
Colonel Blasdell commanded the next preceding 9 companies.

Capt. Robert Morrison's company, from the 14th to the 18th Sept. 1814

do
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Oapt. Elijah Davenport's company, from tlie 12th to the 28th Sept. 1814.
Henry Watson's do do do do
George Waugh's do do do do

Lieut. Ebenezer Norris' do do do do
Capt. John Smith's do do do do

Thomas Nickenson's do do do do
Timothy L. Stevens' do do do do
John Judkin's do do do do
Jabob Haskell's do do do do

Lt Col. Ellis Sweet's Field a^d staff do 26th do
Col. Sweet commanded the next preceding 9 companies.

Capt, Matthias Lane's Company, from the 12th to the 28th Sept. 1814.
Daniel Baker's do do do do
John Gould's do do do do
Daniel Beale's do do do do
John Trask's do do do do
Charles Morse's do * do 29th do
Nath'I Whittier's do do 28th do
Samuel Linscutt's do do do do
William Hussey's do 13th do do

Lt. Col. David McGaffey's Field and Staff, 1 2th do do

Col. McGaffey commanded the next preceding 9 companies.

Capt. Samuel G. Ladd's company of artillery, from the 12th to the 26th
September, 1814.

Capt. Samuel Ranlet's do
Dean Bang's do
Abraham Johnson's do

Major Joseph Chandler's Field and Staff

Major Chandler commanded the next preceding 4 companies.
Brigadier Gen. Wm. Gould and his Staff, from the 12th to the 28th

September, 1814.

Gen Gould commanded the next preceding 5 regiments of Infantry, and
the last mentioned battalion of artillery.

Capt. Stephen Lovejoy's company, from the 13th to the 24th Sept. 1814.

14th to the 23d
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.Toscpli Pattou's company from 14th to 25th Sept. 1814.

Daniel Flander's do do do do

Nathaniel Russell's do do do do

Daniel Bcedy's do from 13th to 26th do do

Isaac Holt's do from 14th to 25th do do

Lieut. Col. James Waugh's Field and Staff do do

Colonel Waugh commanded the next preceeding eight companies.

Capt, John Moore's company, from the 12th Sept. to the 1st Oct. 1814.

Trial Hall's do do do do do

Joseph Wing's do from the 13th to the 30th September, do

Robert Fletcher's do from the 12th to the 30th do do

Daniel Wyman's do do do do

Daniel Crowell's do do do do

JeremiahFarwell'sdo from the 12th to 29th do do

James L. Cliild's do from 12th September to 1st October do

Benj. Robinson's do from 12th do to 30th Sept, do

Joel Wellington's do from 12th do to 1st October do

Lieut. Benj. I. Raciiff's do do do do

Lieut. Col. Herbert Moore's Field and Staff, do do do

Colonel Moore commanded the next preceding eleven companies.

Brig. Gen. Wm. Kendall and his Staff, from the 14th to the 25th Sep-

tember, 1814.

Gen. Kendall commanded the next preceding three regiments.

Major Gen. Henry Sevvall and his Staff, from the 14th to the 28th Sep-

tember, 1814.

Gen. Sewall commanded the next preceding eight regiments of infantry

and battalion of artillery.

Capt. Thomas Eastman's company of cavalry, from the 11th September
to the 6th November, 1814.

Major Gen. Sewail, by a division order issued on the 11th September,

1814, directed that the regiments commanded by Lieutenant Colonels

Stone and Sweet, and Capt. Ladd's company of artillery, should march
immediately for Wiscasset; that the regiments commanded by Lieutenant

Colonels Blasdell and M'Gaffey should, on the 13th September, march to

Hallowell; that the regiment of Lieut. Col. Moore should, on the same day,

march to Pittston ; that the company of artillery at Waterville, should then
march to Augusta; that Captain Eastman's company of cavalry should march
to Augusta, to be ready to act as expresses, as occasion might require; that

Brig. Gen. Kendall should order two of his nearest regiments, (being those

of Lieut. Colonels Shcrwin and Waugh.) to march on the 14th September
lor Hallowell: and that Brig. Gen. Gould should order the remaining regi-

ment of his brigade, (being Lieut. Col. Fairbank's) and the artillery of Mon-
mouth, to march on the same day for Gardiner.

Accordii g to the roll?, the services of the regiments of Lieut. Colonels
Stone and Sweet, and of the artillery companies of Captains Ladd and Ranlet,
%vere performed at Wiscasset; and those of J_^ieut. Col. Moore's regiment
partly there, and partly at Edgecomb; the other five regiments, the remain-
ing artillery companies, and the company of cavalry, do not appear to have
been marched to the sea-coast, but to have been kept on duty in the interior,
at town?; varying in distance from 20 to GO miles froin Wiscasset.
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three companies, to do duty on the Kennebeck, until the pleasure of the

Commander-in-Chief is known, or until I obtain more correct information

in relation to the views of the enemy. I shall leave for Wiscasset this day;

and, as I am at present advised, shall order to that place three companies also,

and one company at Damariscotla. I shall proceed on immediately to Cam-
den, and there make such arrangement for the defence of what may be now
considered a part of our eastern frontier, as on inquiry may be necessary.

As Gen Blake will be much engaged on the Penobscot river, I shall have

such a force near Belfast as will be able to drive the enemy from that place

in a few days, and hope to have some advice, on this as well as the other

movements, by return of mail. I shall write you again from Camden; and^

in the mean time, remain,
Kespectfully,

Your obedient servant,

W. KING.
Gen. Bkooks.

Bklfast, September 8, 1814.

Sir: Since my letter of the 5th inst. , I proceeded to Wiscasset. Learn-

ing that tlue British were fortifying Belfast, I immediately ordered out Cols.

Comings and Thatcher's regiments and a battalion eacli from Day and Cut-

ter's regiments, to take up their line of march without delay from this place.

When I arrived at Warren, on the 6th, I received information from Belfast

that the enemy were leaving that place, and had taken the west passffge, on
their way to Camden. Col. Foole's regiment was out. I ordered Thatch-

er's to that place, where I left them on the 7tii, in the morning, with orders

for their discharge as soon as the vessels left Clam Cove, which were then

thereat anchor. The vessels which left Belfast with three others from Cas-

tine, passed Camden on the Gth, at night, and early in the morning of the

7th, in all ten sail, in sight of the regiments of Thatcher and Foote. Be-
lieving that there not be an attack made upon Camden, and as Com-
ing's regiment was within a few miles of Belfast, I ordered him to that place,

where 1 met him on the afternoon of the 7th. I also met at Belfast a regi-

ment commanded by Col. Uhner, who requested me, in the absence of the

Major General of the 10th division, and being also deprived of the servi-

ces of the general of the brigade, (Blake,) to direct the movements of his

regiment, which I have consented to, until the pleasure of the Commander-
in-Chief shall be made known to me I shall recommend to the officers

commanding regiments within General Blake's brigade, a compli-

ance with the general orders of July, 1812, and shall endeavor to get such

a force together as will prevent the enemy from taking down tWe Penobscot
the vessels, all of which they consider as prizes. I have sent an express to

Gen. Sevvall, advising him of the situation of things on the Penobscot, and
Jiave named to him that two or three of his regiments, if immediately or-

dered to tlie Penobscot, to strike the river at Bangor, would be of great ser-

vice at the present moment, particularly if commanded by himself in person.

I am sensible of the very great responsibility which I take upon myself, in

the first place, in leaving the district of my local command, at a time when
an attack may soon be expected, and also in consenting to organize and com-
mand troops with whom I am unacquainted, and who are very far from being

well equipped. As no effective movements can be made with the troops

now under my command, until the arrival of Gen. Sewall, or a reinforce-
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ment from his division, I shall avail myself, probably, in'two or three days
which may elapse, to visit Bath and Wiscaset, to put those places in the very-
best possible state of defence.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Very respectfully, you obedient servant,

WM. KING, M. Gen. 11M, Div.
Hon. John Brooks, Adft Gen. Boston.

Bath, September nth, 1814.

Sir : Since my letter to you of the Sth instant, at Belfast, I have been
at Wiscasset, and have ordered out the remaining battalions from Cutter,
and Day^s regiment, together with the artillery attached to them; so that two
regiments are now out at Wiscasset, with the exception of one company at

Boothbay, and one other company at Bristol. I have ordered to Bath,
Tliomas', Merrill's, and Reed's regiments, and expect they will be all in
this day. The expedition which the enemy have fitted out from the Penob-
scot consists of all the vessels and troops which were at Belfast, seven ves-
sels which lay off Owl's Head, and which I have not been able to ascertain
with correctness whether they were ships of war, or transports; to these must
be added six armed vessels which left Castine on the 9th instant, the same
day the fleet left Clam Cove, (near Owl's Head,) which have been at anclior

there. On the 9th, in the evening, they were ofl" Bristol; had some barges
o«t, and attempted a landing; they did the same on the 10th, at noon: the-

barges were from a ship, a gun brig, and a schooner; no other part of the
fleet then in sight: their intention is evidently to divide onr force, which
will be avoided as much as possible. The jieople on the shore of the sea-

board will complain. I hope it will be without a cause: for 1 am confident
no other place can be an object for tliem in this district, with their present
force, excepting Portland, Bath, or Wiscasset; and it is probable, Ihatoneof
these places is to be shortly attacked. Was it their intention to attack either

Boston or Portsmouth, they would have taken with themtlieir whole force,

which is not the case, as Ihey have left one 74 west of Long Island, near
Belfast, and two 74'sand two frigates at Castine.

One battalion of Colonel Thatcher's regiment v.^as discharged on the 8tfi

instant; a:nd, agreeably to ray orders to Colonels Thatcher and Foote, the
remainder of Thatcher's regiment was discharged on the 9lh, as, also, one
battalion of Foote's. I have not received advices of this from those offi-

cers, but they were ordered, when the fleet left the cove, immediately to

discharge the troops, as above, which, I presume, they have done. Every
preparation is making at Bath and Wiscasset for the defence of these places^

Should there not be an attack within two or three days, I shall commence,
by degrees, to discharge the militia. [A lengthy statenieut on the subject

of the application to General Sewall, referred to in the last preceding letter^

and on his declining to accede to tlie proposition there made, is liere omitr
ted, as immaterial to the present purpose.]

^loNDAT MORNING.

The enemy's fleet is east of us, or in llie offing: three armed vessels only

were seen on the coast from Seguin to Bristol, yesterday. A letter has this

morning been forwarded to me from Wiscasset from General Sewall, direct-

ed to the committee of safety of that place, of which a copy is enclosed. I

nm much pleased to fiml that General Sewall is so prompt in aiding in the
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(lefensive measures of this division. Should General Sevvall consent to let

three of his regiments remain on the sea-board, at and near Bath and Wis-

casset, a large proportion of the troops of this division could be discharged,

as tliey would be assembled again at a very short notice. I have not been

honored with any instructions from the Commander-in-Chief since I left

Boston. At this important crisis, instructions, as particular as the situa-

tion of things will permit, wil! be quite agreeable to me. I expect to have

an interviev/ with General Sewall this afternoon: the result I shall advise

you of
J
and have the honor to remain,

Respectfully, your obed't scr'vt.

WM. KING, M. G. lUhDiv.
Hon. John B hooks, Adft Geti. Boston.

WiscAssET, September 11, 1814.

Sunday Morning, 8 o'clock.

Maj. Gen. Hknkv Shv.'ali.:

Sik: We have been informeti fiorn several quarters, and in many ways

to be depended upon, that a British fleet of seven or eight sail were yes-

terdav off the mouth of oar river, and approaching; other reports, whick

we think may be relied upon, say they were landing men near Boothbay

and Damariscotta; and we have not, in our opinion, a sufficient force here

to repel an attack by so formidable a force : we, therefore, request that

\'ou will order out two or three regiments from your division, say about

1000 men at least, to march, forthwith, to this place and the neighborhood,

for our protection. Our present force here does not exceed one thousand

tnen.
ABIELWOOD,

^ CommitteeSAMUEL CONY, S-
committee

SAM'L MILLER, >
^^ ^ojety.

DAVID PAYSON, Brig. Gen.

On the receipt of this applicaiion, General Sewall appears to have issued

his division order; the purport of which is before set forth.

Augusta, September 12, 1814.

To his Excellency Governor Stro>'g:

Sik: Although I had advised your Excellency, by letter of the oth

instant, that, having put the division under my command in requisition to

march on the shortest notice, I should wait your Excellency's further or-

ders; yet, by an urgent request from the committee of safety, &c. at Wis-
cassct, of yesterday morning, stating that a British fleet was off their harbor;

that they expected an attack every hour; that the militia assembled there

did not exceed a thousand; and requesting me, forthwith, to send 1000 men
for their relief; I was induced, yesterday afternoon, to order out the prin-

cipal part of this division; two regiments, with a company ofartillery, were
directed to march this day, and several of the companies of one of them
were at Wiscasset this morning by 8 o'clock; three regiments more to-

morrow, to halt at Hallowell and Gardiner; and three more on Wednesday
next, unless counter;nanded. WJiether it will be necessary to move tlic .

v/hole of this force tj ^Viscasset^ I cannot yet decide. No nev/ alarm is



C Doc. No. 3. ] 81

excited at Wiscasset to-day. To facilitate the communication of intelli-

gence, I have established a line of expresses from the cavalry, on the roads

to Wiscasset, Bath, Belfast, and Hamden.
I am, respectfully,

Your Ex. most ob't servt.

H. SEWALL, Maj. Gen. 8th Div.

Colonel Wm. H. Sumner, (who appears to have been constituted an Ex-
ecutive agent for providing defensive means in the District of Maine, and
whose appointment and instructions will be found set forth in the statement

as to miliiia called into service by the State Executive,) in a letter, dated

Portland, September 15, 1814, and addressed to Adjutant General Brooks,

after detailing his transactions at that place, Saco, Biddeford, &.c. says: <'I

have given you. Sir, this particular recital, which I fear you will be tired

of reading, hoping, that, if I have not acted on proper principles in this

case, you will have the goodness to instruct me more particularly in the

course to be pursued in the Lincoln and Kennebec divisions, which will next

receive my attention, as nearly the whole of both of them are now ordered

out by Generals Sewall and King, of whic.'i you are probal)ly officiall}' ad-

vised. I shall proceed on the same principles of reduction as I get there,

(unless otherwise advised;) in doing which, I shall feel greater confidence

if I should be informed that thus far my conduct meets the approbation of

his Excellency, and that of the Commissioners."
In a letter from Adj. Gen. Brooks to Col. Sumner, dated 24th September,

acknowledging the receipt of the before mentioned letter of the 15th, and

other communications; Col. Sumner was told that the same had been laid

before his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, the Council, and the Board
of Commissioners, and produced an expression of entire approbation from
each of the gentlemen to whom they were presented.

Another letter from Col. Sumner to Adj. Gen. Brooks, dated Wiscasset,

September 19th, 1814, contains as follows: << General King agreed to meet

me this forenoon at General Sewall's quarters in this place. From them I

learn that, from Gen. King's division there is one regiment stationed at

Georgetown, engaged in building a fort, two at Bath, and three at Wiscas-

set. Tiiis disposition was made by Gen. King, without a knowledge of

Gen. Sewall's intent. While Gen. King was at Bath, the committee of

safety of Wiscasset wrote a pressing letter to Gen. Sewall, requesting 1000

men: upon consultation with his friends, he immediately marched his nearest

regiment, some of the companies in which were notified in the afternoon, and

the next morning, at 8 o'clock, were in Wiscasset; having in the mean time

equipped themselves and marched a distance of 21 miles. This is the most

remarkable instance of expedition I have known; but the whole country is

animated with the same spirit, and march with the most zealous alacrity.

The river companies having marched away, the inhabitants then became

alarUiCd, and Gen. Sewall, not knowing the extent of the danger at Wiscasset,

ordered out all the rest of his division, except one regiment, and they are now
encamped on the banks of the Kennebec, awaiting orders. The troops of

both these divisions arc supplied by the selectmen of their rcspective towns.

We have dismissed one of Gen. King's regiments this evening, and all

agree that further reductions arc necessary; which will be carried into effect

immediately, and of which I shall advise you. I have some hoi)es, also, ot

getting Gen. Chandler to supplv a detachment, both for this place and Bath,

11
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if they are placed in the United States' service, to which there appears to

be no objection."

On the 22d September, 1814, an arrangement appears to have been made
by Gens. Sewall and King, and Col. Sumner, under which Gen. Sewall was
to furnish 9 companies for the defence of Wiscasset and Sheepscot river,

and S companies to be stationed at Bath and Phipsburg, and Gen. King was
to furnish 4 companies for the towns of Bristol, Boothbay, Gushing, Cam-
den, ^c. ; and it was stipulated that, until Gen. Sewall should furnish his

detachment for Wiscasset, he should retain, of his troops then there, a num-
ber somewhat greater than that detachment, and that Gen. King, for the
defence of the Kennebec, should retain, of his troops then stationed there,

about the same number as was intended for its defence, till Gen. Sev.-alPs

(detachment should arrive to relieve them. The entries as to these detached
troops will be found in the statement as to militia called out by the State

' Executive. It does not nppear that this arrangement vvas intended to ex-
tend to any cavalry, nor that Col. Sumner sanctioned the retention in ser-

vice of troops of that description, belonging to Gen. Sev.'all's division. The
cavalry company of Capt. Eastman, which was called out on the lltli

September, to act as expresses, w^as, it will be seen, kept in service till the
6th November, 1S14, the time at about which the detached troops were dis-

charged, and during the greater part of whose services, there were cav-

alry of Gen. King's division on duty as videttes.

RECAPITULATION.

Aggregate expenditure -

Deduct payments for clothing-

payments for use of arms
overpayments
rations reduced -

excess of rations

miscellaneous items

payments to officers for quarters

and fuel

payments to officers for forage

ditto for servants

PETER HAGNER, Audilor.
Tbeasitry Department,

Third Auditor^s Office, Zdth January^ 1828.

-
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EXECUTIVE CALLS.

,'i ^TATEMENT applicable to such items in the claim of the State of
Massachusetts as relate to expenditures consequent on the calls of
mihtia into service by the Slate Executive; also, on the erection, by
authority thereof of wm^ks of defence; and on the purchase, by the
iiame authority, of ordnance, arms^ ammunition, accoutrements,
camp equipage, and other military stores.

t^t Boston.

Expenditures in respect of 1 1 different companies or de-
tachments, in service, in succession, from the 12th
to the S3d June, 1814, as night guards at Chelsea
Bridge; and of Captain Sullivan's company, station-
ed, from the 13th to the 23d of the same 'month, at
the Navy Yard, in Charlestown - - _ g 731 90

Deduct for clothing - - . .

use of arms - _ .

excess in the price of rations beyond
the United States' contract price -

200 57
581 42

General orders of the State Executive, for calling out these militia, and
expressing the calls to have been made at the instance of Commodore Bain-
bridge, are shown to have been issued on the 12th and 13th June; and let-

ters, of which the following are copies, appear to have been written on the
subject In a written declaration of Capt. Sullivan, he says that the guard?
and company were under the orders and command of the Commodore.

Navy Yard, Chaklkstown, June 13, 1S14.

Dear Sir: The force of the enemy in Boston Ba}- justifies, in my opi-

nion, apprehensions of an attack being made on this place, and calls for

united exertions to repel it. The important public property entrusted to

my charge within this establishment, might, in such an event, suffer

severely, and would, in a considerable degree, .expose the towns of Boston
and Charlestown. I therefore hope that such measures will be directed by his

Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of jNIassachusetts, as shall

guard against the threatening danger, I beg leave particularly to recom-
mend that orders be given to the militia in this neighborhood to hold them-
selves in readiness to act immediately on the alarm; that a guard, with two
pieces of artillery, be stationed every night on this side of Chelsea Bridge,
to give the alarm, and repel the enemy, if advancing by that passage, and.

that a look-out be kept on the heights beyond Chelsea meeting-house, to

watch the movements of the enemy, and to make them known, if of mo-
ment, by a man on horseback, to carry the intelligence to tJie Navy Yard,

&.C. Sliould his Excellency the Governor be pleased to direct the forego-

ing arrangements to be made, it would contribute to the safety of the United

States' property ^Yithin this Nary Yard. At bottom are the signals which

152 55
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will be made from this yard in cases of alarm, when the assistance of five or

six hundred of the militia might prove of the utmost importance to the pre-

servation of the public stores and the seventy-four at this place.

I am, dear sir,

With sentiments of high esteem and respect,

Your obedient servant,

WILLIAM BAINBRIDGE.
To G^en. John Brooks.

P. S. I will feel obliged by your ordering the New England Guards and

their artillery to do duty within this Navy Yard every night, until Monday

or Tuesday next. My only reason for preferring the New England Guards

is, that I am acquainted with the officers, and know many of the corps.

Signals. By day: two guns fired in quiclv succes'.ion, and a red flag hoist-

ed in the Navy Yard. By night: three guns fired in quick succession, two

lanterns hoisted perpendicularly, and the Navy Yard bell rung as loud as

possible.

Medford, June 12, 1814.

Mf DEAR sir: Your letter of this date I have received, and laid before

his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief; and I have this moment been in-

structed by him to call out a company of militia to guard the approach to

the Navy Yard by the way of Chelsea. Brigadier General Austin, of

Charlestown, is charged with executing that order. The Commander-in-
Chief is fully disposed to do every thing in his power to aid you in defend-

ing the Navy Yard and the ships in the harbor, which his authority by the
Constitution warrants.

I shall see you to-morrow, and make some further communications on the

subject of defence.

I am, with sentiments of great respect and esteem^
My dear sir, your obedient servant,

J. BROOKS.
To Com. William Bainbuidge.

Navv Yard, Charlestowx, t/w?2e 23, 1814.

Dear Sir: I have received your communication of this day, in behalf of
the New England Guards, whose services, in guarding the U. S. ship Inde-
pendence, of 74 guns, on the stocks within this yard, can at present be dis-

pensed with. The disposition and conduct which have been manifested by
the valuable corps under your command, in rendering their military servi-
ces within this establishment under my command, claims and receives my
grateful thanks. I beg you, sir, to present the same to them, with my best
wishes for their fame and happiness.

Believe me, with real regard,

Yours, most sincerelj'^,

WILLIAM BAINBRIDGE.
Captain George Sullivan,

Commanding the New England Guards.
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Expenditnres in respect of a regiment commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Osgood, in service from
1st to the 30th July, 1S14 - g 13,775 35

Deduct for clothing - - - 1,G5G 7G
overpayments - - 265 16

e^Kcess in the cost of rations

beyond the U. S. contract

f
price - - - 1,494 1

do. in the number charged
for, beyond that to which
the troops were entitled 106 25

allowances to officers for quar-

ters . - - 136 96

sundry miscellaneous items - 461 94
4,121 11

9,654 24
It appears that a general order for calling out the regiment commanded

by Lieutenant Colonel Osgood, was issued by the State Executive on the 22d
June, 1814, and another like order for its discharge on the 30th July follow-

ing. An extractfrom the records of the ExecutiveCouncil shows, that, onthe
9th June 1814, a committee was appointed to consider and report on the

memorials of the selectmen, &.c. of the towns of Boston and Charlcstown,

prayingfortheaidandassistanceoftheStateinenablinglhemto protect and de-

fend said towns and their vicinity. Neither the memorials referred to, nor

the report of the committee, are produced, nor any other document explain-

ing the cause of the call of the regiment into service.

Expenditures in respect of a corps commanded by
Maj. Gen. Joseph Whiton, in service from about

the 10th September to the beginning of Novem-
ber, 1814, and consisting of himself, his two aids-

de-camp, an adjutant general, a quartermaster

general, two deputy quartermasters general ,an

assistant quartermaster general. Brigadier Gen-
eral Maltby and Staff, Brigadier General Blis<?

and staff, five regiments of infantry, a regiment

and battalion of artillery, and a battalion of

riflemen, constituting a force of about 3,700 men, ^169^326 09
Amount of credits, viz: S 37 18, refunded, and

$ 543 for fuel, forage, &c. sold by the quarter-

master general - - - - 580 18

168,745 01

Deduct for clothing - - 18,526 93

use of arms - - 2,352 68
overpayments - 4,528 58

excess in the cost of rations

over the U. States' con-

tract price, and in more
# being charged for than

the troops were entitled to 17,105 36
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allowances to ofncers for

forage - - 867 OG
do. for servants - SS2 71

do. for quarters and fuel 1,155 48
sundry miscellaneous items 4,348 85

49,7G7 05

118,978 26

On llic (Jtli September, 1814, a general order of the State Executive^
appears to have been issued, whereby, after a preamble in these words:

"The war between the United States and Great Britain having lately be-

come more destructive, in consequence of violations of our territory by
the forces of the enemy, which continue to menace our cities and villages,

the shipping in our harbors, and private property on shore," his Excel-

lency the Commander-in-Chief ordered the whole of the militia to hold

themselves in readiness to march at a moment's warning, with arms, am-
munition, and accoutrements, as the laws of the United States and of the

State of Massachusetts required; and, the more effectually to meet im-

pending danger^ he further ordered the troops, therein particularly desig-

nated, belonging to the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 7th, and Oth divisions, to

march immediately to Boston, to serve for three months, unless sooner dis-

charged. Under this order, the services of General Whiton's command
appear to have been rendered; and, as applicable thereto, there has been

collected from the documentary evidence the correspondence hereafter set

forth.

Head Quarters, Military District No. 1,

Boston, September 4, IS 14.

Sir: Having received information of the enemy's having taken posses-

sion of Castine with a formidable force, it is not improbable that his views

may extend to our principal towns on the sea-coast, from Penobscot to this

place. I therefore deenj it my dut}' to request your Excellency to order

out, for the services of the United States, 2,000 infantry and 200 artillery,

exclusive of the town of Boston, for the defence of this harbor, town, and
ricinity; and 200 inumtry and 50 artillery from Kiltery, Berwick, and
York, to aid in the defence of the harbor and the public ships in the har-

bor of Portsmouth ; and, also, 1,000 infantry and 100 artillery, for the

defence oi Portlanfi and its immediate vicinity; and, likewise, 1,000 infan-

try, with 100 artillery, for the defence of the sea-board between Kennebec
and Penobscot rivers. The number of officers, non-commissioned officers,

&c. I will particularly detail to General Brooks, the Adjutant General, and
also the place and places of rendezvous.

I am, sir, with the highest respect,

Your obedient servant,

H. DEARBORN.
His Excellency Governor Strong.

Military District No. 1.

Head Quarters, Boston, Se]3tember 5, 1814.

Sir: The movements and force of the enemy on our Eastern coast ap- ^

pearing to require a considerable iddltional defence or force, I have deem-
ed it my duty to request his Excellency the Governor of this State, as well
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as the Governor of New Hampshire, fo order out from the two States 5,200
infantry and 550 artillery: from tins State the infantry amount to upwards
of 4,200, and 450 artillery, exclusive of officers, non-commissioned offi-

cers, and musicians, to be organized and to rendezvous as stated in the
enclosed detail. To prevent any unnecessary dulay, it will be desirable
that some of the principal officers should be ordered to the respective ren-
dezvous as early as may be, to receive and organize the troops, as they may
arrive, in companies or detachments. It will be necessary that the infantry

^^ppear well armed and equipped, and with a suitable supply of ammunition;
and that the artillery comjKmies have their field pieces, with their tumbrils
and ammunition complete.

I am, sir, with respect,

Your obedient and humble servant.

H. DEARBORN.
Major General John Brooks.

Navy Yakd, Charlkstown,

September 5, IS 14.

Dear Sir: As I feel extremely anxious in these perilous times, when
our country is menaced, both North and South, by* a powerful enemv, to
know what security can be calculated upon in this quarter of our country,
I am induced to ask the favor of you to communicate to me, as far as is

consistent with your official duty and the propriety of my request, the
measures that are adopted by the Commander-in-Chiefof this Commonwealth
for the defence of this post and the vicinity.

I beg leave to assure you that every means within my naval command
has been prepared, and will be executed, for the defence both of the public
and private property, against any attack the enemy" may make. Permit
me to assure j'ou tliat I shall receive with the utmost respect, and keep
•with proper secrecy, the information of the arrangements that may be
making by you. Without the least disposition to dictate, I respectfully

suggest the immediate embodying and drilling a respectable force of the
i militia, to be stationed in different quarters in the vicinity of Bosto:i ; to

place videttes, to prevent the possibility of surprise; batteries on Dorchester
heights and Noddle's Island, and breastworks thrown up on North Battery
wharf. These precautions would in all probability prevent an attack, and
if it did not, would enable us to make an honoral)le resistance. Allow me,
my dear General, to say, that, if the militia is not embodied in the field, I

should much fear the work of destruction would be over before they could
rendezvous or oppose; for four or six hours would be all the time the enemy
would require. I am confident your friendship for me will induce ^'ou to

excuse any impropriety in this communication, should any therein exist. I

should have verbally communicated with you had not indisposition prevent-
ed it. With sentiments of real regard and very great respect,

I am, dear sir, your o])edient servant,

WM. BAINBRIDGE.
The Hon. Johx Brooks,

%^cij. Gcji. of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

^ Boston, September G, 1S14.

Sir: Will you permit me to suggest to you the pro])ricty^ of your propos-
ing to his Excellency the expodicnoy of having orders issued for placing the
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whole of the militia within twenty or thirty miles of the sea shore on the

alert, and in perfect readiness for marching on the shortest notice, and hav-

ing suitable signals established for giving notice for turning out, and being

ready to march? We ought not, under present circumstances, to neglect

any practicable measures for adding to our means of defence.

I am, sir, your obedient humble servant,

II. DEARBORN.
Major General Brooks. ,

BosTox, SeptcTTihcr 7, 1814. 4£j

Sir: The troops of the United States, which at different periods were sta-

tioned on the sea-coast of this State, have been afterwards ordered to join the

army on the western frontier, so that very few have remained in the State.

We have therefore found it necessary, in the course of the last and present

year, to call out small bodies of militia, as guards to the towns most exposed.

As the danger has increased, the number of the detached militia has been

augmented; and I have no\t issued the enclosed general order for the protec-

tion of Boston, and the towns and property in its neighborhood, and shall

immediately issue an order of a similar kind for the security of the District

oi Maine.
A few weeks since, agreeably to the request of General Dearborn, I de

tached 1100 militia for tlirec months for the defence of our sea-coast, and

placed them under his command, as superintendent of this military district;

but such objections and inconveniences have arisen from that measure that it

eannotnowbe repeated. The militia called out on this occasion will be placed

under the immediate command of a major general of the militia. I will

thank you, sir, to consult with the President, and inform me whether the

expenses thus necessarily incurred for our protection will be ultimately re-

imbursed to this State by the General Government; and I shall be particu-

larly obliged if you will favor me with an answer as soon as may be, as the

Legislature of the State will meet on the 5th of the next month.
I am, Sir, with great respect,

Your most obedient and humble servant,

CALEB STRONG.
;Mr. Secretary Monroe.

Head Quarters, Boston,

Sej)temhev 11, IS 14.

Sir: Will you be so obliging as to inform me whether the companies of

militia that have recently been ordered by his Excellency the Governor to

this town, are to be considered, on their arrival, as in the service of the
United States, as it will be necessary, in that case, to have them furnished
with quarters and subsistence.

I am. Sir, with great respect,

Your obedient servant,

H. DEARBORN.
Maj. Gen. John Brooks, Adj. Gen. Slate of Mass.

Department of War,
September 17, f814.

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your Excellency's letter of the 7thv
instant. The attack of the enemy on Baltimore, and probable eventual at-
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tack on other places, with the heavy duties incident thereto, pressing on this

Department, have prevented my answering it at an earlier day. It may be
satisfactory to your Excellency for me to explain the vievvs and principles

on which this Government has acted in regard to the defence of our Eastern
frontier.

It was anticipated, soon after the commencement of the war, that, while
it lasted, every part of the Union, especially the sea-board, would be ex-

w posed to some degree of danger, greater or less, according to the spirit

with which the war might be waged. It was the duty of the Government
to make the best provision against that danger which might be practicable;

and it was proper that the provision should continue while the cause exist-

ed. The arrangement of the United States into military districts^ with
a certain portion of the regular force, artillery and infantry, under an offi-

cer of the regular army, of experience and high rank, in each district, with
power to call for the militia as circumstances might require, was adopted with

a view to afford the best protection to every part that circumstances would
admit. It was presumed that the establishment of a small force of the

kind stated, constituting the first elements of an army, in each district,

to be aided by the militia, in case of emergency, would be adequate to

its defence. Such a force of infantry and artillery might repel small pre-

datory parties, and form a rallying point for the militia, at the more
exposed and important stations, in case of more formidable invasion. A
regular officer of experience, stationed in the district, acting under the

authority, and pursuing the will of the Government, might digest plans for

its defence; select proper points for works, and superintend the erection

of them; call for supplies of ordnance, for tents and camp equipage,

for small arms and other munitions of war; call for the militia, and dispose

of the whole force. These duties, it was believed, could not be performed

with equal advantage by the officers of the militia, who, being called into

service for short terms, would not have it in their power, however well

qualified they might be in other respects, to digest plans, and preserve the

chain of connexion and system in the whole business, which seemed

to be indispensable. On great consideration, this arrangement was deemed
the most eligible that could be adopted under the authority of the United

States. Indeed, none other occured that could be placed in competition with

it. In this mode, the National Government acts by its proper organs, over

whom it has control, and for whose engagements it is responsible. The
measures which may be adopted by a State Government, for the defence of

a State, must be considered as its own measures, not those of the United

States. The expenses attending them are chargeable to the State, and not

to the United Slates. Your Excellency will perceive that a different con-

struction would lead into the most important, and, it is believed, into the

most pernicious consequences. If a State could call out the militia, and sub-

ject the United States to the expense of supporting them, at its pleasure, the

national authority would cease as to that important object, and the nation be

charged with expenses, in the measures producing which the National Gov-

ernment had an agency, and over which it could have no control.

This, however, though a serious objection to such a construction, is not

^ the most weight}-. By taking the defence of the State into its own hands,

and out of those of the General Government, a policy is introduced, on the

tendency of which I forbear to comment. I shall remark, only, that, if a

close union of the States, and a harmonious co-operation between them and

12
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the General Government, are at any time necessary for the preservation

of their independence, and of those inestimable liberties which were
achieved by the valor and blood of our ancestors, that period may be consi-

dered as having arrived.

It follows, from this view of the subject, that, if the force which has been

put into service by your Excellency has been required by Maj. Gen. Dear-

born, or received by him, and put under his command, the expenses attend- ^^

ing it will be defrayed by the United States. It follows, likewise, as a ne- 4J'

cessary consequence, that, if this force has been called into service by the

authority of the State, independently of Maj. Gen. Dearborn, and be not

placed under him as Commander of the district, the State of Massachusetts is

chargeable with the expense, and not the United States. Any claim

which the State may have to reimbursement, must be judged of hereafter, by

the competent authority, on a full view of all the circumstances attending it.

It is a question which is beyond the authority of the Executive. Your Ex-
cellency will perceive that this Government has no other alternative than to

adhere to a system of defence, which was adopted on great consideration,

with the best view to the general welfare, or to abandon it, and with it a prin-

ciple held sacred; thereby shrinking from its duty at a moment of great

peril, weakening the guards deemed necessary for the public safety, and
opening the door to other consequences not less dangerous. By these re-

marks, it is not intended to convey the idea that a militia officer of superior

gradt, regularly called into service, shall not command an officer of the reg-

ular army of inferior grade, when acting together. No such idea is enter-

tained by the Government. The militia are relied on essentially for the de-

fence of the country. In their hands every thing is safe. It is the object

of the Government to impose on them no burthens which it may be pos-
sible to avoid, and to protect them in the discharge of their duties, in the

enjoyment of all their rights.

The various points which are attacked and menaced by the enemy, espe-
cially in this quarter, where they are waging, in considerable force, a preda-
tory and desolating warfare, make it difficult to provide immediately for all

the necessary expenditures. Any aid which the State of Massachusetts
may afford to the United States to meet these expenditures will be cheerfully
received and applied to the payment and support of the militia of that State

in the service of the United States. It will be proper that the money thus
advanced should be deposited in some bank in Boston, that the disburse-
ment of it may be made under the authority of the Government of the U.
States, as in similar cases elsewhere. Credit will be given to the State for
such advances, and the amount be considered a loan to the United States. I

have the honor to be, with the highest respect, sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

JAS. MONROE.
HisExc. Caleb Strong, S,'c.

Boston, October 1, 1814.

Sir: In the month of M^y last, I held a conversation with Brigadier Gen-
eral Gushing, at that time the Superintendent of Military District No. 1, on
the subject of a detachment of militia being called out by your Excellency,
and placed under his command, for the defence of the sea-coast, and particu- v

larly of this town and the forts in the harbor.
In this conversation, he stated to me the incompetency of the United

Slates' troops for manning even one of those fortresses; and expressed
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great solicitude to have such a number of men furnished him by the State,

as to secure the forts under his care from surprise. The General, at the same
interview, observed that he was fully sensible of the feelings of the militia

officers in being placed under the command of United States' officL-rs. But
to obviate that difficulty as far as was in his power, he added, that, in case
of an attack or alarm, he should immediately repair to one of the forts

himself, and that the other fort should be committed to the defence of the
militia, which should be subject to the command of no officer of the United
States' Army, but himself. In another conversation with Gen. Gushing,
3ome little tixrie afterwards, the same ideas were expressed.

With entire respect, I have the honor to be, sir,

Your Exccllencv's most obedient servant,

J. BROOKS.
His Exc. Caleb Strong.

October 13, 1814.

Hon. Thos H. Perkins:

Dear Sir: I have handed to the Secretary my answer to Gen. Dear-
born's letter in July: at the same time, I wrote to Gen. Brooks, that, if

he could make the same arrrangements with Gen. Dearborn as was pro-

posed by Gen. Gushing, I wished him to issue an order for calling out the

militia by Gen. Dearborn, but otherwise not. What the arrangement was,
you will see in Gen. Brook's report, which he handed me the other day,

and which I wish you to return, after having it copied, if you desire a copy.

After receiving Gen. Dearborn's letter of the 4th September, I laid it

before the Council, 'l hey thought that the militia would not, without ex-

treme reluctance, if at all, be induced to turn out, if they were to be placed

under tlie officers of the United States: and, in my opinion, some of the

most respectable militia officers in the neighborhood concurred. The Coun-
cil, therefore, unanimously advised to place the militia under one of their

own major generals, and I issued the order of the 6th September. The
same daj-, Gen. Dearborn's aid called on me to know if I had any answer
to send to Gen, Dearborn. I told him that I had justissued a general order,

which I would immediately enclose to G n. Dearborn. He replied, there

was no occasion for that, as Gen. Dearborn had that general order. He
inquired of me who was to command the militia to be called out: I told

him that a major general of the militia would command them. He said

that Gen. Dearborn did not expect that, and would personally call on me,
and converse on the su])ject. I told him that I should wait on him with

pleasure. I expected that he would call, but he did not; and I have not,

since that time, seen or corresponded with him.

I am, sir, your humble servant,

CALEB STROxVG.

A requisition appears to have been made by Major General Dearborn,

upon Governor Strong, on the 8th July, 1514, for certain artillery and

infantry detachments of militia, constituting together, including officers,

a force of about 1,300 men, to be in United States' se-rvice, at different posts

on the seaboard of the State, for three months; and, in compliance there-

with, these detachments appear to have been ordered out and placed^ in the

United States' service, and to have been paid and supplied by the General

Government. Their services commenced early in August, and terminat-

ed in the beginning of November; and four full companies thereof, command-
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ed by a lieutenant colonel, appear to have been stationed at fort Warrenj

in Boston harbor. The letters of ivhich the following are copies have re-

ference to militia, which, soon after their date, appear to have been called

out, and also placed in the service of, and been paid and supplied by, the

United States. They were on duty at fortsWarren and Independence till about

the end of November. Brig. Gen. H. A. S. Dearborn was the officer in

service with them, and whose measures for defence are described in a letter

addressed by him to CoL Perkins, set forth in the entries as to fortifica-

tions, &c.

Adjutant General's OrricE,

Boston, September 17, 1814.

Sir: As the Commander-in-Chief has authorized me to make a detach-

ment, to be placed under your orders, upon forts Independence and Warren,
agreeably to the suggestion made by you a few evenings since, I have to

request you to favor me with a sketch of the number and grade of the offi-

cers you wish to be employed on that service, both artillery and infantry.

A considerable proportion of the troops will be ready to receive your orders

the day after te-morrow. Should, however, the enemy, in the mean time,

appear, the Commander-in-Chief will furnish you with reinforcements from
other parts of the militia.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. BROOKS.
Major General Dearborn.

Head Quarters, Boston, Septemher 17, 1814.

Dear Sir: In conformity with your note of this day, the following sketch
will show the number and grade of the officers for 1,000 infantry and 200
artillery, exclusive of a brigadier general, which I take for granted is to be
the one I proposed.

Infantry. »drtillery,

2 Lieutenant Colonels, 1 Major,
2 Majors, 2 Captains,

10 Captains, 8 Lieutenants,
30 Lieutenants, 12 Sergeants,
10 Ensigns, 12 Corporals,
1 Adjutant, 4 Musicians.
1 Quartermaster,

1 Paymaster,
1 Surgeon,
2 Surgeon's Mates,

1 Sergeant Major,
1 Quastermaster Sergeant,

2 Principal Musicians,

50 Sergeants,

40 Corporals,

20 Musicians.

I am, respectfully, your very humble servant,

*f • ri , T, z,.. ^ K- DEARBORN.
Major General Brooks, %/Sdj. Gen.
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Expenditures in"respect of sundry companies and detach-

ments, in service' at Fort Strong, from the 21st September,
1814, to the 28th February, 1815- - - ^3,024 19
Deduct for clothing - - - 470 59

arms - - - - 70 61

overpayments - - - 28 91

excess in the cost of rations over
the United States' contract price 354 16

do. in more beingcharged forthan

the troops were entitled to 34 25
miscellaneous items - - 36 08

994 60

S2, 029 59

Fort Strong, where the services of these companies, &c. are stated to

have been rendered, appears to have been, by State authority, constructed

at a place called Noddle's Island, under the superintendence of Loammi
Baldwin, Engineer, with whose accounts the copy of a letter is filed, of the

following import:

Boston, September 2\^ 1814.

Dear Sir: The works at Noddle's Island have been prosecuted so far that

a guard stationed there would be of the first importance: many inconvenien-
ces as to the tools would be avoided by such a measure, as we have already
lost several of them. I think it my duty to ask your attention to the sub-

ject, and to request that a guard may be placed at the fort as early as the ar-

duous duties of your office will permit you to make such an arrangement.
With great respect, your obedient servant.

LOAMMI BALDWIN.
Hon. John Brooks, »^dj. Gen. Boston.

According to the roll, the first of the companies entered on duty on the

day of the date of this letter, and was detached under a general order of the

same date. The other companies, &c. were called out in succession to re-

lieve each other, and, as expressed at the heads of the rolls, by brigade or re-

gimental orders. Of these, or of the general order before alluded to, no co-

pies are produced, nor any further documents in relation to these troops, ex-

cept three general orders, issued by the State Executive, on the Sth and
30th November, 1814, and the 30th January, 1815; the first for reducing

the force to twelve men, and the next for furnishing a guard of fifteen men
for two months, and the last for continuing it another month. The force

in service at a time consisted of a company during the first four weeks, of a

lieutenant's command during the next three weeks, and of a sergeant's du-

ring the residue of the period. Exclusive thereof, as is before shown, there

were on duty at and in the vicinity of Boston, for a considerable portion of

this period, (and within which nearly two-thirds of the last mentioned ex-

penditures arose,) a very large militia force in State service, under major

General Whiton, and another in United States' service, under Brigadier

General Dearborn.

Cape *^nn to Boston.

Expenditures incurred in erecting and keeping flag-stafTji, in the

Fall of 1814 - - - - - - S 597 55
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A paper, of which the following is a copy, has been found amongst the

documentary evidence. It is endorsed as being a letter from Col. Perkins,

but has not his signature.

Boston, September 23d, 1814.

Sir: It is recommended to you to establish, immediately, signals between

Cape Ann and Boston, to communicate the information of the approach of

any large number of ships. It is thought that, at present, nothing more
than this can be done, with sufficient promptitude for the occasion. You
will, therefore, undertake to erect a flag-staff, of sufficient height, at Glouces-

ter, and intermediate stages between that place and this town, and provide

flags for them, and persons to attend them. A spy-glass should be supplied,

by loan or purchase, to each station, and a confidential person placed at each

with a regular relief, sufficient to keep up a constant and vigilant attention

to the object. You must, either by yourself or a committee of your town,

make this arrangement, and that without loss of time. One station on an

eminence at Gloucester, one between Gloucester and Salem, one at Chelsea,

and communicated from thence to this town. You will determine upon the

sites of the flag-staffs, and procure the flags, which will be paid for by this

Board. You will understand that it is the wish of the Board, that, in no

case, are signals to be made but when a fleet of not less than fifteen ships

are in sight, otherwise the sea-coast will be kept constantly in alarm. We
are making similar arrangements on the south shore. Sentinels, from the

day-dawning to night-fall, should be kept; as the lights will be suspended at

the light-houses, it is not apprehended that a fleet will approach after dark.

Men in whom perfect confidence can be placed should be the sentinels, and

boxes built at each station for their protection against the weather, unless

there are dwelling-houses immediately in the neighborhood. It is probable

your avocations will prevent your personal attendance in the execution of

this business; if so, employ some active confidential men, who will attend to

it. We presume the flags may be borrowed, which should be done, if prac-

ticable, as we wish the utmost economy in the expenditures, which, with all

our care, will be very great. Should you employ persons at the intermedi-

ate stages, Mr. Hough, at Gloucester, Mr. Nicholas Thorndike, at Beverly,

being active men, are recommended to your attention. Pool's Hill, at Man-
chester, is mentioned as nearer to Salem, and giving as good a view to the

northeast as Pigeon Hill. It is not probable that a fleet will attempt this

bay but in clear weather, when the flags can be seen. You will please to ac-

knowledge the receipt of this letter, and inform this Board of the measures

you are taking in the premises.

In behalf of the Board of Commissioners for the sea-coast defence.

Brig. Gen. S. Darby, Salem.
The disbursements were made by Brigadier General Darby.

Cohasset.

Expenditures in respect of a company commanded by Capt. Cleverly, in

service for 2 months, ending 16th August, 1814, 1^2,856 92

Deduct for clothing - - 420 00
overpayments - - 2 86

excess in the cost of rations beyond
the D. S. contract price - 137 43

allowances to officers for rooms 4 00

miscellaneous items - 55 45
619 74

2,237 18
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An application, of which the following is a copy, appears to have been
addressed to his Kxcellency Caleb Strong, Governor and Commander-in-
Chief

To his Excellency the Governor ofthe Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

We, the subscribers, beg leave to represent to your Excellency, that we
have been called upon, in our military capacity, to aid in protecting the
town and harbor of Cohasset from invasion expected to be made by the
British force now off that place. It appears they have landed a force at

Scituate, burned and carried off all the vessels in that harbor, and have
threatened to do the same at Cohasset; as yet, they have been prevented
by the militia of Hingham, Weymouth, &c. It appears that the harbor
of Cohasset is very much exposed to a sudden invasion from the enemj'^

;

and it would be in Iheir power to destroy all the shipping and other pro-
perty around the harbor before any assistance could possibly be afforded
from the militia of the neighboring towns, unless a sufficient force could
be afforded them to prevent at the first attack. The shipping now in the
harbor of Cohasset is valuable, and worth perhaps Si 00,000 or more.
The harbor is resorted to by many vessels passing from Cape Cod and
all the South shore, as a retreat from the enemy, and has been the means
ofsaving many vessels from capture. It is our opinion, that, if they could
be furnished by this Commonwealth with two twelve pound carronades,

and one six pound cannon, a sufficient quantity of ammunition, one full

company of artillery, and two companies of infantry, it would enable
them, with their own exertion, to protect the place from invasion, and
thereby save to the inhabitants of that town and the Commonwealth a

valuable property, and perhaps be the means of saving many valuable
lives. We therefore pray your Excellency to take into consideration their

situation, and afford them such assistance as, in your wisdom, may be
thought proper, and that with as much speed as may be.

BARNABAS CLARK, Lt. Col. SR.l B.
SAMUEL WEBB, Jr. Lt. Col. 2 R. \ B. \ D.
WASHINGTON CUSHLNG, Major 2 B. IB. ID.
JAMES THAYER, Capt.
SIMEON WHITE, Capt.
ZEBADIAH HOLLIS, Capt.
BENJAMIN DERBY, Capt. ArtiUery,
EDWARD F JACOBS, Capt. Artillery, IB. 5 D.
SAMUEL FRENCH, 4/AXee^^/.

Cohasset, June 13, 1814.

The Governor, in a general order, dated Head Quarters, Boston, June
13, 1814, after expressing that he had taken into consideration the repre-

sentation of the distressed situation of the navigation and town of Cohas-
set, from the presence of the British force near the harbor of that town,
directed that a detatchment of 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 4 ser-

geants, 4 corporals, 2 musicians, and 60 privates, be detailed forthwith

by Lt. Col. Samuel Webb, Jr. assembled, and marched to Cohasset; the

term of service not to exceed 2 mon«hs, and the detachment to be sooner

discharged, if the safety of the port and town would permit.

Under this order, the company commanded by Capt. Cleverly was de-

tailed, and stationed at Cohasset; and under another general order of the

Governor, issued on the 10th August, 1814, th(» company was di<^charged

on the 16th of that mouth.
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Glouceeter.

Expenditures in respect of two companies commanded by Captg. Haskell

and Witcher, including the pay &c. of Major Ehvell, who comanded
them, ----- S 11,492 49

Amount credited for articles sold after the war - 59 89
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without delay, to detatch from his regiment, for actual service, by day and
night, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 1 drummer, 1 fifer, 4 ser-

geants, 4 corporals, and 64 privates; and by the orderly book of Lieut.

Col. Appleton, it appears that in conformity with this division order,
the company of Capt. Haskell was detached. It entered on duty on the
21st June ; and on the 4th of August, a division order appears to have been
issued by Maj. Gen. Hovey directing the discharge thereof, and other troops,

^they being, as therein stated, relieved by a detachment ordered for 3

months' service. The detachment here referred to was furnished and placed
in the United States' service on the requisition of Maj. Gen. Dearborn, da-

ted the 8th July, 1814, and was paid and supplied by the United States. A
letter of Maj. Gen. Hovoy, dated Salem, August 6, 1814, and addressed to

Lt. Col. Appleton, contains as follows : " Yours of the 5th I have received,

wherein you say that you have received the division order of the 4th, to

discharge the detached company from your regiment: this order v.as foun-

ded on a communication from the Adjutant General of the 3d, wherein he
says, *I have no doubt myself, that, as soon as the detachment for the United
States arrive at its station, the State guards may be dispensed with ;' there-

fore I felt it my duty to discharge the guards in Gloucester, Salem, and
INlarblehead. I am fully sensible of the satisfaction Capt. Haskell and his

company have given to the inhabitants of Gloucester, but I am of the opin-

ion that they cannot be continued in service in consequence of the detach-

ment for 3 month's service." In the record book of the committee of safety

of the town of Gloucester, there is an entry, showing, that, at a special meet-

ing, held on the 7th August, a committee was appointed to wail on Maj. Gen.
Hovey, to request the continuance of the company commanded by Capt.

Haskell; and Maj. Gen. Hovey, by a division order of the 9th August,
" in consequence of a representation made to him by the selectmen and chair-

man of the committee of safety in the town of Gloucester, of the Sth inst.

stating their exposed situation and constant danger of being harassed by
the enemy," countermanded his division order of the 4th, so far as related to

Capt. Haskell's company, and directed its continuance in service till the last

of September, if not sooner discharged by order of the Commander-in-Chief;

and by another division order, issued by ^laj. Gen. Hovey on the 29th Sep-

tember, he, after noticing that the term of service of Capt. Haskell's compa-
ny had nearly expired, and that it had been represented that the danger to

which the town of Gloucester was exposed was as great as it was when the

company was first ordered into service, ordered its further continuance till

the last of November, unless sooner discharged by order of the Commander-
in-Chief.

At another meeting of the committee of safety of the town of Gloucester,

on the 9th September, 1814, a committee, according to the records, was ap-

pointed to wait upon his Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth
and upon the committee of defence, to represent to them the defenceless and

exposed situation of the town, and to request immediate reinforcements of

guns, ammunition, and men ; and the letter, whereof the following is a co-

py, is presumed to have been the result.

Adjutant General's Office,

g Bosfon, September 13, 1S14.

Sir : His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief directs that you detach one

company of 75 privates, properly officered, from the 2d regiment and 2d bri-

13
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gadeof your division, to be without delay, sent to Gloucester, to be stationed

in that town ninety days, unless sooner discharged. The captain will report

himself, on arrival at Gloucester, to Major Robert Ehvell, Jun., who is

hereby appointed to the command of all the detached troops in the service

of the State, stationed in that town.
I am, very respectfully. Sir,

Your obedient servant,

J. BROOKS.
Major General Amos Hovet.

Agreeable thereto, Major Elwell appears to have entered on duty on the

15th September, and the company of Capt. Witcher on the 19th of that

month.
An order for the- immediate discharge of the two companies commanded by

Major Elwell was issued by the State Executive on the 29th October, 1814;

and they and the major were soon afterwards discharged accordingly.

As connected with the services of these militia, the testimonials hereafter

set forth have been collected from the documentary evidence educed,

Salem, Jiugiist 1814.

Sir : Enclosed are sundry returns, viz : from a company of infantry com-

manded by Capt. Benj. Haskell, of Gloucester, of the Essex Guards in Sa-

lem, and the Sea Fencibles in Newburyport, and also the detachment from

the 2d division for three months' service, pursuant to general orders of the

18th ult. This detachment was mustered in their respective brigades on the

1st day of August, and on the second marched to the division rendezvous in

Salem; the men, arms, and equipments, were in good order. On their arrival

in Salem, they were immediatel}^ assigned to their several posts, viz : Salem,

Marblehead, and Gloucester. On the 4th, I issued orders to discharge Capt.

Haskell's company, and to discontinue the night guards in Salem and Mar-
blehead ; bus as soon as the detachment arrived in Gloucester, I had a ve-

ry pressing letter from the selectmen and committee of safety, stating their

exposed situation, and that the detachment just arrived had gone into the

United States' fort, and would not be able to give them that protection which
their local situation absolutely required. They informed me that Capt.

Haskell's company was in a good state of discipline, and was willing to be

continued in the service ofthe Commonwealth, if necessary; that the compa-
ny was divided, and on duty at the harbor, Sandy Bay, and Squam, and had
given great satisfaction to the inhabitants. The request of the selectmen, &c.

was so urgent, and, I thought so reasonable, that Capt. Haskell's company
might not be discharged, that I countermanded the order of the 4th, so far as

related to the discharge of said company, and ordered that they be continued
in service until the last ofSeptember, unless sooner discharged by order of the

Commander-in-Chief
[Passages relating to other matters are here omitted.]

Since writing the above I have been called on by Messrs. Nash and
Hough, of Gloucester: they inform me that in Stage Fort so called,

where a part of Capt. Haskell's company is stationed, were three IS
pounders property of the United States, which were receipted for by the
committee of safety, and to be delivered to the United States when d&
manded. An officer of the United States has lately demanded and received
them, which leaves the fort destitute of ordnance. I have no doubt but
Stage Fort is well situated to annoy the enemy, should he have the temerity
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to approach Gloucester harbor or its vicinity; and beg leave to give it as

ID}' opinion, that, if the committee of defence have on hand a pair of 18 or

24 jDOunders to dispose of, they would be judiciously placed in said fort,

under the care of Capt. Haskell.

I am, very respectfully, Sir,

Your humble servant,

AMOS HOVEY,
MaJ. Gen. 2d Division.

Hon. Jqhn Brooks, Esq.
tddjutant General.

Wenham, August IT, 1814.

Dear Sik : The bearers, Lonson Nash and Benjamin K. Hougl\, Es-
quires, will show you a vote of the committee of safety of Gloucester, au-

thorising them to apply to the Executive of the Commonwealtii for four

I8-pounders, to be used in the defence of that town, to supply the place of

those withdrawn by the authority of the United States. They will give you
information of the circumstances attending the removal of the United Stales'

artillery, from which you will conclude that considerations of safety to the

town had no influence on the measure. Perhaps your application to Gen.

Dearborn may procure their restoration, especially as the whole United

States' force there, twenty reguhir artillerists excepted, and these perhaps

recruits, to be drilled and then marched away, consists of the militia of the

Commonwealth lately- detached, and these under the command of an officer

in whom the citizens have not that confidence which they pl.ice in the de-

tachment oi their ow?i mi/i/ia, serving under the orders of the Governor.

It appears that the heavy artillery removed from the town's fort are now ab-

solutely useless, and that they were taken away merely because the town d^-

clined delivering the possession o( i/s own fort \.o !he United States.

Under these circumstances I am inclined to think it expedient, if Gene-

ral Dearborn cannot be persuaded to restore the cannon, that three or four

battering pieces should be furnished from the park of the Commonwealth,
with the requisite apparatus and ammunition, for the town's fort afore-men-

tioned. Because, if such kind of defence of that harbor be expedient, it

should be such as can be relied on, and in strength of force, as to numbers,

as may be reasonably effectual. And it may be questioned, %vhether, in this

point of view, both detachments of militia, with the handful of regular artil-

lerists, are more than adequate to such defence. I presume the Governor

will in a few days be in Boston, and Gen. Cobb also, as one of the Council.

If any con.sultation on this and other similar subjects should be deemed re-

quisite, you will have the goodness to inform me. I purpose being in Bos-

ton in Commencement week.
I have the honor to "be, with respect and esteem,

Dear Sir, your obedient servant,

TIMOTHY PICKERING
General John Brooks, Boston.

Adjutant General's Office,

Boston, Scpteinbcr 12, lSl-4.

Sir : The State Quartermaster General reports, that there are in the Uni-

ted States' fort at Gloucester, one 12-poundcr and three IS-pounders, iron

cannon, belonging to the Stale. \\\\\ch wore mountrd on 5arl:?on carriages,
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with apparatus complete, in the year 1798. A committee of Gloucester has

represented that the people of that town have erected a fort, and built a bar-

rack within it, for the accommodation of a company of soldiers, and were fur-

nished with three pieces of artillery, eighteen-pounders, on loan from the

United States, for the use of their fort, but that they have lately been taken

away. The present emergency is so pressing, I have to request, and I do it

with earnestness, that the there IS-pounders may be returned to Gloucester,

while the alarm and the urgent necessity of employing every efficient means ®
of^defence shall continue. A committee of the town of Gloucester will wait

on you herewith.
I am, very respectfully, Sir,

Your obediedt servant,

J. BROOKS
To Major Gen. Henry Dearborn.

The result of this application is not shown.

Gloucester, iSfejo/emSer 8, 1814.

Sir : This morning, at two o'clock, the enemy effected a landing of 60 or

70 men at Sandy Bay, and took the fort in that place, in which were sta-

tioned a non-commis&ioned officer and ten privates of Capt. Haskell's com-
pany. Such was the density of the fog, that the sentinel was surprised be-

fore an alarm could be given. The enemy, after setting fire to the guard-

house, and spiking the pieces, retreated to their barges before a force could

be collecteds ufficient to obstruct their retreat. One of the barges, after haul-

ing off, and in the act of firing on the dwellings of the citizens, sprung a

leak, and rendered it necessary for those that were in her to swim for the

shore. By this circumstance, five of the privates who were taken in the fort

were recovered, and thirteen of the enemy were taken prisoners. These
are now in custody, and shall wait your directions respecting them.

JAMES APPLETON,
Lieiit. Col. SrC' 2a Beg. Isi Brig. 2d Div.

A.MOS Hovey, Esq.,

Maj. Genei'ul 2d Div.

Salem, September 9, 1814.

Sir : I have only time to say that your letter of yesterday I have just re-

ceived. Keep a good look oat, and deliver your prisoners to the Marshal.
Yours, respectfully,

AMOS HOVEY,
Maj. Gen. 2d Div.

Lieut. Col. AppLEToiir.

The record of the last two letters in Lieut. Col. Appleton's orderly book,
is followed by a note in these words: *' The above mentioned prisoners,

belonging to the Nymph frigate, the inhabitants of Sandy Bay, by some
means or other, exchanged them for an equal number of Amercan pri-

soners on board the Nymph." A letter, proposing the exchange, from
the captain of the ship Nymph, addressed to the commanding officer of the*^

militia, or chief magistrate of Sandy Bay, is filed amongst the papers.
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Leander, 1 p. M. Tuesday.

Sir: George Collier believes the boat on shore a fisherman. He desires

to examine her, without recourse to arms; and if objected to, he will land,

or destroy every house within two miles of the cove. This the inhabitants

may rely upon.

G. R. COLLIER.
To the principal inhabitant or militia officer on shore.

Gloucester, Sept. 21, 1S24.

We, whose names are hereto affixed, selectmen of the town of Glouces-

ter, in the county of Essex, do certify and declare, that, during the Sum-
mer and Fall of the year 1814, when we are at war with Great Britain,

the inhabitants of the town were constantly exposed to the depredations

of the enemy. The fear and alarm of the people were great A single

day scarcely passed without seeing, within short distance of our dwellings,

some of the enemy's ships. Half of the dwelling-houses of our whole
population, which exceeds six thousand, was greatly exposed. The ene-

my was constantly attempting to land, and was prevented from this and
other outrages only by the militia. The occasions for calling them out

were very frequent, by night as well as by day. In one instance, the

enemy landed, and after burning a small house, turned his fire on other

houses; and one house still shows where the balls of the enemy passed

through it. In another instance, (month of September) the enemy attempt-

ed to land a number of probably 150 men, in two barges, covered by the

fire of Sir George Collier, then lying ofi'our town, but after a sharp contest

with the militia, who were assembled, they were repulsed. On this and
other occasions, the greatest consternation prevailed: many people, with
their effects, were removed from town. And, jn another instance, a rich-

ly laden packet was chased into our harbor, run ashore, and deserted by the

crew, but was saved by Captain Sayward's company of artillery, and other

militia, under the direction of Lieut. Colonel Appleton, even after the ene-

my had got out his boats to board her. Our dependence on the militia for

defence and security at that time was known and felt by all, and the com-
mittee of safety frequently requested, in hehalf of the town, that they might
be increased.

CHARLES L. ROBERTS,
DANIEL H. RODGERS,

Selectmen of Gloucester.

[Endorsed.l

Gloucester, Sept. 21, 1824. We, the undersigned, magistrates in

the said county of Essex, and residing in this town, having examined the

within, do certify that it is correct in all respects.

HENRY PHELHS. J. P
ISAAC ELWELL, J. P.

The detached militia in United States' service within the limits of Major
General Hovey's division, were, according to the rolls, on duty from the

beginning of Augustto the beginning of November, 1814, and consisted, in-

cluding officers, as follows:

Force. Where statio)ied.

78 Fort Lee, Salem.

63 Fort Sewall, Marblehead.
65 Fort Defiance, Gloucester.
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Beverly.

Expenditures in respect of a company of artillery, and ano~

ther of infantry, commanded by Captains Putnam and
Farnum, in service from the 20th and 22d of Sept. to the

begining of Nov. 1814, . - _ . g 3,578 74
Deduct for clothing - - - . 468 39

use of arms - - - 70 30 ^
overpayments - - - 20 92
excess in the cost of rations, beyond the

U. S. contract price - - 131 88
miscellaneous items - - . 104 50

'^^ eg

2, 782 75

The State Executive appears to have issue<l, on the 16th September, 1814,

a general order, requirirjg Major General Hovey to detach for service at

Beverly one company of infantry and one company of artillery, to continue

in service ninety days; and, on the 29th October, anotlier like order, direct-

ing their discharge forthwith. An application for such a force appears to

have been addressed to the Governor, and of which the following is a copy:

To his Excellency the Governor ofthe Comnionweallh ofMassachusetts
and the Commander-in-Chief of the arviy and navy 4'C.

Respectfully represents, the subscribers, in behalf of a large number of

the inhabitants of the town of Beverly, in the county of Essex, that the

said town is in a situation much exposed to a sudden attack of his enemy,
and that most of the houses in the commercial part of it are within the

reach of his frigates and smaller armed vessels: that two ocompanies of

the Commonwealth's troops, one of artillery and one of infantry, may be

well accommodated in this town, and, they believe, may be here stationed

so as to render the most essential service to the public; as the}^ will be

serviceable, not only in repelling any attack on this town, butmay also be

m^'ched from this place, in a very short time, to any one of several oUier

probable points of attack. Stationed here, they will be less than seven

miles from Manchester, two from Salem, six from Marblehead, and four

from Danvers, where there is a considerable quantity of shipping, collected

from different towns, to attract the enemy's attention, and about fifteen miles

-

from Charlestown, and the same from Gloucester. On these views of the

subject, the said inhabitants respectfully submit to your Excellency's
consideration the expedienc}'^ of stationing in this town two such companies:

and, if the public service will permit one, and but one, to be stationed in this

town, then the expediency of placing here one conjpany of artillery. Cu-
ring the last Revolutionary war, the Government thought proper to station a

regiment in this town.

We are, most respectfully,

Yur Excellency's obt, servtg.

N. DANE,
MOSES BROWN,
THOMAS STEVENS,

Beverly, September 15, 1814.
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Sundry places.

Expenditures in respect oftwo detachments of cavalry, in

service as videttes, one of them from the 5th to the 22(1,

and the other from the 7th to the 21st October, 1814,
Also, compensation paid to Major Geiieral Hovey for

"military services, pursuant to the orders of his Excel-
lency the Commandcr-in-C;hief, of the lOtii and 24lh of

June, and the 23d of August, 1814, and expenses occa-

sioned thereby," and payments to his Aid, &.c. for expen-
ses of travelling express with division orders.

Deduct for clothing

overpayments
miscellaneous items

47
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To William H. Sumner Esq.

The situation of the District of Maine, now assailed by the enemy, appear-
ing to us to require the presence of an Executive agent, who should prompt-
ly provide every practicable means of defence, we, by virtue of the pow-
ers conferred on us by the Governor, with advice of Council, by his commis-
sion bearing date the 16th day of June last, do hereby appoint you to be that

agent, relying on your ability, fidelity, zeal, and energy, to perform the du-
ties of the agency, in the manner best adapted to the actual circumstances of

that District. The following ideas have occurred to us, and we present them
U> you, as useful to bear in remembrance.
As the enemy is in force to operate by land as well as by water, we think

it necessary to caution you, and our fellow-citizens there, against too great a

reliance on water batteries, or other fortifications of any kind. It will be his

obvious policy, and the policy has been already exhibited in his practice, to

avoid encountering such works, where the object aimed at is otherwise attain-

able. This object appears to be principally, if not solely, the destruction of

all the shipping in our harbors and rivers: for, notwithstanding the President

of the United States has announced, in his proclamation of the 1st inst. that

Admiral Cochrane has, by ajdirect communication, avowed his purpose to be,

to employ the force under his direction in destroying and laying waste such
towns and districts upon the coast as may be found assailable; yet we are un-
willing to believe the avowal to be thus unqualified in its terms, and intended
to be so savage and cruel in its efiects. We are rather inclined to think that

this devastation is to be confined to the shipping in our waters, of which the

destruction will undoubtedly be as universal and complete as the force of the

enemy can accomplish, while he may not regret the destruction of buildings

contingent on the burning and destroying of vesssels. Under this view of the

subject, we think it necessary, and of the first importance, in contemplating

the mode of defence, to guard against the enemy's approach by land. For
this end, every exposed town and its environs shodld be carefully viewed,
to find the practicable and probable landing places, and the routes by which
he may reach the town and its shipping; and then to consider and adopt the

best means of defence. Breastworks, whether of earth or fallen trees, will

avail nothing, excepting in narrow passes, nor there, if by a moderate detour

he can go around them. In the warfare practised by the enemy, the best

defence will be the firm breasts of our citizens, with the light artillery and
smail arms for their weapons. To obtain a competent force of this kind,

you will consult with the generals and principal officers in the District,

whose commands comprehend the places to be defended. We trust they
will all pay a prompt and punctual attention to the general orders of the

Commander-in-Chief, of the 6th instant, particularly by inspecting the equip-

ments of their militia, and causing them to be in readiness for immediate
and active service. Where such great interests are at stake, great sacrifices

are called for. Some days spent in putting their arms in order, in preparing

ammunition suited to their guns, in exercising with them, and in learning

the simplest manoeuvres, and to break, disperse, and promptly to rally again,

will enable them to meet the enemy with confidence, and with the best pros-

pects of defeating him, and saving their towns and property from destruc-

tion. Being aware that considerable additional supplies of ammunition may
be indispensable, you are hereby authorized to purchase them on the best

terms in your power, and to draw bills for the amount on the commissioners,

which will be duly honored. If the ammunition which may be wanted
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cannot be procured in the District, nor in Portsmouth, then you will give
the earliest possible information thereof to the Adjutant General, that sup-
plies may be sent from Boston. Perhaps, too,.by that time, some arms may
be furnished. When the militia shall be called into actual service, it will
be necessary to furnish them with provisions, fuel, straw, and iorage:
this, we hope and trust, will be done by the Government of the Uniteil

^ States; but, if that Government declines to do it, you are hereby authorized
to contract for the above articles, on the best terms you can; the same to be
delivered by the contractor or contractors in the same quantities, to officers

and soldiers, as ihey are furnished to the regular troops of the United States.

Your compensation will be fixfed hereafter; for your necessary expenses you
will draw on the commissioners of defence. Given under our hands, the
10th of September, 1814. DAVID COBB,

T. PICKERING,
J. BROOKS,

Commissioners for sea-coast defence.

Boston, September IQth, IS 14.

Sih: As the commissioners for military defence have appointed you their

agent, to repair to the District of Maine, and to assist in providing every
practicable mean of defence for that part of the State, I will suggest such cir-

cumstances in relation to that subject as have occurred to me.
The Major Generals or commanders of divisions arc authorized, in case

of invasion, or imminent danger of it, to call out such part of the militia as

they may think necessary for the protection of such exposed towns. In

forming a judgment in cases of this kind, we have ground to expect that no
men will be more impartial; as, on the one hand, they will be solicitous to

afford reasonable protection to the inhabitants of the coast; and, on the other,

will be unwilling to call the militia from their homes, except in cases of

necessity. Hitherto, experience has served to confirm these expectations:

for, so far as I have been informed, those officers have conducted with great

prudence and discretion. As we can only conjecture what are the views of

the enemy, and the state of things is continually changing, it is impossible

to ascertain beforehand, and at a distance, what measures may be necessary;

they must, therefore, for the most part, be referred to the commanding offi-

cers of the militia, who are in the neighborhood, and in whose judgment I

repose full confidence. You will confer with them, and such other officers

as you may judge proper,, on the subject of defending the coast, and will

give you aid for the march of detachments or whole corps, for the defence

of any post or place that may be deemed to require support. Portland will

deserve your first attention, unless you find, on your way thither, that

Portsmouth is immediately menaced; in which case, you will confer with

General Ichabod Goodwin, and make the requisite arrangements with him
to meet the emergency, before you proceed further. The several Major
Generals will communicate to you the orders under which they now act,

which, with the instructions you will receive from the commissioners, and

your knowledge of my ideas on the subject of defence generally, will assist

»you in guiding your judgment. I observe that the people of Portland have

"proposed that the militia to be called out shall be put under the command of

Gen. Chandler. If the militia arc satisfied with that arrangement, I shall

make no objection to it. The United States, I presume, have made contracts

for the supply of the troops called into service in the Dij^trict of Maine, and

14
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it is desirable that the militia who may be now on duty should be supplied

that way. I wish you to inform me, or the commissioners, of whatever may
appear to you of importance, and am, with sincere regard,

Your obedient servant,

CALEB STRONG.
Col. Wm. H. Sumner.

A letter from Col. Sumner to Adjutant Gen. Brooks, dated Pox'tsmouth. ^
l2th September, 1814, and relating to the defence of that place, shows that

he had, on that day, had an interview with Gen. Goodwin; and, in another

letter of his to the Adjutant General, dated Portland, September 15th, 1814,

after noticing certain measures which had been suggested to him relative to

the defence of Wells and Arundel, he proceeds as follows: " Saco and Bid-

deford were the next objects of my attention. There is some shipping here,

and a great quantity of lumber at some miles from the sea; a company would
afford them sufficient protection, as a guard attached to the two three-pound-

ers they have. But, when they complained that Governor Strong had
done nothing for the defence of the State till lately, and now only for the

defence of Boston, and in the next breath told me that a company of United
States' troops was yesterday marched from there to Plattsburg, I could only
restrain my indignation long enough to explain to them some of the com-
mon principles of our constitution, as it respected the duties of those ad-

ministering them. There is no convincing or satisfying those whose
only objects are to produce discord and dissatisfaction. As this post is in

York county, and in General Goodwin's division, I have left them for your
decision."

Saco, September 15, 1814.

Sir : We have to request that you would take the trouble to call on us to-

morrow, to take into consideration what can be done for the defence of this

part of the sea-board, as the inhabitants are very much alarmed, and we
want to see you here very much, if you are not too much engaged. We
should like to see you as early as you can make it convenient.

Yours with respect,

BENJAIVIIN PIKE,
AARON SCAMMON,
TRISTRAM JORDAN, Jun.

Selecttnen of Saco^

ISRAEL LASSEL,
SAMUEL MERRILL,

Selectmen of Biddeford.
Brig. Gen. John M'DoNAxn.

This application appears to have been laid before Major General Goodwin,*
and by whom an order has been written thereon to this effect :

Alfred, September 16, 1814.
Brigadier General M'Donald will repair to Biddeford, and if, in his opin-

ion, troops are necessary for to strengthen the guard at Biddeford and Saco
harbor, he will order the light infantry companies in his brigade to march
there as guards, as soon as possible, on the sea-coast; and when danger ap-(
proachcs, his brigade will be ready to march at a moment's warning, to any
point where he may be ordered. The towns will supply the men ordered
from them.

ICHABOD GOODWIN, MjJ. Gen.
Major jMcrrlll will take the command of the light infantry companies-
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On the following day, brigade orders are shown to have been issued by
Brigadier General* I 'Donald, calling into service Major Merill, and the
three companies commanded by Captains Woodman, Stimpson, and Small.
A letter from Adjutant General Brooks, dated Boston, September 22,

1814, and directed to Major General Goodwin, after requiring him to detach
from his division a force for the defence of Portsmouth, and which was re-
ceived into the service of, and was paid and supplied by, the United States,

contains as follows :
••' Respecting the calls whicli have been made on you

from Biddcford and Saco, Arundel and York, I am instructed to observe, as
the opinion of the Commander-in-Chief, that, under the present aspect of dan-
ger, the three companies you have ordered to the two former places are suffi-

cient. In relation to the other exposed points ofyour District, the Comman-
der-in-Chief expects that you continue to exercise your discretion in order-
ing out troops for their security'."

The communication, informing the State Executive of the call of these
three companies into service, is not amongst the documents, nor is it shown
by whom, or in what way, the information was furnished. Pursuant to the
letter last noticed, a division order appears to have been issued by Major
General Goodwin, calling into service the force thereby required for the de-

fence of Portsmouth, and containing further directions, as follows : " Cap-
tain Edward Small will be ordererd to march his company to Arundel, and
relieve the guard stationed there, who will be discharged, and he will re-

ceive his ordersfrom Colonel Mitchel. The other two companies of light in-

fantry will relieve the guard stationed at Jordan's Point in Biddefortl, and
take charge of that post : the present guard to be dismissed. The men are
to continue in service three months, unless sooner discharged, from the time
of their arriving at the places appointed for their stations."

The guards referred to appear to have been discharged on the 23d Septem-
ber, 1814. The charges for their pay, fyc. are remarked on in the state-

ment relative to Militia called out for guard duty.

As to the companies of Captains Slrout and Appleton, it appears that Ma-
jor General Goodwin, by a division order, dated 3d of October, 1814, direct-

ed Brigadier General M'Donald to detach 100 men, to form two compauies,
and be completely officered ; one to be stationed at Biddcford and Saco, and
the other at Arundel, and to continue in service two months afior their

reaching those posts, unless sooner discharged; and further directed, that Ma-
jor Merrill, with the troops under his command, should I)e discharged as soon
as relieved by the new draft. This order was issued, as appears by a note

of Gen. Goodwin, on one of the copies, at the request of Jirigadicr Gen.
M'Donald, who, by another division order issued by INIajor Gen. Goodwin,
on the 4th of November, 1814, was required to discharge these militia as

soon as possible.

Porlhind.

Expenditures in respect of two companies in service at Fort Burrows,
from the IGth of September to the 28lh of November, 1813, under the com-
mand of Capt. Wm. Atherton

Deduct for clothing -

overpayments
excess in the cost of rations be-

j'ond the U. S. contract price

miscellaneous items
2.029 74

1,813 31



4,397 71
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defence of Portland, with two captains, two lieutenants, and two ensigns,
to repair to that town without delay, and do duty for 60 days if not sooner
discharged.

Adjutant General's Office,

BosloJi, September IS, 1818.

To Brig. General James Irish :

Sir: I acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated thcHthinst enclosing

the procedings of Portland. In the several orders to which you refer, you
will find a guide under every circumstance of invasion that may occur. I

am preparing a communication to his Excellency the Commander-in-chief,
in which I shall enclose your letter and the proceedings of Portland, to be
transmitted by the next mail.

I am, respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

J. BROOKS.

Brig. Gen. Irish, by an order, dated 19th September, 1813, directed to

Capt. Abel W. Atherton, and professing to be issued '* pursuant to order
from the Commander-in-Chief," after noticing that the captain had been
regularly detailed to command two companies of infantry, detatched for

the defence of Portland and its vicinity, required him to repair to Jordan's

Point Battery in said town, there to take command of said detatchmcnl.

Jordan's Point, 2o//i Sepicmbe?\ ISIS.

Sfr: As Col. Larned is absent, I take the liberty to inquire of you
whether )-ou have any objections to placing the guns belonging to the

United States at this battery, under my care, during the time the detatch-

ment of infantry now in service here remains at this post, which will not

exceed 60 da3's. Should the enemy make an attack, and succeed in passing

the fort with wind and tide favoring him, this post would be the last strong-

hold for the defence and protection of the town. It becomes my duty, there-

fore, to obtain your permission to exercise these guns occasionally, and to

use them against the enemy in case of an assault. I sliall take particulaf

care that neither tho guns, nor any of the property here belonging to the

United States, shall be injured. It has been said that Col. Larned had it

in contemplation to send a sergeant'* guard here, under the idea, I have

understood, that this detacliment would be discharged. You will, no doubt,

be glad to learn that it will be now unnecessary to reduce your force at the

forts for this purpose. If in fact the enemy should make an attack upon

the forts, you might, if acceptable, in any emergent case, receive a strong

reinforcement immediately: for I should be glad to co-operate with you in

any proper manner, to repel an invading foe.

I have been directed to take command of '• Jordan's Point Battery, and

there remain until further orders." Not'vithstanding this order, I wish it

explicitly understood, tliat I claim no control, without leave, over the

United States' psoperty here, viz: the guns, eovcrings, and gun-house. But
the point on which the battery stands is exclusiveli/ under the jurisdiction

of tliis Commonwealth; and I have, besides this constitutional authority,

obtained leave of some of the largest proprietors to occupy it. If, how-
ever, you should differ from me in opinion, respecting the expediency of

sending a United States' detatchmcnt here, they will be well received, and

put under (his command, according to military usage. S!i':»u1d you not
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feel authorized to act on these requests, I must beg of you to lay this com-
munication before Col. Larned, as soon as he returns. A written reply will

much oblige

Your obedient servant,

A. W. ATHERTON, Commanding^
detachment Infantry in the service of State at Jordan's Point.

R. R Ke^'dall, Esq.

Capt. Comd^g Forts Scammel and Preble.

Boston, Novembev 23, 1813.

To Brig. Gen. James Irish:

Sir: This morning I received your communication, dated 17th inst. and
have enclosed it to the Governor: and as I have received no instructions

from him relatively to the subjects mentioned in the application of the com-
mittee of safety for Portland, I must wait until I hear from him, and shall

be authorized to advise you. It is very inuch to be regretted that any seri-

ous misunderstandingshould have arisen between Capt. Atherton and the com-
manding officer of the United States' troops. I persuade myself, however,
tliat the prudence and good sense of the parties concerned will prevent
violence of any kind from taking place.

I am, respectful Ij-, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. BROOKS.

Adjutant General's Office,

Boston, Dec. 2, 1813.

•To Brig. Gen. James Irish:

Sir: Yesterday I received a letter from his Excellency the Commander-
in-Chief, in which he expresses an opinion, that, under existing circumstan-

ces, no additional orders ought to I:»e given for calling out another detach-

ment of militia to be stationed at Portland.

I am, respectfully, Sir, your obt. serv't.

J. BROOKS, ^dj. Gen.

'Portland, December 20, 1S13.

Sir: I had the honor to receive your communication of the 1st inst. The
desire I feel of exonerating myself from censure in the late transactions,

has induced me to break through the forms of etiquette, in these cases so ne-
cessary. I have taken the liberty to forward, for your perusal, the Port-
land Gazette, which contains a just statement of the whole procedings. It

is desirable that the Commander-in-Chief should have a knowledge of these
facts. The claim I derived to hold Fort Burrows was threefold: 1st By or-
der of the Government of this Commonwealth, through Brig. Gen. Irish;

2d. Because it is not a regular post, belonging to the United States—they do
not own the ground, nor has it been ceded to them; 3d. Because I had leave
of the principal proprietors to occupy the same with the Commonwealth's
troops. It was considered, if a United States' officer, from resentment or
caprice, could unnecessarily dispossess the troops of the State of this ground,
he might pursue them from post to post without the limits of the State. Col.
Larned was not actuated by the most honorable motive of providing for the
«'common defence;" on the contrary, he threw every obstacle in the way
6f our protection. He had not men sufficient to defend even thq forts in
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ihe outer liarbor, and lie was unwilling the militia should afibrd that protec-
tion which the United States could not furnish. The United States have
already tliree regularly ceded posts in this town and harbor, and since the
war they have not had a sufficient number of stationary men to defend one
of them. Col. L. is endeavoring to obtain Fort Burrows for a fourth; but
the inhabitants will oppose it almost unanimously. Hence their anxiety to

keep possession, through the winter. It will be highly gratifying to myself
and officers to know that we do not absolutely incur the censure of the Com-
mander-in-Chief. We have in all respects obej'ed orders.

I have the honor to be, with perfect respect,

Your most obedient servant,

A. W. ATHERTON.
To the Hon. Adj. Gen. John Brooks, Boston.

Adjutant General's Office.

Boston, Dec. 27, IS 13.

To Capt. A. W. Atherton:

Sir: Your letter, dated 20th inst. was received on Tuesday last, and a
copy of it forwarded to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief the next
day, who must undoubtedly approves of the promptitude with which vou
have obeyed his orders, and of your wishes to support the honor and the
rights of Massachusetts. But you must be sensible of his great care to avoid
every cause of misunderstanding and collision between the Government of
this State and that of the United States; and I would take the liberty to ob-
serve, without, however, having any instructions from the Governor for so
doing, that, besides the constitutional obligation of the General Government
to provide for the public defence, all the rights of war, excepting the right
of immediate defence in case of invasion, are vested exclusively in that Gov-
ernment. It may be observed, likewise, that, if m time of war a State has
a right to raise troops, or to call out the militia into actual service, the Le-
gislature of this State has passed no law for that purpose. The most the
Legislature has done, respecting the employment of troops, extends merely
to the calling out competent guards for the safety of the munitions of war
belonging to the State. That a State may establish arsenals, and be prepa-
red at all points for defence, there can be no doubt; nor can it be presumed
that the United States can rightfully seize the military stores of a State, and
convert them to their own use, without the consent of the State. It would
be an act of violence, not to be justified upon any ground whatever. But 1

am not ready to admit that a State can establish a militar\- post of any kind
which the constitutional powers of the national Government will not pervade
and control. The Commander-in-Chief, I presume, will not be here until

the Sth of January. Should he direct any communication to you, his orders
shall be promptly executed. The pay-rolls of your detachment arc no doubt
preparing: if they should not be completed, I should recommend not to

have the sums carried out, as it is usual, against each man's name. The
rule established by the committee on accounts, to v*-hom pay-rolls are usual-

ly referred, I do not understand. Tlic rate of pay, Cs:c. is dill'orciit from
lha,t of the United States.

I am. very rcsjiectfully, sir,

Vour obedient servant.

.!. BIlOQKrS.
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As to the before mentioned militia, in service at Portland, in 1814, re-

ference is made in the first instance to the requisition of Maj. Gen. Dear-
born and the letter of Gov. Strong, before set forth, in the entries relative

-to Maj. Gea. Whiton's corps on duty at Boston, and to Lt. Col. Sum-
ner's appointment and instructions, set forth in the foregoing entries res-

pecting militia in service at Saco, Biddeford, and Arundel, and next to the

following copies, extracts, and remarks, as containing all the material in-

formation collected from the documents, as applicable to Lt. Col. Ryer-
sou's command.

Head Quarters, Boston^ September 7, 1814.

Sir: As I discover no particular provision in the general order of the

6th inst. for turning out immediately any of the militia in the District of
Maine, will you be pleased to inform me whether any orders have recently

been issued to the militia of that part of the State.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

H. DEARBORN.
ISIaj. Gen. Brooks, Adj. Gen. State oj Mass-

No evidence of any reply is furnished.

Portland, Sept. 11, 1814.

Sir: I have this moment received a letter from the Adjutant General's
office, military district No. 1, Boston, in which I am informed that the
Governor has refused to order out the militia on the requisition of Gen.
Dearborn, for the defence of Portland, and that it is improper for me to

issue rations to any troops other than those in the United States' service,

whether militia or regulars, and directing me to deliver none. I give you
this early information that other provision may be made for the State mi-
litia now under arms for the defence of Portland. I have also received a
letter from Capt. Perry ^^ at Wiscasset, who says that he had received an
express, half past one o'clock yesterday morning, from Gen. King, in-

forming him that seven sail of tlie enemy's ships had left Castine, and
stood to the westward. The general has ordered out another battalion of
militia.

Yours, respectfully,

JOHN CHANDLER.
Capt. Dami;!. Tucker,

Chairman of the Com. of Safety and Defence, Portland.

Portland, Sept. 12, 1814.

Sir: I received your letter of the 9th inst. yesterday morning: messen-
gers were immediately despatched to Generals Turner and M'Millan, who,

.

I understand, arc coming in with their troops as soon as possible. Every
exertion is making for a vigorous defence of this place. Forts Scammel
and Preble have, in both, about two hundred men. If those forts fall, the
town must follov»\ Gen. Chandler does not feel himself authorized to re-

ceive any militia into them. It would be of the utmost importance to have
four hundred men sent to those forts, in addition to those already there^
which cannot be done but by ordering them into the service of the Unit-
ed States. Si-iould his Excellency thmk proper to order any troops into

tlie service of the United States for these forts, and should think proper to
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order from tlic 13lh division, Ihe troops of that division will be nearly all

here in a few days: they may be drafted on the spot.

I am, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

ALFORD RICHARDSON, Maj. Getr.
Hon. John Brooks, %^Jj. Gen.

^ Extract of a let ley- from Col. Summer toMj. Gen. Brooks, dated

Portland, September 15, 1814.

" I communicated to Gen Richardson the letters of instruction from his
Excellency the Governor and the Commissioners, and explained to him
their views: he was fully sensible that his arrangements were too extensive
for the object to be defended, and said he intended (till he was yesterday
advised by my letter to the committee that I should be here next day,)
to have reduced his command to about 1500 from the interior, keeping
those in reserve in the vicinity and in town. I was happy to find that he
had already made up an opinion which I expected to form when I had
made myself more acquainted with the posts, and had consulted with the
committee of safety, and got such information as was easily attainable.
.Early yesterday morning, 1 addressed a note to the committee of safety,
informing them of my arrival; who requested me to meet them at 13
o'clock. After having communicated to them the nature of my authorhv,
I endeavored to explain to them the motives which had induced the Gov-
ernment to send me hither, and their views in relation to the system and
mode of defence. They expressed their gratitude for the promptness with
which Gen. Richardson had acted, and their confidence both in him and
Gen. Chandler. They had no objection to have Gen. Chandler in the chief
command, except that they should lose the services of General Richard-
son. I stated to them the dilficultics which would probably arise from
having two heads at one station, and that Gen. Chandler would not give
up the forts to General Richardson, thinking it his duty to defend them as
well as he could, though not half manned; and that Gen. Richardson-
who ranks General Chandler, would in no case receive orders from him-
that the forts, to be efficient, must be manned with more men than the
United States could furnish, and must be protected by militia on the heights
in the rear. Gen. Richardson could not order a part of his corps into
the forts under General Chandler, and that an officer of his rank would
not be willing to act the subordinate part of protecting Gen. Chandler's
rear. Various other suppositions were made, which the said committee
said had, for some time, excited great apprehensions of the result in their
minds; but, as Gens. Richardson and Chandler seemed to agree very well
they had hoped this would continue; and not being military men, nor
knowing how to obviate the apprehended difficulties, they had omitted to
touch upon a question of so great delicacy to both the gentlemen in the
hope that they should get through their present difficulties without colli-
sion. In fact, the gcnth-men here seem to have rested their confidence in
their military matters altogether to the numbers detached, and hope that
the newspaper proclamation of their strength will prevent the enemy from
attempting to carry their town. Finding the expression of confidence in
Gen. Chandler pretty universal, and Gen. Richardson having no dc.'^ire to
retain the command, and concurring with me in opinion that h was desira-*

15
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ble 1o save as much expense to the Commonwealth as possiWe, I addressed a

note to Gen. Chandler, and met him by assignment in the afternoon, and
stated to him that he was misinformed of the fact, as he had written to the

committee that Governor Strong had refused to place any militia, by Gen.
Dearborn's request, under the United States' officers, for the protection of

the District of Maine. The only answer which Governor Strong had given
to Gen. Dearborn's request for troops, was a communication of the General'.*

orders of the 6th September, and that the Governor had no objection to com-
plying with the request, so far as to place them under a United States' officer,

who possessed the public confidence, and would not use his power over them
when placed under him, so as to render the situation of the troops uncom-
fortable, or that of their officers dishonorable, and who would employ the

forces for the purposes only for which they were drafted. He appearecl very
accommodating, and said he would do every thing in his power, as he was
well acquainted with the character of our militia, consistent with military

principles, and his understanding of his duty, to render the situation of both

the officers and men of the Massachusetts line as comfortable as the nature
of the service would admit, if they were placed under his command. He
said, however, that he was in a sub-command, and that he could not enter
into any express convention, for which he had noauthority. This morning,
I called the attention of the committee, by a note, to take the subject of
placing the troops under Gen. Chandler's command into distinct considera-

tion, and to communicate to me their views and wishes; to which they an-
swered, that no objection could be made to such arrangement, "unless it should
grovv out of disaffection among the officers and men of Gen. Richardson's
command, and become -necessary to make a reduction of the force." Gen.
Chandler met Gen. Richardson and myself, by assignment: I stated to him
that I had learnt that Major Weeks, a respectable officer of the artillery of
this town, who, by virtue of the order for placing 1,100 men in the United
States' service, had been detached and placed in the command of fort Scam-
mel by him, had yesterday placed over him Major Lane, of the United
States' line, much to the injury of the feelings of an officerwho had considered

his only alternatives as victory, death, or Halifax; and, in case of attack,

had determined to bury hmiself in his fort. Gen. Chandler, anticipating

me, interrupted, to observe that he extremely regretted themanner of doing
this had been so offensive to an officer he so much respected; was sorry he had
not explained to Major Weeks his reasons for doing it before his order was
issued, being assured that he should have satisfied him of the propriety of it.

Fort Scammel was the key of the harbor; and though Major Weeks was
zealous, and had almost worn himself down with fatigue in attending to his

duty, yet he had no practical experience in garrison duty; and as he had an
officer on the station who was generally respected, and was well instructed

in garrison duty and defence, and as the hour of danger was then supposed
to be commencing, he could not, consistent with his duty, do otherwise than
to place this important post under the command of the most experienced of-

ficer on the station; he, however, would do any thing thought advisable for

healing the breach. I told him that, before I could enter into any further ar-

rangement, I should expect his consent to place Major Weeks in some other
honorable and distinct command; to which he assented. Fort Burrows, in

the town, (a station which I know Major Weeks wanted) is the place pro-

posed for him, and it is agreed to by Gen. Chandler. I informed Gen.
Chandler that, from the disposition he had shown, I was sure he did not
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v\ish to violate any military principles, nor, by disaffecting the officers and
tnen, to lessen their efficiency. That I understood there were in town a great
number of United States' officers, who had no men to command, and that, if

troops were detached, a suitable number of officers would be detailed with them,
and that I should nut expect that United States' officers would be placed
over them, thereby destroying their authority, and making them a mere me-
dium of communication to their own men, of others' orders. He had not,

#he said, a thought of that, excepting in the forts, where it would be necessary
to place experienced men; and that he should only place round his person
some of the United States' officers, who would be of great assistance to him
in time of action. I told him that the short period for which the detach-
ment would be made made it unnecessary for me to stipulate as to the place
of their employment; and he observed that he believed there was no danger
but what they would be employed for the defence of the town. I have be-
fore me his note, in compliance with my request that he would furnish
me with his ideas of the numbers necessary for the defence of the post, sta-

ting that 1,000 infantry and one hundred artillerists, as is requested by Gen.
Dearborn, together with 200 already under his command, and GO more which
he expected would make their retreat from Machias, according to orders
through Orrington, to this post, and the militia of the vicinity in reserve,

was the number proposed, and he thought would be sufficient; and that 1,100
would be as many as he should be willing to place in the United States' ser-

vice for this place.

" About two hundred militia, infantry, and artillery, under Majors Rogers
and Weeks, being partof the detachment called for by General Dearborn's re-

quisition of the Sth July, 1814, appear to have been stationed at Forts Scam-
mel and Preble, in Portland harbor, from the beginning of August to the
beginning of November, 1S14. Allusion is made to these in the last pre-
ceding extract. They were placed in the service of the United States."
Major Gen. Alford Richardson, by a division order issued on the 19th

September, 1814, after reciting that the President of the United States,

I through his officers, had requested of His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief a detachment from the militia, of 100 artillerists and 1,000 infantry,
with a proper proportion of officers, for the defence of the town and harbor
of Portland, to remain in the service of the United States for forty days,
unless sooner discharged by the President, and that the Major General of
the 12th division had been authorized and directed to make such detachment,
did order that detachments should be made of two captains, four lieutenants,
six sergeants, five corporals, three musicians, and one hundred privates of
artillery, and of one lieutenant colonel, two majors, eleven captains, seven-
teen lieutenants, sixteen ensigns, fifty-six sergeants, fifty-five corporals, two
principal musicians, twenty-two othermusicians, and 1,000 privates of infan-
try; and that these troops should report themselves to Gen. Chandler.

!
^Extract of a htier from Lieut. Col. Sumner to Adjutant Geyieral

JSrooks, dated

WiscASSET, I9th Sept. 1814.

- '' The arrangements for the defence of Portland, which were suggested to

' you in my last, were completed. In order to keep a sufficient reserve, I

was obliged to consent that a part of the detachment of 1,100 men, to be
placed under the United States' authority, ahould be taken from General
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M'Millan's brigade. Considering the strong force of Gen. Goodwin's
division, and the great probability that M'Millan's brigade never will be

called for by him, and, if they were, are at so great a distance that they
would not arrive in time to be useful, and as they were, the principal part

of them, here, having marched, some of them 160 miles, from Sandy river,

I hope this part of the arrangement will meet your approbation. The detach-

ment will be made, 750 from Generals Turner aild M'Millan's brigades, and
.350 from General Richardson's division, principally taken from Colonel ^
Foxcraft's regiment; and the detachment wdll be arranged upon the prin-

ciple of your order of July 18th, 1814, and will be under the command of

Col. Foxcraft, who will have under him a proper proportion of officers, in

addition to the 1,100 rank and file. There will, therefore, be 400 men of

the United States' troops, of a former detachment of the militia, 1,100 to

be detached for fortv days, (unless sooner discharged by order of the Presi-

dent of the United States) the whole under the command of Gen. Chand-

ler; together with 500 men of the militia and volunteer corps, well disciplined

for militia, under the command of Col. Nichols, in the town of Portland,

forming a bodj^ of 2^000 men on the spot, for its defence. General Rich-

ardson's reserve of 2,000 men, consisting of the militia within twenty miles'

distance, can be all there in twenty-four, and half of them in six hours. To
preserve the discipline and numbers of the Portland regiment, they are to

be drilled once a week; and General Richardson will also retain the whole
or a part of a company of cavalry, to act as A'idettes, and will remain at

Portland himself to call in the reserve, in case of necessity. Major
Weeks is to have a distinct command in Fort Burrows, which I have

agreed Gen. Chandler should take possession of till the major's time of

service expires, (unless it is requested by Government in the mean time)

for that pur))Ose; and to him will also be committed the charge of the

State stores in that fort, which, for a long time before he Avas detached,

had been committed to his care. With this arrangement, (I have great

pleasure in giving you the inform.atlon) there appears to be the greatest

satisfaction, both among the defenders and the defended, the economists .

and the alarmists. The town, with this force, ought to be safe. It is,

however, far from being the case. It has, at the entrance into the harbor,

two United Slates' embargo forts, or batteries. Fort Preble, of fourteen

18-pounders and some smaller ones, is on a point of land from Cape Eli-

zabeth. Fort Scammel is opposite it, on a small island across the channel,

three quarters of a mile, open and unprotected in its rear, though some
defences are now throwing up. But outside of these forts is Bang's Island,

with a fine protected place for landing men; and two IS-pounders on that

island could drive every man out of Fort Scammel; and Fort Scammel com-

mands Fort Preble. After the fall of these forts, the enemy's ships might

anchor in the harbor subject to the annoyance of Fort Burrows, New Fort,

and some other small batteries. The ships and vessels are all hauled up
above the bridge, and are prepared to be sunk; and all valuable property is

removed from the town, and the houses stripped of their furniture: if the

enemy should succeed in capturing the forts, they might enterthe town, burn,

sink, and destroy the property, but would get no prizes. Against a sudden

attack, the committee have taken great pains to guard; they have telegraphic

communications 50 miles west and east to Pemaquid Point, in the town of

'

Bristol, which give signals of the approach of a privateer or fleet, by day,

and tar barrels or beacons to give the alarm by night; and these are so situ-
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ated, also, as to be seen by the surrounding country, which is to forward its

militia without further notice."

Extract of a letter from Col. Sumner to Adjutant General Brooks,
dated September 22, 1814.

*' The satisfaction which was generally expressed by the officers and men
at being placed under Gen. Chandler's command, and the desire that they
might be so commanded, of the committee of safety in that town, as com-
municated to the Governor before I left you, and afterwards expressed by
them to me, were the principal reasons which induced me, according to

my instructions, to order the troops detached for that post into the service
of the United States. Scarcely had the detachment been made, (and I do
not know that Gen. Richardson had yet completed it) before Gen. Chand-
ler is ordered from that post to another, then commanded by Col. Wal-
bach, an officer more intelligent than any one I know in the United States'

service, and where Gen. Chandler will be entirely useless. What reason
could there have been for such a change?"

Extracts ofa letter from, Adjutant General Brooks to Col. Sumner,
dated Septeinber 2Ath, IS 14.

*< Your several communications, under the dates of the 15th, 20th, and
21st instant, have been received and laid before his Excellency the Com-
mander-in-Chief, the Council, and the Board of Commissioners; and I

have the satisfaction to assure you that tliey produced an expression of en-
tire approbation from each of the gentlemen to whom they were presented."

" The provision for the security of Portland is deemed judicious and
liberal. And it is a source of great satisfaction to his Excellency, that you
left that town in so tranquil a state."

Portland, September 24///, 1814.

To Maj. Gen. Alford Richardsox, commanding the militia called out
for the defence of the town of Portland:

The undersigned ask leave to represent, that, by a general order of the
date of the 20th day of September current, they are given to understand
that a detachment of the militia, to the amount of 1,100 artillery and infant-

ry islo be made, and placed under the command of Brig. Gen. Chandler,
an officer of the United States, and in the service of the same.

Against this disposition of any part of the militia of this Commonwealth,
the undersigned ask leave respectfully to remonstrate. And in doing this,

they would request, that the course of conduct which they consider it their

duty to pursue may not be attributed to an}-- motive dishonorable to the
soldier or disreputable to the man. The promptness and alacrity with
which they have assembled at this place, at the moment when danger was
threatening their fellow-citizens of the metropolis, is an assurance that the}-

are ready to defend their country from invasion, and have courage to pro-

serve it unpolluted by any hostile foot. They, therefore, in remonstrating
against this arrangement, think they have a claim to be heard, and that the
reasons which maybe ofl'cred may be candidly weighed by the Major Gene-
ral, and that an ultimate decision may not be made, without mature delibe-

ration and reflection.
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And first: your remonstrants are opposed in principle to the arrangement,
inasmuch as they consider it unconstitutional, and subversive of the sove-
reignity of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
The Constitution of the United States provides that the President shall

be Commander-in-Chief of the militia of the several States when called into

actual service of the United States. But we believe that th?s command is

to be exercised by the officers of the militia, appointed by the States, and in

this way only.

This construction the undersigned consider as sanctioned by the opinion
of the supreme judicial court, delivered to his Excellency the Governor, in

August, A. D. 1812.

Having thus shown, in the opinion of your remonstrants, the unconstitu-
tionality of the contemplated arrangements, the undersigned will be excused
for pointing out some of the evils which may result from a diflferent con-
struction. General Chandler is himself a subordinate officer, and can make
no pledge which he may not be compelled to violate; or violate obligations

paramount to any which he may stipulate, with regard to the station of troops

under his command. The undersigned, therefore, consider that, when once
under the command of an United States' officer, it will not be in the power
of any officer in this Commonwealth to prevent their being marched to any
post where the President may please to direct. They may be compelled to

abandon the defence of those whom they volunteered to protect, and march-
ed from their families to some place more assailable by the enemy, or deem-
ed more important by the President of the United States. The probability

that they will is strengthed by the desire manifested to have the militia at

the control of United States' officers.

Again: it is a well known fact, that the officers of the United States hold
the militia in the most sovereign contempt. They have no regard to their

local habits or feelings. By a law of the United States, officers of the Unit-
ed States, of the same grade, take rank of the militia, when incorporated
with them. In this way, the old and honorable militia officer is liable to be

commanded by the stripling, for whom family influence, or political mo-
tives, may have procured a commission. Where have we a pledge that the

many incumbents of offices in the Army of the United States, whom we see

in our streets, without men to command, may not be incorporated with us

and our troops, and thus we be reduced to a cypher, and our men in effect

given up to the caprice of those who have no sympathy with their situation?

Can General Chandler gjve such a pledge? We think not." He, himself,

may be bound by others' orders, whatever may be his disposition. We are

not insensible that the proposed arrangement is intended to save expense to

the Commonwealth. But we apprehend the United States are, and will be,

bound by the national compact, to pay the expense of our defence, whether
the militia is put under the control of United States' officers, or are command-
ed by their own. If the Uuited States have the injustice to refuse a claim

so well founded, we can only say that the objects of the national compact
are at an end.

But shall his Excellency the Governor give up his prerogatives, and those

of the Commonwealth, because the United States are unjust? On principles

of economy, then, we cannot agree that the proposed arrangement has any
advantage above any other; and should the United States be so unreasona-
ble as to refuse to let the militia defend those posts which are exclusively

within their control, unless the militia will be put under United States'



[ Doc. No. 3. ] 119

oiTicers, and this too when it is acknowledged that the United States have
no adequate force to defend those posts, we can only say it is time they
were surrendered into other hands.

The officers of the militia will not conceal the repugnance which they

have to bring themselves, and having their men exposed in posts, from their

weakness wholly inadequate to any effectual defence. For these and many
other reasons, which may be mentioned, the undersigned respectfully re-

monstrate against the arrangement proposed by general orders of the 20th

day of September; and to give Major General Richardson a clear under-

standing of the repugnance which they, and the troops under their respec-

tive commands, feel, in submitting to be placed under the command of Gen-
eral Chandler, or any other officer of the United States; at the same time

pledging themselves to be ready for any danger or emergency, while they

can be commanded by their own appropriate officers, the men of their

choice.

Pelatiah Smith, Major. James Steel, Major.

Stephen HIake, Captain. J. B. Osgood, Brigade Major.

Stephen Pratt, Lieutenant Robert Andrew, Jr. Ensign.

Ebenezer Rawson, Major. John Kilbern, Captain.

Philip Eastman, Captain. William Morrison, Captain.

Henry Frost, Captain. Willian Benjamin, Ensign.

Samuel Robinson, Captain. Dominicus Record, Ensign.

Henry Fazewell, Major. Eben. Fessenden, Jr. Lieutenant.

Jonathan Bemis, Captain. Benjamin Woodman, Ensign.

James Charles, Captain. Daniel Hall, Lieutenant.

Joseph Colly, Lieutenant. Richard Cook, Ensign.

Elijah Huston, Lieutenant. Asa Mansfield, Captain.

Stephen Berry, Captain. John Smith, Lieutenant.

Aaron Ingalls, Ensign. Samuel True, Ensign.

Eber Rice, Lieutenant. William Ingalls, Lieutenant.

5 Majors,
10 Captains, "

8 Lieutenants,

7 Ensigns,

30

Of these officers, 3 majors, 5 captains, 2 lieutenants, and 2 ensigns, do not

appear to have beftn detached for United States' service: the remaining IS

were in the detachment commanded by Lieut. Col Rycrson, and formed
less tRan one third of the number of commissioned officers he had under him.

Extract of a letter from Col. Sumner to ^^c/J. Gen. B7'ooks, dated

Portland, September 25th, 1814.

" In my letter of the 19th instant, informing you of the arrangements

made for the defence of Portland, I observed that they were such as gave the

greatest satisfaction. This was so general, that I was not acquainted with a

single person who had any objection to it. I did not hesitate, therefore, to

leave with General Richardson a direction, when his detachment was com-

pleted, to place it in the service of the United States, and that quarters and

rations should be prepared by them, to be delivered to the troops. I wrote

to Brigadier General Chandler, informing him that Major General Richard-
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son is now making a delacliment from the militia, of ten hundred infantry

and one hundred artillery, exclusive of officers, which, when completed,
will be placed by him in the service of the United States, for the defence of
Portland, according to the request made therefor, by officers acting by vir-

tue of the authority of the President of the United States, for 40 days, unless,

before such detachment is completed, different instructions shall be received

by him from his Excellency the Commander-in Chief I went yesterday to

Hallowel and Augusta with General Sewall. At 12 o'clock last night, at

Gardner, I received, by express, from Major General Richardson, a letter,

of which the following is a copy.

Portland, September 2Ath, 1814.

Sir : Serious and alarming difficulties have arisen since you left this place

in consequence of the order to place the officers and men under General

Chandler.

Many of the most respectable officers declare they will lose their commis-
sions before they will submit to what they call a conscription. The same
feelings are prevalent among the men. One company marched off on Wed-
nesday : some were persuaded to return, and some brought back by force

;

but two escaped.

Another dithculty in executing the arrangements has arisen. Brigadier

General Chandler has been ordered to c6mmand at Portsmouth, and left

this place yestei'day. Lt. Col. Starks is now in command. Under these cir-

cumstances, I have directed the detachment to report to me, and shall not

deliver it over to United States' .officers until further inrtructed. Your
presence appears to me indispensably necessary. When I see you, I will

enter into detail.

I am, very respectfully, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

ALFORD RICHARDSON, Maj. Gen.

CoI.Wm. H. Sumner.

"After requesting Gen. King, by letter, to excuse me for not meeting him,

according to agreement, at Bath, I left Gardner, and upon my arrival here,

this afternoon, found such a spirit of disaffection in the Oxford detachment

from Gen. Hubbard's division, arising from an expected order for placing

them in the United States' service, that, if the order was issued, it would
probably render it necessary for us to call in a part of Gen. Richardson's di-

vision, to compel its execution.

"Having received advice, yesterday, that seven transports, with 1,000

troops on board, from Castine,joined the squadronoff Owl's Head, on Thurs-

day evening, (and which w^ere also seen there on Friday morning) I had se-

rious apprehensions that the fleet, now composed of 15 sail of transports,

v/ith from 2,700 to 3,000 troops on board, might strike a destructive blow
upon this place, before order could be restored. Independently of other

considerations, and agreeable to the wish of the committee of safety, which
I immediately convened and consulted, I requested Gen. Richardson to con-

tinue the troops under his own orders, and to take the command of them him-

self. It became absolutely necessary for General Richardson to command,
as Lt. Col. Ryerson, who was detailed for the commanrl of the detachment

(and not Col. Foxcroft, who, it was supposed, would have been,) is qualified

for fatigue duty only.
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**You perceive that my letter, informing Gen. Chandler of our intent to
make a detachment, also notifies him of Gen Richardson's order to place it

under his command, when made, unless, before such detachment is made,
different instructions should be received by him from his Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief. If the present course is approved of by his Excellen-
cy the Governor, I will thank you, by the next mail, to forward to Gen. Rich-
ardson his instructions, that the United States' officers on this station may
have as early-flotice as possible."

Extract of a letterfrom Adft Gen. Brooks to Col. Sumner^ dated

September 21th, 1814.

"Your letters, dated 23d and 25lh instants, have been received. Under
the unexpected occurrences at Portland, you undoubtedly made the best ar-

rangement possible. Gen. Richardson, I presume, will conduct his depart-

ment with propriety, and will give great satisfaction to the people in and
about Portland."

Bath, Sept. 27, 1814,
To Brig. Gen. Chandler :

Sir : By my letter of the 17th inst. as well as by my personal communi-
cations, when I had the pleasure of seeing you at Portland, you were inform-
ed that, in consequence of the general confidence in you, which was then ex-

pressed, both by the committee of safety and defence of that town, and by
the major and brigadier generals commanding the militia which had been cal-

ed into Service for the defence of Portland, in obedience to my instructions

from his Excellency Gov. Strong, I had requested Major General Richard-
son to detach 1,100 men, with a suitable proportion of officers, from the mili-

tia, and to order them into the service of the United States, for the defence of

that town, under your command. General Richardson accordingly made the

detachment, but, before it was organised, learned that the greatest unwilling-

ness was expressed, both by the officers and men, at being ordered into the

service of the United States : and that some of the most respectable officers

had declared that they would loose their commissions, rather than submit to

it ; and that a company, which had marched off the ground, had been brought
back by force. On the receipt of his express despatch, stating these circum-

stances, I immediately left important arrangements, wliich were then making
for the defence of other posts of this district, and repaired to Portland. I

there learned that the dissatisfaction of the militia at being ordered into the

United States' service, after it was understood that you was ordered from
tliatpost, to command at Portsmouth, was so great, that an order requiring

it could not probably be carried into effect but by compulsory means.

Aware of the indefensible state of the town, so long as the confusion, which
would have been consequent on the contemplated order, should continue, and
being informed that 15 transports, with troops on board, had been seen, two
days previous, off Owl's Head, with which the enemy might strike a de-

structive blow, before order could be restored, 1 did not hesitate to request

Gen. Richardson to continue tlie detachment under his own command.
It gives me great pleasure to assure you that there is the greatest good un-

derstanding between Gen. Richardson and Col. Starks, now commanding at

^Portland; and that there will be the most harmonious co-operation between

'those two gentlemen, and the troops under their respective commands, for the

protection and defence of that important town. [The remainder of this letter

16
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relates to Major General King's district, and with an extract ot a letter dated

28th September, from Col. Sumner to Adjutant General Brooks, explaining

his motives for writing it, will be found set forth in the entries respecting

the militia in service at Bath, Wiscasset, &c.]

1 have the honor to be, &c.

W. H. SUMNER.

Extract of a letterfrom Maj. Gen. Dearhorn to Adft Gen. Brooks, dated

September 28, 1814. €

"Will you please to inform me whether I may expect a detachment for

Portiand, where their services are very necessary at this moment,"
[It does not appear that this received any reply.]

Extract of a letterfrom Col. SiCrnner to Adft Gen Brooks, dated

Bath, September 28, 1814.

*'After the occurrences which have taken place, (though 1 almost fear to

do it,) yet my duty requires that I should again express to you my belief,

that, by the arrangements made at Portland, of which you were informed in

my last, satisfaction is once more given to the town, and the officers and

men detached for its defence. If, after reading the enclosed remonstrance to

Gen. Richardson, you could be informed of all the other circumstances which
induced our last determination, you would readily believe that this satisfac-

tion couid not have been given without some exertions, and in no other way
than by that adopted, so as to render the place as secure as the militaiy means
there collected would warrant. I had the honor to communicate to L.t. Col.

Starks, commanding the United States' forces in that place, the circumstances

which had induced an aUeration in the plan before intended, for the defence

of the town, by placing the militia under Gen. Chandler's command, and to

assure him that no means should be omitted, on our part, <o give the \}m-

ted States' forts all the protection which our militia could afford, and of our

disposition, in every particular, to co-operate with him, and the forces under his

command, in providing, by our united efforts, every proper security against •

apprehended danger. This disposition was reciprocated by him; and, to

enable us more effectually to carry the views of both parlies into effect, he
agreed that JVIajor Weeks and Adjutant Bray (two intelligent militia officers,

placed in the United States' service, by a former detachment, and by whom
many of our important operations will be conducted,) should receive thciror-

ders from, and make their returns to, Gen. Richardson. I am sorry, however,
to inform you, that the detachm.ent of the militia, which was made principally

from Oxford county, and which I inspected before I left Portland, is undici-

plined, badly armed, miserably provided, and worse commanded. Those
men who are without, or have useless muskets, will therefore be placed in

Fort Burrows, and the other batteries, or put on fatigue duty; and the residue

so divided intheir stations as to leave each division under the command of the

most intelligent of their officers. Though it is the only means of defence

we can at present afford, yet my short experience convinces me that the sys-

tem of defence by militia is the most troublesome and expensive, as well as

the least efficient, that could have been devised by a wise People- "

(
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JSxtract ofa letterfrom Maj. Gen. Richardson to Col. fVm. H. Sumner^
dated

Portland, Sept. ^Oth, «814.

*'l liavc not yet sent any troops to Fort Scammel, and fear when I attempt
it, to be under the necessity of calling in a stronger force than I now have,
to compel obedience. A few of the officers wish to do their duty, but
the most of tbeni are worse than their men. To arrest or discharge them
would be useless, as there is a prospect of getting better to supply their

places. To break them would be impossible, as they would be tried by those
who are governed by the same unmilitary principles as themselves."

Extract ofa letterfrom Col. Sumner to Maj. Gen. Richardson, dated

WiSCASSET, Oct. 1, 1814.

' 'As to your refractory troops, I have lost all patience with them. We
have yielded too much to them already. I would have obedience, by using
policy first, and if that did not answer, by force. If yo^.^ order over one com-
pany, and they see the places, and know that a plenty of boats are there to

take them off in case of too much danger, others will also be willing to fol-

low. Perhaps they may be ordered over, at first to do fatigue duty by day,

and return to their quarters in town at night, and afterwards you can have
their tents sent over and keep them there. If plans of policy do not answer,
call on the Portland regiment to compel the execution of your orders, and
arrest the first officer who refuses, and as many as refuse, and trust the issue.'*

Extract of a letterfrom Col. Sumner to Adj. Gen. Brooks, dated

WlSCASSET, Oct. 1, 1814.

<' In the arrangements made for the defence of Portland, Bath, and Wia-
casset, I have been governed by the principle which his Excellency the Gov-
ernor had regard to, in making a detachment for the defence of Boston, be-

fore I left there, not to order out for any place, under the authority of

the State, a greater number of troops than the United States, or the offi-

cers acting under their authority, would have undertaken to defend it with,

upon their own responsibility. This was our general rule, and was varied

from only when we thought the necessity of the case authorized an increase

of force. When the detachment of 1,000 infantry was made at Portland,

with the expectation of placing it in the United States' service, according to

Gen. Dearborn's request, it was organized into one regiment, according to

the principles of the general order of July ISth, which directed a detach-

ment of a similar number of men to act unc:er the same authority. Since it

has become necessary for Maj. Gen. Richardson to retain the command of

that detachment, he will not find the organization so convenient as that pro-

vided by our militia law. He, however, upon looking over his roster,

thought, by arranging the detachment into two regiments, and thereby in-

creasing the number of officers, he should only augment the expenses of the

Government, without addmg to the .security of the people, or diminishing

his own trouble."
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Maj. McCrafe, by a division order of Gen. King of the 22d Sept
1814, was required to establish lines of videttes from Wiscasset to Cam-
den, from Wiscasset to Boothbay, and from Wiscasset to Bath, and also

up the Kennebec, should Gen- Sewall consider it necessary, and to for-

ward communications from Col. Sumner, at all times, with promptitude.

For discharging the militia of Gen. Payson's brigade, save certain de-

tachments, Gen. King issued a division order, on the 27th of September,
1814, and, by this, he directed !Major McCrate to continue in service 26
of his command for vidette duty. The services of any cavalry of either

brigade, as videttes, do not appear to have been stipulated for in the ar-

rangement between Generals King and Sewall and Col Sumner, (nor to

have been required by Maj. Gen. Dearborn) but as the same are shown
to have been performed, whilst the troops detached pursuant thereto were
On duty, and as Col. Sumner appears to have been informed by a letter of

Gen. King's, addressed to him on the 2d October, of the GeneraPs inten-

tion (which the rolls evince to have been soon afterward carried into ef-

fect) to reduce the number to be kept out as videttes, the employment of

the cavalry detachments before mentioned, for this purpose, is presumed to

have had the Colonel's sanction, and the expense thereof is, therefore, en-

tered in this statement.

Bath and Wiscasset.

Expenditures in respect of the services of Lieut. Col. Sweet, two majors,

a surgeon, surgeon's mate, quartermaster, paymaster, adjutant, chap-

lain, sergeant major, quartermaster sergeant, two principal musicians,

and eight companies, having therein, including officers of all grades,

about 570 men, stationed at Bath and its vicinity, in September, October,

and November, 1814: of Lieut. Col. Sherwin, two majors, a surgeon,

surgeon's mate, quartermaster, paymaster, adjutant, sergeant major,

quartermaster sergeant, two principal musicians, eight companies of in-

fantry, and a company and detachment of artillery, having therein, in-

cluding officers of all grades, about 640 men, stationed at Wiscasset and
its vicinity, in September, October, and November, 1814; and of Brig.

Gen. Payson, and his brigade major, and brigade quartermaster, sta-

tioned at the latter place during the same time. Also, in respect to the

reparation of barracks at Coxe's Head, the erection of a fort there, and a

battery and gunhouse at other places; the cost ofamunition, mounting ean-

non, &c. &c. - - - - - - ij543,472 47
Amount credited for articles sold after the war - - 174 31
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These miliiia, with the exception of Brigadier General Payson, and the

two officers of his Staff, were part of Major General Sevvail's division.

Among the preceding entries concerning the troops called out in Septem-
ber, 1814, for the defence of Boston, is the copy of a requisition from ^lajor

General Dearborn upon Governor Strong, for certain Militia detachments
for United States' service, and whereof 1000 infantry and 100 artillery were
for the defence of the sea-boai'd between Kennebec and Penobscot rivers,

within which limits the militia before specified, belonging to the divisions of

Major Generals King and Sewall, were on duty ; and among those entries

there arc also copies of other documents connected with that requisition.

The appointment of Lieutenant Colonel Sumner, and his instructions, are

set forth in the foregoing entries relative to the militia called out for the de-

fence of Saco, Biddeford, and Arundel; and of a letter from Major General
Dearborn to Adjutant General Brooks, dated 7th September, 1814, a copy
will be found in the entries as to the militia in service at Portland. The
additional information, which has been collected from the documentary
evidences as pertinent to tiie subject, is contained in the following copies

and extracts

:

Eastern Sub-Militauy District,

Head Quarters, Portland, Sej)t. 18, 1814.

,SiR : Do you consider it absolutely necessary to keep constantly in ser-

vice at Georgetown, Wiscasset, or any of the ports cast of those places, a

larger force than is sufficient to garrison the forts ? If you do, I will thank
you to inform me what number you should deem necessary, and I will

write immediately to General Dearborn on the subject. In the mean time,

should Colonel Sumner, Aid to Governor Strong, arrive at Bath, and con-

elude to place under my command, (as he appears to be authorized to) in the

service of the United States, a body of militia, (which I think from some in-

terrogations he applied to me the other day, he probably will do,) not ex-

ceeding two battalions, I will consider them in the service of the United
States, until the decision of the commanding General of Military District

No. 1 shall be known on the subject; and I have no doubt, but that they

will be continued in service until the season is so far advanced as to render

their services unnecessary.

I will thank you to give me your opinion on the subject with as much
promptness as you can conviniently, whether Colonel Sumner vitits you or

not.

Should a larger number of militia be received into the service of the Unit-

ed States than is necessary to garrison the forts, you will readily perceive

the propriety of their having as little communication as possible with the

forts; at the same time, to have them quartered in such a manner as to ren-

der the greatest possible aid to the forts. The troops that have been some
time in the forts are better prepared to defend them than new troops; it will

not, therefore, be expected that any change will be made, relative to the

command of the garrison, without ni}"^ order. The troops received into the

United States' service must be mustered and inspected.

Very respectfully.

Your obedient servant,

JOHN CHANDLER.
TMajor General King,
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A requisition was made by Major General Dearborn upon Governor*

Strong, on the 8th July, 1814, for certain detachments of artillery and infant-

ry for United States' service at different posts, and was complied with, and

nearly 200 infantry and artillery, part of these detachments, (which were re-

ceived into the service of, and were paid and supplied by, the United States,)

appear to have been stationed, for about three months, commencing in the

beginning of August, 1814, in the "United States' forts and garrisons at Da-

mariscotta, St. George's Edgecombe, and Phipsburg, (being all within the

limits of General King's District) and to these, it is presumed, allusion is

made in General Chandler's letter.

WiscAssET,<S(2/>/emier 19, 1814.

To Brigadier General Chandler :

Sir : Your letter under, date the 18th instant, is now before me. You ask

if I consider it necessary to keep in service at Georgetown, \\ iscasset, &.c.

a larger force than is sufficient to garrison the forts. I answer that we have

not a fort in this section of the country. That our batteries are calculated

for defence against vessels only; and that, in most of the cases, they would be

taken by abouS an equal number of land forces, landing in their rear, as the

batteries contain of ours. The batteries themselves are to be defended only
by land troops, and this Vv'ill require, I fear, more than we shall be able to

obtain. I have had a consultation v/ith General Sewall and Colonel Sumner
on this subject; and as far as I have been able to ascertain their opinions, 1000
men is considered necessary at this place, and 600 at Bath and Georgetown,
exclusive of a few Augusta troops, and a former detailment.

The men will be mostly taken from General Sewall's division, and they
will be, I am confident, ordered out and paid by the State, if the United
States decline doing it, which I hope will not be tbe case. The economy of

the General Government has already cost us nearly half of the district, and
if it be continued without State interference. Sir John Sherbrooke will have
the whole before Winter sets in. I am inclined to think the number named
by General Sewall and Colonel Sumner is short of what is necessary; but we
would begin with them. There will not be the least difficulty in relation to

the officers now commanding the batteries continuing to command as they cer-

tainly should do. The troops to be ordered out will, I trust, occupy posi-

tions much stronger and better capable for defence; and will, I trust, be able

to defend the bntterie.s.

WILLIAM KING.

Eastern Sub-Military District,

Head Quarters, Portland, September 20, 1814.

Sir : Yours of yesterday has been received, which contains an extract

from General Dearborn's of the 4th instant, by which it appears that it was
undoubtedly General Dearborn's instructions to have 1100 men for the de-

fence of the coast East of Kennebec. I have, therefore, written Col. Sum-
ner on the subject, and presume he will order them out accordingly. A co-

py of my letter to him is enclosed. I have this morning received an order

to repair to Portsmouth, N. H. and assume the command of that post. I

shall probably leave here the day after to-morrow ; it will therefore be im-

possible for me to visit you. So soon as the troops, which may be ordered

out by the Governor, shall be in the service of the United States, I wish
them to be disposed of in such a manner as you may judge most proper for
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ihe defence oi the coast. I shall enjoin it on all the ofllcers of the several
posts and detachments on and east of the Kennebec, under my command, to
respect your opinion in all cases relative to the disposition of the troops for
the defence of the coast. Should a greater force than 1100 Ixi necessary for
the protection of the country on and about the Penobscot, I can only say to
you that I have no authority from the President to make a requisition oa
Governor Strong for troops ; but Colonel Sumner, who is now with you,
appears to be empowered to detach such a number as may be necessary. Per-
haps he will deem it proper to order out a detachment immediately for the
Penobscot. In the mean time, I will write to General Dearborn on the sub-
ject, and enclose to him a copy of your letter, and he will, perhaps, think
proper to make a further requisition for troops to protect that part of the
country.

Very respectfully, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN CHANDLER, Brigadier General.
Major General William King.

Eastern Sub-Militarv District,

Head Quarters, Portland, Sept. 20, 1814.

Sir : I am informed by Gen. King, that Gen. Dearborn has requested
his Excellency Governor Stnong to order out andplace in the service of
the United States 1000 infantry and 100 artillery, for the defence of the
sea coast, from Kennebec to Penobscot; but I understood you to say, when
here, that General Dearborn's requisition was for a certain number of men,
without apportioning them to any particular place. As there can be no
doubt, however, but that the 1100 men above mentioned were intended by
General Dearborn ior the defence of that coast, I .should wish to have them
ordered kito the service of the United States accordingly. I will write to

Gen. King relative to the disposition of any detachment that may be made.
Yery respectfully, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN CHANDLER, Br-g. Gen.
Col. Wm. Sumner, Aid-de-Camp to Gov. Strong.

Eastern Sttb-Militarv District,

Head Quarters, Portland, Sept. 21, IS 14.

Dear Sir: I have this morning received your letter of yesterday, by

which I understand it to be your opinion, and the opinion of Gen. Sewall,

that 1800 troops are necessary for the defence of Wiscasset, Bath, George-

town, &.C. exclusive of the few now at the forts and batteries. I have no

doubt but that Col. Sumner will order a detachment of 1100 men, according

to Gen. Dearborn's requisition. I wrote to him on that subject, and en-

closed to you, yesterday, a copy of my letter. If 700 men more are neces-

sary for the defence of the country, it will certainly be proper to receive

them into the service of the United States, and I will do it if Col. Sumner

will order a detachment to be made; but I have no authority to make a re-

quisition on the Executive of the State for troops; I will, however, write

immediately to Gen. Dearborn on the subject, and I presume he will make

the necessary requisition. Should a detachment be made, you will readily-

perceive the necessity of having an officer of the Quartermaster General's

17
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Department in your quarter: Gen. Dearborn directed me to appoint one for

hat part of the district, but I have not been able to find a suitable cViaracter,

not being acquainted with the inhabitants.

Very respectfully, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN CHANDLER, Brig. Gen.
Gen. Wm. King-

Extract ofa letterfi-om Col. Sumner to Jldjutant General Brooks, dated

September 22, 1814.

" The day I left Portland, I requested, by note to Gen. Chandler, infor-

mation from him, whether he considered any part east of that as requiring

defence: and whether, if troops were ordered out for the defence of them,
he would pay and supply them at the United States' expense. This, in

conversation before, he thought would be done, if an officer of rank which
he should send with me, if possible, or General King, who, otherwise, he
would write to on the subject, should think any troops necessary for the de-

fence of the eastern part of the District. On my arrival at Bath, Gen. King
informed me that he had received no communication from Gen. Chandler,
though Gen. Dearborn had written him that he had requested 1000 infantry

and 100 artillery for the defence of the country east of Portland. As Gen.
Chandler had no information on this point, be sent him a copy of General
Dearborn's letter. The same day he received from General Chandler a let-

ter, stating that if he thought it necessary to call for any troops for the de-

fence of the country east of Portland, he would receive them, not exceeding
two battalions, till Gen. Dearborn's advice or orders respecting them should
be received. The objections to receiving such a detachment were, the in-

sufficiency of it, the inability of the United States' commissary here to

furnish suitable rations, and the conditions annexed to it; and, lastly, if the

United States' organization was adopted, vv-hich we supposed would be ex-
pected, we should not have officers enougli for the extensive frontier on
\vhich they might be stationed.

^' We proceeded in making a detachment of two regiments of infantry,

under two Lieut. Colonels, and one company of artillery from Gen. Sewali's
division, for the posts at Bath and Wiscasset, and four companies of infantry

from Gen. King's, for other places, as above. While thus engaged, General
King received a letter from General Chandler, informing him that he was
ordered to take command at Portsmouth, and enclosing to him a copy of a

letter, which (in the letter to General King) Gen. Chandler said had been
sent to me, but which has not come to hand, requesting 1100 men to be
placed in the United States' service, for the defence ot the country between
the Kennebec and the Penobscot." •

WiscAssET, Sept. 22, 1S14.

"By an arrangement made by Gen. Sewall, Gen. King and Lieut. Col.
Sumner, for the defence of Bath and Wiscasset, and the sea coast of General
King's division, it is understood that Gen. Sewall shall furnish eight compa-
nies of 61 rank and file each, and one company of artillery, of 50 men, for

the defence of Wiscasset and Sheepscot river, and eight companies of infantry,

of 64 rank and file each, for the Kennebec, to be stationed at Bath and
Phipsburg;the infantry to be arranged into tv/o regiments, under the com-
mand of Lieut. Colonels. General King will furnish for the frontier towns
of Bristol, Boothbay, Gushing, Camden, and such other towns and places as
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i-cquire defence, four companies, under Captains, who will each have a sepa-
rate command.

"Until General Sewall shall furnish his detachment for this post, he shall
retain of his troops now here, a number somewhat greater than is intended
to be stationed here after the detachment is made. Gen. King, for the de-
fence of Kennebec, will retain of his troops now stationed there, about the
same number as is intended by this arrangement for its defence, till General
SeA'all's detachment arrives to relieve them.

*' A true copy of the agreement entered into by and between Major Gen.
Sewall, M;ijor Gen. King, and Lieut. Col. Sumner, at the time and place
of its date." Attest:

H. SEWALL,
Major Gen. 8i/t Div. Militia of Mass.

WiscaSset, Friday, Sept. 23, 1814— 1 o'clock, P. M.
Hon. John Brooks, Esq.

1 have just received a letter from General King, enclosing one to him, of
which the annexed is a copy, from Gen. Chandler. General King, in his

letter, requests me to inform him of our determination, and of the number
we would advise him to detach in addition from his div'ision. To which I

wrote the answer, also herewith communicated. We were misinformed
when told that a frigate, and a transport or two, were seen going up the

Penobscot. None have gone up. I have also learned that Lieut. Colonel

Ulmer has dismissed his regiment.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant.

WM. H. SUMNER.

The letter referred to of Gen. Chandler is the one before set forth, dated

21st September: of the answer to Gen. King, the following is a copy. Gen-
King's letter is not furnished.

WiseASSET, Sept. 23,1814.

to Maj. Gen. King:

Sir: After our determination yesterday upon the number of troops to be
detached, the mode of organizing them into two regiments, the places

where they are to be stationed, and the service they were to be employed
in, and having also made a contract for the supply of their rations, 1 wrote

to the Adjutant General, and informed him of the course we had agreed

on, the reason which induced it, and that it was determined the detach-

ment should be kept in the State service till his determination of the course

to be pursued was received. Gen. Sewall has already proceeded, and

made his detachment from the regiments which were here, and is just start-

ing to Hallowel to complete it there, of which he requested me to advise

you. Under the circumstances, we have concluded to preserve the arrange-

ments yesterday made between us, and to wait the orders of the Govern-

ment, which will soon be received.

There were seven ships seen on Wednesday evening passing Camden^
for Owl's Head. 1 shall be at Hath on Monda3^

I have the honor to be. Sir, &c.

WM. H. SUMNER.

Col. Foote says, the ship? were .<«epn off the White islands, near Owl'«

Head.
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Extract of a tellerfrom Col. Sttmner to General Chandler^ dated,

Bath, Sept. 21!h, 1814.

'<Your answer of the 20th inst. fo my letter of the 17th, in which I in-

quire whether, if you thought any position of the country east of Portland

required protection, you should think proper to take troops into the United

States' service therefor, I have just received, on my arrival here this even-

ing- In this you express your desire that eleven hundred men, which yoil

state had been requested by General Dearborn of Governor Strong, for

the defence of the sea board from the Kennebec to the Penobscot, may be
ordered into the service of the United States. You are well aware that the

state of anxiety and alarm which had for some days existed in this parf

of the district was such, that prompt and efficient measures were necessa-

ry to be adopted for its security. Not having received an answer to mine
to you of the 17th, I was engaged with Generals Sewall and King on the

20th in making arrangements for this purpose. We all agreed in the opinion

that, in addition to the United States' forces, a regiment at least would be

necessary for the defence of each of the towns of IBath and Wiscasset, and
that four companies more Avould be required to defend other less important
places. While thus engaged, General King received a letter from you, sta-

ting that you would receive a body of militia, not exceeding two battalions,

aud consider them in the service of the United States till the decision of
the commanding general of Military District No. I should be known on the

subject. To that proposition the following objections arose: First, That
the number of troops requested would be quite inadequate for the defenceof so

extensive and assailable a frontier. Second, That the condition annexed to

your request for placing the troops iti the United States' service, rendered
it uncertain whether the troops, if detached, would be retained in that ser-

vice by the commander of the military district. Third, That if, after *
detachment should "have been made, and all the militia which- was then
called in for the protection of the sea board discharged, the commander of
the military district should dismiss the detachment, large towns, and thirty

or forty thousand tons of shipping, would remain entirely unprotected for

some days, which would be required to provide new means for their de-
fence. Fourth, That the Uuited States' contractor here, for furnishing ra-

tions to the troops in the service of the United States, could only be able to

comply with the terms of his contract by the means which the Government
should furnish him, and at the rate at which he had contracted to supply
them was such that it would be impossible for him to obtain such supplies.
We accordingly proceeded, and detached the number of both officers and
men which we considered necessary, and assigned them their posts and du-
ties. Of which doings, in m}^ despatch of the next day, the Government
were informed. After this plan and arrangement had in part been carried
into effect by Gen. Sewall, and tiie officers commanding troops of his divi-
sion, notdetached, had received their order of discharge, Gen. Kinginform-
ed me of your willingness to receive into the United States' service a larger
number of troops than you had before proposed, thereby obviating a part
of the objections which had induced us to m'ake the aforementioned plan: the
substantial ones yet remained to its proposed change' I was extremely sor-
ry, also, to learn, from the same sourse, of your removal in the command in
the capital of this District to Portsmouth, which could not but have some in-
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fluence on our decision, I have taken the liberty thus minutely to mention
the particulars of our proceedings, lest, by the omissions of the details, an
imputation might have been made of an indisposition in me to place the mi-
litia in-the service of the United States according to the principles we had
agreed on, to which his Excellency the Governor had no objections; and to
induce you to attribute the course pursued to the desire I Ind strictly lo
^comply with the instructions I had received promptly to provide every prac-
'licable means of defence for the inhabitants of this District.'

Extract ofa letterfrom Colonel Suvincr to Adjutant General Brooks,

dated

Bath, September 2Sth, 1814.

*' On my arrival here yesterday, I took from the post office General
Chandler's letter to me of the :20th inst. (a copy of which you have been
furnished with, taken from General King's letter,) requesting 1100 men
to be placed in the United States' service, for the defence of the country
between the Kennebec and the Penobscot. Having received many com-
munications from him, in compliance with the rules of civility, which re-

quired some answer, I wrote one, of which a copy is herewith forwarded,
hoping thereby in some degree to strengthen our claims for remuneration
from the Government of the United States for the great expenses which he
had incurred in our necessary defence. At the request of General King.
I yesterday accompanied him to Coxe's Head, near the mouth of tho Ken-
nebec, to view a fort with two bastions, which he has been erecting on that
very elevated and commanding position. He took the responsibility oi

this upon himself, in consequence of tiic badness of the situation of the
national fort, and the inattention of the National Government to keep even
the platforms in repair, and into which he would not venture any of the

troops. Without this new fort, tliere was nothing to prevent the enemy
from entering this river at his pleasure. The expenditures for it will be
from ten to twelve hundred dollars; the labor has been done by the mi-
litia. Ho has borrowed for the new fort three eighteen-pounders of Gen.
Chandler, and wants two small pieces ta protect the curtains of his fort.

For this purpose I have ordered a three pounder of ours here to be mounted,
and have purchased a nine-])Ound carronade, with all its apparatus, and
about four hundred pounds of grape and round-shot, for fifiy-live dollars."

Heap Quarters,

Boston, Sept. 2S t/i, 1814.

Sir : Your communication of this day has been duly received. In re-

ply to your proposition, it will be necessary for me to observe, that the au-

thority I possess for requesting and receiving a detachment of militia for

the service of tlic United States, diiects their organization, the principles

of which are dqtailed in my communication to you on the 5th inst. I will

readily receive into the service of the United States the ISOO men you
mention, provided it is understood that they are to be organized agrec-

^ably to tlie principles 1 have alluded lo; and there will be no objection on
my part to their being considered, after being duly organized and muoler-

ed, in the service of the United States, from the day the detachment of ISOO
was formed, excluding, liowevor. any supernumerary olTicei-j. Will you
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please to inform mc whetlier I may expect a detachment for Portland,

where their services are very necessary at this moment.

I am, Sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. DEARBORN,
Maj. Gen. Brooks,

*/idj. Gen. of the Slate of Massachusetts

Of the communication referred to, no copy is furnished.

Extract of a letter from Colonel Su??iner to Jidj. Gen. Brooks, dated

WiseASSET, October 1st, IS 14.

*' At my first interview with Generals Sewall and King, at this place, we'

thought that ISOO men would be necessary permanently to be stationed

on the assailable points of the sea-board, from the Kennebec to the Pencb-

scot, and General King informed General Chandler, who had requested

information on that point, of the result of our conference. Knowing, as

General Chandler had before told me, that he should not act without Gene-
ral Dearborn's orders, and that those would not probably be received un-

der a week, and being full}^ impressed, with the necessity of dismissing,

within that time, three or four thoustind of the troops then under pay, and
w^hose families were suffering, we concluded the next day to detach, for

the defence of this part of the country, 1,100 men, which General Dear-

born, by letter, had before informed General King he had requested of

Governor Strong for this purpose, and which, upon further consideration,

Ave thought would be sufficient, if the infantry Avas organized into two
regiments, and the whole of the Hallowel regiment was kept in reserve.

We accordingly proceeded on this plan, and one of the regiments is sta-

tioned at Bath, and the other at Wiscasset. This system both the Gene-
r;ils approved, having no doubt that the United States' plan of organiza-

tion for this extensive sea-board, assailable at so many points, was not so

good as ours, and believing that, if General Chandler should be instructed

to receive the detachment into the service of the United States, that the

plan adopted would be considered by him as the most convenient and suit-

able which under existing circumstances could be devised. We also

kept the Hallowel company of artillery in reserve, and detached but fifty

artillerists, so that the whale number of men detached is 1050, rank and
file. General King, in one of his letters to General Chandler, which was
forwarded to General Dearborn, observed, that ' the economy of the Gen-
eral Government has already lost us one half of the District, and if it is

continued without State interference. Sir John Sherbrooke will have the

whole before Winter sets in.' General Dearborn is wounded by this re-

mark, and answers, that, if the District had not been protected, it vVa3

not his fauit, nor that of the Government of the United Slates; he had
cailed on Governor Strong for militia, often and again, and had tried va-

rious means of getting an answer, which he never could ; he is desirous

of harmonizing with the State Government, has lent them ammunition,
&c., but that, even with respect to the propositions which the committee
of the Council had made up for ordering out 1800 men, (as he says was
agreed on by us here as a suitable detachment,) nothing decisive had taken

^

place. I stated to General King the course pursued by General Dear-
t)Orn, in the appointment of Colonel Loring at Boston, his furlough to the

Major at Salem, and the appointment of Major Lane over Major Weeks,

€
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at Portland, &.c. ice, and said that, with General Cushinjv, or any other
United States' officer hut General Dearborn, Governor Strong never had
any difficulty } and that, if General Dearborn was desirous of harmonizing
with Governor Strong, he was unlucky, in taking his pitch, for what was
Jiarmony to his ear was discord to every one else. General King agreed
that such a course as General Dearborn liad pursued would have been very
offensive here, &c. By this letter I learn that you ^jave conversed with
General Dearborn, respecting placing ISOO men in the United States' ser-
vice. The Commissioners never learned from me that Ave had agreed on
this number, which was never decisively done, and they v/ill give me leave
to express a hope, that, if it should be thought best to place the 1050 men
into the United States' service, they will do it as they are detached and
organized; for the season of operations would nearly be over before a new
organization could be made. I hope the Commissioners will consider the
propriety also of requesting General Dearborn to adopt our contract for

supplies to the troops with Mr. Wood, as Mr. Herr3'^man, the United
Ssates' contractor, could not obtain for them such as they would be satis-

fied with for 17 cents, and perhaps not at any rate, as Mr. Wood has pur-
chased all the necessary articles which were for sale in this neighborhood.
As the companies from General Sewall's division, which were not detach-
ed here, could not be expected in less than a week, General King kept four
additional companies of hjs division, for fatigue duty, fifteen days, unless

sooner discharged. General Sewall's detachment is now all here, and in

a few days the stockade on Squam Island will be finished, and the four addi-
tional companies will be then dismissed. Brigadier General Pavson com-
mands here, and General King volunteers his services at Bath."

Bath, October 2, IS 14.

Dear Sir: Yours of the 2d. is now before me. I have not received any
thing further from General Dearborn since you left this place. I shall write
General Payson, and direct a further discharge of the cavalry, as there is

more on duty than will be necessary, after you leave, for videttes. I send
you, by the bearer of this, some paper, and am,

Respectfully, your obt. servt.

WM. KING.
Col. Sumner.

Extract of a letterfrom Colonel Sumner to Adjutant General Brooks,
dated

WiscASSET, October 3, 1814,

"General Dearborn having written to Brigadier General McCobb, of thq

1st Brigade of the 11th division, who is also a colonel or lieut. col. in the

United States' infantry, directing him to take the command of the troops of

the United States, and the militia detached on this station, an order to place

them under a United States' officer is anticipated by our militia here, and re-

sistance is already talked of. Orders from General McCobb, acting under
Governor Strong, they have boon, and will continue, willingly to obey; but

Colonel McCobb, under General Dearborn's orders, they do not wish to

see. If, hovi^ever, such an order is issued, I will not leave the country un-

till see it executed."



136 [ Doc. No. 3. ]

Adjutant Genekal^s Office,
Boston, October Ath, 1814,

Sir: This morning I have received a letter from Lieut. Col. Sumner,
that has placed the subject of the detachment, drawn from the 6th and the

11th divisions of the militia for the defence of the Kennebec, in a clear and

definite point of light; it appearing, from this communication, that his former

one respecting eighteen hundred men, and which was the subject of my let-

ter to you, dated the 28th ultimo, was misconceived by the Government here.

It now appears, that a detachment of eighteen hundred men, although, at

the moment, it was thought by Generals Sewall and King, and Colonel Sum-
ner, to be advisable, yet that it was not actually made. The following ex-

tract of a letter from Colonel Sumner, dated at Wiscasset, the 1st instant, will

best explain to you the course of the business as it passed between ^he three

gentlemen above named. [The extract here referred to is comprised in the

one previously set fortli, commencing wdiere that begins, and ending with

the figures and words "1050 rank and file."] From this extract, you w\\\

perceive the Vy-hole number of men detached for the defence of Bath, Wis-
casset, &c. , the manner of their organization, and the reasons upon which
that organization was founded. As it appears to have been the inten-

tion of the officers who made the detachment, as well as the Com-
mander-in-Chief, that when formed it should be considered under your
control, in the service of the United States, I am instructed to observe

that it now remains with you to determine whether you will receive the de-

tachment into that service, or otherwise. In Colonel Sumner's letter, some
reference is made to the supply of rations for the troops in the district of

Kennebec, which, as it falls within the jurisdiction of the commissioners for

sea-coast defence, I shall refer particularl}^ to that Board.
I am, very respectfully, sir

Your most obedient servant,

J. BROOKS.
Major General Henry Dkarborn.

Adjutant General's Office, Military District No. 1.

Head Quarters, Boston, 5th October, 1814.

Sir: I am directed by Major General Dearborn to say to you, in answer to

your communication of yesterday, that the 1050 militia detached for the de-

fence of the coast, from Kennebec to Penobscot, will be received into the
service of the United States: the General reserving the right to organize

them into two battalions, one for Bath, and the other for Wiscasset, (eafh bat-,

talion to be under command of a lieutenant colonel,) in lieu of two regi-

ments, as proposed by you.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

GEO. P. PETERS,
tdsst. Jidjutant General.

Hon. John Brooks,
Jidj. Gen. of the State of Massachusetts.

Extract of a letterfrom Colonel Swnner to Adjutant General Brooks,
dated

Bath, October 9th, 1814.

Brigadier General (alias Lieut. Colonel) McCobb informs me that Gener-
al Chandler has written and informed him that 1150 militia will be placed in
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tlic United States' service, under him. Not having been informed by you
of this detemiination, I presume General Chandler has merely communica-
ted to him his expectations. General JNIcCohb thinks, the time of their ser-
vice having nearly half expired, that, if tliis should be the case, a conside'-a-
ble part of the residue woulil be taken up in the inspections and arranjicments
of them. General King hopes it will not be the case; he does not like the
principle of placing the Stale troops under United States' officers, thereby
depriving the officers of the militia of their authority at the only time when
it is worth possessing. He says if this plan is pursued, the State will never
get respectable men to command in the militia."

Bath, IT/A October, 1814.

Siu: Attii«timeof the alarm at this place, I advised with the officers

on the subject of sending to Hunnewell's point, in the rear of the United
States' battery, a detachment to defend the battery. They were unani-
mously opposed to the measure. As it was considered necessary to have
some work at the mouth of the river that could be defended, one of the reg-

iments then out were employed on fatigue duty at Coxe's Head, in erecting

a fort, I think in a good situation, and which I think can be defended.

At the time the work commenced, as the appearance of things did not ad-

mit delay, I signed an order, on the requisition of General McCobb, direct-

ing Quartermaster Clap to furnish a number of articles specified, the whole
amounting to about two hundred dollars; but I find, in completing the works,

a considerable addition has been furnished : the articles have been furnished

under the direction of Quartermaster Clap, one of the Representatives, to

whom I beg leave to refer you. I should have wrote you particularly on
the subject of this fort at the commencement, but Colonel Summer's arrival

made it necessary for me to be some time at Wiscasset; he, at the same
time, assured me that he was perfectly satisfied with the arrangement, and

that he would write to you to tliat eflect. General Chandler, when com-
manding this sub-militar}' district, was so well convinced that the battery

of the United States at the point could not be defended, that he directed

three of their eighteen pound cannon to be mounted on the Head, as soon

as the work would permit, which has been done. I hope there wiU be no

unnecessary delay in adjusting the bills of the Quartermaster Clap, who will

be able to explain, most particularly, every transaction.

I am, Sir, respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

W. KING.
Hon. John Brooks.

Bath, November 3, 1814.

Sir: I suggest to you, that the militia now stationed at Coxe's Head will

be discharged in a few da)'s: the garrison and ordnance will be exposed.

If the State will put the barracks in a comfortable repair, I will place a de-

tachment of the United States' troops at that place during the Winter as a

guard.

I am. Sir, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

DENNY McCOBB.
General Wm. King.

IS
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Extract ofa letterfrom JosephH Pierce, Secretary of the Boardof War,
to Colonel Summer, dated

BosTor?, November 7, 1S14,

** A communication has this day been laid before the Board b}^ Major
General King, addressed to him by Coionel Denny McCobb, respecting
some necessary repairs to be done to the barracks at the works on Coxe's
Head, in Kennebec river. We tlierefore request yon to make suitable in-

quir}-, or to visit the place, if convenient, and cause the said barracks to be
put into a state to render comfortable the guard who may be stationed at

that work during the ensuing winter, and without loss of time. You will

please to confer with Colonel McCobb, as to the number and nature of the

guard which he proposed, in his letter to General King, should be stationed

there, and make report to the Board, before entering into any definitive ar

rangement on this point."

SUMMARY.
Aggregate expenditure^ - - S 313,286 83
Deduct for clothing - - 34,592 14

use of arms - 4,269 13
overpayments - 6,606 31

excess in the cost of rations

over the U. States' con-
tract price, and in more
being chai'ged for than
the troops were cntitletl

to - - 22, 221 07
allowances to officers for

servants 1,209 37
quarters& fuel 1,323 5Q
forage 1,020 47

3,553 40
other miscellaneous items 14,382 75

So, 624 80
— 227,662 0.5

Expenditures incurred in constructing the works of defence, and in pro-
curing the military stores hereafter enumerated, viz:

Fort Strong, on Noddle's Island, and several other
batteries, &c. at and in the vicinity of Boston, in
the Fall oi 1814, - - - . . §30,123 55

Platforms in Boston in 1813, - - - . §73 ^g
Barracks at South Boston in July, 1814, g 2 075 58
Deduct amount credited for proceeds of sale of

these barracks, &c. in 1815, - - . 1 o32 43
1,043 15

8,141 31

Six hulks for the purpose of being sunk, if ne-
cessary, in Boston harbor, September, 1824, 35,734 14

Deduct amount of sales thereof, after the war, 27,592 83

Sundry artillerj^^ carriages, and apparatus, harness,
tumbrils, &c. made in 1813 and 1814, - - 25 683 56

2,645 muskets, furnished in 1813 and 1814, - - 3o\qq 69
6,100 cartouch boxes, and 6,100 bayonet scab- 12*331 97

bards and belts, furnished in 1813 and 1814. -
'
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j4, o95 pounds of gunpowder, furnished in 1813
and 1814, ---.., 39,274 20

Cannon and musket balls, lead, flannel, paper,
wads, junk, shot-canisters, lubes, &c. &:c. in

1813,1814, 13,328 14
Work, &c. in the laboratory', in 1813, IS 14, and

1815, ---..., 4^ c)QQ 4^
815 pieces of duck, and making 1,436 wall and
common tents; also, lent poles, lines, buttons,
rings, &.C. in September, 1814, - - _ 19,249 62

::2,693 canteens, 840 camp kettles, 1,534 pans, 168
pails, and other articles, September and Octo-
ber, 1814, ..--.. 2,G19 75

190,565 98
The several sums last specified, amounting together, to Si 90, 565 98,

although extended into the admissible column, could, in no part, agreeably
to the rules which have been applied to the settlement of the accounts of
other States, be allowed by the accounting officers, without special direc-
tions to that elfect from the Secretary of War, to whom each particular
case, with a representation of the circumstances attending it, would have
to be submitted. Under decisions of the late Secretary, allowances have
been made to other States for ammunition, camp equipage, accoutrements,
&c. necessarily procured for the use of militia, called into actual service,

and whose services were recognized by the General Government; and for

the expense of mounting cannon, and constructing temporary works of
defence for them: the articles thereby becoming the property of the United
States, and which tije States receiving such allowances had to deliver over
or account for. In the present case, it is utterly impracticable to ascer-

tain from the papers what portions of the supplies enumerated were so pro-
(;ured, or were used by the militia in service. The acquisition of munitions
of war, for a general system of defence, would seem to have been the chief

object of the expenditures, and the fullest explanation which can be collect-

ed from the documentary evidence, as well with respect to the necessity or

expediency of incurring them, as to the authority under which they were
made, is contained in Uie following copies, &c.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirteen.

A resolve authorizing the Governor, with advice of Council, to adopt cer-

tain defensive measures for the protection or the town and harbor of

Boston, and tlic towMis, harbors, and shores, of the Commonwealth, and

for other purposes.

Resolved, That the Governor, with advice of Cor.ncil, be, and he hereby

is, autliorized to adopt such defensive measures, and to carry the same

into immediate execution, as may be deemed necessary to protect the town

of Boston, itsHiarhor and vicinity, and the towns, ports, and harbors, of

this Commonwealth from the invasion of an enemy, during the present

war.
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And for the purpose aforesaid, the Governor is hereby authorized to

employ any officer or officers, person or persons,' skilled in the science of

engineering and gunnery; also, to mount such number of heavy cannop,

mortars, and howitzers, on travelling or fort carriages, as may be deemed
necessary; to provide munitions of w:ir in sufficient quantities, and all the

necessary apparatus for a powerful train of heavy artillery; to ascertain

and designate the posts or places where such artillery can act with the

greatest effect against the enemy's shipping, entering or attempting to en-

ter our ports and harbors; to cause batteries to be constructed, and breast-

works to be thrown up, where it may be deemed necessary, with furnaces

to heat shot.

And the Treasurer of this Commonweahh is licreby auliiorized and

empowered to borrow of any bank or banks, in this Commonwealth, a

sum of money not exceeding one hundred thousond dollars, to be applied

to the purposes aforesaid, and to be accounted for accordingly ; the afore-

said money to be borrowed in such sums as the Governor, v/iih advice of

Council, shall from time to time direct; and the Governor is hereby autho-

rized, from time to time, to issue his warrouts upon the Treasury, for such

sums as may be deemed necessary for carrying into effect the purposes of this

resolve.

*/9ncl he itfurther resolved, That the Governor be requested to apply to

the Executive of the United States, and respectfully request such supply of

muskets, belonging to the United States, as may be conveniently furnished,

and as may be considered the proportion to which this Commonwealth may
be entitled, to be apportioned and distributed to the several towns of this

Commonvv-ealth, for the use of the militia thereof, in such manner as the

Governor, by and with the advice ot Council, may deem most for the pub-
lic service.

Set dovv^n for concurrence :

SAMUEL DANA, President. .

In the House of Represenlativef, February 27th, 1813.

Read and concurred :

TIMOTHY lilGELOW, SpealJer.

February 21th, \S\3.

Approved : CALEB STRONG.
Council Chamber, March, 2d, 1S13.

The Committee of Council appointed to take into consideration the resolve

of the honorable Legislature, passed on the 27th February last, report that

it would be expedient for the Governor, v/ith the advice of Council, to appoint
three judicious persons, skilled in military affairs, who, in the recess of the
Council, shall direct the purchase of at leasi one thousand stand of arms for
the use of the State, and give directions for putting into complete repair the
arms now in the State arsenal, which are v/orth repairing, and also to pur-
chase such quantities of powder and shot, and other articles in the Quarter-
master General's Department, as in theirjudgment the exigency of affairs may
require, and to mount such a number of pieces of heavy artillery, either on
garrison or travelling carriages, as to them may seem most expedient, z.rn\ in

their discretion to loan a portion of such pieces to the militia companies in
Boston, or other parts of the State, if thereto requested, for the purpose of
rendering such companies expert in the use of heavy artillery, and to pro-
vide them with such ammunition as they may think proper, in order to
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their improvement therein. And further, to view the harbor of Boston,

and the places adjacent, so as to form a satisfactory opinion of the most pro-

per sites for the erection of bflteries and otlier works, to defend the town
and harbor of Boston, if such measures shall licreafter appear to be necessary,

and generally to carry into cfi'cct the obvious intentions of the Legislature,

in the resolve aforesaid.

D. COBB, 7)^r order.

^ In Council, March 2d, IS 13.

Report read and accepted.

ALDEN BPxADFORD,
Secrelary of the Covunonioealth.

It appears, that on the 2d March, ISIS, the Council advised and con-
sented to the appointment of the Hon. William Heath, Jlon. David Cobb,
.-indilon. John Brooks, to be agents for carrying into effect the foregoing
resolve and report; and that, on the same day, the Governor appointed and
commissioned them" accordingly.

NorthAiiPTON, t,ipril 15M, 1S13,

Deau Sir: I have just received your letter of the 12th: the applica-

ilons for arms, &c. I had no doubt would be very numerous if the war con-
tinued. VV^e have a great number of towns on the coast and navigable
waters, which are exposed to alarms from the enemy, every one of which
will probably request some means of defence: for, if the militia are supplied
with arms, which may not be universally the case, there is a number of
(;xempts in every town, who are probably destitute, and will wish to be fur-

nished. It will not probably be in our power to complj' with all the re-

quests of this sort, even if we should apply the whole sum appropriated by
the Legislature, to pur.diase the articles; but we must do the best we can
with the means we possess; and I wish you and the other gentlemen to

make such advances as, in your disci'etion, you shall think will b^st comport
with the views of the I^egislaiurc. The Lieutenant Governor, and j\Ir.

» Prcscott, I have no doubt will be willing to afford you any assistance in their
power.

I b.ave received a letter from General Armstrong, in answer to the let-

ter which, at the request of the Genei'al Court, I wrote to the President, in
which he says that the arms provided in virtue of the act of Conoress
have been inconsiderable, in proportion to the militia to be supplied ; and
the President has deemed it most conducive to the general interest, to sup-
j)ly in the first instance the frontier States, and the militia who have came
forward in the service of their country. You will remember that v/hen
he number of arms to be pin-chased was mentioned, some gentlemen ex-
pressed their expectalion that we might procure of the United States a
•onsiderabic number ; this resource failing, I am confirmed in the opinion
hat more should be purchased than we proposed.

n I expect to go to lioston the weelsj before the meeting of the Council.
^fc I am. Sir, with much regard,

^B YoiU' obedient ser\-ant,

i^ CALEB STRONG
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

The undersigned, appointed by a commission from his Excellency the
Governor, bearing date the 2d day of March, 1813, to carry into eflect cer-

tain resolves of the General Court, for the protection of the town of Bos-
ton, its harbor, and vicinity, and the towns, ports, and harbors of this

Commonwealth, from the invasion of an enemy during the present war,

having attended to the several objects entrusted to their discretion, do
themselves the honor to report a statement of the course of measures they
have adopted, the present condition of the arsenals and laboratory of the

State in the Department of the Quartermaster General, and the amount of

disbursements that have attended the execution of the objects of their com-
mission.

The first subject that engaged the attention of the Commissioners was
the state of the public arsenals. An interview Avith the Quartermaster

General, and a personal inspection ot the laboratory, proved to them that,

excepting in heavy cannon, there was almost an entire destitution of tlie

inunitions of war required for the occasion. To supply these indispensable

means of defence, and to mount a suitable train of heavy artillery, in ad-

dilion to a small number already mounted, became an object of primary
importance. Accordingly, on the 4th day of March last, the Commissioners,

at their first meeti'g, directed the Quartermaster General to provide, as

speedily as possible, and in every practicable case by contract, the munitions

of wur as specified in the schedule marked No. 1, herewith presented, and

to cause to be mounted the number of heavy cannon expressed in the same
document. WHiile these measures were carrying into effect, a change in

the aspect of the war took place, from the destination of a large fleet from
Great Britain to the coiist of the United States, and the appearance of British

cruisers on the coast of this State in particular. Under these circumstances,

which, in many instances, excited lively apprehensions of danger in our

maritime towns, the Commissioners were induced, from time to time, to

augment the means of defence, by large supplies of the most essential muni-

tioi5s of war, and by a respectable addition of heavy ordnance, mounted, af-

ter the most modern and approved models, upon travelling carriages, so as to

be able to command, if necessary, in aid of the stationary cannon mounted
on garrison carriages, a powerful train of disposable artillery, susceptible of

rapid inoveme'it and of occasional location. Schedule No. 2 exhibits the

number and description of heavy ordnance now fit for service, together with

the qu:mtity of military stores, &.c. in like condition, in the hands of the

Quartermaster General. The Commissioners would here observe, that the

ground occupied by the Quartermaster General as a laboratory and a depot

for the military stores of the Commonwealth, being very limited and incon-

venient, they have made application to the selectmen of the town of Boston

for a small part of the common for the purpose of arranging a park of artil-

lery: and, having been readily answered in the affirmative, most of the

mounted pieces now occupy that station. Thus, the Commissioners conceive,

they have essentially fulfilled the primary intentions of their commission

and of the Legislature, in having caused to be mounted such a number of

heavy cannon on fort and travelling carriages, provided with all the neces-

sary apparatus for a train of heav}^ artillery, and in replenishing the arsenals

of the S'.ate with a rospectible complement of the munitions of war. The
other measure.^ contemplated by the resolye that formed the basis of the



[ Doc. No. 3. 3 143

Executive power and of tlic commission under which they act, the Com-
missioners conceive to be oT a prospective ;ind contingent, rather than of

an unconditional and positive character. The employment of Engineers,

the construction of batteries, and the throwing up of breast-works, appear

to be the remote views of the Legislature, to justify the execution of which
some danger must be known to exist, rendering it necessary or expedient

for the public safety that resort should be had to those ulterior measures.

Such, however, have been the impressions of the Commissioners, from the

# nearest and most distinct view they have been able to take of the subject

now under review, that they have ever been impressed with great confi-

dence, that means of defence equal to any actual degree of danger were
prepared or were in operation. In forming this estimate of the adequate-

ness of those means for the exigencies of the moment, in connexion with

the number, the bravery, and the patriotism of the militia, it is proper to

observe that reference has been had to the state and quality of the British

lorce on our maritime frontier, and, of course, its capacity for effective ope-

ration. Against a powerful fleet, co-operating with an army, a different and
. far more exalted grade of preparation would have been demanded. But,
' considering the kind of warfare Great Britain has instituted against the

United States, and the adaptedncss of their measures to effect its accomplish-

ment, the destruction of our commerce, and the incapacity of the British

power on our const to seize and maintain any important station in the popu-
lous parts of our country, a further extension of our defensive measures was
deemed inexpedient and superfluous.

Soon after the Commissioners entered upon the duties of their appoint-

ment, they received applications for aid in cannon, muskets, powder, appa-
ratus for artillery, the raising of batteries, embodying the militia, &c. from
various towns and places in the Commonwealth. The articles solicited

were various. But in every instance when application was made, and an
authorized agent appeared to receive and receipt for military stores, a sup-

ply was afforded. But the considerations already suggested, with the limit-

ed amount of the appropriation for objects of such vast magnitude, compelled
» us to restrict the supplies to such limits as consisted with the claims of

others, under circumstances of equal exposure to invasion, agreeably to the

several views of the Legislature, as indicated by their resolves. It was,
moreover, deemed highly important to hold in reserve as large a proportion
of the appropriation as possible, not only with a view to economy, but ta
meet the ultimate objects of the Legislature, in case of invasion. Embody-
ing the militia was in no wise within the power of the Commissioners. The
aid usually furnished was designed to repel d^^sultory and predatorv incur-

sions, and was of course modified by circumstances. Schedule No. 3 con-
tains a specification of the kind and quantity of military stores sent from the
arsenal, with their destination. The town of Boston, as the metropolis and
great emporium of Ma.ssachusetts, received the early and solicitous attention

of the Commissioners, 'i'he several eminences and wharves in that town,
and the grounds in its vicinity, were carefully viewed and examined, \<'ith

a view of ascertaining their positive and relative merits as positions for bat-

teries. But, from the considerations which have been already stated, the
exercise of the ultimate powers of their commission has been deferred. And

Athe Commissioners are happy to find that events have given sanction to their

reasonings and to the course of measures they have pursued; and that the

Commonwealth, having in its arsonnl;* tho means of protecting its maritime
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frontier, Jiighly improved and augmented, the lime has arrived when the

defence of the State will be referred to the w^isdom and guidance of the Le-
gislature.

W. HEATH,
DAVID COHB,

May 2dl/i, 1S13. JOHN BROOKS.

Schedule of sundry arllcles required of the Quartermaster General^ as

necessary for the defence of tlie harbor of Boston, 4'C. <5'C. m

Six 32-pound cannon, six 24-pound do., sixteen 18-pound do., to be

mounted on garrison carriages. These pieces of ordnance, as well as four

21's, four IS's, and six 12's, already mounted, (the ten latter on travelling

carriages) are to be immediately provided with the requisite appai'atus and

equipments for actual service. Tliis requisition will include the horse liar-,

nesses, and chains for moving the cannon to a battery, when necessary.

A drag for moving heavy ordnance, in addition to one on hand, and both

to be furnished with screws, harnesses, and chains.

20 platforms for the 32, 24, and 18 pounders, to be immediately con-

structed, and ready to be transported and laid down in the most easy and

expeditious manner.
100 shovels, G iron bars, — pickaxes, (enougli on hand.)

20 wheelbarrows.

20 hand barrows.

1,000 muskets, with bayonets and accoutrements complete.

10 tons gunpowder.
22 do of shot, different sizes.

2 furnaces for heating shot.

Schedule No. 2.

Statement of articles purchased, in compliance with orders from the

Commissioners for Sea-coast Difertce, State of Massachusetts, m
March last.

1000 small arms, at Si 1 50 ~
- - - - $ 11,500 00

1000 cartouch boxes, belts, and scabbards - - - 2,000 00

22 tons of shot, at 5^100 ----'- 2,20000
500 quarter-barrels powder, 12,500 pounds - - 10,900 00

28 fort carriages for heavy guns, at $85 - - - 2,380 00

80 sets of harne^.s for heavy field artillery - - - 1,600 00

Plank, timber, and labor for platforms - - . 1,000 00

1 cannon drag and screw - - - - - 1 50 00

30 pieces flannel - - - - - - 780 00

White rope for gin falls, drag ropes, slings, &c. - - 300 00

Cartridge paper for cannon, muskets, twine, &c. - - 200 00

S heavy cannon, now mounting on travelling carriages, with

apparatus - - - - - - 3,200 00

Junk and yarn for wads, labor in fixing ammunition, and

boxes for packing ammunition ... 90O 00 ^
Contingent expenses not ascertained _ . - 3,000 00

$ 40.110 00
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P. S. The article of contingent expenses includes the intrenching tools,

furnace for heating shot, the mounting and moving cannon and military
stores, and sundry otiier expenses, the amount of whicli could not be ascer-
tained.

The third schedule contains a detail of deliveries of cannon, small arms,
accoutrements, and ammunition, for defence of Kennebunk harbor, Port-
land, and the town of Surr3^

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
To the Flonorable Duvid Cobb, John Brooks, and Timothy Pickering, Enqii res— Greeting.

Whereas, by a resolve, of the Legislature of this Common-
[seal.] wealth, passed on the 27th of February, 1813, our Governor,

r..,^„ c^„„..„ with advice and consent of Council, was authorized to adoptCaleb Stuoxo.
i i r • i • •

such deieasive measures, and cai*ry the same into execution,
as might be deemed necessary to protect the town of Boston, its harbor and
vicinity, and the ports and harbors of this Commonwealth, from the invasion

o'' an enemy during the present war: And whereas, by a resolve passed on the

16t,h of June, 1813. our Governor, with advice of Council, was authorized

to erect such fortifications, and establish such batteries, as might be deemed
necessary for the defence and protection of such towns within this Common-
wealth as are most ex^josed to invasion and the casualities of war; and to pur-

chase, mount, and furnish, for the use ofsuch towns, a competent number of

pieces of ordnance, with other suitable munitions of war; and to establish

signals by which to give timely notice to vessels navigating along the coast,

of an enemy's approach; and to purchase such number of fire arms, for the

use of the Commonwealth, as shall appear lobe necessary; to provide a suffi-

cient guard forarsenals, parks of artillery, and military stores; and toemploy one
one or more persons skilled in the science of engineering and gunnery: And
whereas, by a resolve of the 14th of June, instant, our Governor is requested

and authorized to adopt any and every such measure as to him may appear

necessary or expedient for the defence, protection, and security, of this Com-
monwealth, or any part thereof: And whereas the Council have advised that

it is expedient for "the Governor to appoint three judicious persons, skilled in

military aflfairs, who shall superintend, and cause to be carried into effect, such

defensive measures, and to make such purchases, as are contemplated by

the resolves aforesaid:

I, therefore, by the authority derived from the said resolves, and by the

advice of the Council of this day, copies ofwhich will be herewith delivered

to you, confiding in your military skill, and in your fidelity and patriotism,

do hereby appoint and commission you, the said Honorable David Cobb,

John Brooks, and Timothy Pickering, Esquires, for the purposes specified

in the said advice of Council, that the intentions of the Legislature, expres-

sed in the said resolves, may be fully carried into effect. And you will,

from time to time, make such communications to the Governor and Council,

relative to your proceedings, as may give them full knowledge thereof.

Witness his Excellency' Caleb Strong, our Governor and Commander-io-

Chief, and the seal of of the Commonwealth hereunto aflixed, at BostdTi, this

sixteenth day of June, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and fourteen,

and in the thirty-eighth year of the independence of the United States of

America.
By his Excellency the Governor: -

ALDEN BRADFORD,
19 . Seo-etary of ihe Commonwealth.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In Council, JunelG, 1814.

The committee appointed to consider and report on the expediency of keep

ing a distinct record of the expenses incurred by the Executive of this Com
monwealth, in protecting the citizens thereof during the present war, with a

view of exhibiting the same to the Government of the United States for in-

demnification, report, that the Commissioners appointed this sixteenth day

of June, instant, to adopt and carry into effect such defensive measures as

may be necessary to protect the town of Boston, its harbor, and vicinity, and

the ports and harbors of this Commonwealth, from the invasion of an enemy
during the present war, be requested to keep a distinct and separate record

of all the applications which hjve been made, since the commencement of the

war with Great Britain, or which ma}^ be made during its continuance,

from the people of this Commonwealth, or any of them, to his Excellency

the Governor and Council, or to the Commissioners abovementioned, for

aid and assistance in guarding against or repelling the attacks of the enemy
within the limits of this State, and the proceedings thereon: and the Com-
missioners aforesaid be also requested to collect and keep distinct accounts of

all expenses incurred, or which may be incurred, for the protection or defence

of the Commonwealth for the period aforesaid, in addition to such as may be

made under their immediate superintendence or direction, to the end that a

claim may hereafter be made on the United States for the expense incurred,

by affording that protection and defence which the State has a right to expect,

and which is the duty of the Government of the United States, at all times, and

more especially during the existence of war, to provide and to secure, which
formed one of the leading inducements for the establishment of the Govern-
ment of the United States, and for surrendering to it all the principal sources

ofthe revenue of the State ; and that the commissioners aforesaid be author-

ized to employ such clerks or assistance as may be necessary to carry the pre-

ceding order into full effect.

And the report having been read and considered, is accepted.

Extracts from the journals of the Council.

ALDEN BRADFORD,
• Secretary of Commonwealth

Commodore Bainbridge appears, in a letter to Adjutant General Brooks,
one of the Commissioners, dated 5th September, 1814, and set forth in the

foregoing entries relative to General VVjuton's corps in service at Boston, to

have suggested the construction of batteries on Dorchester Heights and Nod-
dle's Island, and the breastworks on North Battery wharf.

Sept. 8th, 1814, SunclaT/j 9 o'clock, A. M.
Colonel Thorndike and Colonel Perkins, accompanied by Major General

Dearborn and suite, visited Fort Warren, t*'ort Independence, and Noddle's
Island.

Fort Warren is at present under the command of Lt. Col. Page, of fifth

regiment first brigade third division of the militia of Massachu-
setfs. The troops under his present command consist of 415 militia,

together with a lieutenant, 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, and thirteen privates

of the United States' troops. The works are, a water battery, called the

^^West Head Battery, ^^ on which are mounted ten twenty-four pound can-
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non. Antithcr work on the south-east point of the island, called ^^South
Point Batterij,^' similar to the one above mentioned, and' mounting also

ten twenty-four pounders. The works on the summit of the island are de-
fended by six twelve and two twenty-four pounders in the inner work, and
by ten twelve pounders in the outer work, presenting in the aggregate a de-
feiice of thirty-four pieces of ordnance. A new work is erecting, at this time,
between the fort on the summit, and the ^^IVest Head Water Battery. ^^

Fort Independence is at present garrisoned entirely by United States'

troops, about 350 in number. General Dearborn has since furnished some
minutes respecting the number of pieces on the two fortresses, collectively;

Avhich see. Furnaces for heating shot are erected in both ihc fortresses.

On the new fort now erecting on Noddle's Island, about 600 workmen
were actually under employ, and the works are progressing with a spirit

suited to the exigency of the moment. The engineer, Loammi Baldwin,
Esq. and the gentlemen who assist him, appear to take great interest in the

success of '.heir object, the evidence of which is very perceptible in the rapid-

itv 'j.w'i perfection with which the plans have hitherto been executed. A
highly commendable zeal, and spirit of patriotism, pervades all classes of

our fellow-citizens, in their volunteering their services to work on this, and
the difl'erent fortifications about to be erected in the vicinity of Boston,

This laudable ambition will, no doubt, be continued until the works are com-
pleted.

By order of the visiting Committee.
JOSEPH H. PIERCE,

Sccretan- to the Board of Comnussioners for Sea-coast Defend^.

Boston, Sunday Evening, Sept'. IS, IS 14.

Adjutant General's Office,

Boston., Sept. 18, 1814.

Sir: By the last returns there appears to be mounted at Forts Independence

and Warren, of 50 lb. Columbiads 4
32 do long 29
24 do do 39

12 do do 22
6 do on travelling

carriages 4
10 inch mortars 4

Total pieces of ordnance mounted 102

The mortars have been mounted since the return for August.

Yours, with due respeoct,

GEO. P. PETERS, ^dj. Gen,

It does not appear to whom this note was addi'essed; it is endorsed as hav-

ing been received from Gen. Dearborn Sept. IS, 1814.

BosTOK, Sept. 19, 1814.

Dear Sir: I take the liberty of offering for consideration a rough sketch,

as an outline of such works as may be contemplated for the defence of the

town by way of the neck; the sketch has been hastily made this morning,

without scale or dividers. The width of the street is mere conjecture. The
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most approved modern European Engineers considered the principle exhibit-

ed in the sketch called CreweQle as best adapted for field fortifications: it un-

doubtedly affords a more destructive fire' than any other kind of breastwork

-

Your humble servant,

H. DEARBORN.
Maj. Gen. Brooks-

Fort Independence,

September 25, 1814.

Sir: Your communication of the 23d has been received, and attentively

perused. On this, and Governor's island, there are a sufficient number of

men for manning all the works which are now erected or begun. The de-

fenceless positions on Governor's island, referred to, have been examined

sometime since,and works arc planned for their defence, which I shall lay

out on the morrow, and cause to be erected. I shall be very glad to receive

assistance from the citizens in labor; and, should it be afforded, it is desira-

ble that each man should bring a spade, shovel, pickaxe, or wheelbarrow.

If a party could be sent of one, two or three hundred men, on Tuesday, they

can be employed to advantage, as it is highly important that the batteries,

and such works as cover them, should be finished as soon as possible. On
the island, I have laid out, in advance of the southeast bastion, a battery for

three mortars, which will be finished in three days; I have likewise laid out

a work from the corner of the south battery on Governor's island, which was
commenced yesterday morning; a corner to the west water battery was com-
menced some days since, and is in great forwardness.

I have received 1500 pikes from the laboratory in Albany, which were
sent to the two garrisons by the order of Major General Dearborn, for the de-

fence of the curtains and bastions of the forts, and the parapet of the batteries.

All the forts and batteries under my command will, by the morrow, or next

day, have an ample supply of ordnance stores of every kind. If it could be ef-

fected, it is very desirable the Boston and Charlestown sea-fencibles should be
stationed in the batteries to be erected on the east and north side of Governor's
island, every other week alternately, with their cannon and equipments.
Two mortars will be placed in Governor's Island; and furnaces are, and will

be, erected for heating shot, safficient to supply all the guns with hot shot,

which can be brought to bear on ships at the same moment, in all the works on
the island. I have directed, and am now making, a new kind of wad for the

curtain between Dearborn and Winthrop bastions, which are in rear of the
water batterj- on Fort Independence, and for the hot shot, which will

obviate the difficulties you have mentioned. I have this day written to

Commodore Bainl)ridge in relation to the position of the United States' ships,

and expressed an opinion, that, if the hulks are immediately sunk, and it

shall be found tlie channel is sufficiently oljstructed to prevent the near ap-
proach of the ships of the enemy, it is advisable to have the Independence
and Constitution moored above them, to co-operate with the garrisons.
I should like to have a consultation with the committee, v.'ho have in charge
the sinking of the hulks, as to the site.

The signals which have been established to announce the approach of
the enen)y, are three guns, in the day time, from forts Independence and
Warren, and, in the night, three guns from each fort, and a tar barrel
lighted on the crown of the counterscarp, opposite to the west curtain of
Fort Warren. To discover the approach of the enemy, a guard boat is
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sent from this fort every night, near the mouth of the harbor, with rockets

or signals. I recommend that the troops which are to reinforce Fort In-

dependence and Warren, on the event of an alarm, be stationed at Dorches-
ter point, in the old vrork, which should be repaired. Boats, in suflicient

number, should be stationed there for transporting the troops, which should
be sent to the two islands, in the following proportion, viz: two thirds to

Governor's island, and the remainder to Fort Independence. There should
be a large proportion of field artillery, with case shot. You may be as-

sured that every thing in my power will bo done, to make a successful de-

fence of the works which I have tlie honor to command. It gives me great

pleasure to learn the determination of the Executive in relation to the ab-

solute necessity of rendering these foitresses impregnable, and you may be

assured I shall be happy to co-operate with the military board, in such
arrangements as may be thought advisable for the protection of the capi-

tal of Massachu^fctts, and the preservation of the honor of our common
country. On the event of an alarm, Major General Dearborn will assume
the command ol the tv/o forts, and take the immediate command of one.,

and the other will be assigned to me.
I am, respectfully, your ob't serv't,

HENRY A. S. DEARBORN.
Tnor.iAs H. Perkins, Esq.

As is before shown, the writer of this letter was the Brigadier General,

on duty with the detachments of Massachusetts militia, placed in the Unit-

ed States service at Boston, and paid and supplied by the General Gov-
ernment. The State does not appear to have defrayed the expense of any
of the measures pursued by him.

Boston, October 5, 1814.

The commissioners for the defence of the sea coast, appointed under
commissions from his Excellency the Governor, by and with the advice

and consent of the honorable Council, beg leave, respectfully, to report:

That they have attended to the duties enjoined upon them by their com-
missions, by purchasing, from time to time,, small arms, powder, ball,

camp equipage, and other munitions of war. The arms, with accoutre-

ments and ammunition, have been distributed to towns on the sea-coast,

having in view those which are most exposed to the incursions of the ene-

my, as will appear by the schedule of the Quartermaster General. They
further report that they have caused to be mounted on carriages, suited to

the service to which they are destined, the ordnance belonging to the

State: a portion of which has been sent to the outer posts, where they

were most wanted, and a part retained for the fortifications now erecting in

the metropolis and its vicinity.

In places particularly exposed, demands have been made for the aid of

military force, and the Adjutant General has been instructed to furnish de-

tachments for this service, on such a scale as circumstances would permit,

as will appear by the returns of that officer.

The commissioners have ordered the erect'on of fortifications on the

following sites, a part of which ore already finished, and the others con-

structing under the superintendence of Col. Baldwin, whom they have em-
ployed as their principal engineer. The old forts on the heights of South

Boston, are ordered to be repaired, and working parties from tlii" and tiie
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neighbor towns arc daily employed in this service. A battery is to be
raised at South Boston point, opposite to Fort Independence, which will

be within point blank shot of the channel, and will produce a cross fire,

should the enemy attempt that passage. It is intended to throw fortifica-

tions across the turnpike and old roads, leading from South Boston to Dor-
chester ; both of which are flanked by marshes, which the enemy cannot

pass.

To prevent the enemy from landing at Commercial Point, is construct-

ed there, and with the same view, a battery; and other works on a pret-

ty extensive plan have been thrown up in advance of the hill in Dorches-

ter, called Savin or Old Hill, both of which are near to the shores where the

enemy would probably land, should this place be his object. The ground
on Savin Hill affords a very favorable position for the operations of mili-

tia, being covered with trees, and being broken in perpendicular clifts of

rock. The positions already named being secured, the only one on whicli

• the enemy could make a landing on the South of the town, is at Squantum ;

and this the commissioners think can hardly be attempted, considering

the distance by this route to the capital, and the nature of the country
through which he must pass. The bridges on the Neponsit being destroy-

ed, a detour must be made, as high up that river as Boise's mills, before a

good fording place can be met with, making a distance of not less than 16
or 17 miles, exposing him during his progress to the galling fire and
destructive attacks of a brave and martial population. On Noddle's
island works are now erecting, and in great forwardness. To prevent the

approach of the enemy to Charlestown, should he land at Chelsea, it is

contemplated to erect works across the neck between Mystic river and
Charlestown mill-pond, and the renovation of the works on Bunker's hill,

if on further examination it should be thought to'be expedient, or within
the views of the commissioners. To prevent the approach of the enemy
by the bridges connected with the town, and by those at Chelsea, Charles-

town, Brighton, and Cambridge, care has been taken to place each of

them vmder the special charge of two discreet persons at each bridge, who
have under their command fifty or sixty axe men, who will be instructed

to destroy a portion of each bridge, when the exigence may arrive which
shall require it. The portion of each bridge to be destro3'ed should be, in

the opinion of the commissioners, not less than one hundred feet, inclusive

of the draw: it is only in the last extremity that this expedient will be

resorted to, and not until ulterior directions are given by this board.

With those measures of precaution, and the efficient services of the militia,

upon whom they rely, the commissioners feel persuaded that no successful

attempt can be made on the metropolis by land.

It has been thought proper to convene at this place a meeting of the
Major Generals and Brigadier Generals of the 1st, 2d, 3d, 5th, and 9th
divisions, and of Major General Whiton, and the other general officers

of the detachment undci» his command, that a concert in operations
might be entered into, and from which we have to expect the best conse-
quences. We do not doubt, from the returns of those officers, that a body
of not less than 18,000 effective men may be brought to a point, with a hea-
vy train of artillery, in a very short time after an alarm is given of the ap-

proach of an enemy. Videttes are in readiness to communicate with the

oincers of divisions, brigades, and regiments, and signals are established on
the coast, to announce the approach of a fleet.
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It IS known to his Excellency the Governor, and Council, that a strong
detachment of the militia, afj;reeably to the returns of the Adjutant General,
has been ordered to Forts Warren and Independence, under the command
of Brigadier Gen. Dearborn, of the 1st brigade 1st division of tl»e militia
of MassacJuisetts; and precautions liave been taken to tlirow reinforcements
into those forts, should occasion require it. "The commissioners further re-
port that they have caused to be purchased six vessels, whicli are prepared
to be sunk in the channel in tlie event of an attack, thus obstructing the ap-
proach to the town by heavy ships: the commissioners have been much aided
by a committee of the Boston Marine Society in this service.

Considering the high state of preparation for defence of fort Independence,
and the improvements made and making at fort Warren, the commissioners
cannot but feel great confidence that an attack will not be made on the harbor
of Boston, or, if made, that it will prove abortive.

The commissioners cannot but regret that the new 74 gun ship, lying at

Charlestowii, is not in a situation to aid in defending the entrance to the
harbor, not being supplied with cannon, and not having her complement
of men; although it must be well known to the Secretary of the Navy that

the destruction of that ship and the Constitution would be the principal

inducement for the enemy to attempt our port. Had the ship Indepen-
dence been supplied with her battery of cannon and her complement of
men, she, with the frigate Constitution, might hav*> aided materially in the

defence of the town, by being placed above the sunken hulks protected by
the forts.

The commissioners further report that they have applied to Gen- Dear-
born, commanding the first military difstrict of the United States, for a sup-

ply of muskets on account of the proportion of arms due from the United
States to this State, from the General Government, under a law passed April
23d, ISOS, and have received from him one thousand six hundred stands,

which have been receipted for and distributed as before stated. They have
a promise from Major Gen. Dearborn for a further supply of arms on the

same account, as soon as they are received from the arsenal at Springfield.

Major Gen. Dearborn has loaned to the commissioners some cannon, howit-

zers, and munitions of war, with a proportion of such other mditary stores as

are not wanted for the service.

From the heavy expenditures of money in the purchase of cannon, arms,

'Munitions of war, hulks, subsistence for the troops, &c. the commissioners
^^ave to stite that the money received from the Treasurer under the resolves

Of the Legislature of 27th February, 1813, and2oth February, 1S14, amount-
hig together to two hundred thousand dollars, has been nearly absorbed, and

heavy debts arc accumulating, which will require to be provided for at an

early stage of the meeting of the Legislature.

It is painful to the commissioners to state to his Excellency and the ho-

norable Council, that, from the great extent of sea coast of this State, and

the constant alarm which has pervaded it, large bodies of the militia have

been called into service lor the defence of their homes, their wives, and

their children. Left almost entirely defenceless by the General Govern-
ment, who have sent the principal part of the regular force which had

been enlisted into the public service to the Canadian frontier, in place of

keeping them to defend our shores from invasion, it has been necessary to

call the husbandman from the harvest of Summer labor, and the mechanic

from his work-shop, to bear the musket, and encounter the fatigues of a

campaign.
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It is apprehended by the commissioners that not less than 10,000 men
have occasionally been in the field, to pay and subsist whom wiil be required

more means than are at the command of the State, without very heavy addi-

tional burihens.

In behalf of the Commissioners for sea-coast defence,

DAVID COBB.
His E;ccellency the Goverxok.

[CiRCRLAR.]

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office.

War Department, 22dJiiiij, 1814.

All cases in which general officers commanding armies or districts may
judge it necessai'y or conducive to the public service to order arms, accoutre-

ments, or otlier ordnance stores to be delivered for the use of the militia of

any particular State or Territory, such arms, &c. shall be delivered in pur-

suance of the provisions of the act of Congress, passed the 23d of April, l.^OS,

for arming the whole body of the militia, and receipts or other proper vouf'h-

ers are to be required from tlie Governor of the Stale or Territory, in be-

half of which such delivery of arms, &c. shall be made, which receipts or

other vouchers shall be transmitted to the office of the Commissary General
of Ordnance, who is hereby directed to keep a correct account of all arms,
accoutrements, &c. so delivered, debiting each State, Territory, &c. with
the amount of arms, accoutrements, &c. which may be delivered for the use

of the militia of such State, Territory, Sec.

By order of the Secretary of War.
JOHN R. BELL,

. *dssista7it Inspector General.
His Excellency Caleb Strong,

Governor of Massachusetts, Northampton.

Adjutant General's Office, Mil. Dis. No. 1,

Head Quarters.^ Boston, Sd Sept 1814.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica-
tion dated September 1, 1814, on the subject of the delivery of si-i^is, &c.
to the militia, in answer to which, General Dearborn directs me to say that

he has no other authority to deliver arms to the militia ihan w' at is con-
tained in the instructions from the War Department, of the 22d July, 1814,
a copy of which I had the honor to enclose you on the 10th August, 1814.

With much respect, 1. am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

GEO. P. PE FERS,
Acting Adjutant General.

J. Brooks, Esq. Adjutant General
Massachusetts militia, Boston.

COMMONW^EALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Friday Morning, September 17, 1814.

The subscribers having been appointed a committee from the military

commis.sioners of sea-coast defence to wait upon Major General Dearborn.
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io ascertain whether he was authorized to deliver to any officer acting un-
der the authority of this Commonwealth any fire arms belouging to the

United States, as part of this Commonwealth's proportion of fire arms, to

which it is entitled by virtue of a law of Congress passed on the 23d day
of April, 1808; and, also, to ascertain whether he would lend to this State

any munitions of war, provided that it should be required; have attended
the service assigned them, and report, that they have called upon General
Dearborn, and requested him to inform them whether he had any fire-

arms, which he was authorized to deliver to any person or persons, as part

of this Commonwealth's proportion of arms due from the United States: to

which he replied, in substance, that he had in Boston about 1200 stand; but

he was not sure that he was authorized by the War Department to deliver

them for any other purpose than to arm the militia that was in actual ser-

vice under the United States; but if they were wanted for the use of the

militia that was to be employed in the defence of the State, he saw no rea-

son why he should not deliver them, provided he could have such a receipt

from the proper officer as would make this State accountable for the arms
thus delivered; and that he would send an order to Springfield for two
thousand more; and that he would deliver all that could be spared^ and
would, moreover, lend to the Commonwealth all the munitions of war which
he had under his care, over and above what was wanted for the service of

the United States, should this State wish to borrow them.

ISRAEL THORNDIKE,
J Comvxittet

T. H. PERKINS, 5
^'''^''""^^•

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Head Quarters, Boston, Sept. 17, 1814.

Sir: Please to deliver to Amasa Davis, Esq. Quartermaster General,

twelve hundred stands of arms, as part of this State's proportion of arms
due from the United States to this State, by virtue of a law passed by
Congress on the 23d of April, 1808. The said arms being intended for

the use of that portion of the militia now called out for the defence of the

sea-board of this Commonwealth, or which may hereafter be ordered for

similar purposes.

CALEB STRONG.
To Major General Dearborn,

Commanding 1st United States' Military/ District.

Sir: On the above request, you will please to deliver, immediately, one
thousand muskets and bayonets complete to Colonel Davis, Quartermaster,

and take his receipt.

H. DEARBORN.
To Captain Talcot, Ordnance Department.

Mem. The arms were received accordingly.

Boston, September., 20, 1814.

Sir: I am desired to apply to you, in behalf of the Commissioners for

sca-coast defence, to know from you when they may expect the arrival of

the arms from Springfield. As the demands are very pressing from Cape

Cod and the Province of Maine, the Commissioners are very desirous that

the quantity of arms to be received from the United States' armory should

20
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be extended as far as possible, that the many calls made may be at least

partially sapplied. You will also oblige the Commissioners by informing;

them what sized cannon ball remain in your arsenal, which can be loaned

to the State. Some 18 or 32 pound ball are wanted; and the Commission-

ers wish to know if you can supply them.
I am, with respect, your obedient servant,

T. H. PERKINS.
Major General Dearborn, ^

Military Commander of the 1st Military District.

Heap Quarters, Boston^ September 21, 1814.

Dbar Sir: In answer to your note of yesterday, I must observe, that

i\ot having yet received any answer from Springfield, I cannot say, with

any certainty, hov,' soon, or what number of arms will arrive from Spring-

field; but I depend on an answer to my letter by the next mail; and as soon

as it arrives, I shall have the pleasure of giving you the earliest information.

X have this moment received a return of the 18, 24, and 32 pound balls in ,

the arsenal^ some part of them will be required at the forts. On hand, of

18 pounds, 753; of 24 pounds, 452; of 32 pounds, 545; of 6 and 12 pounds,
there is upwards of 6,000. I think I may loan the State, of 18 pounds,
400; of 24 pounds, 200; of 32 pounds, 200; and, if required, 1,000 six, aijd

1,060 twelve pounds, or more if necessary.

I am, Sir, your obedient humble servant,

H. DEARBORN,
Colonel T. H. Perkins.

Boston, September 24, 1814.

Sir: I have this morning received a line from the storekeeper at Spring-
field, informing me that my order for two thousand muskets would be

complied with.

Yours, respectfully,

H. DEARBORN.
Colonel T. H. Perkins.

Board of Commissioners for the defence oe the sea-coast,

Boston^ Septem,ber 26, 1814.

Sir: You was pleased to say you would loan to this Board a quantity of
powder and other munitions of war. From communications from Wiscas-
set, it appears that about a ton and a half of powder is necessary at that
place: it is understood that there is at the fort at Edgecomb between four
and five tons of powder. The object of this letter is to know if you will or-

der to be delivered from the public stores or magazines at that fort, the
quantity of powder alluded to as a part of the parcel to be loaned us.

In behalf, &c.

ISRAEL THORNDIKE,
THOMAS H. PERKINS^

Maj. Gen. Dearborn.

P. S. If Gen. Dearborn will be at leisure, Cols. Thorndike and Perkins
mil call on him at half past 3 o'clock.
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A letter from Col. Sumner to the President of the Board of War, dated

Wiscasset, January 12th, 1814, [should have been 1815,] transmitting

** Br. Quartermaster Thomas Nickel's returns of sundry articles borrowed

of the United States," contains the following passage: "The return of

30 casks of powder were borrowed by the commissioners of sea-coast de-

fence of Gen. Dearborn, uj>on whose order on Captain Perry, command-
ing the United States' garrison in this harbor, I received them of Captain

Perry, (excepting four casks which had been before delivered at the re-

quest of General King,) as the agent of said commissioners." The casks

are shown by Quartermaster Nickel's return to have contained 3000 pounds.

A ton more powder is, by a return of Oliver Bray, shown te have been

borrowed of the United States at Portland.

Boston, September 21, 1814.

Sir: I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of a letter from Col. Sumner.

You and every other candid man will decide whether such language is pro-

per and useful at this time. Ji war declared without the consent or ap-

probation of the Government of this State.

Your very humble servant,

H. DEARBORN.
Col. Thos. H. Perkins.

The following is the copy referred to:

September 21, 1814.

Sir: The present situation of our country is such, that the Govern-

ment of this State have found it necessary to assume the attidude of de-

fence in a war declared without its consent or approbation. The national

Government are boumi by the Constitution to protect and defend its citizens

against invasion, and, for that purpose, have the power to receive all duties

upon imposts and tonnage, and have also the power to lay internal taxes,

all of which have been done by them; yet, owing to the want of a proper

application of its resources, or an indisposition to apply them to the uses

for which they w^ere intended, the State Governments are called upon to

defend themselves. The Government of this State have determined to do

this so far as its population and resources will enable them: they therefore

apply these resources to the defence of those places on the sea-coast which

are most assailable, and have the greatest interest at hazard. In conform-

ity to this plan, the arms which the State had on hand, and vast supplies of

ammunition, have been furnished them, and there are no arms in the Quar-

termaster's care which have not l)een distributed. .More are contracted for,

and, when received, will be delivered to those inhabitants on tlie frontier

and other towns which most need them, and the petition of the select-

men of Seber will receive their earliest attention.

I have the honor to be, sir.

Your most obedient servant,

WM. H. SUMNER,
Jlid-deCamp to his Ex'ey theComman-der-in Chi'f, and Agerltto

Commissioners of sea-coait dfftnce.

Capt. EzEKiEL Chase, Sebec.

BosToy, September 27, 1814.

Sir: I hasten to answer the note received from you to day. In all cases,

collision between the Government of the United States and the mdividual



156 [ Doc. No. 3. ]

States is to be regretted, and, under existing circumstanoes, very much ttf

be deprecated. The copy of the letter you communicated contains expres-

sions of opinion^ entertained by the writer, and which should not, most
assuredly, implicate either his Excellency the Governor or the Board of

Commissioners. It cannot be considered as the intention of Col. Sumner
to produce a rupture of the good understanding which so happily exists

between you as the commander of the United States' military district and
the board with which 1 have the honor to act, which will be always ready

to aid, so far as it has the power, to defend our common country. You
was so good as to say you would ascertain the quantity of leaden ball,

buck-shot, or lead, which you can loan to the Commissioners for the use of

the State, and hope the result of your inquires will enable you to extend the

quantity beyond what you thought would be within your power. If you
could also loan a further quantity of powder at Portland, either jEixed or

otherwise, it would oblige us. Communications from Portland inform us

that neither powder nor lead is to be found there, and thai they are in a

great state of alarm. I enclose you a receipt such as the board think should

be given: please to make such an alteration of the phraseology as you may
think proper, and fill the blanks with the quantity you can spare of the sev-

eral articles, when the receipt will be handed to you, and the order for the

delivery received. If Brig. Gen. Dearborn is in town, please to inform him
that a body of laborers will be furnished for fort Warren on Thurs-
day.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. H. PERKINS.
To Maj. Gen. Dearborn.

Boston, September ^1 ^ 1S14.

Sir: Your friendly note of this day has been received and duly appreciate

ed. The enclosed memorandum contains the kind and quantity of ar-

ticles I have it now in my power to loan the State. I presume the mus-
kets will be in town this evening, or to-morrow at farthest. The ordnance
is principally at Lexington. My son made a requisition this morning for

one of the 8-inch howitzers for a particular purpose, which I have order-
ed for him.

I am, sir, your obedient humble servant,

H. DEARBORN,
Col. Thos. H. Perkins.

Board of Commissioners for sea-coast defence.

Boston, September 28, 1814.

Sir: I am instructed by the Commissioners to say they have given an or-

der on you for the articles which you have ii)formed me you will loan to the
Government. When the articles are delivered, this Board will give you such
a receipt as you may think proper. As soon as you can ascertain what mus-
kets are wanted for the militia doing duty at the forts, and also the quantity
delivered to Gov. Gilman, you will have it in your power to inform me
what further supply of this all-important article can be given us. The de-
mands are constant and extensive, and are imperiously demanded by the sit-

uation of our South shore, and of Maine. It is therefore very important that
the number should be increased as much as possible, to enable ug to meet
the demand.
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As it is understood that 1,800 tK)ops in the District of Maine are to be ta-

ken into the service of the United States, it is expected by this Board, that,
from your large supplies in that quarter,of the munitions of war, those troops
will be supplied with cartridges, which will diminish the quantity which this
board wish to send (if it has the means) into that part of the State. It is pre-
sumed that the 1,100 militia already in the United States' service, in Maine,
are supplied with cartridges. I have communicated to Brig. Gen. Dearborn
a set of signals, established between Gloucester and this place, to anounce
an approaching fleet.

I am, sir, your obedient humble servant,

THOS. H. PERKINS,
Per order of the Board.

Maj. Gen. Dearborn.
Boston, 6'e;74femder 28, 1814.

Sir : You will please to deliver to Gen. Davis, within mentioned, the art-

tides within specified, and take his receipt for the whole, to be returned
when called for.

H. DEARBORN, Maj. Gen.
Capt. Talcott, of the Ord. Dept.

The 18-pound balls are at Fort Independence.

Memorandum enclosed.

200,000 musket balls.

25 barrels musket powder, in addition to 30 loaned at Wiscasset.

\h tons of pig lead.

5 8-inch howitzers, with carriages, &c.

3 12-pounders, light, with carriages, &c. and perhaps two other.«.

800 18-pound balls.

250 24 do
250 32 do and 600 muskets.
2 10-inch mortars, without beds.

CoMAfONWEALTH OP MASSACHUSETTS,

Head Quarters., Boston, Sept. 2S, 181-1.

Sfli : Please to deliver to Brigadier General Amasa Davis, Quurtermaster
-General, six hundred stands of arms, as part of this State's proportion of
arms, due from the United States to this State, by virtue of a law passed b\'

Congress on the 23d of Av^ril, 180S;the said arms being intended for the use
of that portion of the militia now called out for the defence of the sea-board
of this Commonwealth, or wliich may hereafter be ordered for similar purpo-
ses.

CALEB STRONG.
Major General Dearborn,

Commanding First U. S. Military District.

Six hundred stands of arms were received into the State's Arsenal Oc(u.»

her 4, 1814.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

Head Quarters^ Boston, Oct. 6, ISl 1.

Sir : Please to deliver to Brigadier General Amasa Davis, Quartermastoi-
General, two hundred stands of arms, as part of this State's proportion nf
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lirms due from the United States, to this State, by virtue of a law passed by
Congress on the 23d of April, 1808; the said arms being intended for the use

of that portion of the militia now called out for the defence offthe sea-board

of this Commonwealth, or whichmay hereafter be ordered for similar purpo-

CALEB STRONG,
Major General Dearbon,

First United States'' Military District.

Received of Captain George Talcott, Dep. Com. Ord. the following pieces

of ordnance, small arms, ammunition, equipments, and ordnance stores,

loaned to the Commissioners for sea-coast defence, and Executive authori-

ty of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by order of Major General
Dearborn, under the proviso that said articles are to be returned in good
condition when demanded, viz:

Four brass 8-inch howitzers on field carriages, with limbers, trail staves^

lead aprons, tompions, and collars, complete.

Three light iron 12-pounders, field carriages, with limbers, ammunition
boxes, trail staves, lead aprons, tompions, and collars, complete-

Four 8-inch howitzers, sponges, and rammers.
Three 12-pounders, sponges, and rammers.
Three 12-pounders, ladles, and worms.
Five powder horns, (strapper,) with 10 priming wires, 7 lintstocks, tnd 7

jjortfire stocks.

Twenty-four bricoles, three havresaeks, and fourteen implement straps.

Wheel harness complete for fourteen horses, and leading harness com-.

plete for eight horses, including twenty-two halters.

Twenty-five barrels, containing twenty-five hundred pounds musket powt
der.

One hundred and eleven boxes, containing one hundred and ninety-nine

thousand eight hundred musket balls, weighing eleven thousand and one
hundred pounds.

Seventeen pigs of lead, weighing thirty-three hundred and sixty pounds.
One hundred and seventy-five 32-pound cannon shot.

AMASA DAVIS,
Quartermaster General.

U. S. Arsenal, Charlestown, Qfh October, 1814.

Board of Commissioners for sea-coast defence,

Boston, October 22, 1814.

In the beginning of the present month of October, the Hon. Israel Thoi^-
dike and Hon. Thi)mas H. Perkins, called on Major General Dearborn,
commanding the United States' Military District No. 1, and requested a

further supply of small arms from the number due from the United States to

this State. General Dearborn agreed to furnish two hundred stands accord-

ingly. On the 6th instant, his Excellency the Governor was called upon
by the commissioners for an order to receive the said arms; which order was
immediately furnished by his Excellency; and the Quartermaster General
called upon General Dearborn, and presented the order for the arms. Gen-
eral Dearborn, however, peremptorily refused to dtliver them, as appears
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by the statement (now enclosed) from the Quartermaster General. The or-

der signed by his Excellency is also herein enclosed.

In behalf of the commissioners,
DAVID COBB.

The statement referred to, of the Quartermaster General, is not with the,

paper. The Governcfr's order is before set forth.

Northampton, December 2G, 1814.

Dear Sir: I have this moment received the enclosed letter from Gen.
Dearborn. Any ordnance, ordnance stores, or ammunition, borrowed by
this State, must have been obtained by the Commissioners for sea-coast de-
fence or the Board of War. I can hardly suppose General Dearborn intends
the powder furnished in the District of Maine : however, I wish you to con-

sult with the Board of War, and do what, in a view of all circumstances, is

right and proper to be done in the business. I have not written to General
"Dearborn, and will therefore thank you to notify him if any measures are

thought proper to be adopted in pursuance of his request.

I am, with sincere regard.

Your most obedient servant,

CALEB STRONG.
Gen. Brooks.

General Dearborn's letter is not produced, nor is the result of his appli-

cation shown.

\\\ addition to the 2\ tons of gunpowder borrowed at Wiscasset and Port-
land, as before noticed, and the ordnance and other stores specified in the
receipt of the State Quartermaster General, previously set forth, further

loans appear, by returns of Brigadier Quartermaster Nickols and Lieutenant
Bray, to have been made by the United States, at Wiscasset and Portland,
of 25,200 musket cartridges, 3,000 musket flints, 192 common tents, 26 wall
tents, 200 camp kettles, and 200 mess pans; of these articles, 105 tents, 51
mess pans, and 56 camp kettles, are shown to have been returned to a Unit-
ed States' officer.

According to a statement of Quartermaster General Davis, the State re-

ceived from the United States, under the law of Congress of 23d April,

1808, muskets and bayonets, as follow*, yiz :

1813, August »6, ----- 1,500

f
1814, September 20, .... i,000

*« October 3, - - - - ^600
y,ioo

PETER HAGNER, Auditor.

Treasury Departmtent,
Third Auditor's Office, Jan. 30, 18i28.
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( E. )

MILITIA AT EASTPORT.

A STATEMENT relative to a regiment of Militiay called out for the

defence of Eastport and its vicinity, iii July, 1812.

Lt. Col. Oliver Shead's regiment, from the 21st July to 31st Aug. 1812.

Aggregate expenditure, - - S4,295 52

Deduct overpayments, - - 32 14

rations reduced, - - 592 04
miscellaneous items, - 260 24

884 42
8,411 10

The following documents show the circumstances under which Colonel

Shead's regiment was called into service-

Eastport, June 28th, 1812.

Sir : The town of Eastport having, by their vote in a regular town meet-

ing, appointed us a committee of safety, we feel it to be our duty to state t<4.

j'ou, that we think the situation of this place unsafe, without some protec-

tion from the militia; and that we hope you will order out that portion of it

which you may think proper for our safety.

LEWIS FRED. DELESDEMES,
Chairman, per order.

Gen. John Brewer.

Custom House,

Passa?naq7ioddy, July I3th, 1812.

Sir : I have this moment received a letter from the Secretary of War,
of which the following is a copy

:

War Department, June 27, 1812.

Sir : Your letter of the 8th inst. has been received. The enclosure

from Gen'l Brewer was transmitted to Gen^l Dearborn, who is eharged

with the defence of the sea-coasts in New England.
Respectfully, Sir,

Your obedient serv't,

W. EUSTIS.
To L. Trescott, &c.

I have also by this mail, received a letter from Gen'l Dearborn, of which

the following is a copy

:

Boston, July 1, 1812.

Col. Trescott:

Dear Sir : A letter from John Brewer, of your place, to the Secreta-

ry of War, of June 6th, in which he states the situation of that part of the

country, and particularly Moose Island. I have, on the 22nd inst. by or-

der of the President of the United States, requested the Governor of this

State to order into the service of the United States for the defence of our

sea-coast, a body ot militia, taken from those that had been detached and
held in readiness for service. One company of artillery and 4 companies
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of infantry were for your place ; but the Governor has declined or neglect-

ed to comply with the requisition, and, of course, other measures must be

taken.

Very respectfully, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

H. DEARBORN.

The foregoing completely shows us what we^re to expect. What do you
think—will it not be in your power to afford something further as a pro-

tection to this place ? it is certainly not safe, %vith only iti^ present guard :

and the stores that are in it invite the enterprise of the enemy.
In haste, I am, d^ar Sir,

Your obedient servant,

L. TRE8C0TT.
Brig. Gen. John Brewer.

ROBBINSTON, Jiili/ 14, 1812.

Sir: From the exposed situation of this place at this time, and our

danger still increasing, and we having kept a watch for ten nights past,

wliich, from the smallness of our numbers, has become too burthensome to

be any longer borne ; we, therefore, request you, a commanding officer of

the militia, to order out such portion of that body as, in your judgment,

is necessary for the protection of this pla«e
;
presuming the Government

will sanction so just a request.

THOMAS VOSE, ^'^:^

JOHN BALKAM, I o I
JONAS BOND, )>.^<2

ABEL BROOKS,
j
|^c

CHARLES SIBLEY, J cS||

Second Brigade, 10th Division,

Robbiiiston, July 15, 1812,

Agreeable to general orders from the Commander-in-Chief, under date

of the 3d instant, the Brigadier General, by that order, and by the applica-

tion fromm the collector of the port, and the committees of safety of the

towns of Eastport and Robbinston, feels authorized, and considers it his du-
ty, to order the 3d regiment, untler the command of Lt. Col. Oliver Shead,
and the company of art'llery at Eastport, on military duty, for the purpose
of defending the lives and property of the inhabitants within the boimds of

said regiment, and repelling any invasion of the enemy.
The Brigadier General orders that the 3d regiment, under the com-

mand of Lt Col. Oliver Shead, be immediately assembled and put on mili-

tary duty, in defence of the country against its enemies, and every invading

foe. The Eastport artillery company will also assemble for the aforesaid

purpose.

Lt. Col. Shead will order the several companies on duty in their several

local situations, (excepting Lubec company, which will be attached to the

Eastport companies,) and when the whole of any company is not .required

on constant duty, one half may do duty weekly, alternately-

Lt. Col. 0. Shead will call on the several towns for supplies foi- the afore-

said troops, until Government otherwise provide.

This order to be in rigid force until further orders.

JOHN BREWER, Brig. Geiu
21
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The foregoing is a copy of an order issued at the time of its date, in,

consequence of applications from Eastport, Robbinston, and Col. Lemuel
Trcscott, collector of the customs for the district of Passamaquoddy : the
originals, marked A, B, and C, accompany this affidavit. It was also

the opinion of the best informed men among us, that the measure was ne-

cessary ; in which opinion I fully concurred. I also, at the same time,

wrote the 6ommander-in-Chief, and sent it by my Brigade Major, Bent-
lett, express, giving h.ini information of my proceedings, and that, "placed
as M'G are on the borders of the enemy without defence, and with solid rea-

sons for supposing they would shortly attack us, either for plunder or

conquest, we cannot but be alarmed : our detached settlements afford to

the enemy ever}'' prospect of success, if they attempt any predatory excur-

sions : our militia (although walling to defend their towns) are, in a great

proportion, without arms, ammunition, or any warlike equipments ; and
from their povert}-, as well as the scarcity of such articles, are unable to

procure them, and many of cur best soldiers are daily leaving the place for

want of employment : it may also be observed that the means of gain-

ing a support from the industry of the inhabitants, is totally cut off. We
have heretofore received a comfortable living from fishing, the lumber, and
a foreign trade, ail of which is now at an end; and the inhabitants must
generally leave the country, unles some means of support is afforded by
Government, either by embodying the militia under pay, or by supplying
Ihcm with the necessaries of life.

'^

In consequence of the foregoing order to Lt. Col. Shcad, the companies
commanded b}' Capt. Jairus Keen, John M. Perry, John W. Reynolds,
and Thomns Vose, Jun. the company of artillery commanded by Capt.

William Hill, and the light infantry company under the command of Ser-

geant Jihljah Gregory^ were on duty a part, if not all the time, until the

detached militia arrived, which was on the last of August. My orders

for their discharge are dated 28th August, 1812. Lt. Col. Shead, and
Adjutant John Wood, are both dead. When Eastport v.^as captured in

July, IS 14, the books and papers belonging to Lt. Col. Shead's regiment
v/ere all lost.

JOHN BREWER.

State of Maine, Oct. 14, 1824.

Washington, .s-.&

Then John Brewer, who subscribed the above, made solemn oath that the

sanie is true.

Before me,
J. R. CHADBOURN, J. P.

It will be seen, by referring to the statement as to militia in the service

of the United States, that the Executive of Massachusetts, on the 5th Au-
gust, 1812, issued an order, (expressed to be in pursuance of a requisition

of Major General Dearborn) and in which Gen. Sevvall was directed to

detach three full companies of infantry, and have them marched, as soon
as possible, to Eastport. It would seem that the detachment thus ordered
did not reach Eastport until about the last of August, when, as stated by
General Brewer, Col Shead's regiment was discharged.

PETER HAGNER. Auditor.
Treasury Department,

Third Auditor s Office^ January 30, 1828,
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F.

MILITIA IN THE UNITED STATES' SERVICE:.

.'J STATEMENT relative to Militia ordered into the service of the

United States by the Executive qf Massachusetts.

At Eastport.

Captains George and Chamberlain's companies, from the 11th to the Cist

August, 1812.

Aggregate expenditure^ - _ - S 7,074 20
Deduct overpayments, - - 2,484 39

rations reduced, - - 858 58
miscellaneous items, - - 827 38

4,170 35

2,903 91

On the 5th August, 1812, the Executive of Massaclmsetls issued an order,

from which the following is an extract: ''By the general order of the 3d
July last, Mifj. Gen. Henry Scwall is appointed to command the Eastern
division of the militia, which was detached under the order of the 2oth of
April last, consisting of all the detached militia in the District of Maine.
The Commander-in-Chief having been requested by Maj. Gen. Dearborn,
by order of the President of the United States, to detach a part of the mili-

tia, which was detached under the said order of the 25th April, to march to

Passamaquoddy, for the defence of the posts and harbors on the Eastern
borders of the Commonwealth, and considering that that part of the State is,

in a peculiar manner, in danger of invasion, and that disorderly persons
may attempt to disturb and annoy the peaceable inhabitants in that neigh-

borhood, and endanger their lives and property, has thought fit to order,

and doth hereby order, that three full companies of infantry, of the Eastern
detached division of the militia, be designated by Maj. Gen. Seu'all, and,

after being completely armed and equipped, ordered to march, as soon as

possible, to Eastport, in the District of Maine, which is appointeu the place

of rendezvous. The said three companies will form a battalion, under the

command of a detached major, to be design-ited by Maj. Gen. Sewall, who
will Jilso designate an adjutant and quartermaster, and order the whole to

anarch, without dela}', to the place of rendezvous."
In obedience to the foregoing general order, IMaj. Gen. Sewall issued

an order, on the 11th August, 1812, detailing a Major and the companies
commanded by Captains Thomas Vose, jr. Joshua Chamberlain, and Thomas
George, for the service of the United States at Eastport.

It appears from the documents that the Executive of Massachusetts
notified the Secretary of War, by letter, on the same day that his order
was issued, (5th August, 1812,) of his having ordered this detachment to

Passamaquoddy; but from some unexplained cause, the detachment ap-

pears not to have been received into the service of the United States un-

til the first of September, 1812, from which time to the 31st December, 1812,

when it was discharged, th.eir monthly pay was jiaid by District Paymaster
Freeman, of the United States' Army; their subsistence too aj:»pears to

have been furnished by the United States' contractor, i:i part, from llie

1st of September, and from the 1st O'-tftber. rcguh.r!y. \n ;he end of tlie

service.
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RECAPITULATION.

Aggregate expenditure,

Deduct payments for clothir
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No explanation as to their services, or the
authority under which they were performed, is

furnisiicd.

Expenditures in respect of sundry militia called out
at Boston, in Septemher and October, 1814, - 9,762 04

And of sundry other militia called out in the same
months, at Salem, Marblehead, &c. - - 7,992 99

The following extracts from general orders of
the State Executive show the purpose for which
these militia were called out. They were on du-
ty, according to the rolls, at different times, and
for different numbers of days, varying from two
to ten. No claim in respect of such duty has
been preferred by any other State, and the ex-
pense attending its performance is not considered
ed to he of a nature properly chargeable to the
United States.

Order, dated Qth September, 1814. "The
" security of the town and harbor of Boston be-
" ing an object of primary importance, the Com-
*' mander-in-Chief, while he wishes to direct the
" principal energies of the State to the attain-
" ment of this end, is solicitous to render the mi-
*' litia of Boston itself as efficient as possible.
" With this view, he orders the infantry of the
" 3d brigade of the 1st division, commanded by
'' Brigadier General Welles, to be called out by
" regiments, in rotation, two days successively,
<' for t'le purpose of improving their discipline,

*' already respectable, and of enabling them to
*' practice the higher duties of the field."

Order, dated I6th September, 1814. "For
" the greater security of the sea-ports within the
'•second division, and to render as efficient as
•' possible the internal military strength of those
"' places, the Commander-in-Chief orders that the
'' several companies and regiments in the towns
"•'of Salem, Marblehead, Beverly, Gloucester,
<' Newbury, Newburyport, Amesbury, and Sa-
" lisbury, be assembled, for the purpose of in-
" struction in military tactics, two da3's in each
" week, until further orders."
The amount includes §2,106 50 for clothing,

§259 29 for use ofarms, g265 76 ovez'payments,
'18846 84 excess in the cost of rations beyond the
U. States' contract price, and % 664 43 for mis-
cellaneous items.

Expenditures in building two gun-houses, and in re-
moving another----.. o 25i

The United States have, in no case, been con-
sidered properly chargeable with expenses of this

natuie.

17,755 03
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Expenditures in respect of the undermentioned de-

tachments, viz :

Of several, each consisting of a sergeant, two
corporals, and 12 privates, in service successive-

ly for one week, from 22d jNIay to the 13lh Oc-
tober, 1813, as guards at the gun-house on Bos-
ton common 1,241 8S
Of members of several artillery companies, for

services, three or four at a time, as guards at the

gun-houses of such companies respectively, in

Boston, from the 11th September to the IGth Oc-
tober, 1814, 240 SO

Of a sergeant, corporal, and 12 privates of

Captain Parker's company, in service from the

22d September to the Gth October: and of a like

detachment from Captain Sullivan's company,
in service from the latter day to the 13th Oct.

1814, as guards at Faneuil hall, - - - 174 C5
Of sundry detachments from Captain Skii-

lings' company, each consisting of a corporal and

S privates, in service, in succession, from the

13th to the 2Gth September, and from the 4th to

the 9tli October, IS 14. as guards - - 105 £0
And of several detachments, each consisting of

a sergeant, corporal, and 12 privates, in service,

in succession, from the 24th September to the

25th October, 1814, a? guards at the State arse-

nal at Charlestown - - - - - 32347

At the lieadsof the several rolls of the guards
in service in 1S13, they are expressed to have
been detached agreeably to general orders dated

21st May, 1813; and on the 13th October follow-

ing, the State Executive, in another general or-

der, after expressing that the Commander-in-
Chief had thought fit to discontinue the guard at

the park of artillery on the common in Boston,

ordered out on the 21st May, dismissed the

guard then on duty there.

The guards from the artillery companies arc

alleged lo have been detached under brigade or-

ders of tlie ilth September, 1S14, whereof no

copy is produced, nor any explanation of the

reasons for calling them out.

It is not shown by what authority the detach-

ment from Captain Parker's company was in ser-

vice : that from Captain Sullivan's appears to

have been called out under brigade orders issued

on the 6th October, 1814, expressing i-. to be as

a relief to the nightly guard then stationed for

the security of Faneuil hall, (a part vvhercof is

understood to have been used as n n^ar^" v' dcno-

2,086 60
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site for arms,) and requiring it to be placed every

night at sunset, and continued till sunrise, for

one week, and accommodated in a room assigned

by the selectmen.

No information, showing by whom the de-

tachments from Captain Slcillings' company were
ordered out, or where their services were render-

ed, can be found in the documents.

As to the detachments on duty at Charlestown

arsenal, it appears that, by a general order of the

State Executive, issued on the 24th September,

1814, Brigadier General Austin was required to

furnish a guard for the arsenal in Charlestown,

under the direction of Peter Tufts, Esq. to con-

sist of a sergeant, a corporal, and 12 privates, and

to be relieved weekly until further orders; and

that, by another like order, issued on the 24th

October, 1814, the former one was revoked, and

the guard directed to be dismissed.

The sums charged include g 369 81 for cloth-

ing, $ 12 54 for use of arms, overpayments
amounting to $ 17 03, an excess in the cost of

rations beyond the United States' contract price,

of $ns 21, and a miscellaneous item of $ 6.

The residue is considered wholly inadmissible

against the General Government. The account

of the State of New York contained charges to a

considerable amount for pay, &c. of detachments

, employed as guards at various arsenals during the

war, and which were disallowed by direction of

the Secretary of War.
Payments for the transportation of arms and ordnance

stores from Boston to various towns, in 1813 and

1814, and from sundry towns to Boston, in 1815

and 1816, bridge toll, &c. 5,289 17

These arc not shown to have been consequent

on the calls of any militia into service, either of

the United States or of the State, but would seem
to have been occasioned in the distribution of

arms, &c. intended for general preparation, and
in the subsequent return thereof; and the late

Secretary of War having decided that charges

against the United States for expenses of this na-

ture are not admissible, such charges have been
disallowed. In cases where the transportation

related to militia called out, or in service at the

time, and whose services were recognized by the

General Government, the expense has been al-

lowed.

Allowance made by the Board of War to Adam Rupp,
a laborer employed at Fort Strong, for the purpose
of discharging his surgeon's bill and expenses, up
to the 15th February, 1816, in consequence of an
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amputation, occasioned by an injury received in

firing the guns at that fort in Nov. 1814, when
making ex|<eriments, 200 00
Charge in respect of a pension of S 72 per annum

for life, made to him by the State Legislature - 1,2^)'^ 00
1,4.96 00

There is no law or regulation under which
these items could be admitted; and as to the an-
nuity, the State is not shown to have paid the
amount charged.

Payments made to aids de-camp, brigade majors, and
adjutants, for fees for copying and recording gene-
ral, division, brigade-, and regimental orders, dur-
ing the war, and for distributing the same, ... 3,772 38

These are not considered to be properly
chargeable against the General Government, and
it is believed that by no other State have such
charges been made.

Allowance made to the State Treasurer, pursuant to a

resolve of the Legisloture, passed on the 15th June,

1815, for extra services performed by him for two
years past, _-__... 500 00

Do. made by another resolve to his clerk, for

extra services performed by him, - - - 166 66

Charge for services of the State Adjutant General

:

it is shown that, from the 22d Feb. 1813, to 2d
March, 1816, his salary was S2,000 per annum;
and that, from the latter date, it was reduced bylaw
to $ 1,500; and the diti'crence between those rates

for the period above specified, being three years

and ten days, is charged - - - - 1,541 G6

2,20s 32

No items of this nature are deemed to be

chargeable to the United States.

Compensation allowed to the commissioners of sea-

coast defence, the Board of War, their respective

clerks, and Lieutenant Colonel Sumner, and sun-

dry incidental expenses of their olfices, - - - " 13, 154 31

For services rendered by Commissioners,

Boards of War, accountants, &c. charges have

been made in the accounts of several of the

States, and under decisions of the late Secretary

of War have been disallowed, as inadmissible

against the T'nitnd States.

"Total - 52.480 33

22
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Note. This statement extends only to such items as appear to be wholly
inadmissible, on the principles alluded to at the head of it. In each of the
other statements items are embraced, which, on those principles, are par-

tially inadmissible: and the inadmissible portions have been there deducted,
and will form a very large addition to the amount above specified.

PETER HAGNER, Auditor.

Treasury Department,

Third Auditor's Office, 30th Jan. 1828.
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General remarks as to the deductions above enumerated.

The sums specified under the heads " Clfthhig" and '< Arms" are not

allowable on the principles of adjustment adopted in setiling claims of other

Slates.

The deduction of those specified under the head <> Overpaynieuts" has

arisen principally from erroneous additions and calcuiavioas, from officers

having received pay, &:c. at higher rates than allowed by law, and travel-

ling allowance for a longer time than the distance from their homes entitled

them to, and from individuals having, in many instances, been paid on two
sets of rolls for the same day's services; and the portion thus arising is

likewise inadmissible on the principles before alluded to. The deduction

•of the remainder of the sums specified under this head have been caused

b)' information gathered from the documentary evidence, tending to show
that, in some instances, the time of service specified in the rolls is longer

than the militia named therein were on duty; and the admissibility of the

amount of such deductions w^ould depend on the production of testimony

showing their impropriety, by reconciling the apparent discrepancies.

Under the head of " Rations reduced," nearly all the deductions are for

the difierence between the rates of charge in the State account for such as

were furnished to militia in service in 1814, in Massachusetts proper, and
the United States' contract price in that part of the State, the latter being at

17 cents, and the charges in part at 20. and in other part at 25 cents. The
residue thereof is for difference between the United States' contract price

in 1812 and 1813, and the rates charged for rations supplied to militia in

service during those years. The deductions under this head have been
made in accordance with the views of the late President, as signified in a

letter from the Secretary of War to the State Agents, Messrs. Sullivan and
Peirce, dated 13th November. 18?3.

The deductions under the head " Excess of rations" are for such as are

charged for beyond the number the militia to whom they appear to have
been supplied are shown by the rolls to have been entitled to, and are con-

sidered inadmissible.

The de-Iuctions under the heads of " Forage," " Servants," and " Quar-
ters and Fuel," are for allowances made on these accounts to certain of

the commissioned officers. As to the forage, no allowance ".vas authorized

after the passage of the law of the 22d .'uly, 1813, to any officer, for more
horses than he should actually employ in the public service; and in the

cases to which these deductions apply, there is not the requisite evidence
that the officers respectively employed a horse or horses in the public ser-

vice at all. As to the servants, the law of the 30th March, 1814, render-

ed it necessary to have them named on the muster-rolls; and in the instances

where the allowances have been deducted, this provision of the law has not
been attended to. In lieu of quarters and fuel, the regulations in force

during the war prohibited any money allowance; and from the voucherts

for the allowances deducted, it would seem that they were of this nature,

there being no evidence of the expenditure of the money by the ollicer.

The sums deducted under the head " Miscellaneous" could none of them
be admitted, ^ave in some few instances, where the items are at present in-

adequately vouched, unlessby direction of the Secretary of War, before whom
each case, with a representation of the attendant circumstances, would have
to be laid for his decision. The charges to which they relate are chiefly

for the expense of erecting works of defence, mounting cannon, building
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barracks, the cost of munitions of war, &c nurchfl^pH .nW
for, compensation of officers, whose ::;vrce;,'u"hf" essucir.^^ ^manded, were not warranted by the rules of organiz^[fon, &c &c ^ """"

Third Auditor's Office, 30th Jan. 1828.
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