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State of New York

Xo. 10

IN ASSEMBLY
January 3. 1917.

Report of Commissioners of State Reservations

at Niagara

To the Honorable the Legiskiture of the State of Neiu Yorlc:

The Commissioners of the State Reservation at Niagara have

the honor to submit herewith their annual report for the fiscal

year ending June 30, 1916, as required by law.

IXTKODUCTORY

For the reason that a change in the date of commencement of

the fiscal year from October first to July first limits the period

under review to nine instead of the usual twelve months, the

important happenings to be recorded in connection with the State

Reservation at Niiigara are necessarily fewer than would other-

wise be the case. Whilst, however, the space of time under consid-

ration is shorter than usual, it has served to illustrate very strik-

ingly the purposes for which the Reservation was brought into

l»fing, no less than the opportunities for greater service that lie

nhead. A very large demand has been made upon the Falls by

tlic general public, whose heritage the Falls are, and, as far as

thf T^psorvation and its functions are concerned, every effort has
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been made to meet the demand. The reputation of the Falls, it

can be said with entire confidence, is growing yearly. One effect

of the war, moreover, has been to bring many travelers to ^^iagara

who have hitherto turned first to the scenic attractions of Europe.

Without doubt those who have come to ^Niagara in this way have

been permanently added to the fast-growing numbers who are

*' seeing America first,'' and for whom the Falls should have a

personal appeal equally as well founded as that of our nationally

owned parks. The general prosperity of the country, with a corre-

sponding increase in the number of travelers from far and near,

has easily outweighed the lessened influx of tourists from Europe,

and at the same time there has been a growing disposition among

the actual residents of the city of IS^iagara Falls to avail them-

selves of the unique facilities which the Falls and the Reserva-

tion in conjunction present. The name of Niagara Falls has

ever been magical, but there has never been such promise as the

past nine months have given of Niagara ultimately realizing

herself to the full as a scenic wonder, a resort in many respects

unparalleled, and a city with claims to a unique distinction. The

recent growth along these lines has naturally been reflected in the

work of the Reservation, and only a careful study of both its

administrative and executive aspects can give a proper conception

of the many matters of principle and detail upon whose exact

and repeated adjustment depends the success of the service that

the reservation is designed to render.

That the work is worth while, in the highest sense, there is no

room for doubt. Measured in terms of service, the Reservation

is far more than a '' going concern;" it is paying high dividends

in the comfort, enjoyment and aesthetic development of hundreds

of thousands who are visiting the Falls. In the most material

sense it effects a saving to visitors— as will later be shown— of

very much more than the cost of its administration, and while its

indirect stimulus to the prosperity of the city of Niagara Falls

and to national prestige in the eyes of strangers is not reducible to

concrete terms, it nevertheless requires no demonstration. The

reservation does more than any other factor to make the visit to

the Falls a thing of unmixed delight. Yet by its very relation

to the visitor, who comes first and foremost to see Niagara, there
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is risk of his failing to appreciate how much his delight owes to

the reservation, and to those who brought it into existence. As a

casual globe-trotter, or as an American from a far-distant State,

he had heard a great deal about Niagara Falls, and little or

nothing, most probably, about the work of the State Reservation.

He arrives, walks over from his hotel to the Reserv^ation, sees

the Falls a great deal more thoroughly than did Father Hennepin

f
or the first dumbfounded Indian wanderers, and leaves, as amazed

and gratified as the circimastances of his experience should war-

rant. The whole thing has been wonderful, complete, simple and

inexpensive. So truly is this the case that it could hardly be

expected that the tourist, without at least an out]i;ie of the

" story " of Niagara in recent times in mind, should realize what

he owes to the progress of years and the work of public-spirited

men. It might conceivably be valuable, if means were devised

to recall, in some way, for the advantage and education of those

who suspect that the Reservation " just growed," the conditions

of a visit to Niagara Falls prior to the time when practical

steps toward improvement were commenced. Meanwhile, it can-

not but be of servic>e to present, in the light of the developments

that have done so much to make the Falls truly a national pos-

session, the successive steps that led to the establishment of a

public service that is at once practical and picturesque.

No clearer account of the origin of the Niagara Commission and

the State Reservation could be desired than is contained in the

first annual report of the Commissioners, dated February 17,

' 1885, the essential parts of which we quote below.

From the First Annual Report

" I'lie movement for the preservation of the Falls of Niagara

' had its commencement in a suggestion of Governor Robinson in his'

niessage to the Legislature of 1879. The paragraph relating to*

I Niagara reads as follows:

" * The civil jurisdiction over the Falls of Niagara, as well as

the shores and waters of the Niagara river, is divided between

this State and the Province of Ontario, in Canada. Rut, in one

sense, the sublime exhibition of natural power there witnessed

'^ th^' property of th'' wlmh' world. It is vi^iffd by tourists from
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all quarters of the globe, and it would seem to be incumbent upon

both governments to protect such travelers from improper annoy-

ance on either side. It is, however, well known, and a matter of

universal complaint, that the most favorable points of observation

around the Falls are appropriated for purposes of private profit,

while the shores swarm with sharpers, hucksters, and peddlers

who perpetually harass all visitors. In the course of the last

summer, in a casual meeting and conversation with Lord Dufferin,

then Governor-General of Canada, he suggested the propriety of

some steps on the part of the State of Xew York and the Province

of Ontario to remedy these abuses, which he had seen and deeply

regretted. His proposition was that a sort of international park

should be established, inclosing a suitable space on each side of

the river from which all the annoyances and vexations referred

to should be excluded. Contemplating no attempt at landscape

ornamenting in the vain hope of adding anything to the natural

attractions of the Falls, he thought that each government might

obtain control of a sufficient area to be sacred to the free use of

those who, coming there from all parts of the world, desire to view

the grand scenery without molestation. He believed that all this

could be accomplished at small expense, each government of course

retaining jurisdiction of its own proportion of such park, but

with a mutual understanding as to the general regulations to be

enforced on either side. Subsequently the Governor-General

called the attention of the government of Ontario to the same mat-

ter, and recommended co-operation with the State of ]^ew York in

accomplishing the purpose in view. The proper course, if such a

plan were deemed advisable, would undoubtedly be the apoint-

ment of commissions by both governments to confer together as

to the details. Should such a commission be appointed by the

authorities of Ontario, I recommend that you provide for the

appointment of a similar one to consider the subject. There can

be no doubt that many persons abstain from visiting the Falls in

consequence of the anoyances referred to, nor can there be any

reasonable doubt that the removal of these objections would largely

increase the number of visitors annually.'

" The consideration of the subject was still further urged upon

the Le^fislature bv a memorial addressed to the Governor of the
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State and to the Governor-General of Canada. Seldom has a peti-

tion been presented bearing the indorsement of a larger number

of distinguished men or representing more widely every shade

of political opinion and current thought. * * * The sugges-

tions of the message and memorial were not unheeded. The Leg-

islature accepted the recommendation of the Governor, and by

joint resolution directed the Commissioners of the State Survey

to ^ consider and report what, if any, measures it may be expedi-

ent for the State to adopt for carrying out the suggestions con-

tained in the annual message of the Governor with respect to

Xiagara Falls.' Acting under this resolution the Commissioners

of the State Survey made an examination of the vicinity of the

Falls, and the results of their inquiry, which was minute and full,

were laid before the ensuing Legislature in a comprehensive

report comprising the more important documents relating to

Xiagara, and an elaborate and careful review of the arguments

for State intervention This report became the basis of the legisla-

tive action giving rise to the present commission, and the con-

clusions of the commissioners may be briefly stated. The commis-

sioners stated that the attractions of the scenery and climate in

the neighborhood of Xiagara Falls are such that, with their ready

accessibility by several favorite routes of travel, it might reason-

ably have been expected that Xiagara would be a popular summer

resort. There is, however, no such summer population. It is

believed that in no 6ther notable pleasure resort of Europe or

America is the stay of travelers so short. This is to be attributed

chiefly to the constant annoyances to which the traveler is sub-

jected, pestering demands and solicitations, and petty exactions

and impositions by which he is everywhere met. While it is true

that such annoyances are felt wherever travelers are drawn

together in large numbers, at Xiagara the inconvenience is greater

because the distinctive interest of Xiagara as compared with that

of other attractive scenery is remarkably circumscribed and con-

centrated. The enjoyment of the traveler is, moreover, marred

to a far greater degree here than elsewhere, because the value of

Xiagara lies in its appeal to the higher emotional and imagina-

tive faculties, and whatever prevents or interrupts a composed,

receptive and contemplative frame of mind is, at Xiagara, a
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source of deeper irritation than elsewhere. A cessation of these

annoyances can only be brought about by the removal of the tolls

and fees now exacted, and the exclusion of traffic from the ].imits

whence only the chief splendors of the scenery should be visible.

The only prospect of this relief, the commissioners reported, is

to be found in 'State control. In the second place the commis-

sioners / reported the rapid destruction of the forest which once

formed the perfect setting of one of nature's most glorious pano-

ramas, and the erection of mills and factories upon the margin of

the river with most injurious results upon the character of the

scene. * * * in conclusion they recommended that the Legis-

lature take appropriate action to acquire a limited area about the

Falls, and that a commission be appointed with power to institute

the necessary legal measures. This report also suggested that

the act for the purpose might be limited so as to authorize merely

the necessary preliminary measures, leaving it for the following

Legislature to make the appropriation after the awards were

made and it had been determined what the actual cost of the. lands

would be. Adopting the latter course, the Legislature of 1883,

on the 30th of April in that year, passed an act, entitled ^An act

to authorize the selection, location and appropriation of certain

lands in the village of Niagara Falls for a State reservation

;

and to preserve the scenery of the Falls of Niagara.' Under that

act the present commissioners were appointed."

Concluding their report, the Commissioners said

:

'^ While the value of the Falls of Niagara ^ ^ "'•

is admitted,

it is not so clearly understood that it may be seriously impaired

by a wasteful neglect of the appropriate surroundings in which

nature has set them. Formerly an unbroken forest covered the

river banks and the islands in the stream. The traveler was shut

in, as it were, to contemplate in a grateful solitude the magnifi-

cence of the scene before him. The aspect is completely changed

when the Niagara river is converted into a busy mill stream and

the thick forests on its banks have given place to a long line of

unsightly buildings. The impression on the mind of the visitor

is no longer one of unalloyed pleasure. The attractiveness of the

scene is greatly marred, and the annoyances to which he is sub-

jected impel him to a hurried departure. The increase in the
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attractiveness of Niagara which will follow this reservation will

make it one of the most popular places of resort in the count rv.

This improvement will draw to it in vast numbers people of

wealth and culture from every quarter of the globe. It will

greatly increase the amount of travel and enhance the value of

property. The presence of such a concourse of people, and their

passage through the State will add to the material prosperity not

merely of one section but of all. It will tend, directly and indi-

rectly, to the material benefit, as well as to the credit and to the

moral and esthetic culture of all our citizens."

The Kecord of the Past, axd a Look Ahead

Briefly, then the task of those to whom the future of the

environs of the Falls on the American side was entrusted was

to reclaim and protect them from utilitarianism. On the one

hand were manufacturing enterprises whose owners had been

grossly despoiling the landscape in their private interests ; on the

other the class of opportunists whom Governor Robinson

decribed so frankly, and who exploited as a matter of course the

desire of tourists (to whom IS^iagara is nothing less than the tradi-'

tioual scenic epitome of America's vastness) to see the Falls from

as many different aspects as possible. Between the two Niagara

was in the gravest danger of being not only stript of her native

glory but also rendered in other ways so unpleasant that none

could leave without a sense of how inferior are the ways of man
to the ways of nature. The problem received attention in season

for reform to be commenced, and there are no longer exactly the

same dangers and difficulties to be met as confronted those con-

cerned with the initial steps toward improvement. But it is

essential to bear in mind the condition it was sought to remedy,

in order to properly understand what is now required, for in one

sense what was once pioneer work has become the more or less

routine work of the Reservation. Sufficient land to prevent the

future disfigurement of the environs of the Falls had, of course,

to be secured, and the interests involved adjusted. Old and

unsightly buildings, erected for commercial purposes, had to be

destroyed and the injured landscape graduallv nursed back into

its natural condition. The erosion of the land about the Falls—
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sometimes very considerable in unusual weather— called for such

correction and preventive measures as could be devised. Roads,

footpaths and bridges had to be constructed; trees planted with

the view of permanently improving the whole neighborhood;

proper policing of the Reservation arranged for; control secured

of such means of viewing the Falls as are not actually owned by

the State; in brief, every measure had to be undertaken that

might serve to rehabilitate the Falls, produce a natural, commo-

dious park about the Falls and minister in general to the inter-

est and enjoyment of visitors. Much that was done in these

directions in the early days of the Reservation, of course, is per-

manent and unalterable. Several of the measures, however,

require as careful attention today, both as to their spirit and their

details, as ever, and the months under review have tended to

emphasize this fact. With the increasing use of the Reserv^ation

new paths and roadways have had to be constructed, and old ones

repaired. A large number of trees on the Reservation were

destroyed in a violent storm on June 29th, but, on the other

hand, hundreds have been planted, with thousands of transplants

'and seedlings received from the Conservation Commission. ^e\v

parkages have been laid out, and the increased use that is being

made of the grounds is also reflected in the arrangements that

have been begun during the year for providing new picnic space

for visitors, where a kitchenette will be available. Improvements

have been effected in connection with the Labor Center and the

elevator at Prospect Point by which access is gained to the base

of the Falls. The Commissioners have also requested the State

Engineer and the State Architect to formulate plans and speci-

fications for the construction of an elevator and stairway at the

Cave of the Winds. Descent to the Cave of the Winds is now

made by the old Biddle stairs, a picturesque structure that has

done duty for many years but which is now conspicuously out of

harmony with modem needs. How long the need of an elevator

at this point has been experienced can be judged from the fact

that, in the fourth annual report of the Commissioners, such an

improvement was set down amongst the " pressing works '' of

construction, the Commissioners urging the need of " an elevator

or some similar structure to take the pkce of the much dilapi-
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dated Biddle stairs ou Goat island.'' In the iiftli annual report

of the Superintendent of the Reservation, covering the year 1888,

he remarked, touching the Biddle stairs: " The structure is old

and unsuitable for the acconunodation of the number of people

who desire to see the Falls from this favorable point of view. An
elevator would not only be more safe and sightly but would also

assure an unobjectionable source of revenue to the State and

aiding largely in making the Reservation self-sustaining.'' All of

which is still more applicable at the present time, in view of the

increase in the number of visitors to the Reservation.

Highly important amongst the functions of the Commissioners

is that of guaranteeing for the public that the cost of seeing the

Falls, by whatever means this is accomplished, shall be reasonably

low. The service is sui)plied by the State, through the Commis-

sioners, in the case of the Prospect Point elevator, which has been

used by many thousands of people during the year ; in the matter

of the carriage service, by means of which the beauties of the

various islands can be comfortably seen, the Maid of the ilist

steamers, and the facinating trip through the Cave of the

Winds, State control ensures adequate and reasonably inexpensive

facilities. Formerly, it is not too much to say, the amount that

a visitor might spend upon making real acquaintance with the

Falls was limited only by his or her credulity. The minimum

cost was uuiloubtedly j)reposterously high, and the intention to

maintain a " Niagara for all," in the matter of cost, comes only

secon<l to that of conserving the scenic beauties of the Falls.

Irrespective of cost, however, visitors find nuich that is grati-

fy in-. Without exactly realizing the cause, they confess to a

satisfying harmony between the actual sight of the Falls and the

conditions under which the approach is made. The note prevail-

ing is that of well-intentioned control. None is allowed to do

anything within the Reservation that may detract from the

"composed and contemplative frame of min<l " which the first

Commissioners so well defined as the prime requisite of a pro})er

enjoyment of the FhHh. Yet there is not the slightest suggestion

of annoying restraint. The Reservation police are there, but

to assist visitors rather than to prevent them doing this or that,

aiul at the administration building - the official hea(l(|narters of
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the Reservation— the tourist discovers a comfortable place in

which to rest awhile, and finds himself consulting the courteous

and efficient staff without feeling any danger of foraialities or a

possible rebuff. People come again and again to I^iagara, and

it is thought that this fact has the closet relation to the steady

work that has been done— this year as in preceding years— to

ensure the permanent effect and smooth working of the plan that

the pioneers of the Reservation brought into being. There \s

reason for satisfaction at what has been and is being done, but

it is clear that a still larger measure of accomplishment
\

— in

harmony with modern conditions and the increase in the number

of visitors, actual and prospective— depends solely upon the

means that the Commissioners may have of meeting the new

demands.

Perso'nnel of the Commissiot^

At the beginning of the fiscal year the Commission was con-

stituted as follows: William B. Howland, President; Thomas

W. Meachem, George J. Meyer, Andrew Cuneo, Paul A. Schoell-

kopf.

During the year the term of service expired of Thomas W.

Meachem. The nomination for Mr. Meachem's reappointment

was transmitted to the Senate by Governor Whitman on April 10,

1916, together with that for the appointment of Hon. Alphonso

T. Clearwater, of Kingston, to take the place of Andrew Cuneo,

whose resignation occurred during the year. The nominations

were confirmed by the Senate on April 19, 1916. Judge Clear-

water, who is a widely-known lawyer and a former president

of the ISTew York State Bar Association, took up his duties as

Commissioner at the meeting held at the administration building,

Magara Falls, on June 7, 1916.

Visit to Niagara Falls of Governor Whitman and Others

On Saturday, June 3, 1916, the Governor of ^N'ew York,

Hon. Charles S. Whitman, who was accompanied by Congress-

man Dempsey, Senator Thompson and Assemblyman Parker,

visited Niagara Falls and made a tour of the Reservation. After-

wards they signed the new Register of Distinguished Visitors.

which is kept in the administration building.







Recession of the Apex of the Horseshoe Faxls

lu accordance with a decision of the Commissioners, the

Secretary wrote the following letter, under date of June 30th,

to various public officials— amongst them the Secretary of War
— and others, concerning the rece?$sion of the apex of the Horse-

shoe falls:

June 30, 1916.

Deak Sie.— At a meeting of the Commissioners of the State

Reser\^ation at Niagara, held at the city of Niagara Falls on the

7th day of June, 1916, the Secretary was requested by the Com-
missioners to bring to the attention of the proper State and

Federal officials, as affecting the State Reservation at Niagara

and the scenic beauty of the Horseshoe Falls, the continued reces-

sion of the apex of that falls, and the desirability and even neces-

sity of remedial work to prevent such continuance and the conse-

quent injuiy to the scenic grandeur of Niagara.

In accordance with this resolution, I beg to advise you that it

is a matter of common knowledge that the recession at the apex

of the Horseshoe Falls has been going on at a marked rate, the

estimates of the extent thereof in latter years being at the rate

of five feet per annum. The eifect of this recession is to change

the appearance of the falls, to increase its crest line, to shoal

the water along the shore line, and, by reason of these changes, to

increase the volume of water at the center, and thus, in increas-

ing deirree, to bring about a continued recession at that point.

As far back as November 30, 1908, Major Charles Keller made
a report to the Chief of Engineers of the Fnited States Army,
in which he said, upon this subject:

*• While the preceding conclusions as to the effect produced

U})on the Falls by existing diversions is a statement of opinion

based upon the ascertained facts, the interests of justice seem to

demand the further statement that, in my opinion, the damage
already done, and that which may be anticipated from further

diversions and from the impending fall of the level of Lake
Erie, may be largely, if not entirely, remedied by a submerged

dam placed in the bed of the river immediately above the Horse-

.«<hoe Falls. The dam, if properly planned, would serve to change

the direction of the flow, so as to increase the streams that feed

the Falls at Terrapin Point and at the Canadian shore.

" The decrease in the mightly volume that overflows the center

or apex of the Horseshoe would not be noticeable. Tf built the

dam should be paid for by the interested power companies, but
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Canada and the United States should do the actual work under
some form of international agreement. A very direct result of

the construction of this submerged dam would be a diminution in

the rate of recession of the apex of the Horseshoe. This in

itself is extremely desirable. ''

^Notwithstanding this warning by Major Keller, nearly eight

years ago, no action has been taken to install the remedial work
suggested, and the extent and effect of the recession have in no
wise been lessened since the date of that report.

The Commissioners of the State Reservation at ^Niagara have

jurisdiction only to the center of the Niagara river, including

one-half of the Horseshoe Falls. It has no specific jurisdiction

or funds available to construct the remedial works which it seems

certain would prevent the continuance of this recession and restore

the flow of water along the shore lines of the Horseshoe Falls.

In view of the jurisdiction which has been exercised by your
department in respect to the condition of the ISTiagara river, it

is deemed proper and fitting that your attention should be speci-

fically and official called to this situation.

I enclose herewith a map upon which is indicated the crest

line of the Horeshoe Falls at the different years, and the accel-

erating rate of recession which has been going on.

With assurance that the [N'ew York State Commissioners hav-

ing charge of the State Reservation at Niagara will be pleased to

co-operate with you and your department in any work of this

character it may undertake, I remain.

Respectfully yours,

(Signed) HARRY K. ECKERT.

Secretary.

Prospect Point Elevator

Permission was granted to the proprietors of the Maid of the

Mist steamers to place a ticket office in the waiting-room at the

base of the Prospect Point elevator, and the work has been satis-

factorily carried out during the year.

The Cave of the Wta^ds

During the year an agreement was entered into between the

Commissioners and Messrs. Burde T. Krull and Harold O.

Wright by which the latter became holders of the Cave of the

Winds concession, under a three years lease from January 1st.
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At their meeting of June 7th, the Commissioners instructed the

Committee on Appropriations to reipiest the State Engineer and

the State Architect to formulate plans and specifications for the

construction of an elevator and stairway at the Cave of the Winds,

on Goat Island. Various causes combine to make this, perhaps,

the most important work of construction at present within the

view of the Commissioners. There is a largely increased body

of visitors who desire to pass through the Cave of the Winds, and

there would undQubtedly be more but for the deterrent effect of

the stilBF climb from the cave to the starting point by way of the

iintiquated Biddle stairway. For the information of those who

have not experienced this most novel and exhilarating means of

realizing the power and immensity of the Falls, it may be briefly

stated that the Biddle Stairs lead down to a wooden gangway

at the base of the American Falls, along w^hich the visitor, appro-

jjriately clad, actually passes behind the Falls, at approximately

the level of their contact with the rocks. So far the experience

is thrilling and delightful. Upon emerging to the base of the

Biddle Stairs, however, one faces a tiresome ascent— like nothing

so much as up the winding steps of some wooden lighthouse—
that is all the more inappropriate because of the necessary wet

and, perhaps, fatigued condition which the dash beneath the water

involves. Though in appearance picturesque, the Biddle Stairs

are noted by visitors as being strikingly out of keeping with, the

improvements and conveniences elsewhere available throughout

the Reservation. With an elevator available to secure a speedy

and comfortable return to the dressing-rooms at the top of- the

cliff, the trip would be inevitably one of the pleasantest and most

popular imaginable, and such a service would, at the same time

furnish, in the words of a former superintendent of the Reserva-

tion, "A source of unobjectionable revenue to the State."

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

To ihe Commissioners of the State Reservation at Niagara:

Gentlemen.— I have the honor to submit herewith the report

of the work accomplished during nine months ending June 30,

1916.
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Roads and Walks

The new road around the Labor Center has been completed,

and a new path constructed from the roadway to the foreman's

office. Two parkages were laid out and constructed between the

Cave of the Winds and the Horseshoe Falls parkage. All the

paths have been repaired and resurfaced w^ith soft coal cinders

and the roads patched wherever needed. The old roadway,

extending from the path near the Center road to the gravel and

leaf pit, was plowed and a large amount of good top soil was

obtained for grading; the roadway was then filled with rough

stone with a top dressing of soft coal cinders and a good roadway

was thus obtained.

Planting

Eighty Boston ivy vines were planted along the walls of the

Labor Center, and twenty along the walls of the new patrol house.

One hundred and fifty black walnut trees which were purchased

the preceding spring, and were planted in the nursery, were

transplanted at the following places: One hundred in Prospect

park, and fifty on the eastern end of Goat Island. Nine thou-

sand transplants and seedlings were received from the Conserva-

tion Commission in the spring and planted in the nursery. The

trees and shrubs received from the W. T. Smith Company,

Geneva, 'N. Y., were planted at the following places: The Labor

Center section, 25 chestnut trees and 25 hickory shellbark ; river

bank, eastern end of Goat Island, 25 hazelnut trees; Three Sisters

shelter building, 145 shrubs; Green, between Main and First

streets, 125 shrubs; new path entrance to Goat Island, 125 shrubs;

Labor Center, 30 shrubs; Prospect elevator entrance, 100 shrubs;

in other parts of Prospect park, 100 shrubs.

Patrol House

The construction of the patrol house at the entrance to Goat

Island was started on October 4, 1915, and was completed Decem-

ber 18, 1916. The transformer and electrical connection were

installed in the patrol house for a new lighting system for Green

Island and the Goat Island bridge. This work was completed

on December 24, 1915, and the lights were turned on at 6 p. m.

the samje day by Commissioner Paul A. Schoellkopf.
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General Mainten^ance

The site of the old bam on Goat Island has been cleaned up

and is being graded and seeded and will be ready to be turned

into a picnic ground at an early date. The material obtained

from the old bam has been sorted and properly piled, and we
now have considerable good timber for future use. During the

month of February the work consisted mostly of keeping the

roads, paths, bridges and principal points of interest free from

ice and snow. It was found necessary during the month, owing

to the severe and frequent snow storms, to use the road scraper

on- the roads a great deal in order to keep the traffic open ; two

snow plows and all the laborers were kept busy keeping the paths

open. The ice mountains were larger this year than in any

previous year remembered by old residents; it was necessary that

we use dynamite quite frequently at several places near the Pros-

pect point for safety to visitors. The new one-horse dump wagon

purchased in the spring arrived in good condition and it is a

very much needed addition to our equipment. The drinking

fountains have been overhauled and repaired. The new ticket

office, requested by Mr. Frank Le Blonde, to be used at the lower

station of the Prospect point elevator, has been installed and it

is a great improvement in many ways. New cables were installed

on the Riverway lighting system. The old police station which

stood on Green Island was moved to a place in the vicinity of the

site of the old bam on Goat Island, and may be used as a kitchen-

ette for the visitors when the new picnic grounds are opened.

Miscellaneous

Mr. John J. Baker, assistant electric engineer, at the Prospect

point elevator, resigned on December 8, 1915, to accept a position

as lock operator on the Barge canal, and Edward W. Dolan was

appointed to fill the vacancy, to take effect January 5, 1916.

Edward Gray was appointed to the position of ticketman at

the Prospect point elevator on Febmary 16, 1916, to fill the

vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Frank Diemer.

The Thirty-second Annual Report of the Commissioners of the

State Reservation was submitted to the Hon. Thaddeous A. Sweet,

Speaker of the Assembly, February 26, 1916, and the photographs
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for the annual report were forwarded to Mr. Charles M. Win-

chester, vice-president of the J. B. Lyon Company, as requested

on March 1, 1916. Twenty-five hundred extra copies were

requested, but were not allowed.

On February 1, 1916, a man named David Clarkson, ^IcKees-

port, Pa., deliberately slid over the bank about fifty feet from

the Luna Fall and was killed on the rocks below. The body

was recovered at 1 p. m. by fastening it to a ladder and with

block and fall raised to the upper bank.

Respectfully submitted,

HARRY K. ECKERT,
Superintendent.





i
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
OCTOBER I, 1915, TO JUNE 30, 1916

The Commissioners of the State Reservation at Niagara, in

account with CLARENCE H. ATWOOD, Treasurer.

1915. Payment by the State CJomptroller on account:

Nov. 5. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915; Chapter 727, Laws of

1915; Chapter 728, Laws of 1915 $3,717 74

10. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915; Chapter 726, Laws of

1915; Chapter 728, Laws of 1915; Chapter 529,

Laws of 1914 355 06

11. Chapter 7*25, Laws of 1915 1, 771 08

19, Chapter 725, Laws of 1915; Chapter 727, Laws of

1915 2,020 78

Dec. 2. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915 2, 154 49

16. Cliapter 725, I^ws of 1915 1, 545 50

1916.

.Jan. .3. Chapter 725, I^ws of 1915 576 39

4. Chapter 72.'>, Laws of 1915 1, 535 38

19. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915 1, 453 00

28. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915 , 299 65

Feb. 1. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915 1,439 12

15. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915 501 71

16. Chapter 725, I^ws of 1915 1,428 50

March 1. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915, Chapter 727, Laws of

1915 1.758 54

16. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915 1,397 81

30. Chapter 725, T.aws of 1915 218 81

April 1. Chapter 725, Laws of 1915 1,550 88

18. Chapter 725, I^wa of 1915 1,463 19

May 4. Chapter 725, T^ws of 1915 1, 993 59

17. Chapter 725. T^ws of 1915 1,607 36

31. Cliapter 725, Laws of 1915 2, 004 64

June 17. Chapter 725, Taws of 1915 1,872 45

80. Chapter 72.5. T^ws of 1915 1,614 87

30. Chapter 725, I^wa of 1915 458 05

$34, 738 59



Date

1915.

Oct. 29.

. Date

1915.

Oct. 9.

No\. 10.

1916.

Fel). 23.

Date

1915.

Oct. 9.

Oct. 9.

20

EXPENDITURES

Chapter 726, Laws of 1915

Clarence H. Atwood, Treasurer

Abstract No. 3

Voucher Name and Classification Amount

158 J. B. Lyon Co., deficiency appropria-

tion $26 59

159 W. U. Telegraph Co., deficiency ap-

propriation 4 41

160 Elderfield-Hartshorn HD. Co., defi-

ciency appropriation 12 74

161 William Young, deficiency appropria-

tion 2 00

162 Wicker Lumber Co., deficiency appro-

priation 2 77

163 New York Telephone Co., deficiency

appropriation 4 80

164 Otis Elevator Co., deficiency appro-

priation "... 30 00

Chapter 727, Laws of 1915

Voucher Name and Classification Amount

30 Payroll, roads and walks $190 34

31 Hardy Brothers, roads and walks.... 53 90

32 Concrete Stone & Coal Co., roads and

walks 46 25

33 Payroll, roads and walks 188 46

34 John Baker Jr., roads and walks 128 37

35 William Young, roads and walks.... 29 15

36 River Sand Co., roads and walks 42 89

37 Payroll, roads and walks 165 03

38 G. Beaton, Abstract No. 4, roads and

walks 154 12

Chapter 728, Laws of 1915

Voucher Name and Classification Amount

21 Snyder Gilett Contracting Co., barn

for tools $1 ,891 30

1 Official salaries, payroll $297 50

1 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll.. 416 69

[Assembly

$83 31

$998 51

891 30
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Chapter 725, Laws of 1915

Date Voucher Name ami Classiticatioii Anioinu

1915.

Oct. 9. 1 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll.... $348 75

1 Temporary Employees, payroll 473 l»l

29. 2 OflBcial salaries, payroll 297 50

2 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll . . . 420 86

2 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payrool. . . . 327 50

2 Temporary Employees, payroll 536 76

Nov. 10. 3 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

3 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll .

.

420 86

3 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 326 25

3 Temporary Employees, payroll 501 01

24. 4 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

4 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll.. 416 69

4 Watchmen, Janitors. Etc., payroll 288 75

4 Temporary Employees, payroll 574 15

Dec. 8. 5 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

5 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll... 420 86

5 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 318 75

5 Temporary Employees, payroll 508 39

Dec. 27. 6 Official Salaries, payroll 262 50

6 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll.. 420 86

6 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 320 00

6 Temporary Employees, payroll 532 02

1916. Abstract No. 5

Jan. 12. 7 Official Salaries, payroll $273 36

7 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll . . . 420 86

7 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 318 75

7 Temporary Employees, payroll 413 33

21. 8 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

8 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll . . . 420 86

8 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 320 00

8 Temporary Employees, payroll 400 76

Feb. 7. 9 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

9 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll... 420 86

9 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 288 75

9 Temporary Employees, payroll 421 39

2:^. 10. Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

10 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll... 420 86

10 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 317 50

10 Temporary Employees, pjivmll 389 00

March 8. 11 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

11 Police Supt. and Constabhs. {.ay roll... 420 86

11 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 318 75

11 Temporary Employees, payroll 360 70

25. 12 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

,322 16
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Date Voucher Name and Classification Amount
1916.

Mar(;]i2.). 12 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll. . $420 S6

12 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 290 00

12 Temporary Employees, payroll 542 52

Abstract No. 8

April 7, 13 Official Salaries, payroll $297 50

13 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll... 420 86

13 Watchmen. Janitors, Etc.. payroll.... 288 75

13 Temporary Employees, payroll 456 08

April 26. 14 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

14 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll. . 420 86

14 Watclmien, Janitors, Etc., payroll 288 75

14 Temporary Employees, payroll 559 25 *

May 8. 15 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

15 Police Supt. and Con.stables, payroll 420 86

15 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 288 75

15 Temporary Employees, payroll 600 25

May 22. 16 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

16 Police Supt, and Constables, payroll... 425 03

16 Watchmen, Janitors. Etc., payroll 290 00

16 Temporary Employees, payroll 524 00

June 8. 17 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

17 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll. .. 425 03

17 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 296 25

17 Temporary Employees, payroll 628 25

June 27. 18 Official Salaries, payroll 297 50

18 Police Supt. and Constables, payroll .... 424 49

18 Watchmen, Janitors, Etc., payroll 313 75

18 Temporary Employees, payroll 579 13

EXPENDITURES
Claret^ce H. Atwood, Treasurer

Chapter 529, Laws of 1914

Abstract No. 5

Date Voucher Name and Classification Amount

1915.

Oct. 29. 159 T. W, Meachem, expenses $14 84

160 Niagara Falls Transfer Co., expenses 1 50

161 Harry K. Eckert, expenses 3 05

162 Charles B. Langworthy, expenses... 4 05

Nov. 24. 163 William B. Rowland, expenses 42 93

Chapter 725, Laws of 1915.

Abstract No. 2

Oct. 29. 1 Harry K. Eckert, expenses $4 90

Nov. 24. 2 Clarence H. Atwood, expenses 7 10

3 Harry K. Eckert, expenses 7 20

Dec. 27. 4. William B. Howland, expenses 3121
5 Thomas W. Meachem, expenses 13 78
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Date Voucher Name and Classification

1915.

Dec. 27. 6 Charles B. Langworthy, expenses....

7 Harry K. Eckert,. expenses

1916. Abstract No. 4

Jan. 12. 8 Harry K. Eckert, expenses

Feb. 7. 9 Paul A. Schoellkopf, expenses

10 Harry K. Eckert, expenses

11 Clarence H. Atwood, expenses

12 Harry K. Eckert, expenses

13 William B. Howland, expenses

Feb. 23. 14 Thomas W. Meachem, expenses

15 Harry K. Eckert, expenses

March 25. 16 William B. Howland, expenses

17 Harry K. Eckert, expenses

Abstract No. 7

April 26. 18 Thomas W. Meachem, expenses

19 Clarence H. Atwood, expenses

20 Harry K. Eckert, expenses

June 8. 21 Clarence H. Atwood, expenses

22 Harry K. Eckert, expenses

23 William B. Howland, expenses

24 Thomas W. Meachem, expenses..!....

25 A. T. Clearwater, expenses

26 Harry K. Eckert, expenses

27 The Prospect House, expenses

28 Charles B. Langworthy, expenses

Chapter 725, Laws of 1915.

Abstract No. 1

1915.

< >' t 29. 3 Fred B. Peck, expenses, supplies

4 New York Telephone Co., expenses,

supplies

5 Concrete Stone & Coal Co., expenses,

supplies

« King & Eisele Co., expenses, supplies.

Nov. 10. 7 S. O. Barnum & Son Co., expenses,

supplies

8 Sterling Electric Lamp Division, ex-

penses, supplies

9 Dobbie Foundry & Machine Co., ex-

penses, supplies

10 Peter Henderson & Co., expenses, sup-

plies

11 Snyder-Gillett Contracting Co., ex-

penses, supplies

$5 25
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Date Voucher Name and classification Amount
1915.

Nov. 10. 12 George Irish Paper Co., expenses, sup-

plies $2 GO

14 New York Telephone Co., expenses,

13 G. Beaton, expenses, supplies 18 70

supplies 6 85

15 August Winter, expenses, supplies... 8 70

16 River Sand Co., expenses, supplies. ... 26 70

17 Robert Patten Cut Stone Company Inc.,

expenses, supplies 28 35

18 Robert Patten Cut Stone Co., Inc.,

expenses, supplies 70 00

19 Dobbie Foundry and Machine Co., ex-

penses, supplies 1 50

24. 20 Henry Chormann, expenses, supplies. 31 15

21 Allen Milling Co., expenses, supplies.. 66 53

22 Peter Henderson & Co., expenses, sup-

plies 8 25

23 W. & T. Smith Co., expenses, supplies 7 25

24 Harry K. Eckert, expenses, supplies. 8 74

25 Elderfield-Hartshom Hardware Co.,

expenses, supplies 106 00

26 Elderfield-Hartshorn Hardware Co., ex-

penses, supplies 288 98

27 William Young, expenses, supplies ... 3 27

Dec. 27. 28 Welch Brothers, expenses, supplies... 15 10

29 New York Telephone Co., expenses,

supplies 8 60

30 Robert's Brothers Co., expenses, sup-

plies 4 00

31 Standard Oil Co. of N. Y., expenses,

supplies 6 63

32 Otis Elevator Co., expenses, supplies. 23 48

33 Fred Lammerts Auto Works, expenses,

supplies 1 75
' 34 Harry K. Eckert, expenses, supplies. . 2 39

35 Elderfield-Hartshorn Hardware Co., ex-

penses, supplies 47 19

36 Elderfield-Hartshorn Hardware Co., ex-

penses, supplies 71 50

37 Allen Milling Co., expenses, supplies .

.

26 80

38 Wicker Lumber Co., expenses, supplies 47 73

39 Fred B. Peck, expenses, supplies 26 00

40 Kimia Products Co., expenses, supplies 9 00

41 G. Beaton, expenses, supplies. 23 75

42 Henry Chormann, expenses, supplies.. 16 95

43 Snyder-Gillett Contracting Co., ex-

penses, supplies 43 23

44 W. R. Evans, expenses, supplies 25 00
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Date Voucher Name and classification Amount
11)15

J t ' . 27. 45 Tliomas Andrews JsJons, expenses, sup-

plies $69 00

46 Sterling Electric Lamp Division, ex-

penses, supplies 32 40

47 Concrete Stone & Coal Co., expenses,

supplies 1 25

Abstract Xo. 6

Jan. 21. 48 William Young, expenses, supplies.... 1 00

49 Standard Oil Co. of N. Y., expenses,

supplies 4 25

50 Buflfalo Wire Works Company Inc.,

expenses, supplies 30 00

51 Cataract Ice Co., expenses, supplies. . 7 20

52 N. Y, Telephone Co., expenses, supplies 10 45

53, Otis Elevator Co., expenses, supplies 30 00

54 M. B. Butler, Inc., expenses, supplies. . 3 00

55 Western Union Telegraph Co., expenses,

supplies 7 08

56 G. Beaton, expenses, supplies 34 45

57 M. E. Harris, expenses, supplies 4 05

58 American Watchman's Time Detector

Company, expenses, supplies 1 56

59 EUderfield-Hartshorn Hardware Com-
pany, expenses, supplies 166 61

Feb. 7. 60 J. B. Lyon Company expenses, supplies 32 76

61 New York Telephone Co., expenses,

supplies 8 75

62 James P. Hewitt, Jr., expenses, supplies 106 59

63 Charles DifRne, expenses, supplies.... 41 00

64 Niagara Falls Power Co., expenses,

supplies 12 61

65 AdamB & White Company, expenses,

supplies 12 19

66 Adams & V\Tiite Company, expenses,

supplies 28 00

67 G. Douglas Wardrop, expenses, supplies 130 00

r»l>. 23. 68 Allen Milling Co., expenses, supplies 11 50

69 Allen Milling Co., expenses, supplies.. 33 20

70 Harry K. Eckert, expenses, airpplies .

.

4 89

71 Henry Chormann, expenses, supplies.. 9 60

72 Western Union Telegraph Co., ex-

penses, supplies 1 45

73 Julius Wagner, expenses, supplies 17 02

74 Robertson-Cataract Electric Co., ex-

penses, supplies 24 30

76 Buffalo Wire Works Co., Inc., expenses,

supplies 24 50



Date Voucher Name and classification

1915.

Feb. 13. 76 Niagara Searchlight Co., .expenses,

supplies

77 G. Beaton, expenses, supplies

78 Elderfield-'Hartshorn Hardware Co., ex-

penses, supplies

March 25. 79 King & Eisele Co., expenses, supplies .

.

80 M. B. Butler Inc., expenses, supplies .

.

81 New York Telephone Co., expenses,

supplies

82 J. B. Lyon Company, expenses, supplies

Dec. 27. 83 Niagara Falls Power Co., expenses,

supplies

S4 C. D. Eeese Oo. Inc., expenses, supplies

85 Adams & White Company, expenses,

supplies

86 Progressive Art Store, expensies, sup-

plies

87 Webster Loose-Leaf Filing Co., ex-

penses, supplies

88 Harry K. Eckert, expenses, supplies . .

.

89 Western Union Telegraph Co., ex-

penses, supplies

90 Elderfield-Hartshorn Hardware Com-

pany, expenses, supplies

91 Allen Milling Co., expenses, supplies..

[Assembly,
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Date Voucher Name and classification Amount
1916.

April 26. 103 Otis Elevator Co., expenses, supplies .

.

$30 00

104 Harry K. Eckert, expenses, supplies... 2 14

105 Allen Milling Co., expenses, supplies.. 44 25

106 Eldertield-Hartshorn Hardware Com-

pany, expenses, supplies 117 29

107 Thomas Andrews Sons, expenses, sup-

plies 37 55

May 22. 108 W. & T. Smith, expenses, supplies 104 25

109 General Carbonic Co., expenses, supplies 15 00

110 Austin-Western Road Machinery Co.,

expenses, supplies 128 00

111 New York Telephone Co., expenses,

supplies 12 25

112 Edward Harry, expenses, supplies.... 15 95

113 Haeberle Lumber Co., expenses, supplies 2100
114 Niagara Sprayer Co., expenses, sup-

plies 21 15

115 Coldwell Lawn Mower Co., expenses,

supplies 2 40

116 M. E. Harris, expenses, supplies 6 45

117 (t Beaton, expenses, supplies 44 15

118 Elderfield-Hartshorn Hardware (Com-

pany, expenses, supplies 29 00

119 Elderfield-Hartshorn Hardware Com-

pany, expenses, supplies 32 17

120 River Sand Co., expenses, supplies.... 12 95

121 William Young, expenses, supplies. ... 17 65

122 Harry K. Eckert, expenses, supplies. .

.

5 74

June 8. 123 James P. Hewitt Jr., expenses, supplies 104 42

124 Western Union Telegraph Co., ex-

penses, supplies 6 05

125 Henry Chormann, expenses, supplies.. 12 80

126 Harry K. Eckert, expenses, supplies .

.

2 48

127 New York Telephone Co., expenses,

supplies 10 40

128 Allen Milling Co., expenses, supplies.. 30 80

129 Concrete Stone & Coal Co., expenses,

supplies 5 38

27. 130 n. Beaton, expenses, supplies 110 89

131 O. Beaton, expenses, supplies 17 00

132 Elderfield-Hartshorn Hardware Com-

pany, expenses, supplies 42 43

133 Elderfield-Hartshorn Hardware Com-

pany, erpenses, supplies 77 21

134 Peter Henderson & Co., expenses, sup-

plies 26 00

135 Allen Milling Co., expenses, supplies. .

.

31 56

io«j >f 1? Harris, expenses, supplies 3 35
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Date Voucher Name and classification. Amount
1916

June 27. 137 Niagara Searchlight Co., expenses, sup-

plies $4 80

138 Otis Elevator Co., expenses, supplies. . 30 00

$3 750 00

Total ,$34 73859

THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE STATE RESERVATION AT NIAGARA
Clarence H. Atwood, Treasurer

Record of receipts for the fiscal year 1915-1916 received from

the Concessionaires

:

Elevator at Prospect Point $4 179 25

International Railway 1 000 00

$5 179 25

Record of date of transfers of above receipts, to the Treasurer

of the State of New York:

1915.

Nov. 1. Receipts for October $745 10

Dec. 1. Receipts for November 1 200 50

1916.

Jan. 3. Receipts for December 118 25

Feb. 2. Receipts for January ] 79 85

March 1. Receipts for February 350 25

April 1. Receipts for March 373 30

May 1 . Receipts for April 354 50

June 2. Receipts for May 723 15

July 1. Receipts for June 1 134 35

$5 179 25

STATE OF NEW YORK, 1

County of ]^iagaba, J

Clarence IT. Atwood, being duly sworn, deposes and savs that

he is the treasurer of the Commissioners of the State Reservation

at Niagara, and that the above report, made by him as such

treasurer, for the fiscal year 1915-1916, is correct and true to

the best of his knowledge. C. H. ATWOOD,
Treasurer.

Sworn to before me, this 13th

of November, 1916,

James C. Moakler,

Notary Public,
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Certificate

We, the undersigned. Commissioners of the State Reservation

at Niagara, hereby audit the foregoing accounts at the several

amounts named.

WILLIAM B. HOWLA:NtD,

T. W. MEACHEM,
GEO. J. MEYER,
PAUL A. SCHOELLKOPF,
A. T. CLEARWATER.

i
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