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REPORT

OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE STATE EESERVATION
AT NIAGARA.

Albany, Fehniary 17, 1885.

To the Legislature of the State of New York :

In compliance with the terms of the act under which they were

appointed (chapter 336, Laws of 1883, as amended by chapter 109,

Laws of 1884), the Commissioners of the State Reservation at Niagara

submit the following report of their proceedings :

Before entering on a narration of the acts of the commission, it

may be proper to review briefly the causes which led to its appoint-

ment.

The movement for the preservation of the scenery of the falls of

Niagara had its commencement in a suggestion of Governor Robinson

in his message to the Legislature of 1879.

The paragraph relating to Niagara reads as follows:

'•' The civil jurisdiction over the falls of Niagara, as well as the

shores and waters of the Niagara river, is divided between this State

and the Province of Ontario, in Canada. But, in one sense, the

sublime exhibition of natural power there witnessed is the property

of the whole world. It is visited by tourists from all quarters of the

globe, and it would seem to be incumbent upon both governments to

protect such travelers from improper annoyance on either side. It is,

however, well known, and a matter of universal complaint, that the

most favorable points of observation around the falls are appropriated

for purposes of private profit, while the shores swarm with sharpers,

liucksters and peddlers who perpetually harass all visitors. In the
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course of the last summer, in a casual meeting and conversation with

Lord Dufferin, then Governor-General of Canada, he suggested the

propriety of some steps on the part of the State of New York and
the Pi'ovinoe of Ontario to remedy these abuses which he had seen

and deeply regretted. His proposition was that a sort of international

park should be established, inclosing a suitable space on each side of

the river from which all the annoyances and vexations referred to

should be excluded. Contemplating no attempt at landscape orna-

menting in the vain hope of adding anything to the natural attractions

of the falls, he thought that each government might obtain control

of a sufficient area to be kept sacred to the free use of those who com-
ing there from all parts of the world desire to view the grand scenery

without molestation. He believed that all this could be accomplished

at small expense, each government of course retaining jurisdiction of

its own proportion of such park, but with a mutual understanding as

to the general regulations to be enforced on either side. Subsequently

the Governor-General called the attention of the government of On-
tario to the same matter, and recommended co-operation with the

State of New York in accomplishing the purpose in view. The proper

course, if such a plan were deemed advisable, would undoubtedly be

the appointment of commissions by both governments to confer to-

gether as to its details. Should such a commission be appointed by

the authorities of Ontario, I recommend that you provide for the ap-

pointment of a similar one to consider the subject. There can be no

doubt that many persons abstain from visiting the falls in consequence

of the annoyances referred to, nor can there be any reasonable doubt

that the removal of these objections would largely increase the num-
ber of visitors annually."

The consideration of the subject was still further urged upon the

Legislature by a memorial addressed to the Governor of the State and

the Governor-General of Canada.

Seldom has a petition been presented bearing the indorsement of a

larger number of distinguished men or representing more widely every

shade of political opinion and current thought. Statesmen, clergy-

men, scholars, journalists and scientists, men of distinction in every

walk of life, united to urge the wisdom and importance of a State

control over the lands adjacent to the falls of Niagara. The falls of

Niagara, they urged, are peculiarly exposed to disastrous injury. In

the destruction of the forests that clothed the river's banks, and in

the erection of manufactories on the shore thus denuded, they foresaw

an irreparable loss. In the wonders of nature they discerned some of

the most valuable gifts which Providence has bestowed upon our race.

"The contemplation of them elevates and informs the human under-
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standing. They are instruments of education; they conduce to the

order of society; they address sentiments which are universal ; they

draw together men of all races and thus contribute to the union and

peace of nations." Their petition concludes thus : "The suggestion,

therefore, that an object of this class, so unparalleled as the falls cf

Niagara, should be placed under the joint guardianship of the two

governments whose chief magistrates we have the honor to address, is

a proper concern of the civilized world, and we respectfully ask that

it may, by appropriate methods, be commended to the wise considera-

tion of the Legislature of the State of New York."

The suggestions of the message and memorial were not unheeded.

The Legislature accepted the recommendation of the Governor and

by joint resolution directed the Commissioners of the State survey to

" consider and report what, if any, measures it may be expedient for

the State to adopt for carrying out the suggestions contained in the

annual message of the Governor with respect to Niagara Falls."

Acting under this resolution, the Commissioners of the State survey

made an examination of the vicinity of the falls, and the results of

their inquiry, which was minute and full, were laid before the ensuing

Legislature in a comprehensive report comprising the more important

documents relating to the Niagara, and an elaborate and careful re-

view of the arguments for State intervention.

This report became the basis of the legislative action giving rise to

the present commission, and the conclusions of the commissioners

may be briefly stated.

The commissioners stated that the attractions of the scenery and

climate in the neighborhood of Niagara Falls are such that with their

ready accessibility by several favorite routes of travel it might reason-

ably have been expected that Niagara would be a popular summer
resort. There is, however, no such summer population. It is believed

that in no other notable pleasure resort of Europe or America is the

stay of travelers so short. This is to be attributed chiefly to the con-

stant annoyances to which the traveler is subjected, pestering demands

and solicitations, and petty exactions and impositions by which he is

everywhere met. While it is true that such annoyances are felt

wherever travelers are drawn in large numbers, at Niagara the incon-

venience is greater because the distinctive interest of Niagara as com-

pared with that of other attractive scenery is remarkably circumscribed

and concentrated. The enjoyment of the traveler is moreover marred

to a far greater degree here than elsewhere, because the value of

Niagara lies in its appeals to the higher emotional and imaginative

faculties and whatever prevents or interrupts a composed receptive

and contemplative frame of mind is, at Niagara, a source of deeper
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irritation than elsewhere. A cessation of these annoyances can only

be brought about by the removal of tolls and fees now exacted, and

the exclusion of traffic from the limits wher.ce aloue the chief splendors

of the scenery are visible. The only prospect of this relief, the com-

missioners reported, is to be found in State control.

In the second place the commissioners reported the rapid destruc-

tion of the forest which once formed the perfect setting of one of

nature's most gorgeous panoramas, and the erection of mills and

factories upon the margin of the river with most injurious effects upon

the character of the scene. Other considerations were advanced in

their report not needful here to recount.

In conclusion they recommended that the Legislature take appro-

priate action to acquire a limited area about the falls, and that a com-

mission be appointed with power to institute the necessary legal

measures. Their report also suggested that the act for the purpose

might be limited so as to authorize merely the necessary preliminary

measures, leaving it for the following Legislature to make the appro-

priation after the awards were made and it had been determined what

the actual cost of the lands would be.

Adopting this latter course, the Legislature of 1883, on the 30th of

April in that year, passed an act entitled '*An act to authorize the se-

lection, location and appropriation of certain lands in the village of

Xiagara Falls for a State reservation ; and to preserve the scenery of

the falls of Xiagara." Under that ace the present commissioners were

appointed.

In compliance with the provisions of this act it became the duty of

the commissioners to select and locate such lands as should in their

opinion be needed for the preservation of the scenery of the falls and

for its restoration to its natural condition ; to prepare and file a map

of the lands located by them, and to institute the appropriate legal

proceedmgs to ascertain and determine the value of the lands so lo-

cated and defined.

The undersigned who were appointed commissioners under this act

organized immediately after their appointment, and on the 9th of

June, 1883, met at Xiagara Falls to view the lands.

After a careful and detailed examination of the lands, adjacent to

the falls, the following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That in the judgment of this board it is desirable to select

and locate as proper and necessary to be reserved for the purpose of

preserving the scenery of the falls of Xiagara and of restoring the

said scenery to its natural condition, the following lands situate in

the village of Xiagara and the county of Xiagara, to-wit: Goat
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island, Bath island, the Three Sisters, Bird island, Luna island,

Chapin island and the small islands adjacent to said islands in the

iviagara river, and the bed of said river between said islands and the

main land of the State of New York ; and, also, the bed of said river

between Goat island and the Canadian boundary ; also a strip of land

beginning near ''Port Day " in said village, running along the shore

of said river, to and including '' Prospect Park" and the ciifE and

debris slope, under the same, substantially as shown by that part

colored green on the map accompanying the fourth report of the

Board of Commissioners of the State Survey, dated March 22, 1880

;

and including also at the east end of said strip sufficient land not ex-

ceeding one acre for purposes convenient to said reservation, and also

including all lands at the foot of said falls, and all lands in said river

adjoining said islands and the other lands hereinbefore described.

By the adoption of the foregoing resolution, the area of the pro-

posed reservation was preliminarily defined. In regard to the consid-

erations by which the commissioners were guided in the determination

of the limits of the reservation, it is suflficieut to remark that it was

necessary in their opinion to reserve an area which should include the

rapids and islands, and such a portion of the main shore as formed an

essential element in the scene and afforded the chief points of obser-

vation.

The limits of this strip were in the main laid out to coincide with

a natural ridge or terrace which follows the bend of the shore at an

average distance from the water through the greater part of its length

of a hundred to two hundred feet, certain modifications being made

to conform to the lines of existing streets.

Little difficulty was experienced in arriving at the conclusion that

this ridge should be the limit of the reservation. Within it are em-

braced all the points from which the falls are visible, and a large part

is now fenced in with the view of exacting payment from all who de-

sire to see the cataract. Beyond these limits no view of the falls can

be obtained, and at present the falls cannot be seen from a foot of

American soil without paying for the privilege. A suggestion was

considered that the area upon the shore should be so continued as to

comprise within its limits the whirlpool and the whirlpool rapids, but

although the advantage of such an extension, viewed from an artistic

standpoint, was obvious, the commissioners felt that upon economic

grounds it was undesirable to propose the inclusion of so large an ad-

ditional area. The tract located was even smaller than that recom-

mended by the commissioners of the State survey.

Having determined the limits of the reservation, the commissioners

requested the State Engineer and Surveyor to make a map of the
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lands located. Mr. Thomas Evershed, division engineer of the western

division, was designated by him to complete the survey and prepare a

map. Mr. Evershed entered immediately upon the work, proceeded

with it during the summer and on the 27th of September, 1883, the

map was presented to the commissioners and was on the 8th of De-

cember approved by them, certified in duplicate and ordered to be

filed. A resolution was also adopted finally determining and locating

the lands as described on the official map as in their opinion proper

and necessary for the purpose of preserving the scenery of the falls of

Niagara and restoring said scenery to its natural condition.

This resolution will be found appended to this report.

The commissioners then proceeded to make the application to the

court, required by the statute. Messrs. Allen, Movius & Wilcox of

Buffalo were retained as the attorneys of the commissioners, and a

petition prepared by them and duly verified was presented to the Su-

preme Court January 26, 1884, praying for the appointment of com-

missioners of appraisement. Messrs. Luther R. Marsh of New York,

Matthew Hale of Albany, and Pascal P. Pratt of Buffalo were named

by the court as such commissioners. Having taken their oath of office

and viewed the premises they received testimony as to value. Their

sessions for this purpose were held continuously through the month

of July, 1884, and a voluminous mass of testimony received. In

September they met to hear the final arguments of counsel, and on

the 20th of that month made their report which was filed with the

testimony taken before them on September 22, 1884, in the office of

the clerk of Niagara county.

In said report they award for the entire area of land to be taken to

the respective owners and to all persons and corporations interested

therein the total sum of one million four hundred and thirty-three

thousand four hundred and twenty-nine dollars and fifty cents

(81,433,429.50).

Application on due notice was then made to the Supreme Court for

the confirmation of this report and on the 27th of October, 1884, an

order was granted whereby the appraisers' report was in all things

ratified and confirmed and the amounts awarded as compensation for

the lands taken were ordered to be paid. This order of confirmation

was filed and recorded in the office of the clerk of Niagara county on

November 25, and in the office of the Secretary of State in Albany,

on November 26, 1884.

On the trial before the commissioners of appraisement a question

of great importance aiose as to the rights of the riparian owners to

use the power afforded by the Niagara river for hydraulic purposes,

and to receive compensation therefor. It was claimed by the pro-

prietors of the islands and of riparian lots that they owned the bed of
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Niagara river ; and independently of this, that they had a right to

use, without stint, the power afforded by the rapids and the falls for

hydraulic purposes ; and they claimed that they should be compen-

sated for the value of this vast water power, even where it had not

been reduced to use. Upon this basis they were prepared to present

claims aggregating twenty or thirty millions of dollars. After full

argument and careful consideration, the commissioners of appraise-

ment rejected all such claims, except where the water power had been

actually reduced to use and used for a period long enough to create a

prescriptive right. They hold (1) that Niagara river is a public stream,

and its bed and waters belong to the State
; (2), that as against the

State private riparian owners have no right to encroach on its bed to

divert its waters, or to subject them to the burden of manufacturing

uses, unless they have acquired such right by grant from the State or

by prescription. As two of the commissioners of appraisement are

distinguished lawyers, their decision on these points is entitled to

great weight.

After the exclusion of such claims for the value of unused water

power, the claims of the owners of the property amounted to about

84,000,000. The aggregate awards, as already stated, are but little

more than one-third of this sum.

With the confirmation of these awards the duties of this commis-

sion, as defined by the act, are substantially fulfilled. The Legislature

alone can give effect to the proceeding by making the necessary ap-

propriation to pay for the land and vest the title to it in the people.

The State has now the opportunity to acquire a property which will

hereafter constitute one of its most valuable possessions ; for beside

the interest of the private owner of which it will thus become the

possessor, it also has the rights in the stream to which allusion has

been made.

It is not attempted here to enter at any length into a description of

those elements of grandeur and beauty which have made Niagara

Falls the most widely known of any spot upon our continent. A brief

reference however to their educational value may not be inappropriate.

In all that is grand and sublime in the works of nature, there resides

a power to educate and refine which is of inestimable worth. When
there is added to this such an exhibition as Niagara presents of the

great forces of nature in their past and present working, the scientific

teaching is no less important than the moral. Within the circuit of

the proposed reservation are grouped a series of geological strata, and

a variety of botanical genera and species which are scarcely to be

found elsewhere in a single locality. The value of those from an edu-

, cational standpoint has been regarded as sufficiently important to form
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the subject of a special report. The preparation of this was delegated

to Professor S. A, Lattimore, of the university of Eochester, who by

scientific attainments and a special study of the subject is exceptionally

qualified for the task. Professor Lattimore's communication is sub-

joined.

Wliile the value of the falls of Niagara from these different points

of view is generally admitted, it is not so clearly understood that it

may be seriously impaired by a wasteful neglect of the appropriate

surroundings in which nature has set them. Formerly an unbroken

forest covered the river banks apd the islands in the stream. The

traveler was shut in as it were to contemplate in a grateful solitude the

magnificence of the scene before him. The aspect is completely

chauo-ed when the Niagara river is converted into a busy mill stream and

the thick forests on its banks have given place to a long line of un-

sightly buildings. The impression on the mind of the visitor is no

longer one of unalloyed pleasure. The attractiveness of the scene is

greatly marred and the annoyances to which he is subjected impel him

to a hurried departure.

The increase in the attractiveness of Niagara which will follow from

this reservation will make it one of the most popular places of resort

in this country. This improvement will draw to it in vast numbers

people of wealth and culture from every quarter of the globe. It will

greatly increase the amount of travel and enhance the value of prop-

erty. The presence of sucli a concourse of people and their passage

through the State will add to the material prosperity not merely of

one section but of all. It will tend, directly and indirectly, in many

ways to the material benefit, as well as to the credit and to the moral

and esthetic culture of all- our citizens.

At present the expense attending a visit to Niagara Palls is so great

as to put it out of the reach of many of those whose right it should be

freely to enjoy it.

The sum of 810,000 was appropriated by the Legislature in 1883

for the expenses of the commission.

The report of the treasurer to the close of the year 1884, accom-

panying this report, shows a balance of the appropriation in the hands

of the Comptroller of 82,619.06, and S232.80 remaining with the

treasurer of the commission.

It is proper to add tiiat expenses have been necessarily incurred in

the legal proceedings, for stenographer's fees, for the compensation of

the appraisers and for counsel employed by the commission which re-

main unadjusted and have not been included in this statement.
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A copy on a reduced scale of the official map of the lands located

by the commissioners is also submitted herewith.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

WILLIAM DORSHEIMER,
M. R ANDERSON,
J. HAMPDEX ROBB,
SHERMAX S. ROGERS,
AXD. H. GREEX,

Commissioners of the State Reservation at Xiagara.

[Sen. Doc. No. 35.] 2





APPENDIX.

Whereas, The State Engineer and Surveyor has completed and
submitted to this board a map of the lands selected and located by it

in the village of Niagara Falls and the county of Niagara and State
of New York, which, in the judgment of this board are proper and
necessary to be reserved for the purpose of preserving the scenery of
the falls of Niagara, and restoring the said scenery to its natural con-
dition ; now, therefore, it is

Resolved, That this board hereby selects and locates the lands here-
inafter described, situate in the village of Niagara Falls, and the
county of Niagara and State of New York, as in the opinion of this

board proper and necessary to be reserved for the purpose of preserv-
ing the scenery of the falls of Niagara, and restoring the said scenery
to its natural condition, and does hereby determine to take such land
for the purposes aforesaid, and which said land is bounded and de-
scribed as follows, to-wit

:

All that certain piece or parcel of land situate in the village of
Niagara Falls, town and county of Niagara, State of New York, dis-

tinguished in part as part of lots numbers forty-two (42), forty-three

(43) and forty-four (44) of the mile strip, as the same was surveyed
and conveyed by the State of New York, in part as islands known as
Goat island, Bath island, the Three Sisters, Bird island, Luna island,

Chapin island, Ship island, Brig island, Eobinson's island, and the
other small islands lying in Niagara river adjacent and near to the
islands above-named, and in part as lands lying under the Niagara
river, bounded and described as follows, to-wit:

Beginning at a point on the easterly bank of the Niagara river,

where the same is met and intersected by the division line between
lands now or formerly owned or occupied by Albert H. Porter, and
lands now or formerly owned or occupied by the Niagara Falls Hy-
draulic and Manufacturing Canal Company ; running thence on a
course north three degrees forty-nine and one-fourth minutes west,
along said last-mentioned division line, one (1) chain and ninety-five

(95) links to a stone monument standing in the southerly line of
Buffalo street, in the village of Niagara Falls; thence on a course
south eighty-six degrees forty-five and one-fourth minutes west along
said southerly line of Buffalo street ninety and nine- tenths (90.9)
links to a point in the division line between lands noAv or formerly
owned or occupied by Albert H. Porter, and laijds now or formerly
owned or occupied by the estate of Augustus S. Porter ; tht nee on a
course south eighty-six degrees forty-five and one-fourth minutes west,

along said southerly line of Bufl'alo street ninety and nine-tenths
(90.9) links to a point in the division line between lands now or formerly
owned or occupied by the estate of Augustus S. Porter and lands
owned or occupied by Jane S. Townsend ; thence on a course south
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eighty-six degrees forty-five aud one-fourtli minutes west, along said

so'utherly line of BuflFalo street, two (2) chains and seventy (70) links

to the intersection of the same with the easterly line of Seventh street;

thence on the same course south eighty-six degrees forty-five and one-

fourth minutes west, across said Seventh street, one (1) chain and three-

tenths (3.10) of a link to the westerly boundary thereof ; thence along

said westerly boundary of Seventh street and on a course south three

degrees forty-nine and one-half minutes east, one(l) chain and fifty-

four and seventy-seven one-hundredths (5-4.77) links to apomt in said

westerly line of Seventh street, distant seventy-six (76) links northerly,

measuring on said westerly line of Seventh street, from the intersec-

tion of the same with the'northerly line of River street; thence on a

course south fifty-seven degrees forty-seven and one-fourth minutes,

west, one (1) chain and sixteen (16) links to a point in the division

line between lands now or formerly owned or occupied by Albert H.
Porter and lands now or formerly owned or occupied by Mrs. George

W. Hollev, which said point is distant northerly measuring along said

division line seventy (70) links from the northerly line of River

street ; thence on a course south fifty-six degrees fifty-five and one-half

minutes west, one (1) chain and seventeen (17) links to a point;

thence south fifty-eightdegrees thirteen and one-half minutes west, one

(1) chain and sixteen (16) links to a point; thence south fifty-eight

degrees forty minutes west, one (1) chain and fifteen (15) links to a

point; thence south sixty-three degrees forty-three and one-fourth

minutes west, one (1) chain and eleven (11) links to a point ; thence

south sixty-seven degrees nineteen and one-fourth minutes west, one

(1) chain kud sixty (60) links to a point in the division line between

lands owned or occupied by Mrs. George W. Holley and lands owned
or occupied by Jane S. Townsend, distant sixty (60) links northerly

measuring on said division line from the northerly boundary of River

street; thence on a course south seventy-two degrees nineteen minutes

west, two (2) chains and ten (10) links to a point in the division line

between lands owned or occupied by Jane S. Townsend, and lands

owned or occupied by Josephine M. Porter, distant, measuring on said

division line, sixty-four (64) links northerly from the northerly bound-

ary of River street ; thence on a course south seventy- three degrees

thirtv-four and one-half minutes west, one (1) chain and four (1) links

to a point; thence south seventy-six degrees twenty-eighth and one-

half minutes west, one (1) chain and two (2) links to a point ; thence

south eightv-two degrees four and three-fourths minutes west, one (1)

chain and one (1) link to a point; thence south eighty-six degrees

forty-three and one-fourth minutes west, one (1) chain to a point;

thence south eighty-nine degrees fifty-six minutes west, one (1) chain

to a point ; thence north eighty-eight degrees forty-three minutes west,

one (1) chain and one (1) link to a point in the easterly boundary of

Fourth street, distant ninety (90) links northerly, measuring on said

easterlv boundary of Fourth street, from the intersection of the same

with the northerly boundary of River street ; thence across said Fourth

street and on a course north eighty-two degrees thirty-two and one-half

minutes west, one (1) chain an"d one (1) link to a point in the westerly

boundary of Fourth street, distant eighty-six (86) links northerly,

measuring on said westerly boundary of Fourth street, from the inter-
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section of the same with the northerly line of River street; thence
on a conrse north seventy-eight degrees fifty-three minutes west,

two (2) chains and six (6) links to a point in the division line

between lands owned or occupied by Peter A. Porter and lands
owned or occupied by S. M. Whitney, which point is distant

seventy (70) links northerly, measuring on said division line,

from the northerly line of River street; thence on a course north
seventy-nine degrees seventeen and three-fourths minutes west, one (1)
chain and three (3) links to a point; thence north seventy-six de-

grees eight minutes west, one (1) chain and four (-i) links to a point;
thence north seventy-three degrees seven and one-fourth minutes
west, ninety-five (95) links to a point.; thence north seventy-one de-

grees twenty-five and one-fourth minutes west, fifty (50) links to a
point in the division line between lands owned or occupied by S. ^L
Whitney, and lands owned or occupied by Albert H. Porter, which
point is distant northerly, measuring on said division line, seventy

(TO) links from the northerly line of River street; thence on a course
north sixty-eight degrees thirty-five and one-fourth minutes west,

sixty-eight (G8) links to a point : thence north sixty-three degrees
thirly-eight and one-fourth minutes west, ninety-eight (98) links to a
point ; thence north fifty-three degrees fifteen and one-fourth minutes
west, one (1) chain and thirteen (13) links to a point in the division

line between lands owned or occupied by Albert H. Porter and lands
owned or occupied by Jane S. Townsend, which point is distant north-
erly, measuring on said division line, ninety-two (92) links from the

northerly line of River street ; running thence on a course north forty-

eight degrees fifty-six and one-fourth minutes west, eighty-nine (89)
links to a point; thence north fifty degrees one and one-half minutes
west, one (1) chain and two (2) links to a point ; thence north filty-

five degrees two and one-half minutes west, one (1) chain and one (i)

link to a point; thence north sixty degrees ten minutes Avest, fifty

(50) links to a point in the division line between lands owned or oc-

cupied by Jane S. Townsend and lands owned or occupied by the heirs

of Augustus S. Porter, which point is distant northerly, measuring on
said division line, one (1) chain and fifty-six (56) links from the
northerly line of River street; thence on a course north sixty degrees
fifteen and one-half minutes west, fifty (50) links to a point ; thence
north sixty-seven degrees ten and one-half minutes west, ninety-nine

(99) links to a point; thence north sixty-eight degrees nineteen and
three-fourths minutes west, one (1) chain to a point; thence north
seventy-one degrees forty-five and one-fourth minutes west, one (1)
chain to a point distant one (1) chain and twenty-eight links, meas-
uring on a course north twenty-seven degrees east from the northerly
line of River street; thence on a course north sixty-three degrees fifty-

five and one-half minutes west, one (1) chain and eleven ^11) links

to a point; thence north fifty-five degrees one and one-fourth minutes
west, one (1) chain to a point ; thence north fifty-one degrees
forty-one and one-half minutes west, eighty-nine (89) links to

a jjoint ; thence north forty- seven degrees fifty minutes west,
eighty-three (83) links to a point; thence north forty-five de-
grees forty-two minutes west, one (1) chain and two (2) links
to a point ; thence north forty-two degrees twenty-five minutes
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west, two (2) chains and two (2) links to a point ; thence north
forty-three degrees seventeen and three-fourths minutes Avest, one

(1) chain and nine (9) links to a point in the easterly boundary of

Mill street, distant northerly, measuring along said easterly boundary
of Mill street, twenty (20) links from tlie intersection of the same with

the northerly boundary of River street ; thence on a course north
twenty-eight degrees nineteen and one-fourth minutes east, and along
said easterly boundary of Mill street, two (2) chains and thirty (30)
links to the intersection of said easterly line of Mill street with the

southerly line of BuflFalo street ; thence on a course north sixty-two

degrees forty-five minutes west, across said Mill street, one (1) chain

to the westerly boundary line thereof, and to the point of intersection

of the westerly line of Mill street with the southerly line of Buffalo

street; thence on a course north sixty-one degrees thirty-two minutes
west, along the southerly boundary of BuflFalo street, five (5) chains

and thirty-two (32) links to the point of intersection of the southerly

line of Buffalo street with the easterly boundary line of the Mill slip

(so called), which point is distant northerly measuring on said east-

erly line of the Mill slip, seventy-one (71) links from the intersection of

the same with the northerly line of River street ; thence on a course

north sixty-one degrees thirty-two minutes west, across said Mill slip,

fifty-one and forty-two one-hundredths (51.42) links to a point in the

westerly boundary line thereof, distant northerly, measuring along

said westerty line of said Mill slip, seventy-five and twenty-three one-

hundredths (To. 23) links from the intersection of the same with the

northerly line of River street; thence along said westerly boundary
line of said Mill slip and on a course south fifty-four degrees four and
three-fourths minutes west, seventy-five and twenty-three one-hun-

dredths (75.23) links to the intersection of said westerly boundary line

of said Mill slip with the northeasterly boundary line of River street

;

thence on a course north thirty-three degress ten minutes west, along

said north-easterly boundary line of River street, five (5) chains and
seventy-four and two-tenths (74.2) links to a point in said northeast-

erly line of River street, where the same is intersected by the southerly

line of Bridge street, which point is marked by a stone monument
erected at the intersection of said lines of said streets ; thence on a

course north six degrees thirty-sis and one-fourth minutes east, across

said Bridge street, one (1) chain and three (3) links to the northerly

boundary "line thereof, and to the point of intersection of the northerly

boundary line of Bridge street Avith the northeasterly line of Canal

street; thence on a course north thirty-seven degrees thirty-three and
one-half minutes Avest, and along said northeasterly boundary line of

Canal street, four (4) chains and eighty-seven (87) links to the intersec-

tion of said northeasterly line of Canal street with the southerly line of

Falls street ; thence on a course north thirty-seven degrees thirty-six

and three-fourths minutes Avest, one (1) chain and eighty-two (82)

links across Falls street to the northerly boundary thereof; thence on

a course north thirty-seven degrees thirty-six and three-fourths min-

utes west, and along said northeasterly line of Canal street, one (1)

chain and twenty-two (22) links to an angle in said northeasterly line

of Canal street ; thence on a course north tAvo degrees thirty-eight

and one-fourth minutes west, and along the easterly line of Canal
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street, ten (10) chains and one and eignty-five one-hundrodths (1.85)
links to the intersection of the easterly line of Canal street with the
southerly line of Niagara street; thence on a course south eighty-seven
degrees fourteen minutes west, across said Canal street, one (1) chain
and fifty and thirty-four one-hundredths (50.34) links to the westerly
boundary line thereof; thence on a course south two degrees fifty-one

minutes east, along said westerly boundary line of Canal street, two
(2) chains and sixty-seven and twelve one-hundredths (fi7.12) links to

a point in the westerly line of Canal street, supposed to be the north-
easterly corner of Prospect Park (so called) ; thence on a course south
eighty-six degrees nineteen and one-half minutes west, along the north
boundary of said Prospect Park, one (1) chain and three (3) links to

an angle in said boundary line; thence on a cource north fiftv-two

degrees eighteen minutes west, along said northerly boundary of said

Prospect Park, six (6) chains and eighty-five (85) links to the waters
edge of the Niagara river ; thence along said line prolonged into said
river, and on a course north fifty-two degrees eighteen minutes west,
more or less, to the boundary line between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Dominion of Canada; thence along said boundary line up
the middle of said river to the Great Falls; thence up the falls through
the point of the Horse Shoe, keeping to the west of Iris or Goat
Island and the group of small islands at its head, and following the
bends of the river, and along said boundary line to a point at which
said boundary line meets, and is intersected by, the prolongation of
the line running north three degrees forty-nine and one-fourth min-
ntes west, first above mentioned ; thence following said line, and on a
course north three degrees forty-nine and one-fourth minutes west,
more or less, to the point or place of beginning.

Together with all the right, title and interest of all persons or cor-
porations of, in and to the premises embraced within said boundary
lines, including all water-rights, made-land (so called), debris, titles

or claims (if any) to lands lying under the Niagara river, rights of
riparian owners, easements and appurtenances of every name and na-
ture whatsoever, including all the rights of, in and to all streets, or
portions of streets, embraced and included within said boundary lines.
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Ihe Commissioners of the State Reservation at Niagara in acamnt

with Leighton Williams, Treasurer.

Date.
Amount
voucher.

Amount
abstract.

1883.

Julv 9

Sept. 18

Oct. 5

Nov. 8

Nov.

1884.

Feb. 12

Feb. 15

March 8

April

March 31

April 28

Jul}- 30

June 25

July 31

June SO

For traveling expenses .

To Thomas Evershed, making map and
survey

ToM. B. Anderson and J. H. Robb, com-
missioners, for traveling expenses. . .

.

To Thomas Evershed, on account map
and survey

To Allen, Movins & Wilcox, on account
services as counsel ,

To J. Hampden Robb, commissioner, for

advances .-. .

.

To Peter A. Porter, printing

To Allen, Mowins & Wilcox, for dis-

bursements as per statement
To Courier Company, printing

To Union Company, printing

To Leighton Williams, for disburse-

ments as per statement
To M. B. Anderson, commissioner, for

traveling expenses
To Thomas Evershed, on account map
and survey

To William Dorsheimer, commissioner,
for traveling expenses

To Peter A. Porter, printing

To William Dorsheimer, commissioner,
for traveling expenses

To Leighton Williams, for disburse-

ments as per statement
To Fless k Ridge, stationery

To Allen, Movins & Wilcox, for dis-

burseements as per statement
To John A. Merritt, county clerk,

searches and copies

To George Hebard, amending and com-
paring m.aps

To Leighton Williams, for disburse-

ments as per statement

To Pascal P. Pratt, for disbursements
as Com. of Appraisement

To Matthew Hale, for disbursements as

Com. of Appraisement
To M. B. Anderson, Com. for traveling

expenses

To Sebastian Geyet, services as expert
witness on appraisal

To Secretary of State, N. Y., searches

and copies
To Cataract House, Niagara Falls, rooms

for meetings, Com. of Appraisement.
To John H. fsbister, services as expert

witness on appraisal

To Benjamin Rhodes, services as expert

witness on appraisal

To John A. Merritt, county clerk,

searches, etc., as per bills rendered.

.

$45 00
S2,
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C'o77imisswners of the State Reservation at Niagara— Continued.

Date.
>^ -^^

1884.

July SO
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Appropriation 810,000 00

Less drafts on Comptroller 7 , 380 94

Balance of appropriation January 1, 1885 $2,G19 06

LEIGHTOX WILLIAMS,
Treasurer.

E. and 0. E., December 31, 1884,

Rochester, N. Y., January 20, 1885.

M. B. Andersojst, LL. D., A Commissioner of ilie State Reservation at

Niagara

:

Dear Sir — In accordance witli your request I respectfully submit
to you the following considerations upon certain important advantages

which may be easily secured to the public by the purchase of Xiagara

Falls, and which, in my opinion, constitute an argument of great force

in favor of the acquisition of the property by the State of New York.

Niagara Falls once made freely accessible to the public, its islands

and shores being restored ns nearly as possible to tlieir primitive con-

dition of beauty and grandeur, would attract from all civilized coun-

tries much larger multitudes than those which now visit the place.

"While the majority would of course be drawn thither simply to gratify

that innate love of the sublime and beautiful which is common to the

educated and to the uneducated alike, yet there would be a minority

of this multitude, but a large and influential one, who would desire,

in addition to the gratification of their esthetic tastes, to comprehend
something of the history of the great cataract as recorded in the strata

made accessible by its own agency. This minority would consist of

the men of science and letters of all lands, of teachers in our schools

and colleges, and of young men and women in process of education.

To such persons an opportunity to study intelligently one of nature's

greatest works Avould be of inestimable value. It is especially in behalf

of these classes of persons that I venture to urge the great educational

value of Niagara Falls as a subject most worthy of t'le serious and

careful consideration of the people of the State of New York.

Many an observant and thoughtful visitor lias, no doubt, gone for a

short and disturbed visit to the great cataract overwhelmed with its

grandeur, yet with a confused and unsatisfied impression that he ought

in some way to have more clearly comprehended what he could only

wonder at. He has felt that he there stood before a marvelous monu-
ment of the geological ages, Avithout the power to decipher the inscrip-

tions borne on every part of it and containing its entire history. His

observations and conclusions were too fragmentary to be woven into

connected history. Both constructive and destructive forces have

manifestly struggled here, but in what order have they successively

prevailed 'i The delicate forms of marine life which so abound in

some of the rocky strata plainly indicate their origin at the bottom of

a shallow and semi-tropical sea which once must have occupied the



Xo. 35.] 19

place. The great chasm is newer than the rocks through which the
river has ploughed its way, and it is plain that a time must have been
when the river itself had not yet taken form. Again, ages later, the

same river begius to fill its bed with alluvial deposits, and again it

destroys its own work leaving only the gravelly beds of Goat island,

and the curious series of terraces still happily preserved in Prospect
Park, as fragmentary monuments.
Here are records of the past antedating all human history, of the

most authentic character, unfalsified by any ignorant or designing
hand. The student of nature longs to be able to read these records
and to reproduce in imagination the successive scenes of a history

reaching from the early paleozoic age to the present time and of such
surpassing interest.

It is noteworthy, as a fact in the history of geological science, that
it was by a careful study of the regularly stratified and undisturbed
rocks so fully exposed to view at Niagara Falls, and extending widely
over large areas ot the United States, that Professor James Hall and
his associates in the Geological Survey of the State were able to estab-

lish nearly half a century ago, that classification of the American
Silurian system which has since been universally accepted as the stand-
ard of comparison in the subsequent surveys of other States. This is

the parallel of the resarches of Murchison and Sedgwick upon the

Silurian system of England, of Murchison in Sweden and Russia, and
of Barrande in Bohemia. These Silurian strata the Niagara River by
its erosion has made visible and accessible— a spectacle which con-
sidered either in its scientific or scenic aspects is without a parallel on
the face of the globe.

Not only the rocks, bearing as they do the tool-marks of the agen-
cies by which they were formed, as well as of those by which they have
been subsequently worn and ground into their present shapes, butalso,

the remains of multitudes of animals and plants embalmed within
them, whose strange species, so unlike any now living, all became ex-

tinct in the early ages, of the world's history, are made visible and
tangible, and, with the aid of a few elementary principles of inter-

pretation, are readily comprehensible as to their scientific significance.

The minerals associated with the various silicious and calcareous strata

and the molluscan fossils found in the alluvium of the island and the
terraces, and belonging to species now living in the river, together
with many other indications, all contribute to the complete physical
history of the great cataract and to the connection of the remoter
periods of geological time with the present.

To select and set forth the more significant of these great facts before

the eye of the visitor, not in words but in the natural objects themselves,

so arranged and classified as to exhibit clearly their natural relation-

ships, would supply the key by which the mind would be led step by
step in logical processes up to a comprehension of this great natural
phenomenon. To accomplish this end would add to the esthetic value
of Niagara Falls an educational value which would undoubtedly re-

ceive the unqualified approbation of all intelligent minds To secure
this object seems to me entirely practicable. It would in no wise
diminish the attractiveness of the place as a pleasure resort, but greatly

increase it.



20 [Senate

In order most fully to accomplish this design, I would propose the
erection in some appropriate situation, such as Goat island or Prospect
Park, of a building of suitable architectural design to serve as tlie

Niagara Falls Museum. This museum should be devoted exclusively

to the elucidation and explanation of the physical and geological history

of the place. Its walls should be composed of material quarried from
the adjacent strata. Its compartments should be filled with such ob-

jects only as possess scientific significance— the merely curious should

be rigidly excluded. Among the principal collections which should

find place in the museum I would suggest the following :

1. A complete collection of rocks, systematically arranged, repi'e-

senting all the subdivisions of the silurian system through which the

Niagara river has excavated its present channel.

2. A collection of all the minerals found associated witli these

formations.

3. A collection of the fossil remains of plants and animals, so ar-

ranged as to exhibit in the most striking manner both their zoological

and geological relations.

4. A collection of animals inhabiting the immediate vicinity of the

falls.

5. A botanical collection illustrating the flora of the locality, which
is considered unusually interesting.

6. A series of maps and surveys of the chain of the great lakes illus-

trating their extent, area of drainage, depth and elevation above sea

level.

7. A more elaborate series of maps and surveys of the Niagara river

throughout its entire length from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario, includ-

ing the triangulation maps of the American and Canadian falls.

8. A series of relief maps or models, made to scale, accurately rep-

resenting in miniature the geological strata exposed to view, with their

scientific names. These models would not only give a bird's-evc view

of the surface, but also represent sections made in different directions,

showing the relative positions of the various strata. A separate model
should show the position and lines of the falls according to the trigo-

nometrical survey of 1842, as compared with the similar survey made
by the Commissioners in 1884, indicating a recession of nearly 270 feet

within that period.

Other collections, such, for example, as photographs of large size, of

the ice formations often seen in winter below the fall, might be ap-

propriately added to those already suggested.

Such a museum as that now outlined would be entirely unique. Its

specific purpose would be to illustrate in the fullest possible manner
the physical geography, the geology and the natural history of this

one wonderful spot. Everything not directly contributing to this

purpose should be excluded. Its sole object should be scientific and
educalional.

While thus stringently limited in its scope, it would nevertheless, in

an incidental way, form a most valuable contribution on the part of

the State of New York to the great sciences just referred to in their

widest extension. It would be a monument, built in the place of all

others where such a memorial should stand, of the leadership of New
York in the field of American geology.
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Such an educational establishment as the Niagara Falls Museum
thus sketched in outline, would be of very moderate proportions, un-
like the vast and often miscellaneous collections of collesfes and uni-
versities, consequently its cost would be inconsiderable. IJndoubtedly
many private citizens of the State would be glad to assume the entire

expense of its erection and equipment if permitted to do so.

Limited as these collections would be in extent, it is believed that

their scientific classification and arrangement would fairly and fully

epitomize the ])rincipal facts and phenomena of the great cataract.

Composed chiefly of natural objects, with the smallest possible amount
of artificial adjuncts, it would render this great wonder of nature self-

interpreting to every intellisrent mind. The educational value of such
an acquisition as Niagara Falls may be made, destined to stand for-

ever peerless in the whole world, should apjieal strongly and success-

fully to the intelligence of the peoj^le of the State of New York.
Very respectfully yours,

S. A. LATTIMORE.
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