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Pioneers 
The first Mennonit e s in Ont a rio went to t he WatA rloo-Kitch~ne r 

a r ea . They drift~d into th e Niagara Peninsula b~cause there wa s 
always work here . on fruit farms. 

Arrival a n d Integrat ion of New come rs 
From 1 94 8 on, the Me nnonit es b eg an to come in ma s ses . At 

first, only nomi na t ed i mmigrants could come- f a th e r , mother , 
husband, wife, c hi ldren (under 20 year s a nd not married) and 
grandp ~rents (over 65 year s) - and s ponsored immi grants - married 
brothers and si s ters, nephew s and nie ces, uncl e s and aunts. 
Independent~plications woul~ not be tak en yet at th a t time . They 
were tak en after 1750. 

Mo s t of the Me nno nites t ha t came after th e 2 ND World War, 
came to St. Catharin e s. 

Thom a s Reecer was a great leader and f a the r figure to many . 
The s et tlemen t of ke e cer in northern Ontario was named after him. 

Th e Canadi a n Mennonite Board of Colo n izat ion assigned a 
s pe cial deb t colle ctor. In 1945 th e last transpor t a tion debt was 
paid off to the C.P.R. The C.P.R. told t he Canadian Me nno nit~ 
Bo a rd of Coloniza tion th a t wheneve r a third mo veme nt of Me nn onit e s 
would occur, the y would be allowed $. 1 80,000 cr e dit i mmed iately. 
This sum r epresented inter e st. This movement too k pla ce after th e 
2ND v/orld \var. 

The Russian and Danzig Mennonit e s are of Dutch orig in. Th e 
Pennsylvaia Dutch Men nonites came fr om Switzerland and Ge rmany. 

Own Experience in the Early Ye~rs 
Mr . Wall first arrived in th e Niagara Peninsula with his 

wife, three sons, f a ther, brothe r in 19_18 . They had first come 
to Alb e rta from Russia in 1 926 . Mr. Wa~ was held up in London for 
a short period. Here, he had to wear a ~adge when he went downtown, 
to identi fy himse lf as an immigrant. 

Mrs. Wall's parents were Lutheran. Mrs. Wall became a 
Me nnonite even before she married. She had grown up in a Mennonite 
settlement. HoweVe r, Mr . ~vall's grandfather would not g o to the 
wedding , b e caus e s he h ad been Luth e r an . 

Mr. Wall first worked for Abe Cu~ p in Vin~ lan~ driving tractor 
for 18¢ an hour. He bought his own farm finally> and after a 
little difficulty, received credit. 

Nr. Wall became chairman of the Relief a nd I mm i gr a tion Gomm., 
in 1947 an d maintained the position until 1964. He d id not receive 
wages. He only r e ceived $ 20 a month- ridiculous. 

Lead e rs 
Mr. Wall mentioned some great l e aders durin g the ea rly years: 

Bishop Jacob Jansen( Wa terloo); Mr. Weins; N. Drereger (Leaminton); 
John Bish (Vineland); Sam Coffman(Vineland); Th oma s Re e cer; 
J.B. Martin ( Waterlo6); Bis hop Swan; William Hildebrant (Jordan); 
J a cob Dyck ( Niagara). 


