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THE RADIANT HEALING CENTRE 
(A short resume of its history and scope , including information 

pertaining to membership} . 

During the publication of Trails of Truth (a ·book deal
ing primarily with personal evidence of "Survival") there 
has arisen in the city of St. Catharines, Canada, a tremendous 
interest i11 psychic subj ec ts, second to none, perhaps, on this 
continen t or throughout the world. This has been due en
tirely to the visits of Hev. William Cartheuser, whose highl y 
endowed .gift has blessed with knowledge and spiritual en
lightenment m~my thousands of people. 

One of the units born under this new impetus is. that of 
the Radiant Healing Centre, which has an enrolment of absent 
members extending into widely scattered provinces and states. 
For these members (and to accede, also, to innumerable re
quests for n~ore of the spiritual and scientifi c lectures which 
emanate from 'the smne so urce), these lectures of LIGHT are 
being published. At presen.t they will appear quarterly; 
later, it is hoped, in monthly issues. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Members of the Radiant Healing Centre are one united 

family. Scattered throughout the '~'orld though they may seem 
to be, they are united in one ideal , that of developing within 
themselves, through knowledge and intelligent application , 
the healing ru1d psychic gifts with which ev.ery child of God 
is endowed to a grea ter or lesser extent, m1d of using these 
same divine powers fOT the uplift of humanity. 

The p olicies of the Radiant Healing, Centre, and its 
organ, Progression, are guided solely by those intelligences 
who manifes.t onl y through the psychic gifts of one of the 
most authentic fi gures in P sychic Science of modern times, 
Mr. William Cartheuser. 

Membership in the Radiant Healing Centre may he secured 
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THE RADIANT HEALING CENTRE (Continued) 

through application to the editor of Progression. A fee of 
one dollar per year (postal order) is required , which en
titles the member to the quarterl y issue of Progression, as . 

· well as to any helpful instructions that may arise during the 
year. 

Priva te instructions are sent each member on receipt of 
application. 

Those who wish to become members of the Radiant. 
Healing Centre are requested to clearly state this point, other
wise each enclosure will be taken to mean a year's subscrip
tion to Progression only. 

A dail y withdrawal into the Silence, and a twice monthly 
concentration (simultaneous with the meeting of the Mother 
Circle), are the personal obligations asked. of all members. 

Members seeking solutions to problems pertaining to 
healing, or to psychic development, may write (as briefly as 
possible) to the editor who, at the earliest opportunity, wm 
bring the question s, before LIGHT. The best of these will 
appear in Progression. 

4,7 Church Street, 
St. Catharines, 
Ontario, Canada. 

JENNY O'HARA PINCOCK, Editor, 
(Author of Trails of Truth) 

" You can ~e and do what you wish, providing you keep 
that one thing dominant in J'Our mind, and know that yozu 
strength is unlimited, beccwse the Fountainhead is- God." 
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. Life, ·Death and Voices of th~ Soul 
by 

Light 

Peace be with you throughout the coming year, for 
in terms of years are you wont to express the experiences 
of your souls. Blessed are those whose thoughts are at 
peace with themselves, who radiate peace as quiet as the 
night , as deep as its blue-and the ·silence. ' So must you 
be at peace with your own thoughts, that . you may take 
upon yourselves outward expressions of the beauty which 
awaiteth within. 

Again must a bridge be builded between your 
thoughts and ours. No man realizes the scientific knowl
edge necessary to accomplish a broadcast such · as we have 
here tonight, so little can you conceive the difficulties en
countered by us when we audibly span the void between 
us. For the vibrations of our thoughts are in ratio to 
yours as millions to one, yours meeting tremendous limi
tations while passing through the human brain . 

Etheric Oceans of the Universe 

Thinking is the greatest force in the universe. 
Thought is the universal language of all souls anywhere. 
Thoughts penetrate other thoughts, impress other minds. 
Call this thought power whatever you like-mesmerism , 
hypnotism, or suggestion-the fact remains that during 
every second of your existence you are wielding this 
mighty force , attracting, accepting or repelling the 
thoughts of other minds according to your own Will. 
Whenever you think, your thoughts are winging their 
way upon one of the .seven eternal spheres. Just where 
your thoughts are depends entirely upon yourself , upon 
your own desires and purposes, and the impelling force 
by which you , a free-will creature, accept or reject other 
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thoughts than your own. When you receive any thought 
from another, you have first tuned in to it , consciously 
or unconscious! y. Through an eternal Ia w of God, each 
thought wave may travel only within its own magnetic 
sphere. Thoughts need no words for expression , and 
therefore I repeat, thought is indeed the universal language 
of all souls. 

Broadly speaking, there are seven ethe~s . and every 
thought sent out by any intelligence travels upon the 
waves of one of these. This they do with tremendous 
rapidity, the etheric waves making it possible . Swifter 
than shooting stars , thought waves speed their way out 
upon the etheric oceans of the universe . There are no 
mortal words that I might use which could clearly con
vey to you such a speed , unless it be the word " instant
aneous" . Now you think-and now you are there! I 
shall leave it to you to measure the velocity! 

Thoughts Are Visualized Pictures 

When you think "soap bubble" your thought cre
ates a picture. Without a word you visualize a brilliant 
bubble with properties of a reflector. Thoughts travel 
in the form of visualized pictures. No human invention 
has as yet been conceived that can register thought wav~s 
upon a highly sensitized plate. Bear in mind that lang
uage at its best is but a clothing , or vehicle, of thought, 
and that the process of thinking is a creative force. The 
universes , visible and invisible to you , were first visualized 
in the mind of the Infinite Creator. 

How to Develop Our Thinking 

Would you create beautiful things from the thoughts 
you send forth ? Truly let your thoughts be happy, help
ful. If otherwise , crush them , destroy them, or hold your 
breath and think · not . Do your thoughts run over like 
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a brook, even as a flood? Control them. You but tire 
yourself and your neighbor , and after your thoughts have 
subsided they have constructed nothing. Do you create 
a force about yourself that makes others unwilling to 
listen? I say unto you be wise. Speak only to those who 
are willing to listen that it may be well with you . For 
if another listens willing! y to words of wisdom, then 
later scoffs, his scoffing can affect you not , as he had first 
sensed your sincerity in the depths of his own soul. Would 
you have impregnable thoughts of peace again-st the strifes 
and turmoils of life ? Then at intervals refresh your 
thoughts in the arts or poetry. Frequently create music 
throughout eternal space. It is not lost. All forces which 
you send out return to you a thousandfold. 'Tis thus 
you gradually learn to rise above the spheres of doubt and 
distress and to harmonize with peace. Such was the effect 
of your beautiful music tonight. 

Is not this procedure beautiful ? When you sing the 
mind is relaxed, the past is forgotten, the future is not 
drawn upon, all troubles are set aside, and you hear the 
voice of the soul. 

Thoughts Are Voices of the Soul 

There are no senses within the body which can 
transmit the beauties of thought. Thought only can 
register upon thought, for thought is the instrument of 
spirit . Flesh but interprets the message that spirit would 
bring to spirit . Ears hear not the melodies of heaven, 
though they seemeth so to do. The soul of thy brother 
cannot be felt by any flesh of earth-and therefore do 
you now live in dreams. But someday the dawn will 
break. No longer will dreams of life pass by in the night , 
even as shadows, darker against the dark. Someday spirit 
will converse with spirit , unhampered and free . Someday 
those invisible ones who have never ceased to work for 
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you , will recetve you 111 a glorious communion-reality 
at last! 

Speak Not of War 

Those who are wise hold no controversial thoughts, 
but are filled with 'kindness and tolerance toward all liv
ing creatures. Oh you of the Radiant Healing Centre, 

.scattered though you may seem to be throughout the 
wide countries of earth, may thoughts of peace abide in 
you. You are supposed to bring forth thoughts of truth. 
You are angels of light. Th~refore send forth no thoughts 
of war. Never suggest the possibilities of war. Visualize 
the world always at peace. Create pictures of all nations 
living together as brothers. Then, in the name of eternal 
law, peace shall be born anew. Like unto the sun shall 
your thoughts shed their rays into the minds of men , and 
that peace which you have visualized shall truly come to· 
pass. 

You of the Radiant Heating Centre, bring peace, I 
pray you, into God 's family wherein is no race, no colour. 
no creed. 

Patience-Between Nations and Individuals 

At all times is God patient with His children no 
matter how freq~ently they trespass His laws. With pa·
tience doth He send ministering angels to watch over them. 
Are you then greater than• your Father in Heaven ? There-

. fore , think patiently toward all ·men . Have we not toiled 
with you these years that you may grasp higher under
standing ? Have we not had patience with your short
comings ? Therefore rejoice. Greater things are in store 
for every one who lighteth his pathway with patience. 
Yea , through patience all that you desire will be attracted 
unto you . 

Patience is a reflection of the eternal love of God . 
You who judge your fellowman in court or home, forget 
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not to wrap it about you, even as an armour. Forget not 
to gird it about your loins. Patience, tolerance, peace
these three, and lo, the world will smile again! 

Future Aura of the Earth 

Ever is the battle being waged , for indwelling in the 
hearts of all men is an infinite quest after truth and a 
yearning for its fulfillment. 'Tis only through wilful an~ 
selfish thoughts that truth is retarded. And so, Over Here, 
we are never at rest. Never do we cease to battle for the 
cause of truth. We are striving to stop bloodshed between 
the nations of earth. We are trying to have them see that 
this can be done in a peaceful way, indeed can only be 
done through peaceful means. And the light is breaking 
through. The light is burning through the ignorance 
which dwells in men's minds, and will continue to burn 
until all men lift their faces to the skies and their thoughts 
light up the heavens; until all that rises from men's 
thoughts shall be of peace: until spirit shall come into its 
own, and God be recognized as the only common Father 
of mankind. 

"And Man Shall Have Dominion--" 

· Y ori may observe under your very eyes the response 
to these mighty, invisible thought forces. Living, ind-i 
vidual examples leaven the. world . All ideals first emanate 
through the human race, for human thoughts must lead 
the way. Even the beast receives the thoughts of humans. 
If you send forth no thoughts of slaughter nor of selfish 
domination toward any creature, then will it hold no 
desire to destroy you. Think upon this. And so it was 
said, "Let him have dominion over the fowl of the air, 
the fish of the sea and every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth." 
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The Patience of the Nazarene 

What patience had the Nazarene always with his 
disciples! Even after many contacts with their master, 
they, thinking only of the glamour of the world , said 
unto Him, " Master, why do you not set up an earthly 
kingdom ? Show the world the miracles you show us!" 
And he condemned them not. 

Later he was forsaken, and stood alone before the 
judges of the land who demanded of Him a display of 
His much advertised tricks. Did He condemn them? Nay ; 
rather did he pity their frai lties , knowing well the fault 
lay with them ; knowing well that had they created the 
right thought conditions, He could have demonstrated 
those powers of God which work through all men who 
harmonize with His laws. 

Judges of Men 

You who are prone to criticize, for your own sakes 
condemn no soul. Oh judges of nations and men, would 
you assume responsibilities greater than those of the ag
gressor ? You ca~not misjudge your fellowma n and be at 
peace with yourself . Greater by far is your responsibility 
than is th;lt of the one whom you condemn. For if you 
misjudge, thinking the judgment fair , even then does 
your sin excred his who stands before you . 

Human Reason- Its Limitation 

Always and at all times giv~ the aggressor the bene
fit of the slightest doubt . It is not a complicated proce
dure , for you must know that reason does not, and can
not , function perfectly through the human brain. Open 
wide the windows of your soul and let the greater light 
shine through . Perchance some future day that very win
dow which you have cherished and refined will be tbc 
means of salvation and escape for yourself. 
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Reason is a staff upon which every soul should lean. 
Reason is a staff indeed , but not ..an infallible one. Reason 
cannot function perfectly unless a soul be perfect . It is 
wise to develop your reasoning powers. You of earth are 
prone to send out final thoughts , vise-like, unyielding. 
Such thoughts react upon you , push you back, back, back. 
Reverses follow those who rea son with a finality of judg
ment. 

Truly I say unto you , consider these words n"ot 
lightly. Lock not your mind at ·any time so completely 
that you ignore the possibility of error within yourself. 
Then will you attract invisible intelligences who will lead 
you out of the maze of your own judgment into the 
greater light of reason. 

The Way of the Spirit 

Listen you who will. and you who will not , go 
forth and stumble upon thy pathway. Assume your own 
responsibility if you would throw unbalanced , critical. 
unj~st thought waves into space. You cannot find peace 
upon such a highway, nor knowledge, nor power. You 
are not ready to press forward unto perfection. If you 
would so retard yourself. then with our blessings we bid 
you adieu . Such is the way of the spirit, to go 'forth into 
the spheres with which it harmonizes. So may it be 
with you. 

Doubting Intelligently 

All sincere, enquihng minds who exercise reason , 
encounter many doubts. Others doubt and arrive no
where , for they doubt not intelligently, nor reason with 
an unprejudiced outlook. Some search and search again, 
find and lose again . Again they search, again they find, 
and again they lose. Then in doubt they linger , ponder. 
search and wonder . Some search in circles, for limited 
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reasoning powers confine themselves ·to limited areas. 
Why not search untrammelled by history or creed ? Why 
not search tUithout motives of suspicion ? Why not attain 
and lose not ? Why not scan the pathway ahead when· 
knowledge demands the exercise of keener reasoning 
powers ? 

In searching' for deception you cannot find wisdom. 
Keep an open mind. Greater things lie above you , there
fore grieve not to shed past prejudices. 

The Astral "Immigration Office" 

Every one of you will have to go through the 1m
migration office" in the astral. Those who are unwilling 
to give up errors of judgment to which they have adhered 
will hold themselves to the astral and progress not. 
I would have you here and 'now prepare your minds for 
·journeyings into higher spheres. 

Forever Dwell in Today-· Memorial 
Stones of Sins 

The past is no longer ; yesterday has been, today is : 
let us forever dwell in today. Are you happy when you 
dig up the refuse of sad days and misdeeds ? If fifty years 
ago you were unjust to your neighbor, and today you can
not find him nor do you know where he lodges, are you 
happy in worrying about it ? People concern themselves too 
much about the unpleasant past. When you recall un
plcasantries you recr~ate them. When you worry about 
the past you live it over again. Every time you recall a 
misdeed, or relate it to another, you react that deed once 
more. Soon your mental storehouse becomes a self-created 
hell upon earth . 

I hJve a suggestion for tbose who love to dwell in 
an unpleasant past. Go forth and purchase a few acres 
of ground , build monuments upon it . On one stone write 
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the inscription , 'This is in memory of ten cents I forgot 
to return '; on another, 'Here is an impertinent word an 
old friend spoke to me; on another. 'Sacred to the mem 
ory of two dollars I lost in a moment of carelessness'! 
Create such a cemetery of memorial stones, if you will, 
but dwell in it alone. Enjoy your reminiscences away 
from others. Far . better thus to do than to discolour the 
beautiful day of another. 

In truth , friends , therr are no sins. But there arc 
experiences put before you on your pathway of life , ex
periences wherein your own free will is given full play. 
Upon this pathway all must go , and if one falls, one 
may learn to rise again . 

Creating Beautiful Memorials 

You smiled a few moments ago when we visualized 
a cemetery of unpleasant experiences. We all smiled
but perhaps too soon ! For yo u are actually carrying with· 
in your own thoughts such memorials . more real than if 
they were constructed of stone and mortar. Infinitely 
more real are they , for they exist in that thought-substance 
which will not be destroyed when the dissolution of the 
body takes place. When you come Over Here you wil l 
find what I have told you is on! y too true. Therefore 
grasp this lesson. Dismiss unpleasant days of the past. 
Have you not greater idea ls than to erect stumbling stones 
for yourself ? Would you be like the rich man who en
joys not his riches ? For, wa lking in his garden he thinks 
only of the troubles he has had with his gardener and 
forgets to see the flowers; he recalls the mud some mis
chievous boys threw in the pool and loses the flashings of 
the fish as they disport themselves therein ; he heeds not 
the hoverings of golden wings against the deeper blue. 

Your will -power is the rudder of your thoughts. Direct 
your thinki ng and you direct yo ur destiny. It is not dif-
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ficult . Recall only happy days . Then , while on earth. 
you will cease to attract diseases of the body and poverty 
of the soul. Then when the transition takes place you · 
will have planted well the beautiful within yourself. 
Then will sad thoughts float by you even as shooting 
stars, and affect you not . Nay, it is not difficult-when 
you try. Be not disheartened, for the difficulty lies only 
in beginning. 

Memorials of Religion and History 

How vast is the application ! Today your histories 
consist chiefly of 1~1 emorial stones of hatred , carnage and 
malice. Today you lack beautiful memorial stones in 
your expressed religions. Would you represent the Christ 
principally in thoughts of blood and agony ? How tragic ! 
Would you thus hold him to earth ? Or would you have 
him visualized as smiling. prayerful. human·? How would 
you wish to be memorialized ? I declare unto you, friends, 
the Christ saves when through His example people are 
taught ho w to save themselve s. He broke the bonds of 
death by demonstrating and practising communication 
between earth and the Worlds Beyond , both before and 
after His own body dissolution . 'Twas thus He awak
ened the world to the consciousness of tbe deathlessness 
of their own souls ! 'Twas thus He taught tbe world to 
rejoice in an Easter morn! Verily , He awakened man
kind to the possibilities of the divinity that dwelleth in 
all men. Did He not declare, "- and greater works than 
these shall ye do". 

Death Awakens to Life the Blessings 
the Soul Has Sown 

Oh death , thou who relievest the soul from its dream 
of dreams , thou who quickenest the soul from its ea rth 
conscious sphere , why or what need we dread? Thou dost 
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but liberate the soul to life, where shadows of dreams 
are no more. Thou dost awaken to life at last the bless-

. ings the soul bast sown. At last, at last , ob. death , the 
soul from its dreams is set free. Pain fades away, and 
joy breathes forth the realities of things hoped for! 
Immortal soul-rejoice! God lives and thou art His child. 
Rejoice for thine heritage is His divinity! 

.'?HYMN OF HEALING 
by 

JANE LEAR 

God of All Souls, we humbly seek Thy blessing, 
Grant us Thine angels' presence here this hour , 

Breathe through each soul Thy fire divine , ob freely 
Quicken to flame Thy radiant healing power. 

Bless all who sit with us in meditation , 
Far-flung though many flaming altars be, 

Lead us to know that, even as the sunlight, 
So may our thoughts light up the silent sea. 

Space there is none, for thought , Thy force supernal, 
Faster than voice may pierce the ether night, 

Love-laden power ! each healing thought a magnet, 
Potent, triumphant , glorious in Thy sight ! 

Radiant we come, a happy human family, 
Hands clasped in healing ministry for Thee, 

Hearing Thy call, we go upon Thy wayside , 
Bless Thou our works for Thy humanity! 

*This hymn, written especially for the Radiant Healinf!. Centre 
has been in use by the Mother Circle for some months now. Until it 
appears again in its own musica l setting, absent members will find 
the tunc "Peek" pleasin g. Membe rs are asked to memorize the words 
of this beautiful hymn for use in their concentra tion ~ hour.-Thc 
Editor. 
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Retreating Orthodoxy 
by 

REV. F. J. T. MAINES, B .A ., B.D. 
(Ediror's Note: Rev. F. J. T . Maines is a graduate of Victori.1 

University, Toronto, where he received his Arts and Divinity degrees. 
Subsequently he was ordained into the Methodist Ministry. For 
several years he was actively engaged in Y.M.C.A. work, resigning as 
secretary of that organization to take up his duties as minister of 
the Church of Divine Revelation, St. Catharines, Ontario.) 

No one would wish to deny the great amount of 
good accomplished in many parts of the w.orld , through 
the agency of the Christian Church by self-sacrificing and 
devoted men -and women. Nor would many deny that 
its influence for good might have been immeasurably 
greater bad it been free from the handicaps which consist
en tly served to retard its service to humanity and to im
pede the cause of truth . The source from which many of 
these handicaps sprung was the Church's own orthodoxy. 

Orthodoxy bas nearly always stood in the way of 
progressive thought . It bas smeared the records of its 
history with the blood of countless martyrs. It bas sacri
ficed truth and progress in its stubborn defense of tradi
tion , until literally compelled by the force of scientifically 
demonstrated facts to give ground. Thus the Church 
throughout the centuries : bas been gradually retreating 
from its formed y held orthodox views. And the struggle 
continues. 

Many of the commonly accepted truths · of today 
were the subjects of long centuries of bitter quarreL per
secution and bloodshed, as being contrary to · the teaching 
of Scripture, and therefore rank heresies . So the heresy 
of one age often became the orthodoxy of another. Such 
is the march of progressive truth. 

Much bas been recorded in history concerning the 
struggle be'tween science and religion, and doubtless much 
more remained unwritten. But sufficient has been told to 
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cause one to shudder at the thought that such thing s ever 
could have happened in the name of Christianity . It is a 
record of which no Christian should feel proud, since it 
is an utter denial of that spirit of tolerance and charity 
which should characterize those who claim to follow the 
teachings of J esus. 

The difficulty arose when the early Church, through 
its bish ops-who by the way were ordinary human be
ings like ourse lves and many of them far more ignorant 
because of the time in which they lived-having decided 
by a majority vote what writings should consti tute the 
Bible, proceeded to look upon it as the source of all truth . 
St. A ugustine gave expression to this law of the Church 
in the foll owin g remarkab le sentence : " Nothing is to be 
accepted save on the authority of Scripture, since greater 
is that authority than all the powers of the human mind. " 
Thus, for many centuries, the litera l interpretation of the 
Scriptures was considered by the Cburch as the infallible 
guide not only in matters of religion , but in natural 
science as well. 

The theological theory of creation was shared , witb 
some differe nces , by such theologian s as St. Augustine, 
Bede, Vincent of Beauvais, Lombard , Luther, Ca lvin , 
Bossuet, Wesley, Clarke, Watson and many others of 
highest standing both Catholic and Protestant. This 
theory held that the world was created in six days of 
twenty-four hours each- " the work of His fingers ··; and 
at the same time it was brought forth in an instant by 
His voice-"H e spake and they were made"-following 
the divergent accounts in Genesis. 

Science, however , under the guidance of men like 
Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, Descartes and N ewton proved 
devastating , finall y , to the theo logical concept ion of the 
universe . The conflict was long and hiller, fo r on the one 
side was the Church with all its authority and power 
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which it unhesitatingly continued to use with unthinkable 
cruelty-and o n the other side was a slowly but surely 
increasing knowledge of truth scientificall y demonstrated . 
" Who fights against truth always fights a losing battle." 

L eading theological scholars were substantially in 
accord with Dr. John Lightfoot, an eminent Hebrew 
scholar in the University of Cambridge, when he con
cluded , after an exhaustive study of the Scriptures, that 
" Heaven and earth , centre and circumference, were cre
ated all together in the same instant, and clouds full of 
water," and that " this work took place and man was 
created by the Trinity on October 23rd , 4004 B .C. at 
nine o 'clock in the morning. " 

But science discovered that at that very momenl, 
when the work of all creation was supposed to be tak
in g place, there existed in various parts of Egypt and 
Asia , highly developed civilizations. 

Orthodoxy said that the earth was flat and den ied 
the theory of the antipodes as being inhabited . Even the 
voyages of Columbus in 1492 , and of Magellan in 1519 
were not sufficient evidence, and the battle continued for 
two hundred years longer. The Church's authority again 
was the Scripture. " Scripture speaks of no such descend
ants of Adam", said St. Augustine, and that was :final. 
He argued also fro m the passage, " Verily, their sound 
went into all the earth , and their words unto the ends 
of the world. " Therefore, as there was no preaching the 
gospel on the opposite side of the earth , if there was one, 
the re co ul d be no human inhabitants there. Finally with 
the combin ed evid ence of scientists , trustworthy explorers 
and devoted missionaries who bad visited the Antipodes , 
this war of twelve centuries was brought to an end by 
the reluctant retrea t of orthod oxy. 

The opposition of the Church to the discoveries of 
Copernicus and Ga lil eo with reference to the motion of 
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the earth is too well known to neeq more than passing 
mention here. This scientific truth the Church , to its 
everlasting shame, retarded for more than two hundred 
years . Roman Catholic and Protestant authorities alike 
denounced the Copernican doctrine as contrary to Scrip
ture and therefore untrue. The Church at Rome forbade 
the reading of " all books which affirm the motion of the 
earth." " To read the works of Copernicus was to risk 
damnation", as A. D. White puts it . 

The "Protestant leader, Martin Luther, said: " People 
gave ear to an upstart astrologer who strove to show that 
the earth revolves , not the heavens or the firmament , the 
sun and the moon .-This fcJl wishes to reverse the en
tire . science of astronomy; but sacred Scripture tells us 
that Joshua commanded the sun to stand still, and not 
the earth.'' 

Another black page in the records of orthodoxy is 
its burning of witches. Inspired by that pernicious text 
in Leviticus, " Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live," the 
Church , from the beginning of the thirteenth to nearly 
the end of the eighteenth century, proceeded to carry out 
to the letter what it believed to be this divine Scriptural 
lllJUnction. The result was barbaric cruelty and utter 
savagery beyond our powers to comprehend. In his re
cently published book " The Rock of Truth ," J . Arthur 
Findlay gives a few figures . In Geneva the Protestants 
burned five hundred witches at the stake within three 
months. In a section of Northern Italy one thou sand 
were burned in one year and in Germany it is calculated 
that over one hundred thousand suffered a like fate. In 
England alone in two hundred years, thirty thousand 
were burned. Even the Puritans who left England to seek 
r"eligious liberty in America, themselves became persecutors 
by fire and fagot. 

Mr. Findlay also records a very enlightening ent ry 
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said to have been made in the Parish Register of Glamis, 
in Scotland , dated 1676-" Nae preaching here this Lord's 
day, the minister being at Gortachy burning a witch". 

The so-called witches , so ruthlessly slaughtered for 
over five hundred years , are now known to be, for the 
most part , mediums, possessing p sychic powers and spirit
ual gifts which are God-given, but which the Church 
looked upon as being of the devil because the Bible said 
that such persons should not be permitted to live. What 
a list of error, persecution and bloodshed can be attributed 
to that one great orthodox misconception, namely, that 
the Bible contained the whole of truth and must be the 
infallible guide of man in all things ! Sir Oliver Lodge 
wisely cautions against attributing infallibility to any
thing that reaches us through a human cl:iannel, whether 
it be a book, or a church , or any other medium. 

The cruelties of the Inquisition were not confined 
to Rome or to Roman Catholic countries. When ortho
doxy held power, that power was used with equal cruelty 
and intolerance by Catholic and Protestant alike. Happily 
the Church today ·has been shorn of this power to torture 
and destroy men and women because they dare to think 
for themselves and have the courage of their convictions. 

How differently the pages of history would have 
read if the Christian Church had sought always to lead 
its people in a diligent search after truth , and to encour
age them to exercise their own powers of mind , instead 
of handing out ready-made and in dictatorial fashion 
what they must believe. For in spite of its boasted su
perior divine wisdom the Church has been found many 
times to be insisting on error instead of truth until com·· 
pelled by the force of evidence to retreat from its orthodox 
position. 

While orthodoxy has consistently suffered defeat in 
its conflict with science for hundreds of years , a com
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paratively new science is in conflict with orthodoxy tod::~y 
and has it on the defensive as truly as did the natural 
sciences in former days. This new science is known as 
psychic science, which during recent years has 'thrown 
much new light on such subjects as the "meaning of 
death", " what is there beyond death? " " nature of the 
etheric world " , " the laws governing spirit communica
tion" , " mediumship" , " the purpose of life" , etc. It has 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of millions that those 
who have passed into the life beyond can and do, under 
certain conditions, communicate with those still on earth. 

The Church either denies that communication be
tween the two worlds is possible, or declares that it is of 
the devil. and forbids its people to have anything to do 
with it. The Bible is of course its authority, and texts 
of Scripture are quoted in support of its position-pre
cisely the same attitude as it held in the 16th Century 
with respect to the motion of the ea rth , only its power 
to persecute is not as great today . 

But eminent men of science such as Sir William 
Crookes, Sir A . R. Wallace, Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir W m. 
Barrett and hosts of others declare emphatically that they 
have proven to their own satisfaction , from personal ex
periences over long periods of time, that they have had 
communication with friends in the life beyond, and that 
those with whom they communicated were not devils, but 
rather some dear ones who were anxious to demonstrate 
to friends on earth their continued and active existence 
in their new abode. This testimony from leading men 
of science is supported by millions of sincere and thought
ful men and women throughout the world, who have 
dared to throw orthodoxy and prejudice to the winds and 
have sought diligently for truth-truth that shall make 
men free. 

Even m this newer conflict, srgns of orthodoxy's re
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treat are not altogether lacking. The tone of preaching 
from the orthodox pulpits has changed decidedly during 
the last generation or so-particulaily on such subjects 
as hell , the deviL everlasting punishment, blood atone
ment, miracles , physical resurrection, the efficacy of bap
tism and others. 

This is undoubtedly . due m no small measure. to 
the findings proven by psychic science, which are grad
ually influencing the minds of the clergy. Many of them 
are already conv.inced of the truth of demonstrated sur
vivaL and find themselves unable longer to support the 
old orthodox interpretations which are still official in the 
Church. But very few of these same clergy are rea,dy to 
openly proclaim from their pulpits what they secretly 
know to be true on the subject of spirit communication. 
Perhaps the people are more ready to accept th;s truth than 
the clergy imagine them to be, for the pew has often been 
found · to anticipate the pulpit. 

.And so the old orthodoxy is being gradually · modi
fied, "as when men no longer believe but cannot afford 
openly to disbelieve." The retreat will be slow but it is 
as inevitable in this instance as it was with reference to 
tbe motion of the earth , for truth may be delayed but 
it will not be denied. 

" Truth crushed. to earth shall rise again, 
The eternal years of God are hers; 

.' Tis error. wounded, writhes in pain, 
And dies among ber worshippers." 

Editor regrets that, through unavoidable circumstances. the continuation of Mr. 
F. E . Hetherington's article on "Evidence of Survival" does not appear in this 
issue. It will be published in the May number. · 
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We Would Know 
(A page devoted to answers from Light, concerning 

questions brought before him by members of the Radiant 
Healing Centre which pertain to healing, psychic develop
ment and kindred subjects.) 

QUES. :Do what we call " first impressions" come 
from our Unseen Helpers? · 

LIGHT : Frequently but not always. First impres
sions often come from the super-conscious self, that part 
of your own spirit which seeth afar and understandeth 
much more than the conscious self ( the latter being con
fined to the limitations of the human brain) . In either 
case, first impressions are flashed ·to the super-conscious 
mind , through the sub-conscious, into the conscious (or 
incarnate) mind. The reception is frequently so light 
that you are unaw are of it, not only because of your lack 
of sensitiveness but because of your lack of faith . First 
impress ions must be ac ted upon instantly. 

QUES.: How can we strengthen the reception of 
first impressions? 

LIGHT: Give them recognition. The more you do 
this the more sensitive you become to them. No first im
pression forces anyone to DO anything. Its mis8ion is 
purely to guide you, to save you from many blunders, 
to help you to grow in wisdom. 

QUES .: What is the difference between the super
conscious self and the sub-conscious self? · 

LIGHT : The super-conscious is closely connected 
with the spirit or soul ; the sub-conscious is of a more 
material nature and connected with the conscious mind. 

QUES . : How can we tell the source from which . 
our first impressions come? 

LIGHT: It is not important for you to know this. 
The important thing is for you to learn to recognize 
them immediately , and to ACT upon them without hesi
tancy or doubt. 
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HEIGHTS MAJESTIC, MIND AND SONG 
I am not dead! I've simply slipped away 

From clinging ga rments worn a few short years! 
I ben d above you, t ry to kiss your tears 

To visions of the glory of m y day ! 
It's morning and the vivid blossoms sway 

Against the w ind as earthly darkness clears ; 
It 's morning arid my own freed spirit hears 

The choral strains of God 's Eternity! 

I wish you would not weep ; you grieve me so ! 
You hold me to the sting , the bitter hurt 

Of mortal dissolurion and its gloom! 
Smile now , I pray you; smile and let me go 

Into the up-lands where the wi ld thorns skirt 
The streams of Heaven w ith their snowy bloom! 

-Leslie Clare Manchester in 
Blessedness and Other Poems. 

With each strong thought , with every earnest longing 
For aught thou deemest needfui to thy soul. 

Invisible vas t fo rces are set thronging 
Between thee and that goal. 

'Tis only when some hidden weakness alters 
And changes thy desire , or makes it less, 

That this m ysterious army ever falters 
Or stops short of success. 

Thought is a magnet; and the lo nged-for pleasure 
Or boon , or aim , or ob ject is the steel ; 

And its attainment hangs but on the measure 
Of what thy soul can· feel. 

-Ella Wheeler Wilcox-Thought Magnets. 
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Words That Wing Across the World 
-of the Radiant Healing Centre 

" I am passing on Progression to my study class."-
Pennsylvania. 

" I bless you for the last Progression. Again it took 
me out of deep despair. The "Night Prayer-for Healing" 
has helped me to such an extent that my trouble has prac
tically disappeared. How the invisible friends understand 
bow to help us ! I would gladly do without necessities in 
life than to do without Progression . God bless the efforts 
put forth to bring it to mankind."-Maryland. 

"We can thank your group for the biggest spiritual 
revelation we have ever bad , but of late I seem to be 
standing still. ·will you please place my name on the 
membership of tbe Radiant Healing Centre? I know it 
will help me, and I hope to be of some belp to you. I 
will be very glad to receive any instruction~'> as to the 
daily silence and tbe twice monthly concentration."
Ontario. 

" I am gammg strength every day and seem to be 
on the road to complete recovery. My wife is well again. " 
-Texas. 

"We do appreciate Progression . Sometimes on Sun
day evenings friends gather around our fireside and there 
we discuss the philosophy and the many illuminating 

· subjects which it contains."-New Brunswick. 
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PROGRESSION 
Progression is the quarterly magazine of the Radiant 

H ealing Centre, published primarily to keep · its members 
in close toucb with its ideals . There are many non-mem
bers wbo are regular subscribers, however , into whose 
homes Progression is welcomed as a much needed friend . 

Progression depends entirely for its existence upon 
membership dues and private donations, the latter having 
been received in the past as expressions of gratitude and 
thankfulness for spiritua l unfoldment and physical heal
ing. Had it not been for these offerings we would have 
found it impossible to continue its publication . We earn
estly dra w the attention of every friend and member of 
the Radiant H ealing Centre to this opportunity for service. 

Please make all payments payable by postal order 
to Progression. 

Past editions will in time be out of print. While 
they last they may be procured from the editor at the 
price of twenty-five cents each . 

Special Offer 
To members of the Radiant H ealing Centre. 
Some members may not have in their possession 

copies of Progression which contain indispensable lessons 
by LIGHT on the subject of healing. A special offer is 
being made wherein any m ember may secure the firs t 
three editions for the price of only fifteen ·cents each. This 
special_ offer does not include the la st three numbers of the 
magazme. 

The complete list is as follows : 
Lesson !-Oceans of Thought. 
Lesson 2-Healing via Concentration Through O ccupa 

tion. 
Lesson 3-Healing Through Visualization, and the Pro

jection of Thought. 
Lesson 4---From Lowlands of Life to Mountains of 

Mastery. 
Lesson S-Lighting the Path to Spiritual Healing, or 

The Eternal Plan . 
Lesson 6-Life, Death and Voices of the Soul. 
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READ 

THE STORY OF THE A WAKENING 
OF HUNDREDS 

to the possibility of 

COMMUNICATION WITH ETHERIC WORLDS 
Amazing evidence of the identity of the 

communicating intelligences. 
Inspiring - Romantic - Human - Astounding 

Scientific 

called 

The Evidential Book on Survival 
of the Twentieth Century 

Only $1.50 for 400 pages of illumination! 
Order with remittance to Central Agency 

TRAILS OF TRUTH 
Box 95 , Orange N.J ., U .S.A. , 

or to Canadian Agency : 
47 Church St., St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada. 
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